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internship.

In stories, we often meet
characters who embark on
journeys for some broad rea-
son, later learning that there is
a much deeper lesson to that
journey beyond a character’s
initial motivation. That was the
Wilbraham - Hampden Times
for me.

I’ve always known I want-
ed to pursue a career in the
writing field, but I also wanted
my work to have an impact.

In the beginning of my ju-
nior year, I attended a meeting
for Minnechaug Juniors who
would be interested in working
with the Wilbraham - Hamp-
den Times writers. There I
met Kristin, whom I had been
in correspondence with previ-
ously about my interests in the

role as a journalist. Kristin is
one of the most kind-hearted
individuals I have ever met
and takes the time out of her
day to make you feel seen in
every interaction. She has gen-
uinely taught me so much and
I've been proud to have her as
my mentor over the last year. I
have only been writing for the
Times for about 9 months, but
I owe it all to her.

One of my favorite piec-
es I've ever covered, one that
influenced a bit of my college
decision, was a piece about
Minnechaug’s own librarian,
Dr. Georgina Trebbe, going to
the Boston State House to tes-
tify. The process of getting to
go to the State House—during
a school day—getting to speak
to those who testified, inter-
viewing Senator Jacob Olive-
ra one-on-one about the bill

itself, that was what solidified
everything for me. I got to see
a glimpse of my future in Bos-
ton as well as the power of the
people and our stories.

Writing for the Times has
given me so much more confi-
dence in my capabilities to get
out of my comfort zone and
talk to people. I never knew
how much actually went on
around me in Wilbraham until
I took a closer look. Whenever
you attend an event, generally
you have a good idea of what’s
going on, but never exactly
how it will go. I think that un-
predictability has directed my
path in such a special way.

I always like to include a
larger message in my articles
to make it more than just an
event that has passed in histo-
ry. In doing that, I highlighted
a lot about what people think
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a certain event’s impact has on
the greater whole of the com-
munity, along with any mes-
sages that they would like to
share, especially around holi-
day seasons.

But you don’t need a spe-
cial occasion to share your
message with the world. The
greatest piece of wisdom that
I've acquired, something that
anyone who knows me will
hear me say almost daily, is
that everything happens for a
reason. I think it’s very human
to try and control the trajectory
of our lives, planning what we
want to do and who we want
to be down to a tee. But some-
times things don’t work out the
way that we plan and maybe
that’s just a bigger part of the
plan. I’ve seen this proven too
many times to count both in
my life and in this job alone.

I have a couple more arti-
cles coming out over the next
few weeks and I plan to write
a little over school breaks but
as I am graduating and head-
ing off to college in the fall, I
would like to thank everyone
who has supported my jour-
ney, Editor Kristin Rivers,
Turley Publications and all
the readers for having me and
allowing me to flourish at the
Wilbraham - Hampden Times.

As T step back from this
role, I would like to take the
time to highlight three new
writers stepping into this cor-
respondence role, a sort of
passing of the torch: Reese
Magee, Selena Nguyen and
Riddhi Patel, all Minnechaug
juniors stepping into their se-
nior years like I was. I can’t
wait to see you all evolve as |
have.
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volumes about the dedi-
cation of our associates
around the country to that
mission, and I am so proud
of them.”

Life Care Centers of
America manages more
than 200 skilled nursing,
post-acute,  Alzheimer’s,
and senior living campuses
in 27 states. For more in-
formation about Life Care,
visit lcca.com. For more
information about Life
Care Center of Wilbraham,
visit LifeCareCenterof-
Wilbraham.com.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES W

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1046EA
Estate of'
Thomas Franco
Date of Death: 04/07/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Eric T Franco of
Wilbraham, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-

lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Eric T Franco of Wilbraham,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.

Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: May 13, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/21/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of May 22, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2001 GMC Sierra
VIN: 1IGHTHK29U31E25G247
LKO: Tina Kearns

40 Sutton Rd.

Millbury, MA

PO BOX 181

South Grafton, MA 01560

Vehicle: 2014 Ford Escape
VIN: IFMCU9G99EVA31771
LKO: Richard Weldon

24 Lower Hampden Rd.
Monson, MA 01057

Vehicle: 2012 Chevy Impala
VIN: 2GIWG5E3XC1252863
LKO: Krystaczia Phoxy-
Flascher
567 East St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
05/07, 05/14, 05/21/2026

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING:
VARIANCE REQUEST
(Posted 5/11/2026)

The Wilbraham Select Board,
serving as the Board of Health,
will hold a hearing at Wilbra-
ham Town Hall, 240 Springfield
Street, Wilbraham, MA in the

Select Board Meeting Room on
Monday, June 15, 2026 at 7:05
p.m. to hear a Title 5 variance
request from Zachery & Jessica
Carr regarding their property at 6
Hitching Post Lane. The hearing
will consider allowing a variance
from the requirements of sec-
tion 310 CMR 15.223 to permit
the use of a single-compartment
tank for a multifamily facility.
All those wishing to comment
will be heard. This hearing will
be conducted in person and vir-
tually (virtual meeting access
info. available on Select Board’s
meeting agenda).

WILBRAHAM SELECT
BOARD
Board of Health

05/21, 05/28/2026

Our advertisers make
this publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

NOW

HIRING 'y jut
Ad Sales Consultants

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with
personalized and local advertising solutions.

] oin our team! Turley Publications is looking for
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.
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A Sales Career That Helps
Our Community Thrive

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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