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 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer

epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - The 
members of our district’s 
government leadership came 
together to host a special 
food drive in remembrance 
of Martin Luther King Jr. on 
Sunday, January 18. 

Many members of the 
community came out to 
a very snowy day to join 
State Representatives Aaron 
Saunders and Mindy Domb, 
as well as State Senator Jake 
Oliveira, to fill a truck with 
food donations to go to the 
Amherst Survival Center.

“It means a lot to help 
our neighbors in need; it 
also means a lot to be part 
of bringing the community 

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– Supporting our first 
responders the way that they 
support us is a worthy and 
noble cause, and one the 
town of Belchertown has 
taken on very recently. 

Wi n d o w  Wo r l d  o f 
Western Massachusetts 
r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d  a n 
ent i re  roof  project  to 
the  Be lche r town  F i re 
Department last week, and 
the spirit of community love 
and care was strong. 

“Having Window World 
donate the entire roof proj-
ect to the fire department 
is so wonderful. Having a 
community business think 
of us is an awesome feel-
ing,” said Fire Chief John 
Ingram. 

“When we heard there 
was a need for a new roof 
at the Belchertown Fire 
Station, we reached out to 
Chief John Ingram to see 
how we could help. We 
knew this was our opportu-
nity to do something truly 
impactful for the Town of 
Belchertown and to thank 
our community for the 
support they have shown 
us-from residents support-
ing our business to the var-
ious Town departments and 

officials supporting our 
growth,” said Tim Drost, 
owner of Window World of 
Western Massachusetts. 

The roof, which is 30 

years old, was in 
desperate need of 
replacement ,  but 
with the rising costs 
and a shrinking bud-
get, the fire depart-
ment was blessed 
when Drost came to 
them with the offer 
to replace their roof- 
completely free. 

“This comes at a 
time of hard budget 
times; it is a relief 

for us and the town, know-
ing we have a roof for many 
years to come,” said Ingram. 

Honoring MLK with a food drive

together. To be able to do 
both in one event means 
even more. It’s a privilege 
to be able to represent a 
community that steps up 
when needed,” said State 
R e p r e s e n t a t ive  A a r o n 
Saunders. 

The Amherst Survival 
Center services residents 

in Belchertown, provid-
ing them with food as food 
insecurity does not only 
appear around the holidays. 

They collected canned 
vegetables,  beans,  and 
soups, pasta, rice, and other 
shelf-stable grains, pea-
nut butter and protein-rich 
foods, breakfast items like 

oatmeal and cereals, and 
personal care and hygiene 
items, as well as paper 
goods like paper towels, toi-
let paper, paper plates, and 
more to stock the pantry.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
School Committee addressed 
major district transitions at its 
recent meeting, focusing on 
the upcoming closure of Cold 
Spring School.

Committee members and 
administrators laid out the 
operational and emotional 
obstacles to consolidating the 
elementary school.

Supe r in t enden t  Br i an 
Cameron briefed the commit-
tee on preparations to transi-
tion students and staff from 
Cold Spring School, sched-
uled to close in June 2026. 

“We put together a time 
frame on Cold Springs. In 
August to December, we had 
staff listening sessions. We 
talked about room assign-
ments, we talked about main-
tenance projects, we talked 
about scheduling—that is all 
still ongoing,” Cameron said.

Currently, pre-K through 
second grade would be locat-
ed at Swift River School, and 
third grade would move to 
Chestnut Hill School. Sixth 
grade would then move to 
Jabish Middle School. 

Staff concerns ranged from 
facility modifications to sup-
port younger students to the 
logistics of relocating class-
rooms. 

“At the listening session at 
Cold Springs, there was some 
current concerns or feedback 
or suggestions about ... the 
location of CSS within the 
building, because they’re lit-
tler students, about the small-
er toilets and the jacket hooks 
... scheduling and student 
services, kindergarten, pre-K. 
How are we going to do the 
entrance there, access to ser-
vices,” Cameron said.

He stressed collaboration 
and open communication 
throughout the process. “We 
talked about step up days 
meeting, and we have this 
ongoing Google Doc that staff 
is putting feedback in, and 
we’re answering it to make 
all the decisions necessary,” 
Cameron told the board.

When School Committee 
Chair Heidi Gutekenst asked 
about compensation fairness, 
Cameron stated, “It’s for 
everybody that has to move 
... and that is contractual. 
We have to do that. We talk-
ed about that when we were 
closing the school as well, 
that we’d have to compensate 
them for their time”.

Cameron also commit-
ted to keeping stakeholders 
informed. “I will be meeting 
with Cold Springs parents in 
the coming weeks. I got to 
set up a date and time that 
will be a listening session for 
them. I’ll do the same with 
grade three, and then I’ll do 
the same for grade six, and 
then certainly anybody else 

School 
Committee 
tackles 
Cold Spring
closure

The group of volunteers posing for a photo of the loaded Window World truck. 

State Representatives Aaron Saunders and 
Mindy Domb, proud of their community.

By Melina Bourdeau
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN — 
Planning board members 
and residents took a deep 
dive into the proposed 
Mushi Moon Path subdivi-
sion, an 18-lot residential 
development with near-
ly half the site set aside as 
open space, raising issues 
over stormwater, traffic 
safety and regulatory com-
pliance.

The Planning Board’s 
recent meeting was domi-
nated by technical presen-
tations, board scrutiny and 
public comment regarding 
the subdivision application 
submitted by Jason Lafleur. 
Project engineers fielded 
detailed questions about 
grading, access, drainage, 
tree requirements and the 
impact of additional traffic 
at local intersections.

Situated on approximate-
ly 66 acres between Aldrich 
Street and Ware Road, the 
Mushi Moon Path project is 
designed to create 18 new 
residential lots, with rough-
ly 30 acres slated for con-
struction and about 36 acres 
remaining undisturbed as 
open space due to wetlands 
and environmental con-
straints.

“This larger system here 
… takes flow from Jason’s 
Way, … and it flows east-
erly. We also have a wet-

land system north on this 
map. North is facing to the 
southwest. We have an iso-
lated wetland down here. 
And then on the southeast, 
we have another wetland 
system,” explained project 
engineer Jeff Laveau during 
the board’s review.

In addition to wetlands 
protections, stormwater 
management was a major 
focus of the hearing. The 
design includes three pri-
mary stormwater basins and 
requires a 10-foot access 
road for future maintenance. 
Questions from board and 
town staff centered on 
ensuring the system met 
local and state standards, 
allowed for maintenance 
vehicle access and protect-
ed nearby properties from 
runoff.

Addressing those con-
cerns, Laveau said, “We 
did have minor revisions 
to the stormwater basins. 
We also have some clari-
fications where there was 
typo in our calculations. ... 
We did change and tweak 
and add some grading for 
construction vehicles for 
operation and maintenance 
to get into some of these 
basins. … At the end of the 
day, we would, and Jason 
would have, would like to 
have the town, once it’s 

Board hears from 
proposed subdivision

Window World generously 
donates roof to Fire Dept.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
An aerial view of members of the community helping the 
fire department. 

“We are always the 
ones to respond to 
help, and now we 
have a community 
memberad businesses 
respond to us, it’s an 
awesome feeling.”

– Fire Chief John Ingram
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page 3
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Beers & StoryFuneral Homes

166th BELCHERTOWN FAIR

Have fun at theHave fun at the

South Hadley
Est. 2002

646 Newton St.
533-4400

Belchertown
Est. 1951

10 Maple St.
323-6961

Palmer
Est. 1919

1475 N. Main St.
283-9061

Great to celebrate as a community again!See you at the fair!

www.beersandstory.com

3 Stadler St., Belchertown • 413-323-4521Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-4 • Sun. 10am-4pmwww.stadleracehardware.comFacebook: Stadler Ace HardwareUPS Drop Center & Access Point shake, cattle & Roll166th Belchertown Fair & Parade
In honor of 

KEVIN BROWN, we invite you to have awonderful time at the fair & parade as well as to create new memorieswith friends and loved ones.
Surely K.B. 

will be
watching over the fair from above, and making sure that the parade steps off on time.

You can count on us for your oil needs and you can count on Surner Heating for your propane needs too. With 60 years of experience, no one can serve you and your family better than us.Our commitment to customer satisfaction and 
our expert knowledge will leave you with the peace of mind of 
knowing all your energy needs are in good hands.

GET COMFORTABLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD WITH

MAKING THE SWITCH  IS EASY.AMHERST – 413-253-5999www.surnerheat.com

FOR YOUR OIL & PROPANE NEEDS.YOU KNOW AND TRUST US.

Have 
Fun 

at the 
Fair!

Look for 
Our Trucks and Minnie & Mickey at the Parade!
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MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – Granite Val-
ley Middle School in Monson 
held its annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony on Friday, Nov. 7, 
welcoming town officials and 
local veterans to the school 
community for a morning of 
reflection, gratitude, and song. 
The event, led by sixth grad-
ers Kaylani Santaniello and 
Charles Pelletier, brought to-
gether the entire school com-
munity, from first through 
sixth grade, to honor the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The assembly opened 
with greetings from Santaniel-

lo and Pelletier, who thanked 
the many guests in attendance, 
including Superintendent 
Paul Foster, Principal Mrs. 
Wissinger, Town Administra-
tor Jennifer Wolowicz, mem-
bers of the Monson School 
Committee and Select Board, 
and Ms. Sherry Spinx, assis-
tant to State Representative 
Angelo Puppolo. Representa-
tive Puppolo, Representative 
Brian Ashe, and Hailee Fullen 
of the Monson Veterans Ser-
vices Department were unable 
to attend but sent their best 
wishes to the school.

“ At Granite Valley, we 
follow the ROCKS acronym: 
Respect, Ownership, Com-
munication, Kindness, and 
Scholarship,” Santaniello said 

in her opening remarks. “We 
can think of no better group 
of people who exemplify these 
qualities than our veterans.”

Fifth graders Claire 
Guerin and Camilla DiNob-
ile shared the first student re-
flections of the morning, each 
speaking with emotion about 
what Veterans Day means to 
them. “A veteran is someone 
who has served in the mili-
tary to protect our country,” 
Guerin said. “They risk ev-
erything…their lives, families, 
and homes…to protect all of 
us. Their bravery is unforget-
table.”

For DiNobile, the occa-
sion carried special meaning 

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Palmer 
High School held its annual 
Veterans Day ceremony on 
Monday morning, Nov. 10, 
gathering students, staff, lo-
cal officials, and community 
members to honor the service 
and sacrifice of the nation’s 
veterans. The event blended 
solemn remembrance with 
heartfelt appreciation, while 
also paying tribute to a be-
loved teacher whose legacy 
helped shape the school’s 
long-running tradition of 
honoring veterans.

A special moment early 
in the program recognized 
Mr. Paul Holloway, a Palm-
er High School teacher who 
passed away earlier this 
year. Holloway had been in-
strumental in organizing the 
school’s Veterans Day events 
for more than a decade. A 
reading by sophomore Jan-
nat Khan, reflected on Hol-
loway’s devotion to veterans 
and the inspiration he drew 
from his father, Bruce Hol-
loway, a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Vietnam.

“In addition to teaching 
for the past 14 years, Hollo-
way was the heart and soul 

behind this assembly,” Khan 
spoke. “His dedication and 
passion for veterans made 
his events meaningful for ev-
eryone who attended.”

Holloway’s family was 
recently recognized at the 
Massachusetts State House 
by Senator Ryan Fattman 
and Representative Todd 
Smola, honoring his contri-
butions to the towns of Palm-
er and Holland and his work 

Granite Valley honors service 
members of Monson students

PALMER

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Palmer High School marked Veterans Day with a ceremony on Nov. 10.

PHS celebrates veterans with ceremony
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Saluting Our Local Heroes★
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★

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Students, staff, and veterans join the Granite Valley chorus in singing “Proud to Be an American.”

By Staff Writer

M O N S O N 
– The Town of 

Monson held the 
annual Veterans 
Day ceremony 
on the steps of 
Memorial Hall 
on Main Street 
in Monson. 

Kailee Ful-
len, Town of Mon-

son Veterans Services 
Agent, opened the ceremony 
program. 

In her opening remarks, 
Fullen spoke of her fam-
ily’s military service. “At 
the age of 17, I enlisted in 
the Air Force. I needed my 
parent’s signature to join as 
I was underage. A month af-
ter graduating high school, 
I entered basic training. My 

Monson salutes
veterans

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Against a 
backdrop of flurrying snow-
flakes and biting wind, res-
idents, students, veterans, 
and local leaders gathered 
on Tuesday morning, Nov. 

11, for the Town of Palmer’s 
annual Veterans Day Parade 
and Ceremony; a solemn yet 
spirited tribute to the men 
and women who have served 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The parade began at 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers and made its way 

through town, concluding at 
Hryniewicz Park, where the 
ceremony took place before 
a bundled-up but determined 
crowd.

The event opened with 
an invocation by Father Rich-
ard Turner of St. Thomas 
Parish, who led the gathering 
in prayer. “Loving God, we 

gather in faith and we know 
that you are there to guide, 
bless, and keep us always,” 
Turner said. “On this Veter-
ans Day, we thank those who 
have served and those who 
continue to serve.”

Following the prayer 

PALMER

VETERANS   ❙   page 8 SALUTES   ❙   page 9

Police, firefighters, and paramedics stand together in support of local veterans.  Turley photos by Abigail McCoy

Bressette of American Legion 
Post 241 of Monson performs 
the taps.

CEREMONY   ❙   page 16

Veterans Day event honors sacrifice
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Ad
Sales
We’re
Hiring
Join Our Team!
Offering a competitive 
commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Apply Today!
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our 
community newspapers plus more! The 
right candidate will assume an established 
territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills.  
Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com
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WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 8, 
2026, at 5:45 PM in the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of Lit-
tle Ivy Learning Academy LLC 
for Site Plan Approval (SPA26-
01) under Section 3.4.4.4 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low a licensed child care facility 
on property owned by Theorod 
LLC located at 2 Crane Park 
Drive as shown on plans on file 
in the Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the Plan-
ning Board page of the Town 
of Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. This meeting will be con-
ducted in person and virtually 
(see meeting agenda for details).

James Rooney, Chair
03/19, 03/26/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of March 27, 2026 the following 
motor vehicle will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN#: 1C4RJFAG7CC115586
COLOR: Red
LKO: Michael Barrett
2027 High St.

Three Rivers, MA 01080

2010 Jeep Liberty
Vin#: 1J4PN2GK9AW178856
Color: Tan
LKO: Mozanth Nazareth
323 South St.
Marlbourgh, MA 01752-5132

Vehicle : 2015 Honda Civic
VIN#: 19XFB2F53FE220400
LKO: Edward De LaCruz
260 State St.
Palmer, MA 01069
Lien Holder : United Consumer 
Finance
150 West Grove St Suite 16A
Middleboro, MA 02346

R & S Assoc. Inc

PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095

 413-596-4374 
03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 8, 
2026, at 6:00 PM in the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of (1) 
The Towers BTS of Massachu-
setts d/b/a Vertical Bridge and 
(2) Cellco Partnership d/b/a Ver-
izon Wireless for a Special Per-

mit (SP26-01) as required under 
Sections 3.4.3.6 and 10.5 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law for 
the construction of a new Wire-
less Communications Facility 
on property to be leased from 
the owner, Town of Wilbraham, 
located at 540 Stony Hill Road. 
The proposed facility consists 
of a single, free-standing, 120 
foot tall monopole tower with 
antenna and associated telecom-
munications equipment to be lo-
cated within a 50 foot by 50 foot 

fenced compound as shown on 
plans on file in the Planning Of-
fice and posted for public view-
ing on the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. This meeting 
will be conducted in person and 
virtually (see meeting agenda for 
details).

The applicant will be conduct-
ing a field test to simulate the 
visual impact of the proposed 
tower by displaying a balloon 

above ground to mark the height 
of the highest point of the pro-
posed tower. The field test will 
be performed on Saturday, April 
4, 2026 from 8 AM to 4 PM with 
a rain date of Monday, April 6, 
2026 or Tuesday April 7, 2026 
from 8 AM to 4 PM.
03/19, 03/26/2026

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

“My public health nurse, 
Annette, who serves the four 
towns, she’s already start-
ed following up on some of 
those cases. So, I’ll just let 
her know that, now, you’re the 
first backstop and that’s really 
the only change, and, like-
wise, I have access to those 
cases. So I’m able to kind of, 
from a supervisory perspec-
tive, make sure that Annette’s 
getting the workflows done 
when she’s on vacation or 
elsewhere. I have training on 
Maven, so I can jump in and 
do those,” Paxton said. 

Paxton said the electron-
ic database focuses on lab 
testing after a confirmed 
case of an infectious dis-
ease, followed by gathering 
information and tracking the 
case or cases.  As for the de-
partment’s responsibilities, 
it’s phone calls to learn more 
about the symptoms. 

The shared health ser-
vices, he added, are covered 
through funding from a state 
grant called the Public Health 
Excellence Grant. 

Davenport next mentioned 
resident concerns about a ma-
nure pile.

“We don’t have a bylaw 
and I’m not so sure where 
public health is. Although 
there is some concern from 

our stormwater management 
that some of the outflows 
tested positive for E.coli and 
for high nitrogen,” Davenport 
said. “I guess I don’t know 
what the best thing to do is. 
Should we just approach the 
owner of the property and talk 
to him and see...?”

Paxton said that seemed 
advisable to him and, to his 
understanding, this is “a rel-
atively large business related 
to essentially raising horses.”

“So, I think that you do 
have a legitimate usage of 
the manure and when we’re 
talking about nuisances in the 
community, those are gener-
ally governed by the nuisance 
law in Massachusetts, which 
is Mass General Law Chapter 
111. Boards of Health have a 
pretty broad authority to de-
clare something a nuisance 
and do enforcement against 
it,” Paxton said. “But, I’d be 
hesitant to start with that as a 
first step knowing that this is 
a) a community partner that 
might be very likely to make 
some changes on our request, 
but also because there’s a sec-
tion of the nuisance law that 
states that regular manure 
spreading should not be con-
sidered a nuisance.”

After Flynn noted the po-
tential conflicts in the state 
law and more information 
was needed along with en-

gaging more parties on a solu-
tion, Paxton agreed.

“As a health agent, you’re 
typically observing things 
firsthand and then writing 
inspection reports and orders 
based on those firsthand ob-
servations,” Paxton said. “I’ve 
driven by the area quite a bit 
and I’ve seen that they are 
starting to store manure, but 
I haven’t quite experienced 
the breadth of that issue as 
we move into the summer 
months.”

Selectboard Member Erik 
Vanderleeden shared his ob-
servations.

“I‘m a little bit farther 
away, but ever since that kind 
of farming has started, the 
fly increase, it’s legitimate,” 
Vanderleeden said. “At first 
I was wondering where did 
these flies come from and 
then a couple complained and 
I was like, ‘Oh. Yeah, now 
it makes sense. Yeah, that’s 
where they’re coming from.’”

After Paxton shared he’d 
like to hear more specifics 
about how the business is us-
ing the manure, Flynn agreed 
and asked about outreach.

Paxton replied that he 
could do it. 

“I’m hopeful we can im-
prove the situation without an 
enforcement order based on 
what we kind of talked about 
with the different legalities,” 

Paxton said. “I think that’d be 
a good first step and then we 
have other business with them 
that’s regular business, so it’d 
be a great opportunity to cre-
ate that relationship as well.”

Paxton will set up a time 
to meet with the business, 
with Davenport agreeing to 
join him.

Paxton next explained 
that thanks to the state grant, 
the department is all set for 
FY27, as most staff is typi-
cally funded and there aren’t 
many expense line items.

“We have a little bit for 
training, a few thousand dol-
lars, but more or less we get 
about $393,000 a year and 
that funds 20% of my posi-
tion. So, 20% full-time equiv-
alent. It funds the entirety of 
the health inspector, which 
serves all four towns. It funds 
the entirety of a shared ser-
vices coordinator who func-
tions for all of our administra-
tive management, and also, as 
a grant coordinator,” Paxton 
said. 

In the coming year, Paxton 
said the Finance Committee 
“did not find a need for any 
of the towns to contribute in 
FY27.”

“We try not to ask for a 
lot when we can, and in this 
particular case, we’re happy 
to say that it’ll be all right for 
FY27,” Paxton said. 

DIRECTOR from page 1

Adele said that just be-
ing kind with a simple smile 
can be a Random Act of 
Kindness and she is so right.  
It doesn’t take a lot to just 
share a kind gesture.  As the 
saying goes, “You can be 
anything, so just be kind.” 

If you’d like to share a 

Random Act of Kindness 
story or if this one has 
touched you, please contact 
me at bdt514@aol.com or 
413-575-9385.  Who knows, 
you might see your story, 
‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, 
you did or maybe received 
something nice being done 
for you.  See you soon with 
another Random Act of 
Kindness! ~  Barb

RANDOM from page 5

The drumming of the yel-
low-bellied sapsucker is very 
distinctive, consisting of a roll 
with clearly separated taps at 
the end and sometimes at the 
beginning “tap-tap trrrrrrrrrrr 
ta-ta- tat-tat-tat.” Both sexes 
drum. Ritual tapping at the 
lower rim of the nest hole is 
a rather common acoustic sig-
nal.

The yellow-bellied is the 
only sapsucker seen in the 
eastern half of the U.S. and 
across the northern forests. 
These sapsuckers are migra-
tory, which is a fairly rare 
trait for woodpeckers. They 
live in a variety of habitats 
from low-lying floodplains to 
mountainous forests at 10,000 

feet. Their breeding range 
extends from Alaska to New-
foundland and south along the 
Appalachians. They winter 
across the East from New Jer-
sey west to Texas and all the 
way south to Panama.

A common breeding dis-
play involves males pointing 
their bills skyward as they 
showcase their red throat 
patch for an interested female. 
Though both sexes are in-
volved with excavating nest-
ing cavities; males do most 
of the work. Occasionally, 
sapsuckers visit bird feeders 
for suet.

Bald eagle
 and turkey vultures

Early this month, a Worth-

ington resident sent an email. 
He said he had a “lucky and 
thrilling sighting of an eagle, 
white tail obvious, circling 
on high with three turkey vul-
tures and he called it  “intra 
species cooperation” or more 
likely, the eagle using the vul-
ture’s ability to find carrion.

I saw three turkey vultures 
along Route 122 in Barre near 
Vernon Avenue on March 
16. I saw two turkey vultures 
in Oakham on St. Patrick’s 
Day. Their return is a sign of 
spring.

Robins
Huge flock of robins. Last 

week, I saw a huge flock of 
robins, probably close to 
100 birds fly over head along 

Route 32 in Gilbertville. Rob-
ins overwinter in this area, but 
large flocks are the returning 
robins that migrate. 

Canada geese
The Canada geese are also 

returning. I saw quite a few 
geese in a cornfield in Spen-
cer last week. I also saw about 
a dozen or saw fly overhead. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - The GFWC Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club’s 
Snowman Contest was held 
through the winter season. 

Thanks to lots of snow 
and some very creative 
folks in both Wilbraham and 
Hampden, we received the 
greatest number of entries 
ever! 

“The goal of the con-
test is for families to have 
lots of fun spending quality 
time together making their 
Snowmen. We hope every-
one who entered the contest 
looks back on their time 
spent as worth wild whether 
they win or not” said Bren-
da Willard, President of the 
Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club. 

The third-place winners 
who receive $20 are 10-year-
old Mila and 2-year-old 
Remi Ford of Hampden for 
their “Snowman Family.”

Our Second-place win-
ners who receive $25 are 
2-year-old Jasper and his dad 
Jake Corbett of Wilbraham 
for their  “Gentleman Snow-
man” entry and our First-
place winner who receives a 
trophy and $30  is 4-year-old 
Peyton Lynch from Wilbra-
ham for his “Snowman with 
Glasses” entry! 

The winners and their 
families also receive free 
admission to the Bunny 
Breakfast on March 28 at 
S.t Cecelia’s Church where 
they will be presented with 
their prizes. 

First Prize winner 4-year-old Peyton Lynch with his Snowman

Snowman contest 
winners announced


