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Spencer,
Nash, win
contested
races

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

HARDWICK - Town
Clerk Ryan J. Witkos
announced the official
results of the annual
town election held last
Saturday.

A total of 380 voters
participated in the elec-
tion, which is 17.3% of
the town’s 2,199 regis-
tered voters.

Newcomer Zachary E.
Spencer secured a three-
year term to the Select
Board with 317 votes
over Elizabeth V. Cyran,
who received 57 votes.

Lisa J. Nash received
242 votes to win a three-
year term on the Board
of Health over Heidi
Johnson, 106 votes.

Colin R. Brown was
elected to represent the
town on the Quabbin
Regional School
Committee for a three-
year term, with 325 votes.

Barry P. Koch
received 285 votes and
was elected to fill one

Please see RACES,
page 2
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Annual walk focuses on suicide prevention

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette @turley.com

WARE - About 200 commu-
nity members joining together to
bring awareness to suicide pre-
vention at the annual Out of the
Darkness Campus Walk held at

Grenville Park.

May 2 marked the third year

Close to 200 people joined
in the third annual Out of
the Darkness Campus Walk
to benefit the American

Prevention held at Grenville
Park this past Saturday.
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this walk has been held in mem-
ory of Ethan Donnelly, who
died by suicide in 2023 at the
age of 24. It was also the second
year without walk founder and
Ethan’s mother, Kristen Murphy,
after her death from a rare and
aggressive form of bone cancer
early last year.

Please see WALK, page 6
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Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Family and friends of Bobby Williams
walked in his memory.

SB, FinCom
discuss
ATM,
budget

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

HARDWICK - The Select
Board held another joint
meeting with the Finance
Committee to discuss warrant
articles, the fiscal 2027 bud-
get and to weigh options on
potential cuts for next fiscal
year.

At the April 30 meeting,
the boards discussed that
there are a couple one time
revenues built into the FY 27
budget, including $100,000
from Kearsarge Solar, and at
least $100,000 from the sell-
ing of gravel.

Town Administrator
Justine Caggiano said she is
projecting the gravel to gen-
erate up to $300,000, but
conservatively budgeted the
revenue at $100,000 for the
budget.

There were concerns
among the board about
using at least $200,000 to
fund the budget, as Finance
Committee Chair Christopher
Culross explained that will
lead to a $200,000 deficit in

Please see BUDGET,
page 3

Vollheim recognized
for years of service

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - State
Sen. Peter Durant recog-
nized Select Board Chair
Eric Vollheim for his years
of services to the town.

At the April 27 meeting,
Durant presented a citation
from the Senate, which
highlighted Vollheim’s
various contributions to
the town over the last 30
years. Vollheim has served
on various committees and
boards, including a total
of 15 years on the Select
Board and the Planning
Board.

He has also served as
the Energy Management
Director, and as a volunteer

firefighter.
Durant described
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Vollheim as a person
who “put their life into
the town.” The citation is
signed by the President of
the Massachusetts State
Senate, Karen E. Spilka,
Clerk of the Senate,
Michael Hurley and by
Durant.

Vollheim thanked
Durant for the recogni-
tion as his fellow Select
Board members, Town
Administrator Justine
Caggiano and the public
present during the meeting
congratulated him.

“This town is my life-
boat,” Vollheim said.

Earmarks

Durant spoke about
some earmarks that are
currently being negotiated
to help benefit the town.
Durant said earmarks are
typically negotiated ahead
of time.

Please see VOLLHEIM,
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School
Committee
welcomes
new member

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN - The inau-
gural Color Run took
place this past weekend,
put together by the Parks
& Recreation.

The Color Run fea-
tured two routes with a
5K and a one-mile fun
run.

Parks & Recreation
Commission Chair Sue
Ramsey said they had
over 100 runners signed
up, consisting of adults,
teens and children. The
Color Run is also sup-
ported by Massachusetts
Cultural Council.

Runners brought their
own white T-shirts as
well as sunglasses and
masks as they were about
to embark on a colorful
experience.

Members of the
Warren Community

Please see GOLOR RUN,
page 8
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WARE - The School
Committee welcomed new
member Kevin Slattery and
reorganized at its first meet-
ing following the annual
town election.

At the April 29 meeting,
Brian Winslow was elected
to continue serving as chair
and Michael DuBois as vice-
chair.

Winslow said subcommit-
tee representatives will be
discussed at the next meet-
ing.

Superintendent’s report

Interim Superintendent
Michael Wood said they
posted for teacher vacancies

Please see NEW
MEMBERS, page 5

Inaugural Color Run held in Warren

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Amanda, Miles and River of the Bouvier family after com-
pleting the Color Run.
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AT HANNA'S ON MAIN

Tuesday, May 12th, 5:30-7:30 p.m. ~ Open to the Public
COME DRESSED UP AS YOUR FAVORITE 80’S TV-SHOW CHARACTER ~ PRIZES

All tips will go towards the Town of Ware Fireworks Display. Please attend and show your support!
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FIELDCREST

BREWING COMPANY

Turley Staff Photo

Fieldcrest Brewing Company owners Adam and Shannon Field (center) cut the ribbon at
their grand opening celebration for their Ware location.

Fieldcrest Brewing Company
opens new Ware location

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARE - Fieldcrest
Brewing Company opened
its new location at the former
Narutowicz Club (Gabe’s) at
11 East Main St.

Fieldcrest Brewing
Company was established in
2019 and is proudly owned
and operated by Adam Field
and Shannon Field.

Seven years ago, the
Field family established the
first location of Fieldcrest
Brewery at 2343 Boston
Road in Wilbraham. Adam
got his wife Shannon into the
business while she was work-
ing as a first-grade teacher at
the time.

Around 2010-2011,
Adam’s friend was diagnosed
with Celiac disease and was
unable to drink beer. Adam
wanted to get involved in the
brewing business and went
through many years of learn-
ing and perfecting some of
his recipes.

During this time, he fell
in love with the process and
science of it all and would
soon focus his attention on
brewing beer.

After countless hours of
brewing, Adam felt it was
time to share his love and
knowledge of the brewing
business. Shannon said she
wanted to help out more and
soon left her teaching job to
focus more on the brewery.

The name Fieldcrest was
inspired by the last name
Field and the word “crest,”
which is the peak of the

mountain.

At the start, business was
fantastic as Fieldcrest was
busy every night. The tap-
room opened in 2019, rough-
ly nine-10 months before the
start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The pandemic slowed
down business for a while,
but Fieldcrest Brewing
Company was able to adjust.

Fieldcrest Brewing offers
a variety of beers including
ales, lagers and hard selt-
zer. Overall, there are over
30 different beers in total
brewed by Fieldcrest.

The Ware location will
also be featuring hard cider.

Adams said the Fieldcrest
ESB was a hit. The ESB is a
traditional British style pub
ale and is still well known
and liked by Fieldcrest cus-
tomers.

Adam said the flag-
ship for Fieldcrest was the
F-Bomb New England IPA.
The F-Bomb features Citra
and El Dorado hops with a
6.1% ABV.

Adam said Fieldcrest
Brewing Company has won-
derful staff in both locations
and they’ve brought new
staff on board to work in the
Ware location, which will
also feature a prep kitchen.

When Adam and Shannon
approached the town of
Ware, they felt it was missing
a hub in the community.

In Wilbraham, Fieldcrest
became a hub where peo-
ple come together and get to
know each other. Fieldcrest
wanted to have a place where
the community can come and

hang out, as well as love the
beer they make.

Adam said, “Beer brings
people together”.

The owners were looking
around the area and noticed
the Gabe’s property, which
matched their vision for a
place to socialize.

The new additions to the
two-level building were a
new bar, prep kitchen and
bathrooms. Fieldcrest in
Ware also has two golf and
multi-sport simulators. These
simulators feature multiple
sports to switch to such as
soccer, footgolf, bowling,
cornhole, disc golf and slap
shot.

In the winter, Fieldcrest
will be starting simulated
golf leagues.

Both Adam and Shannon
had a good feeling about the
bar becoming something spe-
cial in the community.

“We did the right thing
coming to Ware,” Adam said.

The Fieldcrest owners
have heard stories about
the history of the build-
ing through old stories
guests share when they visit
Fieldcrest.

With a new location,
Fieldcrest has future events
in the works for both the
Wilbraham and Ware loca-
tions. The brewery wants
to host trivia nights, music
bingo, a pitch league and a
cribbage league.

New merchandise will hit
the Ware location with Ware
location themed Fieldcrest

Please see FIELDCREST,
page 5

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Each week the Ware
River News digs into
its submitted photo
archives and selects

a people photo to
publish. We need your
help to help identify
those pictured.

File Photo

Last week’s photo
from 2023 showed
third graders Emma
Bonnayer and
Yssabella Piche facing
off during a game of
chess at Stanley M.
Koziol Elementary
School’s afterschool
chess club.

RACES from page 1

of two, three-year terms on
the Paige Memorial Library
Trustees. Incumbent Lisa M.
Gaskill was re-elected to the
other seat with 301 votes.
The following incum-
bents were re-elected to

their positions: Ryan J.
Witkos, Town Clerk for a
three-year term, 364 votes;
Jennifer S. Kolenda, Board
of Assessors for a three-year
term, 351 votes; Stanley D.
White, Paige Agricultural
Fund Trustee for a five-
year term, 340 votes; Ryan

J. Witkos, Moderator for
a three-year term, 357
votes; Harry T. Comerford,
Planning Board for a three-
year term, 314 votes; and
Jennifer E. Garvey, Planning
Board for a three-year term,
292 votes.

VOLLHEIM from page 1

Durant was also asked
about supplementals and
responded that some are
going forward to try and get
Rural Aid money to come
through for these rural
communities, including
Hardwick.

“Make sure we’re avail-
able to get you the oppor-
tunity to get some of these
projects out of the way,”
Durant said.

Town Administrator’s

report

Caggiano shared a spe-
cial report with a focus on
thanking Vollheim for his
years of service.

Caggiano thanked
Vollheim and said she
appreciated his time and
knowledge. Select Board
Vice Chair William Tinker
also recognized Vollheim’s
years of service and contri-
butions to the town.

“A lot of families in this
town remember the time
you gave, and that matters,”
Tinker said.

Vollheim expressed his
thanks for the compliments.

RFP for 179 Main St.

Caggiano drafted a
request for proposal for the
Select Board to review for
property at 179 Main St.,
Gilbertville.

Select Board Clerk Jeff
Schaaf said he would like to
be able to look through this
before making any kind of

PRICES IN
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decision.

Elizabeth Cyran asked
if it was possible for the
Historical Commission to
review the RFP draft, which
was noted by the board
members.

In continuation of the
discussion, Planning Board
Chair William Cole asked
if the Planning Board could
also review the draft of the
RFP. It is only a draft at this
point, and some adjustments
will be made as it’s being
discussed and ultimately
will have a final version.

Tinker said the RFP draft
showed no appraisal or min-
imum value of the property.
There is also the matter of
the condition of the building
and any known issues.

He said a potential buyer
of the building may want to
know those details.

The Select Board will
review the RFP draft further
and will come back to it on
a later date.

Annual Town Meeting

The Select Board
voted to schedule the
Annual Town Meeting on
Saturday, June 6 at 9 a.m.,
at Hardwick Elementary
School, 76 School House
Drive, Gilbertville.

The Annual Town
Meeting warrant will be
posted on the town’s web-
site, www.hardwick-ma.
gov and in the town’s Post
Offices.

Caggiano and the Select
Board members reviewed

the 26 warrant articles.

One of the questions the
public had for the Select
Board was about the article
regarding short-term rentals.

Article 21, “To see if the
Town will vote to accept
Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 64G, Section 3A
to impose a local excise tax
upon the transfer of occu-
pancy of any room or rooms
in a bed and bed and break-
fast establishment, hotel,
lodging house, short-term
rental or motel located with-
in the Town at the rate of
6%, or take any other action
relative thereto.”

This article is sponsored
by the Select Board and is
basically being applied to
accessory dwelling units
and short-term rentals.

A citizen’s petition, arti-
cle 25, asks voters, “To see
if the Town will authorize
the Select Board to acquire,
on behalf of the Town, by
gift, for library purposes,
the parcel of land with the
building thereon known
as the Gilbertville Public
Library, located at 259 Main
St., described in a deed
recorded with the Worcester
County Registry of Deeds
in Book 1766, Page 347 and
shown on Assessors’ Map
59, Lot 8.7

The Select Board contin-
ues to hold joint meetings
with the Finance Committee
to discuss and go over the
fiscal year 2027 budget
prior to the Annual Town
Meeting.
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“Quality counts
when no one
is looking.”

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

SPENCER, MA
Established 1963

KeyesPaving.com
508-347-7499

\ @  Fully Insured * Owner/Operator )
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Ware Senior Center

NEWS

WARE - The Ware
Senior Center, 413-967-
9645, located at 1 Robbins
Road, is open Monday
through Friday from 8
a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to
the store are only accepted
by Sue LaBarge, who can
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, May 11
¢ 9 a.m. Tai Chi
¢ 10 a.m. Scat
e 11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, May 12

* 9 a.m. Exercise Class at
Valley View Housing

e 10 a.m. Scat

* 11:30 a.m. Lunch

* 12:20 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh

* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.
$3 per class.

* 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open
at5 p.m.)

Wednesday, May 13
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori

Thursday, May 14
* 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley
View Housing
* 9 a.m. Walking Club

(weather permitting)
* 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing
for Beginners
10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, May 15
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori
* 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open
at5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50
unless otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, May 11
Spaghetti with
Meatballs, Tossed Salad,
Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, May 12
Mississippi Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, Veggie of
the Day, Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, May 13
Cheese Lasagna, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, May 14
Shepherd’s Pie, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, May 15
Tuna Melt Sandwich,
French Fries, Dessert of the
Day

Library hosts annual book sale

WARE - The Ware
Library, 37 Main St., will
be holding its annual Book
Sale from May 11-23,
during regular library hours.

There is a great selec-
tion of book and DVDs
for adults and children,

am.-1 p.m.

at 413-967-5491 with any
questions.

with great prices. Library
hours are Mondays through
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-7
p.m. and Saturdays from 9

Please call the library

McQuaid discusses summer annual flowers

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - The Ware
Grange kicked off the 2026
season with the adult gar-
dening workshop on summer
annual flowers.

Returning to the Grange
was presenter Roberta
McQuaid, who is a sea-
soned horticulturist with a
lot of gardening expertise.
Throughout the workshop,
McQuaid shared tips on
hands on gardening for sum-
mer annual flowers.

Guests got to try seed
starting as McQuaid provided
seeds, soil and trays during
the workshop. After a busy
winter, McQuaid feels that
focusing on summer flowers
is a great way to begin spring.

“Get spring going,”
McQuaid said.

McQuaid began by talking
about indoor seed sowing
with heat and light. These are
for flowers that need a longer
growing period.

Heat mats are a good tool
and McQuaid shared she has
used them since graduating

college. Supplemental light
is also needed as well as one
transplant and fertilization.

In her presentation,
McQuaid shared pictures of
various flowers that fall in
this summer annual category
for indoor seed sowing. One
of her favorites is the Globe
Amaranth.

Larkspur is a pret-
ty flower but is poison-
ous. Other summer flow-
ers include Ageratum,
Amaranthus, Celosias,
Lemon Beebalm, Rudbeckia,
Salvia, Snapdragon and
Strawflowers.

The next set of flowers are
for indoor seed sowing and
for getting a head start. These
tips are for fast growing flow-
ers that need less than four
weeks to be big enough to
plant outside.

Helpful tools include indi-
vidual pots or cell packs. For
growing, you can use a win-
dowsill, hobby greenhouse,
cold frame or a protected area
outside.

There is no transplant-
ing or fertilization needed.
Hardening off is necessary
depending on where the

plants are growing.

McQuaid first talked about
Alyssum, which is consid-
ered a border plant and has a
wonderful smell.

The next flower brought
up was the Bachelor Button,
which McQuaid said was one
of the first plants she grew as
a kid. The Bachelor Button
has colorful flowers and is
a plant that likes the cold
weather.

Cosmos are also beautiful
summer flowers that come in
varieties. Some Cosmos are
small, some are tall.

Then the familiar
Marigolds came up during
the workshop.

“You either love or hate
marigolds,” McQuaid said.

Marigolds are known to
have the smell of summer and
come in various types such
as signet marigolds. Another
popular summer flower is
the Sunflower and its various
sizes.

McQuaid mentioned
the Mammoth Grey Stripe
Sunflower, known for its
massive size. Other sunflow-
ers that are fun to grow are
Autumn Beauty and Italian

White.

Zinnias are also popu-
lar summer flowers to start
growing in the spring. This is
also a large flower with some
small varieties. There were
seed packets of various flow-
ers McQuaid went over in the
workshop.

Guests began lining up to
try seed starting for some of
these summer annual flow-
ers. McQuaid stuck around to
answer any questions guests
had.

The next adult garden-
ing workshop will be on
Herbal Revival, where gar-
deners learn to grow, use
and preserve a variety of
herbs. McQuaid will be the
presenter for this workshop
on Friday, June 12 at 7 p.m.
at the Ware Grange, 297
Belchertown Road.

The first Kids Corner
Workshop with Jen McNally
will take place on Saturday,
May 9 at 10 a.m. and is about
farm tools and planting.

For more information,
follow the Ware Grange on
Facebook, “Ware Grange
#164, or go to www.ware-
grange.org.

Library hosts Mother's
Day Tea this Saturday

HARDWICK - Enjoy a
Mother’s Day Tea at the
Paige Memorial Library,
87 Petersham Road, on
Saturday, May 9 from 11
a.m.-noon.

Enjoy tea, lemonade and
art making with your favorite
motherly person.

On Tuesday, May 12 at
6 p.m. and Saturday, May
16 at 11 a.m. join Mindful
Mandalas: Art & Creativity —
and get centered while creat-
ing drawn mandala art. Relax
in a rhythm of pattern and
color. Materials provided.

Ongoing library activities
include Story Time with an
activity every Wednesday,
10:30 a.m.-noon, the Paige
Book Club, the Cookbook
Club, Celebrate Hardwick,
the Ongoing Book Sale, the
Paige Writers, the Page to
Screen book to movie dis-
cussion group, and the Movie
Festival Committee. Come
join a group or suggest a new
one. More events are coming.
Check the Facebook page
and website www.facebook.
com/paigelibrary/ and www.
paigelibrary.com/

BROOKFIELD - Join
C4R for a special Birding
on the Quaboag paddle on
Saturday, May 16 from
8:30-11 a.m.

The Quaboag Marsh
offers a special habitat for
spring birds. Participants
will listen for and perhaps
see the American Bittern.

Meet at the Route 148
state boat launch, then park
nearby. Limit is 15 pad-
dlers.

RSVP required by
emailing chicopeewater-
shed @ gmail.com.

C4R is also seeking vol-
unteers to conduct water
quality sampling at sites

C4R hosts birding paddle

in Wilbraham and Palmer
twice a month on Thursday
mornings in June, July
and August and once in
September.

BUDGET from page 1

FY 28. Culross said one-time
revenues should be used for
things like funding articles,
capital projects and snow and
ice.

He said they should not
be used to fund the operat-
ing budget, and the Finance
Committee would not sup-
port it.

Culross also suggested
a new article on the Annual
Town Meeting warrant to
designate the capital stabili-
zation to pay for a truck used
by the Highway Department,
which was originally being
paid out of the operating
budget.

Caggiano said with that
article being put on the war-
rant, the FY 27 budget is
officially balanced.

Select Board Vice-Chair
William Tinker said it is not
balanced, because it is being
funded by these one-time
revenues. Caggiano said the
budget has been historical-
ly funded by one-time reve-
nues, but Finance Committee

member Mark Korzec said
this year’s one-time revenues
are up over 20% from last
year.

Because of this discrepan-
cy, the boards discussed that
there may be cuts necessary
from the operating budget of
$200,000 to balance the bud-
get. They discussed that there
are vacancies in the Highway
Department and Recycling
Center.

The board discussed put-
ting a hold on all hiring not
funded by the state.

Caggiano said for exam-
ple, the IT budget is at
$38,000 but it pays for
nine different items, but
the IT services costs almost
$38,000 and is over budget-
ed every year. Tinker said
there should be an IT ser-
vices audit to make sure they
are not charging every time
they come out for recurring
problems they are failing to
address.

The Select Board voted to
conduct an audit in FY 27,
and to cap the cost at $2,000
if there is one.

Caggiano said the town is
also cutting costs by imple-
menting 100% direct depos-
it for paystubs, saving $45 a
month.

Select Board member Jeff
Schaaf said the town needs
to look at water rates, since
water is costing the town
more than what they are
getting in revenue. Schaaf
said he is the chair of the
Wheelwright Water District,
and they are continuing to
raise rates.

Discussion on cuts

The Treasurer Collector
expense, which was budgeted
at $19,500 at the last meet-
ing, was reduced to $9,500
by the Select Board.

At the April 30 meeting,
the line item was back at
$19,500. Caggiano said this
is because treasurer expense,
collector expense, and pay-
roll added up and combined
into one line item. The
boards calculated the expens-
es, and found that it does not
add up to $19,500, rather
about $16,000.

CJW@A
OPEN SEVEN DAYS
Find The Perfect Gift Today!

BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY [\,
Baskets & Flowers £l S
HANGING BASKETS
Wide Selection of Colors & Sizes
VEGETABLE PLANTS e
Memorial Days Pots For Your Loved Ones
1,000’'S OF ANNUALS IN MANY VARIETIES

HERBS

? AM. -5 PM.

Opening
May 1

Tracie’s Greenhouses * 3 Ashley Street, Ware, MA

Look for signs off of Homecrest, next to Big Y

The Select Board voted to
reduce the budget to $16,000.

The board said it would
be advisable to ask the
department heads if they can
cut their budgets by 10%,
and review their findings
at a meeting on May 21.
Caggiano and Tinker said
they would meet with depart-
ment heads the week of May
11.

Warrant article discussion

Caggiano said there is an
article on the ATM warrant
about adjusting snow and ice
deficits. She said the state is
in the process of negotiating
a winter relief package to go
out to towns to assist with
overdrawn snow and ice bud-
gets because of the last harsh
winter.

She said the town is about
$224,000 over budget for

snow and ice, and they have
about $74,000 in free cash.

Caggiano also presented
two article requests made
by Tinker. Article 16 would
have been to have the town
pay a portion of the princi-
pal on the fire truck this year,
but the other Select Board
members said it was “unnec-
essary.”

Article 24 would have
been for the recording of all
board meetings when prac-
tical. Schaaf said it was
premature to ask for this
because only the Select
Board meeting room is set
up with a camera, and there
are many boards that meet in
various places in town.

Tinker said the language
makes it subject to available
resources, and it is not meant
to be a mandate.

Tinker said the article is

about transparency. Schaaf
said it’s an “admirable goal,”
but it is too early.

Tinker said that there are
five days in a work week,
and the Select Board only
uses the room once a week.
He said other boards and
committees could book the
room. Select Board Chair
Eric Vollheim said it was
not a good idea since it was
not brought up to boards.
The motion made by Tinker
to include this on the annu-
al town meeting warrant was
not seconded.

Water abatements
The Select Board
approved water abatements
for 18-20 Duhamel Court in
the amount of $500.08, and
1820-1822 Barre Road in the
amount of $1,199.75.

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver

The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to:

Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department,

110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

For further information, please contact
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451,
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov.

A.A/E.QO.E.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

Valte’s

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I will be 62 in two
years. I plan on signing up
for SS at age 62, but I have
heard there are details
that are important when
signing up. When it comes
time, I want to make sure
I do everything right. Can
you help me understand?

Signed:
Claiming Soon

Dear Claiming Soon:

Deciding when to claim
your Social Security bene-
fit is a decision you should
make only after careful
consideration of your per-
sonal circumstances. And
details are, indeed, import-
ant. For example, if you
claim at age 62 (when you
first become eligible), your
monthly SS benefit will be
only 70% of the amount
you would get by waiting
until age 67 to claim. And
there are other consider-
ations as well, including:

If you are still work-
ing and claim at 62,
you will be subject to
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET)
which limits how much
you can earn from work-
ing while collecting early
SS benefits. The earnings
limit changes each year,
and for 2026 it is $24,480.
If the annual limit after
you claim early is exceed-
ed, SS will take back $1 in
benefits for every $2 you
are over the limit. And, if
your work earnings sub-
stantially exceed the annu-
al limit, you may even be
temporarily ineligible for
early SS benefits (until
you either stop working
full time or reach your SS
full retirement age). FYI,
the AET lasts until you
reach your FRA (age 67).

The benefit reduc-
tion for claiming SS
early is permanent. After
you claim, you will only
get increases for Cost-
of-Living Adjustments
(COLA) which occur
annually according to
inflation. FYI, the average
annual COLA adjustment
is about 2.5%.

If you are married, the
reduced benefit you get
by claiming early will
potentially be the basis
of your spouse’s survivor
benefit if you pass first.
Surviving spouse benefits
are based on the amount
you are receiving at your
death, thus waiting longer
for a higher personal ben-

| want to do everything right
when I claim Social Security

efit may also provide your
spouse with a larger survi-
vor benefit as your widow.

If you wait longer
than age 62, your month-
ly benefit will continue to
increase (by approximate-
ly 6% per year) until you
reach your FRA, when you
get 100% of the amount
you are entitled to from a
lifetime of working. FYI,
you can even wait longer
- up to age 70 - to claim
an even higher monthly
amount (8% more for each
year of delay after FRA).
At age 70, your SS benefit
would be about 75% more
than your age 62 benefit
amount.

If you haven’t already
done so, I suggest setting
up your personal online
“my Social Security”
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount to see what
your SS benefits are esti-
mated to be at various
ages. Then, when you are
closer to age 62, contact
us again to talk about your
specific personal circum-
stances at the time, and
we can provide you with
everything you need to
know about applying for
Social Security.

In the end, when claim-
ing your Social Security
benefits, you should
consider your financial
need, your health and life
expectancy, your plans for
working, and your marital
status. We commend you
for exploring this well in
advance of becoming eli-
gible and we will be here
to assist when it is time for

you to apply.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

The Garden Lady takes on spring bulb woes

ebi, who gardens in
Hardwick, reached
out to the Garden

Lady with concerns over her
daffodils.

They didn’t bloom well
this year, and she wonders if
they need fertilizer.

“Dear Garden Lady,
sorry to bother you in
this busy season but
our daffodils aren’t
doing well. I'm
guessing they need
food. What would you
suggest?”

I am happy to
answer your question!
There are typically four
reasons why daffodils don’t
bloom.

Probably the first mistake
gardeners make is removing
the foliage too soon after
the flowers go by. Foliage
needs about six-eight weeks
of ripening before it can be
removed.

While it is still green, it is
photosynthesizing and mak-
ing energy for next year’s
flowers.

It can get unsightly as it
starts to yellow and finally
turn brown and dry up, but
we must be patient.

It is ready when it comes
off with a gentle tug. Some
gardeners get strategic with
nearby plants so that the eye
moves away from the foliage
and to another plant taking
the stage in full bloom.

Another reason why daf-
fodils may be stingy with
their flowers is that the
clumps are overgrown and
need to be divided. Wait
until the foliage has turned
brown, then dig up the bulbs,
pry them apart and replant
them twice their width from
one another and about two to
three times their height deep.

I recommend using a
pointed shovel, not a trow-
el. Sometimes they can be
down deep and you want to
make sure you get the bulb
out intact.

Do this while the brown
foliage is there so that you
can find them. While it may
feel “off” to be replanting in
early summer, it is a perfect-

ly fine time to do it.

Debi’s bulbs could also
need fertilizer, like she sug-
gested. A sprinkling of gran-
ular fertilizer with low nitro-
gen, but sufficient phospho-
rus and potassium for bloom-
ing and rooting, respectively,
would be ideal.

The two best times to feed
are when the bulbs are up a
few inches and now, just past
bloom. Daffodils do require
less fertilizer than tulips and
hyacinths, and sometimes
bloom for years without the
addition of fertilizer.

I am wondering if the
trees or the ground cover
adjacent to Debi’s daffodils
were fertilized with a high
nitrogen blend and it affected
the bulbs? I have a few daf-
fodils near an apple tree that
is close to my compost pile,
where I mix chicken bedding
with vegetable scraps, etc.

I think the high nitrogen
run-off from the pile affect-
ed my blooming, just as an
example. Of five possible
clumps I had a measly two
flowers. Bone meal, high in
phosphorus, is in order to
rebalance the soil.

Knowing Debi’s sun
exposure, I don’t think this
is an issue, but it is worth
the mention for other read-
ers who may struggle with
sparse blooms. Daffodils
won’t bloom in deep shade.

Dappled sunlight is fine.

Planting under deciduous
trees is also fine. If you think
shade is the culprit, wait until
the foliage ripens and move
them using the guidelines I
provided for bulbs that are
overcrowded.

I sure hope one of these

suggestions will help

your daffodils regain
their former glory!

Rose, who reads

the column in the

Ware River News,
was concerned that a

number of her hyacinths

were broken off at ground
level when just buds, and
she wondered what or who
could the culprit be.

“This is so disheartening,
I don’t want to even grow
them any more.”

I was astounded to hear
this, because the same thing
happened to me in one of my
gardens at Old Sturbridge
Village where I have a multi
red, white and blue plant-
ing of hyacinths and tulips.
Grooming last week yielded
at least 10 hyacinth buds that
looked as if they were but off
at ground level.

Although the experts say
rodents could be the cause,
the cut was almost perfect,
not gnawed in any way,
plus hyacinths contain natu-
ral deterrents making them
rodent proof, typically. I did
cultivate the bed awhile back,
my thought being that I may
have cut a few of them off
under ground.

As the stems elongat-
ed, they could have forced
the bud above ground even
though it was already dis-
lodged, but the mystery
remains. I’m sorry this hap-
pened, Rose, and I wish I had
a definite answer for you, but
at least know you are in good
company with your hyacinth
woes.

If anyone has any answers
I would love to hear them!

FOR MOTHEXS
DAY, HOW ABOUT

MAKING SOMETHING
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These yellow-rumped
warblers, also known
as Myrtle warblers, flit-
ted around the edges of Lake
Wallace in Belchertown, on
April 22.

A Belchertown resident
sent an email reporting he
saw two yellow-rumped. He
attached the above photos.
The second photo a rear view
of the warbler clearly shows
the yellow rump of this aptly
named warbler.

These warblers are about
the size of black-capped chick-
adee and have a long bill and
natrow tail

They are gray with yellow
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on their sides, a small patch
on the head and of course, the
large patch on the rump. They
have white on wings, throat
and underneath. They have
black and white streaking on

the breast Males have a large
black patch around the eye.
The female is duller.

In summer, yellow-rumped
warblers inhabit open conif-
erous forests and edges and
not as often deciduous forests.
They primarily feed on insects
in the summer. On migration
and winter they eat fruit and
berries particularly bayberry

and wax myrtle. Their song is
a series of high-pitched notes
often described as “chewy” or
“chip-chip.”

When males court females,
they fluff their feathers, raise
their wings and the feathers
of the crown and hop from
perch to perch, chipping. They
may also make display flights
in which they glide back and
forth or fly slowly with exag-
gerated wingbeats. The yel-
low-rumped Warbler’s flight
is agile and swift and the birds
often call as they change direc-
tion.

The female builds the nest
and sometimes uses materi-
al the male brings to her. The
nest is a cup of twigs, pine
needles, grasses and root-
lets. The female also may use
moose, horse and deer hair,
moss and lichens. The nest
takes about ten days to com-
plete. She lays a clutch of
one to six eggs speckled with
brown or reddish gray.

Bluebirds
A Rutland couple say two

bluebirds in their yard on April
25. They hope they will nest in
the yard.

Great blue heron
I finally saw a great blue
heron perched in a tree at the
beaver pond, which abuts my
hayfield. Every year, one or
two are frequent visitors and
even nested there.

Purple martins

A purple martin watcher
spotted the first purple mar-
tins in Massachusetts for 2026
in Rehoboth on April 4. The
largest species of swallow
in North America, they win-
tered in Brazil and flew 7,000
miles to the United States and
Canada.

Hummingbirds
Soon the ruby-throated
hummingbirds will be back.
It is time to get out the nectar
feeders. Instead of purchasing

Please see BACKYARD,
page 6
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the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the election.
We reserve the right to edit all
statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet our
guidelines.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com




May 7, 2026, Ware River News, Page 5

1

America’s Forgotten Conflict

Renowned author presents lecture on King Philip’s War

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD
—New York Times
Bestselling Author
Michael J. Tougias will
present a free slide lec-
ture about King Philip’s
War at the West
Brookfield
Senior Center,
73 Central St.,
on Sunday, May
24 at 1 p.m.

This lecture
is sponsored by
the Quaboag
Historical
Society.

Named after
“King Philip,”
who was
also known as Metacom,
a Wampanoag chief, the
war was fought between
the colonies and many of
the Native American tribes
from 1675-1676.

“Per capita basis, it had
the highest casualty rate
of any war America was
involved in,” Tougias said.
“It was a major, major
event.”

One of the most bru-
tal battles that occurred
during King Philip’s War
took place at a Native
American village along the
Ware River, in the area now
known as the Winnimusset
Wildlife Management Area,
near the Hardwick/New
Braintree line.

“The action there
is known as Wheeler’s
Surprise,” Tougias said.

Captain Thomas
Wheeler was instructed to
go and meet with the local
Nipmuck tribe and force
them to sign a peace treaty,
where he was met with an
ambush.

“Wheeler was shot off
his horse, but rescued by
his son and taken back to
the garrison at Foster Hill
Road in West Brookfield,”
he said. “He survived and
wrote an account of it.”

Tougias said after
the ambush, the Native
Americans followed

Wheeler and his men back
to the garrison and burned
all of Brookfield down. He
said they could not get the
garrison to burn, because as
noted in Wheeler’s memoir,
“God made it rain,” and it

Michael J. Tougias
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wouldn’t ignite.
Wheeler later
died as a result
of his injuries
received during the battle of
Brookfield.

Tougias has written
two books about King
Philip’s War; “Until I Have
No Country” and “King
Philip’s War: The History
and Legacy of America’s
Forgotten Conflict”, which
he co-authored with Eric
Schultz.

Growing up 1in
Longmeadow, Tougias
developed an interest in
King Philip’s War, and he
learned a lot about it from
his father, who was a histo-
ry buff.

“Where 1 grew up there’s
a King Philip’s stockade,”
he said. “Once you know a
little bit, you just start crav-
ing more and more.”

Tougias said meeting
fellow author Schultz was
a blessing and that they
shared the same passion.

“He went to all the sites
across New England,”
Tougias said.

King Philip’s War
is known as America’s
Forgotten Conflict, as it is
something that few people
know about.

“I’ve spoken at
almost every town in
Massachusetts. People don’t
know much about this war,”
Tougias said.

During the lecture on
May 24, Tougias will share
maps and show where the
battles happened, and what
they look like today. He
said his lecture will be like
watching a documentary
and will captivate audience
members of any age; even
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children.

“If people want to bring
their kids, they’re welcome
as well,” he said. “Kids are
fascinated by it all.”

Tougias has authored a
total of 38 books over the
course of his career, includ-
ing “The Finest Hours”,
which was made into a
Disney movie starring Chris
Pine and Casey Affleck.

His latest book, “In Deep
Water: A Story of Sharks,
Survival, and Courage” tells
the story of three recreation
fishermen whose boat sinks
off New Orleans in the Gulf
of Mexico.

“The Coast Guard gave
them a 1% chance of ever
being found,” Tougias said.
“All they had time to grab is
a couple coolers to hang on
to. They make a vow to stay
together and not talk about
why the boat sank.”

Tougias said the fisher-
men thought they would be
rescued within a few hours,
but there were no other
boats on the water.

“Instead of just surviv-
ing three hours, they have
to survive 28 hours treading
water through the night,” he
said.

The fishermen faced
the elements, dehydration,
jellyfish stings and a shark
attack.

“They wanted the story
to be told,” Tougias said.
“It’s an absolute off-the-
charts survival story and
rescue too. They should not
be alive.”

For more informa-
tion about Tougias and
his books, visit www.
michaeltougias.com.

Stone Church hosts free
Concerts on the Lawn

HARDWICK - On
Saturday, May 31 at 2 p.m.,
The Weir River Concert
Band is preparing to
“Celebrate America Through
Music” on the lawn of the
Stone Church Cultural Center,
283 Main St., Gilbertville.

The concert will include
traditional and contempo-
rary music that is part of
America’s musical history to
celebrate our country’s 250th
celebration.

Music by Aaron Copeland,
John Williams and John
Phillip Sousa along with
many other pieces will be
featured. The band will also
be joined by vocalist Karen
Guertin and guest conductor
Tan Wykes for an afternoon of
great music.

The Weir River Concert
Band is celebrating its 21st
year of performing for the
local communities.

The band is 40+ members
strong with musicians from
several surrounding com-
munities including Ware,
Palmer, Monson, Gilbertville,

Hardwick, Rutland, the
Brookfields and Spencer.
They have members of all
ages and playing abilities.

On Sunday, June 7 at 2
p.m., Weir River Jazz is pre-
paring to “Celebrate Jazz in
June”

Weir River Jazz is a group
based on the traditional Jazz
Ensemble and Big Band for-
mats directed by John Sacco.

Weir River Jazz grew out
of the concert band to focus
on jazz and improvisation.
This June vocalist Donna-Lee
DePrille will join the concert.

Since 2020, both groups
have made the Gilbertville
Stone Church Cultural Center
their rehearsal home.

A career veteran, John
P. Sacco was awarded the
Silver Star for his actions
in Vietnam in October of
1969. He trained at Boston
Conservatory and taught
music in the public schools.

The public is invited
to bring lawn chairs. Tents,
refreshments and accessible
facilities will be provided.

FIELDCREST
from page 2

merchandise such as
T-shirts, hats and sweat-
shirts. Fieldcrest glass-
ware will also be for sale.

The current hours
for Fieldcrest Brewing
Company in Ware are
Friday 3-9 p.m., Saturday
noon- 9 p.m., and Sunday
noon-7 p.m., with more
days and hours coming
soon.

Fieldcrest is excited to
have customers come in
and talk about how much
they love the bar in this
familiar Ware building.
It takes a lot of time and
work to operate a busi-
ness, and the Fields are
looking forward to the
future with a new location
in Ware.

“No matter what
tomorrow brings, we have
built such a strong com-
munity within Fieldcrest,”
Shannon said.

For more information,
go to www.fieldcrest-
brewing.com. Fieldcrest
Brewing Company is
also on Instagram and
Facebook.

NEW MEMBERS

from page 1

that will occur next year due
to retirements.

“We really wanted to get
out in advance,” he said.
“This is just to get candidates
in the pool.”

Wood said after interview-
ing and selecting candidates,
contracts will not be signed
until after the fiscal year
2027 budget is approved at
the annual town meeting on
June 8. He said they are also
hiring paraprofessionals.

A full-day Professional
Development training will
be held for staff on May
8. Wood said staff will be
trained on how to use the
new information software for
the 2026-2027 school year.

Wood said the school
district will be using
ParentSquare (formerly
Remind) for communication
between staff and families.
Both schools will be using
ParentSquare and the ele-
mentary school will no lon-
ger use ClassDojo.

“There will be some
online parent training as
well,” he said. “It’s just to get
parents and families all on
the same tool so they’re not
having to learn two different
software.”

Wood said the school dis-
trict received the final report

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL CHOICE

PROGRAM

2026 2027 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accept-
ing applications for the following School Choice openings
for the 2026-2027 school year:

Grade Openings
Grade K 3
Grade 1 3
Grade 2 3
Grade 3 1
Grade 4 2
Grade 5 1

Grade Openings
Grade 6 1
Grade 7 7
Grade 8 7
Grade 9 14

Grade 10 14

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation
and tradition to provide positive educational experiences
for all of our students through quality programs, dynamic
teaching and healthy relationships

The deadline for submitting a complete application
is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 29, 2026.

The selection of non-resident students for admission
will be in the form of a random drawing when the number

of requests exceeds the number of available spaces.

There

will be two drawings for this purpose. The first will take
place on May 29, 2026, and in the event of unexpected
additional openings, a second drawing will be conducted

on August 15, 2026.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at
www.belchertownps.org or picked up at 14 Maple St.,

Belchertown, MA 01007.

Shed,, Pool, &
HHot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Anthun "S'k

" Jervais
( 774)597 6500

for the Integrated Monitoring
Review for civil rights and
special education. He said
this is held every three years
and is part of a six-year
review cycle.

Wood said the school dis-
trict had two findings, both
for civil rights standards.

“We’ve already begun our
work on addressing that,”
he said. “Both of them tied
directly to work that we need
to pay more attention to in
the terms of our work with
general ed. classrooms, gen-
eral ed. teachers, with iden-
tifying and supporting stu-
dents in the classroom for
success...and what our pro-
cess is for explaining that to
parent...assessing students,
what data we collect.”

Wood said they also want
to ensure that data is being
collected the same way
through all of the grade lev-
els.

State budget

Wood said the House of
Representatives has passed
its version of the proposed
budget, which shows a poten-
tial increase in Chapter 70
funds from $75 to $160.

“Which is good news for
us,” he said.

Wood said this version
of the budget also shows
a slight increase in Circuit

Breaker funding, which is
used to reimburse school dis-
tricts for certain special edu-
cation costs.

He said this version of the
budget also has a reduction
in Rural Aid, and this is the
first year that the school dis-
trict would have qualified to
receive aid. He said there is
also a reduction in preschool
grants.

The budget will now go
before the Senate and eventu-
ally to the Governor for final
changes. He said it is usually
announced by June 30.

End of year attendance

Wood said the final
months of school are a cru-
cial time of learning for stu-
dents and he emphasized the
importance of attendance.

Legal counsel contract

The School Committee
voted to approve the retainer
agreement with Dupere Law
Offices. Winslow said there
is no change in the cost of
the agreement over the prior
contract.

Important dates
The Ware Jr./Sr. High
School graduation ceremony
for the Class of 2026 will be
held on Saturday, June 6. The
last day of school is June 17.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

SATURDAY
JUNE 20 2026

, TO REGISTER YOUR FOURSOME
" CALL PAUL HARPER 413-537- 3422
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Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Community members came together to prevent suicide

and bring awareness to it.

WALK from page 1

Murphy started the walk
along with School Resource
Officer Jeannine Bonnayer,
who welcomed partici-
pants to this year’s event.
Bonnayer thanked the stu-
dents and staff of Ware
Public Schools, Quabbin
Regional High School and
Eagle Hill School for creat-
ing teams.

Bonnayer talked about the
loss of Murphy, and the loss
of her and Shawn Donnelly’s
son, Ethan.

“We lost our friend
Kristen,” Bonnayer said.
“Lost our friend’s son...
Shawn’s son...some of you
wear shirts with his name.”

This type of loss is pro-
found and life changing, and
it’s something that many
people face in silence.

“Lots of us have had loss-
es in our lives, or we have
people that we worry about,”
Bonnayer said.

Bonnayer read some
inspiring words shared with
her by Ware Public School
educator Jacqui Flamand:

“I can welcome joy. I can
ask for help. I can celebrate
myself. I can set boundaries.
I can give myself grace. I can

do hard things.”

Karen Carreira of the
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention spoke on
behalf of the organization,
which she also used for help
following the loss of her own
son.

“I am a loss survivor,” she
said.

She thanked the walk par-
ticipants for their continued
support, and for the impact
their donations will have to
prevent suicide.

“This group has raised
probably $10,000 today,” she
said. “Which is pretty incred-
ible.”

Carreira talked about
some of the initiatives the
American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention has
accomplished with money
raised, including adding
988 on all student identifi-
cation cards, offering teens
access to suicide prevention
resources and help.

She said the walk not only
helps to raise money for sui-
cide prevention, it also helps
to unite loss survivors, or
those struggling with suicidal
thoughts.

“Connecting to one anoth-
er saves lives,” she said.
“Talking to one another saves

A

Carreira announced the
top individual fundraisers
for this year’s walk, with
Lynn Park raising $1,675;
Ronnie Theriault, $550;
Logan Burgess Hess, $500;
Elizabeth Niquette, $325;
and Grace Powers, $200.
As of May 5, Stephanie
McCaffrey was also a top
fundraiser with $300.

The top team fundrais-
ers were Eagle Hill School
with $2,621; Mustang Walks
Together, $1,475; Quabbin
Community, $800; Sculpt
Well Co., $590; and Walmart
Family, $480. Team Walk
for Ethan raised $415.

Before and after the walk,
participants enjoyed free hot
dogs courtesy of the Ware
Knights of Columbus, snacks
from Big Y and ice cream
from Ice Cream Emergency.
There were also lawn games,
raffles and booths.

Bands The Lose Knit Wits
and Lyle’s Leftovers per-
formed throughout the after-
noon.

A young
joined in on his scooter.

Acebedo stopped for a photo at the Ware River.
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School participated in the walk.
R
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Walmart manager Brian Bissonnette and his
wife Angelina Bissonnette gave out bracelets
and other items.
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Students from Ware Jr./Sr. High School, Quabbin Regional High School and Eagle Hill

Karen Carreira of the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention
named the top fundraising teams and
individuals for this year's walk.

KITCHEN
PACKAGE &
LAUNDRY
REBATES

43” Smart TV,
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99

Regularly $269.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99

Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT

FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

$499.99

L oscover
EaEs [

T
o;g’E

(REG. $299)

(REG. $499)

Great

Selection!

MATTRESS SALE!

TWIN: $199 / FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $299

(REG. $599)

BETTER THAN ANY BIG BOX STORE!

DELUXE AIR FRY RANGE - Reg. $699.99
FRIGIDAIRE DISHWASHER - Reg. $699.99
21 CU. FT. FREEZER - Reg. $999.99
G.E. 27 CU. FT. FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR Reg. $1999.99 seusussas $1,399
5 CU. FT. CHEST FREEZER - reg. $699.99
AMANA WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $599.99

$749

$299
$799

FRIGIDAIRE 18 CU. FT. REFRIGERATOR - Reg. $699.99

FAMOUS MAKER OVER THE STOVE MICROWAVE - Reg. $249.99 .... $229.99
LG WASHER & DRYER - Front Load, Reg. $1599.99.sssesssssssssssessssesssses $1,399.99
MAYTAG DELUXE WASHER OR DRYER - Reg. $699.99usssssusassssarsnss $499.99
WHIRLPOOL SIDE BY SIDE. reg. $1,499.99

WHITCO

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm  Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

$1,049.99

$189
$489.99

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP:

$49.99!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

BACKYARD from page 4

prepared nectar in powder or
liquid form, avoid the harm-
ful dyes and boil a one to four
ration of sugar to water. I pre-
ferred to mix small batches, Y4
cup white sugar to 1 cup water
on a more frequent basis to
avoid spoilage. It can be stored
in the refrigerator for about
one week if making larger
amounts.

Tom turkeys

In my travelers, I spotted
in three different locations
Tom turkeys displaying their
tail feathers for one or more
hen turkeys. I noticed one Tom
with two hens strutting about
as the females kept on eating
near him.

Bird fact

Annually, over 50 million
Americans purchased more
than one billion pounds of bird
seed and suet.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer
office has a new phone system
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be
left. I will publish the number
as soon as it is set up.
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Made to make a difference.

: ; - - - = B = e ' Quabbin Regional High School students Juliana Tweedell,
Lee Gauthier and Maggie Sullivan of Country Bank handed  Family and friends of Bobby Williams walked in his memory.  Cambria Burns, Isabella Vega and Devonte Smith joined

out snacks and drinks. this year’s Out of the Darkness Campus Walk.
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A couple walked together at
Grenville Park.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Ware Fire Department participated in the walk.

Ware Police
Officer

and School
Resource
Officer
Jeannine
Bonnayer
talked about
the history

of the Out of |
the Darkness
Campus Walk,
and its found-
er Kristen
Murphy.

' ' : Ryan Donnelly walked in memory of
Ware Jr./Sr. ngh School and Eagle H|II School students joined together to bring awareness to his brother, Ethan Donnelly.

suicide prevention.
Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

Congratulatevovk Graduate E:ﬁifs:;:}ﬁ?"w@\)&

> Class c.ls We are offering a great deal for you to Wea P&
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE ) ¢ VEry pRoe=ot
gl in your community graduation issue. you and your
N @ Submit a photo and a brief message. accomplishments.
S Good luck
DEADLINE FOR MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: t Sprinefield
SUBMISSION MAY 29th SPEGI AL! Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 at springhe
= Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to College!
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: $55_00 Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,
dflynn@turley.com Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV Love, Mom ¢ Dad

OBINSON

TR E E S ERVICE

DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

there will be an Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21

— Thank youl! 162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
wwwturley.com www.robinsontreeservice.net

———— A TURLEY PUBLICATION
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COLOR RUN from page 1

Elementary School staff were either runners or throwers
during the Color Run. The throwers were stationed through-
out the course of the Color Run and their responsibility was
to throw cups full of colored powder at the runners as they
pass by.

The 5K began at the traffic circle of Warren Community
Elementary School. All the runners began by tossing some
colorful powder in the air before starting the 5K.

As the runners began to run they were ambushed by
the Color Run throwers, including Ramsey, Superintendent
Stephen Duff, WCES Dean of Students Brian Guimond,
Administrative Assistant Amanda McDermott, Grade Three
Teacher Molly Miarecki, Grade Four Teacher Kylee Julian,
Art Teacher Kelly Mundell, Gym Teacher Andrew Sweet and
many others.

The fun run was a mile long and began at the
Shepard Municipal Building. /

All the runners made their way down
Main Street to the common. -

After crossing the finish line, runners
grabbed some snacks and beverages and \
got to explore the Farmer’s Market that /
was happening. It was an exciting com-
munity event that Parks & Recreation
members hope to continue offering in
future years. .

For more information about the Parks
& Recreation, visit them on Facebook,
“Warren Parks Department,” or go to www. '
warren-ma.gov/251/Parks-Recreation- Supt. Stephen Duff |

Commission and select their Activities and ~_and WCES Dean of Students
Events link. Brian Guimond were throwers

during the Color Run.

The inaugural Color Run in Warren took

place this past weekend. Runners of the

Fun Run splashed some colored powder 3
in the air at the Shepard Building.

aa oo

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Warren Community Elementary School staff
L Molly Miarecki (left), Kylee Julian and Amanda
Runners make their way to the finish line but have one final color McDermott prepare for the 5K which started Amanda McDermott, center, next to Freya and
splash to run through. at the elementary school. Harper after being splashed by yellow powder.

Warren Community Elementary School staff were
throwers of the “Color Run Powder” during the Color
Run. Brian Guimond and Andrew Sweet splashed run-
ners with pink powder on Main Street.

- s I| o
The runners of the 5K exiting Warren Community Elementary

Brian Guimond throwing some pink powder at Nikki School with blue and yellow powder in their paths.

Pappas during the Color Run.

W
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Two convenient locations to serve your memorial needs
anywhere in the Quabbin region

Headstones & Grass Markers Laser Etching
Custom Designs & Styles Benches & Urns

Monument Cleaning Veteran's War Memorials
& Maintenance Boulders &
Commercial Granite Signs Irregular Shapes
Cemetery Lettering Mausoleums
Bronze Memorial Plaques & Columbarium

T.S. Mann Memorials Dorsey Memorials
199 Petersham Road, Rt. 32 ¢ Athol, MA ¢ 978-249-2206 707 Main Street, Amherst, MA ¢ 413-253-5212
www.MannMemorials.com www.DorseyMemorials.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 e Sat. 8-2 Mon.-Fri. 10-4 e Sat. 9-Noon
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SPORTS

www.sports.turley.com

> 4 sports@urley.com
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Quaboag falls to neighbor Ware, 4-1

Jack Gaudreau tags out a runner at second base.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ware faced rival Quaboag last Tuesday afternoon.

Brodie Koczur
makes an easy
throw to first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN - Just like
during the last two seasons,
senior righthander Brady
Guimond was Ware’s start-
ing pitcher in the annual
meeting on the baseball dia-
mond against the Quaboag
Cougars, who are coached by
his father, Brian.

Brady Guimond improved
his record to a perfect 3-0
against the Cougars, as the
Indians celebrated a 4-1
non-league road victory, last
Tuesday afternoon.

“It has always been a
lot of fun playing against
my father’s team,” said the
younger Guimond. “Today’s
game is a little more special
for me because it was my
final time playing against
him.”

Brady Guimond and his
teammates have won four
of the past five games in the
rivalry series.

“Brady is an outstanding
pitcher, but it would’ve been
nice if we could’ve beaten
him at least once during the
past couple of years,” Brian
Guimond said. “We had
our opportunities in today’s
game, but we just made a
couple of costly mistakes.”

Quaboag’s last victory on
the diamond against Ware
was a 5-0 shutout at home on
May 15, 2022.

Brady Guimond was an
eighth grader that season and
he was a reserve player for
the varsity team.

The following year,
Guimond started at shortstop
and the Indians posted an 8-3

- 1 A
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victory at Memorial
Field in Ware.

As a sopho-
more, Guimond
was the starting
pitcher against the
Cougars for the first
time at Polar Park in
Worcester. The Indians
squeaked out a 4-2 win at
the homefield of the WooSox.

“My favorite game against
Quaboag was when we beat
them at Polar Park two years
ago,” Brady Guimond said.
“It was a lot of fun to play
a baseball game at a minor
league stadium.”

Guimond allowed two
runs on eight hits in his start
at Polar Park.

Please see WARE, page 10
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Connor Burgess makes an
easy catch.

Aubrey Pope
launches her-
self forward to
deliver a pitch.

Josie Castell
makes a dash
for third base.

Turley photos by
Jeffrey Haynes

e =
Y Jenna

| Roseberry
slides
safely
| into
g home

regular season.

r BARRE - Last Thursday after-
& noon, Quabbin Regional High
School softball beat the rain and
hosted Oakmont Regional. It was
a spirted battle between the two
schools, and Quabbin was not able
to come out on top, falling 12-7.
The Panthers are now 3-5 on the

Kelsey Allen
makes the catch
on a pop fly to
- center field.
ﬁ_cen erfls

Fal
L]

Addy Harmon tracks the
ball as she readies her back-
hand in doubles.

Farrah Woijcik rushes =
forward for a fore- o
hand return in singles. -

KaIiﬁ'é‘Dyer
leaves her
feet to
return a shot
in singles.

Madelyn Stauder fires a
backhand return from the
baseline in doubles.

for Panthers
girls tennis

Turley photos by Jeffrey Haynes
Elizabeth Matheson leans
into her serve in singles.

Addison
Surprenant
scrambles to
hit the return
in doubles.

and

BARRE - Last Friday after-
noon, it was a perfect match
for the Quabbin Regional High
School girls tennis team, who
swept Tyngsborough 5-0 and
improved to a perfect 10-0
“on the regular season. Farrah

Wojcik, Kalina Dyer,
Elizabeth Matheson all had
sweeps of their matches. Dyer
and Matheson both won straight
sets of 6-0, 6-0. Both doubles
teams were also successful,
sweeping their matches.
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—~“w.Addison Doktor
- sends a grounder
to the infield.

Pioneers suffer shutout loss

CHICOPEE - Last Friday
afternoon, Pathfinder softball
was shut out on the road by
host Chicopee High School
at Szot Park 12-0. The game
ended in the fifth inning
due to the mercy rule. Sam
Prouty and Addison Doktor
had hits for the Pioneers

while Adeline Olbrych had
three hits for the Pacers.
Raelyn Loud pitched a
five-inning shutout for the
Pacers. Pathfinder fell to
1-10 for the season while
Chicopee High is a perfect
13-0 on the season.

Julieta Tweedell takes a lead off first

base.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Taylor Thorton sends a pitch away.

WARE from page 9

“Even though we lost the
game, we played very well
against Ware at Polar Park,”
Brian Guimond said. “That
was a fun baseball game.”

Brady Guimond also
allowed only two base hits
in last year’s game against
Quaboag at Memorial Field,
as the Indians coasted to a
10-0 victory in five innings.

In his final appearance
on the mound against the
Cougars, Guimond allowed
one run on five base hits He
recorded nine strikeouts and
issued only two walks in the
complete game performance.

“It was another outstand-
ing pitching performance by
Brady,” said Ware interim
varsity coach Shawn Clark.
“He just kept dotting the
corners the entire game. His
curveball was also amazing.
The defense made the plays
behind him. We really want-
ed to win today’s game.”

Brian Guimond and Clark
were teammates on the 1991
Ware baseball team, which
defeated Frontier Regional in
the Western Mass. Division 3
championship game.

“Shawn was the j.v. base-
ball coach at Ware High
School for several years and
I’'m very glad that he had the
opportunity to coach the var-
sity team this year,” coach
Guimond said. “He knows
the game of baseball very
well.”

At the end of last week,
the Indians (8-5) were the
12th ranked team in the
Division 5 state tournament
power rankings.

The Cougars (3-5), who
are first year members of
the Central Mass. Athletic

v ']
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Braiden Bradley swings and
puts the ball in play.

Conference E Division were
ranked 61st in the Division 4
power rankings. They’ll most
likely need to finish the regu-
lar season with a .500 or bet-
ter record to qualify for the
postseason tournament.

“I’'m very glad that we
moved into a new division,”
Brian Guimond said. “We’re
a small school and we had
trouble competing against the
larger schools like Millbury,

Connor Burke makes the
catch in right.

Uxbridge, Oxford, and
Tantasqua. Ware is one of the
best teams on our schedule
and we lost to them 4-1.”

It didn’t take the Indians
very long to take a 1-0 lead
against junior righthander
Liam McGrath, who’s the
Cougars ace

With one-out in the top
of the first inning, senior
centerfielder Troy Dufresne
served a single into left
field. He stole second and
advanced to third base on a
throwing error by the catch-
er. Dufresne, who had two of
the Indians seven base hits,
scored when senior catcher
Kyle Kaczuwka hit an oppo-
site field single to right.

McGrath tripled to the
triangle in right center with
two outs in the bottom half of
the frame. Guimond left the
tying run standing on third
base following a strikeout.

Senior leftfielder Jack
Gaudreau led off the top of
the second with a flyball
double to right before scor-
ing on a groundball out by
freshman third baseman Joe
Cygan.

The Indians loaded the
bases with two outs in the
third inning, but McGrath got
out of the jam with a ground-
out.

McGrath allowed four
runs on nine base hits. He
didn’t receive very much
support from the defense,

who committed six errors
behind him.

The Indians scored an
unearned run in the fifth
inning, and they left the
bases loaded in the sixth.

The Cougars ended their
scoreless drought against
Brady Guimond when
sophomore third baseman
Connor Burgess grounded a
single into left field scoring
senior centerfielder Connor
Burke(walk) with two outs in
the sixth inning.

Just like in the second
inning, Gaudreau led off the
final frame with a double to
right field before scoring on a
wild pitch.”

Junior catcher Braiden
Bradley singled into left field
leading off the bottom of the
seventh. The next batter hit
a line-drive caught by senior
second baseman Brodie
Koczur, who then tossed the
ball to senior first baseman
Alex Orszulak completing
the double play.

Guimond then recorded
his ninth strikeout for the
final out of the ballgame.

T-Birds
defeated

In series
opener
with Bruins

PROVIDENCE,
R.I. - The Springfield
Thunderbirds and
Providence Bruins fought
tooth and nail in another
stingy contest, with the
Bruins prevailing 2-1 in
Game 2 of the Atlantic
Division Semifinals on
Sunday night inside Amica
Mutual Pavilion. With
that, the series shifts back
to Springfield tied at one
game apiece in the best-of-
five set.

All of the scoring in the
game came in a window
of less than six minutes’
time in the opening period.
For a fifth straight game in
these playoffs, Springfield
succumbed to a 1-0 defi-
cit within the opening half
of period one. Frederic
Brunet geared a slapper
toward Georgi Romanov,
who made the initial save.
However, the rebound
bounced over to a waiting
Matej Blumel on the right
wing, and the 2024-25
AHL goal scoring leader
rifled it into an empty cage
to make it a 1-0 game at
8:34 of the opening period.

The T-Birds were
granted a power play and
an opportunity to tie the
score quickly, and at 11:30,
Dillon Dube did just that,
parking himself along
the left post and guid-
ing a Hugh McGing pass
behind Michael DiPietro to
even the slate, 1-1. Alek
Kaskimaki picked up his
second assist in as many
games to round out the
scoring play.

The Bruins showed
they, too, could answer in a
hurry, as Brunet gathered a
rolling puck along the right
wing and geared a back-
hand pass across the slot
to Georgii Merkulov, who
beat Romanov with a quick
release to put Providence
ahead, 2-1, at 14:02.

Providence outshot
the T-Birds 25-14 over
the first 40 minutes of the
game, but both DiPietro
and Romanov were taxed
with special teams work in
a second period that fea-
tured 10 minor penalties
and eight combined power
plays of varying lengths.

The T-Birds finally
were able to give DiPietro
a steady diet of scoring
chances in the third, but
the Springfield power play
left two more opportunities
on the table, going 0-for-
6 in the final two frames
after connecting on their
first man advantage of the
evening.

Springfield’s netmind-
ing and penalty killing did
everything in its power to
buy the offense time for an
equalizer. Romanov, for a
fourth straight contest, kept
his opposition to two goals
or less. The T-Birds’ back-
stop has now stopped 116
of 123 shots for a .943 save
percentage in the Calder
Cup Playoffs.

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

THE CENTERED PLACE

SINCE 1988

Yoga & Meditation Classes

Offering both onsite and online classes

Voted Best Yoga in theregion by  # =
Town & Country Living Magazine

Sk :

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,
open and energized.
Come experience this for yourself.

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM




Annual plant, bake, craft and
tag sale next weekend

HARDWICK - The Tri
Parish Community Church
welcomes the public to its
20th annual plant, bake, craft
and tag sale Saturday, May 16
and Sunday, May 17 from 10
a.m.- 3 p.m. on the beautiful
Hardwick common.

The sale will feature tradi-
tional, favorite, and connois-
seur perennials, plus selected
annuals, heirloom vegetable
plants and herbs. There is a
wonderful variety in plants
offered through Inishowen
Farms of North Brookfield,
Stillman’s Farm and Howe’s
Farm & Garden both of New
Braintree, and “homegrown
lovelies” from private gardens.

A delicious assortment
of home-baked desserts and
breads will also be sold.

The church will be holding
a drawing featuring the “best”
of the plant sale. No purchase
is necessary to win.

Several outdoor activities
and games will be available
for children.

A number of craft ven-
dors have rented space on the
common for the event. The
Friends of the Stone Church
will also be on hand, high-
lighting their preservation of
the Stone Church Cultural
Center in Gilbertville, as well
as the upcoming programs
that are offered at the center.

The Tri Parish Community
Church’s Pastor, Duncan

Washburn, will lead a brief
prayer service Sunday morn-
ing on the common in lieu of
the 10 a.m. Sunday worship
service.

The proceeds from the
plant and bake sale support
the operational expenses
of the church. Come spend
the day enjoying all that
Hardwick has to offer while
supporting the fund-raising
efforts of the church.

Browse the plants and ven-
dor booths, connect with old
friends, visit the Hardwick
Historical Society, open
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. both
days, and the 1906 Paige
Memorial library which will
be open from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday. Both buildings are
located near the common, a
short walk from the plant sale
venue.

Bring your bicycle and
tour some of the great rid-
ing routes in the east-Quab-
bin area and scenic vistas
preserved through the East
Quabbin Land Trust such as
the Mandell Hill property
located just one mile east of
the Hardwick common (the
church will hold your plants
for you), and top it all off
with a bite to eat at Mimi’s
Coffee House overlooking the
common.

All are welcome. This is a
rain or shine event.

WB&CA Celebrity bartender
fundraiser to be held May 12

WARE - On Tuesday,
May 12, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
the Ware Business & Civic
Association and Beyond, with
be hosting a benefit evening,
a celebrity bartender and
server evening, at Hanna’s on
Main, 91 Main St.

All tips and gratuities col-
lected that evening will be
donated towards the Town
of Ware Fireworks display,
being held on Saturday, Aug.
1, at the Ware Public Schools
campus. Local business own-
ers and local individuals, will
work as celebrity bartenders
and servers.

A bar menu is available
and musical entertainment
will be provided.

The evening has an 80s
theme so attendees are
encouraged to dress as an

80s character. Prizes will be
awarded.

Attendees are not required
to have a costume to attend.
The public is welcomed to
attend.

“The Town of Ware fire-
works committee works hard
to put on the best show pos-
sible each year. But costs go
up. With participation and
support from events like this
night, the committee can
deal with the increased show
costs and provide the quality
show our town deserves,” said
Dustin Pennington, commit-
tee member.

Any questions about the
event or supporting the fire-
works display, please contact
Dan Flynn at 413-297-5886
or Dustin Pennington at 413-
813-7328.

Kids' Corner Workshop on May 9
teaches about farm tools

WARE - The Ware
Grange, 297 Belchertown
Road, will host its first Kids’
Corner Workshop of the sea-
son on Saturday, May 9 at 10
a.m.

This workshop will focus
on the many working tools on
the farm. Children will learn
about tractors, trucks and

other tools that farmers use to
grow the food that we all eat.

Kids’ Corner Workshops
are led by preschool teacher
Jen McNally, and teach pre-
school through elementary
school-aged children about
nature and the environment
through stories, songs and
fund activities.

e Bohcat Work

e Lot Clearing

e Emergency Services
¢ Firewood $285/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation ¢ 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119 < C: 978-888-1693

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

May 7, 2026, Ware River News, Page 11

BOH discusses two proposed regulations

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The Board
of Health held public hear-
ings on two proposed regu-
lations during their April 29
meeting.

The first public hearing
was about well regulations.
The board will vote to adopt
this regulation, which would
regulate the construction,
location, use, maintenance
and decommissioning of pri-
vate wells within the town
for the protection of public
health and safety.

Board of Health Chair
Dan Thibodeau said this
regulation is pretty straight-
forward and is focused on
decommissioning wells and
testing water quality.

The purpose of the reg-
ulation is to provide for
the protection of the public
health, safety, welfare and
the environment by requir-
ing proper siting, construct-
ing and testing of private
wells.

Thibodeau asked
Regional Health Inspector
Tessa Obuchowski if this
regulation packet has an
area where it addresses an
addition to an existing struc-
ture. For example, an addi-
tion would be another bed-

room, kitchen or bathroom.

“This is going to increase
the load on the well,”
Thibodeau said.

Obuchowski didn’t see
any description of additions
in the regulation.

Board of Health member
Travis Baker said if there
were additions to an existing
structure, the owner would
still have to pull permits
for any addition. The board
agreed a description of addi-
tions to an existing structure
should be a part of this reg-
ulation.

The board closed the
public hearing on well reg-
ulations and will continue
discussions after edits have
been made.

A second public hearing
was held for the regulation
of body art establishments.

The board will vote to
regulate the permitting and
operation of body art estab-
lishments, including tattoo-
ing, piercing and related
practices, and to establish
health and safety standards
for such operations.

Obuchowski said she
has inspected a few body
art establishments in the
past and there are various
requirements. A practitioner
is an identified individual
who has been granted a per-
mit by the board to perform

body art in an establishment.

Body art includes tat-
toos, piercings, braiding and
branding.

The board reviewed the
requirements of a practi-
tioner and what appropriate
tools are needed in running
a body art establishment.
Hand sinks are mentioned in
the regulations with surfac-
es in the establishments that
have to be cleanable.

All non-disposable
instruments used for body
art which have come in con-
tact with human skin shall
be cleaned thoroughly by
scrubbing with an appropri-
ate soap or disinfectant solu-
tion and hot water.

The Regional Health
Inspector said sharps dis-
posals is also necessary for
body art establishments.
Certain trash has to be iden-
tified for special transfer
material.

There are also sections
in this regulation for vari-
ous reports, including com-
plaints, injury and exposure
incidents.

The board also talk-
ed about establishments
maintaining their records.
According to regulation, the
establishment shall maintain
records in a secure place for
a minimum of five years
from the date of the act

described in the record, and
such records shall be made
available to the board upon
request.

Establishment informa-
tion includes name of busi-
ness, hours of operation,
owner’s name and address,
description of all body art
procedures performed,
inventory, material safety
data sheet, copies of waste
hauler manifests, copies of
commercial biological mon-
itoring tests, exposure inci-
dent reports and copies of
regulations.

The board closed the
public hearing and will go
over the body art regulations
at their next meeting.

Earth Day Clean Up

review

Board of Health Vice-
Chair James McKeon
shared a review about the
Earth Day Clean Up that
took place this month in
Warren. Various volunteers
showed up including church
groups, town officials and
staff putting in some time to
clean up the roadside trash
on many Warren and West
Warren streets.

There were roughly 60
yellow trash bags filled and
picked up. McKeon thanked
the transfer station staff for
their support.

Robbins presents history

of capitalism

WARREN - “A History
of Local Capitalism in
Warren” will be held on
Thursday, May 14 at 6:30
p.m. at the Warren Public
Library, 934 Main St.

Many New England
towns, over a century ago,
boasted specialized per-
sonnel and manufacturing
knowledge that created a
local workforce that fueled
a dynamic economy. This
was particularly true for the
town of Warren in the late
1800s, where a robust tex-
tile industry spurred growth
and innovation.

This “golden era” of

in Warren

manufacturing would set
the town’s structure and
appearance for many years
to come.

Please join the Warren
Public Library for a pre-
sentation of the town’s
economic history with
Jeff Robbins, former
History teacher at Quaboag
Regional Middle High
School and Board Member
of the Quaboag Historical
Society. This program is
free and open to everyone,
and it continues the cele-
bration of the library’s
150th anniversary.

Asparagus chowder returns to
First Congregational Church

WEST BROOKFIELD
— On Saturday, May 16
during the town of West
Brookfield’s Asparagus,
Heritage and Flower
Festival on the town com-
mon, (10 a.m.-3 p.m.),
the First Congregational
Church, UCC, 36 North
Main St., will offer their
famous asparagus chowder
from their Chowder Tent

Quabbin

located on the church lawn.

Hot chowder by the
cup, cold chowder by the
quart to take home, yummy
brownies and cold drinks
will be available from 10
a.m. until it runs out. Inside
and outside dining is avail-
able.

Call the church for more
information at 508-867-
7078.

41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

EQUAL HOUSING
OFPORTUNITY

&

Turley Publications seeks

EXPERIENCED WRITERS/JOURNALISTS

to produce news and/or feature stories

of local interest for various towns and cities.

» Must be dependable, professional

and able to meet strict deadlines

- Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to:

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to:
pouimette@turley.com

‘Fun with Fairy Tales!"
will be held May 9

WARREN - Join the
Warren Public Library at
the Warren Senior Center
as the library continues cel-
ebrating its 150th anniver-
sary with “Fun with Fairy
Tales!” on Saturday, May 9
at 3:30 p.m. at the Warren
Senior Center, 2252 Main
St., West Warren.

Award-winning story-
teller Diane Edgecomb will
entertain patrons of all ages
with a delightful re-telling
of unusual fairy tales. From
enchanted bears, to deter-
mined princesses, to a wild
ride with a fairy-band, Once
Upon a Time has never
been this fun.

There’s even a chance
for the audience to join in

on one of our most beloved
tales. This program is free
and open to everyone.

Edgecomb, a Parent’s
Choice award winner, trans-
forms into the characters in
her tales, bringing stories
to vibrant life. Her warmth
and invitation to participate
brings audiences right into
the tale.

She has been featured
on NPR and is the winner
of the ORACLE award for
Storytelling Excellence in
the Northeast as well as five
Storytelling World awards.

This program is spon-
sored by the Warren Public
Library with a grant from
the Quaboag Historical
Society.

St. Aloysius celebrates 10th year
with chicken BBQ fundraiser

HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Catholic School
in Gilbertville is celebrat-
ing 10 years. Please join
them on Saturday, June 6
at St. Mary’s Church Hall
in Ware, from 1-4 p.m., for
a chicken barbecue, spon-
sored by the Knights of
Columbus Council #183.
There will be a DJ, all sorts

of fun for the kids, basket
raffles, a 50/50 and more.
Tickets are $25 for a chick-
en dinner or $5 for a hot
dog and chips.

Purchase tickets by call-
ing the school at 413-477-
1268 or by reaching out to
Megan Morrison by phone
or text 978-751-1211.

QVCDC
IS HIRING!

We are hiring for the following positions:

Credit Assistant (25 - 30 hours per week)
Accounting Assistant (30 - 40 hours per week)
Loan Program Coordinator (40 hours per week)
Community Specialist (35 hours per week)

For more information, please visit
https://qvcdc.org/employment

The Quaboag Valley CDC/BAC is an equal opportunity
employer, lender and provider and does not discriminate

on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status,
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including
expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived
from public assistance programs, political beliefs, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA.

————— Quaboag Valley
LA [ Community Development
= C Corporation
[*F ' \_ & Quaboag Valley
Business Assistance Corporation
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Ware Police Log

Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-

During the week of April
22-28, the Ware Police
Department responded to
20 miscellaneous calls, 22
administrative calls, 10 traf-
fic violations, 10 emergency
911 calls, four harassments/
stalks/threats, one trespass,
three thefts/larcenies, nine
disturbances, four damage/
vandalisms, two fire com-
plaints, one brush fire, one
breaking and entering, two
animal calls and 16 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Ware.

Wednesday, April 22

6:20 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Palmer Road,
Dispatch Handled

8:10 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Howard Road,
Advised

5:44 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Palmer Road,

Advised

9:38 p.m. Fire
Complaint, South Street,
Investigated

10:40 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Highland Street,
Services Rendered

Thursday, April 23

10:30 a.m. Theft/
Larceny, Coffey Hill Road,
Assist Given

3:44 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, East Main
Street, Services Rendered

4:18 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Berkshire Drive,
Dispatch Handled

5:49 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Main Street,
Report Made

6:31 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Pulaski Street,
Arrest Made

11:14 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Pulaski Street,
Could Not Locate

Friday, April 24
6:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Palmer Road,
Citation/Warning Issued
7:30 a.m. Damage/

Vandalism, North Street,
Services Rendered

9:21 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Main Street,
Services Rendered

4:17 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Main Street,
Protective Custody

10:46 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Highland
Village, Advised

Saturday, April 25

11:32 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Union Street,
Dispatch Handled

12:01 p.m. Breaking
and Entering/Burglary,
Greenway Avenue, Services
Rendered

2:24 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, West Street,
Investigated

2:46 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, West Street,
Investigated

5:53 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Main Street,
Services Rendered

7:35 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, West Street,
Investigated

Sunday, April 26

2:52 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Wrin Street,
Advised

6:55 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, North Street,
Services Rendered

9:25 pm. Suspicious/
Wanted, Church Street,
Services Rendered

Monday, April 27

8:51 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, West Main Street,
Services Rendered

9:16 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

9:53 a.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Highland
Village, Advised

10:26 a.m. Brush
Fire, Westbrook Avenue,
Extinguished

10:45 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Parker Street,

try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

Services Rendered

12:18 p.m. Outside
Fire, Crescent Street,
Extinguished

5:05 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, West Street,
Services Rendered

5:27 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Otis Avenue,
Services Rendered

7:20 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, West Main Street,
Services Rendered

8:29 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Otis Avenue,
Services Rendered

11:33 p.m. Assault, Otis
Avenue, Report Made

11:57 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Smith Avenue,
Services Rendered

Tuesday, April 28

12 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Doane Road,
Services Rendered

12:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:12 a.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Pulaski Street,
Services Rendered

6:17 a.m. Traffic
Violation/Hazard, Church
Street, Investigated

7:33 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Buckley Court, Assist Given

10:10 a.m. Theft/
Larceny, West Main Street,
Services Rendered

Wildfire Community Preparedness Da

STOW - Wildfire
Community Preparedness
Day is this weekend, and
Massachusetts fire service
leaders are providing resi-
dents with guidance on proj-
ects to protect their homes
and neighborhoods while
reducing the risk posed by
wildland fires.

“Wildfire Community
Preparedness Day promotes
awareness of the wildland
fire risk to people, proper-
ty, and the environment, and
how we can defend against
it,” said State Fire Marshal
Jon M. Davine. “Clearing
flammable debris, creating
an evacuation plan, and com-
mitting to outdoor fire safe-
ty can reduce the risk of a
wildland fire damaging your
home.”

“Wildland fires not only
pose a risk to our open spac-
es but also to Massachusetts
homes, businesses, and res-
idents,” said Department of
Conservation & Recreation
Chief Fire Warden David
Celino. “We see more than
1,000 of these fires in an
average year, and late spring
is usually the peak season.
Some thoughtful yard work
and planning this weekend
can reduce the hazard to lives
and property.”

Over 50% of
Massachusetts homes are
within the Wildland-Urban
Interface zone, where devel-
opment adjoins and mingles
with the natural environ-
ment. Wildland fires in these
areas can easily extend to
homes, and residential fires
can spark wildland fires that
spread to hundreds of acres
and tax regional fire resourc-
es.

Massachusetts expe-
rienced more than 1,100
wildland fires in an average
year, in addition to hun-
dreds of outdoor vegetation
fires that can also spread
to nearby structures. In the
fall of 2024, wildland fires

A Department of Conservation & Recreation wildland fire-
fighter is shown directing a handline at an outdoor fire.

destroyed more than 30
homes, outbuildings, and
other structures and placed
hundreds more at risk.

Wildfire Community
Preparedness Day is a chance
to protect yourself and loved
ones from these hazards by
reducing flammable fuels
from the area around your
house.

Wildland fires most
often spread to homes via
small flames or embers, and
clearing the home and sur-
rounding area — also known
as the Home Ignition Zone
— of dead vegetation, mulch,
firewood, low branches, and
other fuels can reduce that
risk. A manageable one-
day project could include:
cleaning gutters and porch-
es, removing debris from
under porches and stairs,
raking leaves and pine nee-
dles at least five feet from
the foundation and moving
wood piles further from the
structure.

Residents should also
know what to do if evacua-
tion from the neighborhood
becomes necessary.

Pack an emergency kit
with three days’ worth
of supplies for your fam-
ily members. You can
learn more about emer-
gency supply kits from the
Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency.

Plan two ways out of your
house and identify two alter-
nate travel routes out of the
area in case your usual route
is impassable. Be sure to
let family members, guests,
babysitters, and others know
your home escape and evacu-
ation plans.

Finally, almost all outdoor
fires start with human activ-
ity — so everyone can also
play a part in reducing the
occurrence of wildland fires:
never toss cigarette butts or
other smoking materials in
dry vegetation, mulch, or
debris; before setting up a
campfire, be sure it is per-
mitted by checking with the
local fire department, and
once lit attend to them at all
times; always have a hose,
bucket of water, or shovel

Please see FIRES, page 13

Warren Police Log

During the week of April
12-18, the Warren Police
Department responded to 215
building/property checks, four
community policings, nine
emergency 911 calls, two
complaints, three safety haz-
ards, three larcenies/thefts,
one structure fire, one smoke
investigation, three motor
vehicle accidents, four animal
calls and 48 motor vehicle
stops in the town of Warren.

Sunday, April 12

2:01 a.m. Chest Pain/Heart
Problem, Old West Brookfield
Road, Transported to Hospital

7:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Village Point Plaza,
Criminal Complaint

8:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, South Street, Written
Warning

8:29 a.m. Falls, Winthrop
Terrace, Ambulance Signed
Refusal

9:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

11:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Central Street, Written
Warning

12:53 p.m. Breathing
Difficulty, Yankee Drummer
Drive, Mutual Aid Transport

2:01 p.m. Larceny or
Theft, Main Street, Report
Filed

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision, Keys Road, Vehicle
Towed

6:17 p.m. Smoke
Investigation, Curtis Avenue,
Fire Extinguished

7 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, South Street,
Transported to Hospital

Monday, April 13

10:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Old West Brookfield
Road, Criminal Complaint

3:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Disabled, Brimfield Road,
Removed From Scene

4:25 p.m. Suspicious
Person, Southbridge Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

5:22 p.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Bacon Street, Officer
Spoke to Party

5:59 p.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, New Reed Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

7:40 p.m. Safety Concern,
Southbridge Road, Gone on

Arrival

Tuesday, April 14

7:01 a.m. Suspicious
Vehicle, Old Douglas Road,
Officer/Chief Advised

2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

3:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

3:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road,
Written Warning

3:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision, Bemis Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road,
Written Warning

4:23 p.m. Safety Concern,
Old West Brookfield Road,
Checked/Secured

4:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, All Town, Citation
Issued

5:23 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

5:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, South Street, Written
Warning

5:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Criminal
Complaint

8:49 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Richardson Street,
Officer Spoke to Party

Wednesday, April 15

7:21 a.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Crescent Street,
Report Filed

9:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation
Issued

10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

1:06 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Crescent Street,
Report Filed

2:12 p.m. Stroke (CVA),
School Street, Mutual Aid
Transport

8:05 p.m. Welfare Check,
Maple Street, Report Filed

11:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

Thursday, April 16
7:58 a.m. Larceny or Theft,
Milton O. Fountain Way,
Report Filed
9:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle

Stop, High Street, Written
Warning

3:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision, Main Street, Report
Filed

4:20 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Main
Street, Transported to Hospital

5:18 p.m. Larceny or
Theft, Washington Street,
Report Filed

Friday, April 17

4:25 a.m. Sick/Unknown,
Comins Pond Road,
Ambulance Signed Refusal

9:44 a.m. Welfare Check,
Shamrock Drive, Report Filed

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

11:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

12:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

12:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

12:50 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

1:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

1:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

3:11 p.m. Abandoned
Vehicles, Main Street, Report
Filed

Saturday, April 18

5:52 a.m. Structure Fires,
Main Street, Fire Extinguished

6:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

2:09 p.m. Complaint,
Milton O. Fountain Way,
Officer/Chief Advised

2:12 p.m. Suspicious
Person, Southbridge Road,
Officer Spoke to Party

4:04 p.m. Gas Odor,
Crescent Street, Report Filed

4:22 p.m. Safety Concern,
Pine Grove Drive, Report
Filed

5:50 p.m. Complaint,
Crescent Street, Officer Spoke
to Party

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of April
27-May 4, the Hardwick/New
Braintree Police Department
responded to 61 building/
property checks, 37 direct-
ed/area patrols, 15 radar
assignments, five traffic con-
trols, seven emergency 911
calls, seven citizen assists,
five assist other agencies,
one brush fire, one fire/illegal
burn, three investigations, two
scams, one threat and eight
motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, April 27

8:50 a.m. Investigation,
Hardwick Road, Officer
Handled

9:08 a.m. Investigation,
Hardwick Road, Officer
Handled

11:06 a.m. Investigation,
Hardwick Road, Officer
Handled

11:25 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Petersham Road, Officer
Handled

11:57 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Main Street, Officer
Handled

8:42 p.m. 911 Neighbor
Dispute, Main Street,

Negative Contact

Tuesday, April 28

11:16 a.m. Threat,
Prospect Street, Report Taken

12:56 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

1:38 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Broad Street, Officer Handled

1:45 p.m. Assist Citizen,
High Street, Officer Handled

2 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main
Street, Report Taken

6 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, School Street,
Patient Refusal

Wednesday, April 29

12:59 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Main Street, Officer
Handled

9:17 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, School Street,
Death/Unattended

9:29 p.m. Scam, Main
Street, Officer Handled

Thursday, April 30
5:23 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Old Petersham
Road, Officer Handled
7:34 a.m. Scam, Broad
Street, Services Rendered
3:45 p.m. Assist Citizen,

Main Street, Officer Handled

Friday, May 1

12:06 a.m. Medical
Emergency, Old Petersham
Road, Report Taken

2:36 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Upper Church Street,
Officer Handled

2:48 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Main Street, Services
Rendered

3:47 p.m. Alarm, Church
Street, Merge

6:09 p.m. Fire/Brush,
Barre Road, Extinguished

7:55 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town, No
Action Required

Saturday, May 2

2:37 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

11:07 p.m. 911 Gunshots,
Barre Road, Negative Contact

11:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Written
Warning

Sunday, May 3
4:29 p.m. 911 Fire/Illegal
Burn, Barre Road, Services
Rendered

Circle of Song to hold spring concert May 16

BARRE - Circle of
Song will complete its 25th
anniversary season with an
eclectic concert on Saturday,
May 16 at the Town Hall, 2
Exchange St., at 7 p.m.

On the docket this
concert are the follow-
ing songs — “Down By the
Riverside”, a traditional
African-American spiritual,

“No One is Alone from Into
the Woods”, “The Promise
of Living from The Tender
Land”, “Les Miserables”
medley from the musical
of the same name, “Make
Our Garden Grow” from
“Candide”, “Brightly Dawns
Our Wedding Day” from the
“Mikado”, “Solitude” by
Duke Ellington, “Waltzing

Matilda” traditional
Australian, “Total Praise” by
Richard Smallwood, “And
Till There Was You” from
“The Music Man”.

This is a free concert and
refreshments will be served.
For more information contact
Julie Rawson at julie@mbhof.
net; 978-257-1192.



Dorothy A. (Saletnik)

Gagne, 86

GILBERTVILLE
— Dorothy “Dottie” A.
(Saletnik) Gagne, age 86,
passed away peacefully on
April 6, 2026.

She was born on Sept. 19,
1939, in Ware, daughter of
the late Theodore and Stasia
(Chmura) Saletnik. Dorothy
spent most of her life in
Gilbertville, where she built
a life centered around family,
friendship and joy.

She was a vivacious
and loving daughter, sister,
mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother who will
be deeply missed. Dottie
will be remembered for her
vibrant spirit, her love of
fashion and beauty, and her
signature sense of style-she
never went anywhere with-
out her “face on.”

She had a passion for
craft fairs, loved to shop
and found joy in traveling,
whether throughout New
England, to Florida, on cruis-
es, or visiting Erica and Joe
in Colorado. A proud major-
ette at Ware High School in
her teenage years, Dottie
carried the same lively ener-
gy and love for life with her
always. She never missed a
party and cherished every
opportunity to gather with
family and friends.

In her work life, she was
a familiar and friendly face
while working locally, man-
aging greeting card displays
at American Greetings for
a number of years. Dottie
dedicated much of her life
to caring for others, she
later found a new calling
as a CNA at Applewood at
Ambherst. There she found
purpose in supporting and
caring for those around her,
which brought her immense
fulfillment.

Affectionately known as
“Grammy Meow” by some
of her grandchildren, a nick-
name inspired by her love of
cats and animals, Dorothy
shared that same warmth
and affection with everyone
around her.

Above all, Dorothy will
be remembered for her love
of family, her warmth and
joy she brought to those
around her. She will be deep-
ly missed and forever loved.

Her spir-
it will
live on
in the
laughter,
love and
spar -
kle she
brought
to those
around her. Dorothy was
predeceased by her beloved
husband, Joseph Gagne in
2018, they were married on
Nov. 26, 1959. She is sur-
vived by her loving children:
Gary Gagne and his part-
ner, Brenda Boltz; Danielle
LaTulippe and her part-
ner, James Bumpus, and
Erica Glaze and her hus-
band Joe Glaze. She was a
proud and devoted grand-
mother to six grandchil-
dren: Kayla and her hus-
band Scott Bedard, Ethan
Gagne, Vyper LaTulippe,
Wylde LaTulippe, Glamour
LaTulippe-Bumpus and
Starlette LaTulippe-Bumpus,
as well as a cherished
great-grandmother to Oakley,
daughter of Wylde. She
also leaves behind her two
younger sisters; Jean Fijal
and Kathy O’Kane, along
with their families, all of
whom she loved dearly.

A Visitation will take
place on Saturday, May
23, 2026, from 1-2 p.m. in
Cebula Funeral Home, 66
South St., Ware. A Catholic
Prayer Service will be held
at 2 p.m. in the funeral
home. Fr. Don Ouellette will
preside.

A Celebration of
Dorothy’s life will follow at
3 p.m., to be announced at
the conclusion of the service.
Inurnment will take place at
the convenience of her fami-
ly in St. Aloysius Cemetery,
Gilbertville.

Cebula Funeral Home
of Ware is in charge of the
arrangements. For more
information and an online
guestbook, please visit:
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.

In lieu of floral offer-
ings, please make Memorial
Donations to the Second
Chance Animal Services,
372 North Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535.

Grace V. Reidy, 94

WARE - Grace V. Reidy,
94, passed away peacefully
on Friday, April 24 in Ware.

She was born on Dec.
6, 1931 in South Barre,
to Margaret (Tomasello)
Valardi and John Joseph
Valardi.

Grace was predeceased
in 2014 by the love of her
life, John James Reidy,
whom she married on July
18, 1953. They raised their
family in the wonderful vil-
lage of Wheelwright, a com-
munity they loved and par-
ticipated in fully with sever-
al generations of family and
so many special friends.

Grace was predeceased
by older siblings Mary
Murphy of West Roxbury
and Joseph Valardi of
Wheelwright. She is sur-
vived by her five children:
Mary Catherine Salo (Steve)
of Boynton Beach, Florida;
Rosemary Osann (Rick) of
Bar Harbor, Maine; Francis
Reidy (Deborah) of Land
O Lakes, Florida; John
Reidy (Mary) of Southwest
Harbor, Maine and Margaret
Reidy (Cynthia) of Palmer;
six grandchildren, four
step-grandchildren, four
great-grandchildren and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Upon graduating from
Hardwick High School in
1949 where she was a stand-
out academic, star athlete
and accomplished musician,
Grace was accepted to the
New England Conservatory
of Music in Boston. She
graduated as the salutatori-
an of her class in the spring
of 1953 with a Bachelor of
Music Degree.

For 10 years while rais-
ing her five children, Grace
taught elementary through
high school music in the
towns of Ware, Hardwick,
Hubbardston, North
Brookfield and Sterling.

In 1968 Grace became
the Choral Director at
Quabbin Regional High
School in Barre. While there
she created the select vocal
group the Quabbin Singers.
This superior ensemble
became the foundation of
Grace’s professional pattern
of excellence, benefitting all
students who experienced
her as a teacher and conduc-

Elaine Kokoski

WARE - Elaine Kokoski
passed away on Wednesday,
April 29, 2026, at -
the Elaine Center
in Hadley.

Born in
Hardwick, Elaine
was the daugh-
ter of the late
Williams Homans
and Irene (Clark)
Homans.

found joy in flowers, coun-

try music, gardening, baking

cakes, and animals.
She especially
cherished time spent
on the family farm
and enjoyed trips to
the drive-in movies.
She was pre-
deceased by her
beloved husband
of 55 years, Frank

Elaine worked
at the former
Dorman Mills in Ware and
later devoted herself to caring
for others as a home health
aide, providing compassion-
ate care to those in need.

In 1970, Elaine moved to
Ware after marrying Frank,
where they built a life and
raised their family. She

FIRES from page 12

and dirt or sand nearby to put
out the fire, and be sure the
fire is out cold before leaving;
and keep grills at least 10 feet
from the house and away from
low branches and shrubs

If using an ATV, dirt bike,
or other off-road vehicle, be
sure the spark arrestor is prop-
erly installed, as required by
Massachusetts law. Don’t park
an ATV, dirt bike, or other
off-road vehicle on or near
dry vegetation, and turn the
engine off when stopped for
an extended period of time

You can learn more
about Wildfire Community
Preparedness Day from the
National Fire Protection
Association, and more about
wildland fire prevention from
NFPA’s Firewise USA pro-
gram at nfpa.org.

Kokoski, Jr., who
died in October
2025. Elaine is survived by
her sons, Frank Kokoski
IIT and his wife Jennifer of
Palmer, William Kokoski and
his wife Angela of Monson,
and Tim Kokoski of Palmer;
and her daughter, Lisa
Kokoski of Palmer. She also
leaves her siblings, Linda,

Maryann, Rosemarie, BJ,
Steven and John.

Elaine will be dearly
missed by her grandchildren:
Jeffrey, Katlyn, Bridgette,
Jacob, Samual, Thomas,
Spencer and Benjamin, as
well as many loving nieces
and nephews.

Calling hours will be
held on Wednesday, May
13, 2026, from 2-4 p.m. at
Charbonneau Funeral Home,
30 Pleasant St., Ware. A
funeral service will take
place the following morning,
Thursday, May 14, 2026,
at 10:30 a.m. at the funer-
al home. Burial will follow
at Quabbin Park Cemetery.
Please visit her online tribute
page at charbonneaufh.com
for expressions of sympathy.

Gone but never forgotten!

Jesse L. Aldridge, CMSgt, USAF
12/27/1940-5/2/2020

Loving wife Pat, daughters Kimberly, Lynn, Tammy
and son Jesse Jr. and their families
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tor.

She, along

with Quabbin

band director John
Hansen founded
the Quabbin Valley
Music Educators
Association, a pro-
fessional teacher’s
group, which is still active
in hosting a yearly music
festival for students, now in
its 54th year.

In 1972 Grace became
the director of choral music
at Wachusett Regional High
School in Holden, introduc-
ing a choral program that
did not previously exist and
developing it into a nation-
ally recognized standard
over her 22-year tenure.

A very special last-
ing legacy for Grace at
Wachusett was her creation
of the annual Madrigal
Dinner. Begun in 1982, the
current music faculty (led
now by a former student of
Grace) celebrated its 44th
production this past January.

Another hallmark of
Grace’s career was her vol-
unteerism. Grace served as
Central District Chairperson
and later as President of
the Massachusetts Music
Educators Association. She
was also the first woman
to become President of
the New England Music
Festival Association, an
organization she herself
participated in as a student,
with a certificate signed by
John Philip Sousa.

She was a dedi-
cated member of the
American Choral Directors
Association, Sigma Alpha
Iota music fraternity, and
served as an officer to the
Quabbin Valley festival
for the entirety of her high
school teaching career.

Upon retirement in 1993
Grace was named a recip-
ient of the Massachusetts
Music Educators
Association Lowell Mason
Award, and in 1999 she was
presented with the state’s
highest individual award,
the MMEA Distinguished
Service Award.

Impressively, even before
she retired, in 1988 Grace
founded the United States
Youth Ensembles European

Concert Tour,
with great support
and assistance
from her husband
Jack. The cho-
rale, wind and
string ensembles
were made up
of talented high
school students from across
the USA, gathered via audi-
tion each summer to travel
throughout Europe, present-
ing concerts and touring
cultural landmarks.

Grace and Jack retired
from running the tour in
1998 and fully enjoyed
becoming “snow birds” liv-
ing half the year in Tampa,
Florida and the other half in
Wheelwright and later spent
summers at Summer Hill in
Wells, Maine.

Grace and Jack loved
traveling in their retirement
years, enjoying many cruis-
es and literally traveling
around the world.

After Jack’s passing,
Grace moved to Saco,
Maine where she lived at
Atlantic Heights. In 2020
she returned to Ware, mov-
ing into Cedarbrook Village,
a senior living communi-
ty built on the site of the
former elementary school
where Grace began her
career.

The Reidy family would
like to thank the compas-
sionate and caring staff at
Cedarbrook Village as well
as Brookhaven Hospice.

There will be a memo-
rial Mass at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, June 13, 2026 at
St. Augustine’s Church in
Wheelwright.

Because Grace was
such an active member of
St. Augustine Church in
Wheelwright and served
as organist and choir
director at St. Aloysius in
Gilbertville for many years,
in lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be sent to the St.
Augustine Mission, Care of
St. Aloysius Church, P.O.
Box 542, Gilbertville, MA
01031.

Arrangements by Cebula
Funeral Home, Inc., 66
South St., Ware, MA,
01082. For more informa-
tion, please go to cebulafu-
neralhome.com.

Death notices

Gagne, Dorothy
“Dottie” A. (Saletnik)
Died April 6, 2026
Services May 23, 2026

Kokoski, Elaine
Died April 29, 2026
Services May 14, 026

Reidy, Grace V.
Died April 24, 2026
Services June 13, 2026

Ware River News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Support the local
businesses that support
your local newspaper.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Ware River News

method to solve
equations

41. Many wombs
44, |s afraid of

CLUES ACROSS 33. 12th letter of the 4. Bravo! Bravo! 26. Habitual
1. Large dung Greek alphabet Bravo! twitching

beetle 34. More impudent 5. Consumed 29. A place where
7. Gambling game  36. Indicates center 6. A place to sleep checks are

__-lo 37. Young woman 7. Small seeds exchanged (abbr.)
10. Further along (French) 8. Legendary law 30. Decameter
12. Type of tobacco  38. A cause of man Wyatt 31. Hinged surface
13. Looked for distress 9. Female sheep in a wing
14. Silk fabric 39. Santa’s helper 10. Indigenous 32. Shouting
15. Computer 40. Hillside peoples of eastern 35. Sports official

Siberia

16. As fast as can be 45. Popular baked dock device
done (abbr.) goods ingredient  12. Reciprocal of 40. It’s part of a
17. Tear 48. Popular sine rosary
18. Brews computers 14. Discomfort 41. Two-toed sloth
19. “Famous” cookie 49. Conceiving of 17. British Air Aces  42. Body art
baker 50. Google 18. Exit sleep 43. Let out
21. Women’s Army certification 20. Solar energetic ~ 44. Foreign medical
Corps (abbr.) particle graduate
22. Front parts of an  51. Sturdy 23. Plagues 45. Nonprofit
animal characterized by journalism
27. It’s causing quite CLUES DOWN starvation organization
a stir 1. Peruse quickly 24. Short musical (abbr.)
28. Beloved March 2. Automobiles composition 46. Couples say it
holiday 3. Razorbill genus 25. Trauma center 47. Bird’s beak

11. A place ships

36. Volcanic craters
38. Supportive
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ESTATE SALE

HUGE ESTATE SALE
DON’T MISS IT!

2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm
Everything is priced to sell — and it all
must go! Browse a wide variety of items
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney
collectibles, New England sports memora-

bilia. Come early for the best selection!

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER,
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 Ibs. Used
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500,
413-244-4520.

SIT-IN KAYAK, Santee Hurricane
126, $300.00. Call 413-583-5278.

WHEEL HORSE COLLECTORS: 4 old
models, 312-8 (2), C-81 Elctro 12. Call El-
eanor 413-283-3540.

TAG SALE

FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND SATURDAY,
MAY 9, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine.
63 Walker Rd., Wales.
Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

HUGE ESTATE SALE
DON'T MISS IT!

2 Christopher Lane, Wilbraham
Saturday, May 9 only, 9am-3pm
Everything is priced to sell — and it all
must go! Browse a wide variety of items
including: extensive holiday decor, Beanie
Babies, household items, furniture, Disney
collectibles, New England sports memora-

bilia. Come early for the best selection!

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment, au-
dio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanoults, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xxxxx*%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming,
pruning, design, deliveries,
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional.
Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to il
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

alker

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall +
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP
& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD
LENGTH 33; 2 SLIDE-OUTS,
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD - (413)374-1880

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover a Cash a Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

BRIFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LABORERS AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Positions available with local work. Proper
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate

with experience. Transportation required.
Email:

bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com

with your resume and for more information.

SEEKING YOUNGSTER(S) for assist-
ing older couple with organizing/moving
items for tag sale/clean-out. Computer
skills a plus. Call Bob at Hilltown Animal
Control, 413-374-8451.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes itillegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

TurIeyB

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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TOWN OF HARDWICK
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 40A, Sec-
tion 5, the Hardwick Planning
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Tuesday, May 19, 2026
at 6:30 PM at the Hardwick
Town House, Hardwick, Mas-
sachusetts, to consider the fol-
lowing proposed additions to and
amendments of the Hardwick
Zoning Bylaw:

Article 1 — Accessory Dwell-
ing Units (ADUs)

Adoption of a new bylaw es-
tablishing by-right ADU permit-
ting as mandated by state law,
and incorporating local options
for more than one ADU; ADUs
of greater size than the state min-
imum; and phased development
of ADUs. This article also elim-
inates the existing bylaw section
on Accessory Apartments, which
is superseded by the new ADU
provisions. Approval requires a
simple majority vote.

Article 2 — Associate Plan-
ning Board Member

Adoption of a new bylaw au-
thorizing the appointment of an
Associate Member of the Plan-
ning Board pursuant to Massa-
chusetts General Laws Chapter
40A, Section 6A, to serve in the
absence or disqualification of a
regular member.

Article 3 — Gender-Neutral
Terminology

Adoption of a new bylaw
amending the Hardwick Zoning
Bylaw throughout to replace gen-
dered language with gender-neu-
tral terminology, consistent with
amendments previously adopted
in the Hardwick General Bylaws.

Article 4 — Earth Removal
and Importation

Amendment of the existing
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw gov-
erning Earth Removal to: extend
the scope of the bylaw to include
earth importation as a regulated
activity; increase the maximum
duration of a Special Permit
issued under this section; and
specify allowable waivers from
the bylaw’s requirements.

Article 5 — Farm Animals

Amendment of Zoning Bylaw
Section 3.2.1 (Use Regulations
— Agricultural Uses) to: specify
and expand allowable farm an-
imals kept for personal use on
parcels greater than 1.5 acres; al-
low for the keeping of waterfowl
and poultry on parcels between
.5 and 1.5 acres; and revise re-
lated definitions and Use Regula-
tion tables accordingly.

Copies of the full text of all
proposed bylaws and amend-
ments are available for public
inspection during regular busi-
ness hours at the Hardwick
Town Clerk’s Office, 307 Main
Street, Gilbertville, MA, and on
the Town of Hardwick website at
hardwick-ma.gov.

All persons interested in or
wishing to be heard on any of the
above proposed bylaw chang-
es are invited to attend. Written
comments may be submitted to
the Planning Board prior to the
hearing at planningboard@
hardwick-ma.gov

This notice is published pur-
suant to MGL Chapter 40A,
Section 5. The hearing may be
continued to a date and time an-
nounced at the hearing without
further published notice.

Hardwick Planning Board
William Cole, Chair
04/30, 05/07/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS26P0266EA
Estate of:
Mary Frances Combs
Also known as:
M. Frances Combs,
Mary F. Combs
Date of Death: 02/26/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Walter Combs of
Ware, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Walter Combs of Ware, MA be
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve

Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 06/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S.
Velez Harris, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 28, 2026
Mark S Ames,
Register of Probate
05/07/2026

Town of Warren
Public Hearing
Sewer Rate Hearing
Fiscal Year 2027
The Warren Board of Sewer

Commissioners will be holding a
public hearing on Tuesday, May
19, 2026, at 8:30 a.m, for the
purpose of setting the FY2027
sewer rates for both residential
and commercial users. The hear-
ing will be held at the Town of
Warren Senior Center, locat-
ed at 2252 Main Street in West
Warren, MA 01092. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend the rate
hearing in person or to submit
written comments prior to the
hearing to the Board of Sewer
Commissioners P.O. Box 1537
Warren, MA 01083.
04/30, 05/07/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS26P0234EA
Estate of:
Elena Iverson
Date of Death:
January 28, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Jessica Mona-
han of New Braintree, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Jessica Monahan of New
Braintree, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration

from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

05/07/2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDDERS
Transportation and Transfer
of Liquid Wastewater
Treatment Plant Sludge
Town of Warren,
Massachusetts

The Town of Warren is solic-
iting sealed bids for the Trans-
portation and Transfer of Liquid
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Sludge between the periods of
November 1, 2026, to June 30,
2029. Bids will be received at the
Office of the Town Administrator
(second floor), 48 High Street,
P.O. Box 609 Warren, MA 01083,
until June 30, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.
The bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud at that time. Pro-
posals must be made upon forms
included herein. Proposals must
be delivered in a sealed envelope
plainly marked for the appropri-
ate bids. Late bids will be reject-
ed and returned unopened.

The Proposal Form, Specifica-
tions, and Contract Documents
may be obtained electronically
by emailing Jim Ferrera at town-
administrator @ warren-ma.gov
or can be found on the Town’s
website at www.warren-ma.gov.

Questions regarding this solic-
itation must be directed in writ-
ing to the Town Administrator,
Jim Ferrera at townadministrator
@warren-ma.gov.

A performance bond with
a Surety Company or Sureties
satisfactory to the Town will be
required of the successful bidder
for the complete and faithful per-
formance of the Contract.

Bids must be accompanied by
a bid deposit in the form of a Bid
Bond, Certified Check, or a Trea-
surer’s or Cashier’s Check issued
by a responsible Bank or Trust
Company, payable to the Town
of Warren in the amount of five
(5) percent of the minimum total
bid (plus FY28 & FY29). Said
bid deposit shall become the
property of the Town of Warren
should the bidder fail to execute
the contract and provide a sat-
isfactory bond within fourteen
(14) days after they have been
officially notified.

Bids are subject to the provi-
sions of M.G.L. Chapter 30.

Award is contingent upon the
appropriation of funds. Bidders
may be requested to waive the
right to the 90-day withdrawal
period.

The Town reserves the right
to reject any or all Proposals, to
waive irregularities and/or infor-
malities in any Proposal, and to
make an award in any manner,
consistent with law, deemed in
the best interest of the Town.

Town of Warren
James J. Ferrera,
Town Administrator
05/07, 05/14/2026

Ware
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, May 13,
2026, at 6:30 PM pursuant to
the Wetlands Protection Act,
M.G.L. 131 c40. The hearing
will include consideration of a
Request for Determination of
Applicability (RDA) by Massa-
chusetts Electric Company, for a
new mid-span pole installation in

the previously disturbed shoulder
adjacent to the public roadway of
Belchertown Road. Said hearing
will be held in the Selectmen’s
Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082.
To view application and related
plans, contact the Conservation
office at 413.967.9648.

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 4,
Section 13, a copy of this legal
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers
Association’s (MNPA) website:
http://masspublicnotices.org
05/07/2026

Notice of
Sale of Motor Vehicle

Under G.L. c. 255, Section 39A

Notice is hereby given
by REGIN’S REPAIR, 19
CHURCH ST GILBERTVILLE,
MA 01031, pursuant to the provi-
sions of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A,
that on 5/8/2026 at 10:00AM
at: Regin’s Repair, 19 Church St
Gilbertville, MA 01031 by pri-
vate sale, the following Motor
Vehicle will be sold to satisfy the
garage keepers lien thereon for
storage, towing charges, care and
expenses of notices and sale of
said vehicle .

2008 JEEP CHEROKEE

Registration#/State: FW969X/

MA

VIN: 1J8GR48K48C147443

Name and address of owner:

Zachary Freeman

5 South Main St.

North Brookfield, MA 01535
By: James M. Regin
Dated: 4/14/2026

This notice has been given un-

der the provisions of G.L. c. 255,

Section 39A

04/23, 04/30, 05/07/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
Docket No.
HS26P0271GD
In the interests of
Kensley A Smith
of Ware, MA
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER:

Petition for Appointment

of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL

INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of a
Minor filed on 04/28/2026 by

Ursula A Nowak of Ware,
MA

Todd A Nowak of Ware, MA

will be held 05/12/2026 at
08:30 AM Motion. Located: 15
Atwood Drive, Northampton,
MA 01060.

2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested
parties at least five (5) business
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to

you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form.
Submit the application form in
person or by mail at the court
location where your case is
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best
interests.

Date: April 28, 2026
Mark S. Ames
Register of Probate
05/07/2026

Town of Hardwick
Conservation Commission
Notice is hereby given in ac-
cordance with the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act that a Public Meeting
will be held for a Request for
Determination of Applicability
on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at
6:30 pm at the Municipal Of-
fice Building, 307Main Street,
Gilbertville. All interested par-
ties are urged to attend.

Applicant: TEC Associates for
Mass Central Railroad

Description  of  Proposed
Work: Vegetation management
on railroad right-of-way between
Ware and Barre town lines

Location: Hardwick

Town: Hardwick

Interested parties may also
view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org
05/07/2026

Ware Housing Authority
Parking Lot Replacement
Project #316101
Section 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
MGL ¢.30 §39M Over $50K

The WARE HOUSING AU-
THORITY, the Awarding Au-
thority, invites sealed bids from
Contractors for the Parking Lot
Replacement at State Aided De-
velopment: Valley View Annex
(667-2) in Ware, Massachusetts,
in accordance with the docu-
ments prepared by PARE COR-
PORATION.

The Project consists of but not
limited to:

The Valley View Annex park-
ing lot replacement project con-
sists of a new Annex parking lot,
connecting sidewalks, cement
concrete dumpster pad, and three
additional parking stalls to the
limits and locations shown on
the plan. The construction effort
includes the excavation, removal,
and disposal of existing bitumi-
nous and cement concrete, curb-
ing, unsuitable gravel subbase,
and import of processed gravel
for subbase and all required ma-
terials for the proper construc-
tion of the new vehicle travel
ways, parking areas, sidewalks,
curbing, dumpster pad, etc. to the

required specifications and limits
shown. The construction of side-
walks, ramps, and handicapped
parking stalls and access aisle
shall comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Massachusetts Architectural Ac-
cess Board (MAAB) 521 CMR
20.00 through 24.00.

The work is estimated to cost
$97,000.00.

All bidding Requests for Infor-
mation (RFIs) shall be submitted
online by 06/03/2026 at 2:00PM
EDT for general bids.

Bids are subject to M.G.L.
¢.30§39M and to minimum wage
rates as required by M.G.L. c.149
§§26 to 27H inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS BE-
ING ELECTRONICALLY
BID AND HARD COPY BIDS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Please review the instructions
in the bid documents on how
to register as an electronic bid-
der. All Bids shall be submit-
ted online at biddocs.com and
received no later than the date
and time specified.

General Bids will be received
until 10 June 2026 at 2:00PM
EDT and publicly opened online,
forthwith.

General bids and sub-bids
shall be accompanied by a bid
deposit that is not less than five
(5%) of the greatest possible
bid amount (including all alter-
nates) and made payable to the
WARE HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY. Note: A bid deposit is not
required for Projects advertised
under $50,000.

Bid Forms and Contract Docu-
ments will be available for review
at biddocs.com (may be viewed
and downloaded electronically at
no cost).

The Contractor and all sub-
contractors (collectively referred
to as “the Contractor”) agree to
strive to achieve minority and
women workforce participation.
The Workforce Participation
benchmark is set at 6.9% for
women and 15.3% for minori-
ties. The Workforce benchmark
percentages are a statutory re-
quirement under MGL c. 149 §
44A(2)(G).

PRE-BID CONFERENCE /
SITE VISIT:

Scheduled Date and Time:
05/27/2026 at 11:00AM EDT

Address: 20 Valley View, Ware
Housing Authority, Ware, MA
01082

Instructions: (follow Monroe
Street to end). Meet in front of
Ware Housing Authority office
building.

The hard copy Contract Docu-
ments may be seen at:

Nashoba Blue Inc.

433 Main Street

Hudson, MA 01749

978-568-1167
05/07/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 21

— Thank you!
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Your BUYLINE

CONNECTION

DON'T BUY °TIL YOU SEE US!!!E

PRE-SEASON A/C SALE!!!
NEW LISTING!

GIANT APPLIANGCE REBATES!!!| | ,icrostermoan
MATTRESS SALE!!! FEATURES:

BIKES, E-BIKES!!! s
WE REPAIR BIKES!'!! 2 R G RACE
SEE AD INSIDE! N AL i T

?Qslcto‘qo WEHAIZEUTYI{I’Z'(i’ggIgE%TI:g‘IIngR You! _ NAPA REWARDS )

Join NAPA Rewards today

A
gmesp” wwwPostRoadRealty.com f  REEPR e R T

OPEN HOUSE . Scan the QR code or visit
SATURDAY, MAY 9 hitps://congrse.io/d/SswvEL
11:00 to 12:30

No purchase necessary. *25 YETI®
Rambler Travel Mugs willbe given away.
Must be 18+. Join NAPA Rewards for a
chance to win and see official rules.

i WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD

12 MONTHS WH ITCO @ ) B

Main St., S, Cassie Paolucc Follow us on
LT owicoiaioecom 908-885-9343 | | 22 4500 3853 Muws 5t e s, s

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

NAPA AUTO PARTS'

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun.9-2 ~ 413-323-7661 ® 323-9296  Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

g WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR <
¢? THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! }-

LANDSCAPE STONE

White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple * Red
Lt Gray * Dark Gray * Beige * Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone o Title V & Preshy Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust  Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt Crushed Concrete ® Cold Patch

\(

L

000

)
D
=

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY'

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

bondsandandgravel.com =

508-885-6100

508- 885-2480
g -

JOCT

X0

508.341.8299

“Are you ready to buy or sell? 0" "W" | @ Boarding starting at $40 a night

Lisa Caron Realtor® 84 Greenwich Plains Road

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO . . b, Ware’ MA 01082
Call today to get started! PN facebook

" Bgr;);fl;;;-ggrsrte)' WA I 23 Summer St_reet 1st Sunday Every Month 508- 637'1577 .
¥ Www FlintSigns.com | North Brookfield W:Zaztr ity 2t OPEN NOW |

' :  MA 01535 7 DAY A WEEK!

I + COFFEE 8am-2pm
¢ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS Mon-Fri |
<+ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES 8am-3pm |
In-House Fresh Bakery I' . soups Sat. & Sun. |
» - - All Occasion Cake I . COOKIES I
o @m‘m fmm Of Warren <i==1s | | Cupcakesand Cookies 1 MypeiNg I
heAdventurovithus! " SEgPRA See website for specials 1 « PASTRIES :

JARSCafe.com & ;
Boothbay ] | i MAC'N CHEESE _ I
Harbor + Future Events I < LUNCH & BREAKFAST MEALS :
; Contact us to plan your |

Vacation next private event. I BRING IN ENTIRE AD FOR $5 OFF 1
' 508-637-1577 Ei - with $10 minimum purchase. I
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[
Country Canine

KENNELS

[
Boarding,
Grooming, Daycare

e
PRPTRI ™ e R WP

« Daycare starting at $26 a day

LA CARON (413) 277-0334 Office Phone
ey e countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

TEAFORTWO

'BUYLINE

| " 3"x1"..only $33 Contact

June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation................ $899 CONNECTION 3" x1.5" only $48 Dan |:|ynn

June 27....Lake George Cruise & Lunch ...............cceeennt $185 R '

July 11..... Prolllinceltown by I;]ast YT 2220 3 Ads fOI’ 1 I_OW P"ce!!! 3"x2"... 0I1|y $66 413-297-5886

Sept. 26...Pickity Place L 130 . " "

IVIez:)rtch1...1I2c-DI;¥( C:rcif)b::; (T JO— Balcony $2499 Ware River NEWS, Barre Gazette 3"x 2.5 only $82 dﬂ)’ nn@turley .com
Share the Adventure with us soon! & Quaboag Current 3" x3"...only $99

o o adventuretours@atinat - Over 16,000 copies ¢ Prints every Thursda | <4
or go o www.adventuretoursofwarren.com \ ! P / ¥ FULL COLOR INCLUDED!

Special Ad Size Pricing e

1 Main Street

Ware, MA 01082
413-27 7-000%

HANNA'S ON MAIN www.hannasonmain.com

Mon & Tues Functions Oply « Wed & Thurs 71:00 AM- 958
Fri & Sat 11:00 AM - 10pm - Sun BAM - 5P

Complete

Catering Services!
Hot Foods = Cold Foods
Salads * Sandwich Trays

Graduations = Holidays = Anniversaries
Business Events
Birthdays = Retirements = Reunions

www.hannasonmain.com
413-277-0009

Function Room Available

Mother’s Day at Hanna's on Main

TR%T
Ay
““ " MOM

9am - 6pm

Treat Mom to a day out with her favorites, from

morning favorites to evening specials

9am — 1Z2pm 12:30pm — 6pm
Full breakfast menu Full dinner menu
Chef’'s Specials Mother’'s Day Dinner
Specials

hannasonmain.com

Call to reserve yvour table

413-277-0009




