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This photo shows the Class of 1975 as sixth grade 
students at the Myron Richardson School preparing 
their time capsule. It was turned over to the select-
men to be kept in the town vault or safe keeping 
until 50 years had passed. Instructions on the time 
capsule asked that it be opened during the first week 
in June. Shown in the photo are Rodney Witkos, 
Margaret Reidy, Michele LeMaitre and Kim Dennis.

Class of 1975 opens sixth grade time capsuleClass of 1975 opens sixth grade time capsule

Quinn, Penny and Sadie Ouimette hold up a piece of 
denim from the time capsule.

Recreating the photo of when the time capsule was made were 
Rodney Witkos, Margaret Reidy and Aline and Charlie LeMaitre 
(representing their daughter, Michele). Charlie LeMaitre was 
the elementary school principal in 1975. 

Members of the Class of 1975 attended the opening of their 
time capsule at Hardwick Elementary School on June 7.

THEN & NOW

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Warren Parks & Recreation 
D e p a r t m e n t  p r e s e n t e d 
Family Fun Day this past 
weekend at Lucy Stone Park. 

The park was busy fea-
turing food trucks, music, 
games and family fun. The 
event featured tours of Lucy 
Stone Park’s pollinator gar-
den. There was also a his-
torical presentation, includ-
ing one about the history of 
Warren and how Lucy Stone 
Park came to be. 

L o c a l  a u t h o r  E d 
Londergan was over by the 
pollinator garden sharing 
information about Warren 
and the history of Lucy 
Stone, who once had a resi-
dency in Warren. There was 
a picture of Lucy Stone dis-
played as Londergan shared 
some of her accomplish-
ments. 

Family Fun Day
at Lucy Stone Park By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Resident Cathy 
Cascio said a letter was sent 
to the Selectboard in the 
spring regarding the Lewis 
Gilbert Trust, stating how 
the trustee Bank of America 
was planning to turn the 
trust over to the Community 
Foundat ion  of  Western 
Massachusetts.

During comments and 
concerns at the Selectboard’s 
June 17 meeting, she ques-
tioned why the Selectboard 
took a vote giving its “bless-
ing” for Bank of America 
to give the trust funds to 
Baystate Health. She said 
she doesn’t understand where 
this decision comes from. 

“We were in that process 

in April,” Cascio said. “You 
got the letter saying the next 
steps…but you did a 180 on 
to what we were all in this 
process of doing from last 
fall and even before that.”

She said the town’s res-
idents  rea l ly  wants  to 
work with the Community 
Foundat ion  of  Western 
Massachusetts instead of 
Baystate Health. She said 
she is very disappointed as a 
resident that the board voted 

to support the 
funds going to 
Baystate Health. 

F r i e n d s  o f 
M a r y  L a n e 
Hospital Chair 
C i n d y  A l l e n 
Bourcier  said 
having the trust 
go through the 
C o m m u n i t y 
F o u n d a t i o n 

of Western Massachusetts 
would provide more grant 
opportunities for all health-
care entities, which would 
include Baystate Health. 

“Saying that you want 
to give Baystate the funds 
and supporting that they 

Selectboard addresses 
executive session vote

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Parent Kristin 
Bateman voiced her concerns 
about School Committee 
member Aaron Sawabi and his 

support of Superintendent Dr. 
Michael Lovato. 

At the June 18 School 
Committee meeting, Bateman 
said she has been working 
in special education for 24 
years and that things going 
on in the school district were 

“super concerning.” She said 
she followed protocol and 
met with the superintendent 
to discuss these concerns and 
attended School Committee 
meetings because her stu-
dent’s needs were not being 
met. 

“At the end of the day, I 
believe that Mr. Sawabi had 
lost sight of our children,” she 
said. “Mr. Sawabi has been 
partial to the superintendent.”

She said Sawabi had been 
observed staying after School 
Committee meetings with 

Lovato and School Committee 
member Julie Slattery, and she 
said he often makes “distaste-
ful jokes” of people’s con-
cerns at meetings.

Parents ask for school committee member’s resignation

Candidates 
announced 
for Special 
Town 
Election

W A R E  –  T h e 
Selectboard has scheduled 
a Special Town Election 
on Tuesday, Aug. 12 with 
voting from 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. to fill the vacancy on 
the board.

Two individuals have 
taken out Nomination 
Papers for the Selectboard 
Office which will appear 
on the ballot due to the 
vacancy. The deadline to 
obtain and submit papers 
was June 24.

C a t h e r i n e  B u e l ow 
Cascio and Kenneth R. 
Willette submitted their 
papers.

The last date to object 
or withdraw Nomination 
Papers will be Thursday, 
July 10 at 5 p.m. 

The last date to reg-
is ter  to vote for  the 
Special Election will be 
Friday, Aug. 1 at 5 p.m. 
Individuals may check to 
see if they are registered 
to vote at www.ma.gov – 

“Saying that you want to 
give Baystate the funds 
and supporting that they 
have control of these funds, 
is really hurting our town.” 

– Cindy Allen Bourcier

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Community Development 
Advisory Committee met 
on June 18 to discuss the 
draft of the implementation 
matrix for the Master Plan. 

To talk more about the 
implementation matrix 
was Sarah O’Brien of the 
Central  Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission. The imple-
mentation matrix tool 
that translates the vision 
and goals of the plan into 
actionable steps, outlining 
responsibilities, timelines, 
and resources needed for 
successful execution. 

The process has gone 
smoothly according to 
O’Brien and has nearly 
filled all of the columns for 
the implementation matrix. 
With this draft, the CDAC 
can review each chap-
ter and see how each one 
works. The only homework 
the CDAC has is to look at 
the implementation matrix 
and see what looks good or 
what can be improved or 
changed. 

In a future meeting, 
O’Brien would like to see 
a vote from the board to 
see if the plan is ready for 
public review. The commit-
tee will want to reach out 
to all stakeholders involved 
and host a public comment 
period. 

CDAC Chair Jeremy 
Olson and the rest of the 
committee will be review-

CDAC 
discusses 
carrying out 
matrix for 
Master Plan

Please see RESIGNATION, 
page 8

Please see EXECUTIVE
SESSION, page 9

Please see CDAC, page 5

Please see FAMILY FUN, 
page 5

Stevie of Mini 
Mania Farm is 
shown along-
side the friend-
ly miniature 
horse, Poptart. 

Please see SPECIAL, 
page 2
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Each week the Ware River News digs into its submitted photo archives and selects a people photo to 
publish. We need your help to help identify those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 1989 showed 
members of the 

First Communion 
Class at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel 

Church with pastor 
Fr. Earl Hebert. Front 

row from left are 
Jennifer Hoisington 
and Donald Dunbar. 

Second row from 
left are Crystel Piche, 
Jessica Toelken, Anne 

Marie Pluta and 
Michael Charpentier. 

Third row from left 
are Don Bolieau, 

John Paul Despres, 
Joseph Despres and 

Reggie LaGrant. If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names and 
your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

 413.568.1911   |   860.838.3766   |   800.995.5734   |   westfieldbank.com

Convenient checking is good.  
Up to $300 in bonuses?  
That’s better.
Stop in and open an account today!
Offer valid at Westfield Bank Ware branch only.

WB FREE 
Checking.

1) The WB Free Checking account has no monthly maintenance service charges.  2) One offer per person available to new WB Free Checking account customers only. Order a debit card and enroll 
in online banking to receive $50. Enroll in eStatements and receive $50. Sign up for recurring direct deposit and receive $200. A recurring direct deposit consists of payroll, government payments 
(Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, unemployment), pension, dividends and income from investments. Person-to-Person (“P2P”) transfers and bank transfers between your accounts 
at other financial institutions are not considered a direct deposit. The bonuses will be deposited into your account within 45 days after the criteria is met, which must happen within 60 days of 

account opening. Minimum balance to open a WB Free checking account is $10. Offer available at the Ware location only.  Offer may be rescinded at any time. Promotional code: Ware25

Elections and Voting. Simply 
put it your name and address 
and you will see whether you 
are registered or if you need 
to register or change your 
address (if you have moved).

Vote by Mail will be 
part of this election also. 
Information and the appli-
cation are on the Town of 
Ware website – www.town-
ofware.com under News and 
Notices. Complete the appli-
cation and drop off to the 
Town Clerk in person during 
normal business hours. 

You may also put your 
application in the Blue Drop 
Box located outside of the 
lower level offices or email 
the ballot to – ntalbot@
townofware.com. The dead-
line to apply for a Vote by 
Mail ballot will be Tuesday, 
Aug. 5 at 5 p.m. Vote by Mail 
is active also on the www.
ma.gov website – Elections 
and Voting.

Questions can be directed 
to the Town Clerk Nancy J. 
Talbot at by calling 413-967-
9648 extension 103.

SPECIAL from page 1

The Ware River News 
will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this 
paper.  Corrections or 
clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To 
request a correction, send 
information to pouimett@
turley.com, or call 967-
3505. Corrections may 
also be requested in 
writing at:  Ware River 
News, Attn: Editor, 80 
Main St . ,  Ware,  MA 
01082.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Janine’s Frostee 
in Ware is open and has 
brought live music back to 
the stage this summer. 

R e c e n t l y,  g u e s t s  a t 
Janine’s were entertained by 
the musical duo of Never Say 
Never. Making up the duo is 
the married couple of Jessica 
Adams and Jared Fiske. 

Fiske has been playing 
guitar and singing through-
out central Massachusetts for 
more than 20 years. Adams 
has been singing her whole 
life and always had a passion 
for music. 

After grabbing food and 
ice cream, guests picked out 
a table and listened to Never 
Say Never. Fiske played 
on his acoustic guitar and 
Adams played the tambou-
rine for some of the songs. 

The duo returned to 
Janine’s performing harmo-
ny-filled covers of popular 
Americana, classic rock, folk 
and pop tunes. The group 
helped kick off the music 
season at Janine’s Frostee 

back in May and have now 
returned for the month of 
June. 

Never Say Never plays 
a lot of covers of popular 
songs from the 1970s. One 
recognizable song the duo 
played was “Good Riddance 
(Time of Your Life)” by 
Green Day. Having over 20 
years of experience playing 

the acoustic guitar, Fiske did 
a great job performing this 
popular Green Day song; 
it was perfect for acoustic 
music. 

On Fr iday,  Ju ly  11 , 
Janine’s Frostee will wel-
come Serena May Kilsmith 
for a live performance from 
6-9 p.m.

‘Never Say Never’ to music in the summer

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The musical duo, Never Say Never, performed this past 
Friday night at Janine’s Frostee. Shown are Jessica Adams, 
left, and Jared Fiske. 

WA R E  –  S u m m e r 
Reading for ages birth 
through 12 is now under-
way at the Ware Library, 37 
Main St., with registration 
available in-person at the 
library or online.

Events include Juice 
& Jelly Funtime Band on 
Saturday, June 28 at 11 
a.m.; Nutrition & Cooking 
Demo with the Food Bank 
of Western MA (for ages 
7-12) on Tuesday, July 
1 at 3 p.m.; Bath Bomb 
Workshop in the Library 
Courtyard on Tuesday, July 
8 from 3-4:30 p.m. (drop-
in event); Ants on a Log 
funded in memory of Peggy 
Trombly on Thursday, 
July 10 at 3 p.m.; Sharpie 
Tie Dye at Grenville Park 
on Tuesday, July 15 from 

3-4:30 p.m. (drop-in event); 
Financial Literacy with 
Country Bank for ages 5-12 
on Wednesday, July 16 at 3 
p.m. (registration required); 
Author Emily Franke Book 
reading & Signing with 
Cupcakes  Courtesy of 
Cupcakes & Confections by 
Jana on Thursday, July 17 
at 3 p.m.; Magician Mike 
Bent on Monday, July 21 
at 4 p.m.; Jungle Jim on 
Thursday, July 29 at 4 p.m. 
(this program is funded in 
part by a grant from the 
Ware Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council ,  a  state agen-
cy); Music & Movement 
with Julie Stepanek on 
Wednesday, July 30 at 10:30 
a.m.; Hitchcock Center: 

Insects  & Repti les  on 
Thursday, Aug. 5 at 4 p.m.; 
Pop Up Art School: and 
Mask Making for ages 8-12 
on Thursday, Aug. 14 at 3 
p.m. (registration opens July 
21 and is required by calling 
413-967-9691 or emailing 
gouletc@cwmars.org).

There  wi l l  a l so  be 
o n g o i n g  w e e k l y  p r o -
grams, including Monday 
Crafternoon from 3-5 p.m., 
Storytime with Miss Cathy 
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., 
Imagination Station on 
Tuesdays from 4-6 p.m., 
Lego Club on Wednesdays 
from 4:30-5:30 p.m., Kids’ 
Bingo on the last Thursday 
of the month from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. and Take & Make Craft 
Bags every week in the 
Children’s lobby.

Stop by the library Aug. 
11-29 to get a lollipop 
and a Summer Reading 
Certificate.

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Statewide Summer Library 
Program is funded by the 
Massachuset ts  Library 
System, the Boston Brins 
and the Massachuset ts 
B o a r d  o f  L i b r a r y 
Commissioners. 

Summer Reading begins at Ware Library

STURBRIDGE – Old 
Sturbridge Village is start-
ing the summer off with an 
exciting lineup of events this 
month. 

On select days in June, 
families are invited to Old 
Sturbridge Village for some 
friendly competition. 

Games and competitions 
include stilts walks, jump 
rope challenges, baseball, egg 
and spoon races, and more. 
Family Field Days take place 
on June 26, 27, 28, and 29. 
The village will be open from 

9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., but activity 
times will vary. 

Family Field Days are 
included with standard day-
time admission. Tickets are 
available online at https://
www.osv.org/event/fami-
ly-field-days/.

CowParade opens at Old 
Sturbridge Village on June 21. 
It features more than a dozen, 
life-size cow statues that have 
been transformed into imagi-
native works of art by a selec-
tion of New England artists. 

CowParade is the largest 

public art event in the world 
and has been to more than 
100 cities, including Madrid, 
London and Tokyo. This Old 
Sturbridge Village exhibit 
was unveiled to the public the 
weekend of June 21–22 and 
will run into September. 

Visitors to the Village will 
have the chance to meet these 
beautiful bovines up close 
and learn about their unique 
connections to Old Sturbridge 
Village and New England. 
Tickets are available at www.
osv.org/cowparade.

Summer fun for families offered at OSV
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Tel 413.477.6050 • Fax 413.477.6554
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

EASTERN WHITE PINE
Wide Pine Flooring • Beams & Timbers

Paneling & Siding • Bark Mulch

P.O. Box 223 • 145 Cleveland Road
Wheelwright, MA 01094-0223

W.R. Robinson Lumber Co., Inc.

HARDWICK

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

community

WARE – The Ware 
C e n t e r  M e e t i n g h o u s e 
a n d  M u s e u m  a t  2 9 5 
Belchertown Road, Route 9, 
is where the town of Ware 
began. 

Tours and exhibits will 
be open on Sundays from 
1-3 p.m. on June 22, July 
13, July 27, Aug. 10, and 
Aug. 24, and Sept. 7, and 
by appointment.  The fea-
tured display this year is a 
collection of dishes and pot-
tery including examples of 
plates and serving pieces, 
flow blue and tea leaf pat-
terns, and pottery for bed 
and bath.  

Bring a lawn chair and 
enjoy Concerts on the 
Green on July 13 with New 
England Brass Quartet, July 
20 with Dixieland Stomp, 
and July 27 with Lori 
Brooks.  

The United Church of 
Ware will hold service on 
Old Home Day at 10 a.m. 
on Aug. 10. The Annual 
Ware Center Fair will be on 
September 13.  

Come stand where Ware 
colonists mustered to pre-
pare to fight for freedom in 
the American Revolution. 
See hardtack from the Civil 
War, a uniform and med-
als from World War I, sto-
ries, mementos, and pic-
tures from World War II, 
Vietnam, Korea, Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield.  

Visit the school room 

to hear the story of Ware’s 
alligator and explore an 
amazing model of the 
Meetinghouse by Chris 
Novak; the kitchen with 
the original wood stove, 
dry sink, milk bottles from 
local dairy farms and Coca-
Cola bottles from Ware’s 
own bottling company; the 
ladies’ parlor, important 
during the Civil War when 
the women met to roll ban-
dages and share letters from 
their soldiers. 

See the piano and doors 
from the Casino Theatre, 
the oldest movie house in 
the U.S when it was taken 
down in 2011. Learn about 
the Quaboag Indians, weirs 
and wetus, the town seal, 
famous people from Ware 
like Erastus Salisbury Field, 
Elizabeth Howe Lincoln, 
and Shamus Culhane, and 
Candy Cummings.  

There are pictures of 
early Ware, mementos from 
the banks and business-
es, furniture, Mary Lane 
Hospital memorabilia, Ware 
High yearbooks and more. 

Upstairs the sanctuary 
looks much as it did 1838 
when it was renovated due 
to the division of church 
and state. See pictures of 
the fire of 1986 which near-
ly destroyed the meeting-
house and of the bell cast 
by Holbrook, student of 
Paul Revere, that visitors 
are invited to ring.  

Established in 1962, the 
Ware Historical Society 
preserves local artifacts and 
information and promotes 
local historical research 
and educational activities 
to develop the communi-
ty’s awareness of its unique 
heritage. The organization 
cooperates with local, state 
and national historical agen-
cies in the preservation of 
historical sites, buildings 
and materials, and in any 
other areas of common con-
cern and effort.  

The Proprietors of the 
Ware Center Meetinghouse 
maintain the building and 
the grounds and together 
the Historical Society and 
the Proprietors maintain the 
museum.

For sale are History of 
Ware books, books by 
local authors and gift items 
like mugs, postcards, and 
T-shirts with pictures of 
Ware landmarks .  This 
year, T-shirts portray Mary 
Lane Hospital which was 
very important to Ware 
and the surrounding towns. 
Artifacts are being collected 
for a display to tell the story 
of a well-to-do benevolent 
mill owner wanting to pro-
vide medical support for his 
workers and the people in 
his communities.

Fo r  more  in fo rma-
tion, check the internet at 
Facebook and warecenter-
meetinghouse.org.

BARRE – On Sunday, 
June 29, the Quabbin 
Community Band will 
hold their final perfor-
mance at Nornay Park in 
South Barre before head-
ing to the Barre Common 
for the remainder of their 
season which concludes 
on Aug. 10. 

This last concert in 
South Barre will fea-
ture favorites of the 
band members and lis-
teners alike including, 
“Irish Tune from County 
Derry”, “The Best of 
Journey”, “Man of La 
Mancha”, “Begin the 
Beguine” and “Bugler’s 
Holiday” a trumpet trio 
by  composer  Leroy 
Anderson featuring band 
members Steve Aliquo, 
Jeff Nahkala and Andy 
Hagberg on trumpets. 

All concerts begin at 
6 p.m. and generally run 
90 minutes in length. In 
the event of rain, con-
certs are moved indoors 
to the Barre Town Hall, 2 
Exchange St. 

Submitted Photo
Saxophonist Matt Boutin 
of Rutland was featured as 
a soloist with the Quabbin 
Community Band on June 15.

Summertime favorites 
come to Nornay Park

Ware Center Meetinghouse and 
Museum lists upcoming events

WARE – Residents , 
businesses, and surrounding 
community members are 
invited to learn about and 
provide input on the Town 
of Ware Hazard Mitigation 
Plan. 

This public meeting 
will be held during the 
Selectboard meeting on 
Tuesday, July 15 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Town Hall, 126 
Main St. Participants can 
also join virtually on Zoom 

by following this Zoom link 
information (meeting ID: 
784-604-1861; passcode: 
01082).

The purpose of  the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
to assess Ware’s natural 
hazard risks and provide 
an action plan to reduce 
the town’s vulnerabilities. 
The Hazard Mitigation Plan 
is being completed by the 
town with assistance from 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission and is funded 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n , 
the plan will be submit-
ted to the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency and FEMA for 
review and approval. A 
FEMA-approved  HMP 
makes the community eli-
gible for federal and state 
mitigation grant funding.

Town to hold public engagement 
event for Hazard Mitigation Plan

Ware Senior 
Center news

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins 
Road,  is  open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Thursday, June 26

•	 9 a.m. Senior Spring Walk. 
Participants should meet at 
the Senior Center.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 
Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, June 27
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 

5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless 

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Thursday, June 26
Chicken Nuggets, French 

Fries, Salad, Dessert of the 
Day

Friday, June 27
Fish Sticks, Scalloped 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day 

WARE – The next Kids’ 
Corner at Ware Grange will 
be called “Rainforests” and 
will take place on Saturday, 
June 28 at 10 a.m. at 
the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road. 

Kids’ Corner work-
shops are led by local pre-
school teacher Jen McNally 
and teach children about 
nature and the environment 

through stories, songs and 
fun activities. 

Ever wonder what it’s 
like in a rainforest habitat? 
There are so many spe-
cies of plants and animals 
to learn about in the rain-
forests. Come learn about 
these amazing forests.

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.

Kids’ Corner workshop explores 
rainforest on June 28

Read the Ware River News online at www.warerivernews.turley.com

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST

LIKE NO OTHER
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

I started over with new 
strawberry plants this 
year, but for those of you 

who are completing your 
harvest, it’s high time to ren-
ovate your patch so 
that it will remain 
productive.

Sure, it will be 
hard work, but it’s 
absolutely necessary 
if you want to keep 
the berries coming!

First, get up the 
courage to run the 
l awnmower  ove r 
your row of straw-
berries. Yes, you heard 
correctly. This will 
give you an opportuni-
ty to see what you have 
to work with in a dense 
planting, as well as cut 
down on foliar diseases.  

Set the mower at a height 
of two and a half to three 
inches and use the bagger 
attachment if you have 
one. Small plantings 
can be clipped away 
by hand. Compost 
the leaves away 
from your patch.  

N ow,  a s s e s s 
your surroundings 
and think back to 
when you were 
doing all that pick-
ing. Was your back 
sore from reaching 
in to a very wide row? 
Were most of your ber-
ries on the small side?  If 
you answered yes to both of 
these questions, then serious 
renovation is in order.  

Use the tiller or a shov-
el to shrink your row back 
to a manageable width. 
Fourteen inches is about as 
wide as the experts recom-
mend. Choose the healthiest 
part of your row and measure 
out fourteen inches. Then, 
remove all the runners that 
have emerged outside of the 
boundaries.  

Those of us in the busi-
ness of growing things usu-
ally find this part difficult. 
“Can’t just this one stay?” 
Ease your guilt by giving 
away the extras; or, use them 
to start another patch.  

Next,  get  r id of any 
“mother” plants that are four 
years or older. Unfortunately, 
they have aged beyond their 
productivity. Simply dig 
them up and send them off to 
the compost pile.  

Finally, remove daughter 
plants that are spaced clos-
er than four inches from 
one another- another diffi-
cult task, but one that must 
be accomplished if we want 
large, healthy berries. As 
you work within the row, be 
sure to eradicate any and all 
weeds that you come upon, 
since these will compete with 
your strawberry plants for 
moisture and nutrients.

Now that your patch has 
been renovated, it’s time to 
reinvigorate. Add an inch 
or two of compost or aged 
manure to the row, along 

with a sprinkling of balance 
organic fertilizer.

Water at least every other 
day for the next couple 
of weeks or until a healthy 

stand of leaves has returned 
to the plants. Keep up with 
weeding, and continue to 
pinch back runners until frost 
hits.  

Managed in this fashion, a 
strawberry patch can remain 
productive for five years or 
more.

Another favorite plant that 
may be in need of reinvigora-
tion is your iris. If once upon 
a time they bloomed strong 
and now there is barely a 
blossom to be seen, chanc-
es are they are overcrowded. 
It’s time to divide them and 
replenish their soil.  

In our climate, this should 
be accomplished every three 
or four years. Surprisingly, 
and unlike most other peren-
nials,  division of irises 
should take place no later 
than July or August. 

This will give them ample 
time to take hold in their new 
location prior to the ground 
freezing.  

At first glance the act of 
dividing irises may appear 
to be difficult. An overgrown 
iris patch does look like a 
maze of thick roots, but take 
heart, the rhizomes are shal-
low rooted and come out of 
the ground with relative ease.  

Start digging at the outer 
edge of the clump, lifting 
as you go. Once the entire 
clump is removed, rhi-
zomes can be pried apart by 
hand.  The healthiest “fans” 

of foliage are those the fur-
thest from the center.  Leave 
about two inches of rhizome 
attached to each fan for 
replanting.    

I f  y o u  a r e 
changing your site 
altogether,  keep 
in mind that irises 
need at least six 
hours of full sun 
a day for optimal 
flowering. They 
despise “wet feet,” 
so  p lant  where 
drainage is good.  

If your soil is 
lean, compost can be 
added to richen it up. 

While you’re at it, add 
a sprinkling of lime as 

well; irises prefer a soil 
near neutral. Dig a shallow 
hole wide enough to fit the 
rhizome. Make a ridge of 
soil in the hole for it to sit on 
so that its fibrous roots can 

hang down.  
The top of the rhizome 

should be level with 
the soil surface and 
exposed, not buried.  
This goes for bark 
mulch as well, keep it 
clear or blooms may 
be sacrificed. If your 
irises hardly flower 
but aren’t overcrowded 
and are planted where 

they receive enough sun, 
assess your planting depth 

and adjust if necessary.
Examine your rhizomes 

closely when replanting. If 
you notice a lot of soft, rotten 
tissue, your iris patch could 
be infected with the iris 
borer.  

Usually by midsummer, 
one to one and a half inch 
larvae have made their way 
from the leaves into the rhi-
zomes. They hollow out the 
fleshy roots causing foliage 
to collapse and rot to take 
over. Control this pest by 
proper sanitation.  

In the fall, after a hard 
frost, cut iris foliage back to 
the ground as low as possi-
ble. Throw it and any nearby 
debris or mulch away. With 
any luck, overwintering eggs 
will be removed by your 
efforts.  

In  the  spr ing,  about 
the time that the tulips are 
blooming, inspect iris foliage 
for chewn edges, small holes, 
or tan colored water marks 
running down the leaf. If 
these are present, tiny larvae 
can be crushed inside the leaf 
before they burrow into the 
rhizome.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Renovate your strawberry patch 
and divide those irises, too

Tips for staying 
safe and healthy 
this Summer

By Dr. Steven Angelo
Chief Medical Officer, 

UnitedHealthcare, 
Medicare and Retirement

of Massachusetts

Experts are forecast-
ing that 2025, espe-
cially this summer, 

will be particularly hot, 
which may pose heightened 
health risks for older adults, 
according to a University of 
Southern California study.

Seniors may be more 
susceptible to heat-related 
illnesses like heat stroke as 
well as complications from 
chronic conditions like dia-
betes and high blood pres-
sure that are worsened by 
extreme heat.

How older adults 
can stay cool

Plan ahead – Follow 
local weather reports to 
ensure you have enough 
food, prescription medica-
tions and other home “sta-
ples” to get through a heat 
wave.

Stay hydrated – Drink 
plenty of water, even if you 
are not thirsty. Limit caf-
feinated and alcoholic bev-
erages. Drinks with electro-
lytes are also all right.

Use cooling strategies 
– Take cool showers, use 
fans, or place damp wash-
cloths on your neck and 
wrists to help lower your 
body temperature.

Limit physical activi-
ties outdoors (particularly 
between 10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
– If you must go out wear 
lightweight and light-col-
ored clothing, sunglasses 
and brimmed hats; apply 
sunscreen with an SPF of 
30 or higher; bring water; 
and take frequent breaks in 
the shade or air-conditioned 
spaces.

Certain medications 
may make dehydration or 
sunburn more likely. So, 
whether you are staying 
inside or heading outside, 
check with your care pro-
vider to make sure you are 
taking the proper precau-
tions.

Older adults and their 
c a r eg ive r s  c a n  wo r k 
together to summer-proof 
their homes. Keep shades 
down when the sun is most 
intense. Strategically place 
fans, particularly in door-
ways between rooms or in 
front of window air condi-
tioning units to better circu-
late air. Install ceiling fans, 
including temporary ones 
that can be placed in light 
bulb sockets.

How caregivers can help 
support older adults
Check in – Be alert to 

signs of heat-related illness 
like confusion, weakness, 
flushed skin, dizziness, or 
excessive sweating. Seek 
medical attention if your 
loved one is experiencing 
symptoms of heat stroke, 
such as hot, dry skin, a 
rapid pulse, confusion or 
unconsciousness.

Help with activities so 
older adults can limit time 
outside – Volunteer to run 
errands, including picking 
up prescriptions and food 
shopping.

Find out about commu-
nity services – “Cooling 
stations” or other public 
places, like libraries and 
community centers where 
older adults can go; proac-
tive check-in programs or 
telephonic “heat advisory” 
alerts; local news station 
advisories; and “summer 
safety” programs at local 
community centers, munic-
ipal halls or local hospitals 
for older adults and their 
caregivers to learn more 
about staying healthy and 
safe.

Helping older adults 
during the summer months, 
especially during heat 
waves, requires some plan-
ning; awareness of the 
health, the home and the 
daily needs of our loved 
ones; and what support is 
available in their local com-
munities. With some effort, 
older adults may stay safe 
while enjoying the fun 
things about summer.  

This information is for 
educational purposes only 
and is not a substitute for 
the advice of a doctor. 
Consult your doctor prior 
to making changes to your 
lifestyle or health care rou-
tine.

Heat wave safety 
for older adults

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

WARE – According to 
a June 13 press release, 
Baystate Health has not 
yet started demolition on 
the Baystate Mary Lane 
Hospital campus. 

Abatement began on 
May 5 and due to the extent 
of the issues on the cam-
pus, it looks very much 
l ike demolit ion.  Once 
abatement is completed, 
Baystate Health will pro-
ceed with demolition of the 
campus. Again, demolition 
has not yet started and in 
fact, Baystate Health is still 
awaiting permits from the 
Town of Ware Building 
Commissioner to engage in 
this work. 

Baystate Health rep-
resentatives expect those 
permits to be issued in the 
coming weeks and will 
commence with demo-
lition work once they are 
received. Baystate Health 
is committed to minimiz-
ing, wherever possible, the 
impact on the Wetherby 
Building which has mean-
ing to both Baystate and 

the Town of Ware.  
Despite efforts begin-

ning in 2023, no redevel-
opment opportunities were 
identified by Baystate 
Health or its partners for 
the Mary Lane campus. 
There are serious safe-
ty, fire hazard, and other 
issues impacting the com-
munity with the campus 
that need to be addressed 
expediently.

Baystate is committed 
to health care and health 
in Ware and surrounding 
communities by continuing 
to invest in clinical services 
at Baystate Wing Hospital 
and in January 2025, com-
mitted to developing a pri-
mary care (up to three pro-
viders) and convenient care 
(after hours and weekend 
care) presence directly in 
Ware, not on the Baystate 
Mary Lane campus. 

Baystate Health is con-
tinuing dialogue and part-
nership with state and town 
officials to find the right 
solutions for both Ware and 
Baystate.

Baystate gives update on 
former hospital campus

support community journalism
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 40 LB. BOX ...
USDA INSP. FROZEN GREAT FOR SALAD

TRI-COLOR 
CHEESE TORTELLINI 16 OZ BAG ..

$599
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN SARA LEE

CLASSIC CHEESECAKE
STRAWBERRY 19 OZ ................

ea
$299

$229
lb

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARM

POLSKA KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ ea
$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. HILLDALE
AMERICAN 
CHEESE 160 SLICES 5 LB .................

SALE DATES: 6/26/25-7/3/25

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$2760
(69 lb)

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
BACON WRAPPED 
SHRIMPKABOBS .................

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
1/2 PORK LOINS ..................

$219
lb

lb

lb
$229

USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK ...........

$199
lb

$899

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ...............
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

$399
lb

$335
lb

$279
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$899

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$589
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

KAYEM or 
DEUTSCHMACHER
NATURAL CASING

HOT DOGS
$999

ea

2 1/2 LB 
BOX

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

ing the plan from front to 
back. The committee was 
wondering if other boards 
should review the plan. 
Olson believes the more peo-
ple who can review the plan 
would be better leading to 
the public comment period. 

“Make arrangements to 
get it to everybody,” Olson 
said.

A public comment period 
would be about a month long 
and can be placed on both the 
town website and the Master 
Plan website. O’Brien sug-
gested making flyers and 
possibly hosting a public 
celebration. The CDAC will 
talk more about public out-
reach at their next meeting. A 

month would be long enough 
to give the public a chance to 
review and comment. 

Both CMRPC and the 
Warren CDAC are confident 
with the plan as they move 
forward. 

Grant programs
The CDAC heard from 

John O’Leary of CMRPC to 
give updates on grant pro-
grams. O’Leary first talked 
about the Community One 
Stop for Growth program. 

Pulaski Street is in con-
tract development and there 
will be designs for improve-
ments. For fiscal year 2024 
Otis Street project is com-
plete. O’Leary said there is a 
single concrete piece on the 
sidewalk that has to be cor-
rected.

For Complete Streets, 
Olson talked about that this 
project has reached its tier 
two phase. Funding for tier 
two is in the works and the 
whole project is moving for-
ward. 

CDBG 
O’Leary went over the 

Community Development 
B l o c k  G r a n t  p r o g r a m 
updates. For fiscal year 
2021, the Senior Center 
Improvement Project features 
a new doorway. The Senior 
Center is also getting floor-
ing done in the loading dock 
area. 

For the Town Common 
Improvement Project, the 
committee met recently, and 
O’Leary said there has been 
some productive input. This 

input gave the consultants 
some good details and a con-
cept for the improvements of 
Warren’s Town Common. A 
final concept will be present-
ed on July 24. 

For fiscal year 2024, 
O’Leary talked about the 
improvements to River Street 
and Central Street. There was 
a good discussion with the 
engineer and the program is 
reaching towards a prelimi-
nary design. 

The CDAC is pleased with 
the proposal and will help 
address some of the issues 

the streets have. One of the 
big issues is the drainage 
situation for both River and 
Central streets. 

The committee is looking 
to add a sidewalk on one side 
of River Street. For Central 
Street, one side will have a 
sidewalk and the other side 
will be redesigned to allow 
street parking. 

O’Leary talked about the 
Cutter Park Improvement 
Project. The Town received 
six proposals from various 
companies who are interested 
in doing a redesign of Cutter 

Park. The Project Committee 
is going to meet soon and 
review the proposals. Soon, 
the committee will then 
negotiate a fee. 

The plan is to have a con-
tract in place sometime later 
in the summer. The CDAC 
will look further into grant 
opportunities outside of 
CDBG to help with funding. 

The next Community 
Deve lopment  Adv i so ry 
Committee meeting will be 
on Wednesday, July 23 at the 
Shepard Building. 

CDAC from page 1

Stone, who lived from 
1818-1893, was the first 
female to graduate from col-
lege in Massachusetts; she 
attended Oberlin College. She 
was a speaker for full wom-
en’s rights as well as advocat-
ing for equal pay, the right to 
vote, and was a leader in the 
antislavery movement. 

She was the founder of the 
Woman’s Journal and at one 
point worked with Susan B. 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. During the time 
period she lived, Stone was 
a married woman who kept 
her maiden name after she 
got married. Londergan men-
tioned there are belongings of 
Lucy Stone displayed at the 
Quaboag Historical Society 
Museum in West Brookfield. 

On the other side of Lucy 
Stone Park was a petting 
zoo provided by Mini Mania 

Farm of Brimfield. The own-
ers of Mini Mania Farm, Paul 
and Stevie arrived at Lucy 
Stone Park to set up their pet-
ting zoo featuring some of 
their farm friends. There were 

three goats, one miniature 
horse and three rabbits.

Poptart was the friendly 
miniature horse saying hello 
to all of the visitors. This was 
the first time Mini Mania 

Farm had arrived in Warren. 
The owners opened the farm 
six years ago and began res-
cuing animals and providing a 
better home for them. 

The petting zoo has a had 
a steady group of visitors 
throughout Family Fun Day 
and according to the owners, 
the animals are “very much 
okay with the attention.” 

For games kids got to 
enjoy a three-legged race, 
sack race, frog jumping con-
test and dress up relay. There 
was also face painting pro-
vided all day during Family 
Fun Day. 

For music, there was the 
duo of Darren Boulrice and 
Evan Couture. Both musi-
cians were playing on the gui-
tar in the big field of Lucy 
Stone Park. Boulrice and 
Couture are members of the 
band, Moonlight Saints who 
are based out of Brookfield. 

These musicians are famil-

Family Fun Day

iar in Warren as they occa-
sionally perform at Glenda’s 
Pub. The duo commented on 
how nice the day was to per-
form during Family Fun Day 
and performing outdoors fea-
tured nothing but fun. 

“A beautiful day to play,” 
Boulrice said. 

Family Fun Day would 
wrap up with fireworks at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School later that eve-
ning.

FAMILY FUN from page 1

Poptart saying hello to guests who attended Family Fun 
Day at Lucy Stone Park. Paul held Lola the rabbit who was about to get a treat. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Udder Delights provided ice cream during Family Fun Day.

Cute goats from Mini Mania Farm, who were part of the 
petting zoo provided during Family Fun Day.

Members of Moonlight Saints, Darren Boulrice, left, and 
Evan Couture provided music. 
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47 East Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585 
508.867.7716
quaboagonthecommon.com

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, JULY 17TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• WARE •

267 Osborne Road     WARE, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

±2,400 S/F

WOOD FRAMED BARN
WITH

SKYLINE MOBILE HOME
ON

±1¾ ACRES OF LAND

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Joseph J. Lange

Of the firm of Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
•  ±2,400 S/F Wood Framed Barn 

w/ ±400 S/F Storage & Tack Room, (10) Horse Stalls •
• Office w/ Kitchen & Full Bath (Barn) • 

• Skyline Ranch Mobile Home • ±728 S/F of Living Area •
• Shared Well & Septic • Assessors Map: 40-0-14 •

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

warren

A narrated slide 
presentation by 
Michael Tougias

WARREN – New York 
Times bestselling author 
Michael Tougias, author of 
“Quabbin: A History and 
Explorers Guide, will present 
a narrated slide presentation 
about Quabbin Reservoir at 
the Warren Senior Center on 
Wednesday, July 16 at 6:30 
p.m. 

The program features 
the demise of the “lost 
towns” flooded to create the 
Quabbin, the construction 
of the massive reservoir, 
and how the Quabbin works 
today.  In addition, Tougias 
will take the audience on a 
natural history tour of the 
Quabbin and surrounding 
area with suggestions for day 
trips. 

Tougias’ slides include 
before and after images 
of the lost towns, workers 
building the dams and aque-
duct, the grand opening of 
the reservoir, wildlife of 
the Quabbin, unique natu-
ral places, and favorite trails 
and entrance gates.  Tougias 
also discusses three fascinat-
ing events from the region he 
calls “forgotten history” as 
well as a couple of surprise 
findings.

When Quabbin was con-
structed in the late 1920s 
and 1930s,  four  towns 
“drowned,” 2,500 residents 
displaced, and 7,500 graves 
were moved.  Today Quabbin 
Reservoir provides water for 
Boston and 45 other commu-
nities, serving over 2.5 mil-
lion people.  

Quabbin and the sur-
rounding forest is the larg-
est tract of open space in 
southern New England, home 
to nesting loons and bald 

eagles, coyotes, porcupines, 
and moose.

Tougias has been hiking 
and researching the Quabbin 
for over 30 years. 

“I first fell in love the sol-
itude and the beauty of this 
special place,” said Tougias. 
“Later, the history captured 
my attention, and I set out 
to interview all the former 
residents of the lost towns I 
could locate. Although many 
were just children when 
the state took their towns, 
they have incredible sto-
ries of how this huge proj-
ect changed so many lives. 
My book and this presenta-
tion is a way for me to share 
my passion for the area and 
encourage fellow explor-
ers to visit this region of 
Massachusetts.”

Tougias is the author 
and co-author of 30 other 
b o o k s  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r 
books about true surviv-
al at sea stories: “So Close 
To Home”, “A Storm Too 
Soon”, “Overboard!” “Fatal 
Forecast”, “Ten Hours Until 
Dawn”, and “The Finest 
Hours”  (now a  Disney 
Movie).  He has also writ-
ten a book about his adven-
tures at his remote cabin in 
Vermont titled ‘There’s A 
Porcupine In My Outhouse!” 

His  la test  books are 
“Above & Beyond: JFK and 
America’s Most Dangerous 
Spy Mission” and a memoir 
titled “The Waters Between 
Us: A Boy, A Father, Outdoor 
Misadventures  and the 
Healing Power of Nature”.  

Tougias presents slide 
presentations on the topics 
covered in all his books, and 
is a dynamic speaker who 
often attracts large crowds.  
Visit his website at www.
michaeltougias.com.  When 
not writing or exploring, 
Tougias donates his time to 
protecting open space

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren 
Sewer Commission met to 
discuss possible increases 
to their sewer rates for fiscal 
year 2026. 

C o m m i s s i o n  C h a i r 
Travis Baker was review-
ing a study that was done 
by Tighe & Bond several 
years ago. There is a lot that 
has happened since the last 
study and it is no surprise to 
the Sewer Commission that 
a lot of things are going up 
in cost. 

The number the com-
mission first discussed was 
$660 for a possible new 
sewer rate for residential. 
The commission also looked 
up previous sewer rates 
and what the percentage 
increase was, year to year.  

In 2024, the sewer rate 
was $570 and went up to 
$630 for 2025. 

Baker understands that 
the commission has to 
upkeep everything due to 

having some big projects 
that could come about in the 
future. After further discuss-
ing the sewer rates for the 
upcoming fiscal year, the 
commission has picked the 
rate of $670 for the year. 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
James Ferrera talked with 
the Sewer Commissioners 
and said this is a very tough 
decision for the board to 
make. The commission was 
successful at getting free 
cash last year to help build 
their retained earnings. 
There are many projects that 
need to be addressed.

The commission is look-
ing into future projects, 
including capital projects 
that may require possible 
repairs and replacements.

Ferrera believes “there’s 
going to be even more prob-
lems if these capital projects 
are not addressed,” Ferrera 
said. “It is ultimately the 
Board’s decision.”

Taking into consideration 
that there are residents in 
town with fixed incomes, 
the commission still has to 

be able to continue opera-
tion and review what needs 
to be replaced or repaired 
and could be more expen-
sive in the future. 

The commission made a 
motion to increase the FY 
26 sewer rate to $670 a year 
per equivalency dwelling 
unit. All members of the 
Sewer Commission agreed. 

Application discussion
The Sewer Commission 

had a discussion on the 
application from Fountain 
&  Sons  Cons t ruc t i on 
Company. The company is 
looking to put a sewer stub 
on Brimfield Road for a 
future side street/subdivi-
sion at the current gravel pit 
site. 

Sewer Chief Operator 
Ralph Zebrowski spoke 
about this application and 
project and said he’d like to 
look at the current line that 
is there off Brimfield Road. 
His main concern is if there 
is a pressure line on the site. 

Baker said the commis-
sion should get documen-

tation on where the stub 
should be. The commission 
asked Sewer Commission 
Secretary Lisa Digris if she 
received the application 
from the company. Digris 
said she hasn’t received the 
application yet. 

The commission will dis-
cuss further once the appli-
cation and permit is submit-
ted. Completed drawings of 
the project will be done too 
as the commission wishes to 
keep documentation of this 
project for their records. 

The Sewer Commission 
also discussed a sewer con-
nection permit for a proper-
ty on East Road. The owner 
brought the permit to the 
commissioners, but it was 
missing some required doc-
umentation. 

Zebrowski said he didn’t 
receive any documentation 
either. The discussion was 
tabled until the next meeting 
as the commission couldn’t 
move forward without the 
required paperwork that is 
supposed to be attached to 
the permit. 

WARREN – Children 
are invited to come down 
to the Warren Public 
Library to get a free good-
ie bag and sign up for the 
2025 Summer Reading 
Program, Color Our World. 

Win prizes every time 
you visit the library – all 
summer long. The pro-
gram kicks off on Saturday, 
June 28 at 1:30 p.m. with 
a Comedy & Magic Show 
with Ed Popielarczyk. 

Ed is a professional 
magician, balloon sculptor, 
and flea circus ring mas-
ter who’s been entertain-
ing audiences for over 35 
years. All ages are wel-
come and the event is free. 

Receive a prize tick-
et every time you visit the 
library and check out at 

least one book and enter 
weekly Raffle Drawings 
for Gift Certificates to 
Amazon, Warren Package 
Store, and more. Become 
a Super Reader by visiting 
three times and get entered 
in the raffle for four tickets 
to the Big E.

A variety of programs 
will be held over the sum-
mer, from watercolor to 
crochet, jewelry making to 
Rock Painting, and lots of 
fun activities in between. 
Join Wildlife on Wheels 
at the Finale on the Town 
Common on Saturday, 
Aug. 9 at 1 p.m.

Please call or email the 
library for more informa-
tion. The library staff look 
forward to seeing you this 
summer.

‘Quabbin: A History 
and Explorers Guide’

Sewer Commission discuss FY26 rates

Get ready for Summer Reading 
with the Warren Public Library

Emergency 
Communications 
Drill to be held 
on June 28

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– On Saturday,  June 
28, from 2-6 p.m., the 
Quaboag Valley Amateur 
Radio Club will participate 
in the annual American 
Radio Relay League Field 
Day on the town common. 

Field Day is the largest 
emergency communication 
exercise in North America, 
sponsored by the ARR), 
and it brings together over 
35,000 licensed amateur 
radio operators across the 
U.S. and Canada. The goal 
is to set up temporary sta-
tions using off-grid power 
to demonstrate ham radio’s 
ability to provide vital 
communications during 
natural disasters, power 

outages, and other emer-
gencies.

The public is invited 
to stop by and learn about 
amateur radio, see it in 
action, and even try mak-
ing a radio contact. Club 
members will be on hand 
to explain how amateur 
radio supports emergen-
cy preparedness, provides 
public service communi-
cations, and how anyone 
can get started and earn a 
license. 

This is a great opportu-
nity for anyone interested 
in technology, communica-
tion, or community service 
to see firsthand how ham 
radio can connect people 
when it matters most.

For more information 
about the Quaboag Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, visit 
www.qvarc.com. Come 
join them on the town 
common and discover the 
power and fun of amateur 
radio.

Ham radio operators take to 
the field in West Brookfield

WARE – Ware Public 
School is committed to pro-
viding students nutritious 
food and will provide free 
meals for youth ages 18 
and under, Monday through 
Friday, from June 30-Aug. 
1.

No registration or ID is 
required. Meals will not be 
available on July 4. 

Serving times for con-
gregate meals at SMK 
Elementary School are as 
follows: breakfast 8-9 a.m. 

and lunch 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Lunch meals will also 
be available to-go from the 
municipal parking lot on 
Pleasant Street from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Dates and times are sub-
ject to change. If you have 
any questions or concerns, 
please contact the Food 
Service Department at 413-
967-5977. This institution 
is an equal opportunity pro-
vider.

Free meals offered to 
youth starting June 30
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NOW HIRING!!!

Full and Part-time positions
In Sturbridge, Southbridge, North Brookfield, Spencer, and surrounding towns

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $22.09/hr.) and LPNs (Starting rate $35.18/hr.)

 

Direct Care Workers--No Experience Required – Training will be provided.
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

We Offer: Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,

Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow
Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply.
Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact Christina Hyppolite, at (857) 283-5830 or email at Christina.R.Hyppolite@mass.gov.

COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location, employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have
been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on

vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

T H R E E  R I V E R S  – 
AMVETS Post 74 in Three 
Rivers welcomed mem-
bers of the Ware Business 
and Civic Association and 
beyond for i ts  Summer 
Sizzler event.

With the warm weath-
er settling in this year’s 
Summer Sizzler had a great 
turnout as the event featured 
great food and fun games. 
WBCA & Beyond President 
Dan Flynn welcomed all the 
guests and thanked all who 
attended as this event would 
help the organization end the 
year with a sizzler. 

“We have had a full year 
of events and programs” 
Flynn said. 

T h i s  w a s  t h e  2 n d 
Summer Sizzler the orga-
nization has held.  This 
year’s Sizzler was spon-
sored by J. Stolar Insurance 
Agency. Christopher Stolar, 
Vice President of J. Stolar 
Insurance Agency, present-
ed a sponsorship check to 
George Robichard, First 
Vice Commander of Sons of 
AMVETS Squadron 74.  

The grill  was on for 
hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Operating the grill  was 
Micah Hinchley, Operations 
Manager of Pennington 
Painting. 

Attendees played games 
of horseshoes and cornhole. 
The event also offered a chal-
lenge.  All participants could 

throw one toss of a bag and if 
successfully hitting the corn 
hole target, would vie for a 
$100 grand prize. 

Flynn thanked everyone 
who attended. The WBCA 
& Beyond has been provid-
ing these activities for three 
years now and continues to 
maintain a vibrant and pro-
ductive economic atmo-
sphere that strengthens the 
community and surrounding 
communities.

Summer SizzlerSummer Sizzler
featured horseshoes and cornhole

The WBCA & Beyond Summer Sizzler took place out-
side of the AMVETS Post 74 in Three Rivers. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Christopher Stolar, right, presented a check to George 
Robichaud, the First Commander of Sons of AMVETS Post 74.

Stuart Beckley and Dan Flynn enjoyed cornhole. Will this 
toss make the board?

Ware Town Manager Stuart Beckley, right, pitched horse-
shoes with Chris Midura of Wishing Well Charities, Inc. 

The Summer Sizzler had a good turnout outside the AMVETS Post in Three Rivers. Guests 
enjoyed refreshments in the shade.

The grill was on cooking up 
some delicious hot dogs, 

hamburgers and bacon
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Belchertown Public Schools
School Choice PROGRAM
2025-2026 School Year

 
The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for the 
following School Choice openings for the 2025-2026 school year: 

Grade K                       2 Grade 7                      10

Grade 8                      10      

Grade 9                       5   

Grade 10                     5                  

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to provide 
positive educational experiences for all of our students through quality 
programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.
 
The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
July 18, 2025.
 
The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on July 18, 2025, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 22, 2025.
 

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Monson Schools is proud to announce the offering of new and improved 
programs that have created a limited number of additional SCHOOL CHOICE 
opportunities in grades: kindergarten, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
seventh, eighth and ninth. 

In addition to an already rigorous academic environment and successful 
athletic programs including lacrosse, swimming, and football, Monson 
Schools is proud to continue its commitment to excellence:

✔ Middle School STEM program and High School programs 
specializing in Engineering and Health Care 

✔ Music K-12, including Chorus and Band in grades 4-12 
✔ PreK-12 Technology Instruction 
✔ Expanded High School Virtual Learning Opportunities 
✔ Dual enrollment opportunities to earn college credit before 

graduation

Please call for more information! 
(413) 267-4150 Extension 4907

Visit our website to learn more about Monson Schools’ dedication to 
continuous improvement at http://www.monsonschools.com

Monson Public Schools - School Choice
 Grade Level Number of Slots Available
 Pre-K 0
 Kindergarten 6
 1st Grade 6
 2nd Grade 2
 3rd Grade 6
 4th Grade 3
 5th Grad 5
 6th Grade 0
 7th Grade 3
 8th Grade 6
 9th Grade 10
 10th Grade 0
 11th Grade 0
 12th Grade 0

Bateman said herself and 
others looked into a recall 
election of Sawabi, but they 
were unable to gather the 
1,214 signatures required to 
hold one. She asked Sawabi to 
resign from his position.

“We know that your term is 
up in April, and still thought it 
was imperative to try to recall 
you,” she said. “We’re here 
to stand up for our students. 
All of our students, every 
child in this town. Because 
they deserve that. I think it’s 
important that our children 
see that there are protocols 
in place and then we need to 
follow the rules to maintain 
respect and decorum. I per-
sonally believe that you have 
used those rules to talk your 
way around finding solutions 
instead of being collaborative, 
helping and listening.”

Parent Jessica Rohan said 
over 400 signatures were 
gathered on the recall petition, 
and she also asked Sawabi to 
resign. 

Sawabi said this is his last 
year on the School Committee 
and he has put in a lot of time 
on the committee serving in 
his position. He said he appre-
ciated the parents coming for-
ward and said it is something 
he will need to think about.

Harassment, discrimination 
and retaliation

School Committee member 
Melissa Whitham spoke about 
the school district’s nondis-

crimination policy which 
was reviewed at a previous 
meeting. She said the School 
Committee takes harassment, 
discrimination and retaliation 
seriously, and they will not tol-
erate it. 

Whitham said she hopes 
from now on, people will feel 
comfortable coming forward 
and disclosing instances where 
this has happened to them. 

“Until we as a committee 
and the administration of this 
district step up and say, ‘we 
will not tolerate this,’ then 
people are going to continue 
to say rumors and hearsay and 
all of that,” she said. “I hope 
that…people that feel they 
are being targeted, harassed, 
or retaliated against for speak-
ing up, we can lay out a very 
process where they feel safe 
enough to come forward.”

Ware Teachers Association 
President Amber Boucher said 
she appreciates hearing this 
from the committee, but that it 
“feels two years too late.” 

Boucher said she has been 
written up, investigated by the 
police and threatened with 
lawsuits for speaking out. She 
said her fellow teachers have 
been targeted by the superin-
tendent and they are afraid to 
come up and put their name on 
something.

“I as union president have 
some protection and that’s the 
only reason I am here,” she 
said. “I do it for them.”

Boucher said they are look-
ing for justice for the past two 
years. 

“We have lost a lot of good 
staff because of it, and we will 
lose more,” she said. 

Independent investigation 
results

Rohan asked the School 
Committee if the results of the 
independent investigation into 
the union’s allegations against 
Lovato would be made public.

School Committee Chair 
Brian Winslow said the inves-
tigation is concluding and the 
report is being written. He said 
the intent is to put it forward to 
the public in a timely manner.

“We are working on some 
things to protect everybody,” 
he said. “We are moving for-
ward, and we will continue to 
move forward…we will not 
look back, we will not go 
back.”

Cell phone use 
and dress code

Winslow said there have 
been emails received regard-
ing cell phone use and dress 
code. He said the current poli-
cy for dress code is very brief, 
and he asked the committee if 
they wanted to expand on it.

Winslow said cell phone 
use is a regular complaint and 
he questioned if the current 
policy is sufficient. He said 
this policy was created prior 
to the pandemic.

Whitham said there are 
many options for the school 
district regarding cell phone 
usage. She said some school 
districts prohibit use, while 
others allow cell phone use 
during passing times and 

lunch. 
Whitham said the school 

district’s policy for cell 
phones is not sufficient and 
it is not being enforced in the 
high school.

“Right now, the cell phone 
use, especially in the high 
school, is not under control, 
and it needs to be,” she said. 

Whitham said the dress 
code policy does not protect 
student from clothing that 
has language that is demean-
ing, abusive, sexist, racist, or 
makes references to substance 
use. She said whether wearing 
hats and hooded sweatshirts in 
school is allowed also need to 
be addressed. 

“If we could make this a 
more professional place, a 
place of learning, a place of 
high expectations, I feel the 
dress code is a small piece of 
that,” she said. 

The School Committee 
will hold a public hearing 
regarding the cell phone use 
policy at its next meeting on 
July 23. The committee mem-
bers will also continue discus-
sion on the dress code policy 
during this time. 

People can email com-
ments about either policy to 
sccomments@ware.k12.ma.us 
if they are unable to attend the 
hearing. 

Attendance policy 
for athletes

Whitham said the doc-
ument that was distributed 
to committee members sev-
eral meetings ago regarding 

attendance does not state 
that attendance in school is 
required of an athlete the day 
of a sporting event in order to 
participate. She said it only 
references attendance being 
required in order to go to 
school dances. 

She said according to 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, the stu-
dent must be in school for the 
majority of the day in order to 
participate in a sporting event. 

“That policy does exist, 
it’s just not reflected in our 
specific policy, nor is it being 
enforced,” Whitham said. 

Whitham said it is the 
committee’s job to make sure 
the policy is clearly stated. 

Budget update
Andy Paquette of TMS, 

Inc. said there are two weeks 
remaining of fiscal year 2025, 
and things are trending favor-
ably.

Winslow asked if new 
positions have been added 
into the fiscal year 2026 bud-
get. Paquette said the FY 26 is 
a level service budget.

“Any of these new posi-
tions that have been poten-
tially discussed; the fund-
ing is going to have to come 
from somewhere,” he said. 
“When we do our rebuild of 
the budget, there might be 
some reductions elsewhere to 
either make it balance, and/or 
we end up using more of our 
reserves.”

Paquette said the budget is 
rebuilt in the new fiscal year 

with personnel changes that 
occur.

Civics discussion
Teacher Wayne Blais said 

a government and civics class 
is offered to students in grades 
nine through 12 on a yearly 
basis. He said students take 
an introductory level to civ-
ics prior to taking the civics 
portion of the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System test in eighth grade. 

Blaise said himself and the 
other teacher in his depart-
ment have pushed to offer the 
class for years and they are 
happy that it is now available 
to students. He said the high 
school offers world history, 
U.S. history one and two and 
government and civics. 

“The fact that it’s offered 
now is huge,” Blaise said of 
the government and civics 
class.

Blaise said he and the other 
teacher also teach psycholo-
gy and sociology classes on a 
rotational basis. 

Banner advertising
Frank Bateman, a parent 

who volunteered to research 
the costs of banner advertising 
at the football field, said he 
has reached out to three dif-
ferent vendors and will com-
pile the information once he 
receives it and forward it to 
the School Committee. 

Bateman said he will also 
send his recommendations for 
changes to the banner adver-
tising policy. 

RESIGNATION from page 1

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The Brookfields Lions 
Club has awarded 10 schol-
arships totaling $2,500 to 
local high school graduates, 
according to club president, 
William Cass.

Each year,  the Lions 
award scholarships of up 
to $500 to students who 
live within the club’s ser-
vice area, and attend one 
of five local high schools: 
D a v i d  P r o u t y  H i g h 
School,  Spencer;  North 
Brookfield High School, 
North Brookfield; Quabbin 
Regional  High School , 
Barre; Quaboag Regional 
High School, Warren, and 
Tantasqua Regional High 
School, Sturbridge. 

“This year, the club’s 
s cho la r sh ip  commi t t ee 
awarded scholarships of 

$250 each to ten area stu-
dents,” said Cass.

Alicia Sauvageau and 
Makenzie Morin ,  both 
of East Brookfield, are the 
recipients from David Prouty 
High School. 

Alicia  is  the daugh-
ter of Kayleen and Jason 
Sauvageau. She will be 
attending the University 
of  Connect icut ,  Storrs , 
Connecticut, with a major 
in nursing with an empha-
sis on neonatal or pediatric 
intensive care. Makenzie is 
the daughter of Sarah and 
Eric Moring. She will be 
attending Collectiv Academy, 
Worcester with a focus on 
cosmetology and esthetics.

Scholarship recipients 
from North Brookfield High 
School are Dayton Ford and 
Anthony Polanco. 

Dayton is the son of Jade 
and Channing Ford. He will 
be attending Assumption 
University, Worcester where 
he will study biotechnology 
and engineering. Anthony is 
the son of Mandy Tetreault 
and Mario Polanco. He will 
be attending Russell Sage 
College, in Albany, New 
York, where he will study 
criminal justice and forensic 
science.

Two scholarships were 
awarded to graduates of 
Quabbin Regional High 
School from New Braintree. 

S a m a n t h a  C a r l s o n , 
daughter of Darcy and John 
Carlson, will be attending the 
UMass Amherst, where she 
will study biology. Nathan 
Pride, son of Jason Pride 
and Stacie Pride, will attend 
Renssalaer  Polytechnic 

Institute, Troy, New York, 
where he will study business.

Both scholarship recip-
i e n t s  f r o m  Q u a b o a g 
High School live in West 
Brookfield. 

Falon (Jordan) Rice, 
daughter of Kelly Rice, 
will attend the University 
of Maine at Orono, Maine, 
where she plans to major 
in English with the goal 
of becoming a high school 
English teacher.  Joshua 
Learning, son of Lindsay 
Yeager, will also attend the 
University of Maine and 
plans to major in psychology 
and theatre.

Jackson Landine and 
Anthony R. Fazzuoli are the 
scholarship recipients from 
Tantasqua Regional High 
School. 

A resident of Brookfield, 

Jackson is the son of Kelly 
and Jeff Landine. He will be 
pursuing a degree in finance 
and accounting,  with a 
minor in computer science, 
at the University of Rhode 
Island, Kingston, Rhode 
Island. Anthony is the son of 
Despina and John Fazzuoli 
of West Brookfield. He will 
be attending UMass Amherst 
with a major in biology and 
a minor in psychology on a 
pre-med track.

To be el igible for  a 
Brookfields Lions Club 
scholarsh ip ,  appl icants 
must be a resident of one 
of the Brookfields or New 
Braintree. 

The student’s high school 
guidance director  must 
include the student’s class 
rank and sign the appli-
cation, and the completed 

application must be submit-
ted before the high school’s 
spring break. To receive the 
scholarship, recipients must 
demonstrate that they are 
enrolled as a full-time col-
lege student and have earned 
passing grades.

As the world’s largest, 
youngest and most active 
service organization, the 
mission of Lions Clubs 
International is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their 
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage 
peace, and promote inter-
nat ional  understanding. 
Members of the Brookfields 
Lions Club are dedicated to 
service and support in the 
communities of Brookfield, 
East  Brookfield,  North 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, 
and New Braintree.

Brookfields Lions Club awards scholarships to graduates
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have control of these funds, 
is really hurting our town,” 
Bourcier said. 

H o s p i t a l  R e v i e w 
Committee Chair Howard 
Trietsch said the commit-
tee went to various foun-
dations with the Friends of 
Mary Lane Hospital to look 
at options for the trust when 
Baystate Health closed Mary 
Lane Hospital. 

“That’s when we decid-
ed that these were a good 
group of people,” he said of 
the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts. 
“So, the Hospital Committee 
looked at it and said this 
is our best bet, assuming 
Baystate gives it up.”

Trietsch said the letter 
received by the Selectboard 
“was a little bit premature” 
and Baystate Health’s new 
administration had devel-
oped a new plan for bringing 
healthcare back to the area 
with the use of the trust as 
seed money. 

“They have a real plan to 
bring this back,” he said. 

Trietsch said Baystate 
Health will submit an appli-
cation to open the healthcare 
site when they know the trust 
funds will be available. He 
said the site being opened 
depends on Baystate Health 
being the beneficiary of the 
trust and being guaranteed 
funds every year.

“That’s the only plan that 
we have right now that will 
bring healthcare back to 
Ware,” Trietsch said. “That’s 
what we fought for, for four 
years…they need that money 
for seed money.”

Trietsch also addressed 
discussion of a federally 
qualified healthcare center 
coming to town and taking 
over the Mary Lane Hospital 
site. He said money for these 
centers has been frozen by 
the federal government.

“There is no money…
they’re cutting out all this 
money for federally qualified 
healthcare,” he said.

Bourcier questioned why 
the town would want money 
to go to Baystate Health 
when it has already failed to 
provide access to healthcare 
in town. 

Open meeting 
law complaint

The Selectboard reviewed 
an open meeting law com-
plaint filed by Bourcier. In 
her complaint, Bourcier said 
a vote to support Baystate 
Health’s proposal for a 
healthcare site was not listed 
on the agenda. 

Bourcier’s complaint also 
states that a petition was 
being submitted by residents 
to ask the board to reverse 
the vote. 

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot addressed the com-
plaint and said that this topic 
was listed on the agenda as 
an executive session discus-
sion.

Talbot explained the open 
meeting law, and when exec-
utive sessions are appropri-
ate, including for discussion 
of strategy with respect to 
litigation. This reason was 
posted in the meeting agenda 
that Bourcier filed her com-
plaint about. 

“This purpose allows the 
board to discuss strategy with 
respect to litigation that is 
pending or clearly or immi-
nently threatened,” she said. 

Talbot said the minutes 
from the executive session 
meeting will be released after 
review. The Selectboard will 
discuss the action taken in 
that executive session meet-
ing in public session during 
its July 1 meeting. 

The Selectboard voted 
to submit this resolution to 
Bourcier’s complaint to the 
Attorney General. 

Gates on rail trail
Selectboard Vice-Chair 

Josh Kusnierz read a letter 
he drafted regarding concerns 
related to misuse of the Mass 
Central Rail Trail in the area 
of Oakridge Circle. 

These concerns include 
unauthorized motor vehicle 
use, people leaving the trail 
and trespassing in residents’ 
yards and unleashed dogs 
that harass livestock. 

“While the rail trail is a 
great asset for those who use 
it appropriately, residents 
have expressed concerns 
about its misuse and the neg-
ative impact on the quality of 
their life,” he said.

Kusnierz recommended 
installing gates and bollards 
to block motor vehicles. He 
also requested that Oakridge 
Circle residents be invited 
to a Selectboard meeting to 
discuss these concerns and 
potential solutions. 

Talbot said she would like 
to hear input from the res-
idents to reach a solution. 
The discussion will be added 
to the agenda for the July 1 
Selectboard meeting.

Town Manager’s report
Town Manager Stuart 

Beckley said the Senior 
Center will be open as a 
cooling center during the 
anticipated heat wave.

Beckley said accessibility 
improvements to the play-
ground at Grenville Park has 
been completed including 
parking, pathways and a new 
pavilion. Benches have also 
been installed, and picnic 
tables will be placed under 
the pavilion. 

Beckley said materials 
have been ordered to con-
struct bathrooms at the park, 
using grant funds. 

He announced that the 
Ware Lions Club will be 
holding concerts in the park 
on Thursdays evenings, 
weather permitting.

Beckley said the town 
has hired a consultant to act 
as interim director of the 
Department of Public Works 
while they seek a full-time 
candidate for the positions. 
He said the consultant is 
working one day a week on 
Tuesdays.

Beckley said the Fire 
Department has hired an 

assistant and the Police 
Chief and HR Director are 
reviewing applications for 
the newly funded Police 
Department assistant posi-
tion. He said the town has 
filled a vacancy at the waste-
water treatment plant and is 
also interviewing candidates 
for the Facilities Manager 
position which has been 
vacant since February.

H e  s a i d  t h e  F i r e 
Department is also applying 
for a Staffing for Adequate 
F i r e  a n d  E m e r g e n c y 
Response Grant to pay for 
two firefighters for the next 
three years. He said it’s a 
highly competitive grant and 
many communities are apply-
ing for it.

Beckley said the Fire 
Department has received this 
grant three times in the past 
and has been able to retain 
the positions created with it. 

He said Memorial Field 
will be closed for the remain-
der of the year to address turf 
issues. During this time, the 
field house will be renovat-
ed to make the bathrooms 
handicapped accessible and 
change the interior for the 
storage/team space as well.

Beckley congratula t -
ed Quabbin Health District 
employee Betty Barlow who 
recently retired after serving 
for 26 years. 

Abatement request
A Highland Street resident 

requested a sewer abatement 
for water that was used to fill 
a swimming pool, and did 
not enter the town’s wastewa-
ter system.

Beckley said the appli-
cant was requesting a sewer 
abatement in the amount 
of $98.32. The Selectboard 
voted in favor of granting the 
abatement. 

Public hearing on license
The Selectboard sched-

uled a public hearing on Aug. 
19 to review G&G Medical’s 
license for storing flamma-
bles. The provider of the 
storage tanks removed them 
from the property two years 
ago. 

The business has not been 
in operation for about three 
years and owes the town 
back taxes in the amount of 
$19,454.66 and is currently 
in tax title. 

Visit from Lafayette
Historical Commission 

member Kathleen Galford 
said on June 14, they wel-
comed  a  r eenac to r  o f 
Revolutionary War General 
Lafayette on the 200th anni-
versary of his visit to Ware 
in 1825.

“It went very well despite 
the weather,” she said. 

She thanked the staff 
at Ware Public Schools for 
their help in planning the 
event. She also thanked 
the American Friends of 
Lafayette, the Gill resident 
who provided his horses and 
buggy to transport Lafayette, 
the Weir River Concert 
Band, the School Committee, 
Eagle Hill School for pro-
viding costumes, and Mark 
Schneider, who portrayed 
Lafayette.

Galford also thanked 
everyone who attended and 
Stanley Ciukaj from Ware 
Community Television for 
recording and broadcasting 
the event.

Appointments
The Selectboard made 

the following appointments: 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act  Commiss ion,  Ruth 
McGrath;  Conservat ion 
Commission, Dennis Cote 
and Kristen Rosenbeck; 
Council on Aging, Ginger 

Ziglar Thomas; Finance 
Committee, SK Robinson; 
and Historical Commission, 
Claudia Kadra and Wanda 
Mysona

Talbot listed the cur-
rent vacancies on vari-
ous boards and commit-
tees: ADA Commission, 
t w o  o p e n i n g s  ( t h r e e -
year terms); Agricultural 
Commission, two openings 
(three-year terms); Board 
of Registrars, one open-
ing (Democrat); Capital 
P l ann ing  Commis s ion , 
t w o  o p e n i n g s  ( t h r e e -
year terms); Community 
Development Authori ty, 
th ree  openings  ( th ree-
year terms); Conservation 
Commission, one opening 
(three-year term); Council 
on Aging, three openings 
(three-year term); Finance 
Committee, one opening 
(three-year term); Historical 
Commission, one open-
ing (three-year term); Open 
Space Committee, two open-
ings (three-year terms); 
Tax Increment Financing 
Authori ty,  one opening 
(three-year term); Youth 
Committee,  three open-
ings (three-year terms); and 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
two openings (three-year 
terms).

Those interested in these 
vacancies can submit appli-
cations to the Selectboard’s 
office. 

Resignation 
and appointment

The Selectboard accepted 
the resignation of Board of 
Assessors member Theodore 
Balicki and the appointment 
of a new member will be 
made at an Aug. 6 joint meet-
ing between the boards.

Talbot thanked Balicki for 
his many years of service to 
the town.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
 from page 1 Lions Club 

hosts 
Concerts in 
the Park 

WARE – The Ware 
Lions presents Concerts 
in the Park on Thursday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. in Grenville Park, 73 
Church St.

Admission to concerts 
is free and concerts are 
weather dependent.

Concert dates include 
June 26, Torie Jock & 
Damage Control; July 
10, The Willies; July 17, 
Bed by Ten; July 24, The 
Legends Show featuring 
A Neil Diamond Tribute 
“Forever Diamond” and 
A Tribute to Dolly Parton 
and A Tribute to Barry 
White & Lionel Richie; 
July 31, Bigelow; and 
Aug. 7,  Cobblestone 
Road.

During each concert, 
the Ware Lions will have 
a concession stand selling 
hot dogs, chips, popcorn 
and beverages. Raffle 
tickets for prizes will also 
be available.

Funding for the con-
certs is provided with 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  B r a d 
M a t t h e w  J e w e l e r s , 
Wes t fie ld  Bank ,  S t . 
Germain Insurance Inc., 
B’leaf Wellness Centre, 
Monson Savings Bank, 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, Country Bank, Nat 
Falk Men’s Clothing, L. 
Sidur & Son Inc., Rolla 
Motor  Pa r t s  NAPA, 
Cluett’s, Quabbin Wire 
& Cable Co., Jeffery & 
Jeffery Inc., Moulton 
Insurance and It’s Wine 
O’clock.
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HARDWICK – The South 
Barre Rod & Gun Club host-
ed its annual Mark Blanchard 
Memorial Car Show & BBQ 
this past weekend.

This was the third time 
the club has hosted this great 
event in memory of Mark 
Blanchard, a longtime mem-
ber of the South Barre Rod & 
Gun Club. 

In addition to cars, the 
club provided a delicious 
chicken BBQ meal. Over 200 
chickens were cooked out-
side as guests lined up to eat. 

This annual car show 
takes place every year on 
Father’s Day weekend. This 
year, about 20 cars were fea-
tured during the car show. 
Karen Blanchard, the wife of 
Mark, was joined by many 
car collectors and enthusiasts 
who enjoy cars and brought 
many vintage cars for this 
year’s memorial car show. 

Running the car show 
alongside Blanchard were 
Stanley Miknaitis and Dave 
Altobelli. This group enjoys 
cars and runs car shows 
together throughout the 
region. Miknaitis brought 
a couple vintage cars of his 
own, including a red 1964 
Ford Falcon Futara. 

For Miknaitis, collect-
ing and fixing vintage cars 
is a hobby and he has been 
involved in car shows since 
1997. His journey into being 
around cars started when he 
came across a 1964 Falcon 
that was about to be demol-
ished. After taking it off 

the truck, withing an hour, 
Miknaitis got it running. 

Having a car in his pos-
session gave him a project to 
do and soon that one project 
became a hobby. 

“I’ve met a lot of peo-
ple and got more friends 
involved,” Miknaitis said. 

Miknaitis has gone to 
national car shows all over 
the United States. The second 
car he brought was a 1965 
Ford two door Wagon. What 
makes this vehicle rare is 
only 4,800 were ever made. 

Miknaitis will be attending 
another car show later this 
year that is hosted by the 
Barre Lions Club on Sept. 6 
on the Barre Common. 

In addition to vintage 
cars, there were also vin-
tage pickup trucks as well. 
One of the oldest trucks on 
display during the annual 
Mark Blanchard Memorial 
Car Show was a 1955 Red 
Chevrolet Pickup. Many 
guests got to tour around the 
back field of the South Barre 
Rod & Gun Club to see these 

vintage cars and the owners 
were there to present some 
information. 

The event also featured 
music and a raffle where 
guests can try to win some 
cool basket prizes. Under the 
pavilion was a beautiful sign 
made in memory of Mark 
Blanchard. 

The South Barre Rod & 
Gun Club is located at 2626 
Barre Road. Visit www.
southbarrerodandgunclub.
org or follow the club on 
Facebook for future events. 

Memorial car showhonored longtime club member
This 1964 Ford Falcon Futara is owned by Stanley Miknaitis. This 1974 Dodge Challenger is owned by Mike Hebert. 

A 1955 Red Chevy Pickup truck with its engine being 
shown as well. 

Stanley Miknaitis is shown alongside a 1965 Ford Two 
Door Wagon; a rare vehicle. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The South Barre Rod & Gun Club hosted the 3rd Annual Mark Blanchard Memorial Car 
Show this past weekend. Shown is a sign made in honor of Mark, who was a longtime 
member of the club.

A yellow Dodge Challenger was parked in the back field of the South Barre Rod & Gun Club.

A model of a Ford Falcon was placed in 
front of the actual Ford Falcon.
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MONSON – After a win to start the 
summer season. Monson Legion Baseball 
Post 241 has had four straight losses. 
Monson Legion, which includes play-
ers this season from Monson, Palmer, 
Pathfinder, Ware, and this season, Quaboag 
high schools, suffered a close 8-7 defeat 
against Wilbraham, then lost 7-1 to 
Belchertown and 7-3 to Sheffield. This 
week, Monson legion is on the road in the 
Berkshires. Their games this week are at 
Pittsfield, Greenfield, and North Adams. 
They return home and host Longmeadow 
next Monday, June 30.

Monson Legion Monson Legion 
has tough stretchhas tough stretch

LEFT: Hunter 
Griswold fields 
a grounder.

Matthew Santos sends a 
throw across to first base.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Miguel Velasquez makes the play at second. Brayden Mega got the start for Monson Legion against Wilbraham 

last Monday evening.

BARRE – Earlier 
this month, Quabbin 
R eg i o n a l  M i d d l e 
School closed out its 
baseball season with 
a home game. The 
Panthers, which fea-
tures players in sixth 
through eighth grade, 
got an opportunity 
to play on Quabbin’s 
high school varsity 
field to close the sea-
son. 

Middle School baseball 
closes seasoneason

A throw to catch an attempted base stealer.

The throw 
comes back in

 from the outfield.

Here is a play at home.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
A pickoff attempts at third base.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—People’s 
Bank, who captured the last 
eleven Tri-County League 
championship titles, and the 
St. Joesph’s Baseball Club 
are scheduled to face each 
other four times during the 
regular season.

The first two meetings on 
the baseball diamond were 
won by People’s Bank with-
out very much trouble.

A week after defeating 
St. Joe’s, 13-3 at Mackenzie 
S t a d i u m  i n  H o l y o k e , 
People’s Bank celebrat-

ed a 6-1 road victory at St. 
Joe’s Park in Thorndike, last 
Friday night.

“This is a very big win 
early season win for us 
against St. Joe’s, who’s cur-
rently in first place,” said 
People’s Bank player/man-
ager Joe Ferry. “I thought our 
pitching and defense was the 
difference in tonight’s game. 
We also had some timely 
base hits.”

People’s Bank, who had 
two games postponed last 
week, had a perfect 4-0 
record following the road 
win, while St. Joe’s had a 5-2 
record.   

Each of the five Tri-
County League teams gets 
two points for a victory and 
one for a tie. 

“We always want to beat 
People’s, but they’re a very 
veteran team and we have a 
bunch of younger players,” 
said St. Joe’s player/manag-
er Brian Hayes, who shares 
the coaching duties with Paul 
Marcinek. “They don’t swing 
at many bad pitches. They 
also don’t make very many 
mistakes defensively.” 

People’s Bank jumped out 
to a 2-0 lead against St. Joe’s 
lefthander Jackson Petrin in 
the top of the first inning.

Petrin, who was a senior 
on the Pope Francis base-
ball team this past spring, 
tossed a two-hitter against 
Minnechaug Regional in the 
Western Mass. Class A finals, 
which was held at Mackenzie 
Stadium on May 27. He 
didn’t have the same kind of 
success in his start against 
People’s Bank. 

With one-out in the open-
ing frame, second baseman 
Dave Clark (3-for-3) lined 
a single down the right 
field line. First baseman 

Gaines shines for PeoplesBank in win over rival St. Joe’s

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BURLINGTON,  VT. 
—Not very much went the 
right way for the Western 
Mass.  Pioneers against 
Vermont Green FC in the 
first match-up of the regu-
lar season between the USL 
League-Two rivals. 

Vermont Green scored 
a goal at the end of both 
halves leading to a 2-0 shut-
out over the Pioneers before 
2,500 enthusiastic soccer 
fans at Virtue Field, which 
is located on the University 
of Vermont campus, last 
Tuesday night.

“I thought we played 

well, but we just couldn’t 
put our chances away,” 
said Pioneers head coach 
Federico Molinari. “They did 
put their chances away.”

The Pioneers had a 5-1-2 
record following the road 
loss.

Vermont Green (6-0-1) 
took over sole possession of 
first place in the Northeast 
Division. 

S i n c e  j o i n i n g  U S L 
L e a g u e - Two  i n  2 0 2 2 , 
Vermont has finished in third 
place behind the Pioneers in 
the league standings. 

The overall series record 

Western Mass. Pioneers 
suffer rare league loss

Augustine Boadi hustles up the field.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Gustavo Barbosa traps the ball and heads up the field.
Please see PIONEERS, 

page 12

Please see TRI-COUNTY, 
page 13
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Trevor Millet

Millet was one of five season to 
play in his final games with Ware 
baseball, which made it deep into 

the state tournament.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.
com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD 
– The Wednesday Night 
Summer League is halfway 
done, and Sophia’s Raiders 
remains in first place.

Sophia’s Raiders leads in 
first place with a record of 
46-10. Close behind in sec-
ond place is Gutter Dolls 
with a record of 40-16. 
Gutter Snipes are in third 
place with a record of 34-22. 

Dur ing week seven, 
the Rolling Stones bowled 
against the Gutter Dolls. 
In game one, Gutter Dolls 
defeated Rolling Stones by a 
score of 428-418. 

In game two, Rolling 
Stones bounced back with 
a victory of their own, 448-
429. Brett Green of the 
Rolling Stones bowled a 107 
in game two. 

In game three, Gutter 
Dolls won by a score of 440-

426. The final score was 
1297-1292 in favor of Gutter 
Dolls. 

Kristen’s Squad bowled 
against No Shows. In game 
one, Kristen’s Squad won 
the first game by a score 
of 463-426. Bob Button of 
Kristen’s Squad started the 
match with a 115 opening 
game. 

In game two, No Shows 
defeated Kristen’s Squad 
by a score of 471-454. 
Steve Swistak of No Shows 
bowled a 119 as his son, 
Pete Swistak, bowled a 112. 

In game three, Kristen’s 
Squad won the last game by 
a score of 461-454. Steve 
Swistak finished strong with 
a 127 and had a three-game 
series of 342. 

The final score was 1378-
1351 in favor of Kristen’s 
Squad. 

Gutter Snipes bowled 
against Gutter Fingers in 
week seven. In game one, 
Gutter Fingers won a close 
game by a score of 420-417. 
In game two, Gutter Snipes 
won by a score of 440-424. 

In game three, Gutter Sniped 
lost by one point to Gutter 
Fingers, 424-423. 

Gutter Snipes won total 
pinfall by a final score of 
1280-1268. 

The  #1  seed  t eam, 
Sophia’s Raiders, bowled 
against Straight Shooters 
this past week. In game one, 
Sophia’s Raiders won by 
one point, 445-444. 

In game two, Straight 
Shooters took the lead by 
winning game two, 471-
457. Phil Clough of Sophia’s 
Raiders bowled a 114 and 
Sophia Hearnlaye bowled a 
111. 

In game three, Sophia’s 
Raiders won the last game 
by a score of 452-409. 
Clough bowled another 114 
and had a series of 333. 
The final score was 1354-
1324 in favor of Sophia’s 
Raiders, who hope to remain 
in first place the rest of the 
summer league. There are 
seven weeks left of league 
candlepin bowling for the 
Wednesday Night Summer 
League at Bogey Lanes. 

Candlepin League News�

between the two clubs is now 
tied 3-3-1. Three of the seven 
matchups ended 1-0. 

In  the  second meet-
ing of last season, Vermont 
made the trip south on Rte. 
91 needing to defeat the 
Pioneers to qualify for the 
league playoffs. They got the 
job done with a 3-1 victory.

Their first meeting of 
2024, which was played at 
Virtue Field, finished in a 
scoreless draw.

The last time the Pioneers 
celebrated a victory over 
Vermont Green was a 1-0 
home shutout in the sec-
ond meeting of the 2023 
campaign. The lone goal of 
that match was scored by 
Mamadi Jiana, who played 
soccer at Chicopee High 
School, and is still a member 
of the Pioneers. He also plays 
for the men’s soccer team at 
Bryant University.

The Pioneers had a cou-
ple of scoring chances during 
the first half of last Tuesday’s 
match.

In the eighth minute, 
Robbie Lyons fired a shot 
from the top of the box, 
but Vermont goalie Niklas 
Herceg managed to make the 
save.

A little more than ten min-
utes later, a Lyons free kick 
sailed wide

Herceg made another 
save following a shot attempt 
from Augustine Boadi during 
the 32nd minute.

Vermont Green took a 1-0 
lead 11 minutes later.

The scoring play began 
with Stephane Njike send-
ing a crossing pass into the 
box from the left side. Then 
Joseph Picotto flicked a shot 
into the back of the net past 

Western Mass goalie Cam 
Hall. 

The Pioneers had an 
opportunity to score the tying 
goal in 52nd minute when 
Boadi sent a pass to Lyons, 
but his shot went over the 
crossbar.

In the 73rd minute, Jared 
Smith’s free kick just missed 
going into the net. 

With the Pioneers still 
trailing by a goal late in the 
second half, Vermont goalie 
Niklas Herceg received a yel-
low card from referee Elvis 
Jandric.

Molinari thought his team 

should’ve been given a free 
kick following the card, but 
the referee gave the home 
team a goal kick instead.

“It should’ve been a free 
kick for us because the ref-
eree gave their goalie a yel-
low card,” Molinari said. 
“The referee made a mistake 
and it’s a very tough loss for 
loss.”

Following the match, 
Molinari and several of the 
Pioneers got into a heated 
argument with Jandric in the 
middle of the field. 

The home team sealed 
their victory when Hall 
attempted to make a diving 
save on a shot taken by Tyler 
Trimnal. The ball bounced 
away from the Pioneers 
keeper and Njike put the ball 
into the back of the net send-
ing the Vermont Green sup-
porters into a frenzy.

The Pioneers did get back 
into the win column follow-
ing a 2-0 win against the 
Boston Bolts. 

The Pioneers goals were 
scored by Jorge Veintimilla 
and Jiana.

The  second  meet ing 
between Vermont Green and 
Western Mass. is scheduled 
to take place at Lusitano 
Stadium on July 11. It’s also 
the regular season finale for 
the Pioneers.

PIONEERS from page 11

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Mamadi Jiana runs down the loose ball.

M O N T P E I L E R ,  V T 
– Last Sunday, The Valley 
Blue Sox had a great 
night  at  the plate 
against the Vermont 
M o u n t a i n e e r s . 
Valley’s desig-
nated hi t ter, 
S e b a s t i a n 
Mexico, had 
h imse l f  ye t 
another great 
game. Mexico went two for 
four with one RBI, a walk 
and had himself a nice home 
run. He is third in the entire 
New England Collegiate 
Baseball League with an 
impressive batting average 
of .389 and has three home 
runs on the year.

Blue Sox First baseman 
Gavin Schrader also had 
himself a great game going 
three for five at the plate 
with two RBIs.

Vermont started the game 
off strong, scoring two runs 
in the bottom of the first 
thanks to Mountaineers 
designated hitter Griffin 
Brown’s sac-fly to score 
right fielder Sam Gates. 
The second run scored from 
Conlan Daniel’s stealing 
home on a wild pitch thrown 
by Ethan Slowik. 

The Blue Sox got the 
bats rolling to answer in the 
top of the second thanks to 
catcher Cade Carr crushing 
a home run to make it 2-1. 
Valley was able to score in 
the top of the third again 

thanks to third baseman 
Mike O’Conor’s triple and 

Schrader’s single 
to drive O’Conor 
in to tie it all up at 
2-2.

Mountaineers’ 
s h o r t s t o p 

T h o m a s 
Schreck gave 

Vermont the 
lead back 3-2 

in the bottom of the fourth 
by stealing home on a wild 
pickoff attempt to first base 
from Blue Sox’s pitcher Jake 
Andrews. 

Valley’s right fielder Clay 
Burdette was hit by a pitch 
with two outs in the top of 
the fifth inning. O’Conor 
stepped up to the plate and 
doubled off the center field 
fence and the speedy right 
fielder for the Blue Sox 
scored to tie the game at 
three apiece.

Designated hitter Mexico 
saw the perfect pitch in the 
top of the seventh inning and 
crushed his third home run 
of the year to give the Valley 
a 4-3 lead. Second baseman 
Michael Elko and Burdette 
walked as the momentum 
started to shift drastical-
ly. Elko seized his oppor-
tunity to score by stealing 
second, third and home. 
O’Conor got on base due to 
a throwing error made by 
the Mountaineers. Schrader 
came back up to the plate 
locked in to hit a single to 

score Burdette to make it 
6-3. 

L e f t  f i e l d e r  M i k e 
Lucarelli hit a nice single 
to load the bases backup 
for the Blue Sox. Shortstop 
Kai Cunningham walked 
with the bases loaded to 
score O’Conor. Schrader 
then scored on a wild pitch 
to make it 8-3. Mexico then 
walked for Valley to load the 
bases again. Elko came back 
up to the plate and walked 
to make it 9-3. Burdette 
crushed a ball into the out-
field to make it 11-3 but 
Elko got tagged out trying to 
get to home base to end the 
offenses’ explosive inning. 
The Blue Sox scored eight 
runs in the top of the seventh 
inning to shift the tide of the 
game.

A new pitcher for Valley 
came into the game to start 
in the bottom of the seventh, 
Jack Niedringhaus, and he 
only allowed one run in the 
inning to keep it 11-4. 

The eighth inning did 
not see any scoring chang-
es as both defenses played 
efficiently well. In the top 
of the ninth Chris Walsh was 
able to score for Valley to 
make it 12-4 to end the half 
inning. Andrew Jergins start-
ed in the bottom of the ninth 
inning for the Blue Sox 
and closed the game out by 
allowing no runs in the last 
inning. The final score was 
12-4 in favor of Valley.

Valley Blue Sox defeats Vermont

BROOKFIELD – The 
Committee for Ecology 
and Social Action of the 
B r o o k f i e l d  U n i t a r i a n 
Universalist  Church is 
sponsoring a clothing drive 
through Helpsy, the larg-
est clothing collector in the 
Northeast. 

Tex t i l e  was t e  i s  a 
fast-growing problem and 
occupies nearly 5% of all 
landfill space, but 95% of 
unwanted clothing can be 

reused, repurposed, or recy-
cled. Only 15% currently is. 

On July  12-19,  the 
chu rch  w i l l  be  open 
between 3-7 p.m. so you 
can bring your old cloth-
ing (including slips, bras, 
underwear, socks) and cer-
tain other acceptable items, 
such as shoes, accessories 
(including hats, bags, belts, 
scarves and jewelry), lug-
gage, stuffed animals and 
linens (including sheets, 

blankets, curtains, table lin-
ens and quilts). 

All items in any condi-
tion are acceptable if they 
are clean, dry, and odorless. 

The Brookfield Unitarian 
Universalist  Church is 
located at 9 Upper River St. 
on the Brookfield Common, 
near the junction of Route 9 
and Route 148.

For more information, 
contact Barbara Hale at blh.
buuc@gmail.com.

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church clothing drive
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Computer 

manufacturer
  5. Noted space 

station
  8. Kurt Russell film 

“Captain”
 11. Automaton
 13. Everyone has one
 14. Incline from the 

vertical
 15. Fights
 16. Dunn & Bradstreet 

(abbr.)
 17. Finishes off
 18. Places to store 

things
 20. Dutch painter 

Gerard __
 21. Smaller quantity
 22. There’s a North, 

South and Central 
of these

 25. In an early way
 30. More spacious
 31. Short-term 

memory

 32. One who 
possesses

 33. Sesame 
 38. Forbid
 41. A way to explain
 43. Not around
 45. Evoke or suggest
 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 49. Dekameter
 50. Fencing sword
 55. “Luther” actor 

Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)
 57. Afflicted
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Arabic name
 62. Hong Kong food 

stall: __ pai dong
 63. Not the start
 64. Post

CLUES DOWN
  1. Creative 

expression

  2. Fiber from the 
outer husk of a 
coconut

  3. City in ancient 
Syria

  4. College army
  5. More disturbed
  6. Pays no attention 

to
  7. Restored
  8. Competitions
  9. Lyric poems
 10. Famed American 

lawman
 12. Expression of 

disappointment
 14. Scars
 19. Satisfy
 23. Central European 

river
 24. Brass instrument
 25. One who gets paid 

to perform
 26. Propel with oars
 27. Long period of 

time
 28. Woman (French)

 29. Type of plane 
 34. Pitching stat
 35. Pointed end of a 

pen
 36. Pro sports league
 37. Body part
 39. Inoffensive
 40. Yellowish cotton 

cloth
 41. Feline
 42. Does not tell the 

truth
 44. Set out to attract
 45. Spiritual leader 

of a Jewish 
congregation

 46. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

 47. Repair
 48. Genus of flowering 

plants
 51. Tributary of the 

High Rhine
 52. Prejudice
 53. C. European river
 54. Restrain
 58. FatherPUBLISHES AUGUST 7, 2025

Attention all 
businesses 

in Ware, 
Warren and 
Hardwick!

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Ware River News
All local businesses are invited to showcase 

themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 
from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

JULY 30

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $55  
3”x 5” ad  $80

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

 ESTABLISHED

1991

Jim Regin, Owner
19 Church Street

Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6651
Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Auto Service & Repair • Towing

Off The Main Street Memories

Kyle Platner followed with 
a ground ball single up the 
middle into center field put-
ting runners at the corners. 
Platner moved into scoring 
position on a wild pitch. 
Catcher Frankie Ferrentino, 
who’s a first-year player, 
drove home both runners 
with a bloop single to center.

Ferrentino is a member of 
the Merrimack College base-
ball team. 

Petrin retired the next 
two batters on a foul pop-
up caught by third baseman 
Jacob Petrin and a strikeout. 

St Joe’s threatened against 
People’s Bank lefty Danny 
Gaines, who’s from Holyoke, 

with one-out in the bottom 
half of the first inning. Jacob 
Petrin (2-for-4) began the 
rally with an infield hit and 
right fielder Pat Fitzgibbons 
drew a walk. Gaines escaped 
further trouble by getting 
the next batter to hit into an 
inning ending double play.

A f t e r  n e i t h e r  t e a m 
scored in the second inning, 
People’s Bank centerfielder 
Seth Allen hit a groundball to 
the third baseman leading off 
the third inning. He wound 
up at second base following 
a throwing error. A Clark 
pop-up single to center and 
a walk by Platner loaded the 
bases. 

The visitors, who had 
seven base hi ts  in  the 

game, took a 3-0 lead when 
Ferrentino was hit by a 
pitch. Then right fielder 
Cam Rivest, who’s the varsi-
ty baseball coach at Ludlow 
High School, hit a sacrifice 
fly scoring another run.

St. Joe’s broke the ice an 
inning later.

Fitzgibbons, who hit a 
hard ground ball into left 
field leading off the fourth 
inning, scored when cen-
terfielder Aaron Little, who 
played baseball at Ludlow 
High School, hit a sacrifice 
fly.

Second baseman Nate 
Carillon continued the St. 
Joe’s rally with a walk and 
catcher Bobby Trigilio was 
hit-by-a-pitch loading the 

bases with one-out. Just like 
they did in the first and third 
innings, People’s Bank ended 
the inning with a double play.

“Our defense was awe-
some tonight,” Ferry said. 
“We turned three double 
plays early in the game.” 

Gaines,  who al lowed 
one run on three hits in four 
innings, was relieved by 
fellow lefty James Flahive, 

who’s normally a starter, at 
the start of the fifth inning.

“Danny has been one of 
our top starting pitchers for 
a very long time,” Ferry said. 
“It’s still early in the sea-
son and we knew he could 
give us at least four strong 
innings.”

Flahive, who threw 70 
pitches over the final three 
frames, was credited with the 

win. He didn’t allow any runs 
on two hits.

People’s Bank final two 
runs were scored in the fifth 
and sixth innings on sacrifice 
flies from designated hitter 
Johny Gegetskas and Platner. 

The third meeting of the 
regular season between the 
two teams was scheduled 
to be played at Mackenzie 
Stadium on Tuesday night.      

Please see T-BIRDS, page 16

TRI-COUNTY from page 11

sports

SOUTHWICK – Since 
1976, the intimate, serpen-
tine layout of Southwick, 
Massachusett’s iconic The 
Wick 338 has provided the 
most unique and grueling 
challenge in American moto-
cross. Nestled behind the 
American Legion outpost for 
which it is named, amidst 
a sea of trees and the near-
by Great Brook, the hidden 
gem is a pillar of the global-
ly prestigious Pro Motocross 
Championship and has a 
legacy that spans nearly five 
decades. On Saturday, June 
28, the 44th running of the 
Cres tv iew Cons t ruc t ion 
Southwick National will see 
the town of Southwick will 
become the global epicen-
ter of the motocross world, 
as the most legendary race 
teams and an international 
contingent of the fastest rac-

ers on the planet converge on 
Western Massachusetts for 
the ultimate battle of man and 
machine at the “moto sand-
box.”

With its one-of-a-kind rac-
ing surface, endless stream of 
flowing turns, and an undu-
lating terrain that is surround-
ed by spectators, The Wick 
338 stands alone in the world 
of motorsports. It is rare to 
find a racetrack of such glob-
al significance, with such a 
rich history seamlessly inter-
woven into the communi-
ty that surrounds it, but the 
embrace of this summer tra-
dition has become a fixture of 
Southwick living and an eco-
nomic boon for the Hampden 
County town. Hundreds of 
racers, race team personnel, 
event staff, and race fans from 
across New England will 
make the journey to Western 

Massachusetts for an action-
packed day of racing that will 
play a pivotal role in the quest 
to crown champions.

With legendary track ele-
ments like Jo Jo’s Powerslide 
and Buckley Berm, The Wick 
338 has long put riders to the 
ultimate test. The ever-chang-
ing sand means the track is 
constantly evolving, getting 
rougher and tougher as the 
day wears on and is usual-
ly complemented by elevat-
ed summer temperatures and 
humidity, adding another 
layer to an already monu-
mental task. Despite its chal-
lenges, it’s a race all athletes 
want to win and those who 
have prevailed on these hal-
lowed grounds take immense 
pride in knowing they earned 
that success. For spectators, 
there’s simply nothing like 
it, as virtually every vantage 

point provides spectacular 
visuals and puts fans on top 
of the action.

T h e  P r o  M o t o c r o s s 
Championship compris-
es 11 rounds of competi-
tion amongst the most high 
profile superstars of motor-
cycle racing, like American-
born champions Eli Tomac 
and Chase Sexton, as well 
as championship-winning 
Austral ian phenom Jet t 
Lawrence, Spaniard world 
champion Jorge Prado, and 
many more. The series will 
visit 10 different states from 
late May to late August, visit-
ing the most hallowed venues 
in racing with legacies that 
span upwards of five decades. 
In the end, a pair of athletes 
will emerge with the sport’s 
most distinguished title, cel-
ebrated as an AMA National 
Champion.

Motocross Nationals return to WMass this weekend
LUDLOW – The Lions 

Pride Sports Clinics return 
this summer with a dynam-
ic l ineup of programs 
designed to support youth 
athletic development, foster 
sportsmanship, and prepare 
athletes for competitive 
success. Hosted at Ludlow 
High School, the clinics 
will run from late June 
through August and include 
offerings in basketball, soc-
cer, volleyball, beach vol-
leyball, athlete preparation, 
and track & field.

With a strong roster of 
experienced coaches and 
a focus on skill-building, 
these clinics provide ath-
letes from kindergarten 
through 12th grade with 
opportunities to grow in 
a fun, supportive environ-
ment. Registration is now 
open.

Summer 2025 
Clinics include:

Basketball Clinic
Grades: 1st–9th
Coach: Tim Brillo
Dates: July 7–11 | 9 a.m. 

to 12 noon
Fee: $100

Soccer Clinics
Session 1 & 2

Ages: 5–12
Coach: Greg Kolodiezy
Session 1: June 23–27 | 

9 a.m. to 12 noon
Session 2: July 21–25 | 9 

a.m. to 12 noon
Fee: $100 per session

High School Volleyball
Grades: 10–12
Coach: Ethan Campbell
D a t e s :  J u n e  2 4 –

August 14 | Tuesdays and 
Thursdays | 6 to 8 p.m.

Fee: $200

Volleyball Basics
Grades: 7–9

Coach: Ethan Campbell
Dates: July 8–August 14 

| Tuesdays and Thursdays | 
4 and 6 p.m.

Fee: $200

Beach Volleyball
Grades: 10–12
Coach: Ethan Campbell
D a t e s :  J u n e  2 4 –

August 14 | Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (6 to 8 p.m.), 
Sundays (10 a.m. to 12 
noon)

Fee: $350

Athlete Prep
Grades: 8–12
Coach: Brian Walsh
Dates: June 23–August 7
S e s s i o n s :  M o n d a y 

and Thursday at 8 a.m., 
Monday and Wednesday at 
10 a.m.

Schedule subject  to 
change

Fee: $130

Youth Track and Field
Grades: K–8
Coaches: Brian Walsh
Dates: June 30–August 

11 | Mondays | 5 to 6:30 
p.m.

Fee: $100
All sessions will be held 

at Ludlow High School, 
featuring high-quality facil-
ities and a supportive envi-
ronment for young athletes 
to learn and grow.

Sports clinics return

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds are 
proud to announce the return 
of the T-Birds Community 
Caravan ,  wi th  suppor t 
from  MassMutual, marking 
the third annual summer tour 
designed to bring the excite-
ment of Thunderbirds hock-
ey to communities across the 
region.

This year’s Caravan will 
include three stops through-
out the Greater Springfield 
area during the summer 
months, continuing the ini-
tiative’s mission to keep the 
T-Birds top-of-mind in the 
offseason while deepening 
the team’s connection to 
local families and fans. This 
summer’s Caravan dates are 
as follows:

• Saturday, July 19 - 
Sonny’s Place, Somers, CT 
- 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

• Saturday, August 9 - 
Amelia Park Ice Arena, 
Westfield - 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. *

* T h e 
Westfield 
Community 
Caravan will 
also feature the 
annual T-Birds 
Street Hockey 
Tournament on the outdoor 
deck hockey court at Amelia 
Park. The Street Hockey 
Tournament features teams 
of players ages 9-12. To reg-
ister your team, click here. 

“After a fantastic contin-
uation of the program last 
summer, we’re thrilled to 

bring back the Caravan and 
keep building on its suc-
cess,” said Thunderbirds 

President Nathan Costa. 
“We’re equally excit-
ed to welcome back 

MassMutual 
as  a  partner 
and thank them 
fo r  embrac -

ing o u r  m i s s i o n 
of being champions in the 
community beyond the 
Thunderdome.”

Each free-to-attend event 
will  feature appearanc-
es by Thunderbirds mascot 
Boomer, team staff, and 
a lively mix of interactive 
games, street hockey, fam-

ily-friendly activities, and 
local vendors. Fans can also 
enjoy delicious food options, 
with each Caravan date spot-
lighting a local nonprofit 
beneficiary, helping to raise 
awareness and support for 
impactful community orga-
nizations.

“We’re  de l igh ted  to 
support  the Springfield 
Thunderbirds not only on 
the ice but also through-
out the local community,” 
said  Dennis Duquette, head 
of community responsibili-
ty at MassMutual and pres-
ident of the MassMutual 
Foundation.  “Their caravan 
provides terrific activities for 
local kids and families, and 

T-Birds bringing back Community Caravan
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2024 CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT 
WARE WATER DEPARTMENT • Ware, Massachusetts • PWS ID# 1309000

This report is a snapshot of the drinking water quality that we provided last year. Included are details about where 
your drinking water originates, what it contains, and how it compares to state and federal standards. 
We are committed to providing you with this information because informed customers are our best allies.

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM INFORMATION
Address: 4½ Church St., Ware, MA 01082 • Contact Person: Edgar Sykes, Chief Water Operator
Telephone #: 413-967-9620 Ext - XXX • Email: dpwwater@townofware.com • www.townofware.com
Water System Improvements
Our water system is routinely inspected by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). 
MassDEP inspects our system for its technical, financial, and managerial capacity to provide safe drinking water to 
our customers. To ensure that we provide the highest quality of water available, your water system is operated by 
Massachusetts certified operators who oversee the routine operation of our system.
Opportunities for Public Participation
If you would like to participate in discussions regarding your water quality, you may attend the regularly scheduled 
Select Board meetings for information. The meeting dates are posted on the Town’s website.

YOUR DRINKING WATER SOURCE
Where Does My Drinking Water Come From?
Your water is provided by the following sources listed below: The Town of Ware is served by six (6) groundwater 
supplies at two (2) source locations. The Barnes Street source consists of four (4) gravel-packed wells that 
discharge into a large diameter cistern constructed in the 1890’s. The cistern is also an active source of water 
supply. The Barnes Street wells are located in the central section of the distribution system along Muddy Brook. 
Well #5 consists of a single gravel-packed well located off Gilbertville Road, near the northeastern border of Ware 
and the Town of Hardwick.
Source Name MassDEP Source ID# Source Type Location of Source      
Well, #’s 1 thru 4 130900-01G, 02G, and 04G Groundwater Barnes Street Wellfield
Well, #5 1309000-03G Groundwater Gilbertville Road
Is My Water Treated? 
The Ware Water Department makes every effort to provide you with safe and pure drinking water. To improve the 
quality of the water delivered to every customer, Potassium Hydroxide is added to the water to adjust the water to a 
non- corrosive pH above 7.0. This makes the water neutral or slightly alkaline. Testing throughout the water system 
has shown that this treatment has been effective at reducing residual lead and copper concentrations.
The Ware Water Department uses Sodium Hypochlorite (Chlorine) as its disinfectant. Disinfection with chlorine has 
been proven effective at ensuring that water is free of harmful organisms and is safe to drink.
Our water system makes every effort to provide you with safe and pure drinking water. The water quality of our 
system is monitored by our licensed operators and MassDEP to determine if further treatment may be required.
Water quality testing results show that the well water needs to be treated to continue to meet MassDEP goals. 
To improve the quality of the water, our system is working towards installing treatment facilities to remove iron 
and manganese. The Water Department is exploring funding sources for an economical solution to proceed with 
construction of these improvements.
How Are These Sources Protected?
While the Ware Water Department’s source susceptibility ranking is listed as High the Town has adopted protective 
bylaws and purchased properties that have been identified as risks.
MassDEP has prepared a Source Water Assessment Program (SWAP) Report for the water supply source(s) serving 
this water system. The SWAP Report assesses the susceptibility of public water supplies.
What is My System’s Ranking?
A susceptibility ranking of high has been assigned to the system using the information collected during the 
assessment by MassDEP.
Where Can I See The SWAP Report?
The complete SWAP report is available at the Water Department Office and online at 
https://www.mass.go v/service-details/the-source-water-assessment-protection-swap-program. 
For more information, call the DPW Water Office, 413-967-9620.
What Are the Key Issues For Our Water Supply?
The SWAP Report notes the key issues of fertilizers, pesticides, underground storage tanks, and the transportation 
corridors runoff, for the water supply protection area for Wells #’s 1,2,3, 4, 5 and the Cistern. The report commends 
our water system on taking an active role in promoting source protection measures through the adoption of 
protective bylaws, protective inspections, and knowledge of the Zone II protection areas.
What Can Be Done To Improve Protection?
The SWAP report recommends:
 • Extension of Sanitary Sewer Lines within the source water protection areas.
 • Develop and implement a wellhead protection plan,
Our public water system plans to address the protection recommendations by:
 • Updating the Wastewater Treatment Plant to be able to accept additional areas of the service area.
 • Updating the wellhead protection plan
Residents can help protect sources by:
 • Practicing good septic system maintenance
 • Supporting water supply protection initiatives at the next town meeting
 • Taking hazardous household chemicals to hazardous materials collection days
 • Contacting the Water Dept. or Board of Health to volunteer for monitoring or education outreach to schools
 • Limiting pesticide and fertilizer use, etc.

SUBSTANCES FOUND IN TAP WATER
Sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally- 
occurring minerals, and in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants - such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants - such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban 
stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, and farming.
Pesticides and herbicides - which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater 
runoff, and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants - including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of 
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and 
septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants - which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) and 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) prescribe regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in 
water provided by public water systems. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health (DPH) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that must provide the same 
protection for public health.
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno- 
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and some infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care 
providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines on lowering the risk of infection by 
cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426- 
4791).
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing. The Ware Water Department is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, 
you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using 
water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water 
tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) –The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs 
are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) –The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Action Level (AL) – The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements that a water system must follow.
90th Percentile – Out of every 10 homes sampled, 9 were at or below this level.
Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL) – These standards are developed to protect the aesthetic 
qualities of drinking water and are not health based.
Unregulated Contaminants – Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking 
water standards. The purpose of unregulated monitoring is to assist EPA in determining their occurrence in drinking 
water and whether future regulation is warranted.
Massachusetts Office of Research and Standards Guideline (ORSG) – This is the concentration of a chemical 
in drinking water, at or below which, adverse health effects are unlikely to occur after chronic (lifetime) exposure. If 

exceeded, it serves as an indicator of the potential need for further action.
Treatment Technique (TT) – A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
Running Annual Average (RAA) – The average of four (4) consecutive quarterly data.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) – The highest level of a disinfectant (chlorine, chloramines, 
chlorine dioxide) allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary 
for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) – The level of a drinking water disinfectant (chlorine, 
chloramines, chlorine dioxide) below which there is no known expected risk to health. 
MRDLG’s do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Level 1 Assessment – A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and 
determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.
Level 2 Assessment – A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential 
problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria 
have been found in our water system on multiple occasions.
ppm = parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/l)
ppb = parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (ug/l)
ppt = parts per trillion, or nanograms per liter
pCi/l = picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity)
NTU = Nephelometric Turbidity Units
ND = Not Detected
N/A = Not Applicable
mrem/year = millimrems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body)

WATER QUALITY TESTING RESULTS
What Does This Data Represent?
The water quality information presented in the table is from the most recent round of testing done in accordance 
with the regulations. All data shown was collected during the last calendar year unless otherwise noted in the table.
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5. WATER QUALITY TESTING RESULTS

NOT 
REQUIR
ED IN 
2024

Date(s) 
Collected 90TH 

percentile
Actio
n 
Leve
l

MCLG
# of 
sites 
sampl
ed

# of sites 
above 
Action 
Level

Possible Source of 
Contamination

Lea
d 
(ppb
)

8/23/2023
- 
8/25/202
3

4.1 15 0
20 0 Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems; Erosion 
of 

natural deposits

Copp
er 
(ppm
)

8/23/2023
- 
8/25/202
3

0.176 1.3 1.3 20 0
Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems; Erosion 
of natural deposits; 

Leaching 
from wood preservatives

Regulated Contaminant

Date(s) 
Collected

Highe
st 

Result 
or 

Highe
st 

Runni
ng 

Avera
ge 

Detect
ed

Range 
Detected

MCL 
or 

MR
D L

MCLG 
or 
MRD
L 
G

Violatio
n (Y/
N)

Possible Source(s) of 
Contamination

Inorganic Contaminants

ANTIMONY 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.00
6

0.006 N
Discharge of 

petroleum 
refineries

ARSENIC 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.01
0

0.010 N
Erosion from natural 

deposits

BARIUM 11/28/2023 0.037
0.026- 
0.037 2 2 N

Discharge of drilling 
wastes; discharge 

from 
metal refineries; 

erosion of natural 
deposits

BERYLLIUM 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.00
4

0.004 N
Discharge from 

metal refineries; 
electrical, 

aerospace, and 
defense 
industries
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CADMIUM 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.00
5

0.005 N
Corrosion of 

galvanized pipes; 
erosion of natural 

deposits; discharge 
from metal refineries

CHROMIUM 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.10 0.10 N
Discharge from 

Steel & pulp mills; 
natural deposits

CYANIDE 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.2 0.2 N
Discharge from 

steel & metal 
factories; 

plastic & fertilizer 
factories

FLUORIDE 11/28/2023 ND
ND

4.0 4.0 N
Water additive that 
promotes strong 

teeth; erosion from 
natural deposits
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MERCURY 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.00
2

0.002 N
Erosion from natural 
deposits; Discharge 

from factories

NICKEL 11/28/2023 0.001
ND 
- 
0.00
1

0.1 0.1 N
Discharge from 

steel & metal 
factories

SELENIUM 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.5 0.52 N
Discharge of 

petroleum refineries; 
natural deposits

THALLIUM 11/28/2023 ND
ND

0.00
2

0.002 N
Leaching from ore 
processing sites

NITRITE (ppm) 11/28/2023 ND
ND

1.0 1.0 N
Runoff from fertilizer 
use; leaching from 

septic tanks; sewage; 
erosion of natural 

deposits

NITRATE (ppm) 11/5/2024 2.16
0.25- 
2.16 10 10 N

Runoff from fertilizer 
use; leaching from 

septic tanks; sewage; 
erosion of natural 

deposits

Regulated Contaminant Date(s) 
Collected

Highe
st 

Result 
or 

Highe
st 

Runni
ng 

Avera
ge 

Detect
ed

Range 
Detected

MCL 
or 

MR
D L

MCLG 
or 
MRD
L G

Violatio
n (Y/
N)

Possible Source(s) of 
Contamination

PFAS Contaminants

PFAS6 ... (ppt) 7/17/2024 7.08 ND- 
7.08 20 N/A N

Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials. Additional 
sources include the 
use and disposal of 
products containing 
these PFAS, such as 
fire-fighting foams.

View from Anderson Road Water Tank Ware, MA 

Report is available at the following locations:TownWareWaterH
Ware Town Hall at 126 Main St. • Ware Post Office at 165 West St. • Ware Public Library at 37 Main St.
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COMPLIANCE WITH DRINKING WATER REGS
Does My Drinking Water Meet Current Health Standards?
We are committed to providing you with the best water quality available. We are proud to report that last year 
your drinking water met all applicable health standards regulated by the state and federal government.
Samples analyzed for Total Trihalomethanes (THM’s) and Haloacetic Acids (HAA’s) were taken at required dates 
and times in accordance with MassDEP’s Sampling Plan. Analyses indicated our water quality was well within 
required parameters.
Health Effects Statements
Total Coliform: Coliform bacteria are naturally occurring bacteria present in the environment. They are used as 
an indicator if other potentially harmful bacteria may be present in drinking water. 
Ware Water is required to maintain a chlorine residual of 0.80 mg/l in the finished water that leaves the 
treatment plant on Pleasant Street. This level of disinfectant is maintained to insure safe drinking water is 
delivered to customers throughout the distribution system.
System Exempt from Meeting Certain Requirements
The Ware Water Department is not exempt from meeting any drinking water requirements set by the MassDEP 
or the USEPA.

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATON
Do I Need To Be Concerned about Certain Contaminants Detected in My Water?
Ware’s drinking water contains concentrations of Manganese and Iron. Manganese is a naturally occurring 
mineral found in rocks, soil and groundwater, and surface water. Manganese is necessary for proper nutrition 
and is part of a healthy diet but can have undesirable effects on certain sensitive populations at elevated 
concentrations. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and MassDEP have set an aesthetics-
based Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL) for manganese of 50 ug/L (micrograms per liter), or 50 
parts per billion. In addition, EPA and MassDEP have also established public health advisory levels for Iron and 
Manganese. Drinking water may naturally have manganese and, when concentrations are greater than 
50 µg/L. When concentrations exceed these recommended levels, the drinking water may be discolored 
and taste bad. Over a lifetime, EPA recommends that people drink water with manganese levels less 
than 300 µg/L. Over the short term, EPA recommends that people limit their consumption of water with 
levels over 1000 ug/L, primarily due to concerns about possible neurological effects. Children up to 
1 year of age should not be given water with manganese concentrations over 300 ug/L. Formula for 
infants should not be made with water with concentrations of Manganese of greater than 300 ug/l for 
longer than 10 days.
See: https://search.epa.gov/
epasearch/?querytext=manganese+in+drinkig+water&areaname=&areacontacts=&arease 
archurl=&typeofsearch=epa&result_template=&referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.
gov%2Fhome%2Fpage-not- found#/
Sodium sensitive individuals, such as those experiencing hypertension, kidney failure, or congestive heart 
failure, should be aware of the sodium levels where exposures are being carefully controlled.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATON
Cross-Connection Control and Backflow Prevention
The Ware Water Department makes every effort to ensure that the water delivered to your home and business 
is clean, safe and free of contamination. Our staff works very hard to protect the quality of the water delivered 
to our customers from the time the water is extracted via deep wells from underground aquifers or withdrawal 
point from a surface water source, throughout the entire treatment and distribution system. But what happens 
when the water reaches your home or business? Is there still a need to protect the water quality from 
contamination caused by a cross-connection? If so, how?
What is a cross-connection?
A cross-connection occurs whenever the drinking water supply is or could be in contact with potential sources 
of pollution or contamination. Cross-connections exist in piping arrangements or equipment that allows the 
drinking water to come in contact with non-potable liquids, solids, or gases (hazardous to humans) in event of a 
backflow.
What is a backflow?
Backflow is the undesired reverse of the water flow in the drinking water distribution lines. This backward flow 
of water can occur when the pressure created by equipment or a system such as a boiler or air-conditioning is 
higher than the water pressure inside the water distribution line (back pressure), or when the pressure in the 
distribution line drops due to routine occurrences such as water main breaks or heavy water demand causing 
the water to flow backward inside the water distribution system (back siphonage). Backflow is a problem that 
many water consumers are unaware of and a problem that each and every water customer has a responsibility 
to help prevent.

What can I do to help prevent a cross-connection?
Without the proper protection something as simple as a garden hose has the potential to contaminate or pollute 
the drinking water lines in your house. In fact, over half of the country’s cross-connection incidents involve 
unprotected garden hoses. There are very simple steps that you as a drinking water user can take to prevent 
such hazards, they are:

• NEVER submerge a hose in soapy water buckets, pet watering containers, pool, tubs, sinks, drains, or 
chemicals.

• NEVER attach a hose to a garden sprayer without the proper backflow preventer.
• Buy and install a hose bibb vacuum breaker in any threaded water fixture. The 

installation can be as easy as attaching a garden hose to a spigot. This inexpensive 
device is available at most hardware stores and home-improvement centers.

• Identify and be aware of potential cross-connections to your water line.
• Buy appliances and equipment with backflow preventers.
• Buy and install backflow prevention devices or assemblies for all high and 

moderate hazard connections.
If you are the owner or manager of a property that is being used as a commercial, industrial, or institutional 
facility you must have your property’s plumbing system surveyed for cross-connection by your water purveyor. 
If your property has NOT been surveyed for cross-connection, contact the Ware Water Department to schedule a 
cross- connection survey.

WATER CONSERVATION
In an effort to conserve water and save money, the following is a list of things you can do:
Indoor Water Use

• Check toilets for leaks by adding food coloring to the Tank. If a toilet is leaking the color will appear in 
the bowl within 15 minutes.

• Inspect the overflow pipe in the toilet tank. The water level should be at least a half inch below the 
top of the pipe. Repair dripping faucets and showerheads. A drip rate of one drop per second can 
waste more than 3,000 gallons of water per year.

• Limit the length of your showers to 5 minutes of less.
• Stop running water while you are shaving or brushing your teeth. Don’t use running water to thaw 

meat or frozen foods.
• Run the dishwasher only when it is fully loaded.
• Run your washing machine with full loads whenever possible.

Outdoor water Use
• Look for sprinklers that produce droplets, not mist, or use soaker hoses or trickle irrigation for trees 

and shurbs. Water early in the morning or late at night.
• Spread a layer of mulch around trees and plants.
• Use a broom, not a hose, to clean driveways, decks, and sidewalks. Don’t leave the water running 

while washing your car.
News
Hydrant flushing is conducted twice a year, in the Spring and the Fall. Information on the flushing program can 
be found on the Town’s website: www.townofware.com, in the DPW section.
The Ware Water department has recently completed the installation of a full-scale SCADA monitoring system 
which allows us to both monitor and address issues with water pressure, chemical imbalance, tank level, and 
well functionality in a quicker and more responsive matter. This allows the water operators greater control and 
monitoring capabilities over the water distribution system.
Starting in the Fall of 2025, the Ware Water Department will begin a full rehabilitation project on the water 
Storage Tanks located on Church Street and Anderson Road. Both tanks will be drained, cleaned, treated, 
painted, and have mixers placed into them. The work being performed on the outside of the tank is being being 
done to improve the structural and aesthetic quality of the tank as well as updating certain safety features on 
the ladder and gang plank above the tank. The mixers are being added so that the town can continually move 
the water inside of the tank, hopefully eliminating some of the natural sediment build up that occurs over time 
in all water tanks. This work will begin on the Church Street Tank in the fall of 2025 and continue in the Spring 
of 2026 on the Anderson Street Tank.   
The water meter replacement program will continue throughout 2025. There is no charge to the customer for 
the upgraded meter. The new style meters have the advantage of keeping a profile of your past water usage. 
This profile can help determine if there is a leak present in your house.

  A picture of a 
hose bibb vacuum 
breaker is shown 

8

MERCURY 11/28/2023 ND
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Result 
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Highe
st 

Runni
ng 

Avera
ge 

Detect
ed

Range 
Detected

MCL 
or 

MR
D L

MCLG 
or 
MRD
L G

Violatio
n (Y/
N)

Possible Source(s) of 
Contamination

PFAS Contaminants

PFAS6 ... (ppt) 7/17/2024 7.08 ND- 
7.08 20 N/A N

Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials. Additional 
sources include the 
use and disposal of 
products containing 
these PFAS, such as 
fire-fighting foams.
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NMEFOSAA; PFTA; 
NETFOSAA; PFUNA; 
PF3OUDS; PFHPA; 
PF3ONS; PFDOA;  
PFTRDA; ADONA; 
PFDA; HFPO- DA; 
PFNA ... (ppt)

7/17/2024 ND ND 20 N/A N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials.

PFHXS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/2024 

2.44 
1.96

1.96
-2.4
4

100
00

10000 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

  PFHXA 1/22/24 
7/17/24 

ND 
1.43

ND-1.43 20 NA N

Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials.

PFOA (ppt) 1/22/2024 
7/17/24

1.07 
2.67

1.07
-2.6

7

400
0

0 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

PFOS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/24

3.46 
2.45

2.45
-3.4
6

400
0

0 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

PFBS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/24

ND 
2.82

ND-
2.82

N/A N/A N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

Volatile Organic Contaminants

Volatile 
Organic 
Contaminant
s

4/10/2024 ND ND N/A N/A N
Various; Runoff from 
herbicides; discharge 

from factories; leaching 
from soil; discharge 

from chemical 
producing factories
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Unregulated contaminants are those for which there are no established drinking water standards. The purpose 
of unregulated contaminant monitoring is to assist regulatory agencies in determining their occurrence in drinking 
water and whether future regulation is warranted. 

Regulated Contaminant

Date(
s) 
Collect
ed

Highe
st 

Result 
or 

Highe
st 

Runni
ng 

Avera
ge 

Detect
ed

Range 
Detecte
d

MCL 
or 

MR
D L

MCLG 
or 
MRD
L G

Violatio
n (Y/
N)

Possible Source(s) 
of 
Contamination

Disinfectants and 
Disinfection By-
Products
Total 
Trihalomethane

s (TTHM's) 

(ppb) Not 
required to 
test in 2024

8/8/2023 11.27
0.87- 
3.8 80 ---- N

Water additive used 
to control 
microbes

Haloacetic 

Acids (HAAS) 

(ppb)  
Not Required 
to test in 
2024

8/8/2023 3.2
ND-3.
2 60 --- N

Byproduct of 
drinking water 
chlorination

Chlorine (ppm) 

free, total, Monthly 1.16
0.02- 
1.16 4 4 N

Byproduct of 
drinking water 
chlorination

Perchlorate 7/22/2024 ND
ND 

0.050 NA N
Byproduct of 

drinking water 
chlorination
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Unregulated Contaminants Date(s) 
Collected

Result 
or 
Range 
Detecte
d

Average 
Detecte
d

SMC
L

ORS
G

Possible Source

Perfluorobutanesulfonic1 Acid 
(PFBS) - 

7/17/2024
2.82

2.82 N/A N/A Manmade chemical; used in 
products to make them stain, 
grease, heat and water resistant

Sodium (ppm) –  
(Not required to test in 2024)

11/28/202
3

18.5- 
33.5 26.0 N/A

20 Discharge from the use and 
improper storage of sodium 
containing de-icing compounds 
or in water-softening agents
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Secondary Contaminants Date(s) 
Collected

Result 
or 
Range 
Detect
ed

Avera
ge 
Detect
ed

SMCL ORS
G

Possible Source

Iron - Sample Site 10010 (mg/l) 1/22/2024 0.689 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

4/8/2024 0.425 0.48
6

7/22/2024 0.452

11/5/2024 0.378

Iron - Sample Site 10011 (mg/l) 4/8/2024 0.827 0.827 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

Iron - Sample Site RW3 (mg/l) 2/21/2023 0.716 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

4/8/2024 0.7 0.587

7/22/2024 0.556

11/5/2024 0.378

Iron - Sample Site RW6 (mg/l) 4/8/2024 0.811 0.811 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

Secondary Contaminants Date(
s) 
Collect
ed

Res
ult 
or 
Rang
e 
Detect
ed

Avera
ge 
Detect
ed

SMCL ORS
G

Possible Source

Manganese - Sample Site 
10010 (mg/l)

1/22/2024 
4/8/2024

0.015 
0.230

0.201

O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

7/22/2024 0.184

11/5/2024 0.378

Manganese - Sample Site 
10011 (mg/l)

4/8/2024 0.093 0.093 O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

Manganese - Sample Site RW3 
(mg/l)

1/22/2024 
6/26/2023

0.264 
0.262 0.248

O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

7/22/2024 0.251

11/5/2024 0.218

Unregulated contaminants are those for which there are no established drinking water standards. The purpose 
of unregulated contaminant monitoring is to assist regulatory agencies in determining their occurrence in drinking 
water and whether future regulation is warranted.

9

NMEFOSAA; PFTA; 
NETFOSAA; PFUNA; 
PF3OUDS; PFHPA; 
PF3ONS; PFDOA;  
PFTRDA; ADONA; 
PFDA; HFPO- DA; 
PFNA ... (ppt)

7/17/2024 ND ND 20 N/A N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials.

PFHXS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/2024 

2.44 
1.96

1.96
-2.4
4

100
00

10000 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

  PFHXA 1/22/24 
7/17/24 

ND 
1.43

ND-1.43 20 NA N

Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 
use of these PFAS, 
including production 
of moisture and oil 

resistant coatings on 
fabrics and other 

materials.

PFOA (ppt) 1/22/2024 
7/17/24

1.07 
2.67

1.07
-2.6

7

400
0

0 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

PFOS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/24

3.46 
2.45

2.45
-3.4
6

400
0

0 N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

PFBS (ppt) 1/22/24 
7/17/24

ND 
2.82

ND-
2.82

N/A N/A N
Discharges and 
emissions from 
industrial and 
manufacturing 

sources associated 
with the production or 

use of these PFAS

Volatile Organic Contaminants

Volatile 
Organic 
Contaminant
s

4/10/2024 ND ND N/A N/A N
Various; Runoff from 
herbicides; discharge 

from factories; leaching 
from soil; discharge 

from chemical 
producing factories

12

 

Secondary Contaminants Date(s) 
Collected

Result 
or 
Range 
Detect
ed

Avera
ge 
Detect
ed

SMCL ORS
G

Possible Source

Iron - Sample Site 10010 (mg/l) 1/22/2024 0.689 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

4/8/2024 0.425 0.48
6

7/22/2024 0.452

11/5/2024 0.378

Iron - Sample Site 10011 (mg/l) 4/8/2024 0.827 0.827 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

Iron - Sample Site RW3 (mg/l) 2/21/2023 0.716 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, corrosion 
of cast iron pipes

4/8/2024 0.7 0.587

7/22/2024 0.556

11/5/2024 0.378

Iron - Sample Site RW6 (mg/l) 4/8/2024 0.811 0.811 O.3 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

Secondary Contaminants Date(
s) 
Collect
ed

Res
ult 
or 
Rang
e 
Detect
ed

Avera
ge 
Detect
ed

SMCL ORS
G

Possible Source

Manganese - Sample Site 
10010 (mg/l)

1/22/2024 
4/8/2024

0.015 
0.230

0.201

O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

7/22/2024 0.184

11/5/2024 0.378

Manganese - Sample Site 
10011 (mg/l)

4/8/2024 0.093 0.093 O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

Manganese - Sample Site RW3 
(mg/l)

1/22/2024 
6/26/2023

0.264 
0.262 0.248

O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

7/22/2024 0.251

11/5/2024 0.218

13

Manganese - Sample Site RW6 
(mg/l)

4/8/2024 0.096 0.096 O.05 N/A Naturally occurring, 
corrosion of cast iron pipes

* EPA has established a lifetime Health Advisory (HA) for manganese of 0.3 mg/L and an acute HA at 1.0 mg/
L (Add health language listed below if detect is over 300 ppb )
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
AIR CONDITIONER. Keystone, large 
window/wall type with case. 12,000 BTU 
with remote, manual case. One owner 
617-717-4817.

TAG SALE
114 HENDRICK ST., CHICOPEE. 
Furniture, clothing, toys, auto parts, much 
more. Friday, June 27 thru Sunday, 
June 29, 10am-4pm. Rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more 

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall, 
painting and decks.. Competitive pricing. 
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** 
Specializing in shrub trimming,

pruning, design, deliveries, loader, 
backhoe,  insured. Professional.

Please call Bob (413) 537-5789 
(413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications 

for a FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com 
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

MULTI UNIT HOME, OAKHAM. Pay 
rent five years on time, live free forever. 
Pete 407-752-1499

SOUTH HADLEY - 6 room apartment in 
owner occupied duplex. Washer & dryer on 
premises. 2 off-street parking spaces. No 
smoking…no pets. Rent $1500.00/mo. plus 
utilities. Require 1st, last and security upon 
rental. Please call 413-533-4310 to set 
up appointment.

WANTED TO RENT
IF YOU HAVE A GARAGE to rent 
in Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley or 
Springfield please call Miguel 413-523-
6362.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, In observance of July 4th, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, July 3
Thank you!Thank you!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classifieds
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HELP WANTED XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXXHELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

WE’RE  HIRING!

SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED

*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description – 
Responsibilities and Duties:

• Answer phones
• Software proficiency
• Opening and closing store
• Handling customers
• Order stock
• Stock inventory and shelves,
• Schedule deliveries
• Dealing with cash
• Quoting material for jobs

$46.50

Wilbraham, MA-based co. seeks 

EXEC. VP OF TECH., 
BUS. ANALYSIS

to provide strategic insights for biz 
decisions, improve ops efficiency, en-
hance svc quality, & direct high-level 
ops to implement co.-wide tech pol-
icies to meet objectives. Position is 
100% remote [may work anywhere in 
U.S. mainland and/or territories]. Trav-
el: 20% to offices across central U.S. & 
east coast. Two roles avail.
REQ’D: U.S. Master’s in Data Analyt-
ics, Bus. Analytics, or Eng. (any field) 
+ 2 yrs of transp. industry-spec. exp.: 
dev. processes, policies, workflows 
for data mgmt. & tech integration 
org.-wide amid high acquisition ac-
tivity; creating programs to ensure 
end-user adoption of new tech; devel-
oping/implementing custom fleet sys-
tems-mgmt. code to boost efficiency; 
overseeing financial perf. drivers, KPI 
dev., & dashboard creation. F/T; pay 
$230,300–$262,000/yr. 

To apply with Van Pool, visit: 
https: / /gobeacon.wd1.my-
workday jobs .com/en -US /
beaconmobilitycareers/de-
tails/Executive-Vice-Pres-
ident-of-Technology--Busi-
ness-Analysis_REQ-2025-2733-1

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

we’re proud to be a part of 
it.”

The Springfield edi-
tion of the Caravan will be 
collecting donations ben-
efiting The Gray House. 
Among the requested items 
are baby food, diapers and 
wipes, school supplies, and 
non-perishable food items. 
The Thunderbirds will also 
be hosting food drives at the 
July and August Caravan 
stops. The July Caravan 
at Sonny’s Place will ben-
efit the Enfield Food Shelf 
in Connecticut, while the 
August Caravan in Westfield 
will collect items for the 
Westfield Food Pantry.

Add i t iona l  i n fo rma -
tion for all Community 
Caravans will be released 
in the coming weeks via the 
Thunderbirds’ website and 
social media channels.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion on upcoming events, 
including the Community 
Caravan, stay tuned to the 
T-Birds on social media 
@ T h u n d e r b i r d s A H L , 
or visit the Community 
T a b  o n  w w w .
SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.

T-BIRDS from page 13
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public notices
Ware 

Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, July 9, 2025 
at 6:30 PM pursuant to the Wet-
lands Protection Act, M.G.L. 131 
c40. The hearing will include 
consideration of a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) by Deborah Krainski, 
for removal of 3 pine. trees at 21 
Horseshoe Circle. Said hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082. 
To view application and related 
plans, Contact the Conservation 
office at 413-967-9648.

Pursuant to MGL Chapter4, 
Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web-
site:http://masspublicnotices.org. 
06/19, 06/26/2025

TOWN OF WARE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 22, Chapter 
166, of the General Laws, you 
are hereby notified that a JOINT 
public hearing will be held at 
the Ware Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA 01082, at 
6:50pm on July 15, 2025 on the 
petition of No#31080872, Old 
Belchertown Road to install 5 JO 
poles and wiring AND Petition 
of No#31080872, Old Belcher-
town Road to install 1 SO pole 
and wiring, along, under, or 
across one or more public way in 
the Town of Ware. Copies of the 
petition are available at the office 
of the Town Manager, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA.

All interested parties are invit-
ed to attend.

Nancy Talbot, Chair 
06/26/2025

Town of Warren
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with Massa-
chusetts General Laws Chapter 
166 Section 22, a public hearing 
for consent to install 1 SO Pole 
#6.1 approximately 600ft from 
the centerline of Southbridge 
on Cronin Rd. This hearing will 
be on Thursday, July 10, 2025, 
Shepard Building 48 High St. 
Warren, at 6:00PM.    

Richard Eichacker, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 

06/26, 07/03/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Jeffrey 
S. Vincent and Jessica L. Vincent 
to Beverly A. Allard dated Feb-
ruary 5, 2019 and recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 13194, Page 181 
of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 A.M. 
on Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 
267 Osborne Road, Ware, Mas-
sachusetts, all and singular the 
premises described in said mort-
gage,

To wit:
A certain parcel of land on 

the southerly side of Osborne 
Road designated as Parcel 1 on 
“Plan of Land in Ware owned by 
Leo G. and Carol M. Chenevert, 
O’Keefe Associates dated March 
14, 1983” recorded in Hampshire 
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
123, Page 79, bounded on said 
plan as follows:

BEGINNING at the northeast-
erly corner thereof in the south-
erly line of Osborne Road at the 
northwesterly corner of Parcel 2 
on said plan; thence South 36° 

07’ 23” East 300.59 feet along 
Parcel 2, other land now or for-
merly of John L. and Martha L. 
Szczepanek; thence South 11° 
04’ 37” West 345.19 feet along 
land now or formerly of Cecilia 
M. Smith to a point; thence North 
22° 56’ 02” West 368.33 feet 
along other land of the grantors 
to the southerly line of Osborne 
Road; thence North 62° 15’ 53” 
East 124.93 feet along Osborne 
Road to the place of beginning.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the Mortgagors herein 
by deed of Beverly A. Allard dat-
ed February 5, 2019, and record-
ed with the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
13194, Page 178.

Premises to be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the 
benefit of all rights, rights of 
way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, 
water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or 
liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and 
are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or 
not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens 
or encumbrances is made in the 
deed.

Terms of sale: A deposit of 
$10,000.00 by cash, certified or 
bank check will be required to 
be paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale.  This sale 
is subject to a 5% buyer’s premi-
um.  The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at the 
Mortgagee’s law offices within 
thirty (30) days from the date 
of sale.  Deed will be provided 
to purchaser for recording upon 
receipt in full of the purchase 
price. In the event of an error in 
this publication, the description 
of the premises contained in said 

mortgage shall control.
Other terms will be an-

nounced at the sale.
Beverly A. Allard,

Present holder of said 
mortgage,

By her Attorney,
Joseph J. Lange, Esq.

Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Suite 4

Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 420-4086 

06/12, 06/19, 06/26/2025

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3
– Thank you!

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

obituary

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

WARE –  Tamara  J . 
“Tammy” Letendre,  71, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Sunday 
evening,  June 
22, 2025, after 
a brief period of 
declining health.

Tammy was 
the heart of her 
family and com-
m u n i t y.  S h e 
leaves behind 
h e r  d e v o t -
ed husband of 
50 years, Leo 
F. Letendre; her daugh-
ter, Amber Letendre and 
her partner Christopher 
Hillebrand of Ware; her 
son, Adam Letendre and 
his partner Amanda Barton 
o f  Faye t t ev i l l e ,  Nor th 
Caro l ina ;  f ive  be loved 
grandchi ldren,  Andrew, 
Rowan, Emma, Ethan, and 
Valerie, who brought her 
endless joy. She is also sur-
vived by her sisters, Shayla 
Brunette and her husband 
Robert, and Grace Mitchell 
and her husband Robert, all 
of Ware; her brother, John 
Shoum and his wife Vicki of 
Houlton, Maine; and many 
dear friends whose lives she 
touched. 

She was born in Ware, 
the daughter of the late John 
A. Shoum and Donna (Via) 

G e r v a i s  a n d 
remained a proud 
lifelong resident.

Tammy was a 
graduate of Ware 
H i g h  S c h o o l . 
Even as a young 
girl, she showed 
a mix of strength 
and creat ivi ty. 
In her teenage 
years, she earned 
a brown belt in 

karate, a reflection of her 
quiet determination and con-
fidence. 

She was also deeply 
involved with the local Girl 
Scouts, always ready to pitch 
in and lend her time and tal-
ents. These early passions for 
helping others and challeng-
ing herself set the tone for a 
life filled with care, dedica-
tion, and strength.

Throughout  her  l i fe , 
Tammy wore many hats: 
devoted wife and homemak-
er, tireless volunteer, lov-
ing mom and grandmother, 
trusted friend. She worked in 
the food service industry at 
several local restaurants, and 
later with the Ware Public 

Schools, where she managed 
the cafeteria and cared deep-
ly for the students she served. 

Later, she transitioned 
into daycare work, providing 
warmth and care to countless 
children in the community.

Tammy’s life was defined 
by quiet joys and generous 
acts. She loved being out-
doors and found deep peace 
in nature. You could often 
find her on the back deck, 
no matter the season, feed-
ing the birds – especially her 
favorite hummingbirds – and 
watching the wildlife that 
wandered through the yard. 
She had a special love for 
dragonflies and a knack for 
finding four leaf clovers.  

To those who knew her, 
dragonflies now carry a 
new meaning; symbols of 
her enduring spirit, and the 
comforting reminder that she 
is never far away. She also 
had a deep love for fishing. 
It wasn’t unusual to spot her 
around town with a pole in 
hand and a tackle box in the 
back of her red truck, always 
ready to cast a line wherever 
the day took her.

She had a creative soul 
and a giving heart. Tammy 
had a knack for arts and 

crafts, always working on 
a new project with care and 
love. When she wasn’t cre-
ating with her hands, she 
was in the kitchen, baking 
cakes, rolls, and homemade 
treats, often for others and 
sometimes as part of her own 
small baking business.

Tammy will be remem-
bered for her deep love of 
family, her humor, her cre-
ativity, and the way she made 
everyone feel at home. Her 
absence leaves an immea-
surable void in the lives of 
those who loved her, but her 
warmth, her laughter, and the 
care she gave so freely will 
live on in all of us.

Calling hours will be 
held on Thursday, July 
3, 2025, from 4-6 p.m. at 
Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St., Ware.

An online tribute page is 
available at charbonneaufh.
com.

Tamara J. Letendre, 71 Death Notice
Letendre, Tamara J. 
“Tammy”
Died June 22, 2025
Services July 3, 2025

Ants on a Log 
performing at 
Ware Library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware 
Library, 37 Main St., is 
welcoming the musical 
group Ants on a Log this 
summer. 

Ants on a Log plays 
music for children and 
the young at heart. Their 
award-winning  mus ic 
centers around positivity, 
social justice, and silli-
ness. Humor and harmony 
comes together when Ants 
on a Log performs for you. 

Ants on a Log offers 
concerts and other cre-
ative content for commu-
nities and organizations. 
This program is generous-
ly funded in memory of 
Peggy Trombly. 

The music provided by 
Ants on a Log is inclusive 
and fun and leaves the 
audience feeling energetic, 
interactive, as the band per-
forms leaving children and 
adults in delight. 

Ants on a Log will be 
performing in the reading 
room of the Ware Library 
on Thursday, July 10 at 3 
p.m. Visit the library and 
come sing and dance with 
Ants on a Log. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

4TH OF JULY SALE!!!!
BEAT TARIFF INCREASES!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

1000’S OF APPLIANCE DEALS!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

West Brookfield, 
Ranch $386,000
Ranch w/water views of  
Lake Wickaboag in West Brookfield. 
This year around home has 3 
bedrooms & one bath.Many recent updates including: remodeled bath-
room, high efficiency hot water tank, HVAC system mini-splits, central 
air, electrical panel 200 amp,new electric rang & garage door motor. 
Detached one car garage. New Pellet stove in the living room for another 
heat source will remain. This Ranch affords you the one level living you 
have been looking for & Lake living you have been dreaming of.

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

PALMER, MA 
NEW LISTING - $325,000

Beautifully renovated single-family home, 
where modern updates meet everyday 
convenience. Turnkey property just minutes 
from the heart of Palmer. Located near local 
shops, restaurants, schools, and Baystate 
Wing Hospital; perfect for peace of mind 
and easy living. With fresh finishes throughout and quick access to major 
highways, everything you need is right at your fingertips!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 2 ............Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM JUNE 30 - JULY 15

B E L C H E RT O W N  – 
The rescheduled date for 
the Quaboag Valley Relay 
for Life (American Cancer 
Society) Craft Fair and 
Gift Basket Raffle has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, 
June 28, on the Belchertown 

Common from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.   The craft fair will 
have 100 crafters and ven-
dors present.   There will 
also be a Food Truck, Face 
Painting, and Balloon sculpt-
ing.  Come and see the many 
great local crafters. Still a 

few spots available if you are 
interested, please email Vicki 
at sv_jewelry@charter.net

Our Relay Gift Basket 
Raffle was also cancelled 
because of rain and thun-
derstorms and will be held 
during the Craft Fair at the 

old Town Hall on Park Street 
(right across the street from 
the common) from 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. There are well 
over 100 great baskets and 
gift cards. They will start the 
drawing at 2:30 and will be 
calling the lucky winners so 
they can pick up their bas-
kets. If you have any items 
you wish to donate for our 

basket raffle, please email 
ctellie@juno.com to make 
arrangements for pick-up. 
These are the   Relay’s two 
biggest fundraisers, and we 
are counting on our local 
people to come and support 
these events. We will have 
great weather and hope for 
lots of support.

Relay for Life craft fair and raffle is still on
The rain can’t stop the fundraising for those in need

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ware 
River News


