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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Midway between south 

and southeast
  4. Fathers
  9. Wine grape
 14. Al Bundy’s wife
 15. Derived from ammonia
 16. Venezuelan state
 17. Interest rate
 18. Experts
 20. Vascular tissues
 22. Smooth and glossy
 23. Administrative region in 

S. Korea
 24. One from Damascus
 28. Special interest group
 29. It cools your home
 30. Oh, God!
 31. Intestinal pouches
 33. Men
 37. Twelfth star in a 

constellation
 38. Former CIA
 39. Arrange in grades of 

size

 41. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal

 42. “The Great Lakes 
State”

 43. Having earlike 
appendages

 44. Momentarily stop
 46. Ancient kingdom
 49. Of I
 50. White clerical vestment
 51. Songs to one’s beloved
 55. Charges
 58. Computer application 

originator
 59. A place to dock a boat
 60. One guided by reason
 64. Slang for cigarette
 65. Sailboats
 66. “Jerry Maguire” actor 

Zellweger
 67. Screen type
 68. Country legend Haggard
 69. Puts together in time
 70. When you anticipate 

arriving

CLUES DOWN
  1. Involuntary muscular 

contraction
  2. Eastern US transit 

agency
  3. Leaves a place
  4. Cease to participate
  5. Current units
  6. Cease to exist
  7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
  8. Earth vibration
  9. Very strong winds
 10. For each one
 11. A bog
 12. The creation of beautiful 

or significant things
 13. Affirmative
 19. Pie _ __ mode
 21. Nonclerical
 24. Indonesian island
 25. Educational 

environment
 26. Namibian peoples
 27. Bring out or develop

 31. Moves into a place of 
thought

 32. Out of the way
 34. Loads a ship
 35. Beloved Hollywood alien
 36. Distinguishes
 40. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
 45. Relating to a wing
 47. One who gives a speech
 48. In the middle
 52. Loop with a running 

knot
 53. Airborne (abbr.)
 54. Sweet persons
 56. Put into play
 57. Small cattle breed
 59. Millisecond
 60. Revolutions per minute
 61. They __
 62. Moon crater
 63. A place to stay the 

night
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help
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Sale Of Motor
Vehicles Under

G.l. C.255 Sec. 39A 
Notice is hereby given by 

Hampshire Towing, 650 New 
Ludlow Rd., South Hadley, MA 
01075, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. C. 255, Section 39A, 
that a sealed bid auction OPEN 
TO  CLASS 2 & 3 LICENSED 
DEALERS ONLY with bids due 
Monday, August 24, 2026 at 8 
a.m. Inquiries can be made to 
Rich at 413-534-5373.

2001 Nissan Pathfinder
VIN: JN8DR09X91W560688
Martha Almanza
142 Prentice St
Springfield MA 01104
2004 Volvo VNL

VIN: 4V4NC9TJ34N364349 
Edrick Santos
135 Massasoit St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01107

2023 ZNEN “Frigate” scooter
VIN: L5YTCKBD2P1131749 
Owner Unknown

2005 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES16395H594289 
Carmen Santiago Rosario
34 Meadow St., Apt 40
Westfield MA 01085

2018 Jeep Compass
VIN: 3C4NJCAB2JT335320
Irene Kadate
29 Biella St., Apt 1
Springfield MA 01104

2001 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES26761H559728 
Monica Gonzalez
18 Saab Ct., Apt 605
Springfield MA 01104

2010 Chrysler Town and Country
VIN: 2A4RR5D11AR228197
Ezekiel Gonzalez Morales
23 N. Summer St., Apt 2D
Holyoke MA 01040

2001 Toyota ECHO
VIN: JTDAT123410122368 Flor 
Platero Ramirez
320 Walnut St
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WD57C891264797 
Eric Archambault
292 Pine St
Holyoke MA 01040

2006 Freightliner CST120
VIN: 1FUJBBCV76LW30390
Francisco Gonzalez
101 Wales Rd
Brimfield MA 01010

2010 Hyundai Genesis Coupe
VIN: KMHHU6KH6AU019929 
Philip Constantino
44 Cardinal Cir
Ludlow MA 01056

2006 Scion xA
VIN: JTKKT624860142830
Cristopher Lora
253 Essex St., Apt 8
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Ford Escape
VIN: 1FMCU03G89KA13201 
Tijuana Young
224 Quinnipiac Ave
New Haven CT 06513

2009 Hyundai ELANTRA
VIN: KMHDU46D49U753278
Isaiah Farnum
38 Bracewell Ave., Apt 3
North Adams MA 01247

2021 Kia K5

5XXG14J26MG022396 Keni-
sha Davis
216 Westover Dr., Apt 6E
Hattiesburg MS 39402

2010 Dodge Nitro
VIN: 1D4PU6GX7AW175114 
Kara Rogers
14 Lakewood Cir
Pittsfield MA 01201

2013 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCR3F89DA044940 
In White
5 Dogwood Ln
Pittsfield MA 01201

2018 Acura MDX
VIN: 5J8YD4H51JL007278 
Raymond Edward Bryant
PO Box 466
Weare NH 03281

2012 Kia Sportage
VIN: KNDPCCA26C7269056 
Stephen Ciepiela
163 Pine St
Dalton MA 01226

2011 Subaru Legacy
VIN: 4S3BMBC63B3261536 
Jose Mateo
8 Brown Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2009 Subaru Impreza
VIN: JF1GE61659H513383 
Jose Lopez
35 Wisteria St
Springfield MA 01119

2010 Mazda Mazda3
VIN: JM1BL1S66A1342684 
Kelvin Suarez
117 Melvin St
Chicopee MA 01013

2005 Audi A6
VIN: WAUDG74F15N080548 
Amillion Sanchez
767 Chicopee St., Apt 1
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Honda Accord
VIN: 1HGCP267X9A125301
Jasmin Torres
19 Quirk Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

2010 Nissan Altima
VIN: 1N4BL2AP1AN473732
Jacqueline Sanchez
40 Woodside Ter., Apt 4
Springfield MA 01108

2013 Jeep Wrangler
VIN: 1C4AJWAG1DL591654 
Carmen Soto-Fontanez
26 Gardner Rd
Chicopee MA 01013

2009 Acura RDX
VIN: 5J8TB18289A003157 
Jarileemari Opio Bonilla
170 Hampshire St., Apt 3R
Holyoke MA 01040

2008 Hyundai TUCSON
VIN: KM8JN12D28U910423 
Sherley Cardona Ferrer
25 Laurence St
Springfield MA 01104

2012 Chevrolet Impala
VIN: 2G1WB5E38C1208147 
Anthony Bettencourt
190 Earle St., Apt 3E
New Bedford MA 02746

2008 Mercedes-Benz C-Class
VIN: WDDGF81X38F175512 
Kimberly Quinones
92 Rivers Ave., Apt 3
Chicopee MA 01013

2012 Audi A6 
VIN: WAUDFAFCXCN116611 
Junior Kernagham

107 Ashley Ave., Apt A
W. Springfield MA 01089

2014 Buick Encore
VIN: KL4CJHSB5EB602969 
Owner Unknown

2018 Ford Transit Connect
VIN: NM0LS7E79J1380809 
Nicholas Lentocha
27 Farmstead Ln
Glastonbury CT 06033

2006 Kia Sedona
VIN: KNDMB233366029639 
Heriberto Miranda Viera
142 Montague Rd
Leverett MA 01054

08/07, 08/14, 08/21/2026

TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HYBRID 
PUBLIC HEARING

Proposed Amendments to 
the Zoning Bylaw Regarding 

Agricultural Uses 
The South Hadley Planning 

Board will hold a hybrid pub-
lic hearing on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
to discuss proposing articles to 
Town Meeting for the purpose 
of amending the Zoning Bylaw 
to repeal and replace § 255-25 
“Agricultural, Horticultural and 
Floricultural Uses” with “Agri-
cultural Uses Accessory to Res-
idential Use”; repeal and replace 
§ 255-26 “Stables and Riding 
Academies” with “Commercial 
Agricultural Uses”; amend § 
255-10 to insert new definitions 
related to agricultural and related 
uses; amend § 255-24 regarding 
Accessory Uses and Buildings; 
amend § 255-41 regarding Out-
door Recreation Facilities; and 
amend the Zoning Use Schedule 
as relevant. These amendments 
seek to address inconsistencies 
within the Zoning Bylaw and 
ensure compliance with agricul-
tural use protections identified 
under MGL Chapter 40A, Sec-
tion 3; along with other relevant 
amendments.

The public hearing will be 
held through hybrid format with 
in-person attendance to be locat-
ed in the multipurpose room of 
the South Hadley Senior Center, 
45 Dayton Street South Hadley 
MA 01075. Virtual attendance 
will be hosted through the log-in 
information below:

URL to join: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89989664296?pwd=
Fi6hkHiSrTiqQ4facFj9ZJ9
bSJsbjS.1

Or join by phone: +1 (309) 
205 3325 Webinar ID: 899 
8966 4296 Passcode: 281320

The current drafts of the pro-
posed bylaws and any accompa-
nying documentation can be found 
here: https://www.southhadley.
org/1318/ProposedDraft-Bylaws. 
Alternatively, hard-copies of the
documents can be viewed at the 
Planning & Conservation De-
partment Office (Room U6) in 
Town Hall. Any person interest-
ed in, or wishing to be heard, 
should appear/join the hearing at 
the time and in the manner des-
ignated.

Brad Hutchison, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board

08/07, 08/14/2026

Legal Notices

tion of the violation.  It’s go-
ing to take a picture of your 
license plate.”

Reported cases will be 
transmitted to Bus Patrol, 
who will look at the data, 
identify the footage and 
transfer it over to the police 
department to verify.  Should 
the record be verified as a 
violation, a written warning 
will be issued and a violation 
will be sent in the mail to the 
perpetrator.  Baran stressed 
the registered vehicle owner 
will be responsible for the 
citation.

Bus Patrol representative 
Michael Gorman was remote 
during the meeting to answer 
questions.  During his intro-
duction, he stated there were 
43 million cars which didn’t 
stop as the arm was extend-
ed.  He cited the rise in traffic 
violations stemmed from the 
sheer number of cars populat-
ing the streets, which enabled 
drivers to become more reck-
less.

“This is how these laws 
get broken,” Gorman said.  
“With cars coming in and out, 
not paying attention, rushing 
off to college, rushing off to 
work.”

According to Gorman, the 
camera system’s pilot pro-
gram started in 2024 in Pea-
body and Salem.  The initial 
goal was to “point out the 
fact that this is a real prob-
lem” and to offer a solution 
an issue rampant in Massa-
chusetts.

“The simple fact of the 
matter is Massachusetts, for 
four years running, has the 
worst drivers in America,” 
Gorman said.  “That’s just 
fact.  Peabody and Salem 
proved a very valid point.  
977 cars did not stop in Pea-
body in three months on sev-
en buses; just seven buses.”

CAMERA from page 1

one, right?  It’s hard for them 
to do one hour of community 
service once they lock into a 
project, it’s nice to have them 
for a good amount of time.”

The new policy gave stu-
dents either one or two weeks 
to complete the compulsory 
service, with the encourage-
ment to complete multiple 
hours at a time once the proj-
ect started.  However, she 
noted some students wouldn’t 
complete it and some were 
“intentionally skipping.”

“It’s hard to track that too,” 
Jordan said.  “And we get it.  
It’s a lot.  It puts it on the par-
ent, guardian, caregivers to 
come to school and pick up 

the kids.  But we’re always 
flexible and worked with the 
students.”

Jordan stated the amount of 
community service matched 
the amount of total infrac-
tions.  At 15 tardies, howev-
er, she mentioned they would 
“lock into a Saturday school” 
punishment for the student, as 
well as for 20 tardiness marks.

Saturday school blocks are 
four hours in length and Jor-
dan mentioned if the student 
was unable to attend Saturday 
school, they were instead of-
fered an after-school make up 
class.  However, Jordan no-
ticed in those cases, students 
intentionally skipped classes 
to avoid the Saturday school 
punishment.  

“Interestingly enough, we 

had some parents say ‘we 
can’t do a Saturday school 
for whatever reason.’ Maybe 
they’re away,” Jordan said as 
she recalled parental frustra-
tions.  “Okay, what else can 
we do? We’re at this point, 
we’re beyond five hours.  
We’re beyond 10 hours.  It’s 
progressive discipline.  And 
parents started suggesting 
‘well, here we go in-house.’”

Jordan said her school 
didn’t want to do in-house 
suspensions, as the students 
would be “with us all day” and 
“that really impacts our day.”

“We really do try to make 
a concerted effort to work 
with families,” Jordan said.  
“Believe it or not, it’s really 
the last thing we want to be 
doing.”

covered and buried from ani-
mals getting in there.”

Gilman also reported they 
hired a professional pest con-
trol company to come out and 
handle the situation, as well 
as treating the area with bait 
boxes “every other week.”  
He also revealed the compa-
ny was using “non-secondary 
poisoning” to control the is-
sue.

“They’re using rat-ex,” 
Gilman said.  “It basically 
just dries the animal out, so 
there’s no secondary poison-
ing.”

Gilman asserted all of 
their material was “covered 
with tarps every night” and 
concluded the company had 
“done a lot to improve the sit-
uation.”  He went on further 
to argue against the letter’s 

cited issue of “dead rats on 
the road,” as he didn’t find 
this to be the case while in-
vestigating the site “the other 
day” and reported they were 
seeing a “decrease in rat ac-
tivity” on their end.  

“As far as communica-
tion, we talked,” Banana 
Compost representative Steve 
DeMont said in reference to 
his previous communication 
with Nate LaFlamme.  “It 
was about a month and a half 
ago, maybe a month ago in 
May.  We just kind of told 
them what was our plan and 
what Matt said.”

Shaheen clarified to Ba-
nana Compost representa-
tives they were “civilly lia-
ble” if any injury or disease 
was traced as a result of the 
rat problem, which would 
make the business eligible 
to be sued in civil court.  As 

all parties agreed they didn’t 
want the issue to escalate into 
a civil lawsuit, they agreed to 
work together to mitigate the 
problem.

The Board of Health also 
stated they would have two 
weeks to research a solution 
to the problem, with the Board 
pledging to also do their own 
independent research.  They 
scheduled a hearing in two 
weeks to compare notes and 
resolve the issue.

“If you want to bring your 
lawyers to the hearing, that 
would be fine,” Shaheen said.  
“Let’s come up with a game 
plan in two weeks and set it 
into motion and everyone is 
going to be happy.  We’ve 
got to mitigate this problem 
because someone’s going to 
get hurt, someone’s going t 
get sued and it’s not going to 
be nice.”
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