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Valley Blue Sox fall in Game 1 of first playoff series
SANFORD – The Valley 

Blue Sox (0-1 postseason) 
dropped Game 1 of their 
first-round NECBL playoff 
series against the Sanford 
Mainers (1-0 postseason), 
5-2. This marks the first time 
that the Blue Sox have lost to 
the Mainers this season, as 
Valley won the two previous 
outings. 

The first inning remained 
scoreless for both teams, but 
the Mainers got themselves 

on the board in the second. 
Nater Watcher (UConn) 
hit a 2-run home run out to 
left field with Steven Kraus 
(Binghamton) on base to give 
Sanford an early 2-0 lead. 

Valley, however, was able 
to tie the game back up short-
ly in the fourth after Mainers’ 
pitcher Andrew Middleton 
(Maryland) had a lackluster 
inning, allowing 2 runs and 
3 hits. 

Nick Spaventa (UPenn) 

got the first run to score 
when he singled to the short-
stop, who made an error, 
which allowed Esteban Gar-
cia (Boston College) to score 
and Spaventa to advance to 
second. 

Anthony Tirado (Penn 
State) then hit a sacrifice fly 
to right-center, letting Spav-
enta make his way around 
the bases to tie the game 2-2.

While it seemed like it 
was panning out to be a close 

game, Sanford broke things 
open in the sixth. Kraus was 
up to bat with the bases load-
ed when he singled to third 
base, sending Albert De La 
Rosa (Maine) and Brian Con-
nolly (Rhode Island) home to 
score, breaking the tie 4-2. 

The Blue Sox loaded up 
the bases once again for 
Sanford, but it was Valley 
who sent the run home for 
the Mainers when Michael 
Goodman (UMass) hit Bren-

nan Staubley (Elon) with a 
pitch, forcing in the fifth tally 
for the Mainers. 

While the Blue Sox still 
had plenty of time to mount 
an offense, the Mainers’ 
pitching staff locked it down, 
retiring batters in order over 
the final three innings. 

“You got to tip your cap 
when [Sanford’s pitching] 
does their job,” said head 
coach John Raiola postgame. 
“We had some tough at-bats; 

it’s tough to string a bunch 
of hits together against guys 
like that.”

Though it was not the re-
sult the Blue Sox were look-
ing for, Raiola still has full 
confidence in his team’s abil-
ity to win Game 2.

“The fun thing about get-
ting to this time of the year 
[is] it truly can be any ran-
dom person who puts one 
good swing on a ball that 
changes the game.”

Public NoticesPublic Notices
AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
LEGAL NOTICE

The Agawam Zoning Board 
of Appeals will conduct a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, August 
24, 2026 at 7PM for all par-
ties interested in the request of 
James Lewis who is seeking a 
Special Permit from the Town 
of Agawam’s Zoning Ordinance, 
Ch.180-7, B2 (b) for an addition 
to a nonconforming structure at 
the premises identified as 4 Le-
nox St.

Doreen A. Prouty, Chairperson
Agawam Zoning 

Board of Appeals
07/30, 08/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1601EA

Estate of: 
Barbara Ann Bradley

Date of Death: 04/26/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kristen L Bradley 
of Boston, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Kristen L Bradley of Boston, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/20/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 23, 2026   

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P1611EA
Estate of: 

Kathleen E Earnest-Lombardi 
Also known as: 

Kathleen Earnest 
Date of Death: 06/05/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Sean Earnest of 
Denver, NC and Cheri Rogers 
of Agawam, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Sean Earnest of Denver, NC 
and Cheri Rogers of Agawam, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/28/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 30, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/06/2026

Agawam
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing 

The Agawam Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, August 
13, 2026 at 6:00 PM at the Aga-
wam Senior Center, 954 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. The pur-
pose of this hearing will be to 
hear the Notice of Intent Appli-
cation of the Town of Agawam 
DPW for work to be performed 
on Adams St over Threemile 
Brook, subject to the Massachu-
setts Wetlands Protection Act.

By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman

Agawam Conservation 
Commission

08/06/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicles
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Under G.L. C. 255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

USA Towing, 71 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills, MA, 01030, sale 
of a motor vehicle(s) pursuant to 
the provisions of M.G.L. C. 255, 
Section 39A, that on August 31, 

2026 at 8:00 a.m., at USA Tow-
ing, said motor vehicle(s) will be 
sold at a private sale to satisfy the 
garage keeper’s lien for towing, 
storage and costs of sale .

2017 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4AL3AP1HC266698
Plate: 453-BCB-LA
Last Known Reg. Owner:
Marc Merriman, 
5337 Clearpoint Dr. 
Slidell, LA 70460

2006 Jeep Cherokee
VIN: JHS58N96C312313
No Plates with vehicle
Last Known Reg. Owner:
Anthony Flores
35 Lonhill St.
Springfield, MA 01108
07/23, 07/30, 08/06/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P1634PM
In the matter of:

Pearl Belton
Of: Agawam, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Agawam East Rehabilitation 
Ctr. of Agawam, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging 
that Pearl Belton is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that Lisa 
Judkins of Shrewsbury, MA 

(or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Conservator to 
serve With Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
08/26/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 29, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/06/2026

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

Patrick Emerling picks up win at Monadnock Speedway
WINCHESTER, NH – If 

there’s any end in sight to Pat-
rick Emerling’s current domi-
nance of the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour, it wasn’t visible 
Saturday, July 25 at Monad-
nock Speedway.

The Orchard Park, NY 
speedster won the fifth annual 
JDV Productions Duel At The 
Dog energized by USNE Pow-
er Modified main event at the 
storied high-banked oval, us-
ing his third consecutive Tour 
victory to stay atop the points 
parade and, as an added bo-
nus, picked up an additional 
$5,000 check for topping the 
three-race JDV Whelen Mid-
summer Championship.

And he did it with relative 
ease. Beating Tyler Rypkema to 
the checkers by 2.321 seconds, 
Emerling now has 13 Whelen 
Modified Tour victories to his 
credit, two of them scored at 
Monadnock.

With a huge crowd on hand 

for the JDV Duel event, other 
winners Saturday at the fast 
quarter-mile included Granite 
State Pro Stock Series rocket-
man DJ Shaw, and third-year 
Pro Truck Challenge hot shoe 
Jason Paquette, who scored his 
first career Pro Truck victory 
in front of the thundering Duel 
at The Dog crowd.

Matt Hirschman set fast 
time in Whelen Modified Tour 
qualifying, touring the high 
banks in 11.836 seconds. The 
Keystone State hot shoe was 
one of ten drivers in the 21-
car field to turn sub-12 second 
laps. It was the third week in 
a row that Hirschman had set 
fast time but a top-ten redraw 
Saturday would place him 
ninth on the starting grid for 
the night’s 200-lap main event.

Jon McKennedy, a winner 
of many events at Monad-
nock over the years, started 
on the pole, with defending 
Tour Champion Austin Beers 

at his side. At their bumpers, 
were six-time Champion Doug 
Coby and Emerling. McKenne-
dy quickly took charge.

With Coby, Beers, and 
Ronnie Williams riding in his 
shadow, McKennedy would 
lead the first 35 laps. Emerling, 
content to survey the task be-
fore him, moved up to third on 
lap 18.

The first lead change oc-
curred on lap 37, with Beers 
low-lining to the front. Two cir-
cuits later, his mirror was filled 
by Emerling. He would take 
charge on a lap 86 restart and 
never look back. Beers would 
stay right with him on restarts, 
racing wheel-to-wheel with 
the eventual race winner, but 
each time Emerling would 
again best him and pull away.

Tyler Rypkema, aboard the 
fabled Boehler Old Blue, blast-
ed into second on lap 137, ac-
tually inching ahead of Emer-
ling to lead lap 148 by inches, 

but two go-rounds later, the 
Empire State star was back in 
front to stay. Rypkema’s strong 
second-place performance 
was his third Whelen Modified 
Tour runner-up finish of the 
summer.

Beers held strong to earn 
the third-place hardware, fol-
lowed by 15-year-old rookie 
sensation Paulie Hartwig III 
and Tommy Catalano.

Positions six through ten 
went to Teddy Hodgdon, 
Eric Goodale, McKennedy, 
Coby, and Stephen Kopcik. 
Hirschman, after his promis-
ing start, finished 12th on the 
night.

Second generation super-
star DJ Shaw did what’s be-
come expected of him in big 
northeast Pro Stock events 
Saturday. The Center Conway, 
NH ace patiently worked his 
way to the front in the 100-lap 
Granite State Pro Stock Series 
main event, pounced at the 

first opportunity, and then 
sped off to victory.

Teen star Cole Robie – the 
series’ defending champion 
and defending Duel at the Dog 
Champion – set fast time in 
Pro Stock qualifying Saturday 
with a lap of 12.136 seconds, 
but a redraw put Tom Carey III 
and Cory Casagrande up front 
as the race went green.

Carey, with Casagrande 
glued to his bumper, had the 
best seat in the house for the 
first 72 circuits, but Shaw – 
from row three – was method-
ically working his way to the 
front. Taking third from points 
leader Jeremy Sorel on lap 11, 
he was content to sit there un-
til low-lining into turn three 40 
laps later to swipe second from 
Casagrande.

With the same move on lap 
73, Shaw was at the front and 
off to the races, Casagrande 
kept it close, but there was no 
stopping Shaw once he was in 

front. Saturday’s big Duel At 
The Dog score was his second 
GSPSS victory of the summer.

With Casagrande hold-
ing strong for a close second, 
Carey’s strong performance 
brought him home third. Hud-
son, NH’s Joey Pole was fourth 
under the checkers, and Robie 
completed the top five.

Pro Truck Challenge driver 
Jason Paquette couldn’t have 
picked a better day to earn 
his first win. Racing in front 
of the huge Duel crowd, the 
Scotland, CT hot shoe took 
the lead from pole starter Nate 
Smith on lap 26 and then held 
ageless wonder Duane Noll at 
his bumper the rest of the way.

With Noll finishing glued 
to the winner’s bumper, Tyler 
Chapman was third on the day. 
Four-time winner and series 
points leader Randy Burr got 
as high as third before settling 
for fourth, and Adrien Paradis 
was fifth in the 16-truck field.




