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PUBLIC NOTICES

Massachusetts Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD26P1744GD
In the interests of
Zaedyn Armani Batista
of Chicopee, MA
Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of a
Minor filed on 08/14/2026 by

Evelyn Montalvo of
Chicopee, MA

Janaliz Lebreault of
Springfield, MA

will be held 10/29/2026
08:30AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing. Located:
Hampden Probate & Family
Court, 50 State Street, 4th
Floor, Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to: 1. File
the original with the Court and 2.
Mail a copy to all interested par-
ties at least five (5) business days
before the hearing.

3. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best
interests.

4. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appointed
for the minor.

5. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form
(MPC 263). Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by mail
at the court location where your
case is going to be heard.

THIS IS A LEGAL
NOTICE: An important court
proceeding that may affect your
rights has been scheduled. If you
do not understand this notice or
other court papers, please contact
an attorney for legal advice.
Date: September 17, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
09/25/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1952EA
Estate of:

Raymond Joseph Blais
Date of Death: 07/20/2012
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Debbie L. Cote of Granby, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Debbie L Cote of Granby, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/16/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may
petition the Court in any mat-
ter relating to the estate, includ-
ing the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 11, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/25/2026

Chicopee Electric Light
725 Front Street
Chicopee, MA 01020
INVITATION FOR BID
CEL BID #26-0530

The  Chicopee = Municipal
Lighting Plant, a/k/a Chicopee
Electric Light (“CEL”) invites
bids from qualified bidders for
a contractor to provide EXCA-
VATION/CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES as described in BID-
26-0530. The successful bidder
will be awarded a One (1) year
contract. CEL shall have the op-
tion to grant the successful bidder
an extension for up to two (2)
additional one (1) year periods.
Evaluation for extension of the
contract will be done yearly pri-
or to the end of the contract and
prior to the end of any contract
extension, but in no case shall the
contract exceed three (3) years
in total. Prices shall remain firm
during the contract term and for
any extension and the conditions
of the contract shall remain the
same.

Specifications may be obtained
at Chicopee Electric Light, locat-
ed at 725 Front Street, Chicopee,
MA 01020, Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

All questions or requests for
clarification regarding this BID
should be made in writing to the
attention of Natalie A. Colberg
with the Bid #26-0530 in the sub-
ject line.

Each proposal shall be accom-
panied by a certified or cashier’s
check payable to the order of
Chicopee Electric Light for a
sum not less than 5% of the of
the bid price. In lieu of a check,
a bid bond may be submitted in
an amount not less than 5% of the
bid price. Checks, if submitted,
will be returned to the unsuccess-
ful bidders after the award of the
order.

A payment bond in an amount
equal to 50 percent of the total
amount of the bid with a surety
company qualified to do business
in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts will be required for the
payment under the contract for
labor and materials.

All bids for this project are sub-
ject to applicable bidding laws of
Massachusetts, including M.G.L.
c. 149, §§ 44A-H and M.G.L c.
30, § 39M.

Attention is directed to the
minimum wage rates to be paid
as determined by the Department
of Labor Standards under the
provisions of M.G.L. c. 149, §§
26-27D.

All proposals must be submit-
ted in duplicate form, sealed and
marked on the outside “CEL BID
#26-0530” and be received at the
office of Chicopee Electric Light
(CEL), Attn. Natalie A. Colberg,
725 Front Street, Chicopee, MA
01020, no later than 10:00 AM.
on October 22, 2026, at which
time and place they will be pub-
licly opened.

CEL reserves the right to reject
any and all bids, to waive infor-
malities and minor irregularities
in bids received, if it is deemed to
be in the best interest of the CEL
to do so.

Natalie A. Colberg,
Business Manager
09/25/2026

INVITATION FOR BID
CHICOPEE
ELECTRIC LIGHT
725 FRONT STREET,
CHICOPEE, MA 01020
BID NO. CEL #40
ISSUE DATE:
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026

Sealed proposals are being
accepted for: “SURPLUS DIS-
TRIBUTION POLEMOUNT
& PADMOUNT TRANS-
FORMERS FOR SALE”.

Inquiry forms may be picked
up at the business office located
at 725 Front Street, Chicopee,
MA 01020, between the hours of

10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday
through Friday. It is the intent of
Chicopee Electric Light to award
by Lump Sum.

BID OPENING DATE, TIME
AND LOCATION: Thursday,
October 8, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
at Chicopee Electric Light, 725
Front Street, Chicopee, MA
01020-1778.

BIDS WILL ONLY BE AC-
CEPTED IN DUPLICATE,
SEALED IN AN ENVELOPE,
CLEARLY MARKED WITH
THE INQUIRY NUMBER
AND TITLE. Proposals must
be returned on or before the time
specified. Postmarks will not be
accepted. Bids will be received
at the business office or by mail
at Chicopee Electric Light, 725
Front Street, Chicopee, MA
01020.

The Department reserves the
right to reject any or all propos-
als, or to accept any proposal that
in the opinion of the Municipal
Light Board, is in the best interest
of Chicopee Electric Light.

Is your firm a: MBE WBE
(please circle) MBE/WBE firms
must be currently certified by the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.

INQUIRY NUMBER: CEL
#40
TITLE: “SURPLUS DISTRI-
BUTION POLEMOUNT &
PADMOUNT TRANSFORM-
ERS FOR SALE”
Natalie Colberg
Business Manager

09/25/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on October 2nd,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satistfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2020 Toyota Sienna

VIN: 5STDXZ3DC1LS043032
Wenrui Wu

12 Woodland Rd.

Westfield, MA 01085

2015 Kia Optima

VIN: 5XXGM4A73FG354947
8 Mile Detailing LLC

23 Birch Rd.

Swanzey, NH 03446

2021 Honeystar 50 Moped
VIN: LSYACBBMON1105039
Catherine Blake

28 Forrester St.

Newburyport, MA 01950

2010 Mazda Cx-7

VIN: IM3ER4WL7A0311955
Amanda Francis

16 Olivine St., Apt. 2
Chicopee, MA 01013

2015 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FA6POH70FR108091
Steve Autar

109 Prospect St. #2
Schenectady, NY 12308

2007 Dodge Nitro

VIN: 1D8GU28K57W650150
Jonathan Cruz

15 N Summer St., Apt. 1C
Holyoke, MA 01040

2014 Utility Trailer Mfg Base
VIN: 1UYVS2532EG833913
Best Way Logistics 1 Inc.
2701 Washington Blvd. #2
Bellwood, IL 60104

2013 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1GJAA63DG023912
Charles Obutu Obutu

463 Belmont Ave.
Springfield, MA 01108

2014 Honda Insight

VIN: JHMZE2H32ES003009
Scott Forest

133 Allyn St.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2012 Scion TC

vin: Jtkjf5¢c78¢3026964
Tristan Bell

657 S Westfield St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

E Bike

Chepurin Yan

37 Cabot St.
Westfield, MA 01085

2014 Volkswagen Passat

VIN: 1IVWAT7A35EC097079
Anthony Dekarski

242 Montgomery Rd.
Westfield, MA 01085

2018 Ford Fusion

VIN: 3FA6POLUOJR193844
Dakota Shatto-Ravalli

408 Northampton Rd., Apt. 105
Ambherst, MA 01002

2019 Moped

VIN: LONTCBAD101011264
Alexis Grres

2 Hiill Ave.

Easthampton, MA 01027

2012 Ford Focus

VIN: 1IFAHP3F27CL216557
Anibal Almonte

80 Debra Drive

Chicopee, MA 01020

09/18, 09/25, 10/02/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on October 9th,
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisty our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.

2004 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD18824H549430
Stephanie Jackson

3 Laurel St., Apt. 11

Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Isuzu NQR

VIN: JALESB16X77904380
Fast & Quality Moving Inc
8 Adair Rd., Apt. 2
Brighton, MA 02135

2025 Fly Wing Taizho

VIN: HZ2TCDM48S1008323
Miguel Angel De Jesus Martinez
220 Pearl St.

Springfield, MA 01105

2010 Mazda Mazda 3

VIN: IMIBL1S64A1314494
Pamela Dean

105 Union St.

Westfield, MA 01085

2010 Hyundai Elantra

VIN: KMHDC8AEOAU074574
Cassidy Day

1 Summer St., Apt. 1B
Easthampton, MA 01027

2013 Subaru Impreza

VIN: JF1GPAU63D2860876
Miguel Rodriguez

37 Lynwood Ave.

Holyoke, MA 01040

2018 Audi Q7

VIN: WAILHAF73JD036883
Stephan Frank

121 Village St.

Bristol, CT 06010

2021 Taizhou Rugby 11

VIN: LSYTCKAVOM1138977
Thomas Lavin

341 Huttleston Ave.
Fairhaven, MA 02719

2013 Subaru Outback

VIN: 4S4BRBAC3D3224916\
Solomon Reynolds

97 Hamlin St.

Manchester, CT 06040

2006 Cheverolet Sivlerado 1500
VIN: 3GCEK14V76G181582
Jennifer Desreuisseau

519 E River St., Lot 38

Orange, MA 01364

2005 Honda Accord

VIN: IHGCM56405A005033
Richard Browning

224 Woodville Rd.

Asaway, R1 02804

2020 Honda Accord

VIN: 1THGCV1F37LA008344
Lexxiani Lopez

23 Wayland St., Apt. 2R
Hartford, CT 06114

2011 Bmw X3

VIN: SUXWXS5C52BL714285
Xoshell Baez

251 Beacon Cir.

Springfield, MA 01119

2

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

2010 Acura MDX

VIN: 2HNYD2H6XAH506373
Carlos Villanueva Martinez

121 Pilgrim Ave.

Worcester, MA 01604

2014 Honda Pilot

VIN: SENYF4H4XEBDO1211
Unknown

Unknown

9/25, 10/02, 10/09/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. ¢.255 Sec. 39A

Notice is hereby given by In-
terstate Towing, Inc. pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
section 39A, that on September
25th at Interstate Towing, Inc the
following Motor Vehicles will be
sold at private sale to satisfy our
garage keeper’s lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicles.
2017 HONDA ACCORD
IHGCR2F11HA 141245
DONOVAN ANDREW MARSH
111 JEFFREY RD
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01119

2011 HONDA CRV
5J6RE4H52BL120958
JAMI MAHON

28 ROSEMONT ST
HARTFORD, CT 06120

2005 HONDA ACCORD
1THGCM56445A104535
1446 DWIGHT ST
HOLYOKE, MA 01040

2007 PACE AMERICAN
TRAILER
4FPFB10167G120660
MICHAEL DAN ABBOTT
1101 POWHATAN AVE
PORTSMOUTH VA 23707

2024 TRANS PRO BSWR
LLPTGIHI7R1050061
UNKNOWN OWNER.

2009 BMW 328XI
WBAWC33509P470086
EMMANUEL SMITH-MC-
NEILL

8 SIGOURNEY ST APT 1
WORCESTER, MA 01605

2017 TOYOTA CAMRY
4T1BF1FKOHU794861
EDWARD & JACQUELINE
PROULX

112 WILLSON ST APT D
LUDLOW, MA 0105

2015 SUBARU FORESTER
JF2SJADC2FHS558492

393 BAY RD
BELCHERTOWN, MA
01007

2024 SUPERMACH MOPED
HODTAEG41RX0805420
UNKOWN OWNER

09/11, 09/18, 09/25/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1602EA
Estate of:
Kym L Peters
Date of Death: 02/08/2025
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Kyla Daigneault of
Chicopee, MA requesting that
the court enter a formal Decree
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final
account and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
10/23/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: September 09, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
09/25/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1995EA
Estate of:

John Michael Spiewak
Also known as: John Spiewak
Date of Death: 09/27/2025

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adju-
dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Eric
J Spiewak of Chicopee, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Eric J Spiewak of Chicopee,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 10/15/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 16, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/25/2026
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PUBLIC NOTICES

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
HUGO F. PONTES, to POLISH
NATIONAL CREDIT UNION,
dated September 28, 2022 and
recorded with the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 24751, Page 111, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing,
the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 a.m., on the
20th day of October, 2026, on
the mortgaged premises believed
to be known as 901 Front Street,
Chicopee, Hampden County,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

“Property Address: 901 Front
Street, Chicopee

The Land in Chicopee, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts
bounded and described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at a point on the
westerly side of Front Street Six
Hundred Forty-eight and 62/100
(648.62) feet southerly from the
point of intersection of the west-
erly side of Front Street with the
southerly side of Grove Street at
land of Peter Chlost et ux, and
running thence

WESTERLY along last named
land One Hundred Seventy-four
and 60/100 (174.60) feet to land
of Boston & Maine Railroad
Company, Lessee of the Con-
necticut River Railroad Compa-
ny; thence running

SOUTHERLY along land of
the Boston & Maine Railroad
Company, Lessee of the Con-
necticut River Railroad Compa-
ny, to land of Stanley Siok, et ux;
thence running

EASTERLY along last named
land One Hundred Forty-six and
50/100 (146.50) feet, more or
less, to the westerly side of Front
Street; thence running

NORTHERLY along the west-
erly side of said Front Street Six-
ty (60) feet to the point of begin-
ning.

BEING the same premis-
es conveyed to the Mortgagors
herein by deed of Francisco E.
Santos, et ux, dated July 2, 2004
and recorded as aforesaid in
Book 14331, Page 450.”

The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all restrictions,
easements, improvements, cov-
enants, outstanding tax titles,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, and existing
encumbrances of record superi-
or to the Mortgage, if any. Said
premises will also be sold subject
to all leases and tenancies having

priority over said Mortgage, to
tenancies or occupation by per-
sons on the premises now and at
the time of said auction which
tenancies or occupation are sub-
ject to said Mortgage, to rights
or claims in personal property
installed by tenants or former
tenants now located on the prem-
ises, also to all laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited
to, all building and zoning laws
and ordinances. It shall be the
purchaser’s sole responsibility to
ascertain all items described in
this paragraph and no representa-
tions are made concerning com-
pliance with applicable zoning,
building, sanitary or other state
and/or municipal regulations.
TERMS OF SALE: TEN
THOUSAND AND  00/100
($10,000.00) DOLLARS will be
required to be paid in cash, or by
certified or bank cashier’s check
by the purchaser at the time and

place of sale, said deposit to be
increased to an amount equal to
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price, within five (5) busi-
ness days of the sale, to be paid
in cash, or by certified or bank
cashier’s check by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price
in connection with the sale shall
be paid in cash, or by certified
or bank cashier’s check within
thirty (30) days of the date of
the sale and the Deed transferred
contemporaneously therewith. A
buyer’s premium equal to five
percent (5%) of the successful
bid will be paid by the successful
bidder and incorporated within
the purchase price. The purchas-
er at the sale shall be required to
sign a Memorandum of terms of
sale containing the above terms at
the Auction sale. The purchaser
will be responsible for all closing
costs, Massachusetts deed excise
stamps and all recording fees.

The sale may be postponed or
adjourned from time to time, if
necessary, by the attorney for the
mortgagee at the scheduled time
and place of sale. The descrip-
tion for the premises contained in
said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Polish National Credit Union,

Present Holder of said Mort-
gage

By:

/s/Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Jonathan C. Sapirstein

SAPIRSTEIN & SAPIRSTEIN,
P.C.

1500 Main Street, Suite 2504
P.O. Box 15408

Springfield, MA 01115-5408
Tel.: (413) 827-7500

Its Attorneys

Date: August 31, 2026
09/11, 09/18, 09/25/2026

MSBA BENEFITS — WESTERN MA COMMUNITIES

CBA

ARCHITECTS

Springfield Gerena Comm Schl

Pittsfield Crosby ES
Barry ES
Longmeadow Middle School
Fort River ES
Greylock ES
Easthampton Mountain View PK-5
Westfield Westfield River ES
Springfield De Berry Swan ES
West Springfield Coburn ES
Fisher HillLES
Ludlow Chapin StES
Springfield Brightwood ES

Granby East Meadow MS

Chicopee

131 million In progress/Not set
80-120 million 2031
106 million $899 2029
151 million 2028
98.2 million $769 2026
$65,362,859 $726 2027
109 million $508 2022
62.2 million $570 2025
$75,788,107 $498 2023
69 million $457 2023
45 million $471 2023
57.5 million $431 2021
82 million $445 2021
34.2 million $385 2018

Table shows a sampling of Western
MA Communities who have taken
advantage of the MSBA Program to
improve the impact their school
districts are able to offer their
residents

Chicopee built a compelling case to
MSBA, convincing them that Barry
ES no longer provides an
acceptable educational experience.
In response MSBA invited Chicopee
into their program at the maximum
reimbursement rate allowed by
statute (up to 80% of eligible costs)

Table also reflects escalating trend
of school construction cost/sf

PROJECT SCOPE & BUDGET SUPPORT

Deborah B. Goldbers. James A. MacDonald

Massachusetts School Building Authority

Mary L Pichesti
Cirechor/ Dty CLO

New 2-Story
Prekindergarten

School located
behind the existing
Szetela Early
Childhood Center.

be created to serve
both schools.

PROJECT BUDGET FUNDS

HOW THE FUNDS ARE ALLOCATED

N
TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET

$106,703,811.00

A new entrance will Total Project Budget
$106,703,811.00

=)
through 5% Grade E’e

-
ESTIMATED MAXIMUM
GRANT MONEY

$56,640,343.00

MSBA Estimated Maximum
Facilities Grant

$56,640,343.00

MSBA Benefits - Western MA communities chart.

FINAL SCOPE
from pagel

pacity of 340 students, occu-
py space behind the existing
Szetela Early Childhood Cen-
ter and is tentatively on track
to open in the fall of 2029.

Gardner also outlined
two major cautions: First,
while the current estimated
total project budget is approx-
imately $106.7 million, final
numbers won’t be official un-
til construction is complete—
and delaying the project by
four years due to inflation
could increase costs by $64
million.

Second, that if the proj-
ect fails to meet the required
chamber vote threshold, re-
starting the MSBA process
would delay completion by 9
to 12 years and drive costs up
further.

Gardner explained that
the city has been navigating a
lengthy state funding process
to help offset these figures.
While initial reports indicated
that Chicopee might qualify
for the highest eligible reim-
bursement rate of 80%, the

MSBA ultimately approved
a maximum reimbursement
grant of approximately $57.6
million after reviewing the
project.

This leaves the district
share at about $49.1 million.

Addressing taxpayer
concerns, Vieau stated that
the city is well-equipped to
handle the debt service and
that the project wouldn’t
place a heavy burden on res-
idents.

“Even though this is a
very expensive project, I'm
confident to say that the city
of Chicopee can handle the
debt service because some
of our debt will be paid off
in the next few years, allow-
ing capacity without putting
a huge burden on taxpay-
ers, and with confidence, the
bond council can confirm that
we do not anticipate having to
utilize an override to fund the
project,” Vieau said.

While fiscal worries may
be somewhat eased by those
assurances, non-financial
worries remain high. Local
scrutiny has also come to the
forefront as public concerns

shape the conversation.

Since the project’s in-
ception, many residents have
voiced frustration over the
Szetela site being chosen—
driven largely by Article 97
constraints at the original
Garrity Grove location—as
well as concerns regard-
ing exhaust, air pollution
and traffic from placing two
schools on a single site.

Gardner acknowledged
in his presentation that site
traffic will increase; he noted
that both the state and Chi-
copee have strict idling laws
that local police can enforce
to address these issues before
they transpire. To address en-
vironmental and traffic con-
cerns, Gardner highlighted
several mitigating measures,
such as the city pursuing a
$2.39 million grant to begin
replacing existing buses with
quieter, zero-emission elec-
tric buses. Additionally, the
plan includes tree buffers de-
signed to absorb CO2, filter
airborne pollutants, provide
privacy, and dampen sound
transmission.

As part of traffic miti-
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gation, Gardner emphasized
that a core priority is pre-
venting vehicles from spill-
ing onto Granby Road during
morning drop-offs.

“One of the early prior-
ities we established was that
we don’t want any of the
queuing lines from the par-
ents dropping students off to
back up onto Granby Road,
SO we got a very extensive
kind of parent drop-off loop
to make sure that both schools
can be accommodated on the
site without backing up onto
Granby Road,” Gardner said.

In addition, school traffic
would be routed away from
residential ~ neighborhoods

via a brand-new property en-
trance at 562 Granby Road,
which was taken by the city
via eminent domain earlier
this year. The project also
includes new sidewalks near
the entrance to boost pedes-
trian safety.

“We are providing side-
walks on the east side of
Granby Road, where there
are none currently... because
it’s a school project, anything
we do off the property line is
not reimbursable through the
MSBA, so we want to address
the concern, but we don’t
want to spend money on a
school project that is more of
a city project,” Gardner said.

“We are proposing sidewalks
from Simonich Street, to the
north, and down to Sunflower
on the south, and there will be
monitored crosswalks at the
school entrance.”

Gardner also shared that
either a signalized intersec-
tion or a roundabout will be
used to calm traffic, but cited
that the roundabout solution
is currently preferred by the
city and most stakeholders.

As previously reported,
none of these specific im-
provements—including  the
roundabout, the traffic sig-
nal, and the demolition of the
original Barry School—will
be covered by the MSBA.
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Furthermore,  Benard
raised serious questions
about whether Healey had
legitimate authority to pass
a law that directly contra-
dicts federal statutes.

According to Article
VI, Clause 2 of the U.S.
Constitution, federal law
supersedes state law when
the two conflict.

“In contrary to what
[Healey] says, under our
federal immigration laws,
she’s incorrect. In a situa-
tion like that, ICE or any
other federal agent does
not need to get a warrant
from a judge,” Benard said.
“I can even state what part
of the Constitution that’s
in. So, I don’t know if we
have anything covering
that, so I don’t know if we
should be voting unless we
have an answer to that.”

Rebecca Bouchard,
the district’s legal compli-
ance officer and attorney
for the School Committee,
explained that the mod-
el policy extends from the

Massachusetts Association
of School Committees and
that the district is legally
obligated to adapt it locally.

“We’re not asking
teachers to do anything
in violation of the law,”
Bouchard said. “The policy
and the procedure will be to
contact a building adminis-
trator, who will then speak
with the law enforcement
person, and we will verify
their purpose and whether
or not they have a lawful
judicial warrant or judicial
order. It’s just creating a
process for managing this
situation in the off-chance
that it could occur.”

Bouchard was offput by
Benard’s remarks.

She said, “first of all,”
no one will be granted ac-
cess to a Chicopee school
building unless they belong
there and are credentialed.

“So, if there’s someone
in our building who’s not
supposed to be in our build-
ing, we’re going to be deal-
ing with that,” Bouchard
said. “If there’s someone in
our building who’s not sup-
posed to be in our building,

I’m not calling federal law
enforcement.”

Bouchard said that the
school resource officer and
building administrators
would be asked to handle
the circumstance.

“I'm not waiting for
someone else to come and
solve that problem,” Bouch-
ard said. “The safety of our
children is paramount. That
is how we will respond, and
that is how we currently re-
spond. This doesn’t change
any of that.”

Ultimately, Bouchard’s
advocacy for adopting the
PROTECT Act fell on deaf
ears.

Nevertheless, it is
worth  noting  several
School Committee mem-
bers were absent during
last Wednesday’s meeting,
and the item still received
six of the eight votes it
would have needed to
pass.

As this topic is not like-
ly to disappear any time
soon, it will be interesting
to see how the discussion
reappears before the School
Committee moving forward.





