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an existing reserve fund.
Belchertown
Superintendent Brian
Cameron said the high
school stadium field has
been aerated, overseed-
ed and top-dressed and is
being manually watered
while crews work to repair
an idle irrigation system.
The water district has
agreed to let the schools
run the system once a week
using town water, Cameron
said, but the lines and heads
have deteriorated after two
years of inactivity, with

“stuck zone valves, broken
valves, broken heads, heads
that need to be adjusted.”
Cameron said fall use of
the stadium includes rough-
ly five football games, nine
girls’ soccer games, nine
boys’ soccer games and
three field hockey contests,
for about 26 events total.
The committee later
turned to a slate of updat-
ed handbooks. School
Committee member Ruby
Bansal questioned chang-
es at Belchertown High
School, noting that only a
change sheet, not the full
handbook, was initially

available in the committee’s
materials.

Once the correct docu-
ment was shared, Cameron
said the high school hand-
book now emphasizes the
impact of family trips on
chronic absenteeism and
formalizes a schedule of
electronic notices at specif-
ic absence thresholds.

He said the family vaca-
tion section now notes that
chronic absenteeism “may
lead to academic failure for
the year,” and that automat-
ed attendance letters will be
sent at days three, five and
eight. The daily schedule

was also updated to a 7:40
a.m. to 2:18 p.m. school
day.

Cameron added that most
edits across the district
handbooks involved direc-
tory information, updated
arrival and dismissal proce-
dures at Swift River School,
new timeout and seclu-
sion language and nego-
tiated changes in the cen-
tral office, team leader and
employee handbooks.

The committee voted
unanimously to approve the
handbooks.

Members also brief-
ly discussed a high school

rule that the school “does
not schedule, facilitate, or
provide physical or virtual
space for student appoint-
ments with external agen-
cies.”

Cameron said the restric-
tion grew from a past sit-
uation in which a student
was left “in crisis” after a
private therapy session on
campus. He said he would
verify whether a prior part-
nership with Behavioral
Health Network, which had
been treated differently,
remains in place.

In other business, the
committee declared a 2006

Ford Econoline van surplus
after a facilities official
cited significant body rot
and mechanical failures.

The district plans to ask
whether the town wants the
vehicle or consider donat-
ing it to Pathfinder Regional
Vocational Technical High
School before disposal.

The committee also voted
to hire an outside attorney
to act as an investigator in
a personnel matter at the
recommendation of current
legal counsel. Cameron said
the cost would be drawn
from a reserve fund main-
tained for such issues.

DAR from page 1

The presentation also fea-
tured Anna Green-Winslow
who, despite being only 12
years old at the time, was
very active in politics. A
member of the prominent
Winslow family in Boston,
both her diary entries and let-
ters to her mother offered a
unique glimpse into the politi-
cal sphere at the time.

Gosselin also highlighted
ordinary people, who offered
unique glimpses into con-
temporary New England liv-
ing. She cited Moses Short,
whose diary not only chroni-
cled farm tasks such as pull-
ing flax and hauling hay, but
illustrated how revolutionary
soldiers came from every
walk of life.

There was no better exam-
ple of this than the 5,000
black soldiers who fought
in the American Revolution.
Gosselin reported most of the
soldiers were integrated with-
in existing ranks, save for the
First Rhode Island regiment,
which was comprised entirely
of black soldiers.

“This regiment was made
up entirely of black sol-
diers, 179 in total, and they
were commanded by white

bl

soldiers,” Gosselin said
and pointed to Dunmore’s
Proclamation created in 1775,
which promised freedom to
any of Virginia’s 200,000
enslaved people willing to
take up arms for the British.
“According to the Virginia
Gazette, about 800 men did
sign up to that call,” Gosselin
said. “Many of them wore
shirts that read ‘Liberty to
Slaves’ painted on the front.”
The presentation revealed

WORDS OF
THE PEOPLE

how much history is created
by ordinary people thrust into
extraordinary circumstanc-
es. It demonstrated how the
United States’ past is both
complicated and involved
people from all manners
of social stations. Those
interested in learning more
about the Daughters of the
American Revolution and
the free lectures they provide
may check out their work at
https://www.dar.org.
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A section featured famous writers of the time, including freed
slave and poet laureate Phillis Wheatley.

“She (Phyllis Wheatley) is oftentimes
referred to as the poet laureate of the

American Revolution.”

- Daughter of the American Revolution representative

Dr. Denise Gosselin

| PUBLIC NOTICES

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA Gen.
Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of Sep-
tember 17, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2019 Nissan Armanda

Vin: INSAY2NC7K9587053
Color: Black

LKO: Eric Witherspoon

2 Executive Park Dr., Apt. 233
Merrimack, NH 03054

2016 Land Rover Discovery
Sport
Vin: SALCR2BGOGH546990
Color: White
LKO: Tyanna Beth Yaman
62 Cady St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Relentless Towing
Belchertown, MA
413-530-3804
09/03, 09/10, 09/17/2026

Belchertown Conservation
Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the authority of
the Wetlands Protection Act
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, Sec. 40, its
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00)
and the Belchertown Wetlands

Protection Bylaw (Chapter 139),
the Belchertown Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, Septem-
ber 14, 2026 at 7:00 PM in the
Town Hall Auditorium, located
at 2 Jabish Street in Belcher-
town, MA 01007 to review a
Request for Determination of
Applicability permit application
submitted by Clifford Bowen for
the proposed work to build a
single family home at Lot 84.01
Amherst Road (Assessor’s
Map 101-84.01 and 84.02) in
Belchertown. Work is proposed
to occur outside the 100-foot
Buffer Zone to Bordering Vege-
tated Wetlands. Anyone interest-
ed in this matter should appear at
the time and place designated.
09/032026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS26P0532EA
Estate of:
Norman Joseph Ashline
Also Known As:

Norman Joseph Ashline, Jr.
Date of Death:

May 21, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Norman
J. Ashline, III of Belchertown,
MA

a Will has been admitted to

informal probate.

Norman J. Ashline, III of
Belchertown, MA has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the
estate to serve without surety on
the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts

Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of

administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

09/03/2026

Al|S B K

\% R E

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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AUTO BODY

REECE AUTO BODY
Complete Auto Body, Paint &
Repair, auto glass, computerized
paint matching, also routine car
maintenance. Free estimates. Old
Springfield Rd., Belchertown.
413-323-6664.

ALIX & SONS COMPUTER
CENTER. PC/Macs, Laptops,
Screen Repairs. New Computer
Sales and Accessories, PC
Diagnostic Repairs and Upgrades,
On Site Work, Home or Office. 40
Daniel Shays Highway. 413-323-
1122. John Alix, Owner.

SWIFT RIVER GUNWORKS
Full service full time gunsmith.
40 Years experience. Located at
450 State St., Belchertown.
413-658-5690

HAIRDRESSER

COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 Federal
St., Belchertown. 413-323-6012.
Great cuts for men and women. A
full service hair salon. Open Tue-
Sat., evening hours available.
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Let's Hear It for Our
Best Local Businesses
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TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICGE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393

BELL & HUDSON INSURANCE
AGENCY INC., 19 North Main
St., Belchertown, MA 01007. Tel.
413-323-9611, 800-894-9591.
Fax 413-323-6117. Home, auto,
life, commercial, group health.

OUTDOOR POWER

EQUIPMENT

BOYDEN & PERRON INC.
Sales and service, Toro, Wheel
Horse, Scag, Jonsered,
Residential and Commercial.
41 South Whitney St., Amherst,
since 1956. Call today. 253-7358.

ROBERTS ROOFS CO.,
INC. Trusted name since
1982. Commercial, industrial,
residential. Specializing in
shingles, slate copper work,
historical restoration, flat roofing.
Snow Removal. Fully licensed.
Free estimates. 413-283-4395
www.robertsroofsinc.com

AMHERST WELDING, INC.
Snow plows, sanders, sales &
service, hydraulic hoses & repairs,
trailer hitches, trailer repairs,
welding, fabrication, lawnmower
repairs. 330 Harkness Rd.,
Amherst. 413-253-4867






