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TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC MEETING
The Conservation Commis-

sion will hold a public meeting 
pursuant to the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act and the Local Wetlands 
Bylaw and Regulations to con-
sider a Request for Determina-
tion filed by the Town of South 
Hadley to conduct vegetation 
management within a resource 
area. The project involves mow-
ing an invasive species (Phrag-
mites australis) in two locations 
on the property. Both locations 
are Bordering Vegetative Wet-
land (BVW). The property ad-
dress is 315 Amherst Rd (Map 
58, Parcel 96).

The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 at 
6pm virtually. Login informa-
tion will be provided with the 
posted agenda on the Town web-
site. A copy of the request is on 
file in the Conservation Com-
mission office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available to the 
public for inspection between 
the hours of 8:30am to 4pm Mon 
- Thurs. Plans are also available 
online at www.southhadley.
org/603/Project-Plans.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at 
the time and place designated.

April Doroski
Conservation Chair

06/19/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0374EA
Estate of: 

Thomas Anthony Hudock 
Also known as: 

Thomas A. Hudock 
Date of Death: 11/14/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Thomas A 
Hudock, Jr. of South Hadley, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Or-
der and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Thomas A Hudock, Jr. of 
South Hadley, MA  be appoint-
ed as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 

written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of  07/08/2026. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further no-
tice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 10, 2026   

Mark S. Ames,
 Register of Probate

06/19/2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Similar
  4. Have an ambitious 

plan or a lofty goal
 10. No (Scottish)
 11. __ Aires, city
 12. Morning
 14. Senior’s son 

(abbr.)
 15. A notable 

achievement
 16. European nation
 18. Endings
 22. Puts into place
 23. Former
 24. Grenadier
 26. Sea patrol
 27. Algerian port
 28. Norwegian river
 30. Precipitation
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. New York is one
 36. Patti Hearst’s 

captors
 37. Soft mineral with 

greasy feel
 39. Retired Brazilian 

footballer
 40. An Indian 

nursemaid 
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Immobile
 48. Insignia of royalty
 50. Seeds from which 

chocolate is made
 51. Begin again
 52. Round root
 53. Beginning to end 

(alt. sp.)
 54. What newlyweds 

just said
 55. Empire State
 56. Give back
 58. College hoops 

tournament
 59. Unstable situations

 60. Young women’s 
association

CLUES DOWN
  1. Administer a drug
  2. Holy places
  3. Contrary opinions
  4. Blood type
  5. Gags
  6. Micturating
  7. Silly
  8. A type of “cuff”
  9. Spanish be
 12. Austrian river
 13. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid
 17. Consume food
 19. California 

supermarket
 20. Electronic 

communication
 21. Cassia tree
 25. Written works

 29. Cool!
 31. Noteworthy 90s 

lawyer Kenneth
 32. One who was 

compensated
 33. National symbols
 35. Raising
 38. A type of talk
 41. Cloud
 43. Middle Eastern 

peoples
 44. Pouches
 45. 007’s creator
 46. A cut of meat
 47. Sports 

entertainment 
award

 49. Christine __, 
actress

 56. Relief organization 
(abbr.)

 57. Canadian province 
(abbr.)

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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Our Team Turns Your Real Estate Dreams Into Reality
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony

JUMP   ❙   page ?
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
★★

★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice

Turley staff photo
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Anne “Betsy” Merritt 
Grim, 71, died peacefully 
on June 8, 2026 after a brief 
battle with an aggressive can-
cer. Surrounded by the family 
she loved so fiercely, she left 
this world in the same way 
she lived her life-with love, 
laughter, and those closest to 
her by her side.

Born to Cyrus and Barba-
ra Merritt, Betsy grew up in a 
close-knit Irish family whose 
commitment to one another 
shaped the way she lived her 
life. She was often described 
simply as “the kind one.” 
Family members knew they 
could count on her, whether 
they needed advice, reassur-
ance, or simply someone to 
listen to them.

Betsy’s greatest partner-
ship was with her husband 
Kirk, with whom she built a 
life centered on family and 
unconditional love through 
46 years of marriage. They 
began their life together in 
South Hadley, Massachusetts, 
before settling in Belcher-
town, where they lived for 35 
years and built deep roots in 
the community. Belchertown 
became home in every sense 
of the word-where they raised 
their three children and grew 
lifelong friendships. Their 
home was the natural gather-
ing place for neighborhood 
children, family, and friends.

As a mother and grand-
mother, she was a steady 
presence in the lives of those 
she loved. As her children es-
tablished homes and families 
of their own, she remained 
their biggest supporter, offer-
ing encouragement, practi-
cal help, and the reassurance 
that she was only a phone call 
away. Known affectionately 
as “Gramma B,” she delighted 

in being part of her 
grandchildren’s 
everyday lives and 
special milestones 
alike.

Professionally, 
Betsy dedicated 
more than three 
decades to Com-
munity Options in 
Belchertown MA, 
where she served 
as Program Direc-
tor. Helping indi-
viduals with developmental 
disabilities find meaningful 
employment and build inde-
pendent lives was more than a 
career-it was her calling. She 
believed deeply in the dignity 
and potential of every person 
she served. The people whose 
lives she touched became 
much more than clients; they 
became part of an extended 
family.

Compassion guided every 
aspect of Betsy’s life. Wheth-
er caring for aging parents, 
supporting family members 
through difficult times, wel-
coming new additions to the 
family with one of her hand-
made quilts, or simply show-
ing up when someone needed 
help, she gave of herself free-
ly and without expectation. 
Her love was expressed not 
through grand gestures but 
through a lifetime of pres-
ence, reliability, and care.

Betsy also treasured time 
spent with family and friends. 
She enjoyed summers on 
Cape Cod, traveling through-
out Ireland and Europe, and 
gathering with the people she 
loved. Whether at home, trav-
eling abroad, or sharing time 
with friends, she valued con-
nection above all else.

Betsy will be remem-
bered for her quiet strength, 

her warm hugs, 
and the way she 
made people feel 
seen and cared for. 
Though there are 
not enough words 
to fully capture the 
impact she had on 
the lives around 
her, her legacy 
lives on in the fam-
ily she cherished, 
the community 
she served, and the 

countless people who were 
fortunate enough to know and 
love her.

Betsy is survived by her 
husband, Kirk Grim of Fred-
ericksburg, VA, her children 
Colleen Barlow of Freder-
icksburg, VA, Christopher 
Grim of Washington, D.C. 
and Bridget Grim of Spring-
field, MA, son-in-law Scott 
Barlow, daughter-in-law Lee 
Ann Grim, her grandchildren 
Connor, Ryan and Rowan 
Barlow and Cassady Grim, 
her siblings Mark Merritt of 
Isle-of-Palms, SC, Pamela 
Brisson of Naples, FL, Su-
san Trompke of Granby, MA, 
Patricia Pancione of Whately, 
MA, and numerous in-laws, 
nieces, nephews, and friends. 
She was pre-deceased by her 
parents and brother Timothy 
Merritt.

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, 
July 8, at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Francis of Assisi 

Anne “Betsy” Merritt Grim

Obituary

Legal Notices

HOLYOKE – The third 
annual Wheels for Hope Car 
Show will return to High 
Street on Saturday, June 27.

The show, which will run 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., is a 
fundraiser for cancer patients 
and their families. Money 
raised will be divided among 
Holyoke Medical Center’s 
Oncology Department; Rays 
for Hope, a Western Massa-

chusetts initiative dedicated 
to the fight against breast can-
cer; and children diagnosed 
with cancer.

Holyoke’s High Street, 
from Cabot Street to Apple-
ton Street, will be closed to 
traffic during the one-day 
show. 

The entry fee for exhibi-
tors is $30. Motorcycles and 
power wheels are welcome. 

Prizes will be awarded in five 
categories. A special trophy 
will be presented by a cancer 
survivor.

The show includes raffles, 
food, music, face painting 
and more. Coolers will not be 
allowed.

The rain date is July 11. 
For more information, 

contact Carmen Rodriguez, 
(413) 210-8896.

Wheels for Hope Car Show returns June 27

HOLYOKE – The 80th 
anniversary of the July 9, 
1946, crash of a B-17 that 
killed all 25 aboard will be 
held at the crash site on Sat-
urday, July 11, at 10 a.m.

The flight, enroute to New 
York from Greenland, was 
to stop at Westover Field in 
Chicopee as the port of entry 
into the United States before 
continuing on to its final des-
tination.

For nearly three decades, 
the community has gathered 
annually at the crash site to 
honor their memory and en-
sure that their service and 
sacrifice are never forgotten.

While making the ap-

proach to Westover on a dark, 
rainy night, the plane struck 
the 1200-foot mountain about 
300 feet below the sum-
mit.  After tearing through 
trees, the B-17 hit a rocky 
outcrop causing the aircraft 
to disintegrate and starting 
an intense fire that burned for 
much of the night. 

Several people who were 
at the Mountain Park amuse-
ment park at the base of Mt. 
Tom that night climbed up 
toward the accident site via 
an old cable railway roadbed 
but could not get close due 
to the heat of the fires. In the 
morning, rescue crews found 
the bodies of the young men 

among the wreckage in the 
scarred and charred land-
scape. All were killed on im-
pact.

The crash was, at the time, 
the worst air disaster in New 
England’s history and the 
single largest loss of Coast 
Guard life outside of a mar-
itime accident.

This year’s ceremony 
marks not only the 80th an-
niversary of the tragedy but 
also the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Mt. 
Tom Memorial, which has 
become a place of reflection, 
education, and gratitude for 
generations of visitors.

80th anniversary of 
B-17 crash on Mount Tom

BELCHERTOWN – Join 
members of the Zonta Club 
of Quaboag Valley on Sept. 
12 for a fun day on the links 
at Cold Spring Country Club 
in Belchertown and be a 
champion for women and 
girls. The $120 registration 
includes golf, cart, pastries/
coffee, snacks, box lunch, 
beverages, prizes and more. 

If you aren’t a golfer, you can 
donate a raffle prize or spon-
sor a hole.  

Registration starts at 7:30 
a.m., with a shotgun starts 
at 8:30 a.m. Registration 
form and link are at www.
ZontaQV.org/golf.   Ques-
tions can be directed to Mary 
Knight at 413-219-8260. 
Your support directly funds 

scholarships and grants that 
empower women and girls 
to overcome challenges and 
achieve their full potential. 
We’re working to end child 
marriage, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking, while 
also supporting climate jus-
tice, education equality, and 
women in decision-making 
positions.

Zonta Club offering fun golf day on Sept. 12

DEATH NOTICE

Grim, Anne
Died June 8, 2026
Services July 8, 2026 
at 11 a.m.
St. Francis Assisi 
Church, Belchertown




