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Oakham Police Log
Monday, May 18

4:30 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, North Brookfield 
Road, Referred to Other Agency

6:25 p.m. Tree Incidents (No 
Wires), New Braintree Road, 
Area Search Negative

6:53 p.m. Assist  Other 
Police Department, Hardwick, 
Mutual Aid Assist

7:44 p.m. Assist  Other 
Police Department, Hardwick, 
Mutual Aid Assist

9:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

9:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Citation Issued

Tuesday, May 19
5:50 p.m. Fire – Power 

Lines/Wires, Spencer Road, 
Investigated (On-Going)

5:56 p.m. Fire – Power 
Lines/Wires, East hIll Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

10:47 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Paxton, 
Negative Contact

Wednesday, May 20
8:56 a.m. Public Assist, 

North Brookfield Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

Thursday, May 21
2:19 p.m. Erratic Operator, 

Barre Paxton Road, Area 
Search Negative

4:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Brookfield Road, 
Written Warning

4:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

5:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Worcester Road, Written 
Warning

Friday, May 22
11:43 a.m. Animal – Lost 

and/or Found, Lincoln Road, 
Information Taken

Public Safety

New Braintree Police Log
During the week of June 1-8, 

the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department responded to 
13 building/property checks, 21 
directed/area patrols, six radar 
assignments, three emergen-
cy 911 calls, two citizen assists, 
three investigations, one safe-
ty hazard, one complaint, one 
motor vehicle accident, three 
animal calls and three motor 
vehicle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, June 1
4 p.m. Complaint, Unitas 

Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, June 3
5:03  a .m.  911  Sa fe ty 

Hazard, Mara Road, Officer 
Handled

10:50 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memor ia l  D r i ve ,  O f f i ce r 
Handled

11:39 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  U t ley  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

8:15 p.m. Harassment, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

Thursday, June 4
6:59 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
9:29 a.m. Investigation, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
 10:48 a.m. Investigation, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
5:33 p.m. Investigation, Wine 

Road, Officer Handled
6:46 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

Friday, June 5
11:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Gilbertville Road, Report 
Taken

5:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Citation 
Issued

Sunday, June 7
1:26 p.m. Gunshots, Pierce 

Road, Officer Handled

During the week of June 
8 -15 ,  t he  Hardw ick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 17 building/prop-
erty checks, 26 directed/area 
patrols, 10 radar assignments, 
one traffic control, four emer-
gency 911 calls, eight citizen 
assists, three assist other agen-
cies, two investigations, two 
safety hazards, one trespass, 
one scam and five motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of New 
Braintree.

Monday, June 8
12:45 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

11:29 p .m.  Susp ic ious 
Activity, Utley Road, Negative 
Contact

Wednesday, June 10
5:15 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

8:35 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memorial Drive, Officer Handled

10:37 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

1 :12  p .m .  Susp i c i ous 
Activity, Gilbertville Road, No 
Action Required

Thursday, June 11
8:27 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer Handled
8:49 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Hardwick Road, Removed 
Hazard

10:55 p.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard, Gi lbertvi l le Road, 
Removed Hazard

Friday, June 12
12:41 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

5:12 a.m. 911 Misdial , 
Dennis Whitney Road, Services 
Rendered

8:31 a.m. Scam, Memorial 
Drive, Officer Handled

2:23 p.m. Investigation, 
Wine Road, Officer Handled

2:55 p.m. Assist  Other 
Agency,  Memor ia l  Dr ive , 
Services Rendered

3 p.m. Trespass, McEvoy 
Road, Officer Handled

5:21 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Memor ia l  Dr ive,  Serv ices 
Rendered

6:06 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Gi lber tv i l le  Road,  Off icer 
Handled

6:34 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Gilbertvil le Road, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, June 13
5:06 p.m. Investigation, 

Utley Road, Officer Handled
5:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Gi lber tv i l le  Road,  Off icer 
Handled

6:55 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Davis Road, Spoken To

7:01 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Pierce Road, Officer Handled

 BARRE PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

The Barre Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
July 7, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Henry Woods Municipal Build-
ing, Boards’ Office, Floor 3, 
requested by Central Massachu-
setts Regional Emergency Com-
munication Center (CMRECC) 
for an emergency communica-
tions tower to be installed to 
improve first responder commu-
nication in the South Barre area 
located at 50 Main Street, South 
Barre, Assessors Map H, Lot 56 
and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 
5698, Page 0033.

Anyone wishing to comment 
on this matter should attend the 
hearing or submit comments in 
writing prior to the hearing to the 
Planning Board.

Floyd Kelley, Chairman
06/18, 06/25/2026

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF M.L.C. 225 
SEC.39A THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
ON July 6, 2026 AT A SALE TO 
SATISFY OUR GARAGE LIEN 
THEREON FOR TOWING & 
STORAGE CHARGES AND 
EXPENSES OF SALE AND 
NOTICE:
2012 Chrysler 200 Gray 
1C3CCBBB0CN278729
2010 BMW X5 Black 
5UXFE4C57AL278760
2013 Volkswagen Jetta 
3VW1K7AJ0DM207115
2011 Honda Accord 
1HGCP2F60BA087901
2009 Ford E-Series 
1FTNE24L49DA70825
2011 BMW 7 Series 
WBAKC8C58BC433487
2008 Ford Focus 
1FAHP35N68W276492
2016 Mazda Mazda6 
JM1GJ1W50G1467203
2010 Nissan Murano JN8AZ1M-
W1AW132556
2011 Hyundai SONATA 
5NPEB4AC0BH095343
2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
1J4GW48S44C338347
2006 Honda CR-V
JHLRD68516C024607
2006 GMC Savana 
1GJHG39U061188214
2018 Dodge Grand Caravan
2C4RDGCGXJR216135
2006 Ford Explorer 1FMEU-
74816ZA02780
2008 Ford Explorer 
1FMEU73EX8UA15857
2008 Honda Accord 
1HGCP26888A051609
2019 Toyota RAV4 
JTMP1RFV6KJ002044
2007 Toyota Prius 
JTDKB20U577576508
2010 Hyundai ACCENT 
KMHCM3ACXAU174983
2009 Honda Civic 

2HGFA16529H354404
2013 Subaru Impreza 
JF1GPAL6XD2889969
2008 Honda CR-V 
JHLRE48588C069693

The sale will be held at 
Early’s on Park Ave.

at 536 Park Ave., 
Worcester, MA  01603

06/18, 06/25, 07/02/2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDDERS

Town of Barre
The Town of Barre is accepting 

sealed bids for Pavement Mark-
ing. Class of work is Pavement 
Markings. Estimated project val-
ue is $58,300. The Town reserves 
the right to extend the contract for 
two addition 12-month options; 
bidders are expected to be able 
to provide their services for three 
(3) years. The estimated value in 
this invitation for bid is for one 
year; however, contractors are 
expected to have a single class 
limit of at least the total calcu-
lated value of $174,900. Sealed 
bids will be received at the Office 
of the Town Administrator, 40 
West St., Barre, MA 01005 and 
endorsed “FY27-03 Pavement 
Marking” until 11:00AM on 
July 8, 2026, at which time said 
bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud in the Town Adminis-
trator’s office. Specifications for 
“FY27-03 Pavement Marking” 
may be obtained by emailed re-
quest to townadmin@townof-
barre.com. Under the provisions 
of Section 34 of Chapter 90 and 
in accordance with 720 CMR 
5.00, only pre-qualified contrac-
tors may receive project bid doc-
uments. All proposals submitted 
by non-prequalified bidders are 
subject to rejection at or after 
the bid opening. OSHA 10 is 
required for this project. A 50% 
Payment Bond is required of suc-
cessful bidder. A 5% bid depos-
it is required with this bid. The 
Town of Barre reserves the right 
to waive any minor informality in 
and to reject any and all bids.
06/18/2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDDERS

Town of Barre
The Town of Barre is accept-

ing sealed bids for Paving Var-
ious Streets. Class of work is 
Pavement-Surfacing. Estimated 
project value is $783,750. The 
Town reserves the right to ex-
tend the contract for two addition 
12-month options; bidders are 
expected to be able to provide 
their services for three (3) years. 
The estimated value in this in-
vitation for bid is for one year; 
however, contractors are expect-
ed to have a single class limit of 
at least the total calculated value 
of $2,351,250. Sealed bids will 
be received at the Office of the 
Town Administrator, 40 West St., 

Barre, MA 01005 and endorsed 
“FY27-01 Paving Various 
Roadways” until 10:00AM on 
July 8, 2026, at which time said 
bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud in the Town Admin-
istrator’s office. Specifications 
for “FY27-01 Paving Various 
Roadways” may be obtained by 
emailed request to townadmin@
townofbarre.com. Under the pro-
visions of Section 34 of Chapter 
90 and in accordance with 720 
CMR 5.00, only pre-qualified 
contractors may receive project 
bid documents. All proposals 
submitted by non-prequalified 
bidders are subject to rejection at 
or after the bid opening. OSHA 
10 is required for this project. 
100% Performance bond is re-
quired of successful bidder, 5% 
bid deposit required with bid. 
Price adjustment clause in effect 
for hot mix asphalt mixtures. 
Period base price for liquid AC 
is $670.00 (ton) dated May 13, 
2026, per MassDOT website. The 
Town of Barre reserves the right 
to waive any minor informality in 
and to reject any and all bids.
06/18/2026

Town of New Braintree
Request for Sealed Bids

The Town of New Braintree 
will accept sealed bids for mate-
rials to be used in road construc-
tion and general road mainte-
nance of various town roads. The 
estimated value provided in this 
Invitation to bid is for FY2027.  

All bids signed with the name 
and address of the bidder should 
be submitted in a sealed enve-
lope that is plainly marked in 
the lower left-hand corner of the 
envelope “Goods and Services 
FY2027”.  

All bidders are required to be 
in compliance with Mass. Gener-
al Laws, Chapter 149, Prevailing 
wage rates, where applicable. 

The Town of New Braintree 
reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids and waive any informal-
ities in the bidding if they deem 
it in the best interest of the town 
to do so. 

Bid specifications must be 
obtained from the Select Board 
office, 20 Memorial Drive, New 
Braintree, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day or can be emailed upon re-
quest by calling the Highway De-
partment at (508) 867-2451. 

Bidders must be prequali-
fied by the Contract Engineer of 
Mass. D.O.T., before specifica-
tions can be handed out. 

Bids will be received until 9:00 
a.m., Monday July 06, 2026, 
and will be opened and read at 
9:05  a.m. in the office of the Se-
lect Board. The bid shall include 
a statement of non-collusion.
06/18, 06/25/2026
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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533-4400

Belchertown
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10 Maple St.
323-6961
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283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER
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Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.
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Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Apply Today!
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Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an established 
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You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com
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MassDEP fines Brice Estates, Inc.  of  Rutland
B O S T O N  –  T h e 

Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
issued a $101,000 penalty 
to property developer Brice 
Estates, Inc., for violating 
the Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Clean Waters Act 
during the construction of 
the Brice Estates subdivi-
sion in Rutland.   

During site inspections in 
2024 and 2025, MassDEP 
observed numerous environ-
mental violations including 
wetland filling, non-permit-
ted tree cutting and inade-
quate erosion controls. 

The violations largely 
occurred within protected 
waters in the Ware River 
Watershed and affected both 
the site and downstream 
resources. 

Much  o f  t he  work 
o b s e r ve d  d u r i n g  s i t e 
inspections was not con-
sistent with plans, designs 
and permit  condi t ions 
approved under the Order 
of Conditions issued by 
the Rutland Conservation 
Commission and a 401 
Water Quality Certification 
issued by MassDEP.  

“Developers that fail to 

follow the terms of their 
permits can cause unneces-
sary and serious impacts to 
our natural resources,” said 
Andrea Briggs, acting direc-
tor of MassDEP’s Central 
Regional office in Worcester. 
“Permit holders need to 
ensure proper controls are 
in place before and during 
construction to avoid caus-
ing environmental damage.” 

As part of the settlement 
agreement, Brice Estates, 
Inc., agreed to restore and 
replicate altered wetland 
resource areas and pay the 
$101,000 penalty. 

Cool Sandy Beach water system receives fine
B O S T O N  —  T h e 

Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
penal ized Cool  Sandy 
Beach Community Water 
System, Inc., a total of 
$7,920 for violations of 
state drinking water regula-
tions. 

The violations occurred 
at its public water system, 
which serves approximate-
ly 70 people in the town of 
Rutland. 

“Water suppliers are 
responsible for provid-
ing safe drinking water 
t o  c u s t o m e r s ,”  s a i d 
Andrea Briggs,  act ing 
director of MassDEP’s 
Central Regional Office in 
Worcester. “This enforce-
ment ensures the Cool 
Sandy Beach Community 
Water System will operate 
and maintain its system in 
compliance with regulations 
and protect the health of the 
community it serves.” 

The public water system 
includes a pump house that 
houses one groundwater 
well and a water treatment 
system. During a routine 
inspection of the water sys-

tem, MassDEP observed 
that the pump house was not 
sealed to prevent animals 
from entering it. 

The company also vio-
lated drinking water regu-
lations by failing to obtain 
permit approval for the 
emergency chlorination 
system and by failing to 
provide public notice in 
response to certain viola-
tions.  

Under  the terms of 

M a s s D E P ’s  C o n s e n t 
Order, Cool Sandy Beach 
Community Water System 
has agreed to pay the 
$7,920 penalty and has 
conducted public notice as 
required. The company has 
also agreed to reconstruct or 
replace the pump house and 
to submit a permit applica-
tion to bring its emergen-
cy chlorination system into 
compliance with regula-
tions. 




