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WARE – At 1 p.m. on 
Memorial Day, the parade 
s tepped  off  f rom the 
American Legion post and 
made its way downtown, 
where the streets were lined 
with people decked out in 

red, white and blue.
The crowd followed the 

parade to gather at Veterans 
Park, where Master of 
Ceremonies Col. John Pajak 
began the ceremony to pay 
respect to those who have 
given their lives for their 
country. 
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The town 
came together for the annual 
Memorial Day parade. 

The roads were set for 
participants of the parade to 
march their way through the 

town and remember those 
who gave the ultimate sacri-
fice. The parade began at St. 
Paul’s Cemetery in Warren 
and would conclude in West 
Warren by the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles in West 
Warren. 

Dur ing  the  pa rade , 
everyone stopped at the 

common for the National 
Anthem, which was per-
formed by the school band 
o f  Quaboag  Reg iona l 
M i d d l e  H i g h  S c h o o l . 
A t t end ing  t he  pa rade 
was Town Administrator 
James Ferrera, the Board 

Ware honors service 
and sacrifice

Warren holds Memorial Day parade

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Resident Cindy 
Allen Bourcier told the 
Selectboard the weekly 
working group to discuss the 
Mary Lane Hospital property 

have been going well. 
She expressed concern 

about the windows being 
removed from the Wetherby 
building.

“I know they’re calling 
this abatement but there’s 
different types of abatement. 
There’s abatement for reno-

vation, there’s abatement for 
demolition,” she said at the 
May 20 meeting. “This looks 
more like pre-demolition 
abatement.” 

Bourcier said property 
owner Baystate Health has 
valid permits with the state, 
but they do not have local 

permits.
“That seems to be our 

town’s policy, if somebody 
has a demolition permit a 
year and a half in advance 
they don’t need any local 
permits,” she said. 

Bourcier said she has not 
received any documents she 

requested regarding Baystate 
Health from the town. She 
said she also hasn’t received 
anything in writing from 
Attorney Patricia Davidson, 
who has been researching 
the Lewis Gilbert trust with 
Bank of America.

Bourcier said residents 

are in support of healthcare 
in town and that doesn’t just 

Selectboard hear update on healthcare at Mary Lane Hospital

Shown from left to right are state Sen. Jacob Oliveira, Selectmen Derick Veliz, David 
Dufresne and Rich Eichacker and Town Administrator James Ferrera at Warren 
Veterans Memorial Park in West Warren after the Memorial Day parade. 

Turley Photo  by Paula Ouimette
Father Jeff Ballou, Lt. Col. in the U.S. Air Force, was the 
featured speaker at Ware’s Memorial Day ceremony 
held at Veterans Park on Monday.

HARDWICK – On the 
Sunday before Memorial Day, 
residents of town gathered 
throughout each village to 
join their veterans, police, fire, 
EMS and town officials honor 
those who served our country.

Starting in Wheelwright, 

Parade Marshal  Donald 
Martel led the assembly to 
the World War II memorial 
where Town Clerk Ryan J. 
Witkos read the names of the 
deceased veterans. A wreath 
was positioned at each mon-
ument, and the veterans were 

honored by a salute from the 
firing detail and the playing of 
“Taps”. 

The group then moved to 
the Civil War memorial on 
the common, before head-
ing to the Revolutionary 
War cemetery adjacent to 

the Town House, then on to 
the Hardwick Cemetery on 
Petersham Road. 

From there, they reassem-
bled in St. Aloysius Cemetery 
in Gilbertville, before con-
cluding at the World War I 
memorial in Gilbertville. 

Hometown heroes remembered 

The firing detail 
gave the salute 

at the World 
War II memorial 
in Wheelwright 

during
Hardwick’s 

Memorial Day 
observances held 

on Sunday.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Quabbin Park 
Cemetery is a special place 
to honor those who served 

our communities and our 
nation. 

On May 25, Quabbin 
Park Cemetery hosted its 
annual Memorial Day pro-
gram, which is conduct-
ed by the Veterans Council 

of Belchertown with the 
support from the Friends 
o f  Quabb in ,  Inc . ,  t he 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, Division of 

Memorial Day observed 
at Quabbin Park Cemetery

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The Quabbin Park 

Cemetery Memorial 
Day program began 

with a parade and 
march. 

Please see MLH, page 5

Please see WARE, page 6
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, May 31 ~ 8pm-?

Illegal Zebra
Upcoming Events

Saturday, June 14
7pm-11pm

CaboodleWednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed David Adams 
pitching during a game 

against North Brookfield. 
Adams had nine strikeouts 
and a perfect game, which 

was called after five innings 
due to rain. Adams also hit a 

home run in this game. 
Adams’ sister, Becky 
Desjardins, correctly 

identified her brother.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board held a public hearing 
regarding a special permit for 
a home occupation. 

The petitioner, Maxwell 
LaBier, is looking to oper-
ate a home occupation based 
out of 120 Church St. and is 
the owner of several heavy 
equipment vehicles. 

After briefly describing 
an outline of his daily oper-
ations, the board members 
wanted to know if the peti-
tioner does work on the prop-
erty. The petitioner has a tree 
company along with a bucket 
truck and chippers and has 
work on the road, not on the 
Church Street property.

The petitioner’s propos-
al is to add a circular drive-
way extended along the 
north boundary to Church 
Street. This area will be used 
to neatly store truck, chip 
trucks, chipper and a small 
equipment trailer. 

The area of which the 
petitioner is seeking a spe-
cial permit for home occu-
pancy is zoned as Downtown 
Residential. 

The board reviewed some 
bylaws regarding the weight 
of work trucks. The owner 
has some vehicles that weigh 
over 10,000 pounds, and one 
of the bylaws may restrict 
certain vehicles to be at a 

10,000 pound limit. 
The  P lanning  Board 

members wanted to find out 
more and ask the Building 
Inspector, Anna Marques, for 
more information on the lim-
itations and bylaws regarding 
home occupation. 

The board opened the 
hearing to the public for any 
comments about the special 
permit request. One resident 
of Highland Street, who is 
a close neighbor to the peti-
tioner, said he has no issue 
whatsoever with the opera-
tion. 

Other public comments 
were from workers who have 
worked with LaBier and 
spoke highly of his work and 
leadership. The public hear-
ing for the home occupation 
special permit was continued 
and will resume at the next 
Planning Board meeting 

Condo project discussion
The Planning Board mem-

bers had a discussion with 
Michael Harris to discuss 
possible plans for a new con-
dominium project. Harris is 
looking at the property of 
193 West St. as a potential 
spot for housing, or condo-
minium space.

Harris gave a few plans 
for the Planning Board to 
review. 

If all looks good to the 
board, Harris will move for-
ward with the process. The 
applicant will be looking for 

someone to do the design and 
possibly add more condos 
than what is currently shown 
in the plans. 

Before any decision is 
made, the board members 
wanted a more concrete deci-
sion on what type of devel-
opment this will be. 

“What kind of unit devel-
opment it is,” said Vice-Chair 
Chris Dimarzio. 

If approved for develop-
ment, Harris predicts this 
complex will have a condo 
association in place. One of 
the potential markets for this 
possible condominium devel-
opment may be marketed 
towards ages 55 and older. 

According to the plans, 
each condo would have two 
bedrooms and 1.5 baths. If 
going towards a condo asso-
ciation run facility, Harris 
believes the association 
would take over the responsi-
bility of the maintenance. 

If all the condos are not 
sold, Harris said he might 
rent some out. 

The board members want-
ed to know what the appro-
priate application Harris 
should go for, if the idea 
were to move forward. The 
two main applications are 
either a special permit or a 
subdivision application. 

Harris will return to the 
Planning Board with more 
information and hopes to 
hear more input on the idea. 

PB has public hearing
on Home Occupation SP

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins 
Road,  is  open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, June 2

9 a.m. Tai Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, June 3
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. $3 
per class.

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 
Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for appointment.

9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat	
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Cornhole
5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
Wednesday, June 4

9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
2:30 p.m. Knitting – 

Crochet Laugh
Thursday, June 5

9 a.m. Walking Club. 
Meet at Senior Center.

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Cornhole
2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, June 6
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless 

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Monday, June 2
Stuffed Peppers, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, June 3

Mac & Cheese, Stewed 
Tomatoes, Tossed Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, June 4
BBQ Pork Sandwich, 

Coleslaw, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, June 5

Lazy Golumbki, Pickled 
Beets, Dessert of the Day

Friday, June 6
Baked Cod, Rice Pilaf, 

Veggie of the Day, Dessert of 
the Day 

Ware Senior Center newsFarmers Market 
returns for 
15th season 
on June 4

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market returns on 
Wednesday, June 4 on the 
beautiful West Brookfield 
Common for its 15th con-
secutive season.

The market is held 
on Wednesdays f rom 
3-6 p.m., rain or shine, 
throughout the spring, 
summer and early fall.

The 2025 season the 
market will feature 17 
vendors with a wide array 
of locally grown and made 
goods including three new 
vendors sure to please the 
palate. 

Roundtable Farm from 
Hardwick is bringing in 
a variety of farm made 
cheeses and cuts of goat 
meat from their farm. 
Deep Roots Distillery 
from Sturbridge will be 
offering artisan breads 
from their kitchen plus 
spirit tastings and bottle 
sales. Lastly, the mar-
ket welcomes Wildberry 
Acres from Brookfield 
with their take and bake 
meals, soups and fresh 
fruit pies.

The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is held 
every Wednesday after-
noon from 3-6 p.m. on the 
common starting on June 
4 through Oct. 8, rain or 
shine.  

HARDWICK – Join 
Megan McDonough, found-
er and CEO of Wholebeing 
Institute, for an evening 
of meaningful conversa-
tion about what it means to 
flourish as a community. 

This free event will take 
place on Wednesday, June 
11 at 5:30 p.m. at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 
Main St., Gilbertville. A 
light supper will be served 
to open the evening in 
Boothman Hall.

In a time when loneliness 
and disconnection are on 
the rise – and even in small 
towns, lines are drawn and 
divisions deepen – the sci-
ence is clear: our well-be-
ing is deeply linked to the 
strength of our relationships 
and sense of belonging.

Megan wil l  guide a 
thoughtful, interactive dis-
cussion on how we can sup-
port one another in cultivat-
ing connection, resilience, 
and shared joy – right here 
in our local community.

There is no cost to attend 
and no tickets are required, 
but RSVPs are appreciated 
to help the center plan for 
food. Please email foscgil-
bertville@gmail.com to let 
them know you’re coming. 
Donations are welcome to 
support this and future com-
munity programs.

McDonough is a global 
leader in the field of human 
flourishing and the found-
er of Wholebeing Institute, 
an international education-
al organization dedicated to 
the science of well-being. 

With decades of experi-
ence at the intersection of 
science and wisdom tradi-
tions, she has led programs 
and spoken on stages in 
Brazil ,  Latin America, 
Australia, and beyond. Yet 
her deepest roots remain in 
Hardwick, where she has 
lived for over 30 years on 
a small farm with her hus-
band. Together, they run 
Hardwick Sugar Shack, 
crafting maple syrup from 

the trees just outside their 
door.

This gathering is host-
ed by Friends of the Stone 
Church, a local nonprof-
it working to preserve and 
activate this historic land-
mark for the cultural and 
communal enrichment of 
our region. Since 2015, 
FOSC has been creating 
opportunities for connec-
tion, creativity, and conver-
sation.

Let’s come together – 
neighbors, friends, and fel-
low seekers – to explore 
what truly makes us thrive.

To support ongoing pres-
ervation and programs at 
the Stone Church, donations 
can be made online at www.
FriendsoftheStoneChurch.
org or mailed to FOSC, P.O. 
Box 347, Gilbertville, MA 
01031. Friends of the Stone 
Church is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, and donations are 
tax-deductible as allowed by 
law.

Flourishing as a community

W A R R E N / W E S T 
BROOKFIELD – Quaboag 
Regional Middle School stu-
dents and eighth grade Civics 
Teacher, Joe Salvadore assist-
ed Veterans Agent Michelle 
Durkee and the members of 
Post 244 in placing flags on 
the veteran’s graves in the 
cemeteries in West Brookfield 
and Warren. 

This is the 29th year that 
Quaboag students have helped 
with this special task to help 
honor the deceased veterans 
who have served our coun-
try during peace and war, and 
some who were killed in com-
bat,like the two Adams broth-
ers from West Brookfield 
killed during the Civil War. 

William L. Adams died 

of his wounds received at the 
Battle of Antietam, Maryland 
in 1862 and George E. 
Adams killed at New Market, 
Virginia. in 1864.  They 
are buried in Pine Grove 
Cemetery in West Brookfield 
marked by a bluish colored 
cast aluminum obelisk monu-
ment in the center of the cem-
etery.

Quaboag Regional Middle 
S c h o o l  e i g h t h  g r a d e r 
Audrey Wihelm helped place 
American Flags on graves.

E ighth  grader  O l iv ia 
McAnuff placed American 
Flags before Memorial Day.

Seventh grader Jariella 
Male placed American 
flags in West Brookfield 
and Warren cemeteries

Quaboag students help place flags for Memorial Day
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Enjoy our fresh Summer 
Savings 

Who’s ready for savings? For the month 
of June we are offering $25 off a NEW 

repair or purchase of $150 of more!  
Mention this ad to receive these savings. Only valid on new repairs and 

purchases in June. Some exclusions apply.  

 

 

 

Closed Sun. & Mon.    Open Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-5  Thurs. 10-6  Sat. 10-2 

 

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

First ever 
Memorial Day 
5K raised nearly 
$4,000

Staff Report

WARE – Over 100 run-
ners and walkers took to 
Grenville Park this past 
Saturday for the first ever 
Memorial Day 5K sponsored 
by Sculpt Well Co. in part-
nership with the One Call 
Away Foundation.

Event  organizer  and 
Sculpt Well Co. founder 
Karyn Petracone said the 
event raised nearly $4,000 
for the Run to Home Base 
organization.

“This generous contribu-
tion will significantly impact 
the lives of veterans and their 
families, providing them 
with essential resources and 
support. We couldn’t have 
achieved this milestone with-
out everyone’s unwavering 
support,” she said. 

Petracone thanked the 
event sponsors, Limelight 
Dance Center,  Country 
Bank, Blu Roc, HZ Electric, 
and Rose 32 for their sup-
port. She also thanked the 
hardworking volunteers 
who made sure the event ran 
smoothly and for those how 
donated to the raffle.

She  gave  a  spec i a l 
acknowledgment to Rolly 
Gratton and the entire One 
Call Away Foundation for 
their relentless efforts in sup-
porting veterans. 

“Your work is invaluable, 
and we are grateful for your 
partnership,” Petracone said. 

Petracone also thanked 
the people and vendors who 
contributed to the event’s 
festivities including John 
Piechota and the Town of 
Ware, the Ware River News, 
APR, John Pajak and the 
Veteran’s Council, Above 
The Law Aerial Imagery, 
Josh Pelski with JP Visions, 
Brandon Horn, Uhlman’s Ice 
Cream, Pearl & Company, 
Kim Hatch, The Gain Train 
Complete Nutrition, KM 
Graphics Custom Printed 
& Embroidered Apparel, 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  T i m i n g , 
LLC and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

“You all helped in creat-
ing a wonderful experience 
for everyone,” she said. 

Race results are as fol-
lows: Troy Jurczyk, Ware, 
19:07; Thomas Rivers, Lee, 
19:10; Zac Barbiasz, Ware, 
19:57; Gavin Sawabi, Ware, 
20:25; Shawn Clark, Ware, 
21:11; Zack Boyea, Barre, 
21:20; Ben Ferro, Holyoke, 
21:35; Rick Hurst, Monson, 
21:46; Brian Farmer, Ware, 
22:02; Brandon Sawabi, 
Wa r e ,  2 2 : 0 5 ;  M i c h a e l 
Siok, Ware, 22:15; Hannah 
Dowd, Hubbardston, 23:12; 

L. Jurczyk, Ware, 23:19; 
Abigayle Goudreau, Ware, 
23:27; Tori Crevier, Ware, 
23:37; Colby Morin, Ware, 
24:08;  Adam Harr ison, 
Ware, 24:34; Dylan Sawabi, 
L u d l ow,  2 4 : 5 2 ;  M a r y 
L a n g ev i n ,  S t u r b r i d g e , 
25:28; Tiffany Richard, 
Wheelwright, 25:48; Remy 
Cahalan, Ware, 25:55; Bryan 
Maroney,  Belcher town, 
2 6 : 0 5 ;  B r e n t  Wa l t o n , 
Belchertown, 26:04; Cheri 
Chipman,  Ware,  26:06; 
Dayne Stewkesbury, Windsor 
Locks, Connecticut, 26:10; 

David Barton, Ware, 26:36; 
Kyle Gordon, Ware, 26:42; 
Chloe Cahalan, Ware, 26:46; 
Brian Shea, East Brookfield, 
26:48; Nick Monahan, New 
Braintree, 27:04; Taylor 
Green, Ware, 27:07; Amanda 
Chartier, Hardwick, 27:07; 
Erin Walsh, Barre, 27:07; 

Kyle Ragno, Ware, 27:07; 
Kirsten Desjardins, Ware, 
27 :07;  Sylv ia  Mat t raw 
Johnston, Coxsackie, New 
York ,  27 :39 ;  Ma t thew 
Spu tn ik ,  Ware ,  28 :09 ; 
Paul Skutnik, Ware, 28:16; 
S h a n n o n  D ow d ,  N ew 

Braintree, 28:52; Damian 
Johnston, Coxsackie, New 
York ,  28 :52;  Cour tney 
M o r i n ,  Wa r e ,  2 8 : 5 4 ; 
Kimberly Lookner, Ware, 
2 9 : 0 0 ;  J a m e s  S l a n ey, 
Wilbraham, 29:15; Sarah 
Harrison, Ware, 29:55; Callie 
Bouvier, Ware, 29:57; Laura 
M. Brown, Monson, 30:05; 
Matthew Gromosky, Ware, 
30:30; Steve Perkins, Warren, 
31:24; Hayley Sprague, 
Monson, 31:36; Brenda 
Howland, New Braintree, 
31:46; Kimberly Pagnoni, 
Gilbertville, 31:59; Cayley 
Cousineau, Ware, 32:21; 
Jessie Sprague, Brimfield, 
3 2 : 2 7 ;  C a i t l i n  Tr z p i t , 
Belchertown, 32:39; Molly 
Bouvier, Ware, 32:42; Alex 
Silverman, Northampton	
, 33:05; Brian Rheaume, 
Wa r e ,  3 3 : 3 9 ;  S o p h i a 
Rheaume, Ware,  33:39; 
Antonio Quinones,Holyoke, 

34:01; Christina Allingham, 
Amhers t ,  34 :16;  Paula 
Ouimette, Gilbertville, 34:32; 
Muriel le  Boyea,  Barre, 
35:59; Winter Boyea, Barre,	
3 6 : 1 8 ;  J a c o b  C r ev i e r, 
Ware, 37:41;	 Danniel le 
Crevier, Ware, 37:42; Shaina 
Curran, Springfield, 37:52; 
Sarah Buelow, Ludlow, 
37:48; Breeanna Sheldon, 
B e l c h e r t o w n ,  3 7 : 5 5 ; 
Kimberley Darling, Ware, 
38:07;  Ashlee  Bal icki , 
Ware, 38:09; Sean Flynn, 
Ware, 39:08; Anonymous 
Participant, 39:52; Dedrick 
B a u b l i t z ,  T h o m p s o n , 
Connecticut, 40:02; Graciella 
B a u b l i t z ,  T h o m p s o n , 
Connecticut, 40:02; Sarah 
Milton, Worcester, 40:04; 
Stuart Beckley, Sunderland, 
41 :23;  Mar ia  Negroni , 
Holyoke, 41:51; Samantha 
Squires, Ware, 42:20: Carrie 
Theriault ,  Ware,  43:24; 
Clarice Desjardins, Ware, 
44:11; Olivia Arsenault, 
Leominster, 47:53; Lizzie 
Niquet te ,  Ware,  47:53; 
Stephen Wool, Chicopee, 
5 3 : 1 3 ;  S a b r i n a  Wo o l , 
Chicopee, 53:21; Sondra 
Morin, Chicago, Illinois, 
5 3 : 5 7 ;  J e s s i c a  D a l ey, 
M o n s o n ,  5 5 : 3 4 ;  To n i 
Stewart, Ware, 55:34; Eric 
Dane, Ware, 59:30; Gina 
Dane, Ware, 59:29; Damien 
King ,  Chicopee ,  1 :06 ; 
Sarah Morton, Chicopee, 
1:06; Daniel Witt Jr., Ware, 
1:09; and Grant Pelletier, 
Gilbertville, 1:09.

Race benefited veterans organization

Runners and walkers participated in the first ever Memorial Day 5K this past Saturday 
sponsored by Sculpt Well Co. in partnership with the One Call Away Foundation as a 
fundraiser for the Run to Home Base organization. 

Dan Witt Jr., John Pajak and Grant Pelletier rucked the race 
course.

Kirsten Desjardins and Kyle Ragno of Ware cross the finish 
line together.

Winter Boyea of Barre 
finished with a time of 
36:18:85.

Maria Negroni of Holyoke 
makes her way to the finish 
line.

Courtney Morin of Ware 
makes her way through the 
race course.

The Sculpt Well Co. team organized and participated in the Memorial Day 5K.

Sylvia Mattraw Johnston led participants in a series of 23 
pushups to represent the number of veterans who die by 
suicide each day.
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Regular readers of the col-
umn will remember just how 
much pleasure I get out of 
making and freezing my ver-
sion of pesto. In other 
words, pesto without 
the expensive pine 
nuts.  

We use this spread 
in the rue for butternut 
squash lasagna and on 
pizza in place of mar-
inara sauce. Sadly, we 
ran out of our frozen 
“cubes” over a month 
ago and have had to 
resort to the store bought 
tubes of the paste.  

They’re okay, but certain-
ly not as tasty as homegrown. 
I vow I will grow more basil 
this year. Alas, if only the 
weather would cooperate.  

Read on to learn how to 
grow, harvest and ultimate-
ly turn these flavorful leaves 
into “summer in an ice cube.”

Over the years I have 
found that there are just 
a few obstacles to growing 
great basil. Seeds should be 
planted indoors – rarely will 
they do well from an outdoor 
sowing.  

Start basil about the same 
time that tomatoes are sown, 
in mid to late March. Basil 
is particularly cold sensitive, 
so be sure that all danger of 
frost has passed before trans-
planting it into the garden.   

As mentioned, we are 
waiting for the weather to 
take a turn for the better. 
Plants will die in a frost, but 
will languish during rainy 
days with temperatures in the 
forties. Hopefully this trend 
is going to subside soon.

Basil foliage has also 
been known to burn if plant-
ed outdoors without a peri-
od of hardening off. For this 
reason, gradually get seed-

lings used to bright sun and 
wind over the course of a 
week before planting in the 
ground. Provide your trans-

plants with fertile, well-
drained soil in a sunny spot.  

If, over the course of the 
summer you notice that the 
leaves are no longer grass-
green, but instead are pale 
or even turning brown, your 
plants may have a nitrogen 
deficiency. I usually have had 
to “top dress” my basil twice 
after planting, each time 
with a sprinkling of balanced 
organic fertilizer and some 
aged compost.  

Usually they green up in a 
matter of days.

Basil has the insatiable 
desire to flower. We must 
“deadhead” or the plant will 
fulfill its earthly desire to 
reproduce by making and 
dropping seed, all at the 
expense of foliage produc-
tion. Since we grow this 
plant for its leaves and not 
its seed, or its flowers for that 
matter, clip away the buds at 
the first sign of them.  

Another challenge to 
basil growing has been the 
Japanese beetle. Basil leaves 
riddled with chew marks 
should best be removed. 

Japanese beetles are rel-
atively easy to hand pick in 
the morning and at night. A 
gentle tap on a leaf will eas-
ily knock beetles into a wide 

mouth jar of soapy water 
positioned underneath.  

Idea l ly,  bas i l  leaves 
should be harvested after the 

dew has dried in the 
morning but before the 
sun shines too brightly; 
at that particular time 
its oils are the most 
pungent. 

As mentioned, I like 
freezing basil in paste 
form. Simply take two 
cups of rinsed and 
blotted dry basil leaves 
and coarsely chop 

them in a food processor. 
While the motor is running 
drizzle in one-quarter to one-
third of a cup of extra virgin 
olive oil. You can add par-
mesan cheese to taste or save 
that step for later. 

Spoon the paste into con-
tainers, or as I like to do, into 
ice cube trays to be frozen 
for use later on. If you like 
garlic, go ahead and add that 
in. Fan of pine nuts? Go for 
it!  

Pop the frozen cubes out 
of the tray and into freezer 
bags.  Then you can grab 
what you need for a particu-
lar recipe.

All this talk of basil has 
got me itching to get my 
transplants into the ground.  
Soon enough, let’s hope!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

More basil? Yes, please!SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I just turned 65 years 

old in February 2025. I 
need to sign up for Social 
Security but don’t even 
know where to start. 

Signed: Seeking 
Assistance 

 
Dear Seeking: 
It is fairly easy to 

sign up for your Social 
Security benefits, by 
either calling the Social 
Security Administration 
at 1-800-772-1213 or 
your local SS office, 
to make a telephone 
appointment to apply, or 
by completing your appli-
cation for Social Security 
benefits online at www.
ssa.gov/apply. However, 
to apply for benefits 
online you will need to 
first create your person-
al “my Social Security” 
account at  www.ssa.
gov/myaccount. Once 
you have your personal 
account set up, you can 
apply directly from that 
account and also see an 
estimate of your SS bene-
fits at different ages.  

You  may  a l r eady 
be aware that age 65 is 
not your Social Security 
Full Retirement Age. 
Your FRA is when you 
get 100% of the ben-
efit you’ve earned from 
a lifetime of working. 
By taking benefits at 
age 65, your monthly 
amount will be reduced 
to about 87% of your 
FRA amount; a perma-
nent reduction. Born in 
1960, your FRA is age 
67, which means you 
will be taking your SS 
benefit about two years 
early and also means that 
if you are still working, 
you will be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test. 

The AET limits how 
much you can earn before 
some of your benefits are 
taken away. For 2025, 
the annual earnings limit 
is $23,400 and, if that is 
exceeded, SS will take 
back $1 in benefits for 
every $2 you are over 
the limit they take ben-
efits back by withhold-
ing future payments long 
enough to recover what 
you owe. 

So, you can apply for 
your Social Security ben-
efits, as indicated above, 

either online or by calling 
SS for an appointment. 
Just be aware that by 
applying at age 65 your 
benefit will be perma-
nently reduced, and you 
will be subject to Social 
Security’s earnings limit. 
The earnings limit lasts 
until you reach your 
FRA, after which you can 
earn as much as you like 
without penalty.  

Also, because you are 
65, if you wish to enroll 
in Medicare, please be 
aware that you don’t 
need to take your Social 
Security benefits to enroll 
in Medicare. You can 
enroll in Medicare (only) 
by calling Social Security 
as explained above or 
enrolling in Medicare 
online. Here is a link 
which explains how to 
enroll in only Medicare: 
h t tps : / /www.ssa .gov/
medicare/sign-up 

I hope this informa-
tion is helpful, and please 
know that the AMAC 
Foundation is always 
available to answer your 
questions. If it’s easier, 
you can also speak direct-
ly to one of our certified 
Social Security Advisors 
by calling us during nor-
mal EST business hours 
at 1-888-750-2622. We 
cannot submit your SS 
application for you, but 
we can answer all ques-
tions you have about 
applying. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
s t a f f ,  t r a i n e d  a n d 
a c c re d i t e d  b y  t h e 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

How do I apply for Social Security? 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WORCESTER – Polar 
Park in Worcester is the 
home  o f  the  Na t iona l 
Baseball Poetry Festival. 

This year marked the third 
time the festival arrived at the 
home of the Worcester Red 

Sox as they recognized adult 
and youth poets across the 
U.S. and several countries 
across the world. 

Every year the festival 
hosts a poetry contest for 
both youth and adults. Kids 
in grades four-12 could par-
ticipate and submit a poem. 
This year,  the National 
Baseball Poetry Festival 

received submissions from 
37 states and four countries. 

Sharing some information 
about the festival was Pam 
Gemme of West Brookfield. 
Gemme is a big Red Sox fan 
and loves baseball, hence 
why she would soon become 
a baseball poet. 

The annual festival has 
always taken place at Polar 
Park in Worcester and high-
lights not only the poets, 
but also the passion for both 
baseball and poetry. 

Steven Biondolillo is 
the founder of the National 
Baseball Poetry Festival. The 
National Baseball Poetry 
Festival is a creation of 
Biondolillo Associates, since 
1984 the nation’s leading 
developer of branded spe-
cial-event fundraising pro-
grams for nonprofit organi-
zations. 

The festival highlights 
include two WooSox games, 
a Polar Park tour, a sunset 
catch on the field for all, a 
Poet-to-Poet Reading at The 
Worcester Pop Up, a Youth 
Reading at the ballpark, 
and an Open-Mic Night at 

Electric Haze in Worcester’s 
famed Canal District.

Gemme has been involved 
in the festival for the last 
three years and is part of the 
executive committee. 

“This is a chance to cel-
ebrate two things, baseball 
and the fine arts,” Gemme 

said.
According to Gemme, 

baseball is the biggest poetry 
sport. Not only is the city of 
Worcester the home of the 
Worcester Red Sox, aka “The 
WooSox”, but it is also the 

Local poets recognized at National Baseball Poetry Festival 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
CEO & President of the 
Worcester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, Tim Murray, 
spoke during the opening 
reception of the National 
Baseball Poetry Festival at 
Polar Park in Worcester. 

A musical performance from Stephen Murray’s “Casey at 
the Bat – A Contemporary Mini Opera” was featured in the 
opening reception. 

An umpire singing during 
the reception. Devon Kurtz, 
shown standing in the 
distance wearing a white 
baseball uniform, played 
Casey from “Casey at the 
Bat”, which was written by 
a Worcester native. 

Please see POETRY, page 12
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USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/29/25-6/4/255/29/25-6/4/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS TWIN PAK ..

USDA INSP. FROZEN 10” LARGE

BUFFALO CHICKEN PIZZA 35 OZ.

$144
lb

lb
$279

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN PARMESAN CRUSTED

TILAPIA FISH 
FILET BREADED 24 OZ BAG ..... .....

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK STEAK or ROAST

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$188
lb

lb
$299

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE .................... $499

lb

lb
$299

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1010

lb

$399

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...........................

lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS .....

$222
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF SKIRT STEAK .................
$799

In Loving Memory of
Joseph A. Supczak
October 16, 1914 - June 3, 2010

We Remember Always
Joseph & Doris Supczak’s children

The Roadhouse Cafe is Now Open 
Monday through Sunday 

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Enjoy your old favorites with some new touches
Check our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates

RC
Local ingredients
Fresh creations

(413) 323-6175
178 Federal St.

Belchertown, MA
theroadhousecafe
theroadhousecafe.belchertownma

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

ware

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Director of 
Student Services Dr. Ginger 
Coleman was joined by staff 
members and parents to dis-
cuss the outcome of a recent 
meeting to create a special 
education action plan.

At the May 21 School 
C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g , 
Coleman explained the pur-
pose of the special education 
committee and the action 
plan meeting that was held 
with various stakeholders.

The parent of a third 
grade student with autism 
said she discovered that her 
child was pulled from his 
IEP and placed on a 504 plan 
instead. She said she also 
found out that evaluations 
she requested for her student 
were not provided to him.

The parent said her stu-
dent is doing well academi-
cally, but is having challeng-
es with behavior. 

“Something’s failing him 
in school,” she said.

The parent  said this 
change from an IEP to a 
504 plan happened before 
Coleman came to the school 
district and after a lengthy 
discussion with Coleman and 
others, her student will be 
placed back on his IEP. 

Coleman said  a  fi le 
review for this student was 
conducted, and she was able 
to determine which assess-
ments had been conducted 
and which ones had not. She 
said not every evaluation for 
this student had been com-
pleted when required.

She encouraged families 

with similar situations to 
reach out to her to discuss 
any concerns. 

“That’s how we’ll address 
things as they come for-
ward,” Coleman said. “We’ll 
monitor, we’ll meet, and 
we’ll reveal.”

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D r. 
Michael Lovato said one of 
the biggest areas of concern 
identified in a recent spe-
cial education audit was the 
number of students not being 
evaluated to be on an IEP.

“I have no doubt, that we 
probably have some other 
parents out there who have 
gone through the same chal-
lenges,” he said. 

Occupational Therapist 
Andrea Adams said the 
meeting with parents and 
staff was a great start for the 
school district and it gave 
everyone a chance to have a 
voice.

Dave Greenberg, educa-
tional team leader for stu-
dents in grades six through 
12, spoke about the impor-
tance of the committee for 
all involved with the special 
education program.

“I just think that the com-
mittee is a great way for us 
to improve our practices,” he 
said.

One of the key recom-
mendations that came out of 
the committee meeting was 
to provide training for par-
ents in order to be informed 
about special education and 
feel empowered.

“Many of the parents in 
the meeting, we acknowl-
edged initial confusion about 
the difference between the 
IEPs and the 504 plans,” one 
parent said. 

The next meeting of the 
special education action 
committee will be held on 
May 29 and Coleman will 
provide an update on vari-
ous timelines including ini-
tial evaluations, IEP devel-
opment and reevaluation 
compliance and procedures. 
A training calendar will be 
shared as well. 

Coleman said there is also 
a need for trauma-informed 
training and practices.

“We do have many, many 
students who have expe-
rienced trauma,” she said. 
“That is an area that we’re 
going to delve into for plan-
ning just to address more of 
our students.”

School Committee Vice-
Chair Melissa Whitham said 
she also attended the meet-
ing, and she hopes to hear 
more from families about 
their experiences with the 
special education program.

Independent investigation
School Committee Chair 

Brian Winslow said the 
committee needed to vote to 
extend the contract for the 
independent investigation 
due to the timing of a key 
interview. He said the con-
tract will need to be extend-
ed to June 30, but the final 
report will be completed 
before that date. 

He said the scope of the 
investigation changed since 
the start and there was more 
involvement than originally 
anticipated. 

Lovato said he requested 
the investigation to look at 
the complaints brought to 
the School Committee by the 
Ware Teachers Association. 
He said to date, he had not 

received a complaint directly.
He said there are now 

three additional factors 
being looked at outside of 
the original scope of the 
investigation, including an 
alleged incident said to have 
occurred in March.

Lovato said the investiga-
tor rescheduled her interview 
with him until the end of this 
month. 

School Committee mem-
ber Aaron Sawabi said he 
still has not seen the scope 
of the investigation and said 
he did not feel comfortable 
voting to extend the contract 
because of this.

The committee voted in 
favor of extending the inves-
tigation with Sawabi and 
Julie Slattery opposed.

Superintendent’s report
Lovato  sa id  accord-

ing to the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, graduation rates 
for this year were above 
80%. He said previous grad-
uation rates have traditional-
ly been around 77-78%.

He said the biggest gain 
was students with disabili-
ties, which increased by 
26%. There were increas-
es for high needs and low 
income students as well.

“Those are typically the 
areas that people struggle 
with to get those results,” 
Lovato said. “Obviously 
there’s a lot of good things 
happening in the high school 
if they’re able to get those 
results.”

Lovato said the only area 
that went down was the rate 
of females graduating. 

Lovato said when com-

pared to other school dis-
tricts, Ware Public Schools 
had a much higher increase 
for growth in the various 
subgroups. He congratulated 
the students and staff for this 
accomplishment.

“It’s pretty amazing when 
you look at some of those 
scores,” he said. “These 
numbers don’t just happen 
on accident.”

Banner advertisement
Winslow said there is a 

need to update the banner 
advertisements that are dis-
played around the football 
field. He said it has been 
some time since prices have 
been updated. 

“Definitely costs have 
gone up,” he said.

Winslow said there is 
about $10,000 in the account 
from the banners, and he 
suggested using it to make 
improvements to fields or 
reduce athletic fees. 

Handbook updates
Lovato said updates to the 

student handbook and athlet-
ic handbook are due by the 
end of July. He said a special 
education handbook is being 
created as well.

Field usages
The School Committee 

discussed the possibility of 
investing in the school’s ath-
letic fields and maintaining 
them, pending the temporary 
closure of Memorial Field. 

Lovato said he will look 
into the cost of upgrading the 
fields, which he said would 
be a capital project. 

Staff and parents discuss special ed. action plan

mean Baystate Health. She 
said Caring Health has been 
trying to get a site in town 
since 2017.

“ T h e r e ’s  b e e n  p e o -
ple interested, it’s not just 
Baystate,” she said. 

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said the Selectboard 
and himself are in full sup-
port of healthcare in town. 
He said having it would be a 
benefit to the town, regardless 
of the site it is located on.

Beckley explained that 
Caring Health is a federal-
ly funded health center, and 
they did not receive funding 
for such a project in the past. 

Bourcier said she is also 
going to start reaching back 
out to Kennedy Community 

Health Center, who had pre-
viously said they were not 
interested in the site.

“ I t ’s  a  Hea l th  Care 
District now and we hope to 
keep healthcare over at that 
site, that should be the prior-
ity,” she said. “The Wetherby, 
it’s important to save that 
because it’s less expensive to 
renovate than it is to rebuild 
from scratch.” 

Sewer abatement continued
The Selectboard members 

reviewed a previous request 
to abate the sewer bill for 
property at 40 Church St. 
Beckley said it is the opinion 
of the Water Department that 
the abatement should not be 
approved.

The Selectboard voted 
against approval of the abate-

ment.

Opioid settlement fund use
Drug Free Communities 

Grant Director Rebecca 
Edwards of the Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance 
said they are requesting 
approximately $85,000 from 
the town’s opioid settlement 
funds.

S h e  s a i d  t h e  f u n d s 
would be used as a stop-gap 
between grant funding peri-
ods in order to keep supports 
and the director’s position 
in place. She said QHSUA 
Director Emily Kirby is 
focused on harm reduction 
and funding the director’s 
position would have a strong 
impact on the community.

“Using these funds to 
sustain a position is going to 

really maximize the impact 
by keeping this work going,” 
she said. 

Shady Path complaints
Beckley said he received 

complaints that Shady Path’s 
road surface was sticky 
during a warm day. He said 
the Highway Director said it 
may need more sand, but the 
surface was acting as it was 
supposed to.

Complaints about the 
road’s surface began after 
it was chip sealed last year. 
Other roads with the same 
treatment have not had the 
same issue.

Kusnierz asked if the town 
could hold the company that 
applied the surface account-
able when the town has to go 
out and apply sand.

Town Manager’s report
Beckley said the Three 

Mile Bridge is closed from 
May 28 until approximate-
ly June 6. He said Old 
Belchertown Road wil l 
not be available in order to 
access Route 32. 

He  sa id  Gi lber tv i l le 
Road paving is continuing 
and milling will begin on 
Greenwich Road with paving 
expected to begin May 27. 

Beckley said the town is 
looking to hire a part-time 
interim Department of Public 
Works director to help the 
departments and evaluate the 
department’s practices. He 
said the administrative assis-
tant at the Fire Station gave 
her notice and that the posi-
tion will be posted soon. 

Beckley said the pump at 
Buckley Court was leaking 
and being addressed by the 
project’s contractor. 

Special election
Selectboard Vice-Chair 

Josh Kusnierz said a spe-
cial election to fill a vacancy 
on the board would be held 
either in late July or early 
August.

“We really owe it to the 
people of this town to fulfill 
the board entirely,” Kusnierz 
said.

Annual town meeting
The annual town meeting 

will be held on Monday, June 
2 at 6:30 p.m. in the Ware 
High School gymnasium to 
accommodate the anticipated 
large turnout of voters.

MLH from page 1

Free jazz concert 
on the lawn is 
June 1

HARDWICK –  Weir 
River Jazz will  present 
Classical Jazz for Summer 
Daze, a big band concert, 
on the grounds of the Stone 
Church Cultural Center on 
Route 32 in Gilbertville on 
Sunday, June 1, at 2 p.m. 

Come join the musicians 
“under the tent” to hear the 
great sounds of a traditional 
Big Band. Bring a blanket or 
lawn chair and relax to some 
great sounds. 

This concert is open to the 
public and there is no charge 
for admission. In case of 
inclement weather, the con-
cert will be held in the sanc-
tuary section of the church 
building. 

This concert is sponsored 
in part by the Mass Cultural 
Council and Country Bank 
for Savings.

Wine and beer 
tasting fundraiser 
is May 30

WARE – The Friends of 
the Ware Senior Center will 
host a wine and beer tasting 
fundraiser on Friday, May 30 
from 5-7 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 1 Robbins Road.

Admission is  $5 per 
person and snacks will 
be served. There will also 
be a 50/50 raffle and a gift 
card raffle from It’s Wine 
O’clock. 

Five local craft beers and 
six wine samples will be pro-
vided by It’s Wine O’clock.
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Singers Carol Zins and 
Peggy Baxter performed the 
National Anthem with the 
accompaniment of the Ware 
River Concert Band. Henry 
Deslauriers said a prayer 
to remember the town’s 
deceased veterans.

“To those who fell in bat-
tle, we will never forget your 
sacrifice,” Deslauriers said. 

Pajak recognized state 
Sen. Peter Durant, state 
Rep. Donnie Berthiaume, 
state Rep. Todd Smola, 
Selectboard members Nancy 
Talbot, John Desmond and 
Jack Cascio, Town Manager 
Stuart Beckley, Veterans 

Agent Mark Avis and Parade 
Marshal Robert Bruso. 

Bruso is also the 1st 
Vice Commander for the 
AMVETS of Massachusetts. 
He was joined by Ed Wyzik, 
State Commander of the 
AMVETS.

As Pajak recognized 
the Gold Star families in 
attendance at the ceremo-
ny, the Melha Highlanders 
of Springfield performed 
“Amazing Grace”.

“We thank you for your 
sacrifice to the country,” 
Pajak said to the Gold Star 
families. 

Pajak then introduced the 
featured speaker for the cere-
mony, Father Jeff Ballou, Lt. 
Col. in the U.S. Air Force

Ballou has served in the 
U.S. Air Force for over 24 
years. He has been a mili-
tary chaplain and is pastor 
of St. Catherine of Siena in 
Springfield. 

Ballou spoke about vis-
iting the U.K. and seeing 
the large plot of land given 
by Cambridge University 
to bury those killed during 
World War II. On the beach-
es of Normandy, France, he 
envisioned what the scene 
must have looked like on 
D-Day during the largest sea-
borne invasion in history. 

“As we bent down to 
touch the sand, we saw it 
as tan, but on D-Day, it was 
red,” Ballou said. 

Ballou said while he was 
in France, he was approached 

by children who had been 
taught to thank Americans 
in perfect English, whenever 
they could. 

Ballou said the American 
cemetery in Normandy was 
filled with beautiful sculp-
tures and monuments. He 
said the French families take 
responsibility for the markers 
in that cemetery and maintain 
it each year.

Ballou said Memorial Day 
is a day for remembrance.

“They gave their lives, 
they gave their future, they 
gave time with their spouses 
and their children,” he said. 

Talbot  then read the 

Governor’s Memorial Day 
proclamation and Pajak read 
the Gettysburg Address. This 
was a tradition that has been 
missing from the Memorial 
Day ceremony for some time, 
he said.

“That’s what Memorial 
Day is about,” he said.

Steve Kutt and Frank 
Bateman read the names of 
those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice to preserve freedom. 
After the lowering and rais-
ing of the American Flag, the 
firing detail gave its salute 
and Dave Deslauriers per-
formed “Taps”.

Our Fallen Our Fallen on on Memorial DayMemorial DayRememberingRemembering 

WARE from page 1

Phil Hamel rode in the parade alongside Missy Douty. Steve Kutt and Frank Bateman read the names of those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette 
Peggy Baxter and Carol Zins sang the National Anthem.

John Slattery waved to paradegoers. He is shown with 
Shawn Clark and Scott Slattery.

Col. John Pajak, master of ceremonies for the Memorial 
Day ceremony, stood by as Henry Deslauriers said a prayer.

The Knights of Columbus marched in the parade.

The Ware River Concert Band performed a number of 
patriotic songs throughout the ceremony.

This military vehicle was part of the parade.The Fire Department had several of its apparatus in the 
parade.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary carried a banner 
in the parade. A young girl  waved from a 

firetruck.

Parade Marshal Robert Bruso was followed 
by the Melha Highlanders of Springfield.



May 29, 2025, Ware River News, Page 7

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen had an open 
discussion regarding the pro-
posed public safety complex 
on May 22. 

This was an opportunity 
for the public to speak and 
share comments regarding 
the proposed public safe-
ty complex that was talked 
about after a study was done 
by Tecton Architects. Many 
residents spoke during this 
open discussion, and many 
asked what the alternative 
plans in place were if the 
town voted not to have a pub-
lic safety complex. 

The concerns addressed 
about having a new building 
were the cost of its construc-
tion and how much taxes will 
be raised. Many of the res-
idents feel the town should 
focus on what is needed the 
most. Many residents spoke 
on the police station being 
renovated as it is current-
ly housed in the Town Hall 
building. 

The board mentioned they 
have heard about the ideas 
of renovating the Town Hall, 
and feel it is too expensive to 
do. The board also said they 
explored other buildings in 
town and said they’re either 
not ADA compliant, need 
additional renovation work 
and are only set to be tempo-
rary homes. 

The town also is limit-
ed due to the strict building 
codes it has to follow. 

One of the buildings 
looked at was the former 
Cornerstone Bank building 
across the street from the 
Town Hall. The board feels 
that building has to have 
much needed improvements. 
The train station was looked 
at as well, but is too small.

The board thinks the town 
needs a building that is a cat-
egory four building and can 
withstand heavy storms, hur-
ricanes, and tornadoes. 

S e l e c t m e n  D a v i d 
Dufresne reminded the pub-
lic that the subject of the 
public safety complex is only 
informational and there are 
no decisions being made. 

“This is an informational 
thing,” Dufresne said. 

Tecton Architects con-
ducted a study and had iden-
tified three possible locations 
for a public safety complex 
that could house both the 
Fire and Police departments.

The board believes having 
this study done gives them 
an opportunity to look for 
grants. The rown received a 
grant to do the Tecton study 
and there was no cost to the 
town. 

One resident asked the 
board if they can look into 
companies that do reno-
vations on old buildings. 
Selectmen Chair Richard 
Eichacker asked the public if 
they got copies of the presen-
tation from the informational 
meeting on the complex back 
in April. If they didn’t see 
the printed copy, the video is 
available to view. 

The board encouraged 
the public to attend the next 
meeting in June. The pre-
sentation is also on the town 
website. 

Ray Kopacko came up to 
speak and wanted to inform 
the board that the open dis-
cussion is about presenting 
the facts. The board is aware 
that a lot of misinformation 
and misunderstandings have 
been posted online, and the 
board should have that cor-
rected. 

“What facts are being cor-
rected,” Kopacko said. 

Eichacker reminded the 
public that a study was only 
done for this proposed public 
safety complex and it will be 
brought to a town meeting. 

“The big push for this 
not a public safety complex 
for the next couple of years, 
but something that is going 
to last 50 years,” Eichacker 
said. 

The chair explained that 

this is part of the process, 
and it is a process that can’t 
be done quickly. The reno-
vation of the Town Hall has 
been talked about in the past 
and many parties agree it is 
not a good fit for the police 
station. 

The public also expressed 
the idea of the fire station 
will soon need to be renovat-
ed or possibly relocated into 
a bigger space. 

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
spoke on the topic and 
brought up the fire depart-
ment having to order trucks 
that meet certain standards. 
The doors of the fire station 
are 10 feet and at some point, 
there will be trucks too big 
for those doors. 

Lavoie mentioned there 
is a capital planning project 
to replace the existing trucks 
the department has. Lavoie is 
well aware on how high costs 
have gotten for equipment.

“Prices have increased 
dramatically,” Lavoie said.

Lavoie knows that other 
communities are leasing 
trucks due to the high costs 
for newer trucks. 

If the police were to move 
out of the Town Hall, the 
board wants to know what 
the town ultimately wants 
to do with the building. The 
board estimated that it would 
cost $15,000,000 or more to 
renovate the building. 

For an explanation on the 
tax rate, the Selectmen did 
remind the public that the 
study for the public safety 
complex did list out six dif-
ferent options on how to pay 
for the project. It is clear to 

all parties that taxes will go 
up, it’s just a matter of how 
much. 

The town is always look-
ing for grants but believe 
there is no grant that could 
help pay for a public safety 
complex meeting.

“There are no grants for 
public safety buildings,” 
Dufresne stated. 

Considering the rising 
costs, the board believes this 
is a project that has to be 
done close to now or some-
time in the next five years. 

Being on the town’s 
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e , 
Kopacko had some input 
on how much taxes would 
go up. The most favorable 
one for the town is going up 
about 20%. 

It is still heavily encour-
aged by the public that the 
board should consider a 
“Plan B” if the town decides 
not to vote for a new pub-
lic safety complex. It would 
require a two-thirds majority 
vote to pass, but many resi-
dents and town officials are 
not convinced a public safety 
complex project would pass. 

Resident Jim Fountain 
spoke next and said the town 
is not living within its means. 
With high taxes, Fountain 
believes that will prevent 
businesses from wanting to 
locate in Warren. He also 
feels a lot of properties in 
town are left boarded up after 
they are vacated. 

Many residents believe a 
new building is not afford-
able for a town having many 
residents on fixed incomes. 
Many still expressed belief 

that the Police Station needs 
a new location and want to 
know if grants are available 
for refurbishing the Town 
Hall. 

The board reminded the 
public that depending on how 
much money is invested in 
the building, that is when 
ADA compliance factors in. 

Jim Dusty spoke next and 
has been involved with work-
ing inside the Town Hall. 

“It is a big problem,” 
Dusty said referring to the 
current state of the building. 

The building is considered 
condemned and he worries 
that someone working in it 
now could get hurt. “It is a 
condemned building,” he said 
and the Board should take 
time on the subject. It doesn’t 
appear fair to the police is 
they continue to stay in the 
building they’re in now. 

Tecton could do a study 
for a police station, and have 
provided three possible loca-
tions for the public safety 
complex and are all listed 
with possible costs. The most 
expensive option is around 
$30 million. 

Eichacker commented, “It 
is good to see other people 
and have this discussion,” 
due to seeing more residents 
participate in this open dis-
cussion. It would be a lot to 
invest if the Town Hall could 
be renovated. However, many 
residents find it important to 
still maintain what is still in 
town. 

Derick Veliz spoke and 
reminded the residents that 
a study is being presented to 
the residents and “just show-

ing the results of the study.” 
Theboard can make sugges-
tions but is not ultimately 
deciding what is going to be 
built in town. 

The next informational 
meeting for the public safe-
ty complex will be on June 
26 at 6 p.m. at Quaboag 
Regiona l  Middle  High 
School. 

CivicPlus website 
presentation

The Board of Selectmen 
watched a presentation by 
Aleeda Crawley, Account 
Manager at CivicPlus about 
options for new town web-
site. CivicPlus provided web-
site services for the town of 
Warren. There are chang-
es coming to the sites and 
Crawley would explain some 
of them to the Board. 

C r a w l e y  p r o v i d -
ed a PowerPoint of what 
CivicPlus is doing to improve 
webs i t e  s e rv i ce s .  The 
Account Manager feels the 
town will get better value 
from the subscription. 

The current town web-
site is on Drupal 7, which is 
what CivicPlus is getting rid 
of. The company is building 
another version of central 
content management sys-
tems. According to the pre-
sentation, CivicPlus has a 
95% satisfaction rate. 

“We’re listening to our 
customers to make it better,” 
Crawley said.

With modern templates 
being introduced, it is going 
to be easier for staff and res-
idents to use. The current 
issue Warren is having with 

their website is it is not easy 
for residents to find informa-
tion. 

The  migra t ion  p ro j -
ect manager is responsible 
to communicating with the 
Town and decide what design 
works best for the website. 
While exploring options, the 
Town can choose a design 
template, a software starter 
and choose add-on options. 
CivicPlus can add accessibil-
ity to the website. 

The summary of the pro-
posal was presented and 
would take about 9-12 weeks 
to build the website. The 
town would choose one of 
five templates and a group 
training will take place to 
train staff on how to use the 
website. 

Crawley provided an 
example of the website 
design that is being recom-
mended for Warren. The 
example was the website 
design for Essex. 

The board was wondering 
what the cost would be. As 
of now, the cost is $3,680.61 
and will increase to $4,000 
the next time they renew. 
There are ways to train the 
staff during and after the 
website is built. 

“We don’t  leave you 
alone,” Crawley said.

The town is having anoth-
er company present at the 
next Selectmen’s meeting. 
Crawley encourages the 
Board to email her if they 
have any additional ques-

warren
Selectmen have open discussion on public safety complex

Please see COMPLEX, 
page 15
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HARDWICK

Parade participants stood for the reading of the names. West Brookfield Rescue Squad joined the Fire and Police departments. 

Jeff Nahkala (right) performs “Taps” while Joe Orszulak prepares to 
give the response.

Town Clerk Ryan J. Witkos reads the names of the military dead at 
the Civil War memorial alongside Parade Marshal Donald Martel.

Members of the Hardwick Fire Department marched led by Deputy 
Chief Nicholas Gaumond.

Hardwick Fire Department rests during a stop 
in the Memorial Day observances.

Veteran Mike Kubaska, Town Clerk Ryan J. 
Witkos and Select Board members William 
Tinker and Jeff Schaaf honor the fallen.

Joe Szczepanek places the wreath on the memorial.

Veterans, fire, EMS and police personnel and town officials 
marched toward the World War II memorial.

Joe Szczepanke gives a salute.

Police Chief 
James Ayotte 
led the 
Hardick-New 
Braintree 
Police 
Department.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—It has been more 
than a year since a visiting 
baseball team had celebrat-
ed a victory against Ware at 
Memorial Field.

The third-seeded Hopkins 
Academy Golden Hawks 
ended the Indians home win-
ning streak with a 7-4 win in 

the semifinals of the Western 
Mass. Class D tournament on 
May 24.

“Hopkins was the bet-
ter team in tonight’s game,” 
said Ware head coach Scott 
Slattery. “They out hit us and 
played better defense. We’ll 
need to play much better if 
we’re going to make a run in 
the state tournament.”  

The Indians, who had cap-

tured the Class D title the 
past two seasons, was the 
second seed in this year’s 
Class D tournament. They 
advanced into the semifinals 
by defeating seventh-seeded 
Turners Falls, 8-1, at home in 
the quarterfinals.

Ware entered the Division 
3 state tournament with an 
18-2 overall record. The state 
tournament pairings were 

scheduled to be announced 
on May 28. 

The last team to defeat 
Ware on their home field, 
which will be redone this 
summer, was the Southwick 
Rams, who posted a 7-1 non-
league victory on May 4, 
2024.

S ince  de fea t i ng  t he 
Indians in the 2021 Western 
Mass. Division 5 champi-

onship game, the Golden 
Hawks (12-8) have lost in the 
Class D semifinals during the 
past three years, including 
twice to Ware.  

Hopkins ,  who  faced 
top-seeded Pioneer Valley 
Regional in the finals, also 
made a visit to the ballpark 
located next to the Ware 

Indians fall to Hopkins in WMass playoffsIndians fall to Hopkins in WMass playoffs

Turley photos by Jack Cascio 
NEAP.smugmug.com

Jack Gaudreau fires one 
during the early innings.

Troy Dufresne cracks this shot to left center. Brady Guimond makes a great tag out at second. Owen McKeever’s ball hugs the third base line.

Cougars fall 
at home to 
Tantasqua

WARREN – Last Monday 
afternoon, Tantasqua picked up a 
17-0 win over host Quaboag. The 
season has ended for Quaboag at 
0-18. Tantasqua is 12-6 and holds 
the No. 24 spot in the power rank-
ings heading into the final week 
of the season. The Warriors will 
head for the Division 3 State 
Tournament.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Braiden Bradley fires a pitch off the mound.

Everette Tellerico comes up 
throwing in left.

Connor Burgess jumps up to grab a cutoff 
throw.

Zachary Deremian cuts a throw off and 
throws it on home.

Liam McGrath 
throws to first 
for an out.

BARRE – Heading 
into the final week of 
the regular  season, 
the Quabbin Reginal 
High School baseball 
team was looking to 
squeeze into the top 32 
of Division 4 to quali-
fy for the state tourna-
ment. But the Panthers 
were defeated in two 
games last week. First 
it was a 5-4 loss against 
Narragansett, then a 6-2 
defeat against South 
High Community. The 
Panthers had one final 
matchup scheduled 
against  Gardner on 
Memorial Day.

Panthers finish outside of playoff picture

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Adam Adams sends a pitch home.

Alijah Flint blocks a throw 
home.

Chase Talbot sends a 
throw home.

Finn Leander cuts off a 
throw and sends it home.

Travis Laroche fouls off a pitch.
Sam Morgan hustles down the 
line.

Please see WARE, page 10
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PALMER – Last week, 
Pathfinder softball suffered 
a tough loss in the quarterfi-
nals of the Western Mass. 
Class D Tournament 18-0. The 
Pioneers would then play a 
pair of consolation non-playoff 
games, concluding on Monday 
with SICS. The Pioneers 
defeated the Bulldogs 7-3 to 
finish the season 12-5 and 
increase their standing in the 
Division 5 State Tournament. 
Seeds for that tournament will 
be announced late this week or 
early next week.

Pioneers win consolation game

Greenly  Lagimoniere 
makes the catch in center. 

Kendra Burke fires to 
the plate.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Taylor Thorton connects on a base hit.

Sam Prouty hustles for first 
base.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Just l ike 
they did a year ago, the New 
England Mutiny didn’t have 
very much trouble dispatch-
ing the Maine Footy in the 
season opener.

L e d  b y  A v e r y 
Klingensmith, who scored 
a pair of second half goals, 
the Mutiny began the 2025 
campaign with a 4-1 vic-
tory before a large crowd 
at Lusitano Stadium on 
Saturday, May 17. The 
match came to an end 
during the 73rd minute due 
to a severe thunderstorm.   

“We had a very suc-
cessful season last year 
and we’re looking forward 
to picking up right where 
we left off,” said Avery 
Klingensmith, who graduat-
ed from Belchertown High 
School in 2022. “We do 
have a lot of returners and 
several new players this sea-
son. We always play very 
well in front of our home 
fans.”

The Mutiny, who fin-
ished the 2024 regular 
season with a perfect 8-0 
record, began last season 
with a 3-1 win versus the 
Footy. Their only loss came 
last July against the Santa 
Clarita Blue Heat, 3-2, in 
a penalty shootout in the 
U.W.S. National Finals in 
Buffalo, New York.

K l i n g e n s m i t h ,  w h o 
was an All-American soc-
cer player in high school, 
will be wrapping up her 
collegiate soccer career at 
American University, which 
is in Washington D.C., in 
the fall. She was selected to 
the Patriot League Women’s 
Soccer  Academic  Al l -
League Team in 2024.

“Being a member of 
a quality soccer team like 
this one helps me prepare 
for my college season,” 
Klingensmith said. “My 
college soccer team fin-
ished with a .500 record last 
season and we’re hoping to 
make the NCAA Division 
1 Tournament this year. 
American University is also 
a very good school academ-
ically.”

Klingensmith was one 
of the Mutiny starting mid-
fielders in the season opener 

There are four other 
p layers  f rom Wes te rn 
Massachusetts listed on this 
year’s Mutiny roster.

“It’s always great to 

have a Western Mass. pres-
ence on the team,” said 
Klingensmith, who’s begin-
ning her fourth season with 
the Mutiny. “It’s a lot of fun 
being teammates with them 
on this team.”

Aida Name, who was 
one of Klingensmith’s high 
school teammates, is anoth-
er returning player listed on 
the Mutiny roster. Name, 
who lives in Chicopee, was 
a starting defender against 
Maine. 

Another  s tar ter  was 
Kendall Bodak, who grad-
uated from Monson High 
School. She was also select-
ed as an All-American play-
er by the United Soccer 
Coaches in high school. 
She’ll  be a sophomore 
member of the women’s 
soccer team at Clemson 
University in the fall. 

Bodak, who’s a forward, 
was listed on the Mutiny 
roster a year ago, but she 
didn’t play in any matches.

“It’s an honor to be 
a member of this soccer 
team,” Bodak said. “It’s 
also fun being teammates 
with the other players from 
Western Mass.”

One of Bodak’s team-
mates at Monson High 
School  was Tennessee 
Murphy,  who current -
ly attends The Loomis 
Chaffee School in Windsor, 
Connecticut. Murphy was 
also selected as an All-
American soccer player last 
fall. She entered the season 
opening match for the first 
time as a defender at the 
start of the second half.

Another local player on 
the Mutiny roster is Olivia 
Crespo, who graduated 
from Ludlow High School. 
She’ll be entering her senior 
season at Franklin Pierce 
University.

For the first time since 
the Mutiny started playing 
home games in Ludlow, 
Hope Santaniello wasn’t 
listed on the opening day 
roster. 

Santaniello, who was an 
All-American soccer player 
at Agawam High School, is 
currently playing for a pro-
fessional women’s soccer 
team in Iceland.  

Alexis Legowski , who 
was another member of last 
year’s Mutiny squad from 
South Hadley, is playing for 
a professional soccer team 
in Poland,

Mutiny opens up regular 
season with victory

River on April 28. The 
Indians pulled out a 3-1 win 
in that contest.

“We made a couple of 
costly mistakes late in the 
game when we played here 
at the beginning of the reg-
ular season,” said Hopkins 
Academy head coach Daniel 
Vreeland. “We just executed 
very well in tonight’s game. 
We also took advantage of 
their mistakes.”  

With the help of two 
fielding errors made by the 
Indians defense, the Golden 
Hawks loaded the bases 
with one out in the top of 
the first inning.

The visitors from Hadley 
took a 1-0 lead when junior 
first baseman JJ Scanlon 
hit a groundball single up 
the middle into centerfield 
against senior right-hander 
Nate Kaczuwka.

Scanlon had three of his 
team’s 13 base hits in the 
semifinals.

Kaczuwka was the win-
ning pitcher in the regu-
lar season game against 
Hopkins. He pitched the 
first five innings in the semi-
finals before trading plac-
es with junior first baseman 
Jack Gaudreau before the 
start of the sixth inning.

Ware senior centerfielder 

Jason Mumper made a per-
fect throw to junior catch-
er Kyle Kaczuwka, who 
tagged out another Hopkins 
runner trying to score on 
Scanlon’s base hit.

The Indians, who only 
had six hits against sopho-
more righty Tucker Russell, 
tied the score in the bottom 
of the first inning.

Wi th  one-out ,  Nate 
Kaczuwka beat out a ground 
ball to the shortstop for an 
infield hit. After stealing 
second base, senior third 
baseman Trevor Millet 
drove him home by hitting 
a line-drive single to the gap 
in right center.

Gaudreau, who hit a 
flyball single, scored the 
go-ahead run on a wild pitch 
with two outs in the second 
inning.

The Indians had an 
opportunity to score a few 
more runs in that frame but 
wound up leaving the bases 
loaded. They didn’t hold 
onto the slim 2-1 lead for 
very long.

The  Golden  Hawks 
retook the lead in the third 
when junior catcher Matt 
Vassallo blasted a two-run 
triple to deep left field. 
Scanlon followed with a 
run scoring double to cen-
ter. Another run crossed the 
plate following a throwing 

error giving the Golden 
Hawks a 5-2 advantage.

Between the third and 
sixth innings, the Indians 
only managed one infield hit 
against Russell. 

“I can’t say enough good 
things about Tucker’s per-
formance on the mound,” 
Vreeland said. “He’s been 
our number two pitcher all 
season long. He pitched 
very well in his first tourna-
ment start.

The Golden Hawks ace 
is Chace Earle, who hurled 
a 9-0 shutout victory against 
Monson in the quarterfinals.   

Hopkins built a 7-2 lead 
after scoring singles runs in 
the fifth and sixth innings.

Ware junior second base-
man Brodie Koczur drew 
a walk leading off the bot-
tom of the sixth inning. 
Then junior left fielder Troy 
Dufresne, who had half of 
the Indians hits, singled to 
center. Both runners moved 
into scoring position fol-
lowing a wild pitch. Koczur 
scored on a sacrifice fly 
by Gaudreau and Dufresne 
scored on another wild 
pitch, which closed the gap 
to 7-4.

Russell retired the side in 
order in the seventh inning 
before celebrating the road 
victory with his teammates.

WARE from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Abbey Jones guides a pass by an opponent.

Laci Lewis makes her way 
up the field.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The Wednesday Mixed 
Summer League at Bogey 
Lanes is two weeks into the 
season. 

T h e  R o l l i n g  S t o n e s 
bowled against Sophia’s 
Raiders in week two. In 
game one, Rolling Stones 
prevailed with a win by a 
score 425-410. In game two, 
Rolling Stones won again by 
a score of 441-423. 

In game three, Sophia’s 
Raiders won by a score of 
450-436. Phil Clough had 
the high game of 113 to help 
his team get the win. Total 
pinfall was won by Rolling 
Stones with a final score 
of 1302-1283. The highest 
game by the Rolling Stones 
was from Cindy Finney with 
a 99. 

Gutter Fingers bowled 
against Kristen’s Squad. In 
game one, Kristen’s Squad 
were victorious by a score 
of 431-429. Teammate Bob 
Button and Emily Black 
each bowled 101 to start the 
match. 

In game two, Kristen’s 
Squad won again by a score 
of 435-419. The last game 
was won by Gutter Fingers 
by a score of 432-414. Both 
teams tied for total pinfall at 
1280. 

Straight Shooters bowled 
against Gutter Dolls. In 
game one, Gutter Dolls won 
by a score of 437-432. Alan 
Nason of Straight Shooters 
started the match with 112. 

In game two, Gutter Dolls 
won again by a score of 451-
448. The last game was won 
by Gutter Dolls for a three-
game sweep over Straight 
Shooters. Final score was 
1326-1300 in favor of Gutter 
Dolls. 

Gutter Snipes bowled 
against Clock Barn in week 
two of the summer league. In 
game one, Gutter Snipes won 
the first game by a score of 
441-438. Marc Vinciulla of 
Gutter Snipes began with a 
107 game. 

In game two,  Gutter 
Snipes won again by a score 
of 447-423. Vinciulla best-
ed his first game by bowling 
111 in game two. 

In game three, Gutter 
Snipes salvaged a three-game 
sweep over Clock Barn by 
winning game three, 453-
437. Vinciulla finished with 
110 and a series of 328. Bob 
Davenport of Clock Barn fin-
ished the match with 109. 

Final score was 1341-
1298 in favor of Gutter 
Snipes. 

The Wednesday Mixed 
Summer League welcomed 
another team to the league. 
The Swistaks (Dawn, Kathy, 
Pete and Steve) will be bowl-
ing this summer at Bogey 
Lanes. 

Candlepin League NewsHoopHall 
announces 
college 
series

PHOENIX – Position 
Sports, in partnership with 
the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame, announced 
the field for the 2025 Hall 
of Fame Series Baltimore 
at the CFG Bank Arena 
on Monday, Nov. 3. This 
marks the Hall of Fame’s 
return to Charm City fol-
lowing last year’s success-
ful debut event.

The Baltimore double-
header will feature com-
pelling local matchups 
that celebrate the region’s 
rich basketball heritage. 
Headlining the night , 
Maryland will face Coppin 
State—located 30 and 
3 miles from CFG Bank 
Arena, respectively—while 
Towson takes on Loyola 
Maryland, situated just 10 
and 6 miles away. These 
regional matchups promise 
an electric atmosphere and 
a can’t-miss night of col-
lege basketball.

“Returning to Baltimore 
for a second year demon-
strates the growing excite-
ment around the Hall 
of Fame Series and the 
region’s passion for college 
basketball,” said Melissa 
M e a c h a m - G r o s s m a n , 
President  of  Posi t ion 
Sports. “With Maryland 
head l in ing  a longs ide 
respected local programs 
like Coppin State, Towson, 
and Loyola, this event 
highlights the incredible 
basketball tradition in and 
around Baltimore. It’s an 
honor to partner with the 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame to bring these 

LUDLOW – Ahead of 
their home opener on Friday, 
May 23, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers played their first 
two regular season games 
in the USL-2 League. On 
Thursday,  May 15,  the 
Pioneers defeated Boston 
City 9-0, then defeated 
Albany Rush on Monday, 
May 19 6-0.  There was no 

shortage of offense for the 
Pioneers as they geared up 
for their home opener against 
Seacoast United Phantoms. 
Following that matchup, 
the Pioneers are headed for 
Boston to play the Bolts on 
Tuesday, June 3 at 7 p.m. 
Their next home game is 
Friday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Luistano Stadium.

Pioneers up regular season 
with pair of wins

Please see MUTINY, 
page 12

Please see HOOPHALL, 
page 12
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Water Supply Protection in 
the Quabbin/Ware Region. 

This Memorial Day cer-
emony at the cemetery is 
the result of the cooperative 
efforts of many organizations 
and individuals. The follow-
ing organizations include 
the Veterans Council  of 
Belchertown, Ware AMVETS 
#2577,  the Belchertown 
Community Band, Friend of 
Quabbin, Inc, Swift River 
Valley Historical Society, Inc 
and DCR Office of Watershed 
Management. 

The four towns of the 
Swift River Valley commem-
orated their war heroes each 
year on Memorial Day until 
the towns were disestablished 
in 1938 prior to the construc-
tion of the Quabbin Reservoir. 
The tradition of honoring 
veterans around Memorial 
Day began at Quabbin Park 
Cemetery back in 1947. 

Guests for the Memorial 
Day program got to enjoy 
some refreshments provided 
by the Friends of Quabbin. 
A special thanks went to 
Belchertown Veteran’s Agent 
Charly Roque for her invalu-
able assistance in setting up 
the program. 

The celebration began with 
a parade. The order of march 
featured the SAR Colonel 
Henry Knox Regimental 
Honor Guard, L.A. Tifft 
Camp 15 ,  Be lcher town 
Veteran’s Council ,  Ware 
AMVETS #2577, Marine 
Corps League Detachment, 
NSDAR Betty Allen and 
Duxbury Chapters, Quabbin 
R eg i o n a l  H i g h  S c h o o l 
NJROTC Cadets, Ware Scouts 
BSA Troop 281, historical 
societies, former residents and 
descendants, the buglers and 
drummers and state represen-
tatives and senators. 

The first to speak was Dan 
Clark, Regional Director of 
DCR Quabbin/Ware Region. 
Clark talked about how there 
are over 7,000 graves at 
Quabbin Park Cemetery and 
many who rest in peace on 
these grounds were service 
members and community 
members. 

“We recognize their sacri-
fice and service,” Clark said. 

State Rep. Todd Smola 
spoke during the ceremo-
ny and wanted to thank all 
who attended, including the 
talents of the Belchertown 
Community Band, who pro-
vided the patriotic music. 

Smola wanted to remind 
everyone of the importance 
of what Memorial Day is all 
about and is more than just 
being celebrated on one day. 
It is also a way to remember 
we are all teachers, so future 
generations understand why 
we celebrate Memorial Day 
every year. 

“Remember as we all 
leave, we are also teachers,” 
Smola said. “The importance 

of what Memorial Day is all 
about.”

State Rep. Aaron Saunders 
spoke a t  Quabbin  Park 
Cemetery and sees the day as 
a day to recognize the ulti-
mate sacrifices made by those 
who live in the region. 

State Sen. Peter Durant 
spoke next and acknowl-
edged 2025 being the 250th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Lexington and Concord. 
Durant mentioned that those 
who fought in the revolution 
were “patriots by choice” 
and their efforts leaving their 
family farms and homes to 
go fight for independence 
would give birth to the first 
Americans and would lay 
down their lives for the birth 
of a nation. 

S t a t e  S e n .  J o a n n e 
Comerford talked about how 
this region recognizes the four 
towns that were disincorporat-
ed for the purpose of building 
the Quabbin Reservoir. Those 
who lived in the four towns 
are forever remembered at the 
Quabbin Park Cemetery. 

For this year’s Memorial 
Day program, there was a 
special tribute for retired 
Air  Force  Major  Kei th 
P o u l i n ,  B e l c h e r t ow n ’s 
2024 Hometown Hero. For 
many years, Poulin was the 
mainstay at the Quabbin 
Park Cemetery during the 
Memorial Day Ceremony. 

P o u l i n  w a s  a w a r d -
ed a plaque as well as cita-
tions from the House of 
Representat ives and the 
Senate. All who attended this 
year’s Memorial Day program 
thanked and applauded Poulin 
for his many years of service. 

The Gettysburg Address 
was read by Nathaniel Knight 
from L.A. Tifft Camp 15. 

After the address and 
music  provided  by  the 
Belchertown Community 
Band, the placing of the 
wreaths took place. Family 
members of those communi-
ty members and veterans of 
the four towns; Dana, Enfield, 
Prescott  and Greenwich 
were in attendance to place 
the wreaths at Quabbin Park 
Cemetery. 

For Dana, it was Alice 
Adams-the Dorow Family; 
for Enfield, Helen Towne-the 
Boyko Family; Greenwich, 
Wayne Thresher-the Thresher 
Family; Prescott, Deborah 
Smi th - the  Smi th /Penny 
Family. For the Schmidt 
Bench, Todd Griswold-the 
Griswold Family. 

Poulin returned to the 
podium to give a recitation of 
the poem “In Flanders Field”. 
After a toast to the flag and 
the benediction by Steve 
Kutt, Veterans Agent Charly 
Roque thanked everyone for 
putting the event together 
and reminded everyone that 
Memorial Day is a solemn 
holiday that is meant for all to 
enjoy and it is thanks to those 
who served, past and present.  

The Ware Historical Commission is shown with their ban-
ner with the saying “The Town That Can’t Be Licked”. 

The Friends of Quabbin participated in the march. 

Ware AMVETS #2577 marched in the parade at Quabbin 
Park Cemetery.

QUABBIN from page 1

State Sen. Peter Durant 
shared some comments 
about the 250th anniver-
sary of Lexington and 
Concord this year and 
those who laid down 
their lives for the birth 
of our nation.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Belchertown Veterans 
Agent Charly Roque spoke 
during the Memorial Day 
program. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Community Development 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 
reviewed the Land Use 
Chapter of their Master 
Plan. 

S a r a h  O ’ B r i e n  o f 
Central  Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission attended the 
CDAC meeting on May 21 
and gave a brief presen-
tation about the land use 
chapter. The first subject 
brought up by O’Brien 
was brownfield assess-
ments. This process is used 
to identify environmental 
contamination on a prop-
erty to determine if it can 
be safely redeveloped or 
reused. 

O’Brien wanted to know 
if there are any underuti-
lized properties in Warren 
to look into that may 
be included for land use. 
When reviewing these 
properties for contami-
nants, and if they’re found 
they need to be taken care 
of. Owners of the property 
would have to take care of 
any possible contaminants. 

The Wrights Mill is 
included in the land use 
chapter and is being looked 
at as a potential spot for 
development in town. 
Zoning is mentioned as 
well in the land use chap-
ter. O’Brien described it as 
in-depth zoning and will 
also include short-term rec-
ommendations for zoning. 

The CDAC talked about 
the Right to Farm Act as 
an important subject for 
the land use chapter. With 
Warren having a lot of 
farms in the community, 
having a right to farm act 
would be good to include. 

Warren is in the ini-
tial phases of getting the 
Right to Farm Act involved 
within the community. The 
plan is written already and 
reviewed by the Board 
of Health. The next steps 
for the Right to Farm Act 
will be to go through town 
counsel, followed by the 
approval from the Board of 

Selectmen and then go to 
town meeting. 

The Right to Farm Act 
is helpful and protects 
farmers, who follow guide-
lines to avoid any nuisance 
claims. The surrounding 
communities near Warren 
are already Right to Farm 
communities and it may be 
good to have in Warren. 

The CDAC also dis-
cussed implementation 
matrix with O’Brien. This a 
structured tool used to plan 
and track the steps involved 
in bringing a strategy, poli-
cy, or project into action. 

The town wants to bring 
a format to help them 
decide on proper steps 
when working on certain 
projects in the future. In 
other words, some sort of 
priority list. 

The CDAC thanked 
O’Brien for her help and 
update and will talk more 
about the Master Plan at 
their next meeting in June. 

“We’re getting it done,” 
CDAC Chair Jeremy Olson 
said. 

Green Communities/
One Stop for Growth
Town Administrator 

James Ferrera discussed 
the One Stop for Growth 
and Green Communities 
grants. Ferrera has been 
working with CMRPC to 
submit a One Stop hous-
ing production plan, before 
June 4. 

This application focuses 
on low to moderate income 
residents and seniors. 
Ferrera mentioned the pro-
cess of this application 
has been possible with the 
support of state Rep. Todd 
Smola. The application will 
be sent in soon. 

Ferrera also shared 
that the town’s Green 
C o m m u n i t i e s  p r o j e c t 
is now finalized. Heat 
pumps are going through 
their final inspection. The 
town is currently compil-
ing a final report for Green 
Communities and will soon 
be looking for projects in 
the fall. 

The town is also looking 
at projects for Otis Street 
and School Street. 

CDAC reviews land use 
chapter of Master Plan

warren

WARREN – The annu-
al town meeting will be 
held on Thursday, June 12 
at 7 p.m. in the Quaboag 
Regional Middle High 
School auditorium, 284 
Old West Brookfield Road.

A special town meeting 
will precede the annual 
town meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

The last day to register 
to vote for the meetings 
will be Monday, June 2 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Annual/special town meetings 
to be held June 12



Page 12, Ware River News, May 29, 2025

Ware Police Log
During the week of May 

18-27,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
17 miscellaneous calls, 18 
administrative calls, 11 traf-
fic violations, 17 emergency 
911 calls, four motor vehicle 
accidents, four harassments, 
two damage/vandalisms, 
three frauds, one trespass, 
one safety hazard, four motor 
vehicle accidents, five animal 
calls and 25 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, May 18
3:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:47 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Palmer Road, Dispatch 
Handled

11:23 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Convent Hill 
Road, Investigated

Monday, May 19
9:35 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, High Street, Patient 
Refusal

11:36 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  West  Street , 
Services Rendered

2:20 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Greenwich Road, 
Dispatch Handled

4:39 p.m. Harassment/
S t a l k / T h r e a t ,  H i l l s i d e 
Village, Services Rendered

7 : 0 2  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, May 20
7 : 4 8  a . m .  F r a u d /

Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

12:45 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call,  Palmer Road, 
Investigated

1:52 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

2:07 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, West Street, 
Services Rendered

2:17 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

8:08 p.m. Trespass, West 
Street, Services Rendered

Wednesday, May 21
10:43 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call,  Palmer Road, 
Appears Secure After Check

6:03 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  Park Avenue, 
Investigated

Thursday, May 22
1:55 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Greenwich Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

10:15 a.m. Drugs, West 
Street, Investigated

6 : 1 3  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, Hillside Village, 
Advised

Friday, May 23
9 : 1 8  p . m .  D a m a g e /

Vandalism, West Street, 
Report Made

Saturday, May 24
3:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

6 : 1 4  a . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Berkshire Circle, 
Services Rendered

9:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasant Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Erik L. Daigle, 44, 
Hardwick

OUI-Liquor or .08%, 2nd 
Offense; Lights Violation

Sunday, May 25
5:47 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

1:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:38 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Main Street, 
Report Made

8:53 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Cra sh ,  Church  S t r ee t , 
Services Rendered

Monday, May 26
2:13 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

U p p e r  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

2 : 2 5  p . m .  S m o k e 
Investigation, Palmer Road, 
Extinguished

3:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Ande r son  Road , 
Citation/Warning Issued

Tuesday, May 27
3:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Upper Church Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

6:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Warren Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:08 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  West  Street , 
Dispatch Handled

10:36 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Pulaski Street, 
Could not Locate

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of May 
11-17, the Warren Police 
Department  responded 
to 137 building/proper-
ty checks, eight communi-
ty policings, 19 emergency 
911 calls, one safety con-
cern, two fires, two com-
plaints, one stolen vehicle, 
one larceny/theft, one fraud/
forgery, one motor vehicle 
accident, four animal calls 
and 34 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Warren.

Sunday, May 11
5:49 a.m. Fire Alarm 

Activation, Main Street, 
Investigated

1 2 : 3 7  p . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Stop, Main Street, 
Criminal Complaint

5:18 p.m. Lawnmower 
Fire, Brookfield Road, Fire 
Extinguished

Monday, May 12
9:10 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Main Street, Mutual Aid 
Assist

4:06 p.m. Vehicle Fires, 
Brookfield Road,  Fire 
Extinguished

4:36 p.m. Stolen Vehicle, 
Main Street, Report Filed

5:58 p.m. Complaint, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

7:29 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Heritage 
Dr ive ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

Tuesday, May 13
12:31 a.m. Breathing 

Difficulty, Liberty Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1 0 : 0 4  a . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Collision, Boston 
Post Road, Transported to 
Hospital

12:49 p.m. Suspicious 
Person/Vehicle, Reed Street, 
Report Filed

4:25 p.m. Suspicious 
Activity, Cronin Road, 
Report Filed

7:54 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Dean 
Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

Wednesday, May 14
8:19 a.m. Animal Bites, 

Old West Warren Road, Call 
Transferred

8 : 5 5  a . m .  S a f e t y 
C o n c e r n ,  M i l t o n  O . 
Fountain Way, Officer Took 
Call

10:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

1:50 p.m. Complaint, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

2:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

3:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning

10:38 p.m. Diabetic, 
Chapel Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Thursday, May 15
12:32 p.m. Falls, Reed 

Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

4:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:04 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope. 
B r i m f i e l d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

8:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Washington Street, 
Written Warning

Friday, May 16
7:21 a.m. Falls, Old 

West Brookfield Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

8:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Brimfield Road, 
Written Warning

8:38 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Removed to Court/Lockup

A r r e s t :  R o b e r t  P. 
Whigham, 46, Warren

Warrant
2 : 2 6  p . m .  F i r e 

Investigation, Milton O. 
Fountain Way, Investigated

4:37 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4 : 4 7  p . m .  S i c k /
U n k n o w n ,  W i n t h r o p 
Te r r a c e ,  M u t u a l  A i d 
Transport

5:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:54 p.m. Fire Alarm 
Activation, Otis Street, 
Investigated

9:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

10:07 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Chapel 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

Saturday, May 17
1:03 a.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:06 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Bemis Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Bridge Street, Written 
Warning

10:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning

10:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

10:59 a.m. Suspicious 
P e r s o n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigation

12:20 p.m. Larceny/
Theft, Yankee Drummer 
Drive, Report Filed

2:42 p.m. Fraud/Forgery, 
Main Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

The Mutiny head coach is 
Federico Molinari, who also 
coaches the Western Mass. 
Pioneers.

“It’s always nice to start 
the season with a win,” 
Molinari said. “I thought we 
played much better in the 
second half than we did in 
the first half.”  

The Mutiny pretty much 
dominated the first half, but 
the match remained scoreless 
until the 43rd minute.

That’s when Laci Lewis 
sent a crossing pass from the 
right side into the middle of 
the box where the ball was 
headed into the back of the 
net by Taylor Jenkins giving 
the Mutiny a 1-0 lead.

Lewis and Jenkins were 
teammates on the UConn 
women’s soccer team last 
year. 

There are a total of six 
UConn women’s soccer 
players listed on this year’s 
Mutiny roster.

U C o n n  h e a d  c o a c h 
Margaret Rodriguez is a for-
mer Mutiny player.

Klingensmith netted her 
first goal of the season during 
the 56th minute.

It was assisted by Kate 
Howarth, who played in her 
first match for the Mutiny 
since 2019.

Howarth began play-
ing for the Mutiny in 2012. 
After playing for the Boston 
Breakers in 2013, Howarth 
returned to the Mutiny side 
as the team captain in 2014. 

Following the 2019 sea-

son, Howarth, who’s the 
Mutiny’s all-time leading 
goal scorer and points lead-
er, signed with the Orlando 
Pride, who’s a member of the 
National Women’s Soccer 
League. 

Howarth has been side-
lined with a leg injury during 
the past couple of years, but 
is healthy again this year. 

“It  fel t  very nice to 
put this jersey on again,” 
Howarth said. “The environ-
ment here is outstanding and 
I love playing for this team. 
It’s a lot of fun.”

J o e  F e r r a r a ,  w h o ’s 
the owner and Managing 
Director of the Mutiny, was 
glad to see Howarth back on 
the field again.

“It’s very special hav-

ing Kate play for us again,” 
Ferrara said. “She’s one of 
the best players in the history 
of this club.” 

The duo of Howarth and 
Klingensmith hooked up 
again eight minutes later.

The Footy got on the 
scoreboard following a goal 
from Ava Feeley during the 
70th minute.

Just before the referee 
stopped the match, Bodak 
netted her first goal in a 
Mutiny uniform. 

Abbey Jones was credited 
with the assist.

The Mutiny will have 
a week off before hosting 
Ole’ Eagles, who are a new 
U.W.S. squad at 7 p.m. on 
May 31.   

MUTINY from page 10

Taylor Jenkins is tripped up as she tries to clear the ball.

matchups back to the world-
class CFG Bank Arena.”

Fans can sign up for 
presale information now at 
HOFSeries.com. Further 
details regarding ticketing, 
game time, broadcast cover-
age, and media credentials 
for the event will be shared at 
a later date.

The Hall of Fame Series, 
owned and operated by 
Position Sports, is a premier 
collection of multi-game, 
singular events that feature 
top collegiate basketball 
programs in high-profile 
non-conference matchups 
played both domestically 
and abroad. Past stops have 
included the following cities: 
Baltimore (2024), Charlotte 

(2023), Las Vegas (2023-24), 
New York (2024), Phoenix 
(2023-24),  San Antonio 
(2023), and Toronto (2023).

F o r  m o r e  H a l l  o f 
Fame Series information 
and updates, please visit 
HOFSeries.com or follow @
HOFSeries on all social plat-
forms.

HOOPHALL from page 10
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hometown of Ernest Thayer, 
the author of “Casey at the 
Bat”. 

Thayer wrote the famous 
poem back in 1888 and 
it was done in the city of 
Worcester. 

The festival featured 
authors of baseball and 
notable poets in atten-
dance sharing their stories 
and how both writing and 
baseball would enter their 
lives. This event is all about 
bringing li terature and 
sports together. 

“It’s a very innovative 
thing to do” Gemme said. 

During this weekend 
event, over 70 kids and 20 
adults were invited to read 
their poems at Polar Park.  

Gemme has been writing 
poetry for 15 years and her 
first manuscript was called 
“Making my Madonna”. 
Gemme loves baseball 
and poetry and runs poetry 
workshops as well. 

Biondolillo is the found-
er of the festival and has 
remained in the lead role of 
organizer. There are 45 peo-
ple across three committees 
that work on producing this. 
There is an organizing com-
mittee, a poets committee, 
and an executive commit-
tee that volunteer their time 
to put this amazing festival 
together. 

The festival began with 
an opening reception at 
Polar Park, inside the DCU 
Club. President & CEO 
of the Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Tim Murray, spoke during 
the reception and compli-
mented on the growing 

participation the National 
Baseball Poetry Festival has 
had in recent years. 

“We are here with grow-
ing participation,” Murray 
said. “Bringing baseball and 
the arts together and a focus 
on poetry.”

The Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is 
the fiscal sponsor of the 
National Baseball Poetry 
Festival and members of the 
festival greatly appreciate 
their support. 

B i l l  B a l l o u  o f 
Whitinsville also spoke at 
the reception and shared 
many baseball related sto-
ries. Ballou is a veteran 
sportswriter who covered 
the Boston Red Sox for 32 
years. 

Ballou is a strong believ-
er in baseball having many 
ties to a lot of writing. 
Thayer’s “Casey at the Bat” 
is just one of many exam-
ples as to why baseball and 
writing are well connect-
ed. Ballou wrapped up his 
presentation by stating that 
“the best baseball writing 
comes from New England.”

The next to speak was 
Bill Littlefield, a radio 
personality and sports-
writer. Littlefield shared 
a great story about how 
Willie Mays would read his 
poems. From the very first 
story he shared with the 
baseball legend, Littlefield 
would send a poem to Mays 
every year on his birthday. 

The  r ecep t ion  a l so 
included a musical perfor-
mance based off Thayer’s 
poem “Casey at the Bat”. 
Stephen Murray wrote a 
musical based off the his-
torical baseball poem and 

called it “Casey at the Bat 
– A Contemporary Mini 
Opera”. A few musical 
numbers from this play 
were performed during the 
reception and every singer/
actor had a costume to fit 
the time period of when 
Casey at the Bat was first 
told. One musical number 
had the lyrics, “A great big 
slugger in the little leagues.”

Devon Kurtz played 
Casey and was sporting a 
19th-century themed base-
ball uniform. Kurtz has 
been a part of the National 
Baseball Poetry Festival 
since its inaugural year and 
returned for the third annual 
festival at Polar Park in his 
popular “Casey at the Bat” 
baseball uniform, with bat 
in hand. 

Ethelbert Miller spoke 
during the festival and 
Biondolillo describes him 
as the most prolific base-
ball poet in America. Miller 
is the author of over 150 
poems and shared many 
great stories tied to the his-
tory of baseball. 

Biondolillo was the last 
to speak during the recep-
tion and wanted to thank 
all the poets and the people 
who made this event pos-
sible. Biondolillo recited a 
poem he wrote back in 2001 
called “In Centerfield”. 

Biondolillo would then 
talk about how the festival 
helps unite sports and the 
arts.

“We’re a true sports and 
arts festival,” Biondolillo 
said. 

For more about  the 
National Baseball Poetry 
Festival, visit baseballpoet-
ryfest.org. 

POETRY from page 4



May 29, 2025, Ware River News, Page 13

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bring up
  7. Child
 10. Formal written 

defense
 12. Bangladeshi 

currency
 13. Burial site
 14. In the lead
 15. Large recesses in 

a church
 16. Count on
 17. Defunct phone 

company
 18. Golf scores
 19. Afflicts
 21. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 22. Prominence
 27. “The Great Lakes 

State”
 28. SoCal ballplayer
 33. Location of White 

House
 34. Magnificence
 36. Hip hop 

songstress
 37. Capital of Yemen
 38. __ Blyton, 

children’s author
 39. Bomb
 40. Pancake made of 

buckwheat flour
 41. Pinkish-violet 

color
 44. A way to make 

right
 45. Monument to one 

buried elsewhere
 48. Region south of 

Dead Sea
 49. Acts out against
 50. Harsh cry of a 

crow
 51. Formal title for a 

woman

CLUES DOWN
  1. Kitchen devices
  2. Wings
  3. Mythological 

birds
  4. Everyone has one
  5. Matchstick game
  6. Bar bill
  7. Weights
  8. Satisfactorily
  9. Small amount
 10. Tree types
 11. Small 

protuberances
 12. Equivalent of 

100K BTU
 14. Type of horse
 17. More (Spanish)
 18. Argentinian 

province
 20. A bad act
 23. Moving in a 

circular way

 24. Battery type
 25. Atomic #58
 26. Popular 

breakfast food
 29. An alternative
 30. Tooth caregiver
 31. A way to 

conform
 32. Disfigured men
 35. Cool!
 36. Genus of mosses
 38. Body part
 40. Kashmiri people
 41. Round water pot
 42. Something to 

purchase
 43. Emit coherent 

radiation
 44. Indicates 10
 45. Advertising 

metric
 46. Pitching stat
 47. Head movement

of Selectmen and state Sen. 
Jacob Oliveira. 

Giving the presentations 
and announcements was 
Director of Veterans Services, 
Michelle Durkee. Selectman 
Derick Veliz gave a speech 
highlighting the importance of 
Memorial Day and those who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
their loved ones, communities 
and nation. 

“It is a solemn day of 
r e f l ec t ion ,”  Ve l iz  sa id . 
“Heroes come from all walks 
of life.”

Durkee alongside Oliveira 
would raise the American 
Flag on the common prior to 
continuing the parade. The 
next stop would be outside 
the Warren Fire Department 
for the raising of their flag. 
Firefighters and EMTs partici-
pated in the parade and proud-
ly stood saluting the flag as it 
was raised outside their fire 
station. 

Various town departments 
participated in the parade 
and made their way to West 
Warren. The Fire, Police and 
Highway departments had 
their vehicles driving as part 
of the parade. 

Members of the youth 
sports programs participated 
in the parade as well, includ-
ing Warren, West Brookfield 
Youth Football & Cheer and 
Quaboag Youth Baseball and 
Softball. The parade would 
conclude at  the Warren 
Veterans Memorial  Park 
in West Warren, next to the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

Many residents gathered to 
salute our nation’s flag one 
final time during the parade. 

Durkee came up to speak 
and thanked everyone for their 
participation and for everyone 
who attended the celebration. 
Durkee wanted everyone to 
think about what Memorial 
Day means to them as the 
parade and celebration con-
cluded. It is a day of remem-
brance and a day to thank 
those who have served. 

“This is a day to enjoy 
time with each other,” Durkee 
said. “Think about what 
Memorial Day means to you.” 

Ferrera spoke afterwards 
and expressed his thanks to all 
the veterans who have served 
as well as all the community 
members who serve and pro-
tect the community of Warren. 

WARREN from page 1

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Cemetery Commission met 
on May 20 to discuss main-
tenance and improvements

Steve Cristol  of the 
Cemetery Commission said 
he spoke with two contrac-
tors and has gotten quotes 
from each of them regard-
ing paving preparation at the 
cemetery. The commission 
plans to pave the road by the 
flagpole area of the ceme-
tery. One quote is around 
$6,000 and the other is 
$8,900. 

Cristol wanted to know if 
the Cemetery Commission 
could get funding through 
perpetual care. This source 
of funding is designed for 
long-term maintenance of 
cemetery grounds, including 
graves, mausoleums, and 
other areas. Cristol believes 
it is a good idea for the town 
to get perpetual care for its 
cemeteries and will be bene-
ficial in the future. 

“A lot of cemeteries do 
that,” Cristol said. 

The Commission’s Clerk 
Cindy Baxter talked about 
funding options and men-
tioned the idea to put in an 
article for next year’s town 
meeting. Baxter also point-
ed out if a project cost is 
over the amount of $25,000, 
it could be good for capital 
funding. 

Cristol said these ideas 
feature some rough esti-
mates. There is crack seal-
ing that needs to be done 
also on the paving project 
and Cristol thinks its best to 

get done within the year. 
For maintenance, the 

commission members want 
to talk more with Highway 
Surveyor Jeremy Olson. For 
the paving project, Cristol 
thinks Olson could grind the 
jump part that’s in the mid-
dle of the road. 

The biggest issue the 
commis s ion  wan t s  t o 
address and take care of 
this grub issue on cemetery 
grounds. Cristol thinks now 
is a good time to plan out 
how to maintain the grounds 
that are currently ravaged. 

Cemetery Superintendent 
James McKeon said sections 
E and F of the cemetery are 
the most ravaged. The com-
mission will look into on 
how St. Paul’s Cemetery has 
handled their grub issue. 

Cristol will also get a 
quote to see how much it 
will cost to fix those sec-
tions of the cemetery, as 
well as a quote for the cost 
of doing the entire cemetery. 
The commission members 
agreed it is not a good look 
for the cemetery if dead 
grass is present and visible. 

McKeon also believes 
grub control is needed 
around the flagpole area of 
the cemetery. Cristol will 
also get a quote for reseed-
ing. The commission mem-
bers hope to speak with the 
Highway Surveyor at their 
next meeting in June. 

Superintendent report
McKeon shared  h i s 

report with the commission 
and did address some new 
business. McKeon is get-
ting the cemetery ready for 
Memorial Day weekend as 

the town will be celebrating 
with its annual Memorial 
Day parade. 

The cemetery’s seasonal 
help has been working hard 
with weed whacking and 
mowing through the sec-
tions. The area is being cut 
prior to the parade, which 
takes place on May 24 and 
starts in the cemetery area. 

McKeon has been using 
the D/2 solution cleaner to 
spray the stones. The super-
intendent has been work-
ing near the entrance and 
spraying the smaller stones. 
According to McKeon, the 
solution is working great. 

“They clean up well over 
time,” Baxter commented. 

The commission mem-
bers are satisfied with the 
outcome of using D/2 solu-
tion and says the stones are 
looking brighter as a result. 
McKeon wil l  cont inue 
spraying the stones in June. 

F lowers  and  mulch 
were added to the grounds 
and Rusty’s Tree Service 
removed one large tree on 
the back hill of the ceme-
tery. There is some clean up 
work to be done afterwards 
where the tree was standing.

Flags were placed by 
the stones of veteran buri-
als with Memorial Day 
weekend  approach ing . 
McKeon reminded the pub-
lic to contact the Cemetery 
Commission if there any 
flags missing. 

McKeon mentioned the 
Highway Department got 
a new walk behind lawn 
mower for some of the 
tiered hills in the cemetery. 
The machine is being exper-
imented on. 

Cemetery Commission reviews 
maintenance and improvements

Veterans Agent Michelle Durkee and state Sen. Jacob Oliveira prepared to hoist the 
American Flag in West Warren. 

warren

Highway Surveyor Jeremy Olson drove one of the depart-
ment trucks in the parade.

A firetruck drove on Main Street through West Warren. 

Quaboag Youth Baseball & Softball represented in the 
Memorial Day parade. 

Ambulance and Highway Department vehicles were a part 
of the parade and entered the center of Warren. 

Members of the  Fire 
Department marched 

proudly during the parade.

Kids a part of the Warren West Brookfield Youth Football & Cheer participated in the 
parade and some carried their banner. 

WARE – Kids ages 5-18 
are invited to join the Ware 
Police and Fire Departments 
at the Ware High School 
track on Saturday, June 14 
from 9-11 a.m.

UMass  Bike  Po l ice 
Officers will be on hand 
to assist with bicycle safe-

ty and proper riding skills. 
Walmart staff will be on 
scene handing out free bike 
helmets to all participants.

Snacks, water, and juice 
will be available for the 
entire family to enjoy as the 
kids learn riding safety

Police and Fire host bicycle safety event June 14
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ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE

MAY 31, 9-4, JUNE 1 9-1.  
38 MEADOWLARK CIR., LUDLOW.  

Many household items, paintings, 
and furniture.  Everything must go!

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

 mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRYING TO REHOME
MY TWO SPRINGERS.

English Springer Spaniels, 1 male, 1 fe-
male Liver/white adults. Can go as a pair 
or separately. Nice temperaments, very 
friendly. 413-596-8190.

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org
Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand 
for extended periods of time. Four-day work 
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

he Town of Huntington is seeking a
 FULL-TIME HIGHWAY 

TRUCK DRIVER/EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR/LABORER.

Applicants must possess at least a Mas-
sachusetts Class D driver’s license.  Class 
A or B CDL with Air Brake Endorsement is 
preferred.  Must possess or be able to ob-
tain 2B or higher & 4G Hoisting Engineer’s 
licenses within 6 months of hire.  $22.00 to 
$28.79 per hour based on qualifications.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  Town of Huntington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME ASSISTANT

 TAX COLLECTOR.
18 hours per week to be worked Monday 
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
$20.00 to $22.00 per hour based on ex-
perience.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled.  Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

YARD AND BARN HELP. 14-years or 
older working with Morgan horses, groom-
ing and helping with showing (I need some 
good help). 508-867-7855.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES PETS HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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public notices
Town of Ware

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2025-06 & SPR-2025-01

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit Granting 
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing 
during the scheduled meeting on 
THURSDAY, June 26, 2025 at 
7:00pm, on the application of 
Jamil Jean-Jacques., for a Spe-
cial Permit and Minor Site Plan 
Review to operate as a Marijuana 
Cultivation Site under Section 
4.8.8, of the Zoning Bylaw, and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 40A. 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, this hearing will be 
conducted in person and via re-
mote means, in accordance with 
applicable law. This means that 
members of the Planning Board 
as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. In per-
son attendance will be held in the 
Board of Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via zoom. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join or join 
by phone. Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  0 Green-
wich Plains Road, Ware MA. 
Said premises being further de-
scribed in deeds recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 8050, Page 115.  
Property is also identified as As-
sessor’s Parcel 34-4-4. Zoned: 
Rural Residential (RR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING BOARD 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Ware 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, June 11, 
2025 at 6:30 PM pursuant to the 
Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. 
131 c40. The hearing will in-
clude consideration of a Request 
for Determination of Applicabil-
ity (RDA) by Patricia Goudreau, 
for removal of 1 dead tree and 
1 diseased tree located at 142 
Shoreline Dr., Ware. Said hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082. 
To view application and related 
plans, contact the Conservation 

office at 413.967.9648
Pursuant to MGL Chapter4, 

Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site:http://masspublicnotices.org. 
05/29/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS22P0315EA 
Estate of: 

George R. Gaudette 
Date of Death: 04/16/2020  

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Michael G. Gaudette  
of Montgomry, MA request-
ing that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account, First and Final 
Account and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
06/18/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 23, 2025 

Mark S Ames
Register of Probate

05/29/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by Mark 
S. Majka to Bank of America, 
N.A., dated December 28, 2007 
and recorded with the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 9359, Page 212, subse-
quently assigned to Green Tree 
Servicing LLC by Bank of Amer-
ica, N.A. by assignment recorded 
in said Hampshire County Regis-

try of Deeds at Book 11343, Page 
309, subsequently assigned to 
New Residential Mortgage LLC 
by Ditech Financial LLC f/k/a 
Green Tree Servicing LLC by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 13532, Page 62, subse-
quently assigned to Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association by 
New Residential Mortgage LLC 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 14443, Page 26, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity, but 
solely as Trustee of Citigroup 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2021-RP5. 
by Federal National Mortgage 
Association by assignment re-
corded in said Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
15231, Page 156 for breach of 
the conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on June 
12, 2025 at 8 -10 Aspen Street, 
a/k/a 8 Aspen Street, Ware, MA, 
all and singular the premises de-
scribed in said Mortgage, to wit: 

A certain tract of land or 
parcel of land situate in Ware, 
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, with the buildings thereon, 
on the westerly side of Aspen 
Street in said Ware, bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning at the northeast cor-
ner of land now or formerly of 
Greenleaf heirs on the west line 
of said Aspen Street; 

Thence westerly on line of 
land now or formerly of said 
Greenleaf heirs 70 feet to Aspen 
Grove Cemetery; 

Thence northerly on east line 
of said Cemetery 65 feet to land 
formerly of Philibert Renaud; 

Thence easterly on line of land 
formerly of said Renaud to said 
Aspen Street 70 feet; 

Thence southerly on west line 
of said Aspen Street 65 feet to the 
place of beginning. 

BEING the same premises 
conveyed to the mortgagor herein 
by deed of Mark St. Laurent and 
recorded in Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds herewith. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
and attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 

shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 
of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National As-
sociation, not in its individual 
capacity, but solely as Trustee of 
Citigroup Mortgage Loan Trust 
2021-RP5. Present Holder of 
said Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
23-007958 

05/22, 05/29, 06/05/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Man-
dolyn M. Piscioneri to Monson 
Savings Bank, said mortgage 
being dated May 18, 2022, and 
recorded in the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
14560, Page 30, of which mort-
gage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, for breach of the con-
ditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion at 11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, 
June 10, 2025, upon the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, 
namely 4 School Street, Ware, 
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, all and singular the prem-
ises described in said mortgage, 
to wit:

Beginning at the Southeasterly 
corner of land formerly of Phil-
lis H. Provencal on the Norther-
ly side of School Street in said 
Ware;

Thence Northerly on land for-
merly of said Provencal about 
seventy-five (75) feet to a cor-
ner land to land formerly of said 
Provencal;

Thence Easterly on line of 
land formerly of said Provencal 
and on land formerly of Joseph 
Dumas, Jr., in line parallel with 
the brick foundation wall of a 
barn now or formerly standing, 
partly on land formerly of said 

Provencal and partly on land for-
merly of said Dumas and two (2) 
feet southerly from said wall, fif-
ty (50) feet;

Thence Southerly on other 
land formerly of said Dumas 
about seventy-five (75) feet to a 
point in the Northerly line of said 
School Street; 

Thence westerly on said 
School Street, fifty (50) feet to 
the place of beginning containing 
more or less. 

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the mortgagor herein 
by deed dated June 6, 2016 and 
recorded at the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
12343, Page 70.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to and/or with the benefit of 
any and all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax title, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
rights of parties in possession, 
and existing encumbrances of 
record created prior to the mort-
gage, if any there be, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
Deed. 

No representations, express or 
implied, are made with respect to 
any matter concerning the prem-
ises which will be sold “as is”.

The successful high bidder 
will be responsible for paying the 
Massachusetts State Documenta-
ry Tax Stamps, all closing costs 
and all recording fees.

TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder in the sale shall 
be required to deposit cash, 
bank treasurer’s check or cer-
tified check in the amount of 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) at the time and the 
place of the sale of the premises 
to qualify as a bidder (the present 
holder of the mortgage is exempt 
from this requirement) to be held 
by the Mortgagee.  The success-
ful bidder will also be required to 
deposit an additional sum equal to 
ten percent (10%) of the amount 
bid less the $10,000.00 deposit 
(but no less than $10,000) with 
the Mortgagee’s auctioneer, Aar-
on Posnik & Co., Inc., 31 Capital 
Drive, West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts 01089 or the Mortgag-
ees attorney as may be directed 
within five (5) days of the date of 
the sale to be held by the Mort-
gagee, and the balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified or bank treasurer’s 
check at the closing which shall 
occur within thirty (30) days af-
ter the date of foreclosure sale, 
time being of the essence, unless 
the Mortgagee agrees otherwise.  
The successful bidder at the sale 
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Terms of Sale contain-
ing the above terms at the auction 
sale.

In the event that the successful 
bidder at the public auction shall 

default in purchasing the within 
described property according to 
the terms of this Notice of Mort-
gagee’s Sale and/or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale exe-
cuted at the public auction, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, at 
its election, to sell the property 
to the second highest bidder at 
the public auction provided that 
Mortgagee, in its discretion, may 
require (1) said second highest 
bidder to deposit the amount of 
the required deposit as set forth 
herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice to the 
second highest  bidder of the de-
fault of the previous highest bid-
der, (2) the second highest bidder 
to execute a Memorandum of 
Sale, and (3) the closing to oc-
cur within twenty (20) days of 
said written notice, time being of 
the essence unless the Mortgag-
ee agrees otherwise.  The Mort-
gagee reserves the right to sell 
any parcel or any portion thereof 
separately, or in any order that 
Mortgagee may choose and/or to 
postpone this sale to a later time 
or date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the sale and to further postpone 
any adjourned sale date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 
appointed for the adjourned sale 
date.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of 
the sale.

The description for the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication.
Monson Savings Bank,
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By:
David A. Lavenburg, 
Its Attorney
BACON WILSON, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA  01103
413-781-0560

05/15, 05/22, 05/29/2025

Town of Warren
Notice of FY2026 Sewer Rate 

Public Hearing
The Warren Board of Sewer 

Commissioners will be having a 
public hearing on Wednesday, 
June 18, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., 
for the purpose of discussing the 
Fiscal Year 2026 proposed sew-
er rates for both residential and 
commercial users. The hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting room on the first floor of 
the Charles E. Shepard Munici-
pal Building, located at 48 High 
Street in Warren, MA 01083. 
Residents and property owners 
are encouraged to participate. 
Comments can be mailed to the 
Warren Board of Sewer Com-
missioners at P.O. Box 1537, 
Warren, MA 01083, or emailed 
to Lisa Digris at: sewer@
warren-ma.gov   before  the hear-
ing. 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

tions. The town is taking time 
to look through proposals. 

Wrights  Mil l  Master 
Recovery Plan

The board heard from 
members  of  Weston & 
Sampson regarding the 
W r i g h t s  M i l l  M a s t e r 
Recovery Plan. Presenting on 
Zoom was Susan Mara and 
Jim Riordan and went over 
exiting conditions of the mill, 
concepts, recommendations 
and next steps. 

This project was fund-
ed through a grant the town 
received. The purpose of this 
project is to identify oppor-
tunities for job creation, busi-
ness attraction, and historic 
preservation. 

Throughout the project, 
there was a website launch, 

public meetings at the Senior 
Center, an online survey and 
10 stakeholder meetings. The 
website, wrightsmillmaster-
plan.com is still active. 

“This is a legacy site,” 
Riordan said as the town 
and this mill is very steeped 
in history. At one point, the 
Wrights Mill had parachutes 
produced during World War 
II. It is a site that represents 
industrial heritage. 

The idea is to maintain the 
mill’s historic character while 
developing a reuse approach. 
Reuse is highly encouraged. 

T h e  t wo  We s t o n  & 
Sampson representatives 
went over the conditions 
of the site such as environ-
mental and water supply. 
There are some improve-
ments needed, but many of 
the buildings are still in good 

condition. 
Mara went over the three 

concepts that could be used 
to redevelop the site. There 
is community stitch, cam-
pus quad, and neighborhood 
expansion. The targeted 
next steps include additional 
environmental assessments, 
a nomination to the national 
register, work on pre-permit-
ting desired uses, and Mass 
One Stop funding for design 
of public improvements. 

I t  i s  encouraged  by 
Weston & Sampson that the 
town can work more close-
ly with the owner of the mill 
and see how this project can 
get noticed and put more 
promotion into it. It could 
be helpful to work with the 
owner and continue to work 
in a phased perspective. 

COMPLEX from page 7

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Department of Conservation 
and Reservation’s Les and 
Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center, 100 Winsor 
Dam Road, announces the 
schedule for upcoming pro-
grams.

Please register for any 
of these events by visit-
ing https://www.mass.gov/
locations/quabbin-reservoir/
events.
Exploring the Road to Dana 

Common
Explore the road to Dana 

Common on Saturday, June 7 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The old 
foundations, stone walls, and 
shade trees of Dana Common 
will transport you to the past 
as you explore Quabbin’s 

unique history. 
This 3.6 mile round-trip 

hike will introduce you to 
some of the notable residents 
of Dana as you discover what 
life was like in the Swift 
River Valley over a hundred 
years ago.

Meet at Gate 40 on Route 
32A in Petersham. Please 
bring water and dress appro-
priately for the weather. All 
ages welcome. Dogs are not 
allowed. 
Exploring the North Side – 

Gate 22
One  Sa tu rday,  June 

14 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
explore the North Side of the 
Quabbin Watershed via Gate 
22

Join DCR staff for a 

4-mile out/back hike on 
Quabbin’s north side of the 
watershed. Participants will 
be walking down to the water 
on a dirt road through the for-
est.  

Walking to the water, 
the hike covers 2-miles and 
drops 180 feet in elevation. 
Participants will then back-
track uphill and head back 
uphill the way they came in. 
Please dress appropriately for 
the weather and bring water 
and snacks.   

Hike begins at Quabbin 
Reservoir’s Gate 22.  The 
parking area for Gate 22 
is located at the end of 
Shutesbury Road in the town 
of Shutesbury. Dogs are not 
allowed. 

DCR lists upcoming spring/summer programs
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MEMORIAL DAY SALE!!!
BEAT THE TARIFF!!! 
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!
WE REPAIR ALL BIKES!!!
WE SELL E BIKES!!!

STILL GOING ON!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Properties are Selling!  
If you are interested in 

Buying, Selling or Investing, or 
would like a competitive market 

analysis on your property, 
CALL ME TODAY.

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Upcoming Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum . $120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ....................................... $175

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Experience MORE 
with Norwegian 
Cruise Line

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 5, 2025 - 6:30 PM                          
Norwegian Slide Presentation-Hitchcock Tavern, West Brookfield
May 24-31, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway
July 19-26, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway
August 30-September 6, 2026  from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

JOHN SHEA’S 
Appliance Repair

11 Hayden Ave., Brookfield, MA 01506
508 867 7124

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

Cohasse Golf Course
Semi Private - Join Today!
Visit Cohasse.com for Times
Memberships Available 
  for 2025 Season
Bar open limited hours.
Restaurant not open yet. 
COHASSE COUNTRY CLUB
393 Eastford Road
Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: (508) 764-6801

UNDER 
NEW MANAGEMENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Heart of New England 
Council will hold its annu-
al Scout/Scouter Memorial 
Service at 6 p.m. on Saturday 
evening, May 31 at the 
Walker Scout Memorial in 
Walnut Grove Cemetery.

The general public is wel-
come to attend.

Scout ing  uni t s  f rom 
throughout the Council 
gather on the Saturday after 
Memorial Day each year to 
honor departed members 
of the Scouting commu-
nity, according to Walker 
Memorial Committee chair, 
John Ebersold. This year’s 
ceremony will honor 25 area 

Scouts and Scouters.
Participating units will 

be led into the Memorial 
Garden by bagpiper, Edie 
Simpson, from Troop 163, 
Sturbridge, and a color guard 
made up of Scouts from 
Troop 238, East Brookfield, 
and Troop 163.

The evening’s program 

will include a reading of this 
year’s Memorial Roll Call 
with brief individual remind-
ers of the Scouting involve-
ment of each Scout and 
Scouter on the list, remarks 
from Scouting officials, lay-
ing of a memorial wreath, a 
reading of Scouting found-
er Baden Powell’s farewell 

message, and presentation 
of streamers to participating 
units.

This year marks the 55th 
anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the Ronald E. Walker 
Scouting Memorial  and 
Walker Memorial Garden 
by Norman Walker to honor 
the memory of his son, Ron, 

who had been active in Troop 
128, chartered to St. Joseph’s 
Church in North Brookfield. 

With Walker providing 
the design and supervision 
for this “Living Memorial to 
Scouting,” construction start-
ed in late 1969. The Garden 
was dedicated on Memorial 
Day, May 25, 1970.

Departed Scouts/Scouters to be remembered at annual Memorial Service


