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Board discusses ongoing school budget negotiations

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
Dgagnon@turley.com

WARREN - After meeting with
Quaboag Regional School District’s
legal team, interim Superintendent
Maureen Binienda presented the

Board of Selectmen with a letter
and open invitation to the School
Committee’s June 5 meeting.

The public invitation comes two
weeks after the town’s proposed
budget for the Quaboag School
District was not supported in an
article presented at the annual town

meeting.

The town of Warren presented a
$110,000 above minimum contribu-
tion budget for the fiscal year 2024
district budget, while the Quaboag
School District requested a $1.2 mil-
lion above minimum contribution
from the town.

“We do want to willingly work
with you,” said Binienda.

Binienda suggested a small
group meet to discuss the school
budget collaboratively between the
School Committee and the Board of
Selectmen.

Board Chair David Dufresne

said he is “not comfortable” with a
private meeting and would prefer
the discussion to be transparent and
open to the public.

He added the Board of Selectmen
meetings are broadcasted and lives-
treamed on multiple platforms for
the public’s access.

Board Vice-Chair Richard
Eichacker suggested hosting three
separate meetings to discuss the
budget with one being held in West
Brookfield, one in Warren and one

Please see BUDGET, page 13

Stop and
smell the
flowers

Tri-Parish Community
Church hosts plant
and bake sale

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
Dgagnon@turley.com

HARDWICK — Community
members gathered on the com-
mon this past weekend to enjoy
baked goods, loaded baked
potatoes and even live music
while plant shopping in an
effort to support the Tri-Parish
Community Church.

While the plant sale has
“been going on for years and
years,” the event is made possi-
ble by the contributions of local
vendors, donations and volun-
teers.

Church member Jennifer
Pollard said some plants were
donated entirely while oth-
ers were either bought by the
church at wholesale price and
sold retail, or vendors donate
half of the sales profits.

Some plant vendors included
local farms such as Inishowen
Farms of North Brookfield,
Howes Farm and Garden LLC
of Paxton and Stillman’s Farm
of New Braintree.

Ginny Rich hosted the
“home made lovelies” table,
offering an entire selection of
plants donated by community
members, grown from their own
yards and homes.

“Because they are grown
locally, they will stay healthy
and thrive,” said Rich.

She said she has been help-
ing with the plant sale for
many years, adding she used to
help set up for the event in her
younger days.

Rich said a gardening friend
of hers donated quite a few
plants, ranging from flowers to
shrubs, while she also donated a
few seedlings.

Money raised from the event
goes towards the church’s gen-
eral funds.

Pollard credited Thomas
Clough as “the man behind
the scenes,” who “does it all,”
including organizing the event
and community outreach.

Clough thanked the vendors
and said they are “all wonder-
ful”

Clough said this is his sec-
ond year in charge of setting up

Please see FLOWERS, page 5
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Lieutenant Jeff Zacharie.

Area fire departments
train in empty hospital

pital, along with Baystate Health.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Thirty firefight-
ers from Ware, Hardwick,
Belchertown and West Brookfield
attended a training at the former
Baystate Mary Lane Hospital
building Sunday morning and
afternoon.

Using the third and fourth

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)
Ware firefighters, from left, Dolan MacNamee, Kaity Faucher and TJ Berninger, are shown with

floors of the hospital, firefighters
worked in crews to sweep rooms
in search of potential victims.
The fourth floor was obscured by
thick smoke, supplied by smoke
machines.

Ware Fire Chief Jim Martinez
said this training happened thanks
to the efforts of Lieutenant Jason
McNeaney and the town of Ware.
The town gave the fire depart-
ments permission to use the hos-

Air Support from Westover

Fire Department brought its air
compressor trailer to fill the fire-
fighter’s air bottles.

Using a rope as their guide,
crews assembled up the stairwell
to the third floor, following the
commands of Martinez, who man-

Please see TRAINING, page 12

(Turley Publications Photo by Dallas Gagnon)

Shown is the new preschool playground at Stanley M. Koziol

Elementary School.

New playground
equipment installed
at elementary school

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
Dgagnon@turley.com

WARE - After nearly four years
of restricted play, the students of
Stanley M. Koziol Elementary
School are now able to enjoy a
fully functioning playground.

While the kindergarten through
third grade playground has been
updated and expanded, an entirely
new playground has been installed
for the preschoolers.

“A lot has been replaced and

updated,” said Principal Pamela
Iwasinski.

For the kindergarten-third grade
playground, new additions include
an additional swing set, monkey
bars, three new slides, a saucer
swing and new obstacle course.

Teacher Allison Biron said the
playground updates have been “a
long time coming.”

“It has been a topic of discus-
sion for the last six-seven years to
get this playground... For about
three years, one third of the play-
ground has been closed off due to
safety concerns,” said Biron.

Iwasinski said the construction
began later than expected as the

Please see PARK, page 6

Quaboag student artists host
end-of-year art exhibition

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARREN - Last week, art
students at Quaboag Regional
Middle High School displayed
works they had created through-
out the school year during an art

exhibition.

On May 17, about 300 stu-
dents added self-portraits, ceramic
sculptures, digital photography,
fantasy creatures, glass mosaics
and more to the exhibition, which
spans the hallways of the school.

Please see ARTISTS, page 13

(Turley
Publications
Photos by Paula
Ouimette)

Ari
Masterjohn
stands with
some of her

artwork
centered
around
safe spac-
es. Each of
her works
alludes to
another
one of her
works.

Troop 281 celebrates trio of Eagle Scouts

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Ware Scouts BSA
Troop 281 honored its three newest
Eagle Scouts at a Court of Honor
held this past Sunday afternoon.

Nicholas Bousquet, Jacob Witt
and Tyler Bonilla were each recog-
nized for earning the highest rank
Scouts BSA has to offer, some-
thing that only 4% of Scouts will
ever achieve.

This brings the total number of
Eagle Scouts that Troop 281 has
produced up to 19 since the Troop
was restarted back in 2011.

All juniors at Ware High
School, where the Court of Honor
was held, these Scouts have built
their friendship on the foundation
of the Scout Oath and Law. They
have faced every challenge and
adventure at each other’s sides, and
it was fitting that they be honored
on stage together.

“You have been counted wor-
thy of this high rank,” Eagle Scout
John Pajak said as he read the
Eagle Charge. Pajak earned his

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Ware Scouts BSA Troop 281's newest Eagle Scouts, Jacob Witt,
Nicholas Bousquet and Tyler Bonilla salute Master of the Fourth
Degree of the Massachusetts Knights of Columbus, Stanley Ciukaj.

Eagle rank in 1977 with Troop 167.

Pajak told the new Eagle Scouts
to live a life dedicated to the com-
mon good, and to leave behind a
legacy that every Scout can take
pride in.

WE

OUR VETERANS
WHO PROTECT AND SERVE

y.1countrybank
countrybank.com | 800-322-8233
Member FDIC | Member DIF

Committee Chair Michael
Domey presented each Scout with
their Eagle Scout rank patch.

Please see SCOUTS, page 3
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Each week the Ware

River News digs into its
submitted photo archives
and selects a people photo
to publish. We need your
help to help identify those
pictured.

(File Photo)

Last week’s photo from1992
showed the winners of the
annual Hardwick Rod & Gun
Club Fishing Derby from left,
John Dupell, largest fish (17
3/4 inch brook trout); Ellen
Moriarty, first fish age 0-6;
Nicki Majka, first two fish age
0-6; Josh Davis, first fish age
7-9; Elizabeth Ciejka, first two
fish age 7-9; Zeb Glidden, first
fish age 10-12; and Jessica
Tanner, first two fish age
10-12.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.
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SINCE 1988
Yoga & Meditation Classes

SPORTS

Ware gets the best
of Quaboag

Page 9

Now offering both online classes and
studio classes. We will keep you safe.

Voted Best Yoga in the region by '-
Town & Country Living Magazine

YOGA

PROM

Area schools
recently celebrated

Have compassion. Be considerate of others.
Take care.

FOR

EVERY
Bopy

413 436 7374
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA

WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM
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“Your Hometown Joint”

Locally
Owned and Operated

24 West Main Street
Ware, MA

Easily Accessible
from Routes 9 & 32

Competitive Prices

Superior Product
Excellent Customer Services

Edibles * Tinctures
Vapes
Flower * Topicals
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Several students created col-
lages inspired by artist Kerri

Ambrosino.

SMK students honor mothers, caregivers through art

WARE - The students
of Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School cre-
ated a series of arts
and crafts in honor of
Mother’s day earlier this
month.

Kindergarten teacher
Maura Balicki said stu-
dents in her class planted
spider plants to “repre-
sent their journey in kin-
dergarten and show they
are ready for first grade.”

“The baby spider
plants grew off of Mrs.
[Yvonne] Smith’s mama
spider plant that they
help water and care for
in the class...We talked
about how the students
are like these little baby
plants,” said Balicki.

She explained “when
you talk, care and teach
someone, they grow, just
like them.”

Balicki said the stu-
dents were “excited to
hear that story and how it
connected to them.”

Students in Erin
Boughamer’s art class
created flower bouquets
inspired by artist Kerri
Ambrosino.

Children from kin-
dergarten through third
grade participated in cre-
ating the paper collages
for their caregivers and
mothers alike.

Casey Nothe, Compliance Specialist
Laurie Gloster, General Manager
Megan Sinclair, Owner
Lori Sinclair, Owner
Ryan Sinclair, Owner

Visit us at www.bleafma.com

Please Consume Responsibly

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose
potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA.

M

(Courtesy Photos by
Stanley M. Koziol Faculty)

Shown is a collage crafted by a
student of Erin Boughamer’s art
class.

Shown is a folk-art, still-life
collage inspired by artist Kerri
Ambrosino, constructed by an art
student from Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School.

Jrye— ;
U S :Lp.-thwln‘fE_"_—

Third graders Sadie Corriveau, Adilyn Castro and Jayceon Powell are shown
painting flower shaped picture frames for a Mother’s Day/caregiver gift.

Shown are preschoolers Nathaniel Barrows, Mackenzie Lamb, Colton Howe
and James Gratton smiling as they show off their painted flower pots, plant-
ed flowers and hand-crafted cards.
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Food policy council wants to hear all voices

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Members of the
Quaboag Valley Food Policy
Council discussed ways they could
make sure that each voice is heard
when it comes to decision making.

“This Council is extremely
new,” Council Coordinator Caitlin
Geaghan said, and members are
still organizing and planning.

She said the hope is that once
they have finished the planning
process and determined the needs
of the region, the Council can
expand beyond the 12 towns it
currently covers.

Geaghan said there are a few
options available to the Council
when it comes to making deci-
sions, including single person
decides, group decides by consen-
sus and group decides by voting.

Single person decides would
allow for one member of the group
to have decision-making respon-
sibilities, either with or without
input from the rest of the mem-

bers.

With group decides by con-
sensus, decisions would either be
hard, where all would agree; or
soft, where most would agree, but
those that don’t wouldn’t be upset
by the decision.

Group decides by voting would
have members use either a ballot,
hand or voice vote.

Members could decide on a
minimum vote, a simple majority
or a two-thirds vote or plurality.

Council members agreed that
most decisions should be made
by the group, possibly leaving
minor, day-to-day decisions up to
Geaghan and Project Coordinator
for Community Health, Emily
Coderre.

Linda Fuchs, an organic farmer
from Brimfield, said having a sin-
gle person decides method would
negate people’s time spent being
in a group.

“The advantage of this group is
the diversity of organizations pres-
ent,” she said.

Gail Gramarossa of the
Quaboag Hills Substance Use

Alliance suggested using consen-
sus when they can, even if infor-
mally.

“In a lot of ways, I see a food
policy council driven by collect-
ing thinking and very participato-
ry,” she said.

Kirsten Krieger, public health
nurse of the Quabbin Health
District said she thinks it would
be beneficial if there was a core
membership determining options
for decisions and then taking them
to a vote.

She said different people have
different perspectives and this
could pose a challenge with vot-
ing.

“You may get so many ideas
that it’s difficult to get them to a
vote. A core group could bring
the options to a general body,”
Krieger said.

Michelle Holmgren, Public and
Community Relations at Baystate
Wing Hospital, said day to day
decisions handled by the leader-
ship team would be good, and the
team could bring these decisions
back to the members.

Krieger said Council members
should also think about intention-
ally growing the group to repre-
sent more diversity

The first hybrid training oppor-
tunity of the QVFPC will be held
on Wednesday, May 31 from
4-5:15 p.m. at E2E, 79 Main St.,
with Zoom access available.

About QVFPC

The Quaboag Valley Food
Policy Council is funded through
a grant received by the Town of
Ware in partnership with Quaboag
Valley Community Development
Corporation, covering the towns
of Ware, Belchertown, Palmer,
Monson, Wales, Holland,
Brimfield, Warren, Brookfield,
West Brookfield, North
Brookfield and East Brookfield.

The Council is open to all, and
everyone is welcome to join in the
discussion.

For more information, peo-
ple may email Geaghan at cge-
aghan@townofware.com or
Coderre at ecoderre @townofware.

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff writer
dgagnon@turley.com
WARE -

The Planning

Board discussed the possibil-
ity of establishing a Master Plan
Implementation Committee.

Town Manager Stuart Beckley

said at the Board’s May 18 meet-
ing, that the current Master plan is
almost seven years old.

“Some towns create a sepa-

rate Master Plan Implementation
Committee,”
that the committee would belong to
the Planning Board.

Beckley said, adding

Board Chair Richard Starodoj

said he would be “all for having a
committee.”

“I think it’s a way of keeping

track of the goals and recommen-
dations that are at the end of the

Planning Board discusses
Master Plan committee

back from Baystate Health or West
Mass Development regarding the
hospital buildings on South Street
in nearly a month.

“I know they will be moving
forward...there is demolition pre-
paredness,” said Beckley.

The businesses on Main Street
and Pulaski Street that will be
impacted by the facade grant will
see implementation in July.

Regarding the search for a new
town planner, Beckley said the town
is “not having much luck at all,”
despite posting on several sites and
job search platforms.

Right of first refusal
The Board motioned to waive
the right of first refusal to a proper-
ty on Webster Road.
Beckley informed the Board
that the Selectboard and the
Conservation Commission recom-

com.

Master Plan,” said Beckley.

The Master Plan Implementation
Committee would be responsible
for reassessing the current Master

mended against the town purchas-

ing the property.

The property in question is not

connected to sewer or water with
a majority of the land located on
wetland.

Plan and adding or revising it to

align with the town’s current goals.
The matter will be further dis-

cussed at the Board’s next meeting.

SCOUTS from page 1

Scoutmaster Emeritus Dan
Flynn gave the Eagle Scout medal-
lion to each Scout’s mother while
Scoutmaster Frank Bateman gave
Eagle Scout neckerchief slides to
the fathers.

Joined on stage by their fam-
ilies, the Eagle Scouts were dec-
orated for their rank by their par-
ents.

Flynn reminded the trio that
once they’re an Eagle Scout, they
will always be an Eagle Scout.

He spoke about each of
them and their journey through
Scouting, starting with Bousquet.

Bousquet was the first to com-
plete his Eagle Project, which
included creating a 180-foot
walking path leading to a 16 by
16-foot outdoor programming area
at the Paige Memorial Library in
Hardwick, where his great-grand
aunt Grace Barnes Hanson was
librarian for close to 60 years.

“I'm really grateful for him,”
Flynn said. “Nick is a leader that
will always care about the com-
munity.”

Flynn said that Bousquet
has joined multiple town com-
mittees, including chairing the
Superintendent Search Committee
for his school, and being a member
of both the Open Space Committee
and Agricultural Commission.

Witt was the second to com-
plete his Eagle Project, which
focused on beautifying Ware
Grange #164’s hall on Route 9. His
project was completed in time for
the Grange to celebrate its 150th
anniversary.

Working with his Troop and
crew of volunteers, Witt cleaned up
the parking lot, as well as around
the building, making it easier for
people to access. The final touches
on the project included planting
flowers and bushes and spreading
fresh mulch.

“You’ve grown so much,” Flynn
told Witt. “Continue to challenge
yourself...keep trying. Keep
going.”

Despite being faced with
numerous hurdles to complete his

—_—

(Courtesy Photo)

Eagle Scouts Jacob Witt, Nicholas Bousquet and Tyler Bonilla stand with stat Rep. Todd Smola, left, and
state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, right.

Eagle Project, Bonilla was always
working to improve himself and do
better, Flynn said.

His determination to follow
through resulted in a new fence
being installed along the Grange
property, perfectly complementing
Witt’s project. First, Bonilla had
to remove an existing fence, then
install a new white picket fence in
a new location with a gate.

“Tyler, you’re going to go a lot
of places,” Flynn said.

The three Eagle Scouts shared
memories of their Scouting adven-
tures together, from the first cam-
pouts at Treasure Valley Scout
Reservation, to bringing back an
entire downed tree for campfire
wood, to helping each other com-
plete their Eagle Projects.

Bousquet, Witt and Bonilla
also received recognition from

Send Us Your Photos!

AMVETS Post 2577, the Troop’s
charter organization.

State Rep. Todd Smola and
state Rep. Donnie Berthiaume pre-
sented them with the flag of the
commonwealth and citations from
the State House and commented
on the strength of Ware’s Scouting
program.

Smola credited this to the
involvement of the Troop’s adult
leadership, including Flynn, who
served as Scoutmaster for 12 years
before handing the reins over to
Bateman.

He said it’s also due to the sup-
port from the community, includ-
ing the town’s various veterans
organizations.

Berthiaume congratulated the
Scouts for joining an elite rank in
Scouts BSA.

“You’ve joined that very small

warerivernews@turley.com

group that went the extra mile,” he
said.

Bousquet’s father Paul was also
recognized at the Court of Honor
for completing his Wood Badge
ticket.

Ken Simpson, the District
Commissioner of Soaring Eagle
District, Heart of New England
Council, presented Paul with his
wooden beads to symbolize his
completion of the training.

“It gives me great honor to give
these beads,” Simpson said.

Planning and community
development
Beckley said he has not heard

Reorganization
The Board motioned to postpone
the reconstitution of the Board until
all members are present.

Ware Senior Center news

WARE - The Ware Senior
Center, located at 1 Robbins Road,
is open Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open each
of those days from 9 a.m.-noon.
Donations to the store are only
accepted by Sue LaBarge, who can
be reached by calling 413-544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, May 29
Closed for Memorial Day

Tuesday, May 30

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View
Housing

9:30 a.m. Quilting Club

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

1:30-3:30 p.m. Chair Massage
(available by appointment only, call
413-967-9645; $5 for 10 minutes)

5:30 p.m. Scrapbook Class

6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5
p.m.)

Wednesday, May 31
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch

Thursday, June 1

9 a.m. New Senior Spring Walk

Meet at the Senior Center and
wear comfortable footwear. Bring
water, sunscreen, bug spray and a
snack for energy.

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley View
Housing

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing
Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, June 2
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
Program
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
1:30-3:30 p.m. Chair Massage
(available by appointment only, call
413-967-9645; $5 for 10 minutes)
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 5
p-m.)
LUNCHES - DINE IN
All Meals $3.50 unless
Otherwise Noted

Monday, May 29
Closed for Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 30
Brunch
French Toast, Scrambled Eggs,
Sausage, Home Fries, Dessert of
the Day
Wednesday, May 31
Lazy Golumbki, Dessert of the
Day
Thursday, June 1
Chicken Jambalaya with
Sausage, Rice, Caesar Salad,
Dessert of the Day
Friday, June 2
Tuna Melt Sandwich, Tomato
Soup, Potato Chips, Dessert of the
Day

WE SAVE YOU MONEY!

Appliances ° Televisions ¢ Toys * Mattresses ¢ Bikes
Buy More Save More! Extra Rebates On Kitchen Packages & Laundry Pairs

R

STIHL ®Husqvarna &
PARK SAW SHOP

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

1292 PARK ST. 1-800-232-6132
PALMER, MA 01069  (413) 544-9027

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

e |

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts y >
Shed, Pool & Sothun "Sk " (ervaid = \t;':,,
Hot Tub Removals ( 774)597 6500 i

In ﬁwf)}@y %ﬂ%{n@/ 0/
Stanley Arlen Sadowski

10 Year Anniversary
5/30/13 - 5/30/23

Gone But Not Forgotten
Dearly loved and sadly missed
by his loving wife, Joan

MEMORIAL DAY SALE 100s OF DEALS

100’s 0F AIR CONDITIONERS BIKE SALE!
IN STOGK' Expert Bicycle Repalr@ ;

5CU. FT. FRIGIDAIRE
TV DEALS' CHEST DISHWASHER PRESEAEO;I LL
FREEZER #7150
50” Hisense $279.99 199 g9 mﬂ | B]l
(Reg’;,ular_ly $549.99) WAS $299.99 WAS $599.99 : SAL E
55” Hisense $299.99
(Regularly $549.99) FRIGIDAIRE |[ AMANAWASHER | [ MAYTAG TOP | [FRONT LOADER
L SIDE-BY-SIDE OR DRYER FREEZER SAMSUNG
65” Hisense......... $449.99 REFRIGERATOR #NEDAGS5EW 18 CU. FT. sVéAa-léRgg
(Regularly $649.99) 99 99 929
55” Samsung $399.99 S!IA-sls;ﬂ%g WAS$3599.999 ms&sgg WAS $899.99
(Regularly $449.99 MAYTAG MAYTAG GE FRENCH 10 CU. FT.
75" Samsung ...... $749.99 Erh vl | A0S DOOR BOTTOM CHEST
(Regularly $799.99) #MDB4949SKZ #VEDc4us99 FREEZER 09 FREEZESQ
85” Samsung .... $1399.99
(Regularly $1599.99) WAS $849.99 sg%gg S1W§$296999 SW4A8%9§9
ol || Chonve |[ st | MATTRESS SALE!
WASHER -
FREEZESQ gorussossne smeenrss ELECTRIC ST&/)E -Il;‘l’:’I![I -g; gg Egeg zzgg;
7 H eg
svgsgsge smssgesgggg S\A.!\ssgnegae swsm?sgsgee QUEEN:S299 (Reg$599)

INSTANT FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

OPEN 10-7 MEMORIAL DAY

WHITCO

e 7
ﬂ W Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8pm ¢ Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

WHITCOSALES.COM

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
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Planning for
safe celebrations
for your teen

By Abaigeal Duda

son, which for teens can be both exciting

and worrisome.

For parents, this may also be true, but for
different reasons.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration suggests that car crashes are
a leading cause of death for teens and that
one out of three crashes involve alcohol or
other substances. In rural areas like ours,
when these tragedies occur, they are felt by
the entire community. How can we support
our young people so that they create posi-
tive memories of these milestones?

There are some practical steps that you
can take as a parent, or caregiver:

The most important and effective is also
typically the most overlooked: Have an
honest conversation. How do you feel about
underage drinking and other substance use?

If you aren’t aware of the negative
effects on the development of young brains,
it’s worth understanding that there can be
long-term consequences.

One Choice (saying no to all substances)
has a good overview at tinyurl.com/5jzsy-
htd. Studies show that encouraging young
people to make choices that support their
health, wellbeing and long-term success
rather than trying to scare them with hor-
ror stories to avoid — is the most effective
approach.

People tend to overestimate how many
other people use substances like alcohol and
other drugs. In the Quaboag Hills region,
the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance
conducts surveys in our school districts,and
it is true of all schools and grade levels that
most students are making choices not to use
substances.

If you aren’t sure how to start a conver-
sation with a child or teen, get examples
from “Talk. They Hear You” at sambhsa.
gov. Another way to have a conversation
about driving expectations is to Take “The
Pledge,” an agreement between caregivers
and teens available at the Quaboag Hills
Substance Use Alliance website at ghsua.
org.

Know who is driving your teen. The
night of prom or graduation, will another
teen be driving?

A parent? An older sibling? A hired
vehicle and driver? In our area, we do not
have the same transportation options that
are available in more urban areas.

If a teen suddenly realizes that his/her/
their ride has been drinking, calling for a
cab or rideshare is very unlikely to be a via-
ble option.

No matter who is supposed to drive,
make sure that your child knows that you
are available to take a call if there is any
question about transportation safety or any
other questionable situation that may arise.
You might agree upon a text or emoji to
send to you to let you know that you are
needed so that he/she/they don’t have to
have an awkward conversation that might
be overheard about unsafe behavior.

If you are hosting a graduation party at
your home for your teen, make it a “dry”
party.

Be sure to familiarize yourself with the
Massachusetts’ underage drinking laws
known as the Social Host Law. If underage
drinking does happen on your property, you
could face criminal or civil liability charges.

Make a list of fun activities with your
teen and his/her/their friends that they
would enjoy doing together to create posi-
tive memories that will last a long, healthy
lifetime.

Healthy celebrations are celebrations
worth remembering.

It’s prom and graduation celebration sea-

Abaigeal Duda is STOP Act Grant proj-
ect director at the Quaboag Hills Substance
Use Alliance. For more information, or
if you or a loved one needs help for sub-
stance abuse, call the statewide helpline at
1-800-327-5050 (TTY: 1-800-439-2370);
the phone line is open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. You can also go to hub.help-
linema.org/findhelp.
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Dazed for dahlias

Do you ever get sidetracked?

Well, last night I went into my mudroom to
assess my dahlia collection in preparation for
planting. Besides housing baskets and buck-
ets of dahlia tubers, the mudroom contains a
wood box, lots of coats and shoes, and when
the temperatures dip into into the negative
realm, it may house a chicken or two.

Our big, upright freezer is also in the mud-
room. Why were the floorboards in front of
the door wet?

Upon inspection, the freezer wasn’t at tem-
perature and the contents had partially thawed.
Just what I needed on a Saturday night.

After the mess was cleaned up and what
could be salvaged was, I rewarded myself
with some alone-time with my dahlias.

I chuckle when I think that the last time I
wrote about dahlias I had four varieties. I'm
at 10 in two short years - oops, make that 11
after the tuber I purchased at the plant sale
yesterday.

It’s hard not to become a collector when
they come in so very many flower types and
sizes, from a mere couple of inches to the size
of a dinner plate.

Read on for a refresher course on dahlia

growing, and if you become inspired to pur-
chase a tuber or two, rest easy with the cost;
you’ll be giving the offspring away before you
know it!

Plant dahlias in full sun, in fertile soil
amended sparingly with compost and organ-
ic fertilizers. Most tubers are planted about
3 inches deep and 1-3 feet away from one
another, depending on plant size. Providing
enough air circulation between plants will
help keep diseases at bay.

Most gardeners install a stake at planting
time and attach the dahlia to it as it grows,
beginning when it is a foot tall. Subsequent
ties are made every 18 inches or so depending
on variety. Without the use of stakes, large
flowers will likely topple in the wind and rain,
sometimes taking a good portion of the plant
with it.

Pinching dahlias is another good practice.
When the plant has three sets of leaves gently
remove its growth tip.

This will encourage more branching and
inevitably more flowers. Once blooming starts
it is important to cut away spent blooms on
a regular basis; tubers will grow stronger
because of it.

Dahlias thrive on sufficient moisture, espe-
cially since they are shallow rooted. Furnish
them with one inch per week during active
growth.

As the growing season draws to a close,
hold back on water and any supplemental fer-
tilization you have been providing. This will
give the tubers a chance to harden off before
they are removed from the ground.

Dig up dahlia tubers either just prior to or
soon after frost hits. Leave a small portion of
stem attached to the tubers - it is a great place
to adhere a label.

Take it from me - it is easy to forget a name

over the winter months!

Soil should be eased off the tubers with
a spray of water before placing in storage.
Choose a location to overwinter your tubers
that maintain 40-50 degrees temps and 90%
humidity.

These conditions will keep them dormant
and healthy until it is time to replant. Many
people have good luck using a cold basement
or root cellar; small quantities of tubers can be
stored in the crisper drawer of the refrigerator.

Placing tubers in damp peat moss, saw
dust, shredded leaves, or even ventilated plas-
tic bags will help to prevent shriveling. Be
sure to check on your tubers every couple of
weeks throughout the offseason.

Should you see shriveling, mist them with
clean water and re-dampen the medium in
which they were placed. If you see mold,
bring down the temperature and humidity
level.

Some dahlias like to get a jump-start on the
season by prestarting dahlias indoors.

We have done this occasionally at Old
Sturbridge Village and I am always amazed at
just how fast the plants grow, and how quickly
they outgrow their pots and become leggy.
If you attempt it, four weeks prior to the last
spring frost would be soon enough.

It’s my hope that you will venture into the
land of dahlia growing and love it as much as
I do!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

GUEST COLUMN

Why are college
costs so high?

By Eric Goodhart

The cost of private four-year colleges and
universities have steadily increased to a
level far beyond the means of all but a
small percentage of American households.

There are two major reasons for that.

Breaking the Bretton Woods Agreement of
1944, President Nixon took the dollar off the
gold standard in 1971. The Federal Reserve
was printing dollars like there was no tomor-
row during what is known as the “Guns and
Butter” decade of the sixties.

Nixon’s move was the catalyst bringing
about inflation as the dollar lost value.

A year later, Title IX of the Civil Rights Act
was signed into law by Nixon. Many of the
most expensive private colleges were begin-
ning to admit women.

Title IX prohibits gender-based discrimi-
nation in any college or any other education
program that receives funding from the federal
government.

The full cost of attendance for a four-year
private college before 1972 averaged $3,500 to
$4,500 per year. In 2023 those same colleges
cost $67,000 to $82,300 per year.

State universities are $39,000 per year.

Financial aid has not made the colleges
affordable, in fact, in the majority of cases it
has made them more expensive and put more
students and their parents into more debt. The
formulas used to determine “need” penalize
families that save for college.

The Asset Protection Allowance in 1990 has
been steadily reduced to zero now Congress
does not even believe a family of four with the
oldest parent aged 48 does not need even an
emergency fund of $50,000 anymore.

Plus, Congress continues to bend under
the pressure of the paid college lobbyists to
not even increase the financial need when a
family has more than one student in college at
the same time. In other words, if the Expected
Family Contribution was $40,000 with one in
college, it would be the same if two were in
college, not $20,000 per student.

The Department of Education’s Federal
Student Aid Office, changes will affect seniors,
rising 11th graders and younger. Therefore, for
planning purpose families of divorce, families
with more than one student in college at the
same time small business owners and family
farm owners.

Here is a summary of current, or
soon-to-be-implemented changes:

EFC, which has always been a shock to
parents as the amount the government expects
a family to pay. The DOE now cleverly calls it
Student Aid Index.

-
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They say the difference in nomenclature is
substantially that alone. Experience warns us
that is probably not accurate in effect.

With the replacement of the Data Retrieval
Tool with the Direct Data Transfer tax returns
become more determinative of basic, finan-
cial qualification.

Families of divorce will be asked which
parent provides the most financial support for
the student rather than, with whom is the stu-
dent living one-half of a year plus one day, or
longer. As of the date of this article, no time
parameters are determined.

What does that mean? Having observed
the decisions of colleges for decades, it
means college financial aid offices are going
to dig deeper into the financial arrangements
of families of divorce.

Child Support will no longer be counted
as “untaxed income,” but rather as a parent
asset.

The current asset exclusion of fami-
ly-owned businesses and family-owned farms
is gone. The asset value of each shall be
included in the SAI calculation.

Simplified Needs Test (which removes
assets from an SAI calculation) is based on
AGI under $60,000. But if the parent operates
a small business, buyer beware. The financial
aid officers are trained to watch out for busi-
ness owners because they are told that the
AGTI on the tax return can be reduced at will.

The number of family members in col-
lege at the same time, as a consideration,
will be phased out; although professional
judgement may allow for that to be consid-
ered. Therefore, it should be noted in “Other
Information” provided to the colleges.

Two other considerations represent the
proverbial double-edged sword. One is that
the end of PELL Grant eligibility after 12
semesters is removed.

The other side is that Direct Student Loan
time limit of 150% of satisfactory academic
progress is also removed.

Students will be able to drag out their col-
lege education beyond six years. Over the last
30 years, the statistics show that only 38% of
students graduate in four years.

The 50 or so, most competitive colleges
have over 90% graduation rate in four years.
That is because they have many applicants
each year to fill seats. Getting through college
in those colleges is much easier than getting
in.

Presently, this reporter is researching each
of the community colleges that largely served
the western part of Massachusetts begin-
ning with Mount Wachusett and Greenfield
Community Colleges.

So far, some nice surprises, but some are
facing challenges. Each week there will be a
profile of the colleges.

With college costs being so high, does it
make financial sense to go to a community
college for two years and then transfer to as a
junior to a four-year college?

As is the case to many scenarios...
it depends. Those will be explored and
explained.

If the reader has personal experience with
a community college, as a student or parent in
Massachusetts or elsewhere, they may email
Eric Goodhart at barrenews @turley.com.

SOCIAL SECURITY
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By Russell Gloor

Senior concerned about
Social Security solvency

Dear Rusty: I retired at age 58. My hus-
band and I worked 40 years of employment
each. I had a 401K only...no other benefits.

We saved, we invested through our finan-

cial advisor and have done okay watching our
investments grow (except for the last three
years). Neither my husband nor I have taken
Social Security; we were both waiting until
age 70 to get full benefits.

Do you think this is still wise? I’m con-
cerned there will not be any funds in five years
when we both turn 70.

Signed: Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior: Your question
relates to Social Security solvency, no doubt
inspired by the recent spate of media discus-
sion on this topic.

Most articles I’ve read promote a “dooms-
day” scenario and, in fairness, Social

Security’s financial issues are serious.

The latest report from the Trustees of Social
Security warned Congress that the reserves
now held in Social Security’s Trust Fund,
which enable full benefits to be paid, will
be depleted as early as 2033. What you may
not know is that this is not new news — the
Trustees have sounded the same warning
for decades to multiple Congresses, which
have neglected to enact corrective measures.
Unfortunately, they are likely to continue to
drag their feet for a while because the reform
needed is not politically palatable and the
impact is still a few years away.

Nevertheless, although Social Security’s
looming financial issues are serious, they are

not fatal. Congress already knows how to fix
Social Security’s financial issues — they just
currently lack the bipartisan spirit and political
will needed to do so.

The clock, however, is ticking and Congress
will be forced to act soon, which we are con-
fident will happen before the Trust Funds run
dry. What motivates most politicians is getting
reelected and allowing an across the board cut
to all Social Security recipients, which would
happen if the Trust Fund reserves were deplet-
ed, would be political suicide.

Therefore, I'm confident that reform will
occur in time, and I don’t suggest changing

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 6
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OPINION
POLICY

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words
or less in length, and
“Your Turn” guest col-
umn between 500-800
words. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will
be published. We require
that the person submit-
ting the opinion also
include his or her town of
residence and home tele-
phone number. We must
authenticate authorship
prior to publication. We
reserve the right to edit or
withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous,
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks, or
defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News
Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:
pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for
submissions is
Monday at noon.

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will
print free self-submitted
statements of candidacy
only four weeks or more
out from the election. All
candidates running in both
contested and uncon-
tested races are asked to
submit their statements to
the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500
words maximum. Please
include a photo. We will not
publish any statements of
candidacy inside the four
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other
campaign publicity during
the race, please contact our
advertising representatives.
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for
free any information about
key endorsements or politi-
cal fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of
no more than 250 words
from supporters endorsing
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues
are limited to three total
per author during the elec-
tion season. No election let-
ters will appear in the final
edition before the election.
We reserve the right to edit
all statements of candidacy
and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.




May 25, 2023, Ware River News, Page 5

i

S :_
it~

Vendors Martha Bryenton and Tom Meade of Bucket List Maple Syrup based in West Brookfield
selling maple syrup and other treats.

FLOWERS from page 1

the event, and he is “glad to help.”

He added the efforts made are
“an important part of the commu-
nity.”

Farmer Matt of New Braintree
donated all the ingredients for the
loaded baked potato sales, includ-
ing farm fresh bacon for bits.

The Old Furnace General Store
of Hardwick was also recognized
for donating boxes which allowed
plant buyers to carry away more
plants than their arms could hold.

Church member Mary Pollard
said she spent nearly three weeks
baking treats for the bake sale
before she finally finished.

“Anyone here from the church
made something,” said Pollard.

Jennifer Pollard said her moth-
er, Mary, stocked an entire church
freezer full of treats.

Mary Pollard said her personal
favorite was the chocolate cake,
and within three hours of the event,
it had sold out.

Her apple pies were also a big
hit, also selling out within the first
few hours.

Jennifer Pollard said the turn out
is always “wonderful.”

Herew are just a few of
the bright, blooming flow-
ers available at the Tri-Parish
Community Church plant sale.

, are shown

(Turley Publications Photos by Dallas Gagnon)

Shown are volunteers Bonnie St.Cyr and Tammi Chisholm selling load-

ed baked potatoes.

“There is a lot of support...
People come from all over,” said
Pollard.

“It’s a great place to come visit
and for people to catch up.”

Shown are blooming orange
flowers.
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Farmer Matt of New Braintree
donated all the baked potato ingre-
dients for the event, including farm
fresh bacon for bacon bits.

Matthew Wiktor named to SNHU's Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH -
Matthew Wiktor of Hardwick
was named to the Southern New
Hampshire University Dean’s List
for his academic achievements

during the winter 2023 term.
Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a minimum
grade-point average of 3.500 to
3.699 for the reporting term are

named to the Dean’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning 12
credits over each 16-week term or
paired eight-week terms grouped in
fall, winter/spring and summer.

Plant sale beneflts'
Pathfinder

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer
mgusmao @turley.com

PALMER - Pathfinder Tech’s
annual plant sale drew huge
crowds recently, as the school’s
Horticulture Department raised
funds for an upcoming field trip.

As Pathfinder was going
through its accreditation pro-
cess, as it does every 10 years,
the horticulture department was
unable to hold the sale Wednesday
through Friday as they usually do
— which meant that Saturday was
“crazy,” according to Horticulture
Instructor Lynn Dupuis.

“The parking lot was full, peo-
ple were waiting in line,” Dupuis
said. “I’m thrilled everybody came
out.”

The horticulture department
is currently planning to take 14
students on an overnight trip to
Pennsylvania, which Dupuis said
was partially funded by this week-
end’s sale.

“We’re going to try and do that
every year,” said Dupuis, “They’re
going to be seeing gardens they
might never see if they don’t leave
Massachusetts.”

Growing for the plant sale
began back as far December, so
the plants can start flowering in
time for the sale. The students
then had to take care of the plants,
pruning the buds throughout the
year to build up to the sale.

“I think the kids did a great job,
they worked really hard,” Dupuis
said, “It was mostly freshmen and
juniors that did most of the work
this year, and they did a fantastic
job. The kids have to water and
fertilize the plants, they have to go
in and take care of them and keep
the greenhouse clean.”

Dupuis described introducing
bugs into the greenhouses to eat
pests that might harm the plants.
“The students do all that, they put
up the little hangers for them.”

Dupuis is one of two teachers
in Pathfinder’s horticulture depart-
ment, with each teaching two
grades. Dupuis said that the school
is currently in the process of hiring
a new teacher in the fall, replacing
a previous teacher who had retired.

“When we get ready for the
sale, the kids do a lot of the adver-
tising,” Dupuis said. “They get the
signs made up and ready to go, so
when people get here they’re ready
to help them. The younger kids
aren’t as knowledgeable about the
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Horticulture students (from left) Jack Mahan, Bryant Bressette,
Nicholas Pfister, Anthony Clark, and Jacob Longo, pictured in the

greenhouse.

plants as the older ones, so they
work together, which is nice.”

The school often coordinates
with local garden clubs so students
can help them do flower arrange-
ments.

Paraprofessional Jessica Clough (left) and MacKenzie Fulton work

the register for the event.

“They’re learning to talk to
people and to use their trade, and
teaching people who come in that
don’t know plants. Some peo-
ple come in and absolutely have
no idea, but the kids do, so they
explain it to them and tell them
how they should be taking care of
the plants.”

Pathfinder students will often
do horticulture projects around
town as well, said Dupuis.

“We pick jobs according to
what they’re being taught, so we’ll
do jobs for community members
as they put them through. We can’t
do a whole bunch of lawn clean-
ups, but we’ll do different types of
pruning,” said Dupuis.

“I’'m just really proud of them,
they did an excellent job this year,”
said Dupuis. “They worked really
hard.”

“Next year we’ll do things a lit-
tle differently,” Dupuis said, saying
that the school plans to have two
registers inside to speed up traffic.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it
appears. This paper will not
be responsible for more than
one corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any error in
an advertisement to a greater
extent than the cost of the
space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Your Safety is Our Top Priority

RS #1688

¢ All vehicles are sanitized before
and after repairs

91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 283-6403 www.nescoautobody.com

¢ Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available
¢ Collision Specialists

Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e
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SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
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¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
¢ Stump Grinding

¢ Bobcat Work

¢ Lot Clearing ® Storm work
¢ Furnace Wood

* Firewood $300/cord -
¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR

¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119 » C: 978-888-1693

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References

LOCAL
KEYTONE
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Save Up To

25% OFF
Retail Prices

Call DD 413-813-2391

| NEW

| ENGLAND
MOTEL
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NOW AVAILABLE
LOCAL VENUE

Perfect location for Graduation Parties
Jack and Jill - Family Reunions
Corporate Outing = Weddings

= 3 Large Pavilions
6500 Sq. Ft. Each

10 Motel Rooms
= 40 Campsites

AT

Bealers’s

30 Palmer Rd
Brimfield, MA 01010
508-347-2179

Plenty of Parking

Conveniently located on Route 20
between Palmer and Sturbridge.
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From asparaqus to zucchini

Grange presents
season’s first
gardening workshop

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer
Dgagnon@turley.com

WARE - Guest presenter
Roberta McQuaid shared tips and
techniques for successful vegetable
growing and harvesting at the Ware
Grange’s first gardening workshop
of the season.

The Ware Grange is a non-profit
fraternal organization that supports
agriculture, education and the local
community, and is “always looking
for new members,” said Secretary
Randy Vaill Jr.

Last Friday’s presentation
afforded attendees an opportuni-
ty to learn about caring for pro-
duce anywhere from asparagus and
broccoli to garlic and tomatoes,
just in time for warm weather.

McQuaid, a Stockbridge School
of Agriculture UMass Ambherst
Alumni, said she chose some of
her favorite produce to share with
the audience.

Of the 14 plants discussed,
McQuaid said tomatoes, peppers
and winter squashes are some of
the most beginner friendly growing
options.

For tomatoes, McQuaid sug-
gested anyone wanting to start
their plants early sow them indoors
the third week of March.

After moving them outside,
McQuaid suggested planting them
deep, supporting them and keeping
plants 18 inches to two feet away
from one another.

For those considering growing
eggplants or peppers, McQuaid
recommended using a black plastic
bag over the soil to warm things
up as these plants “like it hot” and
reminded the audience to water
well.

R A T

(Turley Publications Photos
by Dallas Gagnon)

Shown are a few of Roberta
McQuaid’s personal seedlings.

While McQuaid highly recom-
mended butternut squash because
of their “resilience,” another rea-
son she fancied the butternut was
because her mother planted them
frequently while she was growing
up.
“My mother always cultivat-
ed a love of gardening for us...I
remember being, like, 4-years-old
with my plastic watering can in the
garden,” said McQuaid.

She added when she was young,
she remembered visiting a friend’s
house whose mother had an abun-
dance of hanging plants and herbs,
which she enjoyed.

For the past five to six years,
McQuaid said she has been pre-
senting the gardening workshops at
the Grange.

“The Ware Grange has always
had a special place in my heart...
We always entered our flowers in
the Grange fair,” said McQuaid.

With nearly 30 attendees at the
presentation, Vaill said McQuaid
“always seems to draw quite a
crowd.”

Roberta McQuaid brought sev-
eral of her own vegetables to
show attendees how her pro-
duce turns out.

While everyone left with an
information packet listing growing
techniques and preservation tips,
the information may be especially
useful for beginner gardeners who
took home door prizes.

Some door prizes attendees
left with include cabbage, pepper
and tomato seedlings. Others won
seeds for produce such as corn.

According to Vaill, workshops
hosted by the Grange are made
possible by grants awarded by the
Massachusetts State Grange.

A series of upcoming events
include a “herbal tid-bits” work-
shop on June 9, a pollinator gar-
den workshop on June 30 and the
annual Grange Fair, Aug. 25 and
26.

Workshops and regular busi-
ness meetings are held at 7 p.m.
at the Grange hall, located on 297
Belchertown Road.

For those interested in joining,
regular business meetings for the
organization are held the third
Monday of every month and are
open to the public.

Ware's town wide tag sale is set for June 17

WARE - Getting ready for
spring? Time to clean out the
garage and have a tag sale!

You can do it and help raise
funds to support the restoration of
the Ware Center Meeting House at
the same time by calling Marty at
413-512-9258.

To get your address on the
map, write a check for $15, pay-
able to the Ware Center Meeting
House and send it by June 14 it
to P.O. Box 1401 in Ware, MA
01082.

They will make a map with all
the addresses on it, advertise, and

tack up critical signs on the day
of the event. You will just need to
set up and get ready for the cus-
tomers.

The tag sale will be held on
Saturday, June 17 from 8:30 a.m.-
3 p.m.
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Students are shown playing on the kindergarten to third grade playscape.
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equipment was on backorder for a
few weeks.

Construction began shortly after
April vacation, with the kinder-
garten through third grade play-
ground completed May 8, and the
preschool playground completed
May 18.

Iwasinski said they initially
thought it would only take a week
for the playground to be built.

“Shutting down the playground
for a month was a pretty big deal
around here,” said Iwasinski.

Since reopening, Iwasinski said
she noticed “the swings were a big
hit,” especially the saucers.

Many students wait in line or
do their best to fit everyone on the
saucer at once.

Third grade Student Council
member Averie Horn said her
favorite additions are the saucer
swing and the obstacle course,
though she likes the monkey bars
too.

Unlike the previous playground,
“this one you can go on every-
thing,” said Horn.

The preschoolers have never had
a playground before, and are used
to playing on donated play houses
and kiddie slides.

Preschool teacher Erin Walsh
said the playground has been very
beneficial for the students.

“It gets a lot of non-verbal stu-
dents involved...helps initiate play-
based learning,” said Walsh.

Even the padded track around
the playscape has been a nice addi-
tion for students, as Walsh said it is
“more organized play” and the kids
use it for tag.

fits of a nice playground extend
beyond play and help assist learn-
ing, including assisting children
learn their fine and gross motor
skills.

“They learn many skills by
playing...the main skills include
cooperation with others, taking
turns and social skills,” said Biron.

She added it is especially
important for young children who
were exposed to COVID regula-
tions as they may not have had that
social exposure.

“It’s nice for the commu-
nity too...we used to travel to
Belchertown for a playground
because there was really nothing
here,” said Biron.

Biron said she brought her
daughter to the park recently after a

(Turley Publications Photo by Dallas Gagnon)
Shown is another angle of the preschool playground, displaying sev-
eral slides, an obstacle course and a bridge for tots to play on.

soccer game.

Iwasinski said the playgrounds
were paid for using Elementary
and Secondary School Emergency
Relief funds.

“When we learned there was
potentially some COVID funds
available to get this project off the
ground, we began working on some
blueprints with several playground
companies,” said Iwasinski.

“From there, we presented sev-
eral playground schemes to the
School Committee and asked for
their feedback... Price was a major
factor,” Iwasinski said.

Biron added the school plans to
add cameras and lights to have a
better safety and security operation.

“It’s a great addition to both the
school and community,” said Biron.

Four Ways
To Use Cash Wisely

There has been a lot of talk about a “cashless” society, but it’s not
here yet. In fact, cash can still be a valuable element of your overall
financial picture — if you employ it wisely. But how?

Consider these four key uses of cash:

* Everyday spending - Of course, you need sufficient cash on
hand to pay for your cost of living — mortgage, debt payments, utilities,
groceries, etc. You'll likely rely on your savings or checking accounts to
pay for these needs.

* Unexpected expenses and emergencies — It’s never a bad idea to
establish a monthly budget. But, as you know, life is unpredictable — and
sometimes you may encounter “budget-busting” expenses, such as a
major home repair or a large medical bill. If you haven’t planned for these
costs, you might be forced to dip into your long-term investments, such as
your IRA and 401(k), which can result in taxes, penalties and less money
for your retirement. A better alternative is to prepare in advance by
building an emergency fund containing up to six months’ worth of living
expenses in cash, or at least in a highly liquid account, held separately
from your regular checking or savings account so you won’t inadvertently
spend the money.

* Short-term savings goal — When you are investing for a long-term
goal — especially retirement — you will likely need to own a reasonable
percentage of growth-oriented vehicles, such as stocks and stock-based
mutual funds. The value of these investments will fluctuate, so, if it’s
possible, you’ll want to avoid selling them when their price is down —
which may make them unsuitable for short-term goals. But if you're
aiming for a goal that you want to achieve in a year or so — a wedding,
a long vacation, and so on — you’ll want to be sure a specific amount of
money is there for you when you need it. Consequently, you’ll want to
put away cash for this type of goal, possibly in a short-term savings or
investment vehicle that might pay somewhat higher interest than a regular
checking/savings account.

* Source of investment — In regard to your longer-term investment
strategy, cash can play two important roles. First, it can serve as its own
asset class, alongside other classes, such as stocks and fixed-income
vehicles. Unlike these other classes — especially stocks and stock-based
mutual funds — cash won’t fluctuate in value, so it can potentially help
lessen the impact of market volatility on your portfolio. And second,
having the cash available in your portfolio gives you the opportunity to
quickly take advantage of other investment opportunities that may occur.
And you may be able to use your existing investments to help replenish
the cash in your portfolio. For example, if you choose to take stock
dividends in cash, these dividends can be “swept” into your brokerage
account and held there until you're ready to invest them. (However,
depending on your comprehensive financial strategy, it may be a good
move to simply reinvest the dividends into the same stocks or stock
funds.) Keep in mind that you won’t want your investment accounts to
contain too much cash, as its purchasing power can erode due to inflation.

By managing your cash efficiently, and putting it to work in different
ways, you can gain some key benefits — and you’ll help yourself to keep

moving toward your short- and long-term goals.
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SOCIAL SECURITY from page 4

your Social Security claiming strategy over worries
about Social Security’s solvency.

Let me further allay your fears by explaining what
would hypothetically happen in the worst case sce-
nario, if Congress doesn’t act and Trust Funds are
depleted. If that were to occur, when the reserves
are depleted in about 2033, everyone would face an
across-the-board benefit cut.

Social Security can’t go bankrupt because there
would still be about 175 million workers contributing
to the program but, since Social Security by law can
only pay benefits from revenue received, everyone’s
benefit would be reduced by about 23%, according to
the Trustees.

Every beneficiary would still get benefits, but only
to the extent available from income received. Which
brings me to your specific question — whether it is still
wise to wait until age 70 to claim or to claim your ben-
efits now.

Ask yourself this question: which would result in a
larger monthly payment, a 23% cut to your age 70 S.S.
payment amount or a 23% cut to your current benefit
amount? The answer, of course, is that your monthly
payment would be more if you stay with your current
strategy and wait until age 70 to claim a plan, which
I assume you developed considering your current
financial needs as well as your life expectancy, both of
which are very important to that decision.

Again, I do not believe the worst case scenario
will happen. Congress already knows how to restore
Social Security to full solvency, and they will almost
certainly act in time to avoid an across the board cut to
everyone’s benefit.

The Association of Mature American Citizens has
proposed legislation which would restore the Social
Security program to full solvency for generations with-
out raising payroll taxes, a summary of which people
can review by visiting www.amac.us/social-security.
AMAC has provided this proposal to various members
of Congress for consideration.

This article is intended for information purposes
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the
Association Mature American Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social
Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any
other governmental entity.

To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor @amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.



COMRADES
AND FRIENDS

By Hank Houghton,
Vietnam veteran

The sky is gray; the wind does
howl; and the rain falls like

My tears,

Thoughts from my head; tears
from my heart; and aching so
deep inside,

Oh! How this day brings back
the memories of a friend that I
once knew,

I can see his face in the swirling
clouds; and hear his voice in
the wind,

“Airborne” he screams; and
“All the Way” “No Slack” 1
respond,

For this was the motto of com-
rades in Vietnam,

So young were we when sent to
fight in a far away jungle hell,

A time for fear; a place of death,
twelve months and more we
must

Survive,

But home we did come, not
many of us; to hunt and fish
and laugh,

Our friendships grew and the
sun did shine and the years
they did

Pass,

Years of friendship, a bondage
of love, brothers we were
indeed,

And then one day the skies
turned gray; and our friend-
ship did come

To an end,

The rain is falling harder now;
the lightning cracks in my
head;

The aching deep inside of me;
the tears of brothers dead,

I hear the volleys from the rifles;
and watch them fold the flag,
A folded flag; a friendship gone;
Oh, how I’ll miss you so; but

ru

Always cherish the memories
that made our friendship grow,

So; until that day when they
fold my flag and we chance to
meet again;

This is Hank signing off; I love
you Comrades and Friends!

Memorial Day /4.

Judith Kalaora presents
story of first woman soldier

By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent

RUTLAND - Last month, the
Rutland Historical Society and the
Rutland Cultural Counsel spon-
sored a very special performance at
the Rutland Public Library written
and performed by Judith Kalaora
the Founder and Artistic Director of
“History at Play” a theatrical orga-
nization with a highly respected
national reputation and a growing
international one.

Her vision in 2010 was to bring
to life the lives of influential but
sometimes forgotten figures in his-
tory, particularly women.

Following an introduction
by Rutland’s Historical Society
President, Shelia Jenkins, to an
audience of history lovers, Miss
Deborah Sampson, played by
Kalaora, came into view. Instantly,
the audience realized they were
about to witness history in the mak-
ing. Deborah was dressed in the
kind of garments worn by women
of modest means replete with
undergarments under a wool gown.
She wore a tight corset molding her
feminine form with the obligatory
bustle in the back to add fullness
and support the layers of drapery
underneath. Her lace petticoat was
visible in the front.

For over an hour Miss Sampson
spoke without a break or word out
of place. She would change her
clothes three times effortlessly
while still engaging the audience
with her personal story. A story that
was quite remarkable as everyone
would soon learn.

Deborah Sampson was born in
1760 in Plympton. One of seven
children to parents, who were
descendants of preeminent Puritan
leaders. Her father was related to
Myles Standish and her mother
was the granddaughter of Governor
William Bradford.

That lineage was no advantage
in this new world, however. The
Sampson family struggled finan-

Drawings of Deborah Sampson as a woman and as a soldier.

cially. When her father failed to
return from a sea voyage, her moth-
er, with little source of income,
could not take care of the family.
She was forced to place her chil-
dren in different households. At
age 10, Deborah found herself
farmed out as an indentured ser-
vant to Deacon Thomas, a farmer in
Middleborough with a large family.
Deborah was their servant until age
18 at which time her obligation was
fulfilled.

Though not content with her
status, she made the best of it.
She told how she would learn as
much as she could from the boys,
who were being taught in the
local school house. She learned to
read and write quite well, in fact.
She worked on the farm, but also
became an accomplished seam-
stress by the time she was 13.
Having done a good job to educate
herself she even taught school at
age 20 during summer sessions in
1779 and 1780 and doing her weav-
ing at night.

In 1782, the Revolutionary War,
which began in 1775, raged on.
Besides being intelligent, indepen-
dent and ambitious, Deborah was
seeking adventure. This was her
country and she learned through her
own experience the value of being

independent and self-reliant. Like
many soldiers in the Continental
Army, she was inspired by the writ-
ten words of Thomas Paine.

Since it was a criminal offense
in those days to pretend to be a man
in uniform regardless of the reason,
Deborah disguised herself as a man
named Robert Shurtleff. She joined
the Fourth Massachusetts Regiment
and fought in several battles
including the siege of Yorktown.
Wounded multiple times, she was
always fearful of being discovered.
She once went in the woods and
used her skills to sew her wound
after removing the musket ball that
caused it.

She often volunteered to be a
scout in front of the infantry to
remain separate from the main
army as much as possible. As
Robert Shurtleff, she received com-
mendations and rank. However,
after Yorktown she came down
with a fever and put under med-
ical care at West Point. The doc-
tor taking care of her soon realized
that, Sergeant Robert Shurtleff was
a woman, not a man. Fortunately,
he did not tell anyone. But he was
able to help get her honorably dis-
charged, as a man.

Deborah went on to marry and
had three children with her hus-

-

WORLD WAR 1
Earl F. Howe
Ralph J. St. Germain
Raymond E. Parsons

5 Henry West
Erwin Patrill
s Fred W. Sharpe

James L. Burns

Arthur Berube

WORLD WAR 1
Walter P. Bernat
Stephen J. Bielaszka
Henry Blyskal
Francis H. Boisclair
Edward J. Bubon
Ernest R. Derosier

Raymond A. Desforges

Richard Dunham
William E. Eldredge
Edwin P. Fafara
Robert P. Gariepy
Albin J. Gaj
Roman W. Guzik
Fred B. Hale
James Haley
Herbert W. Hurst
Joseph W. Jezyk
John J. Konicki
Francis A. Koziol
James Lee
Emile M. Lignar
Paul E. Malboeuf
Arthur Mercure
William L. Merrill
Joseph Miskiewicz
Henry Mucha

Wesley A. Nelson
Julian S. Niemiec
Henry M. Nowicki
Francis J. Pajak
Joseph E. Palys
Fredrick J. Piszczek
Nathan J. Starodoj
Kazimierz M. Rymarski
Joseph P. Pendergast
William F. Quirk
Samuel J. Taylor
Francis J. Sherby J-

VIETNAM WAR
Roland A. Provencal
William F. Seveney
Alfred L. Jasnocha

John A. Boronski
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Photos by Eric Goodhart

Judith Kalaora, founder and artistic director of “History a Play,” por-
trays the first woman soldier Deborah Sampson.

band. She did not receive a mili-
tary pension until two years after
the war when she met Paul Revere.
Revere was an accomplished silver-
smith in Boston who attempted to
ride to Concord April 19, 1775 to
warn the citizens the British were
coming. Unfortunately, the British
arrested him in Arlington within an
hour.

Posthumously, Revere lives on
in history because a poet named
Longfellow in 1860 took poet-
ic license and wrote “listen my
children and you shall hear, the
midnight ride of Paul Revere.” It
rhymed. Deborah Sampson and oth-
ers of her day did not know how
famous Revere would become. But
she appreciated the connections he
had.

Revere was her hero because
he shared Deborah’s true heroic
contributions during the war with
Massachusetts governor, John
Hancock and was able to get her a

state pension for her rank and ser-
vice of $4 a month. In 2023 dollars,
that would be $48 a month.

In 1785 Deborah became a
very popular speaker in the East
often dressed in uniform. She was
the first woman to be a regimen-
tal soldier in the army and a lec-
turer in the United States. Though
it would be more than a century
before women got the right to vote
in 1920, no one can dispute that
Deborah Sampson’s drive and patri-
otic commitment to make a differ-
ence set off one of the sparks that
eventually became a fire leading to
independence for all women.

This and other important per-
formances are being performed in
towns throughout Massachusetts
and the nation year around.
Schools, of course, are a terrif-
ic venue for them. To check out
where and when, people may visit
the “Events” page at their website
http://www.historyatplay.com.




Page 8, Ware River News, May 25, 2023

.-.I'l, %

'5.'1«,; ks

' ke [ o i A
U i A

(Turley Publications Photos by Single Shot Photo)
Hardwick

JEFFERY & JEFFERY INC.

Deputy Tax Collectors

137 Main Street ¢ PO Box 720
Ware, MA 01082-0720

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

413-967-9941

www.jefferyandjeffery.com g

2022 Jeep Gladiator Overland
Stock number #177421 $50,735

Enjo& discounted prices on these beautiful
pre-owned Jeep Wranglers just in time for the summer heat!

Memorial Day
ceremonies and events

x

Sunday, May 28
WARREN

Warren will observe Memorial Day with a parade
and ceremony in both Warren and West Warren. As in
year’s past, the town will note this day of reflection
beginning at 1 p.m. at St. Paul’s Cemetery.

A ceremony will also be held in West Warren at
Veterans’ Park.

WARE

A Memorial Day commemoration will be held
at Quabbin Park Cemetery from 10 a.m.-noon.
Refreshments will be offered at 10 a.m. and the parade
and services begin at 11 a.m.

No registration required and the public is welcome

Like communities across the United States, the
towns of the Swift River Valley commemorated their
war dead each year on Memorial Day until the towns’
demise in 1938. Since 1947, Quabbin Park Cemetery
has been the center of Memorial Day services for the
four towns.

Please join the Friends of Quabbin, the Swift
River Historical Society, the Veterans Council
of Belchertown, Chauncey D. Walker Post #239,
American Legion and the staff of the DCR Quabbin
Reservoir for this annual service.

The Ware Historical Society will present the 13th
Annual Ware Remembers Ceremony at 6 p.m. at the
Ware Center Meeting House.

This lovely and moving ceremony, at the first town
hall and the first church in Ware, will be held on
Memorial Day weekend to honor loved ones, military
and civilian, residents from Ware and elsewhere, living
and deceased.

Memorial Day Tribute
1(rering 1D p)be Getved and

Remembering Those Who
Made the Ultimate Sacrifice

HARDWICK

The town will observe Memorial Day throughout
the various villages.

Please note after Wheelwright, the times are
approximate and may be earlier than stated.

The ceremony will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the World
War II memorial in Wheelwright, Barre Road.

At approximately 10 a.m., the ceremony will con-
tinue near the Civil War memorial on the Common.
After services there and at the Revolutionary War cem-
etery adjacent to the old Town Hall, reassembly will be
at the Hardwick Cemetery across from the Highway
barn.

The ceremony will then continue to Gilbertville,
meeting at St. Aloysius cemetery, Upper Church Street

at approximately 11 a.m., ending at the World War I
memorial, Route 32, Main Street around 11:30 a.m.

Monday, May 29

WARE

The parade will line-up at 12:30 p.m. at the
American Legion hall, 45 Maple St., and step-off at 1
p-m. The parade will proceed to Veterans’ Park on Main
Street for a ceremony.

The featured speaker this year is Gold Star mother,
Pat Boynton.

Following the ceremony, parade participants are
invited to return to the American Legion for a luncheon
of American chop suey and salad.

®

WIRE & CABLE CO., INC.

In Memory of Many, in Honor of All
Your Bravery and Service
Will Never Be Forgotten

PROUDLY
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10 Maple St. Ware, MA 01082
www.quabbin.com

2023 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Stock number #703672 $48,115

Come and visit us WWW-gUZikmOtors-com

Guzik Motor
Sales, Inc.

NO MISLEADING ADS...NO GIMMICKS...NO EXTRA FEES...THE LOWEST INTEREST RATES...FREE LOANER CARS

EAST MAIN STREET,
RTES. 9 & 32, WARE

Just Over the West Brookfield Line
(413) 967-4210  800-793-2078
www.guzikmotors.com

Country Auto Body, Inc.

*  GRATEFUL *
APPRECIATION
¥ FORALL ™
WHO HAVE SERVED,
YOU ARE
REMEMBERED.

Propane ¢ Interstate Batteries In Stock

All Name Brand Tires Available

Full Auto Body
Mechanical Service

www.countryautotirecenter.com

69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield
508-867-9736
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413-967-3327

143 West Street, Ware

To our men and women in

uniform, past, present, and

future, God bless you and
thank you.

CHARBONNEAU FUNERAL HOME
Ware, MA 01082
charbonneaufh.com
413-967-5281

VARNUM FUNERAL HOME, INC.
West Brookfield, MA 01585
varnumfuneralhome.com
508-867-2885

Marc A. Varnum, Associates
and Staff

Moulton
Insurance
Salutes
All Who
Have Served

Our Great
Country

45 North Main Street, Belchertown
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—If everything goes
according to plan Brady Guimond
will be playing at least 50 more
games for the Ware High School
varsity baseball team.

Brian Guimond, who’s cur-
rently the varsity baseball coach
at Quaboag Regional, is looking
forward to watching his oldest son
play baseball during the next three
years.

The father and son met for the
second time in a varsity baseball
game last Wednesday night.

The Cougars, who posted a 5-0
home victory against the Indians a
year ago, made the short bus ride to
Memorial Field in Ware looking to
celebrate another victory.

After taking a 4-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning with a
little bit of help from the Cougars
defense, Brady Guimond and his
teammates were the ones doing the
celebrating following an 8-3 non-
league win.

“It feels great to beat my
father’s team for the first time,”
said Brady Guimond, who was the
Indians starting shortstop. “This
was a very special night for me and
my teammates. My father coached
all of us until we got to high
school. I could’ve gone to Quaboag
and played baseball for him, but

I’'m glad that I decided to stay here.
All my friends are here, and this is
where I feel like I should be.”

Brian Guimond, who grad-
uvated from Ware High School
in 1993, has been coaching the
Cougars varsity baseball team for
the past 17 years. He’s planning
to retire at the end of this season.
“I love baseball and I love coach-
ing, but it’s getting harder and
harder for me,” Coach Guimond
said. “Brady will be a sophomore
next year and I would like to watch
a few more of his baseball games.
Ware plays a lot of home night
games, which works out perfectly
for me, but I do miss most of their
road games. This could’ve been the
final father-son match-up.”

Longtime Ware head coach
Scott Slattery never had to coach
a game against either of his sons.
Devin and Dillon Slattery were
both outstanding baseball players at
Ware High School.

“It would be very difficult for
me to coach against my sons,”
Coach Slattery said. “Brian is a
great guy and he’s probably one of
my biggest assets. He coaches the
Ware players during the summer.
This is a fun rivalry game.”

Brian Guimond and Slattery
were teammates on the 1991 Ware
baseball team, which defeated
Frontier Regional in the Division
3 Western Mass. champion-

Nathan Kaczuwka jumps to grab
this hot shot at third, then fires
to first to get his man.

ship game. The Indians then lost
to Norton High School in extra
innings in the state finals.

While Ware has already
clinched a berth in this year’s
Division 5 state tournament,
Quaboag is hoping to be one of the

Please see WARE, page 10

Photos by Jack Cascio NEAPsmugmug.com
Matt Tiberii was in incredible form as he fires from the
mound.

Panthers complete the walk-off against Gardner
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Goalie Gianluca Cerosimo kicks the ball away.

Pioneers open regular
campaign with win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Alec Hughes
scored ten goals for the UMass
men’s soccer team as a junior. The
forward has netted almost half
that many goals in the Western
Mass. Pioneers first two regular
season matches.

Hughes scored a pair of goals
in the season opening shutout vic-
tory at the Boston Bolts on May
16. He added two more goals to
his stat sheet in the home open-
er, as the Pioneers celebrated a
3-0 win over Pathfinder FC on a
miserable, rainy night at Lusitano
Stadium last Saturday.

“I had never played a match
at this stadium before last week’s
friendly, so scoring two goals
in the home opener is very spe-
cial for me,” said Hughes, who’s
from Glastonbury, Connecticut.
“Despite the rain, we still had a
very good crowd here tonight. I
can’t wait to see the atmosphere at
this stadium on a nice night. I just
want to do anything that I can to
help me team win.”

Ben Brewster, who’s the asso-
ciate head coach of the UMass
men’s soccer team, recommended
Hughes to Pioneers head coach
Federico Molinari. Brewster,
who’s a former Pioneers play-
er, also coaches the club’s USL
Academy boys’ team.

“I was very impressed with
Alec when I watched him play for
UMass last year,” Molinari said.
“He’s a key player for us, but we
need everyone to contribute in
order to have a successful team.”

Rodrigo Saraiva de Castro
sends a quick touch away.

Hughes, who played for
Hartford City a year ago, thinks
playing for the Pioneers will help
him prepare for his senior season
at UMass.

“We have several players from
several different countries on this
team,” Hughes added. “It’s also
a little bit higher level than the
Hartford team that I played for
last summer.”

The Pioneers, who are look-
ing to qualify for the USL League
Two playoffs for the fourth time
since 2019, had several scoring
chances during the first 45 min-
utes, but the contest was still
scoreless at halftime.

Please see PIONEERS, page 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Two weeks after the
Quabbin varsity softball team cel-
ebrated their first victory of the
regular season with a blowout win
against the Gardner Wildcats, the
second meeting between the Mid-
Wach League rivals was a much
closer affair.

The Lady Panthers, who were
trailing, 5-1, entering the bottom of
the fourth inning, battled back on
senior day for an exciting 6-5 walk
off victory over the Lady Wildcats,
last Thursday afternoon.

Senior catcher Tori Brewer
delivered the game winning hit
with a single into right field with
one-out in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning.

“Tori has been a very consis-
tent hitter all season long,” said
Quabbin head coach Chris Nosek.
“Every time that she steps into the
batter’s box, you always feel like
she’s going to deliver a base hit. It
was her first game winning hit in
the two years that she’s been play-
ing for the varsity softball team.”

The Lady Panthers, who are in
the rebuilding process this spring,
finished the regular season with a

2-14 record. They were scheduled
to host Leicester High School in a
non-playoff game on Wednesday
afternoon.

Brewer, along with classmates,
Brynn Adams, who starts in cen-
ter field, and Sydney Giorgi, who
starts at first base, were honored in
a ceremony before the start of the
Gardner game.

“All three of our seniors have
been outstanding captains this
year,” Nosek said. “Each of them
bring something different to the
team. We’re really going to miss
them next year.”

The score was tied 5-5 entering

the bottom of the seventh inning.
With one-out, eighth grader
Kherington Deschanes, who was
a pinch hitter, began the Lady
Panthers rally with a double to
center field. Then sophomore right
fielder Jordan Blanchard hit a pop-
up that landed close to the first
base line. Instead of letting the ball
roll into foul territory, a Gardner
player touched the ball on the line
putting runners at the corners.
Following a walk to junior Mady
Breault, which loaded the bases,
Brewer (3-for-4) stepped into the

Please see PANTHERS, page 11
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BARRE - With the 2023 season
waning, the young Quabbin Regional
High School baseball team’s offense
led them to their first win of the reg-
ular season. Last Thursday afternoon,
Quabbin defeated Worcester North 12-2.
The Panthers improved to 1-14 for the

first wi
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Nick Warburton catches a runner at first base.
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Colton Wells leads off the first with a single.

Matt Sands beats out the play.

See more Unified track*'ﬂ'
photos on Page 10. -
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Photo by Ray Duffy
Max Mazeika throws the shot put.

Unified track
hosts meet

BARRE - Quabbin Regional
High School has been privileged
to host Unified Track for the sec-
ond consecutive season. The pro-
gram has been an incredible suc-
cess and Quabbin has also been
the host school for a league meet
among teams in the area.

i Digital
s’ Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of

our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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UNIFIED TRACK

Livy Gregory is assisted by Julie Mcintyre

setting up for a javelin throw.
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Athlete of the Month

John Mumper
Ware High School

umper would go the distance
for Ware in a win over rival
Quaboag last Wednesday night.

To nominate someone for Athlete
of the Week, contact Managing Sports
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-
8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gsci-
belli@turley.com.
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Gavin Majoy launches the javelin while
Simon Gregory looks on.

Sam Breault takes her turn with the throw.

Photos by Ray Duffy

Valley Blue Sox in need of local host families

HOLYOKE - The Valley
Blue Sox is still searching for a
few host families for the 2023
season.

To be a host family, all you
need is a private room for the
player to stay in, food options,
and access to a kitchen.

In return, 2023 volunteer host

families will receive:

Free general admission to all
Valley Blue Sox home and

away games .
Food vouchers for every
home game .

Transportation and ticket free

to the Boston Red Sox game
on June 12

Free clinics for any house-
hold member ages 6-13
Special Host Family recogni-
tion event

40% discount on all mer-
chandise

Season-long access to our
live-game radio

Access to our fan bus to an
away game to be determined

If you are interested in being
a host family, please contact
mattd @valleybluesox.com for
more information.
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WARE from page 9

top 32 ranked teams, which will
automatically qualify for them the
Division 5 state tournament.

The Cougars (7-9), who
are members of the Southern
Worcester Country League, were
ranked 21st in the latest power
rankings. The only other SWCL
team in Division 5 is David Prouty.

“This was a very important
Division 5 game for us, but we
just didn’t play very well” coach
Guimond said. “We have three
regular season games remaining
and we’re hoping to qualify for the
state tournament.”

The Indians (14-4), who won
their last seven home games, were
ranked ninth in the power rankings.
They also finished in a three-way
tie for first place with Southwick
and South Hadley in the Suburban
Central league standings.

“Nobody expected us to be 14-4
this year,” Slattery said. “We also
get to hang a league title banner in
our gym.”

The Indians, who are taking part
in the Western Mass tournament
this week, scored four unearned
runs against Quaboag senior righty
Drew Martinez in their first at-bats
of last Wednesday’s contest, which
was played on a cool evening.

Junior John Mumper, who was
the Indians starting pitcher, got
things started by reaching first base
following a fielding error by the
shortstop. Then sophomore third

LOWER PRICES
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Brasen Sauriol connects on this swing.

baseman Nathan Kaczuwka hit a
foul pop-up which wasn’t caught
by the first baseman, and he wound
up drawing a walk. Junior catch-
er Dylan Sutkaitis (2-for-3) drove
home the game’s first run with a
single into left field. Two more
runs crossed the plate when junior
DH Octavio Cotaj lined a single to
left field. Freshman first baseman
Kyle Kaczuwka, who also reached
base on a fielding error, scored the
fourth run on a wild pitch.

“The atmosphere here is a lot

o!

USDA S .
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different than we’re used to. It was
also our first night game of the sea-
son,” coach Guimond said. “I told
my players all week that they need-
ed to come here ready to play, but
it didn’t happen in the first inning.
They scored four runs, which put
us in a hole right away. You can’t
do that against a very good base-
ball team like Ware.”

Quaboag junior Ryan Fernandez
hit a double down the left field line
leading off the top of the second.
He scored when senior catcher
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Jack McKeever connects on this
swing.

Brendan Burke lined a shot off the
shortstop glove for an error.

Burke and Ware senior center-
fielder Jack Autcher will be team-
mates on the W.PI. football team
in the fall. The only other senior
listed on the Indians varsity base-
ball roster is Owen Welsh, who’s
the starting left fielder.

The Indians left the bases load-
ed in the second inning and stan-
dard another runner in scoring
position in the third.

Martinez suffered an injury with
out in the bottom of the third. He
was replaced on the mound by
junior righty Matt Tiberii.

The home team put two more
runs on the left field scoreboard
with one out in the fourth inning.
Sutkaitis drove home the first run
of the frame with a double to right
field. Kyle Kaczuwka followed
with an RBI single to left field.

The Indians added a pair of
runs in the sixth on RBI singles by
Nathan and Kyle Kaczuwka.

Ryan Fernandez stretches to the extreme at first.

Other than giving up the
unearned run in the second inning,
Mumper, who’s the Indians ace,
had things under control on the
mound during the first six innings.
The righty did get himself into a
little bit of trouble in the bottom
of the seventh. The Cougars plated
a pair of runs on back-to-back sin-
gles by Tiberii and senior second
baseman Chase Potvin (2-for-4).

Sophomore centerfielder
Brasen Sauriol also had two base
hits for the visitors from Warren.
Mumper, who went the distance,
wound up allowing three runs
on seven hits while recording
11 strikeouts. He issued just two
walks.

“I thought John pitched a great
game tonight,” Slattery said. “He
was getting a lot of strikes with his
curveball in the middle innings. He
threw mostly fastballs in the final
inning. They were able to score a
couple of runs against him.”

Owen Welsh sends this shot deep.
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July 22......Escape to Rockport.....
Sept. 9....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest...... $99
Sept. 16...Funny Girl at PPAC......
Sept. 23...Johnny Mathis in Concert............. $130
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Share the Adventure with us soon!
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Bonsignore gets the checkered flag at Riverhead

RIVERHEAD, N.Y. — A clas-
sic short-track battle between two
of the veterans of the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour ended with
Justin Bonsignore’s 10th career
Riverhead Raceway win on Sunday
afternoon in the Buzz Chew 200.
Bonsignore started from the top
spot after scoring his 25th career
pole in qualifying and ran second
for much of the race, but was able
to roll the outside lane by Ron
Silk on a late restart to get back to
Victory Lane.

Silk led much of the race — but
a caution late stacked the field up
and gave Bonsignore another shot.
The two battled side-by-side, beat-
ing and banging during a short-
track battle in New York. Off turn
four, Bonsignore was sideways
on the outside lane, but a caution
flew for a multiple-car accident and
Bonsignore was out front, holding
the advantage for the final restart of
the 200-1ap race.

Bonsignore drove off turn four
to the checkered flag. The victory
places Bonsignore just one short
of the Whelen Modified Tour wins
record at Riverhead — 11 — held by
Mike Ewanitsko. Bonsignore will
have a chance to tie when the series
returns to Riverhead on June 24.

IINASCAR
WHELEN

MOMIFIED TOUR
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Justin Bonsignore scored a modified win at Riverhead Raceway last

weekend.

The win was also Bonsignore’s
36th career — giving him sole

possession of fourth place on
the all-time wins list on the

Whelen Modified Tour. He now
sits just seven wins short of Ted
Christopher for the top-three.

“Ron and I have been beat-
ing the heck out of each other all
year,” Bonsignore said. “The cau-
tion towards the end was good for
us. You just have to keep yourself
in these races and it fell our way
today. It’s unbelievable to get num-
ber 10 at Riverhead. I can’t thank
everyone on this team enough. It’s
a cool way to get to Victory Lane.
All of these are special. Tying
Mike has been a goal of ours for
a long time and to get this close to
the record is special. These races
never get any easier to win.”

In just six days, Justin
Bonsignore will return to the track
with the next race on the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour schedule
— the Granite State Derby at Lee
USA Speedway — on Saturday,
May 27. For more informa-
tion and tickets for the race, visit
JDVProductions.com.

For more information on Justin
Bonsignore and the Kenneth
Massa Motorsports team, visit
JustinBonsignore.com and follow
his Athlete page on Facebook for
the latest news and updates.

PIONEERS from page 9

“It was a little bit frustrating not
scoring any goals during the first
half,” said Hughes, one of the first-
year players listed on the Pioneers
roster. “We had some good scoring
opportunities, but we finally scored
in the second half.”

A little more than ten minutes
into the opening half, Western
Mass. midfielder Khalid Rose sent
a pass into the box from the right
side. A shot attempt from Tomas
Duben, who’s also a forward, was
deflected away by Pathfinder FC
goalkeeper Eirik Elvestad, who
made the diving save.

Hughes also had a couple of
headers during the first twenty min-
utes, but they either sailed wide
or were saved by Elvestad, who
finished the match with a total of
five saves.

Pathfinder FC, who played their
first match of the season, are from
the Poughkeepsie, New York area.

Down at the other end of the
field, first-year Western Mass. start-
ing goalie Gianluca Cersosimo
didn’t see very much action on the
rainy and windy night.

Cersosimo, who was a grad
student on the L.I.LU men’s soccer
team last fall, made a kick save late
in the first half. It wound up being
his only save of the match.

Cersosimo received plenty of
support from his defense, which
was led by Rodrigo Saraiva de
Castro, Gabriel Pacheco, Jared
Smith, and Nicholas Obberauch,
who’s the Pioneers captain.

Connor Hicks, who helped
the Monson boys’ varsity soccer
team win two state titles and three
Western Mass. titles during his
memorable high school career, is
another Pioneers defender. After
sitting out the season opening

L 3

Nicholas Obberauch gets the
throw-in.

match with an injury, Hicks entered
last Saturday’s contest during the
second half.

Another Monson resident listed
on the Pioneers roster is Jonathan
Murphy, who’ll be a junior on the
Boston College men’s soccer team
in the fall. Frankie D’ Agostino,
who’s also a former Pioneers play-
er, is the Eagles associate head
coach.

Ten minutes into the second
half, a shot attempt from Pioneers
forward Augustine Boadi deflected
off the far post.

Another shot by Hughes was
saved by Elvestad.

The home team finally gave
their faithful supporters something
to cheer about during the 67th min-
ute. Rose was tripped up in the box
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Alec Hughest runs up for free kick.

by a Pathfinder defender resulting
in a penalty kick.

Hughes stepped up to the line
and blasted a shot into the back of
the net giving his team a 1-0 lead.

“I just booted the ball as hard as
I could down the middle into the
back of the net. It’s always a good
feeling whenever you score a goal
and your teammates are happy for
you,” Hughes said. “I also made a
P.K. at UMass last year at Central
Connecticut.”

The Pioneers took a 2-0 lead six
minutes later.

After receiving a pass from
Rose, Boadi fired a low shot that
skipped on the wet turf into the
right corner of the net.

Rose, who’s one of the Pioneers
elder statesmen, was also credited
with the assist on the second goal

scored by Hughes during the 77th
minute.

“The rain made it very difficult
to see, so it was nice to score those
three goals in the second half,”
Rose said. “We didn’t have very
many fans here tonight, but you
could still hear them on the field.
It’s always an amazing feeling
whenever we win a match at this
stadium.”

The Pioneers are
scheduled to play a
couple of road match-
es before returning to
the friendly confines of
Lusitano Stadium to face
Black Rock FC at 7 p.m.
on June 3.

Registration open for
2023 Bay State Games

WOBURN - Registration for
the 41st annual Bay State Summer
Games is now open. The 2023
Summer Games will include
thirty sports with competitions
from June 3 to July 29 at venues
throughout eastern and central
Massachusetts including Game
On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports
Institute in Wellesley, Union Point
Sports Complex in Weymouth,
and New England Sports Center
in Marlborough. Bay State Games
participants range in age from 5
to over age 75 and represent more
than 300 Massachusetts commu-
nities as well as surrounding New
England States in some sports.
From grassroots participants to
accomplished amateur athletes,
the Bay State Games provide
opportunities for the athlete in all
of us.

Eight high school showcase
sports will take place for a vari-
ety of sports, including baseball,
basketball, field hockey, ice hock-
ey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, and
volleyball. Athletes currently
in grade 8-11 who live or go to
school in Massachusetts are eli-
gible to attend regional tryouts
during the month of June. These
tryouts will determine teams rep-
resenting the various regions of
the Commonwealth that will com-
pete against each other in July.
Check each sport page for specific
eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a
wide variety of individual sports
including swimming, track &
field, figure skating, pickleball,
wrestling, weightlifting, archery,
judo, badminton, and more. These
sports are open to a wide range of
ages and skill levels from youth
participants to masters-aged ath-
letes. Adaptive sport divisions
in archery, swimming, and track

& field are offered, as well. Bay
State Games also organizes tour-
naments for pre-existing teams in
girls lacrosse, rugby, and 6v6 field
hockey.

The 2023 Summer Games will
feature Game On in Fitchburg as
the host venue for § sports. Bay
State Games expects 1,500 ath-
letes and their families to attend
competitions at Game On during
the second week of July. “We
are excited to expand the roster
of sports being held at Game On
this year,” said Kevin Cummings,
Executive Director of the Bay
State Games. “This state-of-the-art
facility allows us to enhance the
athlete and spectator experience
and provide a true Olympic-style
multi-sport atmosphere for our
participants.”

An additional feature in 2023
is that in over a dozen sports, ath-
letes who win a gold, silver, or
bronze medal at the 2023 Bay
State Games will qualify to partic-
ipate in the 2024 State Games of
America in San Diego, California.
The State Games of America fea-
ture more than 8,000 athletes from
over 30 different state games pro-
grams nationwide. To see the list
of qualifying sports, please visit
www.stategamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports program-
ming, Bay State Games offer col-
lege scholarships, a sportsman-
ship initiative, college internship
opportunities, and a High School
Ambassador program.

For more information on
all sports in the 2023 Summer
Games, links to online registra-
tion, and information on other pro-
grams, go to www.baystategames.
org.

For questions, email info@bay-
stategames.org or call 781-932-
6555.

Run for Rice's 5K Road Race set for June 3

WILBRAHAM - The 11th
annual “Run for Rice’s SK Road
Race” will be held on Saturday,
June 3 at 9 a.m. This popular,
family-friendly 5K road race
begins at Christ the King —
Epiphany Church, 758 Main
Street, Wilbraham, and winds
through a flat, fast course in sur-
rounding neighborhoods, end-
ing at Rice Fruit Farm across
the street from the start. Pre-
registration fee for runners and
walkers is $20, while day-of-race
registration is $25. Ages 18 and
under registration is $15 including
day-of registration. The first 150
registered runners by May 20 will

receive our famous race t-shirt
featuring the “Running Apple”
logo, and all registered runners
will receive a free Rice Fruit Farm
ice cream with their bib number
on day of race only. Cash prizes
will be awarded in several cate-
gories, and all proceeds benefit
the Rice Nature Preserve main-
tenance fund of the Minnechaug
Land Trust. Race day registration
will be open from 7:30 a.m. until
8:45 a.m. On-line registration now
available at RunSignUp.com, and
paper registration forms can be
downloaded at the Minnechaug
Land Trust website www.min-
nechauglandtrust.org .

PANTHERS from page 9

batter’s box and ended the game
with a base hit.

Breault, who started the game
at second base, wound up as the
winning pitcher.

She replaced eighth grad-
er Abby Rogowski in the middle
of the circle with no outs in the
fourth inning.

The Quabbin varsity softball
coach is looking forward to watch-
ing Rogowski pitch during the
next four years.

“Abby is a self-taught pitch-
er,” Nosek said. “She has a high
ceiling and I’m very excited about
what’s going to happen over the
next four years. She always chal-
lenges herself to be perfect every

COMPLETE
PEST SOLUTIONS

Protecting you and your home from all of those
pesky insects, rodents, and wildlife.

Services for mosquitoes, ticks, wasps, ants,

ngPLET

bedbugs, mice/rats,
raccoons, squirrels,
and many more!

Call me today to schedule
a FREE inspection!

Bryan Boucher
(978) 660-3345

email: bryanb@completepestsolution.com

time that she’s hitting, pitching,
and fielding. Our plan for today’s
game was to pitch Abby the first
three inning and have Mady pitch
the final four. They pitched very
well in today’s game.”

While Rogowski allowed five
runs on four hits, Breault didn’t
allow any runs on only three hits.
She retired the final six batters of
the game, which gave her team-
mates the opportunity to make a
comeback.

Gardner (1-15) managed to take
a 2-0 lead in the top of the first
inning.

Quabbin got one of those runs
right back in the home half of the
inning when junior Meg Doyle
hit a ground rule double to center
scoring Adams, who walked.
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Ware River News, 80 Main St., Ware ¢ 413-967-3505

Just like Brewer, Doyle finished
the game with three base hits. She
needed a triple to hit for the cycle.

The Lady Wildcats scored
another run in the second and two
more in the fourth inning.

Trailing 5-1, the Lady Panthers
began their comeback in the bot-
tom of the fourth with back-to-
back RBI singles from Brewer and
Adams.

Doyle leadoff the following
inning by hitting a towering home
run over the centerfield fence clos-
ing the gap to 5-4.

With one-out in the sixth
inning, Brewer drew a walk and
Adams (2-for-3) hit a blooper into
right field for a single. Then a pop-
up hit by Giorgi was dropped by
the second baseman, but because

there was only one out, the
base umpire had already
enforced the infield fly
rule. The batter was auto-
matically out, but the base
runners can advance at
their own risk. Brewer took
off towards third base and
she wound up scoring the

tying run on a throwing

error.
Quabbin did strand two

runners in scoring position

stions?
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Ware Police Log

During the week of May 16-23,
the Ware Police Department
responded to 18 miscellaneous
calls, 24 administrative calls, five
traffic violations, 25 emergency
911 calls, six animal calls, two
harassments, two frauds/decep-
tions, two thefts/larcenies, one fire,
three motor vehicle accidents, one
breaking and entering/burglary
and 17 motor vehicle stops in the
town of Ware.

Tuesday, May 16

12:53 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Dugan Road, Assist Given

8:55 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
West Street, Dispatch Handled

8:58 a.m. Fraud/Deception,
West Street, Advised

9:44 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Bank Street, Dispatch Handled

11:46 a.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Meadow Road, Services
Rendered

11:54 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
North Street, Investigated

2:16 p.m. Drugs, High Street,
Complaint Taken Care of

2:22 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Hardwick Pond Road,
Report Made

5:09 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Patient Refusal

7:44 p.m. Assault, Parker
Street, Advised

8:46 p.m. Assault, Dale Street,
Services Rendered

Wednesday, May 17

8:33 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Main Street, Dispatch Handled

9:09 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Investigated

12:30 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Church Street, Dispatch
Handled

12:43 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Old Poor Farm Road,
Dispatch Handled

4:10 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Main Street, Investigated

6:02 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Eddy Street, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, May 18

7:10 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Yale Avenue, Dispatch Handled

7:12 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
South Street, Could Not Locate

10:38 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Mountain View Drive,
Dispatch Handled

2:08 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Palmer Road, Investigated

5:52 p.m. Wildland/Brush Fire,
Gilbertville Road, Extinguished

7:02 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
South Street, Dispatch Handled

9:11 p.m. Fraud/Deception,
North Street, Dispatch Handled

9:21 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,

Hardwick Police Log

Cherry Street, Dispatch Handled

Friday, May 19

1:01 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Robbins Road, Dispatch Handled

1:03 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Hillside Village, Taken/Referred to
Other Agency

1:36 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Highland Village, Dispatch
Handled

3:35 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Palmer Road, Advised

6:51 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Pulaski Street, Dispatch Handled

Saturday, May 20

5:53 p.m. Warrant Service,
West Main Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Kathleen E. Belliveau,
29, Ware

Warrant

6:51 p.m. DUl/Impaired, North
Street, Services Rendered

9:01 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Pulaski Street, Could Not Locate

Sunday, May 21
5:09 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call,
Osborne Road, Dispatch Handled

Monday, May 22
7:48 a.m. Breaking and
Entering/Burglary, Pleasant Street,
Services Rendered

During the week of May 15-22,
the Hardwick/New Braintree
Police Department responded to
41 building/property checks, 22
directed/area patrols, four traffic
controls, seven emergency 911
calls, 10 radar assignments, two
citizen assists, two assist other
agencies, one identity theft, one
harassment, one safety hazard,
one larceny/theft/shoplifting, one
motor vehicle investigation and
seven motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, May 15
7:56 p.m. Identity Theft,
Greenwich Road, Report Taken

Tuesday, May 16

4:12 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Upper Church Street,
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, May 17
1:42 p.m. Assist Other Agency,
Gaudet Road, Spoken To

Thursday, May 18
10:04 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Church Lane,
Transported to Hospital
11:26 a.m. Harassment, Lyman
Road, Report Taken

Friday, May 19

8:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, Pine
Street, Dispatch Handled

9:46 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Mechanic Street,
Services Rendered

12:01 p.m. Assist Citizen,
Police Department, Spoken To

5:22 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Maple Street, Merge

Saturday, May 20
12:25 p.m. 911 Medical

Emergency, Prospect Street,
Transported to Hospital

1:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Barre Road, Written Warning

4:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road,
Investigated

7:35 p.m. Fire Alarm, Bridge
Street, Services Rendered

Sunday, May 21

6:23 a.m. Safety Hazard, Lower
Road, Services Rendered

7:27 p.m. 911 Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Covered Bridge,
Services Rendered

9:47 p.m. Disturbance, North
Street, Spoken To

Monday, May 22
2 a.m. Assist Other Agency,
Out of Town, Investigated
3:02 a.m. 911 Disturbance,
Church Lane, No Action Required

Warren Police Log

During the week of April
30-May 6, the Warren Police
Department responded to 100
building/property checks, 176 com-
munity policing, 20 traffic enforce-
ments, two radar assignments, 17
emergency 911 calls, one harass-
ing/annoying phone call, one miss-
ing person, one property damage,
one larceny/theft, two motor vehi-
cle accidents, three animal calls
and 44 motor vehicle stops in the
town of Warren.

Sunday, April 30

8:29 a.m. Abdominal/Back
Pain, Coy Hill Road, Transported
to Hospital

5:35 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Brimfield Road, Transported to
Hospital

7:50 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart
Problems, Brimfield Road,
Transported to Hospital

Monday, May 1

9:05 a.m. Welfare Check,
Milton O. Fountain Way, Report
Filed

10:36 a.m. Missing Person, Carl
Street, Located/Found

6:39 p.m. Property Damage,
Southbridge Road, Report Filed

8:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision Hit and Run, Main
Street, Report Filed

Tuesday, May 2

1:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Written Warning

5:16 p.m. Head Strike, Old West
Brookfield Road, Transported to
Hospital

5:46 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/
Abandoned, Washington Street,
Information Taken

6:11 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Comins Pond Road, Transported
to Hospital

Wednesday, May 3
4:58 a.m. Headache, Spring
Street, Transported to Hospital

7:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Collision/Fire, Main Street, Report
Filed

Arrest: Nichole A. Leblanc, 33,
West Brookfield

License Suspended, Operate
Motor Vehicle with; Negligent
Operation of Motor Vehicle;
Municipal Bylaw Violation, Open
Container Marijuana

2:45 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/
Abandoned, Tower, Information
Taken

3:24 p.m. 911 Hang-up/Misdial/
Abandoned, High Street, Officer
Spoke to Party

5:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

8:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued

Thursday, May 4
12:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Main Street, Citation Issued
6:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Southbridge, Written Warning
11:56 p.m. Falls, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

Friday, May 5

7:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

7:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

7:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

7:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

8:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

8:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Washington Street, Written
Warning

8:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written

Editor’s Note: People
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent
until found guilty in a
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found
not guilty or has charges
dropped or reduced, we
will gladly print that
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented
proof of the court’s final
disposition.

Warning

9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Southbridge Road, Citation Issued

9:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

9:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Southbridge Road, Citation Issued

9:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road, Written
Warning

2:06 p.m. Harassing/Annoying
Phone Calls, North Street, Report
Filed

Saturday, May 6

3:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop,
Bemis Road, Citation Issued

3:44 a.m. Vomiting, Spring
Street, Transported to Hospital

1:51 p.m. Falls, Old West
Brookfield Road, Ambulance
Signed Refusal

5:14 p.m. Chest Pain/Heart
Problems, East Road, Transported
to Hospital

5:57 p.m. Larceny/Theft,
Mechanic Street, Report Filed

9:35 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Crouch Road,
Information Taken

All Wheels Show returns to Palmer Motorsports Park

PALMER - Palmer Motorsports
Park, 58 West Ware Road, is host-
ing their annual All Wheel Show
on Wednesday, May 31 from 4-7
p-m.

Gates open at 3 p.m.

Proceeds from the show will
benefit the Palmer Food Share and
the Jubilee Cupboard Food Pantry

of Ware. Entry fee is $5 per person
or a non-perishable food item.

All cars, trucks, motorcycles,
tractors, or anything with wheels,
can be entered in the show. There
will be no burnouts, or excessively
loud cars or motorcycles.

Lizak Bus will be providing
on-track tours. There will be a

donation bucket on the bus to ben-
efit the food pantries.

Bruce Marshall of Classic Hits
97.7 will be on site with a remote
broadcast and after the event,
Sarat Lincoln will be delivering
donations to the food pantries.

'y

This crew from Ware Fire Department makes
its way down the hall of the third level of

Baystate Mary Lane Hospital.

(Turley Publications Photos by Paula Ouimette)
Some of Ware Fire's crew members work their way out of the building.

TRAINING from page 1

aged ground operations
from the parking lot.

Crew captains gave
directions from the floor,
offering guidance to fire-
fighters as they navigated
the large building on their
hands and knees.

Belchertown Captain
Jeff Haughey said this the
first large-scale training
the departments have done
together.

Haughey, who has been
with the Belchertown Fire
Department since 2004
and also teaches at the
Fire Academy, said hav-

captains.

A Hardwick firefighter is

Fire Chief Rich Lapierre
checks in with two of the

ing access to a building of
this size provides firefight-
ers with a level of training
hard to find anywhere else.

“This is an awesome
opportunity to get in here,”
he said.

As crew members
cleared each room,
Haughey explained how
the firefighters use the
rope to be able to find
their way back. In a
smoke-filled room, there
would be little to no visi-
bility, and it would be easy
to get disoriented.

He said a member of
the crew acts as an anchor
and stays in the hall with
the bag of rope, while two
firefighters check rooms,
making sure to check
under beds and in closets
and bathrooms.

Once the firefighter’s
air supply reaches the
halfway point, they know
its time to retrace their
route and exit the building.

“It’s a very time con-
suming and exhaustive
search,” Haughey said.

After the training, fire-
fighters talked about chal-
lenges they faced, and
things they could have
done differently.

directed through a sweep. West Brookfield firefighters put on their gear.

Fire departments from Ware, West Brookfield, Hardwick and Belchertown used the former Baystate Mary

Lane Hospital for a large-scale training on Sunday.

i

A West Brookfield firefighter puts on her self-contained Dakota Harper holds the bag of rope
while his crew sweeps the room.

breathing apparatus.

Hardwick Fire Captain Nick Gaumond, left, talks
with a member of his crew.

Belchertown Fire Captain Jeff Haughey leads his

crew through an exercise.
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I -
Maggie Stevens stands with
a glass mosaic she is work-

the hallway to the right of

mosaic will be displayed in”,

ARTISTS from page 1

Students were able to create
these pieces under the direction of
art teachers Heather Gaucher and
Nicole Giguere.

“Every kid has something in
this show,” Giguere said.

Giguere is in her fourth year at
Quaboag, and teaches Advanced
Placement art, ceramics, digital
photography and seventh grade art.

“I have my dream position right
now...I’m a photographer, a pot-
ter...and I get to teach every day,”
Giguere said.

Giguere said this was her first
teaching AP art and one of her stu-
dents, Maggie Stevens, has been
working on a glass mosaic to go in
the window of the hallway to the
right of the main entrance.

There are already several glass
mosaics there, each one inspired
by a famous work of art.

The piece Stevens was work-
ing on during the exhibition, is of
“The Great Wave off Kanagawa”

by Japanese artist Hokusai.

Stevens has been working on
the glass mosaic since the winter,
and has already dedicated over 50
hours to its creation.

Starting with a large piece of
clear glass, Steven uses silicone to
adhere each piece of colored glass
to it, before grouting it. She said
once this mosaic is grouted, she
will add boats on top of it, to give
it a three-dimensional effect.

Stevens said she first started
working with glass as an art form,
after using it in her AP art class for
a project to bring awareness to post
traumatic stress disorder.

“Toward the end of the year,
Ms. Hanson had glass pieces and
I helped finish off a panel with
[fellow student] Isabelle Aberle,”
Stevens said.

Another AP art student, Ari
Masterjohn, displayed a mix of
two-dimensional and 3D art work,
with a strong theme running
through them all.

“My interpretation was explor-

(Turley Publications Photos by Paula Ouimette)
Rachel McGrath loves to explore light through her artwork.

ing safe space and why we cre-
ate them, and the monster we hide
from,” Masterjohn said.

Masterjohn said she mainly
works with acrylic paints and wash
watercolor, and each piece has a
natural element in it, as well as a
hint of another one of her works.

“One of each piece is alluded to
in each other,” Masterjohn said.

Masterjohn will be attending
Western New England University
this fall, with a major in psychol-
ogy and a minor in art. She plans
to have a career in art therapy after
college.

AP art student Rachel McGrath
loves exploring light and the effect
it has on objects around it. This
includes lights reflecting off car
mirrors, Christmas lights on shiny
ornaments, moonlight on train
tracks, streetlights and the sunrise
on a windowpane.

McGrath uses acrylic paint,
detailed with ink line work.

“I love making paintings for
other people and started doing

Quaboag students rehearse
for ‘Camp Omigosh’

By Haileigh Swistak
Student Intern

ing strange happenings on the
camp’s grounds.

Could it have anything to
do with the unsolved death of a
boy named Billy 30 years ago?

Is his ghost trying to
communicate with
the present kids
at camp?

WARREN - Students at
Quaboag Regional Middle High
School are preparing for
their spring show,
“Camp Omigosh”,
written by Wade

Bradford. This play

The middle is packed with
schoolers and sci-fi, suspense,
high school and comedy

freshmen are
hard at work per-
fecting their perfor-
mance with the help
of senior directors Luisa
Feeney, Ari Masterjohn, Joey
Landon and stage director Lucy
Sanelli.

Shipped off to a mysterious
summer camp by his moth-
er, Conner (played by soph-
omore Lucas Nimtz) and his
new friends start experienc-

that is enjoy-
able for all
ages. The cast
and crew have been
working tirelessly with
rehearsals twice a week to make
this show a success.

You can see the performance
of “Camp Omigosh” on Friday,
June 9 and Saturday, June 10 at
7 p.m. in the School’s audito-
rium, 284 Old West Brookfield
Road.

The outline was created using
black glue, and the detail was
added with chalk pastel.

commissions,” McGrath said. “It
makes me really happy.”

McGrath is unsure if she wants
to pursue art as a career, but said

its something she really enjoys
doing.

book.

“It’s kind of my safe haven,” she
said.

An eighth-grade student made this colorful

rendition of the “Three Blind Mice”.

using grids and patterns.

Seventh grade students explored self-portraits

Axolotls were a popular theme in
ceramics.

It may look good enough to
eat, but this juicy orange is

A ceramic snake emerges from a
coiled pot.

actually a work of art.

BUDGET from page 1

at Quaboag Regional High School.

Dufresne said as of July 1, schools
within the district will be required to
have termination papers drafted if a bud-
get is not agreed upon.

Both parties agreed they would like to
work together to avoid the potential July
1 situation.

“We’re trying to prevent that...where
we don’t have a budget,” said Dufresne.
“We’re hoping that we would have three
meetings before the 15th [of July].”

The School Committee must recon-
vene and vote on another budget before
participating in a budget discussion with
the Board of Selectmen.

“I wish we had this conversation two
months ago,” said Board Clerk Derick
Veliz.

Dufresne said the Board attended
three special budget meetings before pro-
posing the budget presented at the town
meeting.

He said, “we never discussed our bud-
get...it was presented to us and saying
that ‘this is your budget,” and we opposed
any high amounts because it would
impact the tax rate.”

Dufresne concluded that a $1.2 mil-
lion above minimum contribution was
“well beyond what this town can afford.”

Binienda said a lot of money that
the town is giving to the school is from
Chapter 70 funds.

“It’s not really your money...it’s the
money that the state gives from Chapter
70 for the minimum,” said Binienda.

She added, “We’re talking about the
above minimum - as far as transportation
there is a reimbursement of 85% and
that’s not coming from the town either...
we’re really just talking about the above
minimum contribution.”

Binienda said last year, the town’s
above minimum contribution was
$523,142, and proposing a $110,000 con-
tribution made “no sense.”

She asked why the Quaboag District
School Budget was removed from the
town’s operating budget and presented as
a separate article.

Dufresne said the reason is the Board

has to review the district’s budget before
it can be presented to the town to deter-
mine if it is something the town can
“support and provide.”

Both parties agreed to reconnect and
determine three meeting dates before
July 1, with June 5 as one meeting.

“We want to work this out...we want
to fix this and never have this problem
again, but the School Committee has to
understand - they’re going to have to
make some cuts. They’re going to have to
fix whatever is making the budget get so
inflated,” said Dufresne.

Financial management review

The Division of Local Services of
the Department of Revenue conducted
a financial management review of the
town’s finances and has been completed
as of this month.

The review is available for the public
to view on the town of Warren’s official
website, warren-ma.gov.

Several comments were made within
the report.

The department recognized the town’s
positive financial management by prais-
ing the decision to establish an Other
Post-Employment Benefit trust fund.

“At town meeting, we established
an OPEB trust fund which is another
post-employment benefit fund that will
tackle the $5 million unfunded liabili-
ty the town currently has with its pen-
sions and retirement plans,” said Town
Administrator James Ferrera.

So far $25,000 has been established
into the trust.

Ferrera said the DOR was also
“impressed” with the addition of a budget
calendar the town created as well as the
hiring choices made to fill vacant posi-
tions with highly qualified individuals.

Some other “general housekeeping”
the DOR commented on included the
unnecessary authorization of Chapter 90
funds. For efficiency and to save time,
the Board can accept Chapter 90 funds
without formally motioning or voting to
accept.

Another suggestion made was to
annually reauthorize revolving funds.

The DOR acknowledged work that is

currently underway with a financial man-
agement software system.

“Last fall the town was really aggres-
sive with getting a community com-
pact grant from the Division of Local
Services. We were successful in receiving
$65,000 that will be for the implemen-
tation of the financial management soft-
ware,” said Ferrera.

The town will be using software
called VADAR Systems.

The department suggested combining
several like positions in town, as well
as potentially changing the payroll to
biweekly to spend less time working on a
weekly payroll.

Another suggestion included the
potential implementation of a govern-
ment study committee, which would
be responsible for accessing the town’s
organization of government and further
consider consolidating positions.

One consolidation may include com-
bining the responsibilities of the town tax
collector and treasurer.

The department suggested analyzing
and updating the town bylaws, as well as
outlining the authority and responsibility
of the town administrator.

Resignation

The Board unanimously accepted the
resignation letter of Veterans Services
Officer Gary W. Lapine effective Nov. 30
of this year.

Ferrera said it is “unfortunate that our
veterans agent is going to be leaving but I
completely understand.”

“It gives us some time and I am very
thankful for Gary giving us some time so
that he can show the ins and outs of what
needs to get done because that is a very
important role,” said Ferrera.

Full-time to part-time shift

The Board accepted Police Officer
Christos Tsigas’ request to move from
a full-time police officer to a part-time
position.

Dufresne said, “Your services are
definitely needed in our town, and we
appreciate your services.”

Senior outreach
The Board voted unanimously

to accept a contract between the town
of Warren and the Quaboag Valley
Community Development Cooperation as
presented.

Ferrera said the Board formal-
ly agreed to fund $8,000 towards the
outreach program in an effort to assist
seniors in town with access to appoint-
ments, bringing them to food banks, and
providing transportation to necessary
activities.

“I think it’s a great program. I’'m glad
we did this,” said Eichacker.

The Board accepts the town of Warren
American Disabilities Act policies and
procedures as presented.

Fire Department report

In the month of April, the Fire
Department responded to 35 calls, with
51 ambulance responses and eight ALS
intercepts.

Five smoke and carbon monoxide
inspections took place last month, as well
as two oil burner tank inspections and
two propane tank inspections.

The Fire Personnel held a joint meet-
ing training with Warren EMS and
trained on the stretcher and basic ambu-
lance training.

Board reorganization

The Board voted in favor of reap-
pointing Dufresne as chair, Eichacker as
vice-chair and Veliz as clerk.

Liquor license approval

The Board unanimously approved the
Warren Cultural Council’s request for a
one-day liquor license.

Council member Tracey Mazur said
the Council is asking for the license to be
able to offer beer and wine to attendees at
a hummingbird porch pot event Saturday,
June 10.

The event is expected to last between
one to two hours.

“It is a coordination with Bemis
Nursery of Spencer...we’re creating a
hummingbird porch pot...it’s a stunning
bouquet that will attract hummingbirds
into your porch,” said Mazur.

Dufresne said, “we’ve done this for
many years in the past and it’s always
been a good event.”

Community Newspaper
EDITOR WANTED

Turley Publications is looking for a “hands
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This
position will include managing and coaching a
small news staff that will provide the community
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government
and events while representing the newspaper at
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to
gather news and write stories for the two papers
as well as for other occasional companywide
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision
for growing and connecting with our valued
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community
journalism.

This full-time position with flexible schedule is
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:

« Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience

« Willingness to mentor a staff writer and
correspondents

« Editing experience and ability to write
clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven
environment

« Proficiency in Associated Press style

« Management experience and/or experience
managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to

ekennedy@turley.com




Page 14, Ware River News, May 25, 2023

Classifieds

I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

A TURLEY PUBLICATION T www.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

Over a cord
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS

LEATHER ADJUSTABLE
HEIGHT ARTIST PIANO BENCH
EBONY $90.00 Bogen profession-
al 3001 tripod $75.00; Real wicker 2
chairs 1 loveseat $125.00; Cuisinart
insta-pot electric pressure cooker used
once $75.00; Husqvarna Viking Daisy
sewing machine never used $85.00
(413)256-1670

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic,license plates,beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860 )874-8396

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xxx% & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413) 283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING.
Established 1976. New re-roofs and
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs.
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

ELECTRICIAN

DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN,
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured.
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B
Call (413)244-7096.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors,
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs,
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

BRUSH CLEARING, VEGE-
TATION CONTROL CLEARING
OF FENCE LINES, OVERGROWN
PROPERTIES, HIKING TRAILS CALL
GARY (413)531-3538

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING - Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too.
Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

STUMP
GRINDING

STUMP REMOVALL
413-213-5470

SAW STUMP GRINDING
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran
Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

PUPPIES BEAUTIFUL SMALL-
ER MIXED BREED PARAKEETS,
CALL FOR DETAILS (413)687-
0530

HELP WANTED

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING &
CARE is looking for mature, responsi-
ble adults with own transportation, ex-
perience and references for a house-
keeping position. Hours 7:30- 2:30.
Call Nancy today (413)267-4297.

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get resuits!
Call 413-283-8393

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation,
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to
make any such preference, limitation,
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

All real estate advertlsmg in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Keep up with current trends, our newspaper
web sites are mobile-friendly too!

Easily connect with your community news,
find quick links to our facebook feeds,
browse newspaper archives and
submit your own news items by visiting
www.newspapers.turley.com

Turle b

Publ|cat|ons Inc.

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

oo z

BLANDFORD

HiIItowns
Circulation: 9,600

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or
the Suburban Residential ZONE
for $26.00 for 20 words plus
50¢ for each additional word.
Add $10 for a second Zone

or add $15 to run in

ALL THREE ZONES.

First ZONE base price
Add a second ZONE
Add a third ZONE
Subtotal

X Number of Weeks
TOTAL Enclosed

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 ~ DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN ~ FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Basg rice
d | 2 | 2 | "
% e fie | 26 et 27 it 28 <
2 e fre | 30 gt 31 B 32 Bt
3 msfre | 34 et 35 mefie| 36 ]
3 mepie | 38 et 39 et 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate =$
Credit Card: 0 MasterCard ~ QVISA 0 Discover 1 Cash 0 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON g

$10.00
%5.00

Ew ERMMTRE[
u

BRNFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Includes
additional words

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Quabbin

EEE

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

early@warren-ma.gov.

TOWN OF WARREN POLICE DEPARTMENT

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Full Time Police Officer

and

Part Time Police Officer

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the position of full time
and part time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be academy trained and must
be willing to work weekends, nights, and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and non-emergency calls for Police,
Fire and Ambulance services. It is preferred that applicants currently possess valid
certification as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal, verbal,
and written communication skills. Preferences include an associate degree or higher
in criminal justice, serve in the US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a candidate with prior
experience may also be considered to start at a higher step rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than Friday June 2nd, 2023,
to the attention of Lt. James Early, WPD PO Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or

The Town of Warren is an EOE.

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of
Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given
by Suntrex LLC, to
Stormfield Capital
Funding, I, LLC, dated
December 23, 2020,
and recorded with the
Worcester County
(Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in
Book 64074, Page 318,
of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present
holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public
Auction at 1:00 P.M. on
the 7th day of June 2023
at 84 Southbridge Road,
West Warren (Warren),
MA 01083, all and singu-
lar the premises described
in said mortgage,

To wit:

The land in Warren,
Worcester County,
Massachusetts, being a
certain parcel of land with
the buildings, thereon
situated on Southbridge
Street, so-called, in
the Center Village of
Warren and bounded and
described as follows:

COMMENCING at
the southeasterly comer of
land formerly of Charles
H. Freeman and on the
westerly line of said
Southbridge Street;

THENCE South 63°
20’ West sixty and eight
tenths (60.8) feet to land
formerly of Mary W.
Shepard;

THENCE Southerly
by land formerly of said
Shepard twentyOthree
and one-half (23 1/2) feet
to a corner of land former-
ly of John B. Gould;

THENCE Easterly on
line of land formerly of
John B. Gould sixty-sev-
en and one half (67 1/2)
feet to the line of said
Southbridge Street;

THENCE Northerly on
line of said street twen-
ty-three (23) feet to the
first mentioned corner.

Together with the
rights of ways contained
in Deed recorded with
the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds in Book
4711, Page 112.

Being the same
premises conveyed to
Mortgagor by Deed
recorded with the
Worcester District
Registry of Deeds here-
with.

The sale is subject to a
senior mortgage recorded
at the Worcester County
(Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book
58995, Page 21.

Premises to be sold
and conveyed subject to
and with the benefit of
all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements,
covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens,
improvements, public
assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles,
tax liens, water and sewer
liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbranc-
es of record which are
in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over
said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such
restrictions, easements,
improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in
the deed.

Terms of sale: A
deposit of five thousand
dollars ($5,000) by cer-
tified or bank check will
be required to be paid by
the purchaser at the time
and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by
wire transfer to Demerle
Hoeger LLP, 10 City
Square, 4th Floor, Boston,
MA 02129 within thirty
(30) days from the date of
sale. Deed will be provid-
ed to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of
the purchase price. In the
event of an error in this
publication, the descrip-
tion of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage
shall control.

Other terms, if any,
to be announced at the
sale.

Stormfield Capital
Funding I, LLC,
Present holder of said
mortgage,
By its Attorneys,
Demerle Hoeger LLP
10 City Square, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

05/11, 05/18, 05/25/2023

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and
Family Court
15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500
Docket No.
HS23C0067CA
In the matter of:
Robert Allen Chapa
CITATION ON
PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been
filed by Robert Allen
Chapa of Ware, MA
requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing
their name to:

Robert Allen Wilber

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear
for purposes of objecting
to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Hampshire
Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of
06/22/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a
written appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon.
Linda S Fidnick, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: May 15,2023
Michael J. Carey
Register of Probate
05/25/2023

NOTICE OF AUCTION
The contents of the
following storage unit:
Anthony Quink:
Building 5, Unit 19
Rebecca Brouillard:
Building 1, Unit 18
will be sold for
non-payment on the
premises of Country
Corners Storage, 50
Greenwich Road in Ware
on Saturday, June 3,
2023 at 10:00 am Tel
413-967-6095
05/25,06/01/2023

Hardwick
Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby
given that the Hardwick
Planning Board per
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw,
Sections 5.2, 10.4.1 and
10.5.20 will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
June 13, 2023 at 6:45PM
at the Municipal Office
Building, 307 Main
Street, Gilbertville, MA
01031.

This Hearing is regard-
ing the application for
Site Plan Approval by
Ryan Donovan and Daniel
Valcour of Hardwick
Organics LLC for Hemp
Cultivation at 664 North
Road. All interested par-
ties are asked to attend.

Interested parties
may also view this Legal
Notice at http://masspub-

licnotices.org

Hardwick Planning Board
Jenna Garvey, Chair

05/25/23, 06/01/2023
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Q-DRUG rolled out the purple carpet and with a donation from the Office of Worcester County District
Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr., booked a luxury coach, allowing students to ride safely in style.

—— Quabbin —

Students make
memories for a lifetime

BARRE - Quabbin Regional
High School students had one of
the most memorable nights of their
lives at prom last week, with the
help of Q-DRUG and other com-
munity supporters.

Thanks to a generous dona-
tion from the Office of Worcester
County District Attorney Joseph
D. Early Jr., Q-DRUG was able to
book a luxury coach to drive stu-
dents to and from prom, ensuring
the night was both fun and safe.

Local businesses also support-
ed the event, by providing sweet
treats, flowers and more. Donating
to the event were Giacomo’s
Gourmet Foods, Mimi’s
Coffeehouse of Hardwick, Howes
Farm and Garden, Hardwick
Farmers Co-op, Wholesome
Farmers Market and Dunkin
Donuts.

Q-DRUG also credited student
interns Colin and Kylie for their
efforts to bring this event together.

A student had help getting ready
for his photo opportunity.
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(Turley Publications Photos by Mary Whitelaw)
Decked out in identical suits and color-matched sunglasses, these stu-

dents were ready to make memories.

B i f

ing off to prom.

Jemalexi Moskovitz and friend Giana pose Miranda Pratt and Nathan Bigda pose in

for photos before prom.

Friends Sean Moon, Alec Thompson and Cody
Ostiguy are shown gathered together before

prom.

o —

red formalwear for the night’s event.

High schoolers strike their best “Charlie’s Angels” pose before head-

Pathfinder

(Turley Publications Photos by Dallas Gagnon)
Shown is friend group Lauren Chaples, Jacquelyn
Aldrich, Anthony Peck and Nathan Patrick.
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eniors Jenna Duff and Olivia
Bagg are prom ready as they
pose for prom photos.

k o, T

Madison Gray and Mary McGeachie are shown
sharing a photo before senior prom.

Friends Katelyn Fountain and Paige Dion smile
before the water fountain.

Hunter Skowyra and Catalina Mudgett
wear matching teal attire for the event.

Dancing the
night away

Students at Pathfinder
Regional Vocational
Technical High School
celebrated their senior
prom in true Hollywood
fashion at Zukas Hilltop
Barn in Spencer, Friday,
May 12.

While the event’s
theme was “Starry
Night,” many students
brought sparkle with
them - some wearing
floor length sequined
gowns with others opted
for classic silk attire.

The event was host-
ed outside under an ele-
gant banquet tent, draped
with string lights to give
the evening the “starry
night” effect.
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Morgan Austin and Jake Luukko are shown smil-
ing and in color coordinated attire.

Quilitzsch IV and Arianna
Belen are shown standing
before the large water fountain
on the West Brookfield town
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Dylan Segatore and McKenna
Childs posing for photos before
prom.

~— Quaboag ——

WARREN/WEST
BROOKFIELD - The
senior class of Quaboag
Regional High School
came dressed to impress
as they gathered on the
West Brookfield town
common to celebrate
prom Thursday, May 18.

While the event
was hosted at the
Barn at Wight Farm in
Sturbridge, families and
friends shared some of
the evening’s festivities
before the event, striking
poses and taking photos.

According to class
advisor Jen Murray, the
prom theme was red-car-
pet.

Students could be seen
wearing anything from
mermaid style dresses to

full length ball gowns.
Though some students
wore outfits decked out
in shimmer and spar-
kle, some opted for satin
attire.

Attendees enjoyed
both a variety of music
and a variety of food,
with several food stations
available for students to
choose from.

Murray said the class
officers helped decorate
the venue the day before
the event.

She added she was a
seventh grade teacher for
many of the seniors in
attendance.

“It has been so won-
derful to have seen them
over the last six years -
amazing to see.”

(Turley Publications Photos by Dallas Gagnon)
Adrik Matys and Luisa Feeney are shown stand-
ing side by side as they wait for the evening to

begin.

Quabbin

(Turley Publications Photo by Mary Whitelaw)
Quabbin students wave goodbye to the
bus as they head into prom.
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our BUYLINE CONNECTIO

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!

OPENMEMORIALDAY10AM-7PM

GRILL SALE!
A/C SALE!

THOUSANDS OF BIKES IN STOCK!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

SEE OUR AD INSIDE!!!
WHITCO TOY & BIKE & =&

. :
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., spencer

0% FINANCING www.whitcosales.com 508'885'9343

Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

As your local real estate expert and neighbor,

I am more than familiar with the current market
conditions, home sales and real estate
opportunities in this area.

I have offices in Ware and Spencer!

If you, or someone you know is considering
buying,selling or relocating. I'm ready to help you!
I am a local Realtor who will always
have your best interest at heart.

Call me today for a free Market Analysis.

Century 21 North East Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
109 West St., Ware 1-978-434-1990

CENTURY 21

Horth BEaub

OPEN

- Mon, Tues, Fri, Sat -
7am-2pm

- Sundays -

(Serving Breakfast Only)
7am-1pm

Closed
Wednesdays & Thursdays

Dinner Hours
temporarily on hold

E.B. FLATTS

245 W. Main East Brookfield
508-867-6643 EBFlatts.com

Support Your
Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCAL

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

ALL SIZES
White ¢ Blush ¢ Blue ® Brown ¢ Purple
Red ¢ Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Construction Stone e Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Chip Stone e Stone Dust ® Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt  Crushed Concrete  Cold Patch

Homeowner Friendly * No Minimums
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

L@/ 98 North Spencer Road,

Route 31N, Spencer, MA
508-885-6100
508 885 2480
Sand, Gravel & Asphalit =
S www. bondsandandgravel com ﬂ
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FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE - R
Feel Free

APRIL7 - 19, 2024
12-Night Caribbean...........ccoonnrsnnissssnsnsenns from $2099
Aboard Norwegian Getaway  Book Now for $100 pp Discount

MAY 24 - 31, 2024
7-Night Bermuda-Maine.............cocunsnnessnsnsens from $1699
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount

AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
7 Night Canada-New England ....................... from $1499
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

WATER FILTRATION
774-200-0225

WE'RE LOCAL!

* NEW INSTALLATIONS * SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE
* SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT e WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE

James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

L

Farmer Matt®

FARM-FRESH + LOCAL

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA
FarmerMatt.com | (508) 980-7085

HUNiRING ALL WHO SERVED

MICHAEL

00mey

Z Associates, Inc

Y ervmgAll Your Real Estate Needs!
Fast Brookfield - Maryellen Brunelle - 774-230-1419
Oakham - Irene Caruso - 774-696-9791
Worcester/West Brookfield - Macey Gaumond - 413-233-8967
Spencer - 7ac Leach - 508-277-5209
Holden - Sarah Mahoney - 774-245-1218
Barre - Dan Mankin - 760-617-0548
Leicester - 1ee Martinelli - 774-253-0364
Paxton - Scott Moss - 508-847-6330
Spencer - Amy Ekleberry Perro - 508-769-7025
Brookfield - Meghan Robidoux - 508-414-2518
North Brookfield - Mike Toomey - 508-951-6460

Welcome home to this affordable [EEEESEsEE =T %18
3 bed 1.5 bath ranch in the heart of @

Sturbridge! Enter through the living &
room into the spacious kitchen with
updated white cabinetry and plenty =
of storage space! Off the kitchen is *°
a beautiful sun room with a vaulted
ceiling. Down the main hallway leads =
you to three spacious bedrooms and =

the main bathroom. On the other side of the living room is another I|vmg area providing
added square footage for entertaining and includes a half bath and wet bar. Downstairs
is ready for your imagination! Freshly painted with new ceiling tiles, the space is waiting
for you to make it your own! Right off Rt 20, this home has easy access to shops,
restaurants, major highways, and all Sturbridge has to offer. $360,000 Sturbridge

1 YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

When
we do more
you will make
more!!

Michelle Terry
Broker/Owner

michelleterryteam.com

EXIT Real Estate Executives

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

. 64113 .Sons
Construction Gompany _incorporaTED

¢ Excavation Complete Site Work ¢ Demo ® New Home Construction
* Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
o Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 « www.fountainandsons.com

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000

Thurs. 11:30am-10pm
Sun. & Mon. 11:30am-7:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

e Bay

OPEN FOR DINNER ONLY ON
Thurs., 6/1: 4-9pm e Fri., 6/2: 4-10pm
Sat. 6/3: 4—10pm e Sun., 6/4: 4—9pm e Mon., 6/5: 4-9pm
L

FATHERS DAY BRUNCH
1PM

10 PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 18 10 AM -
WHISKEY DINNER
TUESDAY, JUNE 20TH 5:30 -

CLOSED ON MEMORIAL DAY

A
’

BBU+BEER+BAND

—— at Farmer Matt's —

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

BBB is Back!

Mark your calendars

Live music. Great beer. Delicious BBQ.

Thursday, June 15 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Musical guest: Lobsterz From Mars

Thursday, July 27 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Thursday, August 24 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM
Thursday, September 21 - 4:30 - 8:00 PM

FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

Order online at FarmerMatt.com

Memorial Day Celebration with Farmer Matt

Get 10% off all orders over $100. Stock up on our premium,
non-GMO meats, including delicious dry-aged angus beef,
fresh pork, and poultry. Whether you're hosting a backyard
barbecue or honoring our heroes with a mouthwatering
meal, Farmer Matt has you covered. Just use code “honor”
at checkout or mention this ad in-store.

Offer valid 5/18/23 - 5/28/23.






