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Hampden Cultural Council accepting grant applications

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Cultural Council is look-
ing for applicants! Each year,
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council works with local
cultural councils around the
state to award more than $7
million in grants to more
than 7,600 community-based
cultural programs. Over the
past 28 years, volunteers on
Hampden’s Cultural Council
have been able to disperse
over $137,000 in funding
for arts, science, and cultural
programs and projects for our
residents. In 2025 alone, the
Hampden Cultural Council
awarded $6,500 in grant fund-
ing to local organizations and
individual artists, benefitting
our local community and en-
riching life within the town of
Hampden.

Since 1998, the Hampden
Cultural Council has helped
fund cultural-centered ex-
periences that include per-
formances, workshops and
lectures, in-school and out of
school programming, histor-
ical preservation, public mu-

arts and cultural festivals. Cul-
tural groups have given per-
formances on Native Amer-
ican culture, Irish American
culture and music, and Tai
Chi. The Hampden Cultural
Council has also provided
support in sending our Hamp-
den students to the Springfield
Symphony Orchestra, Old
Sturbridge Village, Museum
of Fine Arts Boston, and the
Berklee Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Boston.

To give you a broad-
er idea of individuals and
groups who have been award-
ed grants, some of our pre-
vious awardees have been
mural painters, storytellers,
musicians and multicultural
performers, puppeteers, and
enrichment program leaders.
Other awardees have given
lectures covering local histo-
ry, WWII history, women in
history, and the underground
railroad. Additional recipients
have lead workshops focus-
ing on topics such as music,
creative writing, painting,
pastels, photography, wood-

es, nutrition and health, and

environmental conservation
with aid of cultural council
funding.

So, who can apply? Grant
applications are accepted from
individuals, public schools,
libraries, municipal organiza-
tions, private organizations,
and nonprofit organizations.
The Hampden Cultural Coun-
cil gives preference to qual-
ified local organizations or
individuals that show a clear
benefit to the Hampden com-
munity. Groups who work
with a Hampden sponsor or
venue such as the library,
school, senior center, or other
community organization are
preferred. Programming that
is available to a wide range of
participants or multiple gener-
ations of participants are con-
sidered ideal. Grants award-
ed by the Hampden Cultural
Council should not be the sole
source of funding for these
events but rather should help
offset the costs of bringing a
program to our town. Eligible
programs are awarded reim-

Our past grant recipients
include the Hampden Senior
Center, Hampden Public Li-
brary, Scantic River Artisans,
The Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den, the Hampden PTO,
our high school, elementary
and middle schools with-
in HWRSD, One Book One
Community, Old Post Road
Orchestra, Pathways for Par-
ents, Strings and Friends, and
many individual artists.

The Hampden Cultural
Council will start accepting
online grant applications for
FY27 on September 1st. The
deadline for grant applica-
tions is October 15th, 2026. A
full list of application guide-
lines can be found at https://
massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/applica-
tion-process/ Still have more
questions or ideas for future
programming for the town
of Hampden? Are you inter-
ested in joining Hampdenss
Cultural Council? Contact our
Hampden Cultural Council
Chair, Virginia Blake at gin-

rals, music and drama produc-  working, STEM, deafness and  bursement grants after the bee@charter.net.
tion materials, and seasonal, deaf culture, mindful practic- event has taken place.
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and local militias that British
soldiers would be advancing
their way—by sea.

At the start of his ride,
Revere outrode two mounted
officers.

“I had a better horse!”
said Lepage as Revere.

“Did you really say “The
British are coming! The Brit-
ish are coming!’?” asked an
audience member.

“I did not,” said Lepage/
Revere. “I said ‘The Reg-
ulars are coming out.” The
poet who came later got
things wrong.”

Lepage cleared up oth-
er historical inaccuracies in
Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low’s 1860 poem, “Paul Re-
vere’s Ride,” but went on to
say that his mother read it to
him as a child and it remains
his favorite poem.

After alerting Adams
and Hancock of the oncom-
ing troops, the three riders
were stopped by a British
patrol. The other two riders
escaped and continued on
toward Concord, but Revere
was questioned with a pis-
tol to his head and his horse
was confiscated. He returned
on foot to Lexington, where
he heard the first shots ring
out on the town green around
dawn.

“I heard a pistol fire,”
said Lepage/Revere. “It has
always been my contention
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vere’s other revolutionary
activities. Although there
is no evidence that he par-
ticipated in the Boston Tea
Party, he was politically ac-
tive and may very well have
tossed some tea into the har-
bor.

“There were spies every-
where,” said Lepage/Revere.
“I was among them.”

He made four and five-
day rides to New York and
Philadelphia as a courier for
the revolutionaries, bearing
critical messages.

Lepage observed, “I ad-
mire Revere’s willingness to
sacrifice for a cause. Those
rides definitely hurt him. He
had to leave his family and
business on some dangerous
journeys.”

Despite his revolutionary
work, Revere was not named
an officer in the Continental
Army—much to his disap-
pointment. As a tradesman
and as the son of a religious
refugee from France (Appo-
lis Rivoire), he wasn’t of the
proper social class.

“They were looking for
gentlemen,” Lepage/Revere
remarked.

Instead, Revere served
in the militia. Later in the
war he was involved in a
failed expedition to capture
a British fort on the Penob-
scot River in Maine and was
censured for cowardice. He
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for many years, Lepage said
he has grown to appreciate
his many accomplishments
in later life.

He evolved from learn-
ing gold and silversmithing
from his father to running a
successful ironwork foundry
where he cast bells and can-
nonballs. After the war he
took on great financial risk
to start a copper mill where
he rolled copper into sheets
to build the USS Constitu-
tion and other ships. He also
worked as an engraver and
dentist and had 16 children
with two wives.

Lepage describes Revere
as a pioneering industrialist.

“The war years were not
glorious for me, but the post-
war years were good to me
and my family,” said Lepage/
Revere.

At the end of the presen-
tation and after questions
from the audience, Lepage
remarked that after decades
of portraying both Paul Re-
vere and John Adams he
enjoys re-enacting them as
older statesmen.

“My greatest joy is to
show that these historical
figures were human too,”
Lepage said.

Emilie Lang, adult ser-
vices librarian at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library, thanked
the Friends of the Library for
sponsoring the event.
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this summer,” Lang said. “I
was happy to see some of our
regular attendees and some
new ones here tonight.”

Lepage will be appearing
periodically at the Adams
National Historical Park and
at the Paul Revere House in
Boston. He urges anyone
interested in learning more
about Paul Revere to visit the
Paul Revere Heritage Site in
Canton, Mass.

Upcoming events at the
WPL include a textile drive
and watercolor classes.

Go to www.wilbraham-
library.org for a full list of
happenings.
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Town of Hampden

Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G.L.
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the
Hampden  Planning  Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, September 9, 2026
at 6:30 PM in the Town Hall,
85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden,
Massachusetts, to give interested
parties the opportunity to com-
ment on the following proposed
amendment to the Hampden
Zoning By-Law. To delete Sec-
tion 4, Continuation of Existing
Uses, Paragraph 4.3, Sub-Para-
graph 4.3.2 which states, “Set-
backs shall conform to Table
7.2 annotated except for the side
yard, which may be reduced to
25 feet.” The complete text of the
proposed article is available for
review in the Town Clerk’s Office
and the Planning Office during
normal business hours. All per-
sons interested or wishing to be
heard on this matter are urged to
attend the public hearing.

For the Board,

Patrick Coyne, Chair,

Hampden Planning Board
08/20, 08/27/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicle
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of
September 3, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2009 Kait MD150

VIN#: LYDTCKPF091100152
LKO: Unknown

2024 TaizHou Zhongneng
Flywing
VIN#: HZ2TBCND6R 1012554
LKO: Unknown
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G.L.
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the
Hampden Planning Board will
hold a Public Hearing on Wednes-
day, September 9, 2026 at 7 PM
in the Town Hall, 85 Wilbraham
Road, Hampden, Massachu-
setts, to give interested parties
the opportunity to comment on
the proposed amendments to the
Hampden Zoning By-Law. The
proposed amendments pertain to
Section 7.16 — Solar Energy Sys-
tem(s). The complete text of the
proposed article is available for
review in the Town Clerk’s Office
and the Planning Office during
normal business hours. All per-
sons interested or wishing to be
heard on this matter are urged to
attend the public hearing.

For the Board,

Patrick Coyne, Chair

Hampden Planning Board.
08/20, 08/27/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family
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. The Wllbmham Hampden Times *

" will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

” ii active duty U.S. Military members.

;H Please submit a photo of your veteran with his |
U or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown it
il by emall to jamie @turley.com or drop off a photo to

. The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, I

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
j All photos will be returned ,?'{

2

- Monday, October 27, 2026. g
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| There is no cost to submit a photo
N0 photos wzll be accepted after deadline.
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