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WARREN – Over 110 
voters took action on 25 
articles at the annual town 
meeting held last Thursday 
evening.

FY 26 recap
At the June 11 meeting, 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera said fiscal year 2026 

was a “busy, but productive 
year”  for the town.

He said the town recently 
put $350,000 in stabilization 
funds, bringing the general 
Stabilization Fund balance 
up to about $2.8 million and 
Capital Stabilization up to 
$800,000.

“The town’s fiscal posi-
tion remains strong,” he said.

Ferrera said the town also 
held a successful tax-title 
property auction in FY 26, 

which recovered $320,000 in 
lost taxes from the sale of 12 
out of 14 tax-title properties. 
Those properties are now 

back on the town’s tax rolls.
Ferrera said the town also 

launched its updated website, 
which is more user friend-

ly to staff and the public, 
as well as Americans with 
Disabilities Act accessible.

He said the town has 
also received over a mil-
lion dollars in state and fed-
eral grants in FY 26, with 
much of that money going 
to improving existing infra-
structure.

“We are continuing to 
improve and maintain all of 
our buildings,” Ferrera said.

Ferrera said the town 

formed a task force to 
research other health insur-
ance options for employ-
ees, and it was determined 
the current provider was the 
most cost effective. 

FY 27 budget
Ferrera said the town’s 

financial team spent six 
months working to create 
the FY 27 budget, which is a 

Voters approve budget, new fire/EMT positions

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER –  On June 7, Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School held its graduation ceremony 
to an audience of close to 1,500.

The families and loved ones of 
this year’s graduates from Pathfinder 
Tech gathered in the gymnasium 
at Belchertown High School. This 
marked the first time in 51 years 
that Pathfinder’s graduation was 
moved off-campus.

“We were forced to pick a specif-
ic date this year, because Skills USA 
Nationals were moved and conflict-
ed with everyone’s graduations,” said 
Superintendent Eric Duda, who explained 
that there were students flying back from 
Atlanta, Georgia late the night before the 
graduation ceremony.

Pathfinder packs gym for graduation 
ceremony

Salutatorian Destiny Rodriguez celebrated 
her achievements with Kenndyl Roberts 
and Dylan Holbrook.

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

To support Jason Benmahidi (left) on his 
graduation day, he was joined by Shawn 
Souza and Stephanie Benmahidi.

Kids’ Corner 
Workshop 
teaches flowers 
and pollinators

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – This month’s 
Kids’ Corner Workshop at 
the Ware Grange focused on 
pollinators and flowers. 

Jennifer McNally wel-
comed all of her young 
friends and families to the 
“Pollination Station”, and 

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Se lec t  Board  met  l a s t 
Monday where they signed 
a three year agreement with 
the Barre Senior Center, so 
Hardwick residents can con-
tinue to utilize their services. 

This comes after the sign-
ing was delayed at a May 26 
meeting following concerns 
about the center from resi-
dents,

At the June 8 meeting, 
Select Board Chair Jeff 
Schaaf said residents came 
to him and expressed their 
approval of the senior center, 
and said they felt included 
and approved of the opera-
tions. Schaaf said the senior 
center seems to be enjoyed 
by Hardwick residents.

Bar re  Sen ior  Cente r 
Director Betty-Jo O’Brien 
was also present, along with 
members of both the Barre 
and Hardwick Councils on 
Aging. O’Brien said she 
watched the last meeting, 
and saw the comments made 
about the senior center. 

She said the senior center 
is seeing a growing number 
of Hardwick residents, and 
the center offers transpor-
tation, nutrition programs, 
wellness programs and edu-
cational programs. She said 
in 2024, there were seven 
new Hardwick residents 

attending, when she started a 
“stronger together” initiative, 
which brought in 34 new res-
idents. 

She said as of May 31 of 
this year, there are 11 new 
participants. 

O’Brien said there are 56 
Hardwick participants, which 
accounts for about 7% of the 
town’s senior population.

O’Brien also addressed 
concerns about the kitchen 
not being operational. She 
said the kitchen manager did 
not have certifications, so the 
center had to suspend meals 
until then, but they served 
over 17,000 meals, includ-
ing over 3,800 for Hardwick. 
O’Brien said they also served 
about 1,900 congregate meals 
and 301 free meals during a 
government shutdown. 

O’Brien also said eight 
people utilize the transpor-
tation services, and there 
was a quilting square proj-
ect made by residents of both 
Hardwick and Barre, which 
were featured in the Barre 
Gazette. 

O’Brien also said the 
comments made last meeting 
were derogatory toward the 
Hardwick Council on Aging, 
who she said “pour their 
hearts” into the senior center. 
She said the newsletter for 
the center would “blow you 
away.” 

Select Board signs 
COA agreement

The Pollination 
Station

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Dean Park 
in West Warren was rocking 
the night with live music and 
trucks this past week. 

As part of the Parks & 
Recreation Department’s 
Concerts in the Park series, 
Dean Park features fun activ-
ities for families and chil-
dren. This past week featured 
a Touch a Truck event with 
over a dozen vehicles of all 
styles provided by various 
departments and businesses. 

Dean Park hosts
Touch-a-Truck 
and concert

Dean Park in West 
Warren hosted 
a Touch a Truck 

event during the 
Summer Concert 

Series this past 
weekend. Turley Photo by Ryan Drago 

Rowan, left, and Brie tested out the hummingbird polli-
nating station with pipettes. 

“This is a level services budget. The town
is not reducing services, laying off staff, 

or asking for an override.”
- James Ferrera, Town Administrator

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 3

Please see WORKSHOP, 
page 3

Please see 
PATHFINDER, 
page 15

Please see ATM, page 13

Please see TOUCH-
A-TRUCK, page 8
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

2022 showed Lily Caputo 
with her face painted 

with fireworks to match 
the impressive display 

put on by the Ware Lions 
Club at  Grenville Park.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, June 20th
7pm-10pm

Caboodle
EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke
EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm • All Welcome

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO
7:30-9pm

Upcoming
Saturday, July 11th

7pm-10pm

Uncle Country

Look who’s 
turning...
Happy Birthday
on June 24th

M. Phyllis
Zaganiacz
We Love You!
The Swistak, Robidoux 
& Zaganiacz families

❤

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Paige 
Memorial and Gilbertville 
Public libraries welcomed an 
EcoTarium program to the 
Town House last Thursday. 

The EcoTarium is a sci-
ence and nature museum 
based out of Worcester, 
and features a fun learning 
experience for kids with 
a workshop that involves a 
world-building interactive 
workshop. The EcoTarium 
was founded in 1825 and 
recently celebrated its 200th 
anniversary.

M u s e u m  E d u c a t o r 
Elizabeth Baldwin brought 
some engineering challeng-
es for children to explore by 
planning, testing and build-
ing. 

This program allowed 
children to “build your 
world” and solve prob-
lems through an engineer-
ing design process. They 
explored forces and motion 
by building all sorts of struc-
tures with Keva blocks and 
using animal figurines to test 
them out. 

The Keva blocks were 
used to build houses and 
bridges for animals. Split 
Peas were used to test 
weight, and Baldwin brought 
an air cannon to do a mock 
windstorm to test the struc-
ture of the towers built by the 
kids. 

Participants tested the 
strength of their bridges by 
having their animal figurines 
cross safely over a model 
river. 

Baldwin also brought the 
book “The 3 Little Dassies” 
by Jan Brett. This story is a 
variation of The Three Little 

Pigs, where the eagle tries to 
blow down the dassies’ hous-
es. 

Like the children who 
attended the EcoTarium pro-
gram, the dassies try to build 
homes from grass, sticks and 
stone to protect themselves 
from this hungry eagle. 

Oliver, age 6, was ready 
to try some engineering chal-

lenges at the Town House. 
He carefully built a struc-
tured bridge to get a cou-
ple animal figurines safely 
across. 

The Paige  Memoria l 
Library will  be hosting 
Drumming with the Wendell 
Warriors on Thursday, June 
18 at 7 p.m. at the Town 
House, 40 Common St. This 
activity is funded by the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council. 

The Ware River News will gladly correct factual errors 
that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to pouimett@turley.com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  Ware River 
News, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.

EcoTarium arrives at the Town House

Museum Educator from the EcoTarium in Worcester, Elizabeth Baldwin (right), observed 
6-year-old Oliver during his engineering challenge. The challenge was a bridge that ani-
mals can safely cross. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
EcoTarium Museum Educator Elizabeth Baldwin demon-
strated the use of an air cannon to simulate a windstorm. 

Oliver and EcoTarium Museum Educator Elizabeth Baldwin 
were building towers to see if they could withstand the 
wind. 

HARDWICK – On 
T h u r s d a y,  J u n e  1 8 
from7-8 p.m., the Paige 
Memorial Library will 
host  Drumming with 
the Wendell Warriors on 
the Common outside the 
Town House. 

Join this drumming 
experience where you 
will learn to play differ-
ent tones on the drum 
before you make music 
together. This activity is 
funded by the Hardwick-
New Braintree Cultural 
Council.

Look for the Paige 
Memorial Library table at 
the Health and Wellness 
Fair at Eagle Hill on 
Saturday, June 20 from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. The library 
will still be open regular 
hours. 

Drop by both places to 
see how a library can sup-
port health and wellness.

“Dig In and Read” 
Summer Reading begins 
June 23 and offers activ-
ities and prizes for chil-
dren through adult read-
ers. Join the fun and 
explore history, science, 
and culture and dig into 
dinosaurs, paleontology, 
archaeology, American 
history and plants, nature 
and gardening.

Wellness check with 
Registered Nurse Sandi 
Knipe of the Leicester 
Regional Public Health 
Coalition will be held on 
Wednesday, June 24 from 
2-3:30 p.m. for blood 
pressure and glucose 
screening. No appoint-
ment necessary. 

Avoid the stress of vis-

iting a doctor’s office to 
get a free monthly well-
ness check and chat with 
Knipe.

The Friends of the 
Paige Memorial Library 
will sponsor Rainforest 
Reptiles on Saturday, June 
27 at 10 a.m. at the Town 
House. 

These animals were 
rescued from law enforce-
ment seizures, abuse or 
neglect cases, or were sur-
rendered by owners. Now, 
they help people connect 
with wildlife and learn 
about conservation. 

You will see frogs, 
bugs, snakes, lizards, and 
real animal artifacts. A 
uniformed, trained her-
petologist will present a 
red or yellow-footed tor-
toise, a monitor or tegu 
lizard, a six-10 foot boa or 
python, a three-four foot 
American Alligator. 

You will  have the 
chance to safely touch 
some of the animals and 
to volunteer to assist.

Vintage baseball will 
be played on Saturday, 
July 11 at Roach Field. 
Join the library’s team, 
the Hardwick Haymakers, 
to defeat the Westfield 
Wheelman in a baseball 
game with Civil War rules 
or just come to watch the 
action and eat hot dogs 
and popcorn provided by 
the Parks and Recreation 
Committee to support 
their work. Please call 
413-477-6704 or email 
paigelibrary.hardwick@
gmail.com for any ques-
tions or to secure your 
place at an event.

Paige Memorial Library 
lists June/July events

Residents 
reminded to 
return annual 
census forms

WARE – Town Clerk 
Nancy Talbot said it is the 
last call to return your annual 
town census forms.

Massachusetts General 
Laws require each city and 
town to send an annual census 
to each household every year. 
The census was sent out to all 
households in Ware several 
months ago and currently the 
return has not been done by 
many households.

The law also requires that 
an inactivation of voters is 
done for those voters who 
have not returned the census. 
This will be done in the next 
week for those who do not 
mail or return their census in 
the blue drop box outside the 
lower-level offices.

When a voter is inacti-
vated, a confirmation card is 
mailed and must be returned 
to the Town Clerk to reacti-
vate them.

There are three choices 
listed on the card: 1. I am still 
living at the same address in 
the Town of Ware, 2.	
I have moved to the follow-
ing address (fill in the blank) 
in the Town of Ware or 3. I 
have moved out of town and 
wish to be deleted as a voter. 
My new address is (fill in the 
blank).

The card must be signed 
and dated by the voter and 
returned to the Town Clerk (it 
is a postage paid card).

If and when the card is not 
returned, the voter will need 
to complete paperwork when 
they come to vote at the next 
election. Proof of residency at 
the address the voter is listed 
at will be needed at that time.
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VERIFIED AS ONE 
OF THE LEADING 

REAL ESTATE 
TEAMS IN THE 

NATION

CALL YOUR HOMETOWN AGENT
KERRIE BALDWIN, REALTOR®

C: 413-847-0831

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

O’Brien said the Barre 
Senior Center is open from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and open from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. on Friday, and 
they offer meals five days a 
week. The board signed the 
agreement as presented. 

IT services
Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

Justine Caggiano said the 
town received five bids for 
IT services, with their current 
provider submitting the low-
est bid.

The bid that was presented 
at the meeting was the second 
lowest received, as the town 
is having issues with the cur-
rent provider.

Select Board Clerk Zack 
Spencer said the second low-
est bidder, Anevry, is a local 
company, and they have 
a cart to wheel the cam-
era where it needs to go, a 
wide view camera, and other 
boards could put their meet-
ings online. 

Caggiano said it seems 
like the company wants to 
work for the town, and they 
also help with public records 
requests and IT grant writ-

ing. She said the cost of the 
service would be $38,400 for 
the first year, which is only 
$400 more than their current 
provider. 

The board will revisit this 
topic at the June 22 meeting.

Warrant review process
Spencer said the warrants 

should be put in front of all 
board members so they can 
see what the town is paying 
for, instead of it just being 
signed by the chair. 

Schaaf said he has been 
the only one signing off on 
the warrants, and it makes 
him “uneasy.” 

Select Board Vice-Chair 
William Tinker said the 
warrant review is one of 
the primary financial over-
sight responsibilities of the 
Select Board, and the board 
members should have all of 
the information available to 
review and ask questions. 
Tinker also said there should 
be a policy that any warrants 
signed in between meetings 
should come before the rest 
of the board at the next meet-
ing. He also made a draft pol-
icy for the board to review.

Spencer said he would 
sign off on the warrants if 

everyone can see them, and 
said once they are approved, 
they could be put on the town 
website for transparency. 
He said the goal is to reduce 
overspending. 

Tinker said nobody will be 
“rubber stamping” anything 
on the warrants.

Appointments
Caggiano said the Board 

of Assessors have recom-
mended Lucinda Childs 
to the Capital  Planning 
Committee. The board voted 
to appoint Childs to the com-
mittee for a three year term.

STM
The board said they would 

send the Planning Board’s 
proposed bylaw changes 
to legal counsel for review 
before they set a special 
town meeting date. Caggiano 
said the updated Quabbin 
Regional School District 
agreement would also need to 
be on the warrant.

Public comment
Resident Judy Kohn said 

the escalation of personal 
differences is not a police 
matter, and there have been 
“stringent or too stringent 

measures” regarding differ-
ences. She also said the board 
has failed their job descrip-
tions.

Kohn also said the tree 
on the Hardwick common 
should be saved, as it is being 
slated to be cut down. She 
said she contacted a local 
arborist who said the tree is 
fine. 

She said the common 
should be beautiful, and the 
tree represents a symbol. She 
said paying for a new tree to 
replace it might not be good 
compensation. 

Caggiano said the insur-
ance company and arbor-
ist said the tree, which was 
scarred by a fire, would not 
live.

Resident Liz Cyran pre-
sented two pages of com-
plaints, and called for the 
firing of Caggiano, as Cyran 
accused her of fostering prob-

lems, and costing the town 
money. Caggiano said the 
board should shut it down 
“before someone gets sued 
for slander and libel.”

Town Administrator’s 
report

Caggiano said the bids 
for 179 Main St. and fuel are 
out. She said she held a finan-
cial meeting, a meeting with 
the Central Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission, and submitted a 
$250,000 application for the 
Community One Stop grant. 

She said the town has 
positions available at the 
wastewater treatment plant, 
highway department, accoun-
tant and van driver, and they 
will be appointing someone 
to the recycling center at 
their next meeting. She said 
there will be a draft employ-
ee handbook presented at the 

next meeting. 
She read a letter from the 

Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force to the 
police department. She also 
thanked Hardwick residents 
for messages after the town 
meeting. 

Executive session
The board entered into 

executive session “to dis-
cuss the reputation, char-
acter, physical condition or 
mental health, rather than 
professional competence, of 
an individual, or to discuss 
the discipline or dismissal 
of, or complaints or charges 
brought against an employee 
not to reconvene in open ses-
sion” per Mass General Law 
chapter 30A section 21 (a) 
(1). Tinker recused himself 
from the executive session as 
the matter involved an imme-
diate family member.

HARDWICK from page 1

community
Ware Senior Center 
NEWS

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, 413-967-
9645, located at 1 Robbins 
Road, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to 
the store are only accepted 
by Sue LaBarge, who can 
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, June 22

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	

Tuesday, June 23
•	 9 a.m. Exercise Class at 

Valley View Housing
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class.
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
•	

Wednesday, June 24
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi 
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori

Thursday, June 25
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class
•	 12:30-2:30 p.m. Movie 

Matinee “I’ll See You In 
My Dreams” with Blythe 
Danner, Martin Starr and 
Sam Elliot. 

Friday, June 26
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, June 22
Chicken Parmigiana 

over Pasta, Tossed Salad, 
Dessert of the Day

Tuesday, June 23
M e a t l o a f ,  B a k e d 

Potatoes, Veggie of the 
Day, Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, June 24
Macaroni and Cheese, 

Stewed Tomatoes, Dessert 
of the Day

Thursday, June 25
Brunch

F r e n c h  T o a s t , 
Scrambled Eggs, Corned 
Beef Hash, Bacon, Dessert 
of the Day

Friday, June 26
Baked Fish, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Veggie of the 
Day, Dessert of the Day

kids got to learn about flow-
ers and why pollinators are 
important. 

A pollinator is an animal 
that helps plants produce 
fruits and seeds. Examples 
of pollinators include birds, 
bees, bats, butterflies, and 
other small mammals. 

These pollinators eat the 
nectar from plants. The pol-
len from one plant can fer-
tilize the next plant that the 
pollinator gets nectar from. 

The Ware Grange had 
several activity stations to 
teach kids about different 
pollinators and what they 
can do to protect them. There 
was information about how 
to create your own pollinator 
watering station. 

A pollinator watering sta-
tion is a fun and educational 
project for kids. The station 
provides insects a place to 
drink and rest and also 
helps support their popu-
lation. 

One of the activity sta-
tions in the Ware Grange 
was a bee watering station 
for kids to make and take 
home. 

M c N a l l y ’s  d a u g h t e r 
Mackenzie was helping kids 
make their own humming-
bird feeders. Mackenzie 
made one of her own as an 
example. 

Every  Kids ’  Corner 
Workshop features a scaven-
ger hunt. The kids receive a 
prize from McNally if they 
find all the pollinator sym-
bols in the Grange. 

Another fun activity was 
the hummingbird station 
where kids used pipettes to 
demonstrate how the beaks 
of the hummingbirds work 
when they collect nectar. The 
kids used the pipettes and  
collected water with it just 
like when hummingbirds use 
their beaks. 

Kids got to build a lot of 
pollinator-themed crafts and 

got to plant sunflowers. 
Terry Vaill of the Ware 

Grange baked some creative 
pollinator-themed treats. 
There were butterfly cook-
ies, bumble bee cookies and 
other bug-like treats.  

McNally also entertained 
her friends with a couple sto-
ries about pollinators. Copies 
of books related to flowers 
and pollinators were avail-
able for kids to read. 

The next Kids’ Corner 
Workshop will be on July 
25 at 10 a.m. at the Ware 
Grange, 297 Belchertown 
Road. This workshop will 
talk about birds. 

For more information, 
visit www.waregrange.org, 
or follow the Ware Grange 
on Facebook at Ware Grange 
#164. 

The next adult garden-
ing workshop at the Ware 
Grange will be on July 13 
at 7 p.m. and will be about 
composting. 

WORKSHOP from page 1 Viviann is shown with 
her butterfly tower 
that she made during 
the Kids’ Corner 
Workshop at the 
Ware Grange this past 
weekend. 

AT LEFT: The kids got to make bee watering 
stations at the Ware Grange.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Mackenzie made a hummingbird feeder and showed kids 
how to make one during the Kids’ Corner Workshop, 
“Pollinators and Flowers.”

Cookies decorated as bum-
ble bees were baked by 
Terry Vaill. 
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Melissa, who gardens 
i n  Be lche r town 
asked this question 

of the Garden Lady.  
“It’s always so hard to 

install strawberry plants 
and pinch off the flowers 
the first year. Do you real-
ly have to?  It would be so 
wonderful to enjoy some 
fruit.”

I completely understand 
where you are coming from! 
Last year I was in the same 
boat. This year, the fruit is 
coming in and boy, am I 
enjoying it!  

Removing the flowers 
redirects the plant’s ener-
gy away from reproducing 
to forming strong roots and 
more shoots, so yes, it rec-
ommended practice. 

I thought you might find 
this column, one of my very 
first, helpful. It contains lots 
of good tips for strawberry 
culture.

I have fond memories 
of strawberry picking. One 
of the first days of summer 
vacation was always spent at 
a local pick-your-own farm 
with my mom, filling boxes 
with luscious red berries.  

Like any kid I did my 
share of sampling out there 
in the rows, and my taste 
buds never forgot the intense 
sweetness found only in fresh 
picked fruit. Now that I have 
my own space to garden I am 
able to go strawberry picking 
in my backyard. 

With a lot of patience and 
a little labor, so can you!

My bareroot strawber-
ry plants arrived by mail in 
early spring. I had prepared 
the sunny space intended for 
them ahead of time, by eradi-
cating all weeds and tilling in 
two-inches of finished com-
post and some slow release 
organic fertilizer.  

Lime wasn’t necessary, as 
strawberries prefer a slightly 
acidic soil.  

The plants looked a bit 
limp from their trip so the 
roots were soaked in water 
for an hour to rehydrate them 
prior to planting.  I set the 
crown of the plant right at 
soil level with the roots 
spread over a small mound of 
soil in the hole.  

Keeping in mind that 
strawberries send out runners 
(daughter plants), I set my 

plants in a single row roughly 
two-feet apart with three feet 
between the rows. This wide 
spacing allowed for four 
daughters to be positioned 
four-five inches apart from 
mom and each other.  

Some gardeners prefer to 
pinch away all runners, and 
nourish only the original 
mother plant. Initial yields 
may be higher, but without 
replacement plants the patch 
will expire sooner.  

All blossoms, although 
it is tempting to leave them, 
must be removed the first 
season so that energy will 
be spent on building strong 
roots.

I set up a soaker hose 
among the plants to be 
sure that they would con-
tinue to grow with gusto 
during droughty spells. If 
you choose to do the same, 
be sure to position runners 
under the hose, otherwise 
removing it for winter stor-
age may be a difficult and 
tangled task.  

A mulch of chopped 
leaves conserves soil mois-
ture and prevents weeds from 
sprouting. Evergreen boughs 
laid over the row after the 
ground has frozen lessens 
temperature extremes, pre-
venting the plants from being 
heaved out of the ground 
during winter freeze/thaw 
cycles.    

Anticipation begins to 
build in the spring of the sec-
ond season. It is only a mat-
ter of time before the plants 
will be loaded with ripe ber-
ries.  

As new growth emerg-
es remove the protective 
boughs.  Pull stray weeds 
and reapply mulch. If frost 
threatens during blossoming 
cover the plants with spun 
poly floating row covers or 
old bed sheets.  

Keep up with watering. 
Lightweight netting works 
well to deter birds, while 

slugs can be captured 
in shallow containers 

filled with beer and buried at 
ground level.  Remove dead 
slugs and top off the beer 
nightly.

June-bearing strawber-
ries bear fruit for two-three 
weeks. Harvest when the ber-
ries are bright red; if fruit is 
picked unripe it may turn red, 
but flavor will be sacrificed.  

The season can be extend-
ed a bit by growing early, 
mid and late season variet-
ies, or by growing day-neu-
tral types which bear small-
er amounts of fruit over a 
longer period, from June-
October.  

Nourse Farms (nourse-
f a r m s . c o m )  o f  S o u t h 
Deerfield is an excellent 
local source for strawberry 
plants.  

After fruiting is complete 
mow down the plants with a 
push mower. I had to cross 
reference a few advice books 
before I had the courage to 
do this, but it surely did won-
ders to renovate the bed.  

Rake away the mowed 
leaves, thin runners that are 
too close, and remove the 
oldest plants. Top-dress with 
compost and a sprinkling of 
fertilizer before remulching.

Although labor intensive, 
strawberries are worth the 
work. Managing a straw-
berry patch in this manner 
will likely keep it productive 
for five years. Imagine, your 
own flavorful memories!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

Strawberry culture 101

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.,

Palmer, MA 01069
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I think we should have 

a Social Security baseline 
of $2,500 for each person. 

When I  ret ire,  my 
Social Security bene-
fit will not be enough to 
survive. There are many 
of us, who worked low 
paying jobs all our lives 
because we raised fam-
il ies and only start-
ed saving later in life. 
Considering all the money 
our government wastes on 
other countries and wel-
fare programs for people 
who have not worked, it 
seems unfair that they will 
not reward those of us 
who contributed to society 
all our lives. 

Signed: Needs More 
Social Security.

 
Dear Needs More: 

For information, the 
concept of a “minimum” 
Social Security benefit 
is not new and, indeed, 
already exists, but it is one 
which few beneficiaries 
qualify for. 

The so-called “special 
minimum benefit” was 
meant to lift low-earning 
workers above the poverty 
line, but less than 32,000 
SS beneficiaries (out of 
about 59 million retirees) 
currently qualify. 

That’s because Social 
Security’s benefit formu-
la turns out to be more 
generous because it is 
based on lifetime earnings 
(wages), while the “spe-
cial minimum benefit” 
program is based on con-
sumer prices. That caus-
es the SS benefit formu-
la to provide a nigher SS 
benefit than is provided 
by the “special minimum 
benefit” option. In other 
words, people get a higher 
benefit because their SS 
benefit is based upon their 
actual lifetime earnings 
vs. an artificially created 
special minimum benefit. 

In short, the existing 
SS benefit formula usual-
ly provides more than the 
established “special mini-
mum benefit.” 

The SS benefit pro-
gram is based on each 
person’s average monthly 
income over their lifetime. 

However, it is very 
important to understand 
that the program is also 
designed to provide a 
higher monthly benefit to 
those with a lower life-
time income. 

Thus, the percentage of 
“replacement income” for 
those with lower lifetime 
earnings is more than it is 
for those with higher life-
time earnings. 

Typically, a lower-life-
time income person will 
get about 40% of their 
average pre-retirement 
monthly income as their 
Social Security benefit, 
whereas a higher-income 
person will get about 20% 

or less of their pre-retire-
ment monthly average 
income. 

In this way, Social 
Security is already a “pro-
gressive” program. But 
it’s important to under-
stand also that Social 
Security, from its begin-
ning, was never meant to 
provide 100% of a per-
son’s income needs in 
retirement. 

Thus, each beneficiary 
should plan to supplement 
their retirement income in 
other ways such as retire-
ment savings, investment 
income, working longer, 
working part-time, etc.  

Having said that, it is 
also important to know 
that Social Security is a 
completely self-sustaining 
program and not depen-
dent on general public 
funding, which would 
make it more susceptible 
to political shenanigans 
(imagine giving re-elec-
tion seeking politicians 
easy access to Social 
Security’s separately held 
resources).

While it is certainly 
true that the government 
spends freely on “welfare 
programs” for those who 
have not worked, Social 
Security is not a pro-
gram, which is dependent 
on government largesse. 
Rather, it is a benefit 
which is earned by work-
ing and contributing to the 
program, which provides 
retirement benefits based 
upon each person’s aver-
age lifetime work income.

 If you expect finan-
cial difficulties when you 
retire, I encourage you to 
visit this website spon-
sored by the National 
Council on Aging (www.
benefi tscheckup.org) . 
Here you can enter your 
zip code and find many 
public programs which 
you might be eligible for 
where you live, including 
assistance with healthcare 
costs, housing, utilities, 
etc.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dat ion .org /programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.    

Why don’t we have a minimum 
Social Security benefit?

A reader emailed she 
saw an indigo bunting 
at her feeder.

The indigo bunting is 
sometimes called the “blue 
canary.”

However, the indigo bun-
ting like all blue colored 
birds, lack blue pigment. 
Their color comes instead 

from microscopic structures 
in the feathers that refract 
and reflect blue light, much 

like the airborne particles that 
cause the sky to look blue.

Bunting plumage contains 

the pigment melanin, whose 
dull brown-black hue is seen 
when holding a blue feather 
up so the light comes from 
behind it, instead of toward it.

The bunting is sparrow 
size and about 4.7–5.5 inches 
long. The adult male Indigo 
Bunting is dark blue in the 
spring and summer. Females 
are brown, usually with fine 
streaks on the chest and a 
blue tinge on the tail. A one-
year-old male in summer may 
be blue with a white belly. 

Males are often seen sing-
ing from a perch in a tall tree. 
For years, a male indigo bun-
ting sang from a dead limb on 
a tall tree. Rarely, I spotted 
the female usually in a brushy 

area.
They inhabit brushy pas-

tures and bushy wood edges. 
For nesting, the indigo bun-
ting favors roadsides, old 
fields growing up to bushes, 
edges of woodlands and other 
edge habitats such as along 
rights-of-way for power lines 
or railroads.

The male indigo bunting 
establishes territory in the 
spring and defends it with 
song. A male may have more 
than one mate at a time living 
on his territory. 

The nest site is usually one 
to three feet above ground, 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Indigo bunting

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 5
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Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

COMPUTER SECURITY
Need a secure password?

Been Phished? Fake emails?
Social Engineering - How to avoid!

What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m.  $20 

Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Starting April 8, tutors will be available 
from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

EARLY
DEADLINES
In observance of July 4th, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 2
– Thank you!

rarely up to 30 feet or more, 
in dense shrub or low trees. 

The female lays three to 
four white to bluish-white 
eggs with brown or purple 
spot. Females incubate the 
eggs and feed the young.

Males will  help feed 
young when they are nearly 
old enough to fly. Young usu-
ally leave nest 9-12 days after 
hatching. 

The male  somet imes 
takes over feeding of fledged 
young while the female 
beg ins  s econd  nes t i ng 
attempt as she has two broods 
per year.

Indigo buntings forage at 
all levels from the ground up 
into shrubs and trees. They 
take insects from leaves, 
seeds from the ground or 
stems and berries from 
shrubs. 

They eat mostly seeds 
and insects. In breeding sea-
son, the indigo bunting feeds 
mainly on insects and spiders 
and also some seeds and ber-
ries. 

Young in the nest are fed 
mostly insects at first. In win-

ter, they eat many seeds and 
also some insects.

Indigo buntings migrate 
at night, using the stars for 
guidance. 

The  o ldes t  r ecorded 
wild indigo bunting was a 
male and at least 13 years, 
3 months old when he was 
recaptured and rereleased 
during banding operations in 
Ohio in 2013.

Other birds
Besides seeing an indigo 

bunting, the reader also has 
several Baltimore orioles, 
rose breasted grosbeaks and 
goldfinches.

She stated, “Around the 
corner at the Brook Road 
pond in West Warren, there 
was a lone swan. There was a 
lone swan there for a couple 
years about six years ago and 
it made me wonder if it was 
the same one.”

Pileated woodpecker
I  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h -

er email on June 6 from a 
Belchertown resident.

She stated, “My husband 
and I witnessed a beautiful 
pileated woodpecker mating 
ritual in our backyard this 

morning.... They jumped 
around the tree on opposite 
sides going around several 
times before then jumping 
to other trees moving farther 
back into the woods during 
the process.” 

She stated, “After looking 
them up, I realized that I have 
heard their calls and rapid 
pecking sounds in my back-
yard for the past two years, 
but never saw them until 
now. What a joy to watch 
and video. They are beautiful 
birds.”

She also stated her home 
has semi dense woods imme-
diately behind that is a haven 
for several bird species, rob-
ins, yellow finch, bluebirds 
and blue jays. The property 
also borders some wetlands 
that attract a variety of spe-
cies from time to time, 
including hawks, owls and 
ducks. 

Mute swans
My brother, who lives in 

Sutton, has a pond border-
ing his property. For several 
years, a pair of mute swans 
have raised their family on 
the pond. They are back this 
year.

Bluebirds
I often see a pair of blue-

birds in my yard. After seeing 
them, I put out dried meal-
worms for them. I don’t feed 
the birds in summer because 
of the black bears. Hopefully, 
bears are not interested in 
a few mealworms and the 

birds will eat the mealworms 
before the bear.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 

448, Barre, MA 01005. The 
Palmer office has a new 
phone system and I will be 
getting an extension where 
messages may be left. I will 
publish the number as soon 
as it is set up.

BACKYARD from page 4

By Julie Midura 

When we stepped 
o n t o  t h e 

A p p a l a c h i a n 
Trail for a 26 day, 
310-mile back-
packing trip from 
Fo n t a n a  D a m , 
North Carolina 
t o  D a m a s c u s , 
Virginia, we had 
n o  i d e a  w h a t 
adventures-and 
misadventures-lay 
ahead. 

We  h a d  n o 
idea that on our 
very first night in 
the Great Smoky Mountains, 
we would come face to face 
with a large black bear, who 
would lunge forward, clamp 
his enormous jaws around 
another hiker’s backpack – 
which happened to be lying 
by my feet – and lumber off 
into the woods with it. 

We never imagined that 
the same fearless bear would 
return to the campsite a half 
a dozen times throughout the 
night while we were snug-
gled in our two-person sleep-
ing bag. Or that we would 
be standing outside of our 
tent at midnight blowing 
whistles as the bear slowly 
approached us –the beam of 
light from our headlamps 
igniting the bear’s eyes a 
golden yellow. 

Or that Tom would pick 
up a medium-sized boulder 
and lift it over his head in 
case the bear came any clos-
er. Or that other backpack-
ers who had been sleeping 
in the nearby shelter would 
race towards us with head-
lamps shining like spotlights 
through the shadowed forest, 
and one of them would dis-
pense bear spray directly into 
the bear’s face to finally ward 

it off for the last time. 
Or that, due to this close 

encounter, Smoky Mountain 
National Park officials would 
close the campsite to hikers 
the following day. 

This is the lon-
gest backpacking 
trip Tom and I have 
ever embarked on. 

In our attempt to 
hike all 2,200 miles 

of the Appalachian Trail, 
we know that we need 
to amp up the mileage 
with each trip we take. 
At 61 and 69 years old, 
we likely have limited 
time before our bodies 
protest against this type 
of strenuous activity.

But being out here 
is about so much more 
than making miles and 
achieving a goal. It’s 
about  rediscover ing 
who we are away from 

A 320-mile hike on 
the Appalachian Trail

the creature comforts we are 
accustomed to. 

Away from the chaos. 
Away from the responsibili-
ties. Away from the noise. 

As I write this, we are 
halfway through our trip. 
We’ve been out here on trail 
for 13 days, hiking between 
nine and 11 hours each day. 

We have been awed by the 
power of nature in the after-
math of Hurricane Helene. 
Been pelted by torrential 
rain while thunder rumbled 
overhead and have melted in 
90-degree heat under a blaz-
ing sun. 

We have stood on the 
highest mountain on the 
entire Appalachian Trail, 
the 6,640-foot summit of 
Kuwohi, formerly known as 
Clingmans’s Dome. Played 
“who’s going to blink first” 
with a five-foot long snake. 

We’ve stood atop moun-
tains looking at views that 
have taken our breath away, 
and we’ve sat side-by-side on 
the ground in the middle of 
the forest, our legs stretched 
out on the dirt and our heads 
leaning back against our 
backpacks, simply watching 
the clouds dance across the 
sky.

Tonight, we have pitched 
our tent on a bed of pine 
needles under a tree, not far 
from the summit of Big Bald. 
We are surrounded by twist-
ed, gnarled trees and rocks 
the size of mobile homes. 

It feels as though we are 
in a cloak and dagger mys-
tery novel. 

After eating our freeze-
dried dinner of beef and 
pasta, we walked 150 feet up 
the trail to a small viewpoint, 
where we sat down on a large 
flat rock for almost an hour 
while waiting for the sun to 
meet the horizon.

We talked about every-
t h i n g .  A n d  n o t h i n g . 
Important things and nonsen-
sical things. 

We relived our days out 
here so far. Reminisced about 
past adventures and future 

Submitted Photos

Please see HIKE, page 12
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warren

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Planning 
Board continued the pub-
lic hearing on the site plan 
approval application of 
Paquette Bros. Contracting. 

During their meeting on 
June 15, the board met with 
Justin Paquette of Paquette 
Bros. Contracting who pro-
vided some updates from 
the previous meeting. The 
applicant is requesting site 
plan approval to allow con-
struction of six two-family 
dwellings served by a single 
driveway at Cemetery Road. 

One  of  the  changes 
Paquette Bros. made was 
adding three-foot  wide 
sidewalks to the plans. The 
Planning Board conducted a 
site visit prior to this meet-
ing. 

Paquette showed in the 
plans where the dumpster 
would be located and he said 
he is planning on installing a 
white vinyl fence around it. 
The Planning Board mem-
bers wanted to make sure 
there was plenty of space for 
cars. 

Paquette also provided 
drawings of what the com-
plexes would look like. The 
drawings included back-
yards, dividing fences and 
dimensions of rooms. 

Paquette said the base-
ments will be used for heat-
ing and cooling systems, as 
well as for mechanical uses. 
As of now, everything in the 
drawings is preliminary. 

Planning Board Chair 
Derick Veliz described the 
area as looking like a little 
village and thinks the proj-
ect will look nice when it is 
complete. 

“It’s in the center of town, 
but is hidden,” Veliz said. 

The Sewer Commission 
Chair Travis Baker came 
in and had some questions 
about the sewer for this prop-
erty off Cemetery Road. 

According to the appli-
cant, the sewer connec-
tion is coming off the main 
lines through the yard. The 
responsibility for the main 
would be on the condo asso-
ciation. 

T h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s 
also speaking with the 
Conservation Commission. 
The board will see if they 
could hold a joint meet-
ing with the Conservation 
Commission to try and get 
this project moving forward. 

“This is an important proj-
ect for Warren,” Veliz said. 

The public hearing was 
continued to July 20. 

Hearing for Verizon 
New England

The Planning  Board 
held a public hearing on 
the special permit and site 
plan approval applications 
by Verizon New England 
to allow replacement of an 
existing standby generator at 
21 Quaboag St. 

Representing Verizon 
New England Inc.,  Dan 
Moody of WB Engineering 
shared pictures and plans 
for the project off Quaboag 
Street. Moody said the exist-
ing generator is not running 
at full power and noise is 
minimized. 

The  P lanning  Board 
approved the special permit 
and site plan approval.

New business
Planning Board Vice-

Chair Richard Eichacker 
brought up two subjects 
during the discussion of new 
business. The first was the 
cell tower on Southbridge 
Road. 

According to Eichacker, it 
is in need of a new generator. 

T h e  B u i l d i n g 
Commissioner contacted 
Eichacker and the he want-
ed to know if a special per-
mit was needed or not. The 
board members also wanted 
to check the noise level of 
the generator. 

The next subject involved 
Copart of Connecticut, Inc. 
and their special permit for 
work being done at 600 Old 
West Warren Road. Their 
special permit is set to expire 
on June 21. 

The Planning Board want-
ed to know if the Building 
Commissioner should send a 
letter to them or if it should 
it be sent by the Planning 
Board. 

Eichacker said he believes 
that no substantial work has 
been done in the last couple 
of years under the special 
permit. The applicant could 
file a formal request for an 
extension. 

Another important com-
ponent is this sort of proj-
ect is it involves a pre-con-
struction meeting and a peer 
review. 

Veliz said he thought 
it was best for the board to 
send a letter to Copart and 
“let them know it’s going to 
expire.” The Planning Board 
agreed to send a letter to 
Copart of Connecticut, Inc. 
to notify them that the spe-
cial permit will expire soon.  

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – STEAM 
Nigh t  was  ce l eb ra t ed 
a t  Warren  Communi ty 
Elementary School. 

Students, kindergarten 
through sixth grade, arrived 
at their school with family 
and friends in attendance to 
witness the talented work 
they put in throughout the 
school year. 

The tradition of STEAM 
Night started at Warren 
Community Elementary 
School about four years ago. 
STEAM encourages stu-
dents to approach complex, 
real-world problems through 
questioning, collaboration 
and creativity. 

S T E A M  s t a n d s  f o r 
S c i e n c e ,  Te c h n o l o g y, 
Engineer ing,  Arts  and 
Mathematics. School art 
teacher Kelly Mundell says 
STEAM Night is a “combi-
nation of what all the kids 
have done in art and music 
throughout the school year.” 

This popular night of the 
school year celebrates the 
students’ creative accom-
plishments. As the art teach-
er, Mundell has seen her stu-
dents in all grade levels try-
ing out various art mediums 

such as ceramics, two-di-
mensional art, oil pastels 
and much more. 

For music, every class 
was performing during 
STEAM Night and was 
taught by music teacher 
Ian Wykes. Band and cho-
rus performances were held 
inside the school gym on 
stage. 

STEAM Night is a highly 
attended night to celebrate 
the students as they get to 
celebrate with their family 
and friends. During STEAM 

Night,  there was some 
added fun to the celebration, 
a scavenger hunt. 

Students have a chance 
to win two prizes, one for 
getting signatures from 
STEAM, and a second prize 
for completing the scav-
enger hunt. Sheets for the 
scavenger hunt were being 
handed out by Dean of 
Students, Brian Guimond. 

The entire school build-
ing was busy with some of 
the classrooms hosting the 
scavenger hunt obstacles. 

One of the obstacles was 
Keva Planks. Kids explored 
Keva activity cards and tried 
to use the planks to build a 
ball run. 

Another unique activity 
was building a boat out of 
aluminum foil and seeing 
how long they could stay 
afloat with the added wait of 
gems. In kindergarten class-
rooms, the teachers were 
explaining the art of static 
electricity butterflies. 

PB continues site 
plan hearing

Student art and music celebrated at

SSTTEEAAMM
NightNight

Second grader Blake posed with the Bob Ross back-
drop in the art room during STEAM Night at Warren 
Community Elementary School.

Principal Carol Forward 
welcomed parents  to 
STEAM Night. 

Third grader Kayleigh tested out how many gems can 
fit on her aluminum boat. 

Kindergarten teachers Heather Gaudreau, left, and Karen 
Bys tried to make static electricity with a balloon and a tis-
sue papered butterfly. 

Warren Community Elementary School Dean of Students 
Brian Guimond handed over a pen he made during STEAM 
Night.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Students participated in a scav-
enger hunt during STEAM Night. 
One of the tasks was participat-
ing in an egg zipline challenge. 

Students took portraits of teachers and incorporated them into art 
portraits based on hobbies and personalities. 

Ceramic 
cupcakes 
were 
made by 
grade 
five. 

WCES Music Teacher Ian Wykes talked about 
the performances students will be doing on 
the school stage. 

Please see STEAM, page 12

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West  Brookfield 
Elementary School PTO is 
hosting a summer 5K and 
family festival on Saturday, 
June 20. 

The event will include a 
5K, a fun run for kids, fami-
ly games and activities, food 
trucks, vendors and more. 

The PTO is looking for 
sponsors to help make this 
event memorable for every-
one. In return, sponso’s logos 

will be placed on runner’s 
T-shirts. 

Sponsorship tiers incude 
bronze $100, silver $200, 
gold $300, diamond $1,000. 
If you are interested in being 
a sponsor or a runner please 
email  wbrookfieldpto@
gmail.com 

Proceeds of the 5k event 
go to the nonprofit WBES 
PTO to fund a variety of stu-
dent events throughout the 
year.

PTO hosts summer 5K and 
family festival on June 20

WARE – Ware Public 
Schools is committed to 
providing our students nutri-
tious food.

Free meals for youth ages 
18 and under will be offered 
Monday through Friday, 
July 1-31 at Stanley M. 
Koziol Elementary School 
for congregate eating and at 
the Municipal Parking Lot 
on Pleasant Street for to-go.

Breakfast will be served 
from 8-9 a.m. and lunch 
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

at SMK. Lunch will be dis-
tributed from the Pleasant 
Street parking lot from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

No meals will be served 
on July 3. Dates and times 
are subject  to change. 
No registration or ID is 
required.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
contact the Food Service 
Department at 413-967-
5977. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

WPS offers Summer Food Program
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INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

www.penningtonpaintingco.net • 413-813-7328
Dustin Pennington

We are 
ready 
for your 
home and 
commercial 
interior needs
from touch 
ups to 
full painting 
renovations!

Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner Dustin Pennington, Owner, Micah Hinckley, Co-Owner 
in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.in front of their latest painting project at Workshop 13 in Ware.

Start your exterior projects today!

JOB ALERT
NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists
• Must be dependable, 
professional and able to 
meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat 
rate by story and photo

Send writing samples 
with resume to:

PAULA OUIMETTE
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to 
pouimette@turley.com

• Produce news and/or feature 
stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.

www.turley.com

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Community clean up day held at Comins Pond
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – This annual 
community clean up event 
at Comins Pond hosted by 
the Warren Parks Department 
and was successfully com-
pleted thanks to volunteer-
ism. 

Jessie Sweeney is one of 
the Park Commissioners and 
was joined by several life-
guards and volunteers who 
started raking out the public 
swimming area. This pond 
clean up weekend has been 
going on for many years and 
helps keep Comins Pond 
more beautiful than ever. 

Once the clean up is com-
plete, the Parks crew will put 
out the buoys for the des-
ignated swimming area in 
preparation for swimming les-
sons.

The fi rs t  thing is  to 
clean out any build up that 
has happened over the win-
ter. This build up consists of 
seaweed, dead leaves, over-
grown plants, branches and 
other debris that develops in 
the pond during the winter 
months. 

Sweeney said there will 
be new additions added to the 
beach of Comins Pond. There 
will be elephant and gorilla 
seats added to the beach, a 
fun feature kids will enjoy 
when they go to the pond. 

On the first day of clean-
ing up the pond, eight people 
signed up to volunteer and 
helped clean the beach and 
the swimming area of Comins 
Pond. Some of the lifeguards, 
who will be on lifeguard duty 
at Comins Pond this sum-
mer, brought their rakes and 
helped out as well. 

Jim McKeon stopped by 
to help pick up the debris that 
was raked up and put in a pile 
on the beach. 

A community clean up day took place this past 
weekend at Comins Pond in Warren. Lifeguards 
and volunteers came prepared to clean the swim-
ming area of Comins Pond. 

A bench at 
Comins Pond 
dedicated to 
the memory 
of Garret T. 
Laliberte.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Volunteers worked to prepare Comins Pond for the summer season. 

The  Massachuse t t s 
C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d 
Corpora t ion ,  i n  con-
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation, will be 
embarking on a project to 
rehabilitate its main rail 
track, scheduled to begin 
on Monday, June 22.

This project has an esti-
mated time for completion 
to be somewhere toward 
the fall of this year.

The daily train sched-
ule will operate Monday 
through Friday starting at 
7 p.m. (up to a possible 
12-hour period) to service 
rail customers from Palmer 
to South Barre to then 
return to Palmer. 

The train schedule will 
resume back to daytime 
service beginning at 7 a.m. 
(up to a possible 12-hour 
period) by the end of 
August.

WARE – The Ware 
Lions presents Concerts 
in the Park on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. in 
Grenville Park, 73 Church 
St.

Admission to concerts 
is free and concerts are 
weather dependent. 

Concert dates include 
June 25, The Project; July 
2, The 60’s Experience; 
July 9, Wicked Biscuit; 

July 16, Bigelow; July 
23, The Bridge; July 30, 
Charlie Lask and Forever 
Diamond with special guest 
Jimmy Mazz and Aug. 6, 
Woodshed.

During each concert, 
the Ware Lions will have 
a concession stand selling 
hot dogs, chips, popcorn 
and beverages. Raffle tick-
ets for prizes will also be 
available.

Lions Club hosts 
Concerts in the Park

Rail track rehabilitation 
project starts June 22

WARE – The Town 
Wide Tag Sale to benefit 
the Ware Center Meeting 
House will be held on 
Saturday, June 20 and 
Sunday, June 21 from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m., either or both 
days.

H o s t e d  b y  t h e 
Proprietors of the Ware 
Center Meeting House Inc., 

a nonprofit that owns the 
Meeting House and runs 
the tag sale as a benefit for 
the Meeting House resto-
ration.

The tag sale will be held 
rain or shine. Maps will 
be available at the Ware 
Center Meeting House, 295 
Belchertown Road.

Town Wide Tag Sale 
to be held June 20-21
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ............
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 6/18-6/24/26

$222

lb

USDA INSP. 
FATHER’S DAY CHOP
CHULETA PORK KAN KAN ..

USDA INSP. FROZEN

VARIETY PACK
CUT UP CHICKENS 15 LB BOX .....
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ 
or REGULAR 14 OZ ...................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

SUPER SIZE 
APPLE PIE 
LATTICE TOP 5 LB ..........................

$1399
ea

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ..............

$299
lb

ea
$379

$144
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

JONAH CRAB
FULLY COOKED ..........................$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$888
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB .........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

lb
$369

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
TOMAHAWK STEAKS

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS ...........

$335
lb

$399

lb

lb

$977
lb

$1499
lb

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

USDA INSP. DEUTSCHMACHER

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ..........

$1199
ea

$999
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

   

GREAT ON THE GRILL

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Three Great Norwegian 
Cruise Experiences

Experience MORE Experience MORE 
with Norwegianwith Norwegian

Aug. 23-29, 2027 
7-Night Halifax & 

Bermuda from $1799

BOOK EARLY 
FOR BEST 
CABINS 

Aug. 29-Sept. 5, 2027 
7-Night Canada & 

NNew England from $1699

March 1-13, 2027 12-Night Eastern Caribbean ..... from$2499
May 23-30, 2027   7-Night Halifax & Bermuda ......from $1799

BOOK THESE TWO BACK-TO-BACK

The Highway Department 
brought a couple trucks for 
kids to explore. Highway 
Surveyor Jeremy Olson had 
the Western Star truck and a 
miniature loader at the park. 

This was the fourth year 
Dean Park has hosted a Touch 
a Truck event and is always 
enjoyed by both patrons and 
by the departments who pro-
vide the vehicles. 

The oldest vehicle on dis-
play during the Touch a Truck 
was a 1929 Ford Model A. 
This vintage, 97-year-old 
vehicle is owned by Daniel 
Snow of West Warren. Snow 
has owned this classic car for 
12 years and has done some 
restoration work to keep it 
operating. 

Snow said he still drives 
the vehicle all the time. 

The Ford Model A still has 
its original interior. The seats 
are made of mole hair, and 
the door panels are made of 
beaver skin. 

Snow brings the Ford 
Model A to car shows and 
Touch a Truck events in the 
area. 

The Fire  Department 
brought several vehicles to 
the Touch a Truck and even 
had a fun firefighting game 
for the junior firefighters. 
There was a house prop with 
fire targets attached to the 

doors and windows. Kids 
learned how to use the water 
hose and see if they can take 
out the fire spots on the 
prop house. 

F i r e  C h i e f 
Adam Lavoie 
said the kids’ 
favor i te  f i re 
t r u c k  i s 
Engine  4 , 
t he  b rush 
truck, which 
holds around 
300 gallons of 
water. 

T h e  P o l i c e 
Department had a cruiser 
parked on the field of Dean 
Park. Officer Rene Cote was 
showing the police cruiser 
and had dozens of kids sitting 
in the front seat and learned 
about the different controls. 
The siren was used quite a 
bit during the Touch a Truck 
event. 

Over by the pavilion, 
many guests brought their 
picnic blankets and lawn 
chairs to listen to guitar play-
er and singer Dusty Briggs. 
Refreshments were available 
for purchase during the con-
cert and Touch a Truck. 

Cornwell Quality Tools 
had one of their trucks parked 
at Dean Park with a walk-
in trailer. Dan Santiago of 
Cornwell Quality Tools calls 
it the “retail store on wheels”, 
as many tools were stocked 
on shelves and even strapped 
on the ceiling of the trailer. 

“It is an ice cream truck 
for mechanics,” Santiago 
said. 

Cornwell Quality Tools is 
planning on adding kid work-

stations next year. Cornwell 
Quality Tools has been in 
business for over 100 years. 

The Parks Department 
will be hosting its annual 
fireworks show on Friday, 
June 19 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School. There will be 
food trucks, face painting, a 
bounce house, live music and 
much more. 

Friday,  June 26 wil l 

be Bounce House Night at 
Dean Park, starting at 6 p.m. 
during Concerts at the Park. 
Guests can purchase a wrist 
band to bounce unlimited in 
the bounce houses during the 
entire concert. 

More information can be 
found on the Warren Parks 
Department Facebook page, 
and at  www.warren-ma.
gov/251/Parks-Recreation-
Commission. 

TOUCH-A-TRUCK
 from page 1

Touch-a-Truck and concert

Hampshire Towing of South Hadley arrived at Dean Park. 

ABOVE: Guests checking the “retail store on wheels” of Cornwell Quality 
Tools.  AT LEFT:The side view of the Cornwell Quality Tools truck, a business 
that has been operating since 1919. 

The front of a 1929 Ford 
Model A, the oldest vehicle 

shown in this year’s Touch a 
Truck event at Dean Park. 

Fountain & Sons Construction Co, Inc. of Warren arrived 
with their truck during the Touch a Truck at Dean Park.

The Highway Department’s truck was checked out by doz-
ens of kids. 

The Engine 4 Bellmen of 
Monson could be seen at 
Dean Park. A vintage fire 
department vehicle. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The interior of a 1929 Ford Model A, owned by Daniel 
Snow of West Warren. 
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Before the 
start of the high school base-
ball season, the Palmer Parks 
Department installed a porta-
ble outfield fence at historic 
Legion Field.

While the new fence is a 
nice addition to the field, it 
didn’t help the Monson Post 
241 Legion team very much 
in their season opening 4-3 
extra inning loss to Westfield 
Post 124, last Wednesday 
night.  

After  Westfie ld  Post 
124 took the lead with an 
unearned run in the top of the 
eighth inning, Monson load-
ed the bases with two outs in 
the bottom half of the frame. 

Their rally began with 
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka 
drawing a walk against 
righthanded relief pitcher 
Jakob Elmer. Then first base-
man Liam McGrath blasted 
a shot to deep left field. In 
previous years, it most likely 
would’ve been an inside the 
park home run and Monson 
would’ve celebrated a walk 
off victory. However, the ball 
bounced over the new fence 
for a ground rule double. 

“If the fence wasn’t there, 
Liam’s hit would’ve tied 
the score and we probably 
win the game,” said Monson 

manager Steve Tripp. “This 
is the first year that they put 
up the outfield fence during 
the high school baseball 
season. I asked Jeff Pardo, 
who’s the new Director of 
the Parks Department, if they 

would keep the fence up for 
the Legion season. It wound 
up costing us in tonight’s 

game.”  
With run-

ners on sec-
ond and third 

base, Westfield 
manager Don Irzyk, who’s 
the former Athletic Director, 

and varsity baseball coach at 
Pathfinder Tech, elected to 
intentionally walk shortstop 
Matt Santos, which loaded 
the bases. The move worked 
out in Westfield’s favor as 
Elmer retired the next bat-
ter on a pop-up which was 
caught by the second base-

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Teddy Bear Pools and Spas 
wasted no time last Monday 
evening at South Hadley 
High School, sending eight 
men to the plate in the bot-
tom of the first and not look-
ing back en route to a 15–0 
blanking of PeoplesBank. 
The margin was never in 
question.

The first inning estab-
lished the tone with swift 
and relentless efficiency. 
Bailey Griggs drew a walk 
that scored a run, Xavion 
Maldonado doubled  to 
bring home two more, a 
PeoplesBank error allowed 
another pair to score, Sean 
Rosemond drew a walk 
to push across yet another, 
and Alex Gochinski ground-
ed out with enough to score 
one more. Six runs — before 
PeoplesBank could exhale.

Post 241 edged in extras

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
ABOVE: Cam MacDonald makes a strong throw ABOVE: Cam MacDonald makes a strong throw 
to first.to first.
CENTER: Mason Barcomb sends a throw to first CENTER: Mason Barcomb sends a throw to first 
for Teddy Bear Pools.for Teddy Bear Pools.
LEFT: Bailey Griggs slings a throw to first base LEFT: Bailey Griggs slings a throw to first base 
for an out.for an out.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 
the boys’ basketball players 
at Quabbin Regional would 
spend the offseason playing 
for different AAU organiza-
tions and attending summer 
basketball camps throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 

During the past several 
years, the Barre Recreation 
Department has sponsored a 
clinic for the Panthers bas-
ketball players, which is 

held throughout the year 
at the Quabbin Regional 
Gymnasium.  

“We’ll  be conducting 
twelve clinics this year, which 
are sponsored by the Barre 
Recreation Department,” said 
longtime Quabbin boys’ var-
sity basketball coach Dennis 
Dextradeur. “The clinics are 
more important to us than 
having the players attend 
summer camps. Our players 
really didn’t improve their 
skills very much at the camps. 
This clinic is also less expen-
sive than AAU programs. 

This model has worked very 
well for us.”

Dextradeur is also a mem-
ber of the Barre Recreation 
Committee.

A player only has to pay 
five dollars to attend each 
clinic.

“The financial aspect of 
attending the clinic is much 
better for the parents. They’re 
paying less than one hundred 
dollars for their sons to attend 
all twelve clinics.” Dextradeur 
added. “Most AAU programs 
cost more than $700.”

The four clinicians at 

the Quabbin clinic are Gene 
Rich, Bob Catalini, John 
Leonard, and Chris Kirkland.

Rich, who graduated from 
Quabbin Regional in 1995, 
was the starting point guard 
for the boys’ basketball team. 
His senior season was a very 
memorable winter, as the 
Panthers captured the Central 
Mass. Division 2 title for 
the first time in school his-
tory. They also finished in 
first place in the Mid-Wach 
League standings.

Rich is currently the boys’ 
varsity basketball coach at 

Ware High School and will 
be inducted into the Quabbin 
Athletic Hall of Fame on 
November 8.

“Gene was an outstand-
ing three-sport athlete in high 
school,” Dextradeur said. “I 
think his best sport was bas-
ketball and he helped us win a 
championship title as a senior. 
He really enjoys teaching the 
game of basketball and he has 
a lot to offer. He has had a 
great coaching career at Ware 
High School.”

The Quabbin and Ware 
boys’ basketball teams are 

scheduled to renew acquain-
tances on the hardwood for 
the first time in many years 
during the 2026-27 regular 
season.

Quabbin Athletic Director 
Mark Millville and Ware A.D. 
Thomas Shamgochian, who’s 
another Quabbin graduate, are 
in the process of ironing out 
the game details. 

Rich, who has won more 
than 100 career games at the 
varsity level, conducted his 
first clinic, which are normal-

Quabbin hosts basketball clinic, sponsored by Barre Recreation Dept.

Teddy Bears Pools Teddy Bears Pools 
scores rare win over scores rare win over 
defending champsdefending champs

Kyle Kaczuwka frames up a pitch.

Grayson Griswold slides into second.

Brayden Mega 
sends a pitch 
home.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Sebastian 
Mayberry 

catches 
the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

MUTINY DEFEATS MAINE FOOTY
Milla Lee starts up the field to defeat the Maine Footy.

See more  
story & more 

photos on 
page 10.

Please see LEGION, page 10

Please see CLINIC, page 10

Please see TRI-COUNTY, 
page 11
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LUDLOW – Last Sunday after-
noon, June 7, Maine Footy made 
their annual visit to Luistano 
Stadium. The New England Mutiny 
continued their success against the 
Footy, defeating Maine 4-0. The 
UWS win was followed by a win 
at the Worcester Wanderers 3-0. 
The Mutiny did suffer a USL-W 
loss against Hudson Valley 2-1 
last Tuesday. The Mutiny will face 
Hudson Valley against on Saturday, 
June 20 at Luistano Stadium. 

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Valentina Molinari looks to get around an opposing player.

Gabby 
Williams 

goes after 
a loose 

ball.

Darcy Dwyer winds up for a long kick. Eva Blatz sends a free kick away. Sophia Scyocurka tries to overcome an 
opponent.

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox (6-1-1) took down 
the Danbury Westerners 
(3-5) by a score of 4-2 June 
13, driven heavily by strong 
pitching performances from 
RHP Jackson Hinchliffe 
(Richmond)  and  RHP 
Jake LeFrancois (UMass 
Lowell).

It was the second night 
in a row where the Blue 
Sox’s starter pitched at least 
five complete innings and 
was relieved by one pitcher 
who finished the rest of the 
game. 

The ability of Valley’s 
starters to consistently 
work efficiently through the 
fifth inning as well as head 
coach John Raiola’s will-
ingness to keep his starters 
in the game seemingly have 
a correlation to the team’s 
early success. Opponents in 
2026 have not left a start-
ing pitcher in more than 3.2 
innings against the Blue 
Sox. Valley has done so in 
all but one game this sea-
son.

“It’s all them and their 
ability to throw strikes and 
to get off the field,” Raiola 
said. “We talk a lot about 
trying to get length in five 
or six innings, whatever 
it is. But the reality is, it’s 
pitch count more than any-
thing. And if we have quick, 
efficient innings, then they 
can keep going.”

Hinchliffe did exact-
ly that on Saturday night. 
His final line from June 13 
was six innings pitched, 
four hits, zero earned runs, 
three strikeouts, and zero 
walks, all on 70 pitches. 
LeFrancois, who earned the 
nine out save, pitched three 
innings, allowing one hit, 
one earned run, striking out 
two and walking none.

“100 percent,” Hinchliffe 
said when asked if his per-

formance showcased the 
kind of pitcher he’s built 
himself to be. “With the 
two-seam sinker thing, just 
getting weak contact early 
in counts allows you to get 
deep in games, save the 
bullpen and let the defense 
work.”

As of the morning of 
June 14, Hinchliffe and 
RHP Dylan Reid (Brown) 
lead the NECBL in innings 
pitched, each with 11.0. 

Hinchliffe’s second start 
was a nice recovery after 
his first start of the sea-
son where he lasted five 
innings, but allowed five 
earned runs and five hits. 
For LeFrancois, it was his 
fourth appearance of the 
season and his second in 
three days. 

With the Blue Sox still 
waiting on select arms 
to join the team for the 
summer, the bullpen has 
stepped up in a major fash-
ion with relievers record-
ing longer outings in order 
to preserve other pitcher’s 
arms.

“When you play every 
single day you can’t just 
go 1-1-1 and not have guys 
available,” Raiola said. 
“You need some length at 
times and you have in this 
case, [LeFrancois] down 
for a couple days. We have 
the off day on Tuesday, 
and we’ll get him back on 
Wednesday. And so, it sets 
us up nicely for Sunday and 
Monday.”

With the Blue Sox off to 
one of the hottest starts in 
the NECBL, the team men-
tality will not change.

“We talk about it all the 
time, it is: short memory, 
show up, continue to get 
better every single day,” 
Raiola said. “Let the pro-
cess dictate what the results 
are going to be.”

Blue Sox out to great 
start this summer

man ending the ballgame.   
Monson, who had won 

their previous two season 
openers, finished the 2025 
regular season with a 7-6 
record and went 1-2 in the 
state playoffs. There are nine 
returning players this season.

“We do have a lot of 
returning players, but we’re a 
young team,” Tripp said. “We 
have a couple of eighth grad-
ers and a freshman on our 
roster. We’ll be losing only 
four players due to their age.”  

McGrath, who’s wrap-
ping up his junior year, is the 
only member of the Quaboag 
Regional  baseball  team 
listed on Monson’s roster. 
Besides being a first base-
man, McGrath was the ace 
of the Cougars pitching staff 
this past spring.

Kaczuwka, who graduat-
ed from Ware High School a 
couple of weeks ago, is the 
only member of the Indians 
baseball team playing for the 
Legion team this summer.

B o t h  M c G r a t h  a n d 
Kaczuwka are returning 
Legion players.

Most  of  the Monson 
Legion players either attend 
Palmer High School or 
Pathfinder Tech. 

One of the players from 
Palmer High is Theo Haley, 
who suffered a season ending 
injury at a preseason practice.

Monson’s starting pitch-
er in the season open-

er versus Westfield (1-1) 
was righthander Brayden 
Mega, who graduated from 
Pathfinder Tech a year ago.  
He was a member of the 
Monroe University baseball 
team this past spring.

Mega pitched the first five 
innings allowing three runs 
(two earned) on five base 
hits. He walked four and 
recorded seven strikeouts.

“Mega had around a 
1.28ERA for us last year,” 
Tripp said. “He only allowed 
three runs, and I thought he 
pitched well in his first start 
of the season.”

Two of Mega’s walks 
came in the first inning, but 
he ended that frame with a 
pair of strikeouts.  

The righthander, who 
made a throwing error in the 
first inning, wasn’t as fortu-
nate in the following inning.

Westfield took a 1-0 
lead when leftfielder Jacob 
Maynard smacked an RBI 
single into right field. Second 
baseman Camden Witczak 
(2-for-4) knocked home two 
more runs with a flyball dou-
ble to left field.

The visiting team man-
aged to put the leadoff hitter 
on base in seven of the eight 
innings. They left a total of 
13 runners on base, including 
the bases loaded twice.

“We issued too many 
walks and made a couple of 
errors,” Tripp said. “We were 
on the edge of being blown 
out in tonight’s game. We did 

get out of a couple of jams, 
which is good to see.”

C e n t e r f i e l d e r  D y l a n 
Holbrook and right field-
er Emerson Boronski both 
made outstanding diving 
catches for the home team.

Mega got himself out 
of one of those bases load-
ed jams in the fifth inning, 

which kept the score 3-0.
Monson tied the score 

against righty starting pitch-
er Donovan Cummings with 
one out in the bottom of the 
fifth.

Boronski walked on a 
3-and-2 pitch before scoring 
on a wild pitch.

Mega was hit-by-a-pitch 
and he also crossed the plate 
following a wild pitch. After 
the next hitter struck out, 
third baseman Sebastian 
Mayberry belted a double 
to left field, which scored 
the game tying run.

“ T h e  d o u b l e  b y 
Mayberry got us back into 
the game,” Tripp said. “It 
was a big hit.”

At that  point ,  Elmer 
replaced Cummings on the 
mound.  

Cummings retired the first 
ten batters that he faced.

Mayberry, who’s a righty, 
relieved Mega at the start of 
the sixth inning. He allowed 
two base runners in both the 
sixth and seventh innings. 
None of the runners scored, 
which sent the contest into 
extra innings.

An RBI single by center-
fielder Jacob Barnes gave 
Westfield a 4-3 lead with one 
out in the eighth inning.

Monson couldn’t tie or 
win the game in their final 
at-bats of the game

LEGION from page 9

Liam McGrath is safe on a pickoff throw.

Mathew 
Santos goes 
high to make 
a catch.

ly two hours long, in the 
middle of May.

Each of the clinicians 
usually conducts three clin-
ics.

Catalini, who’s a former 
boys’ varsity basketball 
coach at Groton-Dunstable, 
conducted a clinic at the 
Q u a b b i n  g y m n a s i u m 
during the second week of 
June.

“I don’t know if any 
other high school in the 
area holds basketball clin-
ics, which is unique.” 
Dextradeur said. “All of the 
kids enjoy coming here and 
they get one on one coach-
ing from our clinicians. 
They just want to become 
better ballplayers, and this 
is the best environment for 
them to learn.”

The seven Panthers 
players, who attended the 
June clinic, are seventh 
grader Bryce Pariseau, 
seventh grader John Cook, 
freshman Isaac Patchen, 
freshman Jack Leclair, 
sophomore Brady Patchen, 
sophomore Collin Leclair, 
and sophomore Aiden 
Crane. 

“This clinic helps us 
prepare for the basket-
ball season,” said Crane, 
who was a member of the 
Panthers varsity squad this 
past season. “It’s a lot of 
hard work, but it’s also a 
lot of fun playing basket-
ball with my teammates. 
We mainly did a lot of 
shooting and ballhandling 
drills at tonight’s clinic. I 
also came to the clinic in 
May that coach Rich con-
ducted. We worked on 
our passing skills on that 
night.”

Hopefully all the hard 
work that the Panthers bas-
ketball players are doing 
during the offseason will 
pay off for them during the 
2026-27 regular season.

CLINIC from page 9

WINCHESTER, N.H. 
- Modified superstar Brian 
Robie added to his legacy at 
the great race place Saturday, 
topping the $5,000-to-win 
Open Modified Winchester 
1 0 1  a t  M o n a d n o c k 
Speedway.

The reigning and multi-

time speedway 604 Modified 
champion set fast time in 
qualifying and then outran 
a stout 18-car field to earn 
the big payday at his home 
track, the site of scores of 
feature victories by the 
Sunapee speedster over the 
last decade.

In other events Saturday 
on the high banks, Hillary 
Renaud survived a wild one 
to notch her first Limited 
Late Model victory of the 
season, Eric Pomasko ended 
a long drought by topping 
the Mini Stocks, and Young 
Guns sensation Dylan Stati 

won for the sixth week in a 
row.

The start of Saturday’s 
main event was postponed 
earlier for one hour, ten min-
ute rain delay but when the 
night’s top show went green, 
nobody was more ready 
than Kimball, except maybe 

Robie, who started back in 
row four.

In  qua l i fy ing  Robie 
set fast time with a lap of 
11.713 around the high 
banked quarter-mile. He, 
Meservey, and Joey Jarvis 

Obie wins rain shortened $5k Winchester 101 Modified

Please see OBIE, page 13
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs
LOGGING

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop

TREE SERVICE HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

SWIMMING POOLS

108 Main St. (Rt. 32), South Barre
508-882-3913 • 978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

HOME • YARD • GARDEN

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

SPRINGFIELD  –  St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong  announced 
today  tha t  t he  t e am 
has signed Steve Ott to 
a two-year contract 
ex t e n s i o n 
a s  h e a d 
c o a c h  o f 
t h e  B l u e s ’ 
AHL affiliate, 
the Springfield 
Thunderbirds. 

Ott, 43, took 
over as Springfield’s head 
coach on January 19, 
2026.  In the club’s final 
34 regular-season games, 
he led the team to an 
18-14-2 record, clinching 
a berth as the sixth seed 
in the Atlantic Division 
for the 2026 Calder Cup 
Playoffs.  Ott then guided 
the Thunderbirds to the 
Division Finals following a 
first-round series win over 
the third-seeded Charlotte 
Checkers and a historic 
victory over the Macgregor 
Kilpatrick Trophy-winning 
Providence Bruins (the reg-
ular-season champions) in 
the Division Semifinals. 
Springfield’s win over 
Providence marked the sin-
gle biggest upset in AHL 
history, as the two teams 
were separated by 38 points 

in the regular season.
Ott originally joined 

the Blues’ coaching staff 
on May 25, 2017, spending 
seven seasons as an assis-

tant coach before 
being elevated to 

associate coach 
a h e a d 
of the 
2 0 2 4 -

2 5  s e a -
son.  During 
h i s  t e n -
u r e ,  t h e 
Summerside, 

Prince Edward Island, 
native helped the Blues 
compile a 350-244-74 
regular-season record 
and make five postseason 
appearances, including 
2019, when he played an 
instrumental role in helping 
the organization capture its 
first Stanley Cup champi-
onship.

As a player, Ott put 
together a 14-year NHL 
career, including 122 reg-
ular-season games and 21 
postseason games with 
the Blues after the team 
acquired him via trade 
from the Buffalo Sabres on 
February 28, 2014.

Overall, he appeared in 
848 career regular-season 
games, totaling 288 points 
(109 goals, 179 assists) and 
1,555 penalty minutes.

T-Birds agree to bring back 
head coach Steve Ott

The scoring resumed 
in the second when Travis 
Kagan singled to plate one, 
and the third inning became 
an exercise in patience and 
plate coverage. Ray Toth 
hit a sacrifice fly, Willie 
Landman singled to cen-
ter, Griggs singled to right, 
Kagan grounded into a field-
er’s choice, Ty Evans dou-
bled to center, Rosemond 
singled down the right-field 
line, and Ryan Magni singled 
down the left-field line — 
each driving in a run. Seven 
different players contributed 
to that inning. Kagan finished 
the night with four RBI on a 
single hit, the most efficient 
line on the card.

Nate Kelleher-Mochak 
was untouchable on the 
mound. The starter worked 
five innings without allowing 
a run, giving up just two hits, 
striking out four, and walking 
one. It was the kind of outing 
that makes a winning pitch-
er’s night feel almost anticli-
mactic — he threw strikes, 
got outs, and watched his 
offense do the rest.

J a c k s o n  L a v a l l e y 
abso rbed  the  lo s s  fo r 
PeoplesBank, lasting just one 
inning and allowing one run 
on one hit. The final score 
reflected a difficult evening 
for the visitors, who man-
aged only two hits on the 
night — one apiece from 
Hogan G and Macdonald.

Teddy Bear collected 10 
hits as a club, with Magni, 
Rosemond, and Maldonado 
each going 2-for-the-night. 
Equally notable was the 

team’s discipline at the plate: 
eight walks drawn, with 
Griggs and Gochinski each 
earning two. Teddy Bear also 
played a clean game in the 
field — no errors, with Evans 
handling the most chances at 
five. On this Monday, every-
thing worked.

 

TRI-COUNTY from page 9

Dave Clark picks 
up a grounder for 
PeoplesBank.

Tyler Evans makes a catch at first.

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Danny Gaines pitches for 
the Bankers.

please recycle this newspaper



Page 12, Ware River News, June 18, 2026

Ware Police Log
During the  week of 

June 2-8, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
13 miscellaneous calls, 16 
administrative calls, 13 traf-
fic violations, nine emergen-
cy 911 calls, nine harass-
ments/stalks/threats, six tres-
passes, one theft/larceny, 10 
disturbances, one damage/
vandalism, one safety haz-
ard, one fire investigation, 
two frauds/deceptions, one 
motor vehicle accident, 10 
animal calls and 13 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Ware.

Tuesday, June 2
2:16 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted,  Palmer  Road, 
Services Rendered

9 : 2 7  a . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

10  a .m.  Abandoned 
911 Call, Dugan Road, No 
Action Required

2:54 p.m. Assault, West 
Street, Investigated

3:06 p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, West Street, 
Could Not Locate

3:25 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Vigeant Street, 
Services Rendered

7:41 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Pleasant Street, 
Investigated

8 : 3 5  p . m .  F i r e 
Investigation, Elm Street, 
Investigated

10:52 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism/Mischief, Eddy 
Street, Unfounded

Wednesday, June 3
2 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, West Street, Advised
2:43 p .m.  Trespass /

Unwanted, Storrs Street, 
Advised

2:46 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

5:38 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Eddy Street, 
Services Rendered

6:16 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

8:18 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Main Street, Verbal 
Warning Issued

Thursday, June 4
3:19 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Church Street, 
Advised

3:30 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Eddy Street, 
Services Rendered

3:30 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

4:42 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Monson Turnpike 
Road, Dispatch Handled

5:57 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Main Street, 
Investigated

5:59 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Friday, June 5
5:39 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Anderson Road, No 
Action Required

2:53 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted,  Upper Church 
Street, Appears Secure After 
Check

2:53 p.m. Indecency/
Lewdness, River Road, 
Could Not Locate

3 : 4 2  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

4:04 p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, West Street, 
Advised

4:09 p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, West Street, 
Advised

5:43 p.m. Public Service 
Check, East Main Street, 
Arrest Made

A r r e s t :  C o r k y  O . 
Schipper, 35, Ware

WMS Warrant (Eight 
Counts)

7:57 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Aspen Street, 
Investigated

9 : 0 4  p . m .  Wa r r a n t 
Service, North Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Julius Ross, 33, 
Ware

 WMS Warrant
11:55 p.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance,  East  Street , 
Criminal Complaint Request

Saturday, June 6
1:17 a.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance,  West  Street , 
Services Rendered

12:24 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  West  Street , 
Dispatch Handled

1:22 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Street, Dispatch 

Handled
3:02 p .m.  Trespass /

Unwanted, Pleasant Street, 
Canceled En Route

4:07 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Webb Court, 
Services Rendered

5:41 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Longview Avenue, 
Investigated

5:58 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance,  West  Street , 
Services Rendered

6:17 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

8:25 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
So re l  Roa d ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

9:54 p .m.  Weapons/
Firearms,  West  Street , 
Investigated

Sunday, June 7
2:56 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, East Street, Dispatch 
Handled

9:23 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

10:11 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

12:08 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Highland Village, 
Services Rendered

4:20 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Wes t  S t ree t ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

5:20 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Monday, June 8
12:40 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted, Gilbertville Road, 
Investigated

7:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, West Main Street, 
Assist Given

Hardwick Police Log

Editor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page 
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that 
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented 
proof of the court’s final 
disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of May 
34-31, the Warren Police 
Depar tment  responded 
to 319 building/proper-
ty checks, one community 
policing, 12 emergency 911 
calls, two complaints, two 
safety hazards, two motor 
vehicle accidents, one fraud, 
two illegal dumpings, two 
threats, one harassment, two 
parking issues, one vandal-
ism, one animal call and 22 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Sunday, May 24
8 a.m. Chest Pain/Heart 

Problem,  Bemis  Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6 : 2 9  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Comins Pond 
Road, Report Filed

6:36 p.m. Threats, Bacon 
Street, Report Filed

Monday, May 25
1:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

1:44 p.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, Town Farm Drive, 
Officer/Chief Advised

1:48 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Brook Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

2 : 3 9  p . m .  I l l e g a l 
Dumping, Town Farm Road, 
Negative Contact

8 : 3 0  p . m .  F a l l s , 
R i c h a r d s o n  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, May 26
8:54 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Southbridge Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

9 : 0 8  a . m .  I l l e g a l 
Dumping, Hawkes Road, 
Unfounded

9:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

9:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Collision, Main Street, No 
Action Required

12:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

12:35 p.m. 911 Hang-
up /Misd ia l /Abandoned , 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

3:04 p.m. Harassment, 
Crescent Street, Report Filed

10:54 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Town 
Farm Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

Wednesday, May 27
9:15 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Main Street, Area Patrolled
11:28 a.m. Disturbance/

D i s o r d e r l y,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

12:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

1:53 p.m. Vandalism, Old 
West Brookfield Road, No 
Action Required

4 :40  p .m.  Fraud  or 
Forgery, Heritage Drive, 
Officer Spoke to Party

8:44 p.m. Threats, Cronin 
Road, Officer/Chief Advised

11:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road 
Extension, Written Warning

Thursday, May 28
12 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Allard Parking Lot, Officer 
Spoke to Party

12:27 a.m. Tree Incidents, 
Southbridge Road, Removed 
from Scene

2:30 a.m. Suspicious 
Vehicle, Boston Post Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

8:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:01 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Bacon Street, Transported to 
Hospital

10:48 p.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Chapel Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

11:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Friday, May 29
12:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Criminal Complaint

7:10 a.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Report Filed

9:31 a .m.  Breathing 
Di fficu l ty,  Eas t  Road , 
Transported to Hospital

12:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, Ware Road, 
Criminal Complaint

5:11 p.m. Complaint, Coy 
Hill Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

Saturday, May 30
4:01 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1 0 : 0 4  a . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, Reed Street , 
Transported to Hospital

3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Sunday, May 31
10:12 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Misdial/Abandoned, Knox 
Trail Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Maple Street, Written 
Warning

7:15 p.m. Unconscious/
Unrespons ive /Syncope , 
Cronin Road, Transported to 
Hospital

7:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

During the week of June 
8-15, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 64 building/
property checks, 42 direct-
ed/area patrols, nine radar 
assignments, five traffic 
controls, 13 emergency 911 
calls, three citizen assists, 
two motor vehicle investiga-
tions, one stolen motor vehi-
cle, one complaint, two safe-
ty hazards, one trespass, two 
fires, five animal calls and 
16 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, June 8
8:52 a.m. Stolen Motor 

Vehicle, Main Street, Report 
Taken

11:02 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Old Greenwich 
Plains Road, Patient Refusal

1:49 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

8:15 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, June 9
2:50 a.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Delargy Road, 
Negative Contact

6:55 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Delargy  Road,  Officer 
Handled

11:13 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Police Department, Officer 

Handled
7:15 p.m. 911 Fire/Other, 

Main Street, Investigated
10:15 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Prouty Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, June 10
7:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:07 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Turkey Street, 
Transported to Hospital

1:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:44 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:38 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Greenwich 
Road, Patient Refusal

6:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Greenwich 
Road, Officer Handled

Thursday, June 11
2:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

1:08 p.m. Utility Issues, 
Turkey Street,  Services 
Rendered

5:10 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Coll ins  Road,  Services 
Rendered

Friday, June 12
2:35 a.m. Trespass, Main 

Street, Officer Handled
1:03 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

B a r r e  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

2:56 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Rai l road Lane,  Officer 
Handled

3:28 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Old Petersham Road, No 
Action Required

3:37 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Lower Road, Merge

5:09 p.m. Gunshots, Barre 
Road, Services Rendered

Saturday, June 13
12:07 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Main  S t ree t ,  Removed 
Hazard

3:38 a.m. Complaint, 
Bridge Street ,  Services 
Rendered

12:19 p.m. Fire/Other, 
Brook Road, Extinguished

Sunday, June 14
7:56 a.m. Medical Alarm, 

Church Lane, Patient Refusal
9:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Arrest(s) 
Made

8:11 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Goddard Road, 
Patient Refusal

Monday, June 15
6:24 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Thresher Road, No Action 
Required

plans. Talked about family. 
Life. Dreams. 

I snuggled in closer to 
Tom as the air chilled. And 
we waited. 

T h e  s u n  h u n g  l ow. 
Clouds caught the fading 
sunlight and the golden orb 
blazed through them with 
such intensity that we brief-
ly looked away. But when 
the sun drifted lower, we 
watched the world catch fire 
in shades of crimson, orange 

and gold. 
Like strokes on canvas, 

the sky was transformed, 
leaving us breathless. 

Our conversation paused. 
The earth slowed. The world 
existed only in the present 
moment. Time stood still. 

Once the sun disap-
peared behind the distant 
ridges-leaving the lingering 
shades of blue and pink and 
purple behind – Tom and I 
stood, bowed our heads, and 
praised God for his good-
ness. 

Then we slowly walked 
hand in hand back to our tent 
as darkness descended on the 
forest. 

Over the past eight years 
of backpacking, with well 
over a thousand miles com-
pleted, there are about five 
nights on trail that I will 
never forget. 

This is now one of them.
Stay tuned for the sec-

ond half of our backpacking 
trip in a future edition of the 
newspaper. 

Onward! 

HIKE from page 5

Kids took tissue paper 
and cut them into butterfly 
shapes. Kindergarten teach-
ers Karen Bys and Heather 
Gaudreau were testing the 
static electricity as well. 

O n e  o f  t h e  r o o m s 
became the black light room 
as kids got to draw under 
blacklights with various art-
works glowing. 

Over by fourth and fifth 
grade, kids were trying 
the egg zipline challenge. 
Ziplines were stationed 
throughout one classroom 
and kids had to put together 
the perfect ziplining easter 
egg to see if it can zipline 
from one side to the next 
without falling over. 

Prior to the start of 
the music performanc-
es, Warren Community 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l 
Principal Carol Forward 
welcomed all the parents 
and guardians to STEAM 

Night. Forward was excited 
to see a wonderful turnout 
and said the students did an 
amazing job with their art 
and music skills. 

“The students and teach-
ers did a fantastic job,” 
Forward said. 

In the music room there 
were shadows and silhou-
ettes. Kids used cardboard 
shapes, added them to a 
stick to make them look 

like puppets and brought the 
objects to life on screen. 

There was also a cello-
phane station where kids 
can learn how color trans-
forms light. 

Throughout the entire 
school building parents 
and guardians were admir-
ing the talented artwork 
displayed throughout the 
school. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Owls were made by the entire second grade class. 

STEAM from page 6

Teachers Kimberly Welsh and Kristina Kenyon helped students prepare their alumi-
num floating boats that will soon have gems added to them.
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obituary

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Similar
  4. Have an ambitious 

plan or a lofty goal
 10. No (Scottish)
 11. __ Aires, city
 12. Morning
 14. Senior’s son 

(abbr.)
 15. A notable 

achievement
 16. European nation
 18. Endings
 22. Puts into place
 23. Former
 24. Grenadier
 26. Sea patrol
 27. Algerian port
 28. Norwegian river
 30. Precipitation
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. New York is one
 36. Patti Hearst’s 

captors
 37. Soft mineral with 

greasy feel
 39. Retired Brazilian 

footballer
 40. An Indian 

nursemaid 
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Immobile
 48. Insignia of royalty
 50. Seeds from which 

chocolate is made
 51. Begin again
 52. Round root
 53. Beginning to end 

(alt. sp.)
 54. What newlyweds 

just said
 55. Empire State
 56. Give back
 58. College hoops 

tournament
 59. Unstable situations

 60. Young women’s 
association

CLUES DOWN
  1. Administer a drug
  2. Holy places
  3. Contrary opinions
  4. Blood type
  5. Gags
  6. Micturating
  7. Silly
  8. A type of “cuff”
  9. Spanish be
 12. Austrian river
 13. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid
 17. Consume food
 19. California 

supermarket
 20. Electronic 

communication
 21. Cassia tree
 25. Written works

 29. Cool!
 31. Noteworthy 90s 

lawyer Kenneth
 32. One who was 

compensated
 33. National symbols
 35. Raising
 38. A type of talk
 41. Cloud
 43. Middle Eastern 

peoples
 44. Pouches
 45. 007’s creator
 46. A cut of meat
 47. Sports 

entertainment 
award

 49. Christine __, 
actress

 56. Relief organization 
(abbr.)

 57. Canadian province 
(abbr.)

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Death notice
Mitchell, Paul
Died June 4, 2026
Services August 21, 2026

B o r n  i n  Wa r e ,  t o 
Thomas Andrew and Irene 
Beach Mitchell, 
Paul grew up in 
Hardwick and 
served  in  the 
U.S. Navy during 
World War II. 

H e  a t t e n d -
ed St. Michael’s 
College for his 
u n d e r g r a d u -
ate degree, and 
University of Chicago for 
his master’s degree. 

Paul  taught  his tory 
at Lincoln Sudbury High 
School, specializing in 
all things Russian, from 
1958 to1990, was head 
of the history department 
and established a Russian 
History Book Section at the 
library.

He is predeceased by his 
brother Thomas P. Mitchell 
a n d  h i s  s i s t e r  M a r y 

Mitchell Thompson. 
H e  l e av e s  b e h i n d 

t h r e e  n e p h -
ews :  Michae l , 
Mark and John 
Thompson.  

Paul was pas-
s i o n a t e  a b o u t 
teaching, Russian 
history, literature, 
Icon Art,  cats, 
classical music, 
choral voices and 

his Corvette. 
He loved to flip his tie 

over his shoulder and dis-
rupt the norm. He had a 
far-reaching impact upon 
all the people he touched 
and was an optimist who 
invariably bid farewell with 
“SHINE ON.”

A graveside ceremony 
will held be August 21, 
2026 at 11 a.m. at the Old 
St. Williams Cemetery, 
West St., Ware, MA.

Paul Mitchell, 98
Oct. 13, 1927-June 4, 2026

each eclipsed the 12-second 
mark. With Kimball second 
and Meservey third in the 
main event, current week-
ly 604 Modified top points 
man Tyler Leary was fourth, 
and  NASCAR Whe len 
Modified series regular Kyle 
Bonsignore was fifth.

Kimball, from row two, 
took the lead from Bleau on 
lap one, with Robie quick-
ly up to third on lap six and 
blasting into second a lap 
later. Kimball then held an 
eight-length advantage.

Wi th  r e ign ing  MRS 
champ Bre t t  Meservey 
storming into Robie’s shad-
ow, Kimball rode all alone 
at the front, but his advan-
tage vanished when a Chris 
Pasteryak spun that brought 
out the caution flag and, with 
it, brought Robie to the lead-
er’s door on lap 29.

Robie was quick to cash 
in on the opportunity, taking 
charge on lap 30 and hold-
ing Kimball and Meservey at 
his bumper until heavy rain 
swept in mid-race, effective-
ly ending the show. After a 
meeting of track manage-
ment and the racing teams, 
the race was declared official.

Hillary Renaud was jos-
tled backward early in the 
night’s Twin States Truck 
Services Limited Late Model 
main event but when the 
chips were on the line, the 
Vernon, VT star was in the 
right place at the right time 
to score her first win of the 
summer.

Wesley Stedt powered into 
the early lead, with Renaud 
and previous winner Robert 
Hagar close behind. With 
Renaud shuffled back in the 
top groove, Hagar held the 
point, just ahead of Stedt and 
Daniel Petrowicz, who, like 
Hagar, had trophied the night 
before at Claremont.

Petrowicz rubbed past 
Hagar on lap 28, but a cau-
tion flag put Hagar back at 
the top, Three laps later, with 
the checkered flag high in 
chief starter Chris Horton’s 
hand, Petrowicz again tried 
to muscle his way to the 
front, this time sending the 
top three cars spinning wild-
ly across the finish line.

Renaud, whose ride ended 
half way to pit road, walked 
away with her first victory 
of the summer. Hagar, who 
was somehow able to drive 
away from the carnage, was 
second, and Erik Smith third. 

Petrowicz, whose destroyed 
car had to be scraped from 
the frontstretch wall, was 
credited with fourth, and 
Michael Lashua was fifth.

Popu la r  ve te ran  Pa t 
Houle led the fi rs t  15 
laps of Saturday’s Keene 
Towing and Recovery Mini 
Stock 25-lapper, with Eric 
Pomasko challenging until 
inching ahead on lap 16 and 
the two crafty vets - each 
many moons from victory 
lane - went to work. When 
Houle’s ride quickly dropped 
off pace, former track king 
Louie Maher was quickly 
into second.

Maher tried over and 
over to wrest the top spot 
f rom Pomasko but  the 
Peterborough speedster 
refused to budge, holding 
strong to earn his first win in 
years. With Maher a strong 
second, potent Craig Chaffee 
impressed in third, Tim 
Paquette finished fourth and 
Houle came home fifth.

Pre-teen ace Dylan Stati 
won for the sixth week in a 
row Saturday, topping the 
Doug’s Auto Body Young 
Guns 15-lapper with ease. 
Maeve Barry was second on 
the night.

OBIE from page 10

2.71% increase over FY 26.
“This is a level services 

budget,” he said. “The town 
is not reducing services, lay-
ing off staff, or asking for an 
override.” 

Ferrera said over 50 com-
munities across the common-
wealth have had to seek over-
rides in order to balance their 
FY 27 budgets.

Ferrera also noted that no 
reserve funds or free cash 
were used to balance the 
town’s coming fiscal year’s 
budget. 

The FY 27 budget’s 
increase is due to higher 
costs of insurance, retire-
ment assessment, wages and 
school assessments. 

The Finance Committee’s 
recommended budget for FY 
27 was slightly different than 
the budget put forward by the 
Board of Selectmen, reflect-
ing a salary increase of 2.5% 
for the Highway Surveyor 
compared to 5%.

The difference between 
the two recommendations 
was $1,996. 

Finance Committee and 
Board of Selectmen member 
Ray Kopacko said Highway 
Surveyor Jeremy Olson has 
received salary increases 
totaling 38% in the last five 
years, and that this is not sus-
tainable. 

Kopacko  sa id  ea r l i -
er discussions between the 
Finance Committee and 
Board of Selectmen agreed 
that 2.5% was an acceptable 
increase, however two of the 
Selectmen later changed their 
recommendation to the 5% 
that Olson requested.

Olson said he has been in 
this position for seven years, 
and it was “massively under-
paid” when he started.

He said comparable towns 
with the same miles of road-
way make about $90,000 
a year, compared to the 
$84,124 he requested and the 
Board of Selectmen recom-
mended.

“I truly feel like I put the 
extra energy and effort into 
this position,” he said.

A mot ion  to  amend 
the budget and reduce the 
Highway Surveyor’s salary 
increase from 5% to 2.5% 
failed to pass with 51 in favor 
and 65 opposed.

The FY 27 budget for 
the  Quaboag  Reg iona l 
School  Dis t r ic t  to ta led 
$22,386,462.29, with the 
town of  Warren  be ing 
responsible for $4,948,469, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a n 
above-minimum contribution 
of $460,374.

Transportation costs con-
tinue to be a driver in the 
budget, with the town’s por-
tion reaching close to a mil-
lion dollars. 

Superintendent Stephen 
Duff said the final FY 27 
budget had over $1 million in 

reductions, and reflected the 
closure of West Brookfield 
Elementary School. 

Duff said staff agreed to 
a lower salary increase (2%) 
than other town employees, 
after the teachers went with-
out a contract for over six 
months. 

He said the school dis-
trict will continue to work 
with the towns it serves and 
he encouraged residents to 
attend School Committee and 
budget subcommittee meet-
ings.

The town’s assessment 
for Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School increased with a total 
of $457,851 for FY 27.

The FY 27 budget was 
approved 80-33, with total 
operation costs coming to 
$12,744,585.

New firefighter/
EMT positions

Article 3 asked voters to 
appropriate $74,568 to fund 
two new firefighter/EMT 
positions in FY 27. 

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
said this article is contingent 
upon the town’s receipt of a 
Staffing for Adequate Fire 
and Emergency Response 
grant  from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency. 

“This will only be filled 
and funded by the SAFER 
grant,” he said. “These posi-
tions will not be filled unless 
we receive that grant.”

Lavoie said the town 
shou ld  be  no t i f i ed  i n 
September if it received the 
grant or not, which is why 
the funding request only cov-
ers October through June.

Lavoie said the SAFER 
grant will cover 75% of the 
salary costs of the new fire-
fighter/EMTs for the first and 
second years, and 35% for 
the third year.  After this, the 
town will absorb the cost of 
the two positions through the 
Fire Department’s budget.

The addition of these two 
positions would allow the 
Fire Department to extend its 
current 7 a.m.-11 p.m. staff-
ing to 24-hours.

“These two positions 
allow us to be around the 
clock,” Lavoie said. “It will 
be very beneficial for the 
town.”

Lavoie said if the grant is 
awarded, he will request for 
a reduction in the appropri-
ation in article 3 at the fall 
special town meeting. 

Article 3 passed with 76 
in favor and 36 opposed. 

Senior Center articles
Article 9 asked voters 

to transfer $300,000 from 
Capital Stabilization to fund 
heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning improvements 
at the Senior Center. 

F e r r e r a  s a i d  t h e 
town received a  Green 
Communities grant, which 

covered the installation of a 
new air handling unit at the 
Senior Center, but the past 
year’s extreme weather has 
identified deficiencies in the 
duct work.

Ferrera said engineers 
Tighe & Bond said the duct 
work (or duct board) is faulty 
and causing the new air han-
dling unit to overwork in 
very cold or hot weather.

“It’s working too much to 
meet the needs of the build-
ing,” he said.

This project will also 
include the installation of 
mini-splits.

Senior Center Director 
Sharon Meli said it was diffi-
cult to maintain temperatures 
in the building over the win-
ter, and again now with the 
arrival of hot weather. She 
said they have had to restart 
the system constantly and 
that it was not working as it 
was intended to.

This article passed 95-19. 
Article 20 asked voters to 

appropriate $6,000 from free 
cash to pay for a survey of 
the Senior Center property. 

Ferrera said there is no 
survey on file, which has 
made it challenging to plow 
the Senior Center’s parking 
lot in the winter with residen-
tial parking. He said the town 
would also like to install a 
fence on the property, but 
would need the survey com-
pleted first.

This article passed with 
77 in favor and 30 opposed.

Floodplain District zoning
A m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e 

town’s Floodplain District 
Zoning Bylaw (Section 10) 
were approved by a two-
thirds majority vote, 89-15. 
The  amendments  were 
required in order to be com-
pliant with FEMA and the 
National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

Snow and ice deficit
Article 23 asked voters 

to approve the transfer of 
$127,083.53 from free cash 
to fund the FY 26 snow and 
ice removal deficit.

Olson said there were 56 
days where his department 
had to remove snow this past 
winter. 

This article passed 86-9.

Recognition
Moderator Dario Nardi 

recognized his predeces-
sor, Vincent McCaughey, 
who  had  passed  away 
in the spring. Nardi said 
McCaughey was an attor-
ney, and served as the town’s 
moderator from 2011-2023.

“He was a straight shoot-
er,” Nardi said. “He did a lot 
for the community.”

Other articles
All other articles passed 

with the exception of article 
16, which was dismissed.

ATM from page 1

WARE – On Sunday, 
June 21, the United Church 
of Ware will be celebrating 
its 100/200th anniversary 
as a church in Ware.

The original church 
was dedicated in 1826 and 
burned in 1925. The church 
was rebuilt and the new 
sanctuary was dedicated in 
June of 1926.

The Methodist Church 
and the Congregational 
Church voted to  join 
together officially in June 
1968 as the United Church 
of Ware, which retains ties 
to both denominations. 
After the merger, a com-
mittee started the planning 
for building the church hall 
at the rear of the sanctuary.

Past ministers, choir 
members and former mem-
bers who then became 
ministers have been invited 
to join the church in cele-
brating this occasion. The 
church would like to invite 
you to join its celebration/
reunion at the church on 
Sunday, June 21 at 2 p.m. 
for a service celebrating its 
long history in Ware, which 

began in 1826 as the pop-
ulation expanded from the 
Ware Center area to what 
is now known as the town 
of Ware.

As a former minister 
of the combined churches 
wrote in the first church 
pictorial booklet, “People 
attend the services and 
activities of our church for 
many reasons: inspiration, 
worship, education, con-
cern, obedience, etc. One 
of the least mentioned rea-
sons…is simply the need 
of people to be with others 
in a spirit of friendship and 
love and concern.”

The church community 
prides itself in continuing 
to be known as a church 
family, welcoming to all, 
which still exemplifies 
this statement today. The 
church has been known 
as a participant in volun-
teer activities such as the 
free Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners and 
hosting other events in 
town.

All are welcome to join 
in the celebration. 

United Church celebrates 
100/200th on June 21

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

PRAYERS 
ANSWERED

THANK YOU Thank you St. Jude for 
prayers answered and publication prom-
ised. J.M.C.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports memo-
rabilia, art, sterling, signs, auto-
motive, hunting, advertising, radi-
os, ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
 SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction, 
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website at 
dannyselectricllc.com to fill an online 
work request.

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090.
 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

VOLVO ENTHUSIASTS/
COLLECTORS!

1998 S-70 Volvo w/cracked engine, body/
interior very good. New: radiator, alternator, 
remanufactured rims, good tires. $1500 
OBO. Text 413-579-2903.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

PAINTER’S HELPER. 
Part-time, experience preferred, 
must have own transportation. 

413-310-5099.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath, condo in 
Chicopee. Very quiet, parking/2 cars. 
First/last/security. Just remodeled. $1600. 
413-204-9828

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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public notices
(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT 
26 SM 000415 

ORDER OF NOTICE
To: Elizabeth Ann Sanborn; 

John Allen Sanborn 
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

NewRez LLC 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Ware, numbered 207 Os-
borne Road, given by Elizabeth 
Ann Sanborn, John Allen San-
born to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Northpoint 
Mortgage, Inc., dated August 
3, 2022, and recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 14637, Page 46 
and now held by the Plaintiff by 
assignment, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for deter-

mination of Defendant’s/Defen-
dants’ Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore July 20, 2026 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
June 5, 2026. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
28976

06/18/2026

Notice of Public Auction
The contents of the following 

storage units will be sold for 
non-payment at Country Cor-
ners Storage, 0 Greenwich Rd., 
Ware, MA on Sat. June 27, 
2026 at 9:00 am:
Fellix Pequero: Bldg. 6 Unit 4
Ismael Fernandez: Bldg. 1 Unit 3; 
Bldg. 6 Unit 31
Christy George: Bldg. 6 Unit 20

The contents of the follow-
ing storage units will be sold 
for non-payment at Country 
Corners Storage, 120 Dress-
er Road, Southbridge MA at 
11:30 am:
Wendy Vazquez: Bldg. 2 Unit 3
Lynn Fairbanks: Bldg 2 Unit 24
06/18, 06/25/2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

26 SM 001900

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: 
Verneda Stover, Personal 

Representative of the Estate 
of David L. Liggon; David K. 
Stover

and to all persons entitled to 
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 § 3901 (et seq): 

Citibank, N.A., not in its in-
dividual capacity, but solely as 
owner trustee of the New Res-
idential Mortgage Loan Trust 
2019-2 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Ware, numbered 37 Indian 
Hill Road, given by David L. 
Liggon to Ameriquest Mort-
gage Company, dated May 17, 
2004, and recorded at Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 7839, Page 1, as affect-
ed by a Judgment dated May 4, 
2026 and recorded at said Reg-
istry in Book 15737, Page 329, 
and now held by the plaintiff by 
assignment, has/have filed with 

this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defen-
dants’ Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
July 27, 2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court 
on June 11, 2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
06/18/2026

JOB POSTING
Town of Warren 
FULL TIME OPENING

The Warren Police Department is accepting applications for the 
position of a full time Police Officer. Applicants are preferred to be 
academy trained and must be willing to work weekends, nights, 
and holidays.

Responsibilities include responding to emergency and 
non-emergency calls for Police, Fire and Ambulance services. 
It is preferred that applicants currently possess valid certification 
as a Police Officer. Candidates must have strong interpersonal, 
verbal, and written communication skills. Preferences include an 
associate degree or higher in criminal justice, serve in the 
US military, or experience as a Police Officer.

The Patrolmen’s contract provides an education incentive and a 
candidate with prior municipal policing experience may also be 
considered to start at a higher rate of pay.

Resumes and cover letters must be returned no later than 
Friday, July 3, 2026, to the attention of Lt. Kyle Whitcomb, WPD PO 
Box 606, Warren, MA 01083 or whitcomb@warren-ma.gov. 

The Town of Warren is an equal opportunity employer. 

Police Officer

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

PATHFINDER from page 1

The school had planned 
to hold the graduation on 
the main campus, but when 
the weather started to look 
questionable, the school 
announced that the ceremony 
would be moved.

“Belchertown offered a 
year ago to let us use their 
space should we need it,” 
Duda said. “We’ve been very 
involved in Belchertown, so I 
guess it was all meant to be.”

During his address to 
the graduates, Duda made 
re fe rence  to  the  enor-
mous American flag behind 
the stage, and tied it to the 
nation’s 250th anniversary 
that is being celebrated this 
year.

“This flag stands not only 
behind you physically, but 
symbolically as well today, 
reminding us that each of you 
has an important role to play 
in shaping the next chapter 
of our nation’s history, and 
change is key,” Duda said. “I 
stand before you today filled 
with pride, excitement, and 
anticipation for each of these 
amazing graduates seated 
before me. I have witnessed 
them embrace transforma-
tive change over the last four 
years.”

Duda compared the chang-
es the students will make 
to the future to the school’s 
expansion into Belchertown, 
opening the Cold Spring 
Campus to offer 150 more 
seats to students.

Speeches were then pre-
sented by graduating students, 
offering encouragement to 
their classmates as they enter 
into the professional world. 
The valedictorian, salutatori-
an, and class president each 

had a speech prepared.
“High school students 

will  always have some-
thing to complain about,” 
Valedictorian Noel Plumadore 
said. “They complain because 
they all will have to make 
sacrifices; whether it’s their 
career, their studies, their 
social circle, or something as 
simple as the time they have 
in the day, something will 
have to be lost. This does not 
go away when we enter adult-
hood, but to minimize the 
pain that comes from these 
sacrifices, we must seize 
opportunity where we can. By 
going to Pathfinder Tech, we 
have already learned to take 
advantage of an opportunity 
not everyone gets.”

“As we step off this stage 
today, we are leaving behind 
a place and environment we 
all became familiar with,” 
said Salutatorian Destiny 

Rodriguez. “The future is 
unpredictable, and as much 
as we dislike change, it is a 
constant in our lives. Do not 
be afraid of the challenges 

that await you. There will be 
many moments throughout 
your lives that will feel uncer-
tain and the next step in your 
journey may feel unclear. It’s 

within these obstacles you 
face, that personal growth 
flourishes. Remember it’s 
okay to be human and make 
mistakes. But most important-
ly, remember success is not 
measured by how much you 
have accomplished or earned, 
but by the person you have 
become.”

“I owe a lot  to both 
my brothers,” said Class 
President Rachel Roblinski. 
“My older brother Tommy, 
a ‘24 alum, taught me a 
lot about responsibility...
My younger brother Jayden 
always reminded me that 
life wasn’t too serious, and 
to enjoy my senior year. My 
father Dr. Michael Roblinski, 
a name I hope to one day 
embed myself, thank you 
for dealing with all the busy 
schedules and late night study 
sessions.”

She then shared a phrase 
in Chinese, which translates 
to “I know life hasn’t been 
easy for the both of us but I 
couldn’t be more grateful I 
went through it all with you. 
Thank you for giving me a 

life of endless support. I love 
you Mom,” before thanking 
her mother in English for the 
sacrifices she made so she 
could make it to the stage that 
weekend.

School Committee Chair 
Julia Quink sent the graduates 
off with a speech about resil-
ience.

“Years from now, when 
you look back on this day, I 
hope you remember not just 
the diploma you received, but 
the lessons you learned about 
perseverance, friendship, 
responsibility, and growth,” 
Quink said. “Be ambitious in 
your dreams, be kind in your 
actions, be courageous when 
faced with uncertainty, and, 
when life presents obstacles, 
as it inevitably will, remem-
ber that resilience is not the 
absence of difficulty; it is the 
determination to keep moving 
forward despite it.”

T h e  g r a d u a t e s  t h e n 
received their diplomas, and 
were played out with Green 
Day’s “Good Riddance (Time 
of Your Life)”.

WARE – The Fanfare 
Brass Ensemble will per-
form a patriotic concert on 
Sunday, June 21 at 4 p.m. at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
17 Park St.

The patriotic concert 
presents short songs of 
America and celebrates 
the 250th founding of 
our country and the sign-
ing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

The program has patriot-
ic music starting from 1768 
to current day, including 

“The Liberty Song”, “God 
Save Good Washington”, 
“The Girl I Left Behind”, 
“My Country Tis of Thee”, 
“Br i t i sh  Grenad i e r s ” , 
“ C h e s t e r ” ,  “ Ya n k e e 
Doodle”, “Shenandoah”, 
“ T h e  S t a r  S p a n g l e d 
Banner” ,  “Columbia” , 
“Ba t t l e  Hymn of  the 
Republic”, “Battle Cry of 
Freedom”, “Dixie”, “Cruel 
War in Over”,  “When 
Johnny Comes Marching 
Home”, “Eternal Father”, 
“America the Beautiful”, 

“Stars and Stripes”, “You’re 
A Grand Old Flag”, “God 
Bless America”, “It’s A 
Long Way to Tipperary”, 
“Pack Up Your Troubles”, 
“Armed Forces Themes”, 
“Hail to the Chief” and 
“God Bless the USA”.

Free and open to the 
public. This program is 
supported in part by a grant 
from the Ware Cultural 
Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council a state agency.

Submitted Photo
The Fanfare Brass Ensemble will perform a concert of patriotic music at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 17 Park St., Ware on Sunday, June 21 at 4 p.m.

Trinity Church hosts patriotic brass ensemble concert on June 21

The proud Aliengena fam-
ily walked away with a 
Pathfinder Tech diploma, 
(from left) Melissa, Max, 
and Michael.

Pathfinder Tech 
seniors threw 
their caps in 
celebration as 
their gradua-
tion ceremony 
closed.

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão
A student pointed 
at his cap, which got 
stuck in the netting 
above the gradu-
ates’ stage.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

4TH OF JULY SALE!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com
95 Town Farm Rd., Warren 

$529,900
71A Pine St. (condo), Warren 71A Pine St. (condo), Warren 

$359,900$359,900

• New Construction • 3 bedrooms
• 2 baths • 2 car garage • Central Air
• Open Floor Plan • One-Level Living
• Laundry On Main Level 
• Walkout Basement  - Possible ADU

• New Construction • 3 bedrooms
• 2 baths • Central Air
• Open Floor Plan • Walkout Basement

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com


