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- sports -
helped topseeded Mount 
Carmel FC win the cham-
pionship title once again 
with a crisp 2–0 win over 
secondseeded Rumbleseat 
before a large crowd at 
Lusitano Stadium in Lud-
low on Friday, July 31.

“We’ve won the last 
two men’s champion-
ship titles with Villa, and 
this is our first one with 
Mount Carmel,” Bourget 
said. “Winning the cham-
pionship game is some-
thing that we expect to do 
every year. It was a hard 
fought battle tonight. 
Rumbleseat played very 
well against us.” 

Mount Carmel FC, 
who finished the PVSSL 
regular season with a 
10-1-0 record, defeated 
fourth-seeded CF Ardor, 
2-0, in the semifinals.

Rumbleseat, who also 
lost to Mount Carmel 
during the regular sea-
son, entered the playoffs 
with a 9-1-1 record. They 
advanced into the men’s 
finals for the first time 
in more than ten years 

after knocking off  the 
third-seeded KO Elites 
FC, 2-1, in the semifinals.

“This is the first time 
that we’ve made the fi-
nals in many years, and it 
was a fun game tonight,” 
said Kyle Giroud, who 
was an outstanding three-
sport athlete at Chicop-
ee Comp. “It’s always a 
great time playing in this 
league and I’m looking 
forward to playing again 
next year.”

Giroud is also a mem-
ber of  the Skidmore Col-
lege men’s soccer team.

The men’s finals was 
scoreless at halftime.

Mount Carmel broke 
the ice four minutes into 
the second half. 

The scoring play began 
with a crossing pass from 
Joao Miranda to Dean-
drae Brown, who fired 
a shot from the top of 
the box past Rumbleseat 
goalie Luke Theroux.

Miranda was selected 
as the M.V.P. following 
the match.

About ten minutes lat-
er, Perham scored a goal, 

which was assisted by 
Brown.

“It just felt awesome to 
score a goal in the cham-
pionship game,” Perham 
said. “We took control of 
the game at the start of 
the second half. We had 
another great season.”  

Perham has been a 
member of  Villa/Mount 
Carmel for the past four 
years.

“I’m very happy for 
Mason,” Bourget said. 
“He began playing with 
us the year after he grad-
uated from Minnechaug. 
We also have a couple of 
other Minnechaug play-
ers on our team. We have 
a bunch of  talented play-
ers on this team.”

The other former Min-
nechaug soccer players 
listed on the Mount Car-
mel roster are Kyle Atkin, 
Nick Cianflone, Chase 
Henderson, and Cam Ri-
gney.

The members of  the 
Mount Carmel FC are 
hoping to make it a four-
peat in the summer of 
2027.
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phy was in 2024. They beat 
top seeded Here for Beer in 
the finals a year ago.

“We’ve set a high strand-
ed here,” Andre added. “A 
number of these players have 
been playing for me since 
our first year in this league. 
We also add a couple of new 
players each year. The play-
ers get along with each other 
very well and we always have 
a lot of fun.” 

West Side Sports Shop, 
who finished the 2026 reg-
ular season with a 7-4-0 re-
cord, defeated the fifth-seed-
ed Lusitano Women, 5-1, in 
the quarterfinals. Just like 
they did a year ago, they beat 
top seeded Here for Beer, 
3-2, in the semifinals. West 
Side Sports also won the reg-
ular season match-up Here 
for Beer.

“Here For Beer is a very 
talented soccer team,” An-
dre said. “We played very 
well against them the other 
night.”

The West Side Sports 
Shop captain is Rhiann 
Ryan, who graduated from 
Minnechaug a couple of 
years ago.

“I love being a member of 
this soccer team,” Ryan said. 

“It feels nice to finally beat 
Xtremes, especially after los-
ing to them twice during the 
regular season.”

Six other players listed 
on the Westside Sports Shop 
roster played soccer for leg-
endary head coach Nundi 
Goncalves at Minnechaug. 
They are Emily Howard, 
Gabby Rita, Lylah Jean-
notte, Chapin Jeannotte, 
Gaby Williams, and Claire 
Poindexter.

One of the West Side 
Sports Shop starters in the 
championship match was 
Mallory Pereira, who grad-
uated from Ludlow High 
School.

Julianna Beaulieu, who 
graduated from Chicopee 
Comp, was selected as the 
M.V.P. of the women’s cham-
pionship game.

“I never expected to be 
the M.V.P. of this game, but 
I knew we could win an-
other championship title,” 
Beaulieu said. “I’ve now 
won three championships 
with this team, which is very 
special. It’s been a lot of fun 
playing soccer for this team.” 

Beaulieu, who played 
both basketball and soccer 
at Utica University, scored a 
pair of goals in the finals.

She got things rolling 
during the 16th minute of 
the opening half by put-
ting a shot into the back of 
the net past goalie Madison 
Harmon.

“Once the ball left my 
foot, I knew it was going into 
the net,” Beaulieu said. “It 
set the tone for the rest of 
the game.”

The Xtremes, who went 
10-1-0 during the regular 
season, had an opportunity 
to tie the score during the 
27th minute. Gianna Sakow-
ski, who also graduated from 
Minnechaug, fired a shot on 
goal, which sailed high over 
the crossbar.

Beaulieu scored her sec-
ond goal early in the second 
half.

Sara Avery, who was 
the West Side Sports Shop 
starting goalie, didn’t have 
to make very many saves in 
recording the shutout. Avery 
lives in Belchertown and she 
graduated from the Mac-
Duffie School. She’ll be a 
senior on the AIC women’s 
soccer team this fall.

The members of the 
West Side Sports Shop will 
be looking to win another 
PVSSL championship title 
next summer.  
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help
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TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:15 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
New England Power Company 
for a Special Permit and a Vari-
ance from the front yard setback 
for the expansion of an existing 
electrical substation at 39 East 
Brookfield Road, North Brook-
field, MA.

The application is filed pursu-
ant to the Town of North Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws. Section IV, 
C.1 (Business General District) 
allows any use permitted under 
Section IV, A.2, except sub-
sections (f) and (h). Section IV, 
A.2(e) provides that a power sub-
station is permitted by Special 
Permit from the Zoning Board 
of Appeals.  Any person inter-
ested or wishing to be heard on 
this matter is invited to attend the 
public hearing.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
that the North Brookfield Zon-
ing Board of Appeals will hold a 
public hearing pursuant to Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chap-
ter 40A and the Town of North 
Brookfield Zoning Bylaw

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/14, 08/21/26

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:30 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
John Nurik, 28 Lakeview Road, 
North Brookfield, MA, regard-
ing property located at 18 Park 
Street, North Brookfield, MA.

The applicant proposes to de-
molish the existing camp and 
construct a garage with a dwell-
ing unit on the second floor. The 
Building Inspector has deter-
mined that the existing structure 
constitutes an existing dwell-
ing and that reconstruction of 
the dwelling requires a Special 
Permit pursuant to the Town of 
North Brookfield Zoning By-
laws, Section VI, B.4.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on this mat-
ter is invited to attend the public 
hearing.

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/07, 08/14/2026

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

ZONING BOARD 
OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the 
North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 

Hearing on Monday, August 24, 
2026, at 6:45 p.m. at the North 
Brookfield Senior Center, 29 
Forest Street, North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts.

The purpose of the hearing 
is to consider the application of 
Kenneth Epstein, 90 Bell Street, 
North Brookfield, MA, regard-
ing property located at 90 Bell 
Street, North Brookfield, MA.

The applicant proposes to re-
locate the construction of a ga-
rage within the required front 
and side yard setbacks due to the 
topography of the property. The 
property is located in the R-30 
Zoning District, where the min-
imum front yard setback is 50 
feet and the minimum side yard 
setback is 15 feet. The proposed 
garage would be located 40 feet 
from the front lot line and 7 feet 
from the side lot line.

The application requests vari-
ances from the required front 
and side yard setbacks pursuant 
to Section VII, B.3 of the Town 
of North Brookfield Zoning By-
laws.

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on this mat-
ter is invited to attend the public 
hearing.

North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

08/07, 08/14/2026

- public notices -

- public safety -
During the weeks of July 

27-Aug. 10, the Hardwick/
New Braintree Police De-
partment responded to 29 
building/property checks, 
47 directed/area patrols, 11 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, 10 emer-
gency 911 calls, four safety 
hazards, three citizen as-
sists, two complaints, one 
structure fire, one scam, one 
property damage, two inves-
tigations, two motor vehicle 
accidents, five animal calls 
and one motor vehicle stop 
in the town of New Brain-
tree.

Tuesday, July 28
4:03 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Moore Road, 
Patient Refusal

Wednesday, July 29
1:48 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Moore Road, No Action 
Required

1:52 p.m. Complaint, 
Barre Road, Spoken To

4:47 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, West Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:19 p.m. 911 Fire/

Structure, Pierce Road, In-
vestigated

Thursday, July 30
4:32 a.m. Medical Emer-

gency, West Brookfield 
Road, Patient Refusal

6:08 a.m. Safety Haz-
ard, Mara Road, Removed 
Hazard

7:22 p.m. Investigation, 
Gilbertville Road, Investi-
gated

Saturday, Aug. 1
6:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, Aug. 2
6:44 p.m. Complaint, 

West Road, Officer Han-
dled

Monday, Aug. 3
9:13 a.m. 911 Safety 

Hazard, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

11:01 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Moore Road, 
Transported to Hospital

2:25 p.m. Property 
Damage, Old Turnpike 
Road, Call Canceled

8:41 p.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard, West Road, Re-
ferred to Other Agency

Tuesday, Aug. 4
2:11 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-

hicle Crash, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 5
3:50 p.m. 911 Motor Ve-

hicle Crash, Moore Road, 
Officer Handled

11:11 p.m. Investigation, 
Worcester Road, Services 
Rendered

Thursday, Aug. 6
1:55 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Memorial Drive, Officer 
Handled

4:49 p.m. Scam, Memo-
rial Drive, Referred to Oth-
er Agency

Saturday, Aug. 8
4:22 a.m. Medical 

Alarm, Barre Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

Monday, Aug. 10
7:29 a.m. Safety Haz-

ard, Worcester Road, Ser-
vices Rendered

New Braintree Police Log
WARE – On May 22 

at 10:47 p.m. the West-
Comm Regional Dispatch 
received a call reporting a 
fire at 22-28 Otis Avenue. 

A full fist alarm assign-
ment was dispatched and 
on arrival the first crew 
found a working fire with 
heavy smoke and flames 
pushing form unit 26. A 
second and third alarm as-
signment was called for by 
incident command. 

There was initially a 
report of  possible entrap-
ment, it was determined 
that all the residents had 
evacuated prior to the first 
crew’s arrival.

The main body of  the 
fire was quickly knocked 
down and contained to the 
unit of  origin. The size and 
construction of  the apart-
ment complex required 

extensive time to ensure 
there was no extension be-
yond the unit of  origin. 

National Grid was 
called to the scene, and 
power was shut off  to the 
structure. Red Cross was 
also requested to assist the 
18 displaced occupants. 
Many of  the residents have 
been relocated to a tempo-
rary shelter at the Town 
Hall with the assistance of 
the Red Cross and Town/
Emergency Manager Stu-
art Beckley. 

There were no injuries 
reported.

Building Commission-
er Anna Marques has or-
dered the building to be 
secured, as it is currently 
uninhabitable due to ex-
tensive smoke and water 
damage. The State Fire 
Marshal’s office in con-

junction with Ware Police 
and Fire departments are 
conducting an investiga-
tion into the cause and it 
appears currently to be ac-
cidental.

Mutual aid was received 
from Warren, Monson, 
Palmer, Belchertown, West 
Brookfield, Three Rivers, 
Hardwick, Wilbraham, 
Brookfield, Granby Long-
meadow and East Long-
meadow and the Massa-
chusetts State Police.

“I would like to thank 
the Department of  Fire 
Services Support and Re-
hab unit Red Cross, and 
the Rehab 78 unit and its 
canteen for their assistance 
in not only supporting our 
efforts but the aid rendered 
to the building’s residents,” 
Fire Chief  James Martinez 
stated in a press release.

Otis Avenue fire displaces 18 residents
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