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Community cultivates native habitats for pollinators, birds

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY - In
neighborhoods across South
Hadley, native flowers are be-
ginning to bloom, pollinator
gardens are expanding, and
residents are learning that
even small patches of land
can make a meaningful en-
vironmental impact. At the
center of that effort is Grow-
ing Wild South Hadley, a
volunteer-driven group work-
ing to restore native habitats
one yard, garden, and public
space at a time.

Part of the statewide
Growing Wild Massachusetts
initiative through the Massa-
chusetts Department of Con-
servation and Recreation, the
local chapter encourages res-

idents to plant native species
that support birds, butterflies,
bees, and other wildlife.

“Growing Wild South
Hadley is composed of com-
munity volunteers and mem-
bers of the conservation com-
mission who want to grow
native plants in our yards and
around town,” volunteer Gen-
evieve Van de Merghel said.

The group’s work stretch-
es beyond simple beautifica-
tion. Native plants are essen-
tial to the survival of many
pollinators and birds whose
life cycles depend on them.
Van de Merghel pointed to
monarch butterflies as one
example.

“Without native milk-
weed, monarch butterflies
cannot breed,” she said.
“Their caterpillars can only

eat milkweeds to survive.”

The same ecological re-
lationship exists throughout
nature. Many pollinators rely
on specific native plants, and
birds rely on those insects for
food. According to Van de
Merghel, a single brood of
chickadees requires between
6,000 and 9,000 caterpillars
to mature.

“Plants that support pol-
linators feed our birds, too,”
she said.

To help residents partic-
ipate, the group hosts edu-
cational talks at the Gaylord
Memorial Library and orga-
nizes seasonal native plant
giveaways and bulk pur-
chases. One of the group’s
most popular partnerships
is with New England Wet-
land Plants, a wholesale na-

tive plant grower based in
town. By purchasing in bulk,
Growing Wild South Hadley
is able to offer residents flats
of native plants at wholesale
prices.

The organization also
maintains a growing list of
native plant nurseries and
gardening resources on the
town website, helping home-
owners navigate the of-
ten-overwhelming process of
transitioning to native land-
scaping.

While many of the polli-
nator gardens are located on
private residential properties,
the group has also taken on
public projects that serve
as demonstrations for the
broader community. Through
a grant from the Hamp-
den-Hampshire Conservation

District, volunteers estab-
lished a pollinator garden
outside the Gaylord Library.

“This garden is main-
tained by volunteers and is
meant to be a demonstration
garden of how even a small
space can be beautiful and
make such a difference,” Van
de Merghel said.

Another project, a native
bioswale planted near the
River to Range Trail, com-
bines stormwater manage-
ment with habitat restoration.
The drainage channel now
supports butterflies and ben-
eficial pollinators while help-
ing direct runoff away from
the trail and parking areas.

Community involvement
remains central to the or-
ganization’s mission. Resi-
dents can participate through

plant swaps, volunteer gar-
den maintenance, or month-
ly Zoom meetings featuring
guest speakers and updates
on local projects.

Looking toward the fu-
ture, the group hopes its ef-
forts will create something
even larger: a connected
corridor of habitat running
through South Hadley that
can sustain migrating birds
and pollinators for genera-
tions to come.

“We would love to estab-
lish a corridor for migrating
birds and pollinators to travel
through South Hadley,” Van
de Merghel said, “with plen-
ty of delicious food and re-
sources to help them on their
journey or to make South
Hadley their summer home
to raise their families.”

Patriotic music program set for June 7

PALMER - The Fan-
fare Brass presents a Patri-
otic music program cele-
brating the 250th founding
of our country on Sunday,
June 7 at 3 p.m. at St. Paul
Church located at 1060
Central Street in Palmer,
Mass.

The program starts 1768
to current songs and we
speak a little about the his-
tory of each song. A pro-
gram/song sheet will be

passed out for those who
would like to sing along.
Program songs include:
The Liberty Song, God Save
Good Washington, The Girl
I Left Behind, My Country
Tis of Thee, British Grena-
diers, Chester, Yankee Doo-
dle, Shenandoah, The Star
Spangles Banner, Colum-
bia, Battle Hymn of the Re-
public, Battle Cry of Free-
dom, Dixie, Cruel War in
Over, When Johnny Comes

Marching Home,

Eternal

Father, America the Beauti-
ful, Stars and Stripes, You're
A Grand Old Flag, God
Bless America, It’s A Long
Way to Tipperary, Pack
Up Your Troubles, Armes
Forces Themes, Hail to the
Chief, God Bless the USA.

For more information
contact David Neill at 413-
686-5027 or email tbn8@
aol.com.

CLASSROOMV

HCC honors students for 2025-2026 achievements

HOLYOKE - Holy-
oke Community College is
proud to celebrate the stu-
dents who earned honors and
awards for their outstand-
ing achievements during the
2025-2026 academic year.

Awardees were honored

Wednesday, May 20, during
a ceremony in the Bartley
Center for Athletics and Rec-
reation.

Below is a list of HCC
honorees and award recipi-
ents for the 2025-2026 aca-
demic year. Some students

received multiple awards.

A full list of students
along with their specific hon-
ors and awards can be found
at hce.edu/awards-2026

HCC Honors & Awards
for 2025-2026: Ludlow: Sar-
ah Kites.

Cookbook
Club at WPL

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Public Library
Cookbook Club is meeting
on Wednesday, June 3 at
6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection is
“Amrikan: 125 Recipes from
the Indian American Diaspo-
ra” by Khushbu Shah.

Please let the library
know what you’re bringing
when registering so we do
not duplicate recipes. Cook-
ing is encouraged but not re-
quired for attendance. Cop-
ies of the book are available
now at the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club
meets on the first Wednesday
of every other month at 6:30
p.m.

This program is free and
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more
information or to register,
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 95 Berkshire Street
584 West St., Ludlow Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-583-8454 413-543-4204
Sunday services Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults,
Young single adults( 18-30) and teens (11-18)

1st & 3rd Sunday of

the month from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon

Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

2nd & 4th Sunday

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)

2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month 11-12 noon

Classes for Young Women (11-18)
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time
every Sunday(3-10) 11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow
413-583-2630

Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys
Saturday Vigil Masses — 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.
Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream.
See our website for more information:
orchardcovenant.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH

438 Winsor St., Ludiow
413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p..m., closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 9 a.m. (Portuguese);

11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning
Masses — 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese)

Tuesday and Friday Masses — 5:30 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN

(Portuguese)

CATHOLIC CHURCH
45 Newhbury St.

Ludlow, MA 01056
Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip
Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.
Rosary for Peace in Ukraine

on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow
413-583-3467
Pastor — Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence — Rev. Norman Bolton
Deacons: Normand Grondin, Keith Davies

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App
Wed., May 27, — Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C), Holy

Mother Choir — 4:30 PM (C), Bible Study — 6:30 PM

Sunday Masses — 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); (R)

10am.and 11:15a.m.

Sunday Evening Mass — 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am
Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm
Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Thurs., May 28, — Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C)
Fri., May 29, — Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C)
Sat., May 30, - Confessions — 2:30PM (C), Saturday
Vigil Mass — 4:00 PM (C)

Sun., May 31, — Sunday Masses at 7:30 AM, 9:15
AM, 11:00 AM, 5:00 PM (C), Lifeteen, - 6:00 PM (JR)
Mon., June 1, - Daily Mass — 7:30 AM (C)
Tues., June 2, — Daily Mass - 7:30 AM (C), Middle
School Youth Ministry — 3:30 PM (JR), St. Rita Choir
—4:00 (C),Pasta Committee Meeting - 6:00 PM (ZR),
Bereavement Support Group — 6:30 PM (ER), Parish
Eucharistic revival Committee Meeting — 6:30 PM
(JR)

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15-4 p.m.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

The Register

Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month — 8:30 a.m.

For more information, visit
ourladyoffatimaparish.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow
(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups
meet at 9:45am
Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS
Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm

Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St. Ludlow
413-583-3339 office

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm

Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor
413-285-3069

Call her at other times to make an appointment
Sunday Worship at 10 am alternating weekly with

Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Check our Facebook page or website for the

schedule of worship and events
https://www.facebook/firstchurchludiow
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers

MEMORIALS

glC  MEMORIALS)

haluchsmemorials.com

Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St

Ludlow, MA 1| 583-6508

LEGALS

LUDLOW
PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT
HOME OCCUPATION

The Ludlow Planning Board
will hold a public hearing in Lud-
low Town Hall, Select Board’s
Conference Room on Thursday,
June 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
on the application of Camron
Moreau of 34 Grant Avenue,
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map
12B, Parcel 35) for: home office
for HVAC business.

If for any reason this hearing is
cancelled, it will be rescheduled
to Thursday, June 25, 2026.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
05/20, 05/27/2026

LUDLOW
PLANNING BOARD
4LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT
HOME OCCUPATION

The Ludlow Planning Board
will hold a public hearing in Lud-
low Town Hall, Select Board’s
Conference Room on Thursday,
June 11, 2026, at 7:10 p.m. on
the application of Richard Yelin-
ek of 50 Stivens Terrace, Lud-
low, MA (Assessors’ Map 15B,
Parcel 141) for: home office for
limousine business.

If for any reason this hearing is
cancelled, it will be rescheduled
to Thursday, June 25, 2026.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
05/27, 06/03/2026

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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portfolio of customers.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping local
businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which
tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling
advertising for our community newspapers. The right
candidate will assume an established territory with a

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

We are a locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com






