
TOWNTOWN  ReminderReminder Page 9July 31, 2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull god
  5. Romanian monetary 

unit
  8. Santa’s helper
 11. Fictional Pink Floyd 

corporal
 13. Sea eagle genus
 14. Broad volcanic 

crater
 15. Minneapolis 

suburb
 16. Actual commercial 

worth (abbr.)
 17. Exchange rate
 18. Ethnic peoples in 

Guinea
 20. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 21. Craft material
 22. Offerings
 25. Early
 30. Large room
 31. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

 32. One who hauls
 33. Shorthand for 

accepting
 38. Promotional 

materials
 41. Loss of memory
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge 

cake
 49. White clerical 

vestment
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 56. Zero
 57. Owl monkey genus
 59. Lace bug genus
 60. Mild expression of 

surprise
 61. Storage devices
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time Korean 

president

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building 

degree
  2. Expression of 

sorrow or pity
  3. Large, stocky, 

lizard
  4. Rumanian river
  5. Missive
  6. Stout-bodied moths
  7. Brings out
  8. Bird of prey
  9. King of Thebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. African antelope
 14. Three are 

particularly famous
 19. Satisfy
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Portion of (abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of 

the Greek alphabet
 27. Consume food
 28. Woman (French)

 29. Scrape or wear 
away by friction

 34. Popular vegetable
 35. Pacific Standard 

Time
 36. Brazilian state capital
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become 

insane
 40. Drier and flakier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN host Kimes
 44. One who moseys
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of 

a ship
 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary in 

Orthodox churches
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave
 54. UNC’s chief rival
 58. Midway between 

south and southeast

LET’S
WORK
TOGETHER

Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic 
person interested in selling 
advertising for our community 
newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an 
established territory with 
a portfolio of customers.

NOW 
HIRING: 
Advertising

Representative

Offering a 
competitive 

commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Join Our Team!
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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram

Please see SUBDIVISION, 
page 3

Please see ROOF, page 3
Please see COLD SPRING, 

page 5

Please see FOOD DRIVE 
page 5
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER
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Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.
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Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Town of Granby 
Massachusetts

Conservation Commission 
The Granby Conservation 

Commission will hold Public 
Hearings pursuant to the Wet-
land Protection Act (MGL Chap-
ter 131, Section 40) on Tuesday 
August 12, 2026 *1 Library 
Lane- Carnegie Building-Top 
Floor to consider the following:

1. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
John Myslinski, owner to see 
whether the area depicted on 
plan(s) referenced is subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act, 
with regards to property located 
on 80R East Street and known as 
Map 5A-B, Lot 19 in the Town 
of Granby.

2. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Robert Hall, owner to see wheth-
er the area depicted on plan(s) 
referenced is subject to the juris-
diction of the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, and to see whether the 
Activities depicted on plan (s) 
referenced is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act and its reg-
ulations property located on 11 
Philip Circle and known as Map 
4, E-14 in the Town of Granby.

 3. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
185 W State St, LLC, (Marilyn 
Iannaccone) owner to see wheth-
er the area depicted on plan(s) 
referenced is subject to the juris-
diction of the Wetlands Protec-
tion Act, and to see whether the 
Activities depicted on plan (s) 
referenced is subject to the Wet-
lands Protection Act and its reg-
ulations with regards to property 
located on 185 West State Street 
and known as Map 3-D, 1/1 in 
the Town of Granby.

 4. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Wayne Graudrault, owner to see 
whether the activities depicted 
on plan(s) referenced is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection Act 
and its regulations, with regards 
to property located on 317 Chi-
copee Street and known as Map 
16A, Lot 9-4 in the Town of 
Granby.

 5. 7:30 pm “RDA” filed by 
Jonothan Szymonik, owner to 
see whether the Activities/area 
depicted on plan (s) referenced 
is subject to the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act and its regulations 
or any Municipal wetland ordi-
nance or bylaw of the Town of 

Granby with regards to property 
located on 193 Amherst Street 
and known as Map 2B, 3 in the 
Town of Granby.

Members of the public can 
attend virtually by phone at +1 
(312) 757-3121 using Access 
Code:  282-289-421or by visit-
ing https://global.gotomeeting.
com/join/282289421.

Anyone wishing information 
and/or to be heard on this mat-
ter should appear at the time and 
place designated. The complete 
materials (including text and 
maps) relative to this “RDA” are 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
Selectmen’s Office located in 
the Granby Senior Center Build-
ing, 2nd Floor, 10-B West State 
Street. Additionally, copies of 
the application may be inspected 
on the Conservation Commis-
sion’s web page at www.gran-
by-ma.gov. 

William Shaheen, Chair
Granby Conservation 

Commission

07/31/2026

 BELCHERTOWN – On 
Sunday, July 19, 35 Belcher-
town Pickleball Community 
(BPC) Pickleball enthusiasts 
assembled for a celebratory 
annual barbeque at the home 
of Denise Smith.

The enthusiasts cele-
brated the “75 Honors Club 
Golden Paddle award” recip-
ients of the past and handed 
out the 2026 award to anoth-
er person honored in the five 
year history of the award.

The first recipient in 2022 
was Bonnie Strickland on the 
occasion of her 86th birth-
day. A once renowned tennis 
player, she applied her skills 
playing pickleball, perfecting 
a “dink shot” on the pickle-
ball court that matched her 
expertise on the tennis court.

In 2023 the Golden Pad-
dle was awarded to Dusty 
Miller. She and Dorothy 
Cresswell were the first to 
introduce pickleball to the 
Belchertown Recreation 
Dept. To date they continue 
to offer beginner and novice 
classes.

Jim Barry joined the 75 
Honors Club in 2024 for his 
contributions as an advocate 
for financing the courts and 
fencing which resulted in 
the 4 courts now located in 
Belchertown. Jim insisted on 
handwriting thank you notes 
to all the donors who helped 
to create our wonderful facil-
ities.

The 2025 award was giv-
en to one of our great found-
ers and facilitators, Larry Da-
vis, who sadly passed away 
December 29, 2025. His 
family accepted the Golden 
Paddle on his behalf at a BPC 
memorial event in March of 
this year. Larry will always 
be remembered for his en-
thusiasm on the courts and 
his advocacy and being one 
of BPC’s initial instructors. 
He was known for exclaim-
ing “the net is your friend” 
when a good shot favored his 
opponent.

According to Wilbur 
Quirk, tournament organizer 
and long time BPC enthusi-
ast: “This prestigious award 
is given annually to one in-
dividual who exemplifies 
continuous dedication to 
the Belchertown Pickleball 
Community.” Wilbur further 
addressed the gathering by 
sharing “All of us have so 
many friends because of the 
pickleball community. You 
are all wonderful.  I have be-
come friends with this one 
woman (pointing at Debbie) 
who has done so much for 
our pickleball community. 
You can’t believe the hours 
she has spent.  It’s just great.”

Debbie has served on 
the Leadership Team since 
the birth of the Belchertown 
Pickleball.

Wilbur then congratulat-
ed Debbie Wood as the 2026 

Denise Smith of Belchertown hosts the awards event.

Pickleball 
enthusiasts gather 
for awards events

recipient of the “75 Hon-
ors Club Golden Paddle.”   
Debbie gracefully accepted 
the Golden Paddle and ex-
pressed her appreciation for 
the many friends and sup-
porters she has made since 
first learning about pickle-
ball in 2017. She then ex-
pressed her gratitude to De-
nise Smith for hosting this 
annual event at her lovely 
estate.

Members of the BPC are 
known for welcoming many 
people from around the area 
who come to play, learn to 
play, and just have fun and 
good times in Belchertown. 
All would not be as good 
if not for the Recreation 
Department, Selectboard, 
Community Preservation 
Committee, local sponsors 
and many other great people 
who have made BPC into 
what it is today.

Legal Notices

Great day for the BPC Annual Awards event. 	 Submitted photos

Debbie Wood displays the Golden 
Paddle individual award and the 
legacy paddle.

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Belchertown Lions Club will 
be returning to the Belcher-
town Town Common on 
Aug. 8 (rain date: Aug. 9) for 
its 3rd Annual Memorial Car 
Show…and it promises to be 
even bigger and better than 
ever.

We will continue with our 
custom-made laser-engraved 
slate trophy plaques with 
leather hanging straps—no 
two the same. We hope that 
your ride will take home one 
of our very unique Top 20, 
four specialties, or the Best 
in Show presentations.

Burgers, dogs, meatball 
grinders, fries, and canned 
soft drinks are available—
along with a raffle table and 
a 50/50 raffle.

All vehicles are wel-
comed (with specialty 
awards for best motorcycle, 
truck, paint, and engine.)

Spectators get free ad-
mission!  Participant parking 
on the grass: $20

No pre-registration (So 
please don’t be a victim of 
online pre-show registration 
scams.)

Registration begins at 
9 a.m. at 28 Park St. on the 

Town Common.  Judging 
continues until 1 p.m.—
followed immediately by 
the raffle drawings and the 
awarding of trophies.

All proceeds will go to 
local charities including 
Veterans’ Affairs, Senior 
Center, fuel assistance, Girl 
Scouts, Scouting America, 
high school scholarships, 
food pantries, etc.

More information and 
possible rain date updates 
can be found at

h t tps : / /www.belcher-
townl ionsc lub.com/car-
show.htm

Lions Club Car Show set for Aug. 8




