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WARE – Over 120 vot-
ers attended the annual town 
meeting Monday evening to 
make decisions on 33 arti-
cles, including a citizens’ 
petition to place a two-year 
easement on the Mary Lane 
Hospital property.

Mary Lane Hospital 
easement

Proponents of article 33, 
Cathy Buelow-Cascio and 
Cynthia Allen (also identified 
as Cynthia Allen Bourcier), 
said they put this article for-
ward to grant the town more 
time to find a healthcare 
entity interested in the Mary 
Lane Hospital site, which is 
owned by Baystate Health. 

“It’s a temporary ease-
ment ,  no t  ownersh ip ,” 
Buelow-Cascio said. 

The article asked voters to 
approve the use of $30,000 
from free cash and $25,000 
from taxation to appropriate 
the funds necessary to move 
forward with the temporary 
easement. 

B u e l ow - C a s c i o  s a i d 
“many are interested” in the 

South Street property, and 
“there’s lots of things we’re 
working on” in terms of find-
ing healthcare for the site, 
which Baystate Health has 
slated for demolition.

Resident Neil Gage said 
he lives across the street from 
the hospital and even though 
he and his family members 
were all born there, it’s time 
to let go of the idea of a hos-

pital on that site.
“I understand what the 

facility meant to the town, 
but the truth is that it’s gone,” 
he said. “It’s not coming 
back.”

Town counsel Attorney 
Nicole Costanzo said it is 
fairly common for munici-
palities to seek easements on 
properties for public purpos-
es, but that an appraisal of 

the property would need to 
be conducted and the town 
would have to pay the fair 
market value of the property.

According to the article 
put forward by Buelow-
Cascio and Allen, the pur-
pose of the easement is to 
“occupy, test and evaluate 
all aspects of the buildings 

Hospital easement article fails at TM

Flag placement 
and ceremony 
honor the fallen

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Just prior 
to Memorial Day, students 
at Hardwick Elementary 
School participated in a tra-

dition that is now in its sec-
ond year, under the direc-
tion of retired Principal Sue 
Musnicki.

Last year, Musnicki, who 
served as the acting prin-
cipal at the school at that 
time, gathered the students 
to form a field of flags at the 
school’s entrance, and she 
returned to do the same this 
year. 

Musnicki brought this 
tradition to the Quabbin 

Regional School District 
a few years ago when she 
was Co-Principal of Ruggles 
Lane Elementary School 
in Barre. Like the one in 
Barre, Musnicki hopes that 
Hardwick’s field of flags 
will continue to serve as a 
reminder of the solemnity of 
Memorial Day.

“When we go home 
today, we can look at all the 
flags we put out,” Musnicki 
said to the students. “The 

flags represent veterans who 
fought in wars.”

Joining Musnicki at this 
year’s field of flags ceremo-
ny was 31-year U.S. Army 
veteran and Sons of the 
American Revolution mem-
ber Christopher Tourtellot.

Tour te l lo t  spoke  to 
the students about the 
American Revolution and its 

Memorial DayMemorial Day
Hardwick students recoggnize 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Select 
Board met with members 
from the Finance Committee 
to further discuss the fiscal 
year 2026 budget.

At the June 2 meeting, 
the Select Board took a vote 
to reopen the full budget for 
further discussion and identi-
fy any possible revisions. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Justine Caggiano had print-
outs of the changes identi-
fied and reviewed them 
and read them to the Select 
Board. Changes include the 
debt numbers being cleaned 
up as well as finding inaccu-
rate numbers for insurance. 
The debt principal and the 
principal interest was listed 
as well. 

This year’s budget, “is 
as accurate as the number 
has been in several years,” 
Caggiano said. 

Mark Korzec  of  the 
Finance Committee brought 
up the enterprise fund. 
Having this fund, according 

FY 26 
budget 
OK’d for 
town 
meeting

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – Select 
Board  Cha i r  Er ic  W. 
Vollheim led discussion 
about the fiscal year 2026 
budget. 

At the May 27 meeting, 
Vollheim said there is a 
newer budget that has come 
before the town to be dis-
cussed. Some significant 
changes have been identified 
after the last budget discus-
sion the Select Board had 
during a joint meeting with 
the Finance Committee. 

Select Board Vice-Chair 
Wil l iam Tinker  spoke 
about reopening the budget 
and said the board already 
agreed on a budget. Tinker 
believes this discussion 
should be in new business 
because it is a new agenda 
item. It shouldn’t be consid-
ered old business when that 
business was already dis-
cussed and agreed on. 

Select Board Clerk Jeff 
Schaff wanted to know 
what the significant chang-
es are that bring the budget 
back to the Select Board. 
Vollheim said it has to do 
with expenses and insurance 
accounts being reviewed and 
the figures brought the town 
to a different amount. 

There was also an over-
lay account for surplus. 
The Assessors declared 
an overlay surplus and 
helped reduce the budget 
by approximately $62,000. 
There is also money for sta-
bilization as well. 

Schaff did inform the 
rest of the board that when 
it comes to discussing and 
forming the budget, it can 
change and be looked at 
right up until the day of the 
Town Meeting. 

“This  can  change ,” 
Schaff said even if it is dis-
cussed by the board again. 
“Even at the meeting it can 
be changed.”

The Select Board mem-
bers thought it would be 
best to reopen the bud-
get at their next meet-
ing and invite the Finance 
Committee for another 
joint meeting. Another 
topic regarding the chang-
es to the budget is making 

Select 
Board 
reviews 
changes 
to budget

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  T h i s  p a s t 
Saturday, a crew of volun-
teers worked to install a back-
stop net behind one of the 
goals at the soccer field locat-
ed behind Stanley M. Koziol 

Elementary School.
Led by Aaron Bateman, a 

Scout in in Ware’s Scouting 
America Troop 281 and a ris-
ing junior at Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School, the volunteers spent 
the morning clearing brush, 
digging holes for the poles, 

Eagle Scout project 
improves soccer field

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Scouting America Troop 281 Eagle Scout candidate Aaron 
Bateman worked with his crew of volunteers to install 
poles to secure a backstop net behind the soccer goal at 
the field behind Stanley M. Koziol Elementary School.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – This 
past Saturday, the town 
common was the site for 

the annual Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life event. 

The opening ceremony 
began with Brian Meehan 
acknowledging all the indi-
viduals and organizations 
who have contributed so 

much time and support to 
make this year’s Relay for 
Life possible. 

Meehan reminded all 
who attended the event that 

Relay for Life event embraces 
‘down on the farm’ theme

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette The field of flags will be in place through the 4th of July.

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The Quaboag Valley Relay for Life took place on the Belchertown common this past 
Saturday. Cancer survivors in the community marched in the Survivor’s Lap.
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Please see HES 
STUDENTS, page 10
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Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 

photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish. 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

 STEP INTO SUMMER...    
 AND YOUR  
NEW HOME!
What if this summer was the beginning of  
something better? At Cedarbrook Village at Ware, 
comfort, connection, and peace of mind come  
together in a community designed for you.

ENJOY SEPTEMBER RENT-FREE 
WHEN YOU SIGN A RESIDENCY 
AGREEMENT BY JUNE 30, 2025!

Call 413-758-5377 to schedule a tour.  
Discover how good life can be in our warm 
and welcoming community!

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
East Quabbin Land Trust, a 
non-profit land trust caring 
for the land that sustains us, 
will host its second annual 
Hills of East Quabbin Ride on 
Saturday, June 14. 

The Hills of East Quabbin 
Ride includes two options -- a 
23.1-mile Short Loop and a 
46.4-mile Long Loop, pass-
ing several EQLT preserves. 
Open to all ages, general reg-
istration is $70 per rider. 

Online registration is 
available through June 13 at 
www.eqlt.org/hills-of-east-
quabbin-ride and in-person on 
the day of the event until 9 
a.m. All proceeds will go to 
EQLT and support its mission 
to fostering the sustainable 
use and conservation of farm-
lands, woodlands and waters 
of Central Massachusetts. 

The routes follow local 
roads with light traffic and 
include an unpaved (dirt) sec-
tion of the Mass Central Rail 
Trail. Both routes include 
a rest stop at EQLT’s head-
quarters located at 120 Ridge 
Road in Hardwick, offer-
ing bathroom facilities and 
snacks to refuel, along with 
sweeping views of the Ware 
River Valley. 

The bike ride starts and 
ends at the Farmer Matt® 

restaurant and farm store at 
860 West Brookfield Road, 
New Braintree. Riders will 
receive a $5-off coupon for a 
hamburger, hot dog or veggie 
burger with a choice of sides 
from Farmer Matt. Other 
locally sourced farm-to-table 
options will also be available 
for purchase. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the Hills of East 
Quabbin Ride, or to learn 
about EQLT, visit www.eqlt.
org.  

About the East Quabbin 
Land Trust 

The East Quabbin Land 
Trust fosters a meaningful 
relationship with the natural 
world by conserving, con-
necting with and caring for 
the farmlands, woodlands and 
waters in the East Quabbin 
region of Massachusetts. 
EQLT works closely with 
community members to foster 
vibrant communities through 
engagement with the outdoors. 
EQLT’s work is focused on 
the communities of Barre, 
Hardwick, Hubbardston, New 
Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Petersham, Ware and 
West Brookfield. 

EQLT began in 1994 moti-
vated by concern for the loss 
of farmland and wildlife hab-

itat to unplanned sprawl. By 
working cooperatively with 
property owners, government 
agencies, conservation groups 
and other land trusts, EQLT 
has permanently protected 
7,000 acres of land. EQLT 
also worked with members 
of the Petersham communi-
ty to purchase and lease The 
Country Store, revitalizing 
the heart of the town. 

Over the past two decades, 
EQLT has purchased and 
opened 6.5 miles of former 
railroad corridor as part of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
in Hardwick, New Braintree 
and Ware, with another 1.5-
miles of rail trail slated for 
construction in 2025-26.  

About Farmer Matt 
Farmer Matt is farm-fresh 

and nothing more. Non-
GMO, no added antibiotics 
or hormones. Just farm-fresh 
and delicious. 

Farmer Matt is known 
for producing top-quality, 
pasture-raised beef, chicken 
and pork from its 400+ acre 
farm in New Braintree, which 
includes an on-site restau-
rant and farm store. Discover 
locally sourced ingredients 
and find out why Farmer 
Matt is a hidden gem in 
Massachusetts.

EQLT holds annual Hills of East 
Quabbin bike ride June 14

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 
1989 showed Elizabeth 

O’Connor from Mrs. 
Jurczyk’s second grade class 

at the Ware Elementary 
School. O’Connor was the 

second prize winner in a 
Newspapers in Education 
week contest and won a 

$100 certificate. 

the Town Clerk a full-time 
position. Currently, the Town 
Clerk is a part-time position. 
Tinker reminded the board 
that the town needs revenue 
and believes they don’t have 
the revenue to make the this a 
full-time position. 

The budget discussion 
will be tabled until their next 
meeting on June 2 and will 
be talked with the Finance 
Committee.

Pole hearing
The Select Board held a 

public hearing regarding the 
petition of National Grid/
Verizon New England. 

The company is request-
ing permission to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures including 
the necessary sustaining and 
protecting fixtures along and 
across a public way, which is 
Charity Hill Road. 

A representative from 

National Grid/Verizon New 
England gave a brief presen-
tation on what types of work 
will be done. The representa-
tive said most of the work will 
be done on Charity Hill Road. 
There were several homes 
identified on the road prior 
to this May 27 Select Board 
meeting. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Justine Caggiano informed 
the Select Board that all the 
abutters were notified of 
this project and the petition. 
Telephone poles will be locat-
ed as well as the necessary 
protecting fixtures along the 
public road. 

The Select Board approved 
the petition from National 
Grid/Verizon New England.

Committee vacancies
The Select Board had a 

discussion on the current 
vacancies on the Master 
Plan Steering Committee. 
Caggiano brought to the 

board’s attention that two 
members of the committee are 
resigning. 

The Select Board had sug-
gested to possibly shorten 
the number of members that 
can be on the Master Plan 
Steering Committee. The pos-
sible total number the Select 
Board was looking to consider 
is 11 members. 

Though there are vacan-
cies, the board and the town 
will put out postings soon to 
hopefully fill the positions 
on the Master Plan Steering 
Committee. The board did 
vote to accept the resignations 
of the two members who pre-
viously served on the com-
mittee. 

Cemetery Commission 
mowing 

The Select Board dis-
cussed the mowing con-
t rac t  fo r  the  Cemetery 
Commission. The commission 
reviewed several business-

es who could do the job for 
mowing services. Members 
of the Cemetery Commission 
said they have no concerns or 
issues and were satisfied with 
the bid from Lori Crevier. 
The amount is the same and 
the Cemetery Commission 
requests that the Select Board 
accepts the mowing contract. 

The Select Board voted 
and approved the mowing 
contract. 

Vintage baseball game
On Saturday, June 7 at 1 

p.m., town will be hosting a 
vintage baseball game as the 
Hardwick Haymakers will 
play against the Westfield 
Wheelmen. The event is spon-
sored by the Paige Memorial 
Library and Hardwick Parks 
& Recreation. 

Caggiano and other town 
employees will be participat-
ing in the baseball game.

Sewer Project Update
In old business, the Select 

Board gave an update on the 
wastewater treatment upgrade 
project. The project has a con-
tractor working across sev-
eral locations in Hardwick, 
Gilbertville and Wheelwright. 
After going over each location 
and their completion rates, 
Tinker said the overall project 
is about 69% complete. 

The Select Board believes 
this project is past the stage 
of any unforeseen conditions 
that would increase the cost 
of the project. The project is 
expected to be completed in 
December. 

Purchase and sale for Calvin 
Paige Building

A discussion took place 
regarding the purchase and 
sale agreement for the Calvin 
Paige Building. The prospec-
tive buyers spoke about mod-
ifications they wish to pres-
ent to the Select Board and 
have the desire to make the 
building a community source 

building. 
T h e r e  i s  a  L a n d 

Development Agreement that 
is required by the town to have 
and will govern the rehabili-
tation of the building and the 
redevelopment of the property. 
The prospective buyers said 
they’re okay with having the 
historic preservation restric-
tion for the property. 

There was wording added 
as part of the modifications of 
the agreement that the buyers 
wish to share with the Select 
Board and have the parties 
propose what they feel the 
town really wants. 

Legal counsel is reviewing 
the information now and will 
soon get back to the Select 
Board. After the closing of 
this agreement, the owners 
will be searching for contrac-
tors who could help with the 
development. This purchase 
and sale agreement for the 
Calvin Paige Building will be 
further discussed. 

WARE – Ware Grange’s 
next gardening workshop, 
“Succession Planting,” will 
be held on Wednesday, June 
18 at 7 p.m. at the Grange 
Hall at 297 Belchertown 
Road.

The presenter will be 
Roberta McQuaid, author 
of the weekly “In the 

Garden” column for Turley 
Publications. 

B y  n ow,  t h e  g a r -
den is in, but do you still 
have the urge to sow more 
seed? Learn how to extend 
the harvest by sowing and 
planting in succession. 
Participants will discuss 
easy re-sowers, such as bush 

beans and lettuce, and also 
take a look at tomatoes, 
peas, broccoli and more 
which can also offer fresh 
picking into the fall months 
and less money spent at the 
grocery store. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

Grange workshop on ‘Succession Planting’ is June 18

BUDGET from page 1
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508-886-4771
Restaurant & Lounge Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Fri. 2:00 pm - 9:30 pm • Saturday 11:30 am - 9:30 pm • Sunday 11:30 am - 9:00 pm

Visit our website: www.laddsrestaurant.com

Like
Us On

Prime Rib • Fresh Seafood • Brick Oven Pizza
Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday

LADD'S
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

“A Restaurant for the Whole Family”

Barre-Paxton Road
Route 122
Rutland

Let Us Take Care of

Father’s Day
Open Father’s Day
11:30 am - 9:00 pm
Having a Party or Event 

During the Summer of Celebration? 
Let Us Worry About the Food, Catering Available.

Daily
Specials

Summer
Drink

Specials

Love, ♥♥♥♥
Mom, Dad 
and brother Trey
Memae & Pepae
Great Grandparents
Doris & Joseph Supczak

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

MeganMegan
Class of 2025

Sam Houston 
State University

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – With the school 
year coming to a close, 
Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Lovato looked back at some 
of the changes that have 
taken place at Ware Public 
Schools, and highlighted the 
areas of growth.

Since his time in the 
school district, Lovato and 
Director of Student Services 
Dr. Ginger Coleman have 
made changes to the special 
education department, and 
are working to ensure that 
each student has the services 
and support they need.

A recent audit of the spe-
cial education department 
showed that improvements 
have been made since 2022.

“What the audit did show 
is that little by little, we are 
taking steps forward,” Lovato 
said.

To continue this path for-
ward and to address areas 

of concern identified by the 
audit, Lovato and Coleman 
have formed a special educa-
tion committee with parents 
and staff, to create a Special 
Education Action Plan.

One of the areas of con-
cern found by the audit was 
the lack of evidence-based 
evaluations of students.

“An area where we’ve 
taken a lot of criticism is 
on the evaluation aspect,” 
Lovato said. 

Lovato said the school 
district’s files showed that 
assessments were complet-
ed, including interviews with 
parents and student observa-
tions, as well as mandatory 
screenings for preschool stu-
dents entering kindergarten, 
but this wasn’t followed up 
with evidence-based eval-
uations to determine a true 
need for special education 
services.

He said many of the stu-
dents who were initially 
assessed as needing services, 
were later determined not 

to require them and were 
deemed “fixed.”

“A disability is a dis-
ability; it doesn’t go away,” 
Lovato said. 

Lovato said the audit 
showed that since January 
2024, Coleman has moved 
ahead with evidence-based 
evaluations, and working 
with families to determine 
the needs of their students.

A recent meeting with 
the special education com-
mittee showed there is still 
work to be done, including 
making sure that parents are 
informed and feel empow-
ered about their student’s 
education. 

Lovato said many parents 
had questions about the dif-
ference between IEPs and 
504 plans, and the school dis-
trict will provide training to 
help parents become familiar 
with both of them.

“Many paren t s  have 
acknowledged initial con-
fusion about the differences 
between IEPs and 504 Plans, 

and appreciated that this was 
directly addressed,” Lovato 
said. “Access to clear, con-
sistent communication and 
more detailed explanations in 
helping families make edu-
cated decisions in support of 
their children.”

The timeline for evalua-
tions was also discussed and 
explained during the com-
mittee meeting, and Coleman 
will delve deeper into it at 
the next meeting on May 29.

Lovato said since his time 
in the school district, he has 
pushed for special education 
students to be held to grade 
standards the same as their 
peers. He said previously in 
the high school, special edu-
cation students weren’t get-
ting grades, but were “pass/
fail” for their courses. 

He said special educa-
tion students were also only 
offered the same classes over 

Supt. discusses action plan, graduation rates

Please see GRADUATION 
RATES, page 18

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to 
the store are only accepted 
by Sue LaBarge, who can 
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, June 9

9 a.m. Tai Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch

Tuesday, June 10
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
9  a . m .  M o v i n  & 

Groovin to the Oldies with 
Lisa. $3 per class.

9-10 a.m. Meet your 
state legislators – Ware 
Town Hall

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot 
Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat	
1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  L u n c h 

Father’s Day Party
Music by Jumpin’ Juba. 

You must call the front 
desk by noon on Monday, 
June 9 to be put on the list. 
Appearance paid in part 
by a grant from the Ware 
Cultural Council and the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

1 p.m. Cornhole
5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
Wednesday, June 11
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

10 a.m. Scat
10-11:30 a.m. Kirsten 

Krieger, Quabbin Region 

DPH Nurse office hours
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga
2:30 p.m. Knitting – 

Crochet Laugh
Thursday, June 12

9 a.m. Walking Club. 
Meet at Senior Center.

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Cornhole
2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, June 13
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food 

Bank of  Western MA 
Brown Bag Program

11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, June 9
Chicken Jambalaya, 

Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, June 10

Father’s Day Party
B B Q  R i b s ,  B a ke d 

Potato, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Dessert and entertain-
ment provided by The 
Friends of Ware Seniors 
Inc.

Wednesday, June 11
Brunch
Blueberry Pancakes, 

Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, June 12
Baked Ziti with Meat 

Sauce, Salad, Dessert of 
the Day

Friday, June 13
Baked Haddock, French 

Fries, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day 

Ware Senior Center news

WARREN – The annu-
al town meeting will be 
held on Thursday, June 12 
at 7 p.m. in the Quaboag 
Regional Middle High 
School auditorium, 284 
Old West Brookfield Road.

A special town meet-
ing will precede the annual 
town meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

The last day to register 
to vote for the meetings 
will be Monday, June 2 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Annual/special town meetings 
to be held June 12

to Korzec, is essential for 
helping the town to pick up 
any debt. This fund could be 
considered a relief fund and 
should be kept solid going 
forward. 

Caggiano said this is the 
first year for the town to be 
doing some allocations for 
town expenses. For example, 
there could be $10,000 to 
allocate the sewer for town 
expenses. Korzec described 
that amount as a conservative 
number. 

The Select Board then dis-
cussed open positions on the 
Highway Department. 

“We have positions that 
aren’t filled, but we have 

them in the budget,” Select 
Board Clerk Jeffrey Schaff 
said. 

One major discussion is 
about the position of Town 
Clerk. Select Board Vice 
Chair William Tinker said 
in the past, the best practice 
for the Town Clerk is to be 
a part-time position. In the 
town’s bylaws, the Town 
Clerk position is an elected 
position, not appointed and 
it is not described as a part-
time or full-time position. 

“Its always been part-
time,” Tinker said. 

Tinker brought up the 
idea of having a committee 
set up to assess the cost, sal-
ary, benefits and the actual 
duties of the Town Clerk to 

appropriately determine if a 
shift to a full-time position 
is needed. This committee 
would be responsible for 
comparing numbers with 
other communities and then 
report to the Select Board 
and see the results. 

Tinker made a motion to 
form a five-member adviso-
ry committee to analyze the 
Town Clerk position, which 
was not seconded. 

The Select Board also dis-
cussed projections for reve-
nue. As of now, there are a 
lot of unknowns with revenue 
and Korzec described projec-
tions of revenue as conser-
vative. 

Caggiano also brought 
up that the town has a lot of 

overspent accounts and it is 
important to put money into 
the stabilization account 
and start applying money to 
capital projects. The Town 
Administrator said the town 
still has to properly fund the 
budget. 

With the town’s student 
population decreasing slight-
ly, the school budget only 
makes up around 46% of the 
town’s overall budget in FY 
26. 

The board voted 2-1 in 
favor of accepting the bud-
get as amended. The Annual 
Town Meeting will be held 
on Saturday, June 7 at 9 a.m. 
at Hardwick Elementary 
School, located at 76 School 
House Drive, Gilbertville.

FY 26 from page 1

PALMER – The commu-
nity is invited to give the gift 
of life by donating blood at 
the Baystate Health blood 
drive held on Wednesday, 
June 11 from 8:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. at Baystate Wing 
Hospital, Snow Conference 
Room.

“There continues to be 
an urgent need for blood. 
When you donate blood to 
Baystate Health, your pre-
cious gift remains in our 

local communities,” said 
Nicole VanZandt, super-
visor of BRL Blood Donor 
Services. “Please help us 
to ensure a safe and ade-
quate blood supply is avail-
able by donating blood with 
the Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Program.”

“There is no substitute 
for human blood,” VanZandt 
added. “Blood donations 
take approximately one 
hour to complete, includ-

ing the interview, donation, 
and refreshments. To donate 
blood, you must be at least 
17 years old, weigh at least 
110 pounds, have a photo ID, 
be in good health (no colds 
or sore throat), and have not 
donated blood within the 
past eight weeks.”

In appreciation, all eligi-
ble donors will receive a $10 
gift card. For more informa-
tion or to book an appoint-
ment to donate blood, call 

the Blood Donor Center at 
413-794-4600.

Mobile blood donation team coming to Palmer on June 11
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final edition before the election. 
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letters to the editor to meet our 
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As I look out my living 
room window, I can see the 
chubby round buds of one of 
my favorite June-bloomers, 
the peony. No doubt, the 
plant will be in full 
flower just in time 
for my birthday, as it 
has for a number of 
decades.  

Read on to learn 
all you need to know, 
s t r a igh t  f rom the 
archives!

Who doesn’t love 
the peony? Its frilly 
flowers, fine fragrance and fit 
form make it a favorite in the 
June perennial border.  

And although it only 
blooms for a short while, the 
plant itself is reliably hardy 
and notably long lived in our 
climate. In fact, the peony 
that grows in my garden is 
one my great grandmother 
grew in the 1930s!  

Here are a few tips to keep 
your peonies thriving for the 
next seventy years.

Planting   
Peonies are best plant-

ed in the fall, September or 
October in our area. This 
timing will give the plants 
an opportunity to develop a 
healthy stand of feeder roots 
before the ground freezes. 

Choose a location that 
receives six or more hours 
of sun a day. Don’t skimp on 
the size of the planting hole; 
one that measures a foot and 
a half deep by two and a half 
feet wide will sustain the 
plant for many years.  

If your soil is average, the 
addition of a balanced fertil-
izer may be all that is nec-
essary at planting. Soils that 
are lean should be improved 
prior to planting by amend-
ing the hole with roughly 
equal parts good soil and 
aged compost or manure.  

Peonies prefer a pH of 
6.0-7.0, a wide enough range 
to accommodate most home 
garden situations. If your 
soil is more acidic than that, 
bring up your pH by adding 
lime.  

Mail order plants usually 

arrive bareroot. These can be 
soaked in a bucket of water 
overnight to rehydrate prior 
to planting.  

When it comes time to 

plant, remember this: eyes 
point up, roots point down! 
Eyes should end up no more 
than two inches below the 
soil surface; any deeper than 
that and flowers may be sac-
rificed. Get your plants off 
to a good start by watering 
occasionally until the ground 
freezes. Once it does, a light 
mulch can be applied over 
the peonies to prevent them 
from being heaved out of 
the ground during periods of 
freeze and thaw.  

Fertilizing and Watering  
Peonies fertilized at plant-

ing time require no addition-
al food until the following 
fall. Bear in mind that too 
much nitrogen will encour-
age lots of leaves but few 
roots and flowers. For that 
reason choose a fertilizer that 
is lower in nitrogen than the 
other nutrients.  

After the third season fer-
tilize after blooming, as well 
as in the fall. An established 
peony is drought resistant, 
but if spring rains are scarce, 
a weekly watering will pro-
mote good flowers.

Staking  
Heavy peony flowers, 

especially the old-fash-
ioned types will no doubt 
bow down to the ground 
in the wind and rain unless 
staked. I usually pick some 
for the vase in the bud stage 
in an attempt to avoid this 
task, but nevertheless it 
makes the plant nice and 
tidy and should be accom-
plished. Middle weight bam-

boo stakes inserted into the 
ground on the outer edge of 
the plant cut to three-quarters 
its height, work well. Run 
two rows of twine or jute 

at one third and two 
thirds up the bamboo, 
respectively. Simply 
start by tying a knot 
on one stake, wrapping 
around the next and 
tightening as you go.  

If green bamboo 
and jute are used the 
staking will hardly be 
visible, especially if 

you don’t tighten so much 
that it looks unnatural. I have 
been using a three rung, large 
tomato cage with success for 
the last several years. The 
key is to get the cage in place 
early!

Diseases  
One year my peony buds 

wilted and dried up just prior 
to bloom. The culprit was 
botrytis.  

Good hygiene can reduce 
the risk of this fungus invad-
ing your garden. Each fall 
simply cut the stems of her-
baceous peonies down to the 
ground. Haul them off to the 
trash, don’t compost.  

If watering is necessary, 
do so early in the morning 
and water at the plant’s base 
rather than overhead to keep 
foliage dry. Any stems that 
show signs of wilting should 
be cut away and thrown in 
the trash as well. Disinfect 
clippers in between cuts.  

By next weekend, I am 
sure there will be peonies in 
a vase, perfuming the entire 
room, just like they have for 
a number of decades each 
June…

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The peony takes the stage in June

Dear Rusty: 
I’m a retired Navy vet-

eran, who is going to be 
turning 65 years old this 
year. 

My question is concern-
ing mandatory Medicare 
s ign-up requirements . 
Why do I have to sign up 
for Medicare coverage at 
65 when I can’t start col-
lecting full Social Security 
benefits until I turn 67? My 
Social Security benefits 
will not pay for my man-
datory Medicare because 
I can’t start collecting full 
Social Security benefits 
until I’m 67. 

I  currently pay for 
Tricare and utilize my local 
Veterans Administration 
medical facilities and refer-
rals for my healthcare. 
With me turning 65 and 
having to wait until I’m 67 
for my full Social Security 
benefits, it  just seems 
unfair that I’ll have to pay 
out of pocket Medicare 
monthly expenses for two 
years. Is there any way to 
avoid this unfair penalty? 

Signed:
Retired Navy Vet 

 
Dear Retired Navy Vet: 
First, I want to thank 

you for your military ser-
vice to our country. Please 
know that here at the 
AMAC Foundation we care 
a lot about our veterans 
and you may find the “For 
Veterans” section of our 
Foundation website inter-
esting – visit www.amac-
foundation.org.   

 Regarding your ques-
tion, you should be aware 
that enrolling in Medicare 
is not mandatory, but there 
are consequences if you 
do not enroll when you 
become eligible, normally 
at age 65). For one thing, 
if you are a retired veter-
an on military TriCare, 
you will lose your TriCare 
benefits if you don’t enroll 
in Medicare when you are 
eligible. 

TriCare requires that 
you enroll in Medicare 
when eligible. And, since 
you are not yet collecting 
Social Security, you will be 
required to separately pay 
the Medicare Part B pre-
mium directly to Medicare; 
they will bill you when you 
enroll in Medicare. Another 
potential consequence is 
that if you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you 
are first eligible, you may 
incur a lifetime late enroll-
ment penalty for enrolling 
in Part B later.  

Something else to keep 
in mind is that there are 
two “parts” to Medicare - 

Part A, which is coverage 
for inpatient hospitalization 
services and Part B, which 
is coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services – doc-
tors, medical tests, etc. 
Medicare Part A is free to 
you, but there is a premium 
for Medicare Part B ($185/
month for 2025). 

Note that you will need 
to pay a Part B premium as 
long as you are enrolled in 
Medicare Part B (it doesn’t 
go away after you are col-
lecting Social Security, 
but it is taken from your 
Social Security payment). 
And there is no way for 
you to avoid the Part B 
premium after enrolling 
and enrolling in Part B is 
necessary for you to con-
tinue your military TriCare-
for-life benefits. Note that 
Medicare Part A and Part B 
do not include prescription 
drug coverage, but your 
TriCare coverage usually 
does.  

It’s important to note 
that Medicare and Social 
Security are two indepen-
dent senior programs with 
different eligibility rules. 
As you may know, you 
can collect early (reduced) 
Social Security at age 65 
(and have your Medicare 
Part B premium deduct-
ed from your SS pay-
ment). But you would be 
collecting Social Security 
early and, in addition to a 
reduced benefit, you would 
also be subject to Social 
Security’s annual earnings 
test if you are still work-
ing. The SS earnings test 
limits how much you can 
earn before some of your 
SS benefits are taken away 
if you exceed the earn-
ing limit prior to your full 
retirement age. 

The Association Mature 
C i t i z e n s  Fo u n d a t i o n 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I’m a retired veteran; why 
must I pay for Medicare? 

Yellow bellied sapsucker

A Brimfield resident 
reported a yellow bellied sap-
sucker pair in his yard. 

He said in an email, “I 
began seeing a male yel-

l o w - b e l -
l ied sap-
sucker at a 
d o g wo o d 
t r e e  i n 
f r o n t  o f 
the house. 
The bi rd 
was there 
every day 
last week. 

On Saturday, I saw a female 
on the same tree. I’ll try to 
find a nest, I did find a sap-
sucker nest in the Brimfield 
State Forest a few years ago.” 
He also has a mountain ash 
in his yard with lots of sap-
sucker holes.

Yellow-bellied sapsuckers 
lap up the leaking sap and 
any trapped insects with its 
specialized, brush-tipped 
tongue from holes they 
makes in a variety of trees 
especially birch and maples 

Like many of the wood-
pecker family, it has barred 

black and white feathers with 
a red cap. The male also has 
a red throat. They sit still on 
tree trunks for long intervals 
while feeding. To find one, 
listen for their loud mewing 
calls or stuttered drumming.

Sapsuckers inhabit young 
deciduous forests. To find a 
sapsucker’s territory, people 
should keep an eye out for 
their distinctive, neatly orga-
nized rows of sap wells. They 
cling motionless to trees 
while calling, birders should 
look closely at the trees 
around the for their sharply 
contrasting black-and-white 
face stripes and the bright-
red patches on their heads.

T h e  Ye l l o w - b e l l i e d 
Sapsucker makes two kinds 
of holes in trees to harvest 
sap. Round holes extend 
deep in the tree and are not 
enlarged. The sapsucker 
inserts its bill into the hole 
to probe for sap. Rectangular 

holes are shallower and must 
be maintained continually for 
the sap to flow. The sapsuck-
er licks the sap from these 
holes, and eats the cambium 
of the tree too. New holes 
usually are made in a line 
with old holes, or in a new 
line above the old.

The sap wells made by 
yellow-bell ied sapsuck-
ers attract hummingbirds, 
which also feed off the sap 
flowing from the tree. Other 
birds as well as bats and por-
cupines also visit sapsuck-
er sap wells. Although a few 
individuals remain through-
out much of the winter in the 
southern part of the breed-
ing range, most head farther 
south, going as far south as 
Panama. Females tend to 
migrate farther south than do 
males.

Other birds
The Brimfield resident 

reports the return of the 
rose-breasted grosbeak, cat-
bird and great crested fly-
catcher. His wife saw two 
great crested flycatcher near 
the nest box a pair used last 
year. 

Eagle nests
The Brimfield resident 

also reported a tree with 
a bald eagle nest at the 
Stebbins Wildlife Refuge 
in Longmeadow fell down 
and the fire department res-
cued two chicks. They have 
been placed in the care of 
a local raptor rehabilitator. 
The chicks look to be fully 
grown, but unable to fly. 
He will care for the birds 
until they are old enough to 
release.

In Ludlow there is another 
eagle nest and there are two 
chicks in that nest also but 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 10
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Enjoy our fresh Summer Savings!
Who’s ready for savings?
For the month of June we are offering 
$25 OFF a NEW repair or 
purchase of $150 of more!

Mention this ad to receive these savings. Only valid on 
new repairs and purchases in June. Some exclusions apply.

152 Main St., Spencer • 508-885-3385 • www.cormierspencer.com
Open Tues., Wed., Fri 10-5 • Thurs. 10-6 • Sat. 10-2

Closed Sun. & Mon.

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
DOMESTIC HAM .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/5/25-6/11/256/5/25-6/11/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
SUPERIOR ON MAIN JUMBO PAK

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED 30.75 OZ 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 1 LB BAG

COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT .......

$166
lb

ea
$999

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FRIED CHICKEN CUT UP.............. $249

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 
CUTLETS CUBED ..............................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$249
lb

lb
$369

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............ $499

lb

lb
$264

$444
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND
WHOLE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$959

lb

$399

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS ......

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. MACKENZIE 12 OZ.

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS ......$299

Program Meeting
Wednesday, June 11th

Work Days 
Saturdays 

June 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th

COME ON SATURDAYS
AND DRIVE A TRAIN!

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

and land and to conduct 
engineering, environmental, 
public necessity and all other 
feasibility studies, testing 
and exploration with respect 
to the suitability of said 
property for hospital, medi-
cal clinic or other mental or 
physical health clinic purpos-
es and/or uses.”

This article comes after 
new zoning for the site was 
approved at an earlier spe-
cial town meeting, desig-
nating the 21-acre property 
as a Health Care Services 
District. 

Historical Commission 
Chair Lynn Lak said a nine-
month demolition delay was 
placed on the property last 
year, and how the commis-
sion reached out to 78 health-
care entities by phone, email 
and letter without any suc-
cess.

“Not one of them was 
interested in those build-
ings,” she said. “We worked 
really hard for almost a year. 
Nobody wanted them.”

Buelow-Cascio and Allen 
said there were interested 
entities, but that they were 
pushed away by Baystate 
Health. They said the ease-
ment would allow the town 
to have anyone interested 
tour the property without 
Baystate Health officials 
being present. 

Allen said that Caring 
Health Center had expressed 
interested in the hospital 
years ago, but had not been 
contacted by the Selectboard. 
She noted that Caring Health 
Center was “tickled” when 
she reached out to them 
recently about the site.

At a prior Selectboard 
meeting, Town Manager 
Stuart Beckley explained that 
Caring Health Center is fed-
erally funded, and that the 
reason they had not proceed-
ed with a site in Ware in the 
past was due to lack of fund-
ing. 

During the annual town 
meeting, Beckley said that 
Baystate Health officials 
have always allowed access 
to the property, and that it 
didn’t need to cost the town 
$55,000 to continue to have 
access. He also noted that 
this cost doesn’t pay for the 
engineering or testing out-
lined in the article.

“This money doesn’t 
address the other costs,” he 
said. 

Jack Cascio said having 
the easement “is going to 
give us a lot more freedom,” 
adding that what Baystate 
Health has done to the 
buildings since the hospital 
closed, was “no mistake.”

The town’s  Hospi ta l 
Review Committee had hired 
HKT Architects through use 
of a grant to present poten-
tial uses for the site, includ-
ing mixed use with medical 
and office spaces, single and 
multi-family housing, athlet-
ic fields, and more. The firm 
presented three design con-
cepts using information gath-
ered from residents, which 
were reviewed at several 
meetings last year.

Committee Chair Howard 
Trietsch said i ts  mem-
bers worked really hard to 
find use for the buildings of 
Mary Lane Hospital, and that 
environmental, engineering 
and feasibility studies were 
already conducted at no cost 
to taxpayers.

He said the cost to reuse 
just the Wetherby build-
ing was estimated to cost 
between $9-12 million. 

“I would strongly advise 
you not to vote for this 
motion,”  Trietsch said. 
“We’re not getting a hospital 
back to the site.”

Resident Dave Moriarty 
agreed with those who were 
against the article, and said 
the buildings were no lon-
ger in usable condition and 
should be taken down. 

The article failed to reach 
a two-thirds majority vote 
required to pass, with 74 vot-
ers opposed and 38 in favor. 

Town budget discussion
Article 17 asked voters 

to approve the town’s bud-
get for fiscal year 2026, 
wh ich  saw an  ove ra l l 
increase of 4.2% (including 
capital items) for a total of 
$38,613,619.

During discussion, resi-
dent Ken Higney motioned 
to amend the Parks Capital 
Expenditures l ine i tem, 
increasing it by $4.2 million 
through use of financing. He 
explained that his motion, if 
passed, would allow the town 
to replace the pool which has 
been closed for several years.

Resident Liz Cygan sec-
onded his motion, and said, 
“it’s sad driving by the pool 
seeing it unused…it’s just a 
really nice part of town.”

Beckley  sa id  tha t  a 
20-year bond would cost 
about $360,000 a year, 
if Higney’s motion was 
approved by voters. 

“The town budget has to 
absorb that cost,” he said. “It 
just challenges the budget 
going forward.”

Beckley said he fully sup-
ports the need for the pool, 
but he didn’t believe this was 
the right time to make this 
request. 

Higney said he would 
withdraw his motion, but 
Cygan requested to move 
it forward to voters. The 
motion to amend the bud-
get failed to pass with 65 
opposed and 31 in favor. 

The budget passed as 
presented with one change 
after Moderator Kathleen 
Coulombe got approval from 
voters to defer her $250 sal-
ary to the Parks Department 
budget. 

Town charter amendments
Article 29 presented vot-

ers with proposed amend-
ments to the town’s charter, 
which hasn’t been updated 
in decades according to the 
Charter Review Committee’s 
Vice-Chair Melissa Whitham. 

The committee met over 
the past year to review pro-
posed changes to the charter, 
and held a forum to review 
these changes with the pub-
lic. 

She said the amendments 
did not change the intent 
of the charter, but provided 
updates in the form of adopt-
ing gender neutral language, 
removing job descriptions, 
adding an introduction and 
definitions key, adding elec-
tronic voting information 
and changing “Board of 
Selectmen” to “Selectboard” 
and “Finance Committee” to 
“Advisory Committee.”

One of the amendments 
was to reduce the town meet-
ing quorum from 100 to 80 
voters, as the town has faced 
challenges with reaching its 
current quorum. 

Whitham said another 
amendment was to change 
the “Parks Commission” to 
the “Parks and Recreation 
Commission,” and to have 
the  Parks  Manager  be 
appointed by the Town 
Manager, instead of the com-
mission. 

Residents Higney and 
Den i s  Ouimet te  spoke 
out against this change 
of appointing authority, 
as it has always been the 
responsibility of the Parks 
Commissioners. 

Resident SK Robinson 
moved to dismiss the article, 
so that more review could be 
done of the charter, and the 
amendments could be pre-
sented at a later town meet-
ing. This motion passed with 
72 in favor and 26 opposed 

and the article was dismissed. 

OPEB payment
Resident Gregory Giles 

made a motion to reduce the 
almost $430,000 allocated 
from free cash to the Other 
Post-Employment Benefits 
Liability Trust Fund by half, 
and use that amount to pay 
for trash services to help 
clean up the town. 

Beckley said there is 
currently about $2.5 mil-
lion in the fund and Finance 
Commi t t ee  Cha i r  Ken 
Willette explained how the 
town’s financial policy out-
lines that 15% of free cash 
goes to this fund to ensure 
the town’s retirees are pro-
vided for. 

Giles said $214,990 could 
remain in free cash and that 
the Town Manager could 
appoint a committee to look 
at ways to spend that money 
to benefit the residents of the 
town.

“I think it’s a good thing 
for the town,” Giles said. 

Giles’ motion failed to 
pass, with 107 opposed 
and 13 in favor. Voters then 
approved the original motion 
on article 3, transferring the 
full amount to the OPEB 
trust fund. 

Building demolition
Both articles 23 and 24 

asked voters to transfer funds 
to pay for the demolition of 
vacant buildings.

A r t i c l e  2 3  s o u g h t 
$180,000 from free cash to 
remove buildings located 
at 92-104 Main St., which 
have been vacant since a fire 
occurred in 2016. Beckley 
said approval of the funds 
would give the town more 
leverage in trying to get the 
property owner to pay for 
the demolition, as the town 
must pay the prevailing wage 
for the removal, which could 

then be placed as a lien on 
the property.

Article 24 asked vot-
ers to transfer $40,000 
from the Water Reserve 
Fund to demolish a house 
at 116 Pleasant St., near the 
entrance of Kubinski field.

B o t h  a r t i c l e s  w e r e 
approved by voters.

Firearms in municipal 
buildings

Article 31 asked voters to 
exclude municipal adminis-
trative buildings from being 
defined as “prohibited areas” 
to carry firearms. The recent-
ly passed Act Modernizing 
Firearms Law prohibits the 
carrying of firearms gener-
ally within defined public 
buildings, such as the Town 
Hall, Senior Center and 
departmental buildings.

Po l i ce  Chie f  Shawn 
Crevier said the carrying of 
firearms by licensed individ-
uals has always been permit-
ted in these buildings, and he 
asked for the support of vot-
ers to allow this practice to 
continue. 

The motion on the articles 
passed with 79 in favor and 
30 opposed. 

Revolving fund
Voters approved article 

14, which established the 
creation of a revolving fund 
account for inspection fees 
for gas, electrical and plumb-
ing services. These fees will 
go into the revolving fund to 
pay each inspector’s salary. 

“This will avoid having to 
move money at town meeting 
to pay for overages,” Willette 
said. 

Other articles
All other art icles on 

the town meeting warrant 
passed, with the exception 
of articles 18 and 22 which 
were dismissed. 

TM from page 1

HARDWICK – Take the 
family out to the ball game 
at Roach Field, 2380 Barre 
Road, on Saturday June 7 at 
1 p.m. 

“Root, root, root for the 
home team” in a Vintage 
Baseball game between the 
Westfield Wheelmen and 
the Hardwick Haymen using 
Civil War era rules. Come 
hungry and enjoy hot dogs 
from Mimi’s, popcorn from 
Minute Man Kettle Corn, 
and water from Big Y and 
Kyle Ayres. Come cheer on 
the home team composed of 
friends and neighbors. 

Author talk
“The Theft of Dignity,” 

presented by young adult 
novelist Dennis S. Wise, on 
Saturday, June 21 at 12 p.m., 
raises awareness of peer bul-
lying in an absorbing presen-
tation that draws on examples 
from popular culture, mov-
ies, TV shows, and novels 
such as his own book, “On 
Your Side”, to encourage a 
respectful community and to 
offer solutions. 

Open to teens, educators, 
parents, and others to under-
stand the challenges teens 
face every day and to suggest 
practical tools for positive 

change, this program is fund-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Hardwick New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Summer Reading
School will soon be out, 

and the Paige Memorial 
Library Summer Reading 
program will begin registra-
tion on June 24. Sign up and 
“Level Up”.  

Level Up at Your Library 
is an all ages summer reading 
program based around puz-
zles and games that reminds 

us that libraries are not just 
a space for knowledge, they 
are a space for fun. Join 
library staff for special pro-
grams and activities, priz-
es, and lots of good books 
to borrow. Play is one of the 
ways we learn to relate to 
others, to think in new ways, 
and to foster friendships, new 
and old. 

Drumming class
Jafar Manselle and the 

Wendell Warriors drumming 
ensemble will perform and 
teach a West African rhythms 
drumming class for teens and 
adults on Tuesday, June 24, 

at 6:30 p.m. on the Common 
in Hardwick. Drums and 
percussion instruments to be 
provided, however if anyone 
has their own drum, feel free 
to bring it. 

This program is supported 
in part by a grant from the 
Hardwick Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Birds of Prey
WINGMASTERS will 

present Birds of prey and 
Indigenous American arti-
fac t s  a t  the  Hardwick 

Town House on Saturday, 
June 28 at  1 p.m. The 
WINGMASTERS is a part-
nership between Julie Anne 
Collier who has Native 
American ancestry and Jim 
Parks. They are licensed rap-
tor rehabilitators and edu-
cators. This program is sup-
ported by the Hardwick-New 
Braintree Cultural Council, 
a local agency supported by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

For more information or 
to register for any presenta-
tion, call 413-477-6704 or 
email Director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com.

Get ready to ‘play ball’ with the Paige Memorial Library
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Is your retirement 
at risk?

It’s important to save for retirement, but only half of 
Americans have calculated how much money they’ll need, 
according to the 2024 Retirement Confidence Survey by the 
Employee Benefit Research Institute. Yet without knowing how 
much you'll need, it's hard to know if you're on track to reach your 
goals for retirement.

Here are a few considerations to help shape your retirement 
savings strategy. 

Calculate how much you’ll need. You may dream of retiring 
“comfortably,” but how do you define “comfortable” in terms of 
actual money? Take the time to outline how much you spend now, 
and how much you think you’ll spend in retirement. That will help 
you understand how much you need to save now to afford the 
retirement lifestyle you want later. A financial advisor can help 
with resources and knowledge for building and managing your 
retirement strategy. 

Start saving now. It’s easy to procrastinate, especially if you 
are younger and further away from retirement. But the earlier 
you start, the less you may need to save from each paycheck to 
build your funds over time. If you’re closer to retirement, you can 
take advantage of catch-up contributions to most 401(k), 403(b), 
governmental 457 plans and the federal government’s Thrift 
Savings Plan. If you’re 50 or older, you can save pretax an extra 
$7,500 to your retirement account beyond the standard total limit 
of $23,500 allowed in 2025. Those 60–63 years old can contribute 
to these plans an extra $11,250 above the standard total limit. 
That’s an annual total of $31,000 for people ages 50 and older; 
or $34,750 for those 60–63 years old in pretax retirement plan 
contributions. 

Take the right amount of risk. You may think it’s risky to 
put money away for retirement instead of keeping it handy for 
discretionary spending. But the biggest risk of all is not reaching 
your retirement goal. For example, a portfolio that’s all in cash will 
have little increasing value over time and won’t provide any growth 
potential even to keep up with inflation. It's as if you're losing 
money every year. Then again, if your investments are only keeping 
up with inflation, your money is not growing. Consider growth 
investments to help build the funds you’ll need in retirement. The 
key is ensuring you have the appropriate amount of risk — not too 
much, but not too little — to achieve your growth goals. 

Save separately for emergencies. To protect your hard-
earned retirement savings, build an emergency fund separate from 
your long-term investments. It can help ensure you have what you 
need to cover surprises like a large auto repair, unexpected medical 
bills, temporary loss of income from changing jobs or early 
retirement caused by health issues. For most people, three to six 
months’ worth of total expenses is an appropriate amount for an 
emergency fund. And you'll want to keep it in an accessible, low-
risk account that holds cash and equivalents. Above all, try to avoid 
taking money from your long-term retirement investments. Doing 
so could result in taxes, penalties and reductions to your overall 
principal investment, all of which could affect your retirement 
savings. 

Retirement should be an exciting time to enjoy what 
you’ve worked so hard to earn. Planning for what you’ll need 
and protecting those savings can help ensure a comfortable future. 

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

and pouring concrete foot-
ings. By the early afternoon, 
the poles had been installed, 
and the net was ready to be 
hung.

The installation of the 
backstop net is the Eagle 
Scout project for Bateman, 
who joined Scouting America 
as soon as he was old enough 
and has been an active mem-
ber for five years. His love of 
soccer inspired him to plan a 
project that would help others 
enjoy the sport for years to 
come.

“I wanted to do something 
that was going to get used and 
I wanted to do something that 
would help people,” Bateman 
said. 

Bateman has played soccer 
since he was about 4 years 
old, and has only missed one 
season since that time. He 
also serves as a student coach 
during Ware Soccer Club’s 
summer soccer camp. 

Having played on the soc-
cer field regularly, Bateman 
knew the challenges ath-
letes faced when they had to 
retrieve a ball that had been 
kicked into the woods. Dense 
vegetation and poison ivy 
being two of them.

The backstop net blocks 
any balls from traveling 
beyond the field, making it 
easier for players to get and 
continue playing. 

“It’s nice to see the Boy 

Scouts doing stuff like this,” 
Ware Soccer Club coach and 
board member Herb Foley 
said.

Bateman had fundraised to 
spend last summer on a gruel-
ing backpacking trek through 
Philmont Scout Ranch in 
Cimarron,  New Mexico 
with other Scouts and adult 
leaders, and he had enough 
money left over to pay for the 
materials for his Eagle Scout 
project.

He said the only donation 
he received specifically for 
his Eagle Scout project came 

from his grandmother in the 
form of pizza to feed the hun-
gry volunteers. 

Bateman said that day he 
had three fellow Scouts and 
nine adults helping to install 
the backstop net, as well as 
friends who showed up to 
lend a hand and community 
members who came to show 
their support.

Outside of Scouts, school 
and soccer, Bateman stays 
busy working five days a 
week at his afterschool job 
and preparing for his driving 
test.

PROJECT from page 1

Turley Photos by Paula OuimetteVolunteers worked to stand up a pole for the backstop net.

Volunteers made sure the pole was level before pouring the concrete footing.Aaron Bateman tied a knot to secure a pole as the con-
crete footing sets.

Volunteer Cam held a rope to balance the pole.

Police, Fire 
host bicycle 
safety event 
June 14

WARE – Kids ages 
5-18 are invited to join 
the Ware Police and Fire 
Departments at the Ware 
High School track on 
Saturday, June 14 from 
9-11 a.m.

UMass Bike Police 
Officers will be on hand 
to assist with bicycle safe-
ty and proper riding skills. 
Walmart staff will be on 
scene handing out free 
bike helmets to all partic-
ipants.

Snacks, water, and 
juice will be available for 
the entire family to enjoy 
as the kids learn riding 
safety

West Brookfield 
Farmers Market 
is held on 
Wednesdays

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West Brookfield 
Farmers  Marke t  has 
returned on the beautiful 
West Brookfield Common 
for its 15th consecutive 
season.

The market is held 
on Wednesdays from 
3-6 p.m., rain or shine, 
throughout the spring, 
summer and early fall.

The 2025 season the 
market will feature 17 
vendors with a wide 
array of locally grown 
and made goods includ-
ing three new vendors 
sure to please the pal-
ate. The West Brookfield 
Farmers Market is held 
every Wednesday after-
noon from 3-6 p.m. on the 
common starting on June 
4 through Oct. 8, rain or 
shine.  

NEWS BRIEFS
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Ware Police Log
During the week of May 

25-June 3, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
28 miscellaneous calls, 18 
administrative calls, nine traf-
fic violations, 20 emergency 
911 calls, 10 motor vehicle 
accidents, four harassments, 
two damage/vandalisms, two 
frauds, one safety hazard, two 
thefts/larcenies, two fraud/
deceptions, one breaking and 
entering, five animal calls and 
65 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Sunday, May 25
5:47 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

1:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:38 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Main Street, 
Report Made

8:53 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Church Street, Services 
Rendered

Monday, May 26
2:13 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

U p p e r  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

2 : 2 5  p . m .  S m o k e 
Investigation, Palmer Road, 
Extinguished

3:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S t o p ,  A n d e r s o n  R o a d , 
Citation/Warning Issued

Tuesday, May 27
3:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Upper Church Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

6:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Warren Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:08 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Dispatch 
Handled

10:36 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Pulaski Street, Could not 
Locate

2 : 5 2  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Palmer Road, 
Services Rendered

2:55 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Nor th  S t r ee t ,  Se rv i c e s 
Rendered

9:22 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

Wednesday, May 28
10:10 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

1:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:55 p.m. Drugs, Pulaski 
Street, Services Rendered

5:12 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Bacon Road, Services 
Rendered

Arrest: Thomas Richter, 
18, Monson

OUI-Liquor  or  .08%; 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle; Electronic Device, 
Use While Operating Motor 

Vehicle, 1st Offense c90 s13B
5:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Babcock Tavern Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:29 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Pulaski Street, Services 
Rendered

8:06 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, River Road, Report 
Made

Thursday, May 29
10:31 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Pa lmer  Road ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

4:54 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 
Nor t h  S t r e e t ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

5:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Beaver Lake Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S t o p ,  M a l b o e u f  R o a d , 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Babcock Tavern Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

Friday, May 30
9:32 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Gilbertville Road, 
Report Made

11:08 a.m. Brush Fire, 
Greenwich Plains Road, 
Services Rendered

12:18 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Could not 
Locate

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Beaver Lake Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

5:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Babcock Tavern Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

8:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:15 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Morse Avenue, Dispatch 
Handled

Saturday, May 31
12:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Church Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

1 1 : 4 0  a . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, Coffey Hill Road, 
Services Rendered

3 : 0 8  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Fisherdick Road, 
Services Rendered

3:33 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Canal 
Street, Arrest Made

5:58 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, River Road, Services 
Rendered

Sunday, June 1
8:10 a.m. Drugs, Cherry 

Street, Services Rendered
8:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, North Street, Arrest
Arrest: Jose L. Gonzalez 

Vazquez, 36, Ware
Crosswalk  Vio la t ion ; 

Speeding in Violation Special 
R e g u l a t i o n ;  N e g l i g e n t 
Operation of Motor Vehicle; 
Stop for Police, Fail; Marked 
Lanes Violation; License 
Suspended, Operate Motor 

Vehicle With
7:16 p.m. Traffic Incident/

C r a s h ,  S o u t h  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

7:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Church Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Monday, June 2
1:39 a .m.  Abandoned 

911 Call, Juniper Hill Road, 
Services Rendered

7:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:10 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Dale Street, Services 
Rendered

2:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

2:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Warren Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

3:12 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:14 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Advised

5:27 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Advised

6:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Monson Turnpike Road, 
Citation/Warning Issued

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Bacon Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:52 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, South Street, Report 
Made

9:51 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Hillside Village, Advised

Tuesday, June 3
3:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Dainton J. Foster, 
47, Methuen

WMS Warrant
5:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Upper Church Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

7:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

Warren Police LogEditor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the infor-
mation you read on this 
page as public record 
information. If you or 
any suspect listed here 
is found not guilty or 
has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information as 
a follow-up upon being 
presented with doc-
umented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

C A N T E R B U R Y T A I L S

Veterinary Clinic

40 E. Main Street Ware, MA (413) 967-4545

DOGS CATS RABBITS EXOTICS

We are excited to introduce our new

veterinarian

Dr. Krystal Hall

Welcome Dr. Krystal! Dr. Krystal grew up in central

Massachusetts. She traveled to St Kitts to get her

veterinary degree from Ross University completing

her clinical year at Louisiana State University in

2010. After graduation, she traveled to Oregon to

join a team at a multi-doctor veterinary clinic that

provided general practice, surgery and emergency

medicine. In December 2021, Dr. Krystal moved

back to Massachusetts to be closer to family with

her young daughter. Krystal loves to spend her

time off keeping active doing outdoor activities,

like hiking and kayaking, and martial arts with her

daughter, McKenna, and close friends. She also

likes to travel, especially when learning about

ancient civilizations. Dr. Krystal sees dogs, cats,

reptiles, and other exotics. She has a special

interest in dentistry and surgery.
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Dr. Krystal Hall
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Massachusetts. She traveled to St Kitts to get her

veterinary degree from Ross University completing

her clinical year at Louisiana State University in

2010. After graduation, she traveled to Oregon to

join a team at a multi-doctor veterinary clinic that

provided general practice, surgery and emergency

medicine. In December 2021, Dr. Krystal moved
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her young daughter. Krystal loves to spend her

time off keeping active doing outdoor activities,
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likes to travel, especially when learning about
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reptiles, and other exotics. She has a special

interest in dentistry and surgery.

Dr. Williamson
Dr. Williamson, a New England native, has always 

dreamed of practicing veterinary medicine in the area 
where she grew up and raised her family. Initially a 
mixed-animal practitioner for two years, she soon 
discovered her passion for small-animal medicine, which 
she has practiced full-time for the past 19 years.

Throughout her career, Dr. Williamson has gained 
experience in various aspects of veterinary care, but 
her true calling lies in fostering the human-animal 
bond and extending the lives of her patients. She has a 
particular expertise in geriatric medicine and is deeply 
committed to educating pet owners on the importance 
of preventative care and addressing the special needs 
of senior pets. Dr. Williamson’s approach emphasizes 
compassionate care with a strong focus on improving 
the quality of life for aging animals.

At home she lives with her husband Seth, daughters 
Zoe and Grace, two dogs, two cats, and two cute guinea 
pigs. Outside of work she routinely goes horseback riding 
with her daughters and loves the outdoors.

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Hardwick Police Log

During the week of May 
18-24, the Warren Police 
Depar tment  responded 
to 116 building/property 
checks, 12 community polic-
ings, 12 emergency 911 
calls, one fire/illegal burn, 
one complaint, three parking 
issues, one property dam-
age, one burglary, one fraud/
forgery, three motor vehicle 
accidents, two animal calls 
and 47 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Warren.

Sunday, May 18
5 : 1 0  a . m .  S t r o k e , 

Highland Street, Transported 
to Hospital

9:56 a.m. Fire/Illegal 
B u r n ,  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

2:03 p.m. Power Lines 
D ow n ,  M i l l e r  D r iv e , 
Removed Hazard

Monday, May 19
7:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

8:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 

Warning
11:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

12:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

12:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

During the weeks of May 
19-June 2, the Hardwick/
N ew  B ra i n t re e  Po l i c e 
Depar tment  responded 
to 148 building/proper-
ty checks, 78 directed/area 
patrols, 14 radar assign-
ments, four traffic controls, 
14 emergency 911 calls, 
five citizen assists, six assist 
other agencies, two inves-
tigations, five complaints, 
three safety hazards, two 
harassments, one scam, one 
trespass, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, four animal calls 
and 18 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, May 19
11:42 a.m. Lost/Stolen 

Plate, Church Lane, Officer 
Handled

1:08 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:26 p.m. Harassment, 
Main Street, Peace Restored

Tuesday, May 20
5:52 p.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Prospect Street, 
Officer Handled

Wednesday, May 21
6:42 a.m. Complaint, 

Tay lo r  S t ree t ,  Offi ce r 
Handled

1:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick-New Braintree 
Police, Officer Handled

5:29 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  School Street , 
Served in Hand

5:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

9:14 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Br idge  S t ree t ,  Officer 
Handled

Thursday, May 22
8:07 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main  S t ree t ,  Dispa tch 
Handled

2:22 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

9:16 p.m. Complaint, 
Ma in  S t ree t ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

Friday, May 23
8:43 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Main  S t ree t ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

11:04 a.m. 911 Lockout, 
Church Lane, Call Canceled

3:01 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, North Road, Officer 
Handled

3:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hardwick  Road , 
Citation Issued

3:40 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

5:33 p.m. Investigation, 
Hardwick Road, Officer 

Handled
11:36 p.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Old Petersham 
Road, Officer Handled

Saturday, May 24
9:56 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency,  Greenwich 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

11:20 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Ware Police, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, May 25
9:44 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:18 p.m. Complaint, 
Ware, Spoken To

9:57 p.m. Complaint, 
C h u r c h  L a n e ,  Ta k e n /
Referred to Other Agency

Monday, May 26
9 : 3 8  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Greenwich 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

9:41 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Hardwick  Road , 
Citation Issued

12:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 8

Please see WARREN, 
page 8
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J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

1:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:33 p.m. Fraud/Forgery, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Report Filed

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:55 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Main 
Street, Negative Contact

8:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Coy Hill Road, 
Report Filed

Tuesday, May 20
7:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Brimfield Road, 
Report Filed

3:37 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

5:32 p.m. Suspicious 

Person,  Forest  Avenue, 
Report Filed

9:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Criminal Complaint

Wednesday, May 21
8:06 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Nelson Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

8:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Citation Issued

9:33 a.m. Parking Issues, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

11:51 a.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

7:57 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, West 
Brookfield,  Mutual Aid 
Assist

Thursday, May 22

4 : 5 5  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Cottage Street, 
Report Filed

Friday, May 23
8:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Aaron R. Bell, 45, 
Thompson, Connecticut

Warrant; Speeding Rate 
of Speed Exceeding Posted 
Limit

9:59 a.m. Parking Issues, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

2:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Old West Warren 
Road, Report Filed

4:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

6 :20  p .m.  Burg la ry, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Building Checked/Secured

7:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Saturday, May 24
3 : 5 2  a . m .  N o i s e 

Complaint, Moore Avenue, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:43 a.m. Power Lines 
Down ,  Dunham Road , 
Investigated

1:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Citation Issued

5:25 p.m. Fumes/Odor/
Gas Leak,  Bemis  Roa, 
Unfounded

6 : 0 8  p . m .  P r o p a n e 
Incident, Hillside Avenue, 
Investigated

11:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest: Scott D. Murray, 
56, West Brookfield

OUI-Liquor or .08%, 2nd 
Offense; Inspection/Sticker, 
No; Marked Lanes Violation

WARREN from page 7

Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

1:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

2:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

2:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

Tuesday, May 27
4:10 a.m. 911 Disturbance, 

Creamery Road, Unfounded
10:16 a.m. Complaint, 

Church Street, Spoken To
11:03 a.m. Trespass, Breen 

Road, Services Rendered
11:48 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Hardwick Road, 
Unfounded

2:42 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:02 p.m. Harassment, 
Pine Street, Spoken To

5:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:52 p.m. Investigation, 
Bridge Street, Investigated

Wednesday, May 28
3:49 p.m. Scam, Hardwick 

Road, Officer Handled
4:18 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, May 29
5:40 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Thresher Road, Services 
Rendered

Friday, May 30
2:20 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Hardwick-New 
Braintree Police, Officer 
Handled

3:20 p.m. Assist Other 
A g e n c y,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 

Services Rendered

Saturday, May 31
1:05 p.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Lower Road, Officer 
Handled

1 : 5 3  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

2:42 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Main Street, Spoken To

7:13 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Pine Street, 
Services Rendered

Sunday, June 1
2:19 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Collins Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church  S t ree t ,  Offi ce r 
Handled

5:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Prospect Street ,  Officer 
Handled

HARDWICK from page 7

it helps support research to 
defeat cancer. Numerous 
local businesses in the com-
munity and surrounding 
communities sponsored this 
year’s Relay for Life in the 
Quaboag Valley. 

“These businesses help 
push us in the right direc-
tion,” Meehan said. 

Several banks were sup-
porting sponsors such as 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, Country Bank and 
Easthampton Savings Bank. 
There were about 20 spon-
sors in total that supported 
this year’s Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life. 

Town departments also 
participated in the Relay for 
Life including the Police 
and Fire departments and the 
Department of Public Works. 
These departments brought 
vehicles to the common for a 
Touch a Truck event. 

Over by the parked vehi-
cles, Tall Tree Landscape 
LLC of Belchertown provid-
ed one of its trucks to dis-
play the American Flag. 

The Belchertown Lions 
Club ran the food concession 
for the event, cooking up 
hamburgers, hotdogs, chick-
en tenders and French fries. 
All the proceeds from food 
sales went to support Relay 
for Life. 

Boy Scout Troop 507 
participated in the open-
ing ceremony and raised 
the American Flag during 
the National Anthem. The 
troop also participated in the 
Survivor’s Lap, leading the 
way as dozens of cancer sur-
vivors lined up.

Vicki McAndrew is part 
of the leadership for the 
Quaboag Valley Relay for 

Life. This event is about 
being together in your local 
community to celebrate can-
cer survivors, remember 
loved ones lost, and fight 
back against every cancer. 

The Relay for Life start-
ed 40 years ago in 1985 and 
the Quaboag Valley Relay 
for Life started about 20 
years ago. Many survivors 
and supporters were wearing 
purple shirts that said “40 
Years of Impact”. 

Multiple tents were set up 
and had community teams 
who participate in their com-
munity relays. When sign-
ing up, folks choose to lead 
a team in their community, 
join an existing team, or 
participate solo. Many tents 
were on the common and 
had teams named after peo-
ple who are cancer survivors 
and those who fought against 
cancer. 

McAndrew says there 

is fundraising throughout 
the year from September 
to August and all proceeds 
goes towards research. 
McAndrew has been can-
cer free for nine years and 
expresses  much  gra t i -
tude from all the support 
the Relay has gotten in the 
community. Donations are 
always appreciated. 

“We appreciate all their 
donations,” McAndrew said.

The Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department horses 
arrived on the common for a 
visit after the Survivor’s Lap 
ended. 

The community came 
together supporting a great 
cause as the American 
Cancer Society. 

For more information, 
visit relayforlife.org/quabo-
agvalleyma. The Relay for 
Life for Quaboag Valley can 
also be followed and found 
on Facebook. 

Bishop Fisher to 
lead service during 
annual visit

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – This Sunday, the 
Jubilee Ministries of Trinity 
Episcopal Church will cel-
ebrate the two major mile-
stones, coinciding with the 
annual visit from the Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Douglas John 
Fisher.

This year, the Jubilee 
Ministries is celebrating 40 
years since it was started by 
the wife of the priest serving 
at that time and other women 
from the church to meet the 
foods needs of people in the 
community. It is also mark-
ing its move to a new loca-
tion in the former Masonic 
hall at 80 Pleasant St.

Senior Warden at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Suzanne 
Chagnon, said the church 
purchased the hall earlier this 
year, after selling the Davis 
House (where the ministries 
were formerly housed) years 
ago.

“It literally started in 
the cupboard in the church 
hall,” Chagnon said of what 
was then called the Jubilee 
Cupboard.

A  p a r i s h i o n e r  h a d 
left funds for the church 
to  expand  the  Jub i lee 
Cupboard, and that money 
was used to purchase the 
Davis House where it served 
the community for decades.

Chagnon said in the past 
eight years or so, the Jubilee 
Cupboard volunteers came 
up with other ways to serve 
those in need, which formed 
the clothing closet and diaper 
ministry. 

The diaper ministry was 
created after people visiting 
the food pantry expressed 
a great need. Now, there is 
an annual diaper drive and 
donations are received from 
people in the community and 
through the United Way’s 
diaper drive.

“It was the need in the 
community that  s tarted 
it, and it just continued,” 
Chagnon said.

Now, all of these efforts 
will be combined under one 
name, the Jubilee Ministries, 
into a larger space with 
ample parking and room to 
grow. 

“It gives us much more 
space to not only be able to 
serve the community in those 
same three ways now, but to 
offer more,” Chagnon said.

Chagnon said the church 
members have been busy 
preparing the new location, 
and also brainstorming new 
ways the Jubilee Ministries 
can help people in need.

“All of our imaginations 
are kicking in,” she said. 

L a s t  y e a r ,  J u b i l e e 
Ministries served 3,900 peo-
ple in Ware and surrounding 
towns, and saw an increase 
of 100 households need-
ing assistance. Over 61,000 
pounds of food was distrib-
uted. 

This outreach is made 
possible by dedicated vol-
unteers who make sure that 
people get the help they 
need. 

“It’s an all-volunteer staff 
at the cupboard,” Chagnon 
said. “We’re grateful for 
those people that come out.”

Chagnon said all are wel-
come and invited to attend 
the church service at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, corner of 
Park and Pleasant streets, on 
Sunday, June 8 at 10 a.m. as 
well as the blessing to fol-
low.

Fisher will lead the wor-
ship service at the church, 
before heading to the former 
Masonic hall at 80 Pleasant 
St., for a blessing of the 
building and fellowship. The 
blessing is expected to start 
at 11:15 a.m. 

The church’s  former 
priest, the Right Rev. Alan 
Gates ,  recent ly  re t i red 
bishop of the Diocese of 
Massachusetts, will also 
attend the service and bless-
ing. Gates served at the 
church in the 1990s.

Blessing and dedication of 
Jubilee Ministries this Sunday

RELAY from page 1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Announcements and the opening ceremony were pre-
sented by Brian Meehan. 

Horses from the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department visited the Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life.   

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– On Saturday, June 28, 
from 2-6 p.m., the Quaboag 
Valley Amateur Radio Club 
will participate in the annu-
al American Radio Relay 
League Field Day on the 
town common. 

Field Day is the largest 
emergency communication 
exercise in North America, 
sponsored by the ARR), and 
it brings together over 35,000 
licensed amateur radio oper-
ators across the U.S. and 
Canada. The goal is to set up 

temporary stations using off-
grid power to demonstrate 
ham radio’s ability to provide 
vital communications during 
natural disasters, power out-
ages, and other emergencies.

The public is invited to 
stop by and learn about ama-
teur radio, see it in action, 
and even try making a radio 
contact. Club members will 
be on hand to explain how 
amateur radio supports emer-
gency preparedness, provides 
public service communica-
tions, and how anyone can 

get started and earn a license. 
This is a great opportuni-

ty for anyone interested in 
technology, communication, 
or community service to see 
firsthand how ham radio can 
connect people when it mat-
ters most.

For more information 
about the Quaboag Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, visit 
www.qvarc.com. Come join 
them on the town common 
and discover the power and 
fun of amateur radio.

Ham radio operators take to the 
field in West Brookfield on June 28
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notices
McCrystal, William Patrick
Died May 31, 2025
Services June 7, 2025

O’Brien, Maeve Leslie 
Rohan
Died May 25, 2025
Services June 14, 2025

In Loving Memory of

Michael J. Mieltowski 
on the 4th Anniversary of his passing

July 6, 1964 - June 7, 2021
from Brian, John, Paul, Theresa, Brianna

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Marsh plant
  6. Southern constellation 

(“The Peacock”)
 10. Fogginess
 14. Home to Fools’ Day
 15. Absence of the sense 

of pain
 17. Popular November 

holiday
 19. Consume food
 20. Buddy
 21. Long-haired goat-

antelope
 22. Japanese honorific
 23. Actor Malek
 24. One point south of 

southeast
 26. Illegal acts
 29. As fast as can be 

done
 31. Prevents harm to 

young

 32. Exclamation of 
satisfaction

 34. African nation
 35. Slow-moving animal
 37. Oh, goodness!
 38. A team’s best pitcher
 39. Cleanser
 40. Radioactivity units
 41. Expectorated matter
  1. Satisfy
  2. European health 

advocate
  3. Expression of 

annoyance
  4. Strong liquor 
  5. Large red deer
  6. Holder of less 

common religious 
beliefs

  7. West Indian shrub
  8. Family of proteins
  9. Wealthy, influential 

business leader

 10. Low spirits
 11. Approves food
 12. Monetary unit of Iran 

and Oman
 13. Mary __, cosmetics
 16. Expressed in pithy 

maxims
 18. Relaxing spaces
 22. The NFL’s big game
 23. Proof of payment 

(abbr.)
 24. Starchy preparation 

of dried orchid tubers
 25. Indicates near
 27. Minneapolis suburb
 28. Herring-like fish 
 29. Doctors’ group
 30. Pouches
 31. Bread dipping in 

sauce
 33. Commercials 
 35. A reminder of past 

events

 36. Affected by injury
 37. Geological time
 39. Stationary part of a 

motor
 42. Brings together
 43. Of sound mind
 44. Personal computer
 46. Without (French)
 47. A bank might give 

you one
 48. Agricultural testing 

organization
 49. A small island
 50. Type of gene
 51. Murres
 52. Card game
 53. A measure of human 

health
 54. Australian airline 

(abbr.)
 55. One point south of 

due west
 56. Affirmative

WARE – William Patrick 
“Billy” McCrystal, age 86 
passed away on Saturday, 
May 31, 2025, at 
his home with his 
loving wife and 
family by his side.  

Billy was born 
in Springfield on 
April 9, 1939, son 
of the late William 
Patrick McCrystal, 
Sr. and Katherine 
C .  ( O ’ C o n n o r ) 
McCrystal. He was raised 
and educated in Ware, and 
was a proud lifelong resident.  

Bil ly enlis ted in the 
United States Coast Guard 
in 1960 and served proudly 
until his honorable discharge 
in January of 1965 with the 
rank of CS2.  Billy was a 
proud American, proud of his 
country and the flag that rep-
resented it. 

Billy was also a faithful 
communicant of All Saints 
Church in Ware.

On June 9, 1962, in St. 
Mary’s Church in Ware, Billy 
entered into Holy Matrimony 
wi th  Apo lon ia  “Po l l i ” 
Tworek, through good times 
and bad, sickness and health, 
they have lovingly been 
together for 63 years. Sadly, 
Billy and Polli were prede-
ceased by their four beloved 
sons:  Baby John, William 
Patr ick McCrystal ,  I I I , 
Timothy Michael McCrystal 
and James Brian McCrystal, 
who were called to heaven 
too soon. What the heart has 

known and loved, it cannot 
lose.

For many years, Billy was 
the Flag Caretaker 
for the local Ware 
cemeteries, where 
he was responsible 
for raising and low-
ering the flag and 
replacing it when 
necessary.  He was 
a lifetime mem-
ber of the Ware 
American Legion 

Post 123, and was part of its 
color guard for parades and 
funerals. 

Billy was also a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, 
Weir River Club and Aspen 
Street Rod and Gun Club. 
He was the proud owner of a 
Model-A Ford and belonged 
to the Model-A Club, attend-
ing many car meets. 

Billy’s family established 
Crystal Park in Bondsville, 
and Billy worked there as a 
teenager. Later, Billy worked 
at Mary Lane Hospital as a 
cook and then was employed 
by Pierson Industries for 
many years prior to his retire-
ment. 

Billy was a creative per-
son, building numerous items 
around his home with his 
woodworking skills. Billy 
will also be remembered for 
being the host and grillmas-
ter for many 4th of July pool 
parties at his beautiful King 
Street home.

In addition to his wife 
Polli, Billy leaves behind 

his sister, Kathleen “Pat” 
Peritz, his brother-in-laws, 
Robert Peritz Sr. and Ted 
Tworek, his loving niec-
es and nephews: Kathleen 
Soltys, Gaylyn Reilly, Jackie 
Hermann, Lisa McCrystal-
Moulton, Colleen McCrystal, 
Robert “Bob” Peritz Jr, Ivy 
Peritz-Smith, Holly Leland 
and Joe Lavallee, and many 
great-nieces and nephews.

Billy was predeceased 
by his brother,  John J. 
“Jack” McCrystal, his sis-
ter,  Maureen “Mickey” 
Hogan, his niece, Michelle 
McCrystal-Provost and neph-
ews David Peritz and John 
LaVallee.

Calling Hours will be held 
on Friday, June 6, 2025, from 
4-7 p.m. at Cebula Funeral 
Home, 66 South St., Ware. A 
Funeral Mass will be offered 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 
7, 2025, in All Saints Church 
(everyone will meet direct-
ly in the church). Military 
Honors will be rendered fol-
lowing the funeral mass in 
the garden area of Cebula 
Funeral Home.  

In lieu of floral offer-
ings, please make memo-
rial donations to the Ware 
American Legion Post 123, 
Maple Street, Ware, MA 
01082.  Funeral Services are 
under the direction of Cebula 
Funeral Home. For more 
information and an online 
guest book, please visit:  
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.

William Patrick McCrystal, 86

WARE – It is with deep 
sorrow and love that we 
announce the passing of 
M a ev e  L e s l i e 
Rohan O’Brien, 
w h o  p a s s e d 
peacefully sur-
rounded by fami-
ly and friends on 
May 25, 2025, 
after a courageous 
battle with colon 
cancer. She was 
66 years old. 

B o r n  i n  Wa r e h a m , 
Maeve was a loving moth-
er, daughter, sister, nana/
norna, and a true friend to 
so many. She lived her life 
with fierce passion, a big 
heart, and an unwavering 
strength that touched every-
one around her. 

She is survived by her 
daughter Ashlinn Ellis 
and her husband Dustin 
Ellis, her daughter Annie 
Dobbins and her husband 
Jeremey Dobbins,  and 
their children, Keegan and 
Tucker. Her mother Martha 
Rohan.

Her brothers Sean and 
Cullen Rohan. She is sur-
vived by her loving part-
ner Richard Durepo. His 
daughter Germain Durepo 
Koczur and her husband 
Doug Koczur and their 
children Drew, Kurtis, 
Zackary and Brodie; his 
son Josh Durepo and his 
wife Colleen Durepo and 
their children Alex, Evelyn 
and  Ryanne ,  h i s  son 
Derrick Durepo and his 
wife Kourtney Durepo and 
their children Griffin and 
Tommy; and daughter Anne 
Pearce and her husband 
Eric Pearce and their chil-
dren Brynn, Delaney and 
Callum. 

Maeve was preceded in 
death by her beloved son, 
Andrew O’Brien, and her 
cherished father, Richard 
Rohan. We take comfort in 
knowing they are reunited 
now, surrounded by peace 
and love. 

She lived a vibrant and 

active life filled with joy-
ful experiences. She grew 
up a talented two-sport ath-

lete, excelling in 
both basketball 
and field hockey, 
and continued her 
athletic career at 
Mitchell College 
in Connecticut, 
where she proud-
ly played both 
sports. 

An avid skier 
and lifelong lover of the 
outdoors, she found peace 
and happiness in Wellfleet, 
especially during beach 
parties with family and 
friends. She adored animals 
– particularly dogs and 
horses – and shared a spe-
cial bond with her beloved 
Labrador, Mack. 

Maeve worked for many 
years in the Ware Public 
Schools as a dedicated 
paraprofessional, where 
she touched the lives of 
countless students with her 
warmth, patience, and gen-
uine care. 

A passionate fan of all 
things New England, she 
could often be found cheer-
ing on the Patriots, Celtics, 
Red Sox, and Bruins, and 
was also a loyal support-
er of the South Carolina 
Gamecocks. Her adventur-
ous spirit took her around 
the world, and she treasured 
every opportunity to travel, 
explore, and connect with 
others. 

A memorial service to 
celebrate her life will be 
held on Saturday, June 14 
at 10 a.m. at the United 
Church of Ware at 49 
Church St., Ware. An hour 
for offering condolences 
will take place prior to the 
service, from 9-10 a.m. 

In  l ieu  of  f lowers , 
donations can be made in 
her memory to the Mass 
General Cancer Center. 
Contributions can be made 
online at: https://giving.
massgeneral.org/cancer/
donate

Maeve Leslie Rohan 
O’Brien, 66

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AMHERST – As many as 
150 musicians from through-
out western Massachusetts 
and beyond wil l  come 
together for a performance 
in one giant concert band on 
Saturday, June 14 at 3 p.m. 
at the Randolph W. Bromery 
Center for the Arts at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. 

The concert is free and 
open to the public.

Ti t l e d  t h e  P i o n e e r 
Valley Community Band 
Festival, the concert is being 
hosted by the Amherst, 
Florence and South Hadley 
Community Bands and will 
bring together amateur and 
professional musicians of 
all ages and abilities from 
throughout the region to 
celebrate and perform live 
instrumental music. The 
schedule for the day includes 
a morning rehearsal, catered 
lunch with time for musi-
cians to mingle, and after-
noon performance. 

According to Festival 
Coordinator Ira Brezinsky, 
“With the inspiration of our 

guest conductor and guest 
soloist, band members will 
have the opportunity to 
share their musical skills, 
learn from their fellow musi-
cians, and bring the joy of 
live music making to our 
audience. We have a goal of 
150 musicians performing 
together. We will see if we 
get there!”

As of May 20, approxi-
mately 125 musicians, repre-
senting 60 different commu-
nity music organizations, are 
already registered to partici-
pate. Additional musicians of 
all abilities who would like 
to participate can email pio-
neervalleycommunityband-
fest@gmail.com.

D r.  K a r e n  L a Vo i e , 
Professor of Music and 
Di rec to r  o f  t he  Wind 
Symphony at Westfield State 
University in Westfield, will 
lead a festival band com-
posed of community music 
enthusiasts of all ages and 
abilities in a day of joyous 
music-making. 

In addition, acclaimed 
clarinetist and teacher Dr. 

Timothy Skinner, will be 
guest soloist. He currently 
teaches at Westfield State 
University,  the Campus 
School of Smith College, the 
Nashua Community Music 
School, and the Community 
Music School of Springfield.

The 90-minute concert 
will include a wide vari-
ety of music, from Leonard 
Bernstein to John Williams, 
among several others. A 
highlight of the concert 
will be the “Concerto for 
Clarinet” by Artie Shaw, per-
formed by Skinner.

The  f ree  concer t  i s 
made possible thanks to 
grants from the Amherst, 
E a s t  L o n g m e a d o w , 
Hadley and South Hadley 
Cultural  Counci ls ,  and 
a Festivals Grant from the 
Massachuset ts  Cul tural 
Council. Donations will also 
be accepted at the door.

For additional informa-
tion email pioneervalleycom-
munitybandfest@gmail.com 
or visit www.facebook.com/
pvcommunitybandfest.

Giant community band concert 
scheduled for June 14 in Amherst

region

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their 
a d ve r t i s emen t 
the first time it 
appears. This pa-
per will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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they are still very young, their 
heads are just visible above 
the rim of the nest.

Solitary sandpiper
The Brimfield resident 

reported seeing a solitary 
sandpiper at one of the ponds 
in Warren. He said he has 
seen spotted sandpipers there, 
but this was the first time he 
saw a solitary sandpiper at 
that location.

Black bear
Saturday, May 24 I saw a 

black bear walking down the 
side of my road about 4:30 
p.m. I slowly followed him 
in my car. He left the road 
and went up a steep path 
leading into some woods. At 
the top of the hill, he turned 
and looked oward the road. 
He had a healthy, dark black 
coat of fur.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4

approaching 250th anniver-
sary. 

“Events are happening all 
around the U.S. and especial-
ly in Massachusetts, where it 
all began,” he said.

He explained the details 
of his uniform, and demon-
strated how his  Brown 
Bess musket operated. His 
uniform is based off of the 

one worn by military offi-
ce r  Henry  Knox ,  who 
was ordered by George 
Washington to bring cannons 
from Fort Ticonderoga to 
Boston and place on a hill to 
push the British out on what 
is now known as Evacuation 
Day.

“It’s based off of the offi-
cer’s uniform,” Tourtellot 
said. “They didn’t have the 
uniforms we have now…

they wore lots of layers and a 
lot of them didn’t even have 
shoes.”

Tourtellot then explained 
how the Brown Bess mus-
ket worked, from pouring 
the black powder cartridges 
down the barrel, to loading 
the lead ball with a ramrod. 
He said once the black pow-
der and lead ball are loaded, 
the flintlock is struck to pro-
duce a spark. 

The long and heavy mus-
ket was challenging to use in 
battle, and prone to misfiring.

Tourtellot fired a salute 
with the musket using just 
black powder, before recit-
ing a poem to honor the 
American Flag. 

The following day, 
students at Hardwick 
Elementary School invit-
ed their families to partic-
ipate in a Memorial Day 
ceremony, complete with 
patriotic poems, readings and 
songs. 

With the help of Principal 
Emily Soltysik, several stu-

dents led the ceremony and 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
from the podium and recog-
nized military servicemem-
bers in attendance. 

Sue Musnicki 
showed stu-
dents where 

to place 
American 

Flags in the 
field of flags 

in front of 
Hardwick 

Elementary 
School.

Students made American Flags to hold during a Memorial Day ceremony.

Students each 
placed two 

American 
Flags in the 

field of flags.

Music teacher
Eric Blumenthal al 
performed 
“Taps”.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
U . S .  A r m y  v e t e r a n 
Christopher Tourtellot, who 
is a member of the Sons of 
the American Revolution, 
talked about his uniform 
and his Brown Bess musket.

Students recited patriotic poems and songs to a full audience in recognition of 
Memorial Day.

HES STUDENTS from page 1
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WARE – On Thursday, May 20, Ware softball 
picked up a win over Quaboag 18-3 to finish off the 
regular season. Abigale McQuaid went six innings 
for the win. Naomi Torres led the offense with three 
hits and five RBI. Madisyn Slattery had two hits and 
two RBI in the win.

Reese McKeever looks for contact.

Naomi Torres goes for the base hit.

Oliivia DiRienzo looks to pick the ball.

Shelby Hogan makes a throw to first.

Abigale 
McQuaid 

fires to 
the plate.

Turley 
photos by 
Gregory A. 

Scibelli

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—Just like they 
did a year ago, the Pathfinder 
Tech softball team didn’t 
have very much trouble 
defeating a charter school 
from Boston in a Division 5 
state tournament home game.

The 25th-seeded Lady 
Pioneers exploded for 13 
runs in the second inning 
enroute to a 22-0 victo-
ry over  the  40th-seed-
ed Neighborhood House 
Charter School in a prelimi-
nary round game, last Friday 
afternoon.

The contest ended after 
4 ½ innings due to 12-run 
mercy rule.

“The girls have worked 
very hard all season 
long and they deserve 
to celebrate a post-
s e a s o n  v i c t o r y,” 
said Pathfinder Tech 
first-year head coach 
Phil Gallo. “We didn’t 
know very much about 
our opponent, and they 
probably didn’t know any-
thing about us 
either.”

T h e 
v i c t o r y 
improved 
the  Lady 
P i o n e e r s 
overal l  record 
t o  1 3 - 5 .  T h ey 
beat Boston Collegiate 
Charter School, 19-4, in last 
year’s preliminary round 
home game.

During the regular season, 
the Lady Pioneers scored 
ten or more runs in nine 
games. The 22 runs is a new 
season high. They posted a 
21-0 home win against the 
Renaissance School in the 
middle of May. 

The Neighborhood House 
Charter School, which is in 

D o r c h e s t e r , 
opened its doors 

seven years ago. 
The school is 
nicknamed the 
Legends and 
the  sof tba l l 
t eam qual i -
fied for  the 
D i v i s i o n  5 
state tourna-
ment for the 

first time. 
T h e 
Legends 

(11-8) d i d n ’ t 
appear like they were ready 
to compete at the state level 
yet .  The MIAA should 
think about having the char-
ter schools play in their 
own state tournament in the 
future. 

While the Lady Pioneers 
offense pounded out 13 base 
hits, which included a couple 
of home runs, senior right-
hander Kendra Burke struck 

out the first twelve batters 
that she faced.

“When Kendra is hitting 
her spots, I wouldn’t want to 
have anyone else standing in 
the circle for us,” Gallo said. 
“She pitched very well in 
today’s game.”

It was the final home 
softball game for Burke, 
along with her classmates 
Greenly Lagimoniere, Lianna 
Carrasquillo, and Isabella 
Nompleggi.  

Carrasquillo, who started 
at third base, knocked home 
the game’s first run with a 
flyball single to right field 
with no outs in the bottom 
of the first inning. Junior 
left fielder Addison Doktor 
capped off the opening frame 
with a 3-run homer to left. 
Doktor also had an RBI sin-
gle in the third.

Ware softball
winwins finale

Pioneers make quick work 
first tourney opponent

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kendra Burke sends a pitch to the 
plate.

Taylor Thorton 
hustles for 
first base.

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional High School soft-
ball team had a non-playoff 
game on Monday, May 26. 

With all the rain this spring, 
Memorial Day was used to 
make up games prior to the 
state tournament. Quabbin 

was defeated by visiting 
Gardner 12-1 in the holiday 
matchup.

Panthers fall at home to Gardner
Kelsey Allen hits the ball on the ground. Kai Schuster tries to get back to first.

The Panthers were in 
action on Memorial Day 
last week.

Submitted photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Jordan Blanchard makes the 
throw to first.

Lianna Leger makes a phe-
nomenal play and throw to 
first from her knees.

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-requestPlease see PIONEERS,
 page 12
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BARRE – Once again, Quabbin 
Regional High School had the 
privilege of competing in the Mid-
Wach League meet with multiple 
other schools. Quabbin was the 

host school for the league meet, 
the third time the school has been 
able to hold the meet. Unified track 
has been a very successful program 
since it began at Quabbin.

Unified track league meet

Brady Williams completes an attempt in the 
long jump.

Zachard Thompson, 
Kayla Curren, and Trinity 
Los compete in the 100 
meter dash.

Christopher Howes, Colby Hill, and Samantha Breault race.

Submitted photos by 
Brianna Whitelaw

Bailey Burke goes for a 
throw in the shotput.

Emma Thompson  and 
Madeline Oliver compete 
in a heat of the 100 meter 
dash.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition
EAST BROOKFIELD – 

It is the third week of the 
summer league on Thursday 
nights at Bogey Lanes. 

After the third week, 
there is a tie for first place 
between Team Five and The 
Furs; each team is 20-4. 
In week three, Team Five 
bowled against Glen Echo 
Rollers. 

In game one,  Team 
Five won 430-403. Aaron 
Halbedel of Team Five 
bowled 123 for the victo-
ry. In game two, Team Five 
won again by a score of 
438-417. The final game 
was won by Team Five for 
a three-game sweep over 
Glen Echo Rollers, 452-
423. 

Halbedel bowled a 120 
in the final game for a series 
of 338. The final score was 
1320-1243 in favor of Team 
Five. 

The Furs bowled against 
the Kolb Krew in week 
three. In game one, The 
Furs defeated Kolb Krew by 
a score of 443-423. In game 
two, Furs won again by a 
score of 468-421. 

In game three, The Furs 
managed to win the final 
game by just five points, 
457-452. Drew Kolb of 
Kolb Krew finished the 
match with a 127 in a losing 

effort. The final score was 
1368-1296 in favor of Furs. 

Team Seven bowled 
against Team Three. In 
game one, Team Seven 
were victorious by a score 
of 470-408. The Fontaine 
brothers (Nathan & Aaron) 
of Team Seven put up 
scores of 119 and 126 to 
start the match. 

In game two,  Team 
Seven dominated again over 
Team Three by a score of 
500-429. Aaron Fontaine 
bested his first score (126) 
by bowling a 163 in game 
two. 

In game three, Team 
Seven swept Team Three by 
winning the last game by a 
score of 461-422. Fontaine 
finished a 134 and a series 
of 423. The final score was 
1431-1259. 

The Mix-ups bowled 
against the Polar Rollers in 
week three. In game one, 
The Polar Rollers won 
by a score of 457-424. 
Michael McWhorter of 
Polar Rollers, an 86 average 
bowler, bowled well over 
his average in game one 
with a 99. 

In game two, Mix-ups 
were the winners by a score 
of 438-423. Patrick Capri 
of Mix-ups bowled a 109 in 
game two. 

In game three, Polar 
Rollers won the last game 
by a score of 447-435. The 
final score was 1327-1297 
in favor of Polar Rollers. 

Candlepin League News

BOSTON – Position 
Sports, in partnership with 
the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame, announced 
that projected preseason 
Top 10 teams UConn and 
BYU will meet in the Hall 
of Fame Series Boston 
event on Saturday, Nov. 15, 
at TD Garden. This marks 
just the second meeting 
between the programs, with 
the Huskies defeating the 
Cougars in the first match-
up during the opening 
round of the 2003 NCAA 
Tournament.

“We’re thrilled to estab-
lish TD Garden as our new-
est Hall of Fame Series 
venue, creating a basketball 
showcase in the heart of 
New England, just a short 
journey from our home in 
Springfield,” said John L. 
Doleva, President and CEO 
of the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame. “The match-
up between UConn and 
BYU brings together one 
of the sport’s premier pro-
grams and one of its most 
exciting up-and-coming 
teams, led by a local talent 
in AJ Dybantsa. This event 
not only highlights elite 
college basketball but also 
reinforces our ongoing rela-
tionship with the Boston 
Celtics and our shared com-
mitment to celebrating the 
game’s rich history in the 
region.”

This will be UConn’s 
second appearance in the 
Hall of Fame Series, fol-
lowing a win over Gonzaga 
at Madison Square Garden 
last December. The Huskies 
a r e  l e d  b y  t wo - t i m e 
National Champion Alex 
Karaban, who hails from 
Southborough, Mass. BYU, 
featuring Brockton, Mass., 
product and consensus No. 
1 incoming recruit A.J. 

Dybansta, is also set to par-
ticipate in the Hall of Fame 
Series Las Vegas event on 
Opening Night, Nov. 3.

“Bringing the Hall of 
Fame Series to Boston for 
the first time is an exciting 
milestone, especially just 
down the road from the 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame in Springfield,” 
said Melissa Meacham-
Grossman, President of 
Position Sports. “UConn’s 
c h a m p i o n s h i p  l eg a cy 
and BYU’s emerging star 
power—highlighted by 
Massachusetts’ own A.J. 
Dybansta—set the stage for 
a memorable night at TD 
Garden, in a city where the 
game’s history runs deep, 
thanks to the tradition of the 
Boston Celtics and the leg-
acy of their many Hall of 
Famers.”

Further details regard-
ing ticketing, game times, 
broadcast details, and media 
credentials for the event 
will be shared at a later 
date. 

The Hall of Fame Series, 
owned and operated by 
Position Sports, is a premier 
collection of multi-game, 
singular events that feature 
top collegiate basketball 
programs in high-profile 
non-conference matchups 
played both domestical-
ly and abroad. Past stops 
have included the follow-
ing cities: Baltimore (2024), 
Char lot te  (2023) ,  Las 
Vegas (2023-24), New York 
(2024), Phoenix (2023-24), 
San Antonio (2023), and 
Toronto (2023).

Fo r  m o r e  H a l l  o f 
Fame Series information 
and updates, please visit 
HOFSeries.com or follow 
@HOFSeries on all social 
platforms.

Hall series coming 
to TD Garden

“This was Addison’s best 
game of the season,” Gallo 
said. “We just kept hitting the 
ball hard from start to finish, 
which was good to see.”

Junior right fielder Emily 
Prouty led the way offensive-
ly with three base hits.

Lagimoniere (2-for-3), 
who started in centerfield, hit 
a two run home run in the 
second inning. It was her sec-
ond home run of the season.

The Lady Pioneers sent 
18 batters to the plate during 
tha t  f rame.  Nompleggi 
(shortstop) contributed with 
a pair of singles. Pathfinder 
also drew five walks in the 
second.

Junior catcher Emily 
McNeaney had a two run 
double in the third inning, 
as the Lady Pioneers scored 
four more runs.

Burke’s perfect game bid 
came to an end after allowing 
a leadoff groundball single 
in the fifth inning. The base 
runner was thrown out try-
ing to steal second base by 
McNeaney. Burke struck out 
the final two batters of the 
game.

During the regular sea-
son, Burke, who’s from 
Ware, hurled a perfect game 
and three no-hitters. She 
also struck out 21 batters in 
another game.  

“It feels amazing winning 
my final home game,” Burke 
said. “I loved being a mem-
ber of this softball team. I’m 
looking forward to coming 
back and watching them play 
next year.  

Burke is planning to play 
college softball at Worcester 
State University next year.

The Lady Pioneers played 
e igh th - seeded  Hopkins 
Academy in a round of 32 
game two days later.

PIONEERS from page 11

ABOVE: Emily Forcier 
sizes up a hit.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

AT LEFT: Claire Maschi 
fouls off a pitch.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
announced six guaranteed 
home game dates at the 
MassMutual Center for the 
2025-26 season. 

The franchise will kick off 

its 10th Anniversary celebra-
tion on Saturday, Oct. 11 for 
Opening Night. Additionally, 
the following dates will be on 
the home ice schedule next 
season:

• Friday, Nov. 7

• Saturday, Dec. 6
• Saturday, Jan. 10
• Saturday, Feb. 21
• Saturday, March 7
Promotional  informa-

tion and opponents for these 
nights, as well as the rest of 

the 2025-26 season sched-
ule, will be unveiled later this 
summer. Stay tuned for more 
information on what promises 
to be a historic 10th year for 
the Thunderbirds franchise. 

The 2024-25 regular sea-

son may be over, but the 
Thunderbirds’ front office 
s ta ff  and  Boomer  wi l l 
remain as active as ever in 
the Springfield commu-
nity throughout the late 
Spring and Summer. For 

more information on upcom-
ing events, stay tuned to the 
T-Birds on social media @
ThunderbirdsAHL, or visit 
the Community Tab on www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

Thunderbirds announce home opener for 10th season
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William Diaz Brady Dyer

Mason Beaumier Maddisyn Bell Jazeel Blanchard Kyla Campbell  Cordelia Couture Kenyce Crump Michael Devlin

Lilianna Dombek  Joshua Dulak Skyla Eaton Nevaeh Fielding Tory Finocchio

 Chelsea Foley Michael  Fountain Matthew Gambino Kaylee Gardner-Carreau Tyson Gordon Erik Granath Justin Grout

GRADUATESGRADUATES
CLASS OF 20252025

Ware High School

CLUETT’S
Furniture & Appliance Center
23 East Main Street, Ware
3 Mechanic Street, Ware

413-967-6871

A N D  E S P E C I A L L Y 

Aniya Suprise Burton 
& Matthew Gambino!

Ware Business & Civic Association
congratulates the class of 2025 
on their accomplishments and 

wishes the best to each in their future.

Become a member today!
Contact us at www.warebca.com for more information.

CONGRATULATIONS

We are so 
incredibly 
proud of you.

Isabella Isabella 
StaStaititi!i!

Mom, Grandma, 
Bill, Uncle, 

Jamie, Jackson, 
and Leo. 

Love,

♥♥♥♥

Love, 
Mom, Dad,

and Brianna

CongratulationCongratulationss
We love you 
and we are so 
proud of all your 
accomplishments 
and achievements.

Emily! CLASS OF 2025

We are so proud of you, 
and look forward to seeing 
what amazing things you 
will accomplish on your 
next chapter of life. 

We love you! 
Mom & Dad

Congratulations
Clarice Desjardins

POPE FRANCIS

♥♥

Congratulations
Ware River NewsWare River News

from your 
friends at the

2025 GRADS2025 GRADS
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Nathan Harmon Alexander Hedge-Hudges Makayla Hernandez 
Crehan

Shelby Hogan Samantha Hoyle Jacob Jalbert Taylor Janson

 Jacob Jurczyk Nathan Kaczuwka Jayden Kern Lily Knight Dakota Kularski Chloe LaGrant Hannah Lang

Ami LaPointe Nathan Luxon Seaira Maragh Ariana Marcelino-
Monteiro

Julius Marquis Finn McFaul Owen McKeever

GUZIK MOTOR SALESGUZIK MOTOR SALES
East Main Street, Rte. 9 & 32, WARE    413-967-4210 • (413) 967-7761

Under The Same Ownership For Over 48 Years

St. Germain
insurance inc.

SINCE 1966

www.stgermaininsurance.com
246 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-6341

We are proud of all of you!

Congratulations

2025 Congrats Grads!Congrats Grads!
Take your local bank on your next adventure.

monsonsavings.bank

Here’s to bold beginnings and bright futures.
At Monson Savings Bank, we believe in your 

dreams and are here to support you every step 
of the way, with tools to help you grow and 

guidance you can trust. 

MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER DIF

Congratulations 
Class of 2025

especially

149 East St., Ware • 413-967-7950
www.janinesfrostee.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AT 11AM
Worth The Drive From Anywhere

Jazeel Blanchard 
Kevin Boles 

Kenyce Crump 

Natalie LaRoche
Dominic Montalbon

Seaira Maragh
Ryker Royer

Ware High School
CLASS OF20252025

Your Success is BIG NEWS!
We are very proud of you!

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

From your friends at
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 Noah Perry Mekai Richardson  Messiah  Richardson  Thomas Richter  Gavin Sawabi Aria Serus Slattery, Kylee

 Cheyenne Smith Karysa Smith  Morgan Soltysik Aniya Suprise-Burton  Adrian Torres  Jaykub Tortora  Patrick Towne

Tucker, Jenna  Christine Tuttle Jonathan Wallace  Ashlynn Westbrook Tayla Williams  Cassidy Wyzik

Abigale McQuaid Trevor Millet Dominic Montalban  Mia Montalban  Connor Moody Ayden Mulcahy Jason Mumper

Leah  O’Connell Kayla Obrzut Philip Orszulak Edrik Ortiz Olivia Owsiak  Benjamin Paro Brody Paul

CLASS OF20252025
Ware High School

      Our Family Cares 
About Your Family.
• HOME 
• AUTO 
• BUSINESS
• LIFE

45 North Main St., Belchertown, MA 01007
413-323-7229

143 West St., Ware, MA 01082
413-967-3327

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Moulton Insurance is proud of its 
family tradition of serving both 

individuals and businesses since 1952. 

2025 GRADUATES!
Congratulations to allCongratulations to all

Insurance Agency

DRIVE OFF INTO 
A BRIGHT 
FUTURE,  

2025 GRADUATES!

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

ROLLA MOTOR PARTS, INC.

180 West St., Ware • 967-5121/967-3184

We Keep 
America 
Running

Country Bank is happy for you and
proud of all you’ve accomplished so far.
As you move onto greater challenges,

remember that your 
community bank stands beside you. 

Make your dreams come true.



Page 16, Ware River News, June 5, 2025

WESTBROOK 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Insurance & Paralegal Services

BILL MANSFIELD, Founder/CEO

130 East Main Street, Post Office Box 1013
West Brookfield, MA 01585-1013

508-867-6894 • Fax: 508-867-7856

"Never be afraid to ask for the order."
Congratulations to the Class of 2025

We’re proud of your accomplishments, 
and we wish you all the best!

Wishing This Year’s Graduates
  Great Happiness
    & Success
Hats off to the students whose hard work and dedication have led 
them to this milestone achievement. May the classroom and life 
lessons you’ve learned from your peers, parents and teachers here 
guide you toward continued success as you take the next step.

Peter Durant, 
State Senator

Todd Smola, 
State Representative

Donnie Berthiaume, 
State Representative

May your hard work andMay your hard work and
 education open the door to a  education open the door to a world world 

of new opportunities and success!of new opportunities and success!

A Note of 
Congratulations

Morgan SoltysikMorgan Soltysik
Kylie GeorgeKylie George

Evelyn LuukkoEvelyn Luukko
Chloe LagrantChloe Lagrant

Angelina FelicianoAngelina Feliciano
Dakota KularskiDakota Kularski
Leah O’ConnellLeah O’Connell
Jenna TuckerJenna Tucker

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907

from

2025
SENIORS

To Our

40 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082

967-6018

Congratulates to All
the 2025 Graduates of 

Ware High School!

GaryWest@gillespiecorp.com

Imagine the Possibilities…
Congratulations Graduates!

173 West Street, Ware, MA
413-967-7140 

dhillonfamilydental.com

Dhillon Family & 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Navkiran Dhillon and the 
staff at Dhillon Family & 

Cosmetic Dentistry wishes the 
Class of 2025 best wishes 
on their future success!

GRADUATESGRADUATES
CLASS OF 20252025

Quaboag Regional High School

Juliette BoosAviendha Andreoli Alejandro Aponte-Cruz Trenton BensonIsabelle Aberle Jacque BoulaisMackenzie Archambault

Toby ChaplinLila Broadley Casyn Carpenter Parker ChaffeeJoshua Boyle Reilly ComptoisSamuel Carrasco

Cameron EvansLogan Corder Jarrett Dupre Michael EnetzelisSkylar Cook Izaiah FloresAllison Duszlak

Jeffrey HurleyEmily Ford Matthew Gattuccio Emily HubbelManuel Flores Abigail JolinLauren Grover
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CLASS OF20252025
Quaboag Regional High SchoolQuaboag Regional High School

444 Lower Rd, Hardwick, MA • 413.477.6913

Hardwick Farmers’ Co-Operative

Check out our website www.HardwickFarmers.net

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-5; Sunday 9-3

Grain & Feed - Farm & Garden Supplies

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

Class of 2025

Grow Your 
Dreams!

Hillside
Village

17 Convent Hill Road
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-7755

Highland Village 
Apartments

Serving Families Since 1972

27 Boulder Drive
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3822

Co
 g

rat

ula
t o s to

 al  2025 Graduate !Co
 g

rat

ula
t o s to

 al  2025 Graduate !

Sherman Oil
SERVICE • VALUE • COMFORT

82 Ware Street, P.O. Box 376, West Brookfield, MA 01585
508-867-7447 • 413-967-6941

Fax: 508-867-3048 • Email: shermanoil@aol.com

Congratulations 
to all the 

2025 graduates!

JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER*
*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

BIG & TALLS
FREE PANT SHORTENING

HOURS: Mon. & Tues. 10-5:30; Wed. 10-6; Thurs. & Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-4

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE GRADUATING

Classes of 2025
Remember to Dress for Success!

NAT FALK
64 Main St., Ware • 967-6721

Dante MartinoYousif Khudhair Elise Kopec Evelyn LuukkoKatharina Joyce Sadie MayJoshua Leaming

HEATING & COOLING

CALL TODAY!
413-967-4721

CONGRATULATIONS
★

★★2025
GRADUATES!

★ 

Congratulations
Class of 2025

www.jefferyandjeffery.com 
413-967-9941

137 Main Street 
PO Box 720

Ware, MA 01082-0720

Class of 2025
CongratulationsCongratulations

&Jeffery
Jeffery

Deputy Tax Collectors
family.  integrity.  service.

Matthew MillerNorah McElroy Erin McGrath Blake MerrillAmelia McDonald Jack MorganLeyton McIsaac

Alessa ParksCorah Neilsen Madison Neilsen Samuel OvekaAlexie Morrison Aaron PatchenLillian Orozco

Falon RiceNora Pennington-Russell Evan Pollier Joseph ReynoldsKassidy Pelland Brasen SauriolVictoria Powell

Your Success is
BIG NEWS!
We are very

proud of you!
From your friends at

24 WATER ST., PALMER, MA • 413-283-8393



Page 18, Ware River News, June 5, 2025

Gagne’s Garage

413-477-6999

CongratulationsCongratulations
CLASS OF 2025CLASS OF 2025
A/C Service • Custom Exhaust

Transmission and Coolant Flush
Computer Diagnostics

Brakes • Brake and Fuel Line Repair
Towing • Hunter Road Force Wheel Balancing

Tune-Ups • Propane Tanks Filled
31 Spring Street, Gilbertville, MA 01031

Welcome to our 
practice

182 WEST STREET, WARE 
MA 01082

413-967-5562 OPT 1

Congratulations Class of 2025Congratulations Class of 2025

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me!
Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea

www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com • 978-434-1990

2025GraduatesGraduates
Good Luck

& May You All
Have a Successful 
& Bright Future

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Homeowners • Tenant • Motorcycle • CarHighest
Standards of
Professional 

Service

THE KORZEC 
INSURANCE AGENCY
Insurance Needs with a Personal Touch

2400 MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 151
WEST WARREN, MA 01092
TEL: (413) 436-7000
FAX: (413) 436-7500

Congratulations
Class of 2025!Class of 2025! Congratulations 

to the
CLASS OF 2025

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning
Service

1 East Main St., Ware, MA 01082
Office: 413-967-3544
E-mail: info@pvehvac.com pvehvac.com

Congratulations to the
Class of 2019!

CLASS OF 2025!

CLASS OF20252025
Quaboag Regional High SchoolQuaboag Regional High School

Cristyna TambolleoBlair Shown Chloe Smith Katelynn SwistakNorah Schwenker Elizabeth TetlowLucas Snow

Giovanni TwomeyLiam Tetreault Richard Tracy Parker TunleyCaydence Tetreault Sebastian Veliz-BaldizonSydney Tracy

Hart Waz Kandace WilcoxNina Vorobiova Makenna Williams

 Luke Devine
 Dorian Frongillo

Isaac Hazard

Graduating seniors whose 
photos were unavailable.

 
Daniel Hobart
Elisas Morley

and over, and that students 
didn’t have the same oppor-
tunity to “level up” their edu-
cation as their peers did.

Lovato said since increas-
ing the expectation for spe-
cial education students, the 
high school has seen some 
positive trends made appar-
ent by 2024 data released 
by  the  Depar tment  o f 
Elementary and Secondary 
Educat ion,  including a 
61.1.% graduation rate for 
students with disabilities, 
which is the highest DESE 
has seen in the school district 
in 18 years. 

Graduation rates for male 
students is also the highest 
on record for the high school, 
at 90.3%. Low-income stu-
dents are at 74.4% (the high-

est since 2013) and high-
needs students are at 74.5% 
(the highest since at least 
2014).

Overall, the subgroup 
graduation rates for 2024 are 
at 82.9%, which is the sec-
ond highest on record for the 
school district since 2006.

“Ware showed the high-
est overall growth across 
subgroups, signaling effec-
tive system-wide change. 
The 2024 graduation data for 
Ware Public Schools reflects 
substantial gains across near-
ly every subgroup, with the 
most significant increases 
among students with dis-
abilities (+26.7 points), 
low-income students (+11.2 
points), and high-needs stu-
dents (+11.9 points),” Lovato 
said. “While female gradua-
tion rates slightly declined, 
the overall 4.1-point increase 

in the district’s graduation 
rate underscores the impact 
of recent, targeted improve-
ments in equity, inclusion, 
and support services.”

Lovato said these numbers 
reflect the changes made to 
give each student an equal 
opportunity for growth.

“No one kid is worth more 
than another,” Lovato said. 
“The bottom 10% are just as 
valuable.”

Lovato encouraged any-
one in the community; 
whether it be a parent of a 
student or a resident, to 
come and talk to him about 
the school district and the 
changes it has seen in recent 
years and the plan to move 
forward.

“I keep encouraging peo-
ple to come chat an ask me 
anything they want,” Lovato 
said. “I am an open book.”

GRADUATION RATES
 from page 3

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional High School, 800 
South St., announces the 
third quarter honor roll.

Grade Nine, High Honors
A b r a h a m  B r o w n , 

Josephine Buck,  Chloe 
Howarth, Alison LaRoche, 
Ellie Poulin and Erin Trottier.

Grade Nine, Honor Roll
Nicholas Antonio, Brent 

Benoit, Anyiah Bergeron, 
Eleanor Carroll, Nicholas 
Carroll,  Brian Colleton, 
Michael  Condry,  Aiden 
C r a n e ,  K a y l a  C u r r a n , 
Adrien Cyr, Oliver Davis, 
C l a u d i a  D e L a R o c h e , 
Al iyah  Edouard ,  Maya 
Edouard, Andrew Erickson, 
Arianna Fargnoli, Audrey 

Faucher, Samuel Feldman, 
Sydney Freeman, Daniella 
Gaudreault, Callahan Hardy, 
Ally Harrington, Matthew 
Labrousse, Emma Lindsey, 
Kingston McKenzie, Gianna 
Montalvo, Niki Nikakhlagh, 
John Orsini, Aubrie Phelps, 
M o i r a  P ow e r s ,  J u l i e t 
Priestley, Lucas Proctor, 
Lealani Prunesti-Thomas, 
Veanna Salvadore ,  Ava 
Sobol, Haley Stoll, Benjamin 
Thompson and Catherine 
Tucker.

Grade 10, High Honors
Jacob Bassett, Madeleine 

Boisselle, Isabel Doty, Leah 
Doucette,  Tess Dunphy, 
Kirk Kaelin, Sadie Kennan, 
Samantha O’Connor, Ella 
Reeves, Sienna Shaw and 

Ellary White.

Grade 10, Honor Roll
Klavdiya Antonian, Skyler 

Bard, Halo Bissonnette, 
Makenzie Casey, James 
Cook, Katelyn Durant, Brody 
Faucher, Quinlan Fauteux, 
Grace Flamand, Kathryn 
Ford, Lilian Hinckley, Kayli 
Howland, Sierra Lambert, 
Jillian LaMontagne, Audrey 
Laursen, Scarlett Merriman, 
A n n a  M e t c a l f ,  J e s s e 
Newton, Charlotte Oliver, 
Sadie  Ouimet te ,  Blake 
Parmeter, Arianna Riendeau, 
Camren Robertson, Abigail 
R o g ow s k i ,  J e n n av i c i a 
R o s e b e r r y ,  E m m a 

Quabbin High School lists honor roll

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 19
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          Commonwealth of Massachusetts
          Energy Facilities Siting Board

          Notice of Adjudication
          And Public Comment Hearing

          EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 24-190 

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid
(Palmer to Ware Transmission Project)

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project
Project Summary and Public Comment Hearing Overview 

New England Power Company d/b/a National Grid (the “Compa-
ny”) filed petitions seeking approval to construct, operate, and main-
tain a new overhead transmission line in Palmer, West Brookfield, and 
Ware, Massachusetts that will replace approximately 10. 

35 miles of an existing transmission line in the same right-of-way 
(the “Replacement Line”).  The Company plans to remove the exist-
ing transmission line and existing 147 structures; the Company would 
then replace the existing structures with 112 steel structures and con-
struct, re-establish, and improve utility access routes.  The Replace-
ment Line would continue operating at 69 kilovolts (“kV”) although 
capable of operating at 115 kV in the future, if needed.  This work is 
referred to herein as the “Palmer to Ware Transmission Project” or the 
“Project.”  The Project description and maps of the Project site are 
provided below. 

The Siting Board will conduct a public comment hearing with 
both in-person and remote participation options:

Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Palmer High School Auditorium
4105 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Remote attendees: join by clicking this link: https://us06web.

zoom.us/j/86262871350
For audio-only participation, attendees can dial in at (646) 558-

8656 (not a toll-free number) and then enter the Webinar ID: 862 6287 
1350.

To provide oral comments during the public comment 
hearing (in person or on Zoom), please send an email to 
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov with your name, email address, and 
mailing address by noon, June 24, 2025.  To sign up by telephone, 
please leave a voicemail message referencing “EFSB 24-02/D.P.U. 
24-190” at (617) 305-3544 with your name, telephone number, and 
mailing address.  Pre-registered commenters will speak first, and other 
commenters afterwards. 

The Siting Board also invites written comments on the Project.  
Written comments will be most useful to the Siting Board if submitted 
by Friday, July 11, 2025.

Important Dates
Public Comment Hearing June 25, 2025
Deadline to file written comments July 11, 2025
Deadline to file for intervention/limited participant status July 11, 2025

Public Comment Hearing
At the public comment hearing, the Company will present an over-

view of the Project.  Public officials and members of the public will 
have an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments about the 
proposed Project.  The public comment hearing will be transcribed by 
a court reporter.  A recording of the public comment hearing will be 
available on the Siting Board’s YouTube channel after the hearing, 
at https://www.youtube.com/@MaDPU_hearing  

Public Review of the Company’s Petition 
A detailed description of the Project, links to the Company’s pe-

titions, attachments, and analysis, and periodic updates are available 
via the Siting Board’s webpage for the Project https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.  The Company also 
maintains a webpage for the Project: https://palmertowareimprove-
mentproject.com/.   

Hard copies of the Company’s petitions, including all attachments, 
are available for public inspection at the following locations: 

Boston 
Energy Facilities Siting Board 
One South Station, 3rd floor 
Boston, MA 02110
Palmer
Clerk’s Office			   Palmer Public Library
4417 Main St. Ste 10		  1455 N Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069		  Palmer, MA 01069

West Brookfield
Clerk’s Office		           Merriam-Gilbert Public Library
2 East Main Steet		  3 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585	 West Brookfield, MA 01585

Ware
Clerk’s Office		          Young Men’s Library Association
126 Main Street - Suite F 		  37 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082			  Ware, MA 01082	

Decision on the Project Proposal 
The public comment hearing marks the beginning of an official, 

state-level decision-making process focused on whether the Project 

should be approved.  The Siting Board will make the decision based 
on the following laws:

1) Under G.L. (Massachusetts General Law) c.(chapter) 164, § 
(section) 69J, the Siting Board will review the Company’s proposed 
Project to determine whether the Project will provide a reliable ener-
gy supply with a minimum impact on the environment at the lowest 
possible cost.

2) Under G.L. c. 164, § 72, the Siting Board will determine whether 
the proposed Project is necessary, serves the public convenience, and 
is consistent with the public interest.

Intervention and Participation 
Persons or groups who wish to be involved in the Siting Board pro-

ceeding, beyond providing comments at the public comment hearing 
or submitting written comments, may seek either to intervene as a 
party or to participate as a limited participant.  A petition to intervene 
or participate must also be filed no later than July 11, 2025, and follow 
the instructions provided below. 

“Intervenor” or “Party” Status: An intervenor can participate ful-
ly in the evidentiary phase of the proceeding, including the right to 
participate in evidentiary hearings, file a brief and present comments 
to the Siting Board on the Tentative Decision, and to appeal a Final 
Decision. 

“Limited Participant” Status: A limited participant receives doc-
uments during the proceeding and may file a brief and present com-
ments regarding the Tentative Decision to the Siting Board. 

A petition to intervene must demonstrate that the petitioner may be 
substantially and specifically affected by this proceeding.  See below 
for filing instructions.  For more information on the Siting Board’s 
procedural rules, please see the following link: https://www.mass.gov/
doc/980-cmr-105/download. 

Filing Instructions 
Written comments on the Project, or a petition to intervene or par-

ticipate as a limited participant in this proceeding, must be filed in 
two places: 

First, the comments or petition must be sent to the Siting Board by 
email - to dpu.efiling@mass.gov AND to Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
no later than the close of business on July 11, 2025.  The text of the 
e-mail must specify: (1) the docket number of the proceeding (EFSB 
24-02/D.P.U. 24-190); (2) the name of the person or entity submitting 
the filing; and (3) a brief description of the document.  The email 
should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a person 
to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  

Second, the comments or petition must be sent by email to coun-
sel for the Company, Catherine Keuthen, Esq. at ckeuthen@keegan
werlin.com.  

Accommodation Requests
Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities (e.g., 

Braille, large print, electronic files, audio format) are available upon 
request.  To submit a request for an accommodation, please email 
Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director of 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs at, eeadiversity@mass.gov, or call 
617-626-1282.  In your communication, please include a description 
of the request with as much detail as possible and provide a way we 
can contact you if we need more information.  Please allow at least 
one week (7 days) advance notice.  Last-minute requests will be ac-
cepted, but we may be unable to fulfill them. 

Language interpretation services are available upon request.  In-
clude in your request the language required and a way to contact you 
if we need more information.  Requests may be made at least one 
week (7 days) in advance.  It may not be possible to accommodate 
last-minute requests.  Contact the Presiding Officer for more informa-
tion (contact information below).

Non-Discrimination Notice
The Siting Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, income, ethnicity, class, disability, 
religious creed or belief, gender identity, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, English language proficiency or ancestry in adminis-
tration of its programs or activities. See the Siting Board’s Non-Dis-
crimination Notice at:  https://www.mass.gov/info-details/efsb-non-
discrimination-notice-and-grievance-procedure. 

  If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Siting 
Board’s non-discrimination programs, policies, or procedures, you 
may contact:  

Melixza Esenyie - Non-Discrimination Coordinator and Director 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs, Human Resources, 9th Floor, 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114, eeadiversity@mass.gov, 
617-626-1282.  

If you believe that you have been discriminated against with respect 
to a Siting Board program or activity, you may contact Melixza Es-
enyie (identified above) to learn how and where to file a complaint of 
discrimination.  

Contact
For further information about the proceeding, please contact the 

Presiding Officer at the address or telephone number below: 
Connor Tarr, Presiding Officer

Energy Facilities Siting Board
One South Station 
Boston, MA 02110

Connor.C.Tarr@mass.gov 
(617) 305-3596

For periodic updates please visit the Siting Board’s webpage 
for this proceeding found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
palmer-to-ware-transmission-project.

Project Description 
The Company owns and operates an existing transmission line, 

Line O15N, that extends about ten miles, from National Grid’s Palmer 
Substation to its Ware Substation (the “Palmer-Ware Line”).  Nation-
al Grid proposes to replace the Palmer-Ware Line and the transmis-
sion structures that are holding it up and then remove the old lines 
and structures.  The Company maintains that the Project is needed 
because inherent design characteristics and physical deterioration of 
the existing Palmer-Ware Line have resulted in poor electric reliabil-
ity.  According to the Company, rebuilding the existing line would 
address the widespread damage to the existing structures, improve 
telecommunications between the two substations, and improve elec-
tric reliability.  An interactive map of the Project is available at the 
following link: https://palmertowareimprovementproject.com/index.
htm#project-map. 

Route Description
The Palmer-Ware Line traverses the towns of Ware, West Brook-

field, and Palmer.  Beginning at the Palmer Substation at the south-
ern end of the line, the Palmer-Ware Line travels in a northeasterly 
direction, crossing U.S. Route 20, Flynt Street, Thompson Street, the 
Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90), Smith Street, Old Warren 
Road, and West Ware Street for a total of 8.07 miles in Palmer.  The 
Existing Line then crosses into Ware, continuing in a northeasterly di-
rection across Prendiville Road twice and traveling 1.18 miles, before 
entering West Brookfield.  In West Brookfield, it continues northeast, 
crossing West Main Street/MA Route 9 and traveling 0.9 miles before 
turning westward back into Ware.  In Ware, the Existing Line travels 
0.2 miles and crosses Gilbertville Road/MA Route 32 just before en-
tering the Ware Substation. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Energy facilities siting board

ONE SOUTH STATION
BOSTON, MA 02110

(617) 305-3525
Translation and Interpretation Services

English
ATTENTION:  Additional translation and/or interpretation services 

are available upon request at no direct cost to the individual requesting 
the service. Include in your request the language required and a way 
to contact you if we need more information.  It may not be possible to 
fulfill last-minute requests. Contact Yonathan Mengesha at Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov to make a request.

Español (Spanish)
ATENCIÓN: Hay servicios adicionales de traducción y/o inter-

pretación disponibles a pedido sin costo directo para la persona que 
solicita el servicio. Incluya en su solicitud el idioma requerido y una 
forma de comunicarnos con usted si necesitamos más información. Es 
posible que no sea posible cumplir con solicitudes de último momen-
to. Comuníquese con Yonathan Mengesha a Yonathan.Mengesha@
mass.gov para realizar una solicitud.

Portugues (Standard Portuguese)
ATENÇÃO: Serviços adicionais de tradução e/ou interpretação es-

tão disponíveis mediante solicitação, sem custo direto para o indivíduo 
que solicita o serviço. Inclua em sua solicitação o idioma necessário 
e uma forma de contato caso precisemos de mais informações. Pode 
não ser possível atender a pedidos de última hora. Entre em contato 
com Yonathan Mengesha pelo e-mail Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov  
para fazer a solicitação.

Kreyòl Ayisyen (Haitian Creole)
ATANSYON: Sèvis tradiksyon ak/oswa entèpretasyon siplemantè 

disponib si w mande sa san yon pri dirèk pou moun k ap mande sèvis 
la. Nan demann ou an, mete lang ou egzije a ak yon mwayen pou 
kontakte w si nou bezwen plis enfòmasyon. Li gendwa pa posib pou 
ranpli yon demann nan dènye lè. Kontakte Yonathan Mengesha nan 
Yonathan.Mengesha@mass.gov pou w fè yon demann

Français (French)
ATTENTION : Des services de traduction et/ou d’interprétation 

supplémentaires sont disponibles sur demande, sans frais directs pour 
le demandeur. Indiquez dans votre demande la langue requise et un 
moyen de vous contacter si nous avons besoin de plus d’informa-
tions. Il se peut que nous ne puissions pas répondre aux demandes de 
dernière minute. Merci de contcacter Yonathan Mengesha à Yonathan.
Mengesha@mass.gov pour faire une demande.
06/05, 06/12/2025

public notices

SEE MORE PUBLIC NOTICES ON PAGE 21

Ryan, Aubrey Thorpe, 
Owen  Twarog ,  Grace 
Vanoudenhove,  Caylee 
Watts, Brendan Welch and 
Leanna Zou.

Grade 11, High Honors
Tricia Bruso

Grade 11, Honor Roll
A a r o n  B o d i n e , 

Owen  Breue r,  Micah 
Cerezo, Kylee Costello, 
Annabel la  DiMar t ino , 
M i a  D u c o s ,  K a l i n a 
Dyer, Garrett Erickson, 
Adelaide Harmon, Emma 
Kahlau, Collin Lindley, 
Grace Manna, Elizabeth 
M a t h e s o n ,  H u n t e r 
McQueston, Parker Proulx, 
Aaron Rowell, Madelyn 

Stauder and Farrah Wojcik.

Grade 12, High Honors
J o r d a n  B l a n c h a r d , 

Matthew Erickson, Kun 
Liu,  Ethan Salvadore, 
Sadie Sheldon and Jaxon 
Warburton. 

Grade 12, Honor Roll
Benjamin Bibik, Kevin 

Bo les ,  A l i syn  Bruso , 
Kyle Clark, Ava Conlee, 
Teaghan Ear le ,  Adam 
Faulha, Sophia Gagne, 
James Q. Geary, Kylie 
George, Kyra Grummell, 
Samuel Guertin, Isabel 
LaBelle, Travis LaRoche, 
Lianna Leger, Lauren Orne, 
Adelynn Prochnow, Hannah 
Shepard, Julia Smith, Irene 
Stolgitis, Vanecia Tarquinio 
and Richard Tucker.

QUABBIN from page 18

BARRE – The Quabbin 
Regional Middle School 
announces the honor roll for 
the third quarter.

Grade Six, High Honors
Nevaeh Andrews, Jacob 

Blanchard, Jaysen Cassano, 
Charley Chauvin, Ayla Clark, 
John Cook, Anna Coomey, 
Ella Critelli, Joey DeMalia, 
Andrew Fuller,  Lincoln 
Graves ,  Asher  Gri ffi th , 
Colby Hill, Madilyn Houle, 
Ryan LaRange, Maishao 
Lee, Brady Malin, Kayla 
McHugh, Sawyer Minton, 
Theodore Minton, Nolan 
O’Connor, Aviendha O’Neill, 
Ximena Palomera-Espinoza, 
L i l l i a n  R o o h a n ,  L u c a 
Scott, Liam Shaw, Weston 
Stukuls Barrieau, Brayden 
Surprenant, Kenzie Thorpe, 
Hana  Mae  Tous ignan t , 
Everett Weisman and Joseph 
Youngstrom.

Grade Six, Honors 
Lyric Alves, Aubrianna 

Babineau,  Asher  Baker, 
Elijah Baptiste, Zachary 
Barre, Julianna Bienvenu, 
Ava  B lanca to ,  Ta la syn 
Boissoneau, Garrett Boos, 
Harper  Brooks,  Vincent 
B r o t e n ,  J o s i e  C a s t e l l , 
Cameron Charpentier, Ryan 
Colgate,  Audrey Cutler, 
H a n n a h  C u t l e r ,  E t h a n 

Donaldson, Hannah Dube, 
Mason Ferguson, Matthew 
Flamand, Maximus German, 
Jude Gomes, Joseph Haley, 
Silas Howe, James Jackson, 
C o l i n  K a n i a ,  N a t h a n 
Kearchner, Levi Kniskern, 
Allison Kolenda, Isabella 
LaFountain, Walker Larson, 
Ilyanna Lynch, Carter Majoy, 
Adalyn McHugh, Annaleigh 
Moncoeur, Owen Nason, 
Chevy  O’Shea ,  Eve lyn 
Palladino, Bryce Pariseau, 
Bentley Parker, Logan Peters, 
Deegan Pope, Oliver Poulin, 
Catheryn Racine, Waverly 
Rivard,  Ava Rodriguez, 
Cooper Sampson, Emily 
Schur, Landon Swindlehurst, 
Regan Toohil, Miles Vaillette, 
Anthony Wade, Owen Wade, 
Evelyn Ward, Brady White  
and Brady Willims.

Grade Seven, High Honors
S a y l o r  B i s s o n n e t t e , 

Jul ia Blanchard,  Winter 
Boyea, Eliza Brown, Emily 
DeMalia, Brody Despres, 
Maria Hamm, Nolan Herrick, 
Evelyn Johnson, Ava Maxim, 
C a m e r o n  M c D o n a l d , 
Madeline Omasta, Sebastian 
Palomera-Espinoza, Owen 
Pears,  Evelyn Priest ley, 
Madeleine Proulx, Lily Ryan 
and Elizabeth Welch. 

Grade Seven, Honors
Brady Aiesi,  Addyson 

Barringer, Amelia Breault, 
Joyce Brown, Jack Castell, 
Henry Corbett, Christopher 
Dallair,  Sophia Dittami, 
Lane Fargnoli, Benjamin 
Fisher, Addison Ford, Lucas 
Gaspar, Meaghan Glidden, 
Brayden Hurley,  Aimee 
Ickler, Emily Johnson, Pele 
Johnson, Brynn Kelly, Noah 
Kelter, Theodore Langer, 
Maggie Leander, Mathieu 
LeBlanc ,  Jack  Lec la i r, 
Mackenzie Levesque, Chiara 
Manna, Valerie Metterville, 
Brayden Nadeau, Calleb 
Oliveira ,  Henry Poulin, 
Autumn Rector,  Thomas 
Schoonmaker, Andrew Scott, 
Hannah Shotwell, Madalyn 
Simons, Bella Spring, Emma 
Stauder,  Fiona Stevens, 
Kai lyn Traynham, Katy 
Twarog, Charlie White, Lila 
Wilson and Raegyn Wnek.

Grade Eight, High Honors
Allison Baptiste, Kalina 

Bassett, Hazel Carter, Lauren 
Colleton, Adalyn Cranston, 
Jeremy DeMoranville, Fiona 
Derr, Brynn Dunphy, Maya 
Faucher, Xavier Fjeld, Silas 
Flint, Nathan Gingras, Olivia 
Gregory, Hayston Hay, Sage 
McQueston, Gemma Mullins, 
Greyson Mullins, Sarah Neal, 
Joseph Perrone, Whitney 
Reeves, Chloe Richardson, 
Av a  R o g o w s k i ,  Z o e y 

Salvadore, Madisyn Shotwell, 
Addison Surprenant, Michael 
Tabares, Robert Tobin, John 
Tyler, Robyn Waltz, and Jack 
Wynne.

Grade Eight, Honors
Olivia Abbas-Peck, Emma 

Ackert, Adeelya Andrade, 
Caleb Conway-Dias, Joseph 
Cook, Kalypso DeCologero, 
Gabriel DelGiudice, Landon 
Devine, Cecelia DiMartino, 
T s a d i k u  F o x ,  J u l i a n a 
Guilderson, Madison Haley, 
Kiara Hanny-Rivera, Sawyer 
Harmon,  Madisyn Hi l l , 
Reese Jamieson,  Sarah Jean-
Francois, Aubrey Lawson, 
Weston Letendre ,  Al l ie 
Lipiec, John-Paul McDuffie, 
Morgan Montague, Lunabelle 
Moore, Ryan Morin, Layla 
Nally, Olivia O’Connor, 
Wil l iam O’Neil l ,  Dante 
Orcutt,  Quinn Ouimette, 
A m o n  Pa c k a r d ,  L u k a s 
Potter, Calia Rich, Kimberly 
Riendeau, Jillian Rigney, 
Sophia  Rogers ,  Connor 
Roohan,  Jacob Rosario, 
Alexis  Savary,  Madison 
Scanlon, Annabelle Silver, 
Brianna Souza,  Rosal ie 
Stark, Mackenzie Toupin, 
Launa Tran, Halee Vasquez, 
Maxwell  Wade, Isabelle 
We n t w o r t h  a n d  S a r a i 
Zhindon.

Quabbin Middle School announces honor roll

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org
Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand 
for extended periods of time. Four-day work 
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356. CHAMELEON 

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY
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HELP WANTED
HOUSEKEEPING / CUSTODIAL POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
housekeeping team.

Essential Duties & Responsibilities: 
- Window cleaning; Vacuuming; Dusting; Trash Removal; Restroom 

Cleaning; Floor cleaning with commercial machines

Required Qualifications & Skills
- Ability to work in a team environment; Proven ability to work 

independently with minimal supervision; Must be flexible regarding 
scheduling based on business demands; Successful completions of 
background check; Willingness to work flexible schedule including 
nights, weekends, and/or Holidays as needed

Physical requirements:
- Able to lift up to 50 lbs.; Able to push/pull up to 50 lbs.; Able to bend, 

stretch, and twist; Able to stand for long periods of time; Able to climb 
multiple flights of stairs on daily basis and walk frequently; Able to work 
with chemicals according to directions

Eagle Hill School is located in Hardwick, MA and 
is a private boarding school for high school students in grades 8 through 12. 

If interested, call Devon Jurczyk, 413-207-7021. Phone calls only.

HELP WANTED
KITCHEN / DISHWASHING POSITIONS

Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school located in Hardwick, MA, seeks 
to hire highly motivated, hardworking, and energetic individuals to join our 
kitchen staff.

Eagle Hill School is seeking full and part time kitchen staff for dishwasher 
positions as well as food preparation and serving.

 - Ability to work in a team environment
 - Ability to work independently with minimal supervision
 - Must be flexible regarding scheduling, including nights, 
  weekends, and/or holidays as needed
 - Successful completion of background checks is required
 - Physical Requirements and Work Environment
 - Must be able to lift approximately 30-50 pounds
 - Bend, kneel, push, pull, and other physical exertion
 - Ability to stand and walk for extended periods of time
 - Work in a hot and damp environment with moderate 
  to high noise volumes

Schedule
Year round, full time schedule
Ability to work evenings, weekends, and holidays as needed, including 
occasional events
Extended hours required on an as needed basis

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

public notices
Town of Ware

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2025-06 & SPR-2025-01

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit Granting 
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing 
during the scheduled meeting on 
THURSDAY, June 26, 2025 at 
7:00pm, on the application of 
Jamil Jean-Jacques., for a Spe-
cial Permit and Minor Site Plan 
Review to operate as a Marijuana 
Cultivation Site under Section 
4.8.8, of the Zoning Bylaw, and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 40A. 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, this hearing will be 
conducted in person and via re-
mote means, in accordance with 
applicable law. This means that 
members of the Planning Board 
as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. In per-
son attendance will be held in the 
Board of Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via zoom. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join or join 
by phone. Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  0 Green-
wich Plains Road, Ware MA. 
Said premises being further de-
scribed in deeds recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 8050, Page 115.  
Property is also identified as As-
sessor’s Parcel 34-4-4. Zoned: 
Rural Residential (RR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING BOARD 
05/29, 06/05/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE OF 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain Mortgage given by Mark 
S. Majka to Bank of America, 
N.A., dated December 28, 2007 
and recorded with the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 9359, Page 212, subse-
quently assigned to Green Tree 
Servicing LLC by Bank of Amer-
ica, N.A. by assignment recorded 
in said Hampshire County Regis-
try of Deeds at Book 11343, Page 
309, subsequently assigned to 
New Residential Mortgage LLC 
by Ditech Financial LLC f/k/a 
Green Tree Servicing LLC by as-
signment recorded in said Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 

at Book 13532, Page 62, subse-
quently assigned to Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association by 
New Residential Mortgage LLC 
by assignment recorded in said 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 14443, Page 26, 
subsequently assigned to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity, but 
solely as Trustee of Citigroup 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2021-RP5. 
by Federal National Mortgage 
Association by assignment re-
corded in said Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds at Book 
15231, Page 156 for breach of 
the conditions of said Mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on June 
12, 2025 at 8 -10 Aspen Street, 
a/k/a 8 Aspen Street, Ware, MA, 
all and singular the premises de-
scribed in said Mortgage, to wit: 

A certain tract of land or 
parcel of land situate in Ware, 
Hampshire County, Massachu-
setts, with the buildings thereon, 
on the westerly side of Aspen 
Street in said Ware, bounded and 
described as follows: 

Beginning at the northeast cor-
ner of land now or formerly of 
Greenleaf heirs on the west line 
of said Aspen Street; 

Thence westerly on line of 
land now or formerly of said 
Greenleaf heirs 70 feet to Aspen 
Grove Cemetery; 

Thence northerly on east line 
of said Cemetery 65 feet to land 
formerly of Philibert Renaud; 

Thence easterly on line of land 
formerly of said Renaud to said 
Aspen Street 70 feet; 

Thence southerly on west line 
of said Aspen Street 65 feet to the 
place of beginning. 

BEING the same premises 
conveyed to the mortgagor herein 
by deed of Mark St. Laurent and 
recorded in Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds herewith. 

The premises are to be sold 
subject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building and 
zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal 
liens and assessments, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
and attorney’s fees and costs. 

TERMS OF SALE: A de-
posit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS 
($5,000.00) in the form of a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or money order will be 
required to be delivered at or be-
fore the time the bid is offered. 
The successful bidder will be re-
quired to execute a Foreclosure 
Sale Agreement immediately af-
ter the close of the bidding. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the 
form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s at-
torney. The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms 

of the sale by written or oral 
announcement made before or 
during the foreclosure sale. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mortgag-
ee or the Mortgagee’s attorney. 
The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in 
this publication. TIME WILL BE 
OF THE ESSENCE. 

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National As-
sociation, not in its individual 
capacity, but solely as Trustee of 
Citigroup Mortgage Loan Trust 
2021-RP5. Present Holder of 
said Mortgage, 

By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 

PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 

Phone: (781) 790-7800 
23-007958 

05/22, 05/29, 06/05/2025

Notice of 
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255, Section 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA 01031  
Pursuant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that on 
6/23/2025 at

10:00AM at: Regin’s Repair 
19 Church St Gllbertville, MA 
01031 by private sale, the follow-
ing Motor Vehicle will be sold 
to satisfy the garage keeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of no-
tices and sale of said vehicle
2009 Toyota Camry
Regisration/sate: 2ZGN35/MA
VIN: 4T1BE46K09U393137
Name and address of owner: 
Geoffrey Ralls 
12 Cara Lane
East Longmeadow, MA 01028

By: James M. Regin 
Dated: 6/1/2025 

This notice has been given un-
der the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A
06/05, 06/12, 06/19/2025

Legal Notice
Town of Ware

Public Meeting
PARC Grant Application
The Town of Ware through the 

Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion will hold a public meeting 
on Monday, June 9, 2025 at 
6:30 at the Ware Town Hall, 126 
Main Street to discuss and gather 
input on the Town’s application 
to the Massachusetts Parkland 
Acquisitions and Renovations 
for Communities Program.  The 
proposed grant funds would be 
used to restore the Grenville Park 
roads .  Other Parks and Recre-
ation projects will be considered.  
All interested residents, particu-
larly those from the North Side 
/ Church Street neighborhood, 
are encouraged to attend and 
give input.  If accommodations 
are needed, please contact the 
Town Managers office at 413-
967-9648. 
06/05/2025

Town of Warren
Notice of FY2026 Sewer Rate 

Public Hearing
The Warren Board of Sewer 

Commissioners will be having a 
public hearing on Wednesday, 
June 18, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., 

for the purpose of discussing the 
Fiscal Year 2026 proposed sew-
er rates for both residential and 
commercial users. The hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting room on the first floor of 
the Charles E. Shepard Munici-
pal Building, located at 48 High 
Street in Warren, MA 01083. 
Residents and property owners 
are encouraged to participate. 
Comments can be mailed to the 
Warren Board of Sewer Com-
missioners at P.O. Box 1537, 
Warren, MA 01083, or emailed 
to Lisa Digris at: sewer@
warren-ma.gov   before  the hear-
ing. 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

SEE MORE PUBLIC 
NOTICES ON PAGE 19

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!
BEAT THE TARIFF!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

BEAT PRICE INCREASES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Greige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

ASPHALT PLANT OPENING LATE APRIL

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

With Rent Prices Going Up, 
Now’s A Great Time To Buy!   

Call Me To Help You Buy Your New Home 
Before The One You Want Is Gone!  

Call Me To Help You Sell Your Home And 
Help Make Someone’s Dream Come True!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

This expansive Colonial-style residence, 
set amidst over 2.5 acres, showcases four 
bedrooms and three full bathrooms. The 
property encompasses a fully equipped 
kitchen, first-floor laundry, a bright office/
study with a private entrance to the 
fenced backyard, and mature landscap-
ing. The primary bedroom presents a walk-in closet and an ensuite bathroom. 
Additional amenities include a two-car heated garage with a separate shed for 
lawn equipment and a whole-house Generac generator, complemented by newly 
installed flooring throughout the home. Conveniently located on a cul-de-sac, it 
offers easy access to the Mass Pike and a short commute to Amherst.

NEW LISTING - $449,900
22 BERKSHIRE CIRCLE, WARE, MA

OPEN HOUSE - FRIDAY, JUNE 6TH, 5-6:30 PM

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 2 ............Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

Ready to make
        your move?

Spring into action
and give me a call

or check out my website
www.lisacaron.com

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

OUR PRODUCTS 
INCLUDE:

The Largest Selection of 
Eastern White Pine in the Area

Wide Pine Flooring, 
Paneling, Siding

Beams & Timbers

Natural or Dyed Bark Mulch 
at Mill Direct Pricing

413-477-6050
Cleveland Road (off Route 32) • Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

JOHN SHEA’S 
Appliance Repair

11 Hayden Ave., Brookfield, MA 01506
508 867 7124

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

91 Main Street Ware, MA 01082
413-277-0009

www.hannasonmain.com

We Are Open For Breakfast

Every Sunday 8am - 12pm

All of your
Favorite Breakfast

Items!
Bloody Ma

rys
Mimosa

OPEN FOR LUNCH
Wed - Fri at 11:00AM

Dinner served
Saturday from 11am - 10pm
& Sunday from 12pm - 9pm

Function Room Available!
(up to 50 people)

Book Your Event Today!

Weekly Events

Every Wednesday
$599 Burgers at 4PM

& Musical Bingo at 6:30

Every Thursday
$6 Pizza at 4PM &

Opinionation at 6:30

Every Friday
Live Entertainment,
Weekly Specials &

Fried Seafood Favorites

Prime Rib Dinner
Served Every Saturday 4pm - Close

Includes a generous portion of our
slow roasted prime rib

served with a baked potato
and a seasonal vegetable.

While Supplies Last!

Make Your
Reservations

For
Father’s Day

Today!


