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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – To prepare for 
the upcoming celebrations of 
America250, a chicken BBQ 
fundraiser was held at St. 
Mary’s Parish this past week-
end. 

The chicken BBQ fund-
raiser was organized by mem-
bers of the town of Ware’s 

250th  U.S.  Celebra t ion 
Committee. Chair of the 
Committee, Nicole Croteau, 
said this was a big fundrais-
ing event to help support the 
full celebration and series of 
events that will take place in 
Ware to celebrate America’s 
birthday. 

Well over 100 tickets were 
sold for this fundraiser. 

Croteau and her fellow 
committee members were 

working during the event 
alongside members of the 
Knights of Columbus Ware 
Council 183. 

“They were very support-
ive of the event,” Croteau 
said. 

The Knights prepared the 
meals inside the kitchen of 
St. Mary’s Parish. The meal 
included BBQ chicken, baked 
potato, salad, dinner roll and 
a cookie for dessert. Guests 

had the option to dine at the 
Parish or take their meals 
home. 

The committee had mer-
chandise for sale, including 
America250 themed T-shirts. 
Information on how to order a 
shirt can be found on the town 
website, www.townofware.
com, or visit usa250ware.ite-
morder.com to place an order. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN –  Sen io rs 
gathered at Lucy Stone Park 
for the very first Summer 
Solstice Garden Party. 

As part of the celebra-
tion, seniors enjoyed a chick-
en BBQ meal, live music, 
balloon animals and cotton 
candy. June birthday cele-
brations also took place as 
over 50 seniors gathered on 
the beautiful grounds of Lucy 
Stone Park.

Council on Aging Director 
Sharon Meli shared that the 
purpose of having a Summer 
Solstice is to show the 
seniors what a lovely spot the 
park is after its recent revital-

ization. The town received a 
grant to renovate the grounds 
of Lucy Stone Park to make 
it into a visiting destination, 
which includes seniors.

“I had several of them tell 
me that they had no idea it 
was there, and how beautiful 
it is,” Meli said. 

The work was accom-
p l i s h e d  t h a n k s  t o 
Ti m  O ’ B r i e n ,  Wa r r e n 
Conservation, Warren’s Rural 
Improvement and numerous 
volunteers. 

“It is a lovely space,” 
Meli said. “It is a very spe-
cial park, and I am so happy 
the seniors enjoyed the day 
there.”

Lions Club kicks 
off summer series

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Last Thursday 
evening, the Ware Lions 
Club kicked off its summer 
Concerts in the Park series 
with a performance by local 
favorite, The Project.

Band members Cindy 
Colon, Rich Eichacker, Roc 

Goudreau, Tom Trudeau and 
Brad Willard played a variety 
of classic songs for the large 
crowd at Grenville Park, 73 
Church St.

The concert series contin-
ues on Thursday, July 9 start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. with Wicked 
Biscuit .  Other concerts 
include July 16, Bigelow; 
July 23, The Bridge; July 
30, Charlie Lask and Forever 
Diamond with special guest 
Jimmy Mazz and Aug. 6, 
Woodshed.

Admission to concerts is 
free and concerts are weather 
dependent. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The ArtWorks 
Gallery in Ware held an 
opening reception this past 
week for the new exhibit 
called LandEscape. 

The focus of this exhibit 
is artists thinking of a place 

where the natural or imag-
ined places are where you 
wish to be or actually escape 
to. 

“A place they’d like to 
escape to,” Joyce Eichacker 
said. 

Shona MacDonald was 
the juror for this exhibit, 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen recently com-
pleted Town Administrator 
James Ferrera’s annual per-
formance review, which will 
presented at the board’s July 
9 meeting.

The annual performance 
review evaluates the employ-
ee’s daily work activities 
and provides both positive 
recognition of the employ-
ee’s achievements, as well as 
feedback and suggestions for 
areas of improvement.

Performance dimensions 
are divided into seven cat-
egories, and the employ-

ee receives a number scale 
rating with 1 being “unsat-
isfactory” and 5 being “out-
standing.” Categories are 
Job Rela ted  Exper t i se ; 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
Customer Service; Quality 
of Work and Productivity; 
I n i t i a t i v e ,  C r e a t i v i t y 
a n d  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g ; 
Cooperation, Teamwork and 

Leadership; Dependability 
and Attendance; and Super-
visory/Staff Development.

This year, Ferrera received 
a cumulative score of 206 out 
of a possible 215, earning 
him an “outstanding” rating. 
His performance “consistent-
ly exceeds all exceptional 
standards.”

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board met on June 4 to hear 
a project proposal off West 
Street near Cumberland 
Farms. 

Michael Harris has talk-
ed about this project idea in 
the past with the Planning 
Board and provided a few 
updates about what’s hap-
pening near 193 West St. 

Harris provided some doc-
uments with improvements 
he’d like to make to the 
project. 

There is a wetland con-
cern in the area Harris is 
looking at and a survey 
is being done to deter-
mine the size. Once results 
are in, Harris will go to 
Conservation Commission 
and then present a plan to 
the Planning Board. 

Chicken BBQ fundraiser
held at St. Mary’s Parish

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
RIGHT: Claudia Kadra and Nicole 
Croteau of Ware’s 250th U.S. 
Celebration Committee helped out 
at the Chicken BBQ Fundraiser at 
St. Mary’s Parish.

Willow 
wore 
her 
red, 
white 
and 
blue 
beads.

Ferrera receives ‘outstanding’ rating
Selectmen complete TA’s annual performance review

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Rich Eichacker performed on guitar and Roc Goudreau on 
keyboard.

Concerts in the Park
Seniors enjoy Garden 
Party at Lucy Stone Park

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Chefs Donna and Paula were busy preparing the chick-
en BBQ meals. 

Planning Board hears 
project proposal

LandEscape opens 
at ArtWorks Gallery

Living 
Museum 

by 
Anastasia 

Brown-
Westphal 

is made
of acrylic 

and paper
 collage. 

Turley Photo by 
Ryan Drago

Please see GARDEN 
PARTY, page 8

Please see BBQ, page 7

Please see PROJECT, page 6

Please see CONCERTS, 
page 2

Please see FERRERA,
 page 3

Please see GALLERY, page 7
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

2023 showed Terry 
Ouellette and Marilyn 

Fisher sewing velvet 
hearts onto newly 

adopted Teddy bears 
at the Stone Church 

Cultural Center’s Teddy 
Bear Picnic.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

HELP WANTED
SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

Apply Now For September Employment
Prefer Local Person

Free Training
No Out Of Pocket Expense

High Wages

Drive your kids to School
Lizak Bus Service, Inc.

Warren, MA 413-436-5252

Sign On
BONUS!

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $285/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation • 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Alisyn Bruso 
named to 
President’s List 

N O RT H  A N D OV E R 
– Alisyn Bruso of Ware 
has been named to the 
President’s List at Merrimack 
College for the spring semes-
ter of 2026.

She is the daughter of 
proud parents Robert and 
Brandy Bruso of Ware. 

She  was  the  rec ip i -
ent of the 2025 Michael H. 
Deslauriers Scholarship.

A nursing major, Bruso 
will return to Merrimack in 
the fall where she is a mem-
ber of the Austin Scholars 
and serves as the Zeta Tau 
Alpha Sisterhood Chair. 

Submitted Photo

Ware Senior Center 
NEWS

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, 413-967-
9645, located at 1 Robbins 
Road, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, July 6

•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 
Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for an 
appointment.

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 

Tuesday, July 7
•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for an 
appointment.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise Class at 
Valley View Housing

•	 10 a.m. Council on Aging 
meeting. Open to the 
public.

•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 250th 

Independence/Birthday 
Party Lunch

•	 Call 413-967-9645 on 
Monday, July 6 by noon 
to be put on the list for 
lunch.

•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh

•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 
$3 per class.

•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 
at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, July 8
•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for an 
appointment.

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi 
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori

Thursday, July 9
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, July 10
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food 

Bank of Western MA 
Brown Bag Program

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, July 6
Stuffed Shells, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, July 7

U.S. 250th/Birthday Party
B a k e d  H a m  w i t h 

Pineapple Raisin Sauce, 
C a n d i e d  Ya m s ,  B a b y 
Carrots, Dessert of the Day 
and Music by Memory 
Lane courtesy of Friends of 
Ware Seniors, Inc.

Wednesday, July 8
Stuffed Peppers, Tossed 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, July 9

B r e a d e d  C h i c k e n 
Sandwich with Lettuce and 
Tomatoes, Potato Chips, 
Dessert of the Day

Friday, July 10
Baked Fish,  French 

Fries, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

U.S. Air Force 
band to perform 
on July 5

NEW BRAINTREE – The 
U.S. Air Force Heritage of 
America Band will perform 
under the newly built pavil-
ion on the town green on 
Sunday, July 5 at 2:30 p.m.

This free event is part of 
the town’s 275th and nation’s 
250th anniversary celebra-
tions organized by the 275th 
Anniversary Committee.

People are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs, blankets 
and snacks. 

The Ware River News 
will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this 
paper.  Correct ions or 
clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To 
reques t  a  cor rec t ion , 
send information to pouimette@turley.com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  Ware River 
News, Attn: Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.

The concert originally 
scheduled for Thursday, July 
2 (The 60’s Experience) has 
been postponed due to the 
extreme heat advisory. 

During each concert, the 
Ware Lions will have a con-
cession stand selling hot 
dogs, chips, popcorn and bev-
erages. Raffle tickets for priz-
es will also be available.

This year’s raffle includes 
a chance to win a $300 gas-
oline gift card to Brookside 
Mart on West Street. Tickets 
are $10 each and available 
at Thursday night concerts, 
from any Ware Lions Club 

member, or at 
Nat Falk Men’s 
C l o t h i n g  o r 
S t .  G e r m a i n 
Insurance.

The gasoline 
gift card win-
ning ticket will 
be  d rawn on 
Thursday, July 
30 .  P roceeds 
from this raf-
fle go to Lion’s 
charities. 

CONCERTS from page 1

The Project’s Tom Trudeau 
on bass and Brad Willard 
on drums, performed at 
the first concert in the 
Ware Lion Club’s Concerts 
in the Park series last 
Thursday at Grenville Park.

The Project’s 
singer Cindy 
Colon per-
formed at 
Grenville Park.

Turley Photos by
 Paula Ouimette
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TOWN OF WARE - WE NEED YOU!
Looking to Serve on a Board or Committee for the Town of Ware?

Your voice can make a difference!
➤ OPENINGS:
• Finance Committee/Advisory Committee (2) – review the Town budget, make recommenda-

tions to Town Meeting and Selectboard
• ADA Commission (5) – assist people with disabilities by making the town more accessible
• Agricultural Commission (1) – promote farming and farmers
• Board of Registrars (1-Democrat) – assist with elections and census
• Conservation Commission (1 Member & 2 Alternates) – care of wetlands and open space
• Council on Aging (3) – provide assistance and programs for senior citizens
• Open Space Committee (2) – work on open space protection and trails
• Planning Board (1 Alternate) – review plans for development and growth
• Tax Increment Financing Authority (TIF Committee) (1)
• Youth Committee (3) – improvements and activities for town youth
• Zoning Board of Appeals (1 Member & 1 Alternate) -review permits and building appeals

Applications can be found at: 
townofware.com/boardsandcommittees

Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSET 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

COMPUTER SECURITY
Need a secure password?

Been Phished? Fake emails?
Social Engineering - How to avoid!

What to do when you’re hacked
June 17 at 1 p.m.  $20 

Top Floor Learning Computer Lab

Starting April 8, tutors will be available 
from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

“I would like to thank the 
Board of Selectmen for their 
continued support and trust 
in my abilities as we work 
together to continue to move 
the town forward,” Ferrera 
said.

The Selectmen noted 
in Ferrera’s performance 
review that he does “beyond 
what’s expected” and that he 
“always represents the town 
well.” This includes his net-
working and collaboration 
skills with people in and out 
of town. 

Ferrera also received 
praise for his ability to work 
with the public and town 
employees and officials in a 
respectful manner.

“Jim is very skilled at 
being professional and cour-
teous…he embodies the 
role of a public servant,” the 
review stated. 

Ferrera’s  success  a t 
applying for and securing 
grants for the town was also 
highlighted as one of his 
strengths.

The Selectmen noted that 
Ferrera is creative in prob-
lem solving and takes initia-
tive to explore all options. 

“Jim strategically con-
siders matters and com-
bines his experience and 
insight to address issues,” 
the Selectmen stated in the 
review.

Ferrera also exhibits 
strong leaderships skills and 
is a role model for employ-
ees.

The  annua l  pe r fo r-
mance review also looks at 
Ferrera’s progress toward 
achieving his goals for the 
year. All five of his goals for 
fiscal year 2026 were suc-
cessfully achieved, accord-
ing to Board of Selectmen 
Chair Richard Eichacker.

Ferrera’s FY 26 goals 
included creating a task 
force to address the rising 
costs of utilities and insur-
ance to produce a report 
to the Selectmen and town 
meeting, procuring a vendor 
to refresh the town’s web-

site and manage its imple-
mentation, working with the 
Collins Center to perform 
a review of the town’s per-
sonnel bylaw and update the 
town’s human resources pol-
icies, continuing to address 
town building maintenance 
and improvements and con-
tinuing to provide training 
opportunities to assist with 
staff development.

His goals for FY 27 
include procuring a ven-
dor to replace the worn-
out Lexan glass windows 
at the Shepard Municipal 
Building and manage the 
project, working with the 
Board of Health to facil-
itate a discussion to get 

two res idents  current-
ly on well water to switch 
to town water for the pur-
pose of saving annual well 
monitoring fees incurred 
by the town, obtaining cer-
tification from the Small 
Town Administrators of 
Massachusetts as a cre-
dent ia led “Small-Town 
Administrator,” continuing 
to address town building 
maintenance and improve-
ment and providing training 
opportunities for staff to 
build upon staff develop-
ment.

FERRERA from page 1

community

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

WARE – The Community 
Deve lopment  Author i ty 
met last Monday to hear 
updates on the Community 
Development Block Grant, 
where a public hearing was 
held to make an amendment 
to the budget of the fiscal 
year 2025 grant. 

At the June 22 meet-
ing, Erica Johnson from 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission said four social 
service programs were award-
ed funding with the FY 25 
grant, but one of them would 
not move forward. 

According to the agenda 
posted on the website (town-
ofware.com), the money is to 
be moved from the PATCH 
program,  which  s tands 
for Planned Approach to 
Community Health. 

Johnson said there were 
discussions about moving 
the money from that program 
into the other three, which 
were awarded funding, but 
there had to be a public hear-
ing first. 

S h e  s a i d  t h e r e  wa s 
$45,130 in that account, 
which would be split to the 
other programs. That divides 
into about $15,043 in addi-
tional funds for the Ware 
River  Va l l ey  Domes t i c 
Violence Task Force, the 
adult literacy program, and 
the senior outreach program. 

Johnson said there were no 
written comments, and there 
were no public comments at 
the meeting, so the amend-
ment passed.

Melissa Fales, who is 
a representative from the 
Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Organization, 
along with the founder of 
the senior outreach program, 
asked if she could use that 
money to work on advertis-
ing. Johnson said the state 
likes to see programs adver-
tising themselves, so it would 
be an allowed use. 

Johnson said it is unclear 
when the money will come 

in, but it should be available 
immediately after the state 
approves the amendment. 
She said with the addition-
al money, the domestic vio-
lence task force will have 
about $52,000, the adult 
learning center will have 
about $63,000, and the senior 
outreach program will have 
about $38,000

Other CDBG updates
Johnson said the contacts 

for the FY 25 CDBG program 
started in March, and the 
domestic violence task force’s 
funding source has changed, 
but will start using the CDBG 
funding in July. 

She said the senior out-
reach program is regularly 
assisting more than 15 seniors 
a month. 

She said the learning 
center has three new stu-
dents, and four total students 
have passed their General 
Education Development. 

Johnson said the Cottage 
Street project is moving slow-
ly, and there was a kickoff 
meeting with engineers, the 
Department of Public Works 
and the Water Department on 
June 9. She said the hope is 
for bids to start in the sum-
mer, with work starting in the 
fall or next year. 

Johnson said the award 
notifications for the FY 26 
CDBG grant will arrive in 
September at the earliest. 

ARPA updates
The CDA voted to move 

funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act social ser-
vices fund ($1,349.31) to 
the ARPA facade grant fund 
($19,406) to fund one more 
project. The authority also 
capped the applications for 
facade grants to what they 
currently have, including 
applications submitted by 
Weir River Brickmill, D&D 
Fitness Factory, The Wellness 
Collective, TCF Enterprise 
and the Millyard Academy. 

The authority amended the 
requirements to make each 
applicant present two quotes 
for their project. 

CDA hears updates 
on grants, services

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Library 
hosted a patriotic adult evening 
craft this past week featuring 
American flag ribbon banners.

With America’s 250th birth-
day approaching, the Ware 
Library was inspired to offer 
a craft that gave people some-
thing patriotic to hang in their 
home and learn a new technique. 
All the materials for this craft 
inspired by America 250 were 
donated to the library.

Library Assistant Lauryn 
Goldenberg was the instructor 
for craft night and was busy ear-
lier on creating a banner of her 
own. 

T h e  s a m p l e  m a d e  b y 
Goldenberg consisted of 62 
pieces of ribbon. The banner is 
displayed at the front desk of the 
library. 

The monthly adult craft has 
had a lot of repeat crafters who 
love trying something new and 
possibly trying a new craft they 
can do at home. 

Goldenberg  sa id  these 
American flag ribbon banners 

are good for display outside 
and inside. The craft involves 
knotting ribbons to a cord to 
create the banner. These ban-
ners can be made any length 
and Goldenberg said, “you can 
make knots until your heart is 
content.” 

The ribbons were tied to a 
cord, which the Ware Library 
got from the craft swap they 
recently had. Everyone in the 
reading room picked some 
unique patterns of ribbon to add 
to their banner. 

One crafter was really into 
polka dots, while another added 
other shades of red, white and 
blue to their banners. Tommy 
was feeling patriotic and con-
tinued to add stars and stripes to 
his American flag ribbon banner. 

The Ware Library will be 
hosting Sharpie Tie Dye on 
Thursday, July 9 from 5-6:30 
p.m. at 37 Main St. The next 
craft event will feature tie dye 
canvas bags. 

Adult Craft Night is held on 
the second Thursday of each 
month in the reading room of 
the Ware Library. For more 
information, visit warelibrary.
org. 

These American flag ribbon banners were created 
by adding knotted ribbon to a cord. Ribbons came 
in all colors, especially red, white, and blue. 

ppatrioticatriotic  bannersbannersCrafters make their own
RIGHT: The Ware Library’s 
monthly adult craft night 

featured American flag 
ribbon banners. Here 
is a sample made by 

Library Assistant Lauryn 
Goldenberg, which can 
be spotted at the Ware 

Library’s front desk.

Tommy is shown with a patriotic ribbon banner 
with stars and stripes being added. 

Turley Photos 
by Ryan Drago
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My husband and I 
were sitting on the 
porch reminisc-

ing.  
To be honest I felt a 

bit melancholy. Where 
has time gone?  

Wi th  empty  nes t -
ing feeling like it’s right 
around the corner, it’s easy 
to drift back in time and 
wish just for a moment that 
the kids were little again.  

Boy, did we read lots 
of books. I remember one 
of the girls’ favorites was 
“Butterfly Count” by Sneed 
B. Collard III.  

In honor of “days gone 
by,” enjoy this column right 
out of the archives

The basic premise of 
the book highlights the 
North American Butterfly 
Association’s Fourth of July 
butterfly count with a sim-
ple story of a mother and 
daughter counting butterflies 
at a prairie restoration site 
named after the girl’s great 
great-grandmother Nora 
Belle.  

When Nora traveled west 
as a child, “regal fritillaries 
by the thousands danced over 
the bluestem grasses, setting 
the prairie afire with butter-
fly wings” yet today they are 
gone, “their prairie homes 
are farms and houses now.” 
The story ends with mother 
and daughter finding the rare 
butterfly in an undisturbed 
area of the preserve, the tiny 
cemetery in which her great 
great-grandparents are bur-
ied.  

Reading the book got me 
thinking about what we could 
do as gardeners to encour-
age healthy butterfly popu-
lations. According to the 
North American Butterfly 
Association it isn’t enough 
to simply choose specific 
flowering “nectar” plants to 
attract butterflies, we must 
also choose plants that will 
feed caterpillars- that way we 
are providing for the entire 
life cycle of the insect.  

Some of the best nectar 
plants for our area include 

native 
wildflow-
ers such as 
boneset, Joe-
pye-weed, milk-
weed, black-eyed 
Susan and purple 
conef lower.  Other 
common wildflowers like 
hawkweed, ox-eye daisy and 
Queen Anne’s Lace make 
good nectar plants as well.  

Top caterpillar food plants 
for our region include carrot, 
dill, parsley, fennel, milk-
weed, nasturtium and verbe-
na. 

The largest number of but-
terfly species will be drawn 
to our yards if we imitate 
how plants grow in the wild. 
To do so, we should install 
a diverse mixture of trees, 
shrubs, perennial and annual 
flowers and herbs that bloom 
throughout the growing sea-
son. 

Trees such as aspens, wil-
lows, poplars, and wild cher-
ry make great host plants for 
caterpillars. In addition, they 
give butterflies shelter from 
the wind, protection from 
predators and spots to roost 
at night.  

A good habitat should 
also include some form of 
water source that will pro-
vide butterflies with addition-
al moisture when dew and 
rain are scarce. “The Family 
Butterfly Book” by Rick 
Mikula (Storey Publishing, 
$29.95) offers a fun project 
to make with your kids called 
a waterless pond.  

Line a shallow hole in the 
garden with a trash bag, fill 
it with stones and add water. 
Dew will collect on the rocks 
in the morning and slide 
down the cracks.  

Butterflies can land on the 
rocks and sip water from the 

crevices. Put a narrow 
band of sand around 
your pond and this 

area will serve 
double-duty as 
a “puddling sta-

tion,” a place for 
male butterflies 
to imbibe salts 

and minerals in 
preparation for 

mating.  
Another 

important 
f ea tu re 
in a but-
t e r f l y 

g a r - den is a 
basking station. To be able to 
fly, these solar powered crea-
tures must warm up.  

In fact, Mikula reports 
that their flight muscles must 
achieve 83 degrees before 
lift-off!  

Light colored stepping 
stones placed about the 
garden will reflect the sun, 
allowing the insects upper 
and lower wing surfaces to 
heat up at the same time.   

After researching this 
article I realize just how lit-
tle I know about butterflies. 
Luckily, some of the plants 
mentioned above already 
grow on my property, and 
butterflies often frequent the 
premises.  

For more information 
on or to participate in the 
North American Butterfly 
Association’s butterfly count 
consult their website at www.
naba.org.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Reminiscing brings butterflies to mind

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.,

Palmer, MA 01069
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
We could use guidance 

on optimum dates for my 
spouse to begin taking 
Social Security. 

S h e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e 
enough work credits on 
her own, so she will be 
using mine for spou-
sal benefits. I was born 
in 1955, and I now get 
$3,886 in monthly SS ben-
efits. 

My wife was born in 
1961. We currently receive 
about $50,000 per year in 
royalties and VA disabili-
ty payments that will stop 
upon my death. 

So, with that in mind, 
can you suggest opti-
mum dates for my wife to 
claim, based on my pro-
jected death in early 2027 
or early 2030? My wife is 
very healthy and will likely 
live beyond 2040. 

Of course no one can 
predict their own pass-
ing; these are just random 
dates I came up with based 
on probabilities with my 
health issues. 

Signed: Planning 
Ahead

 Dear Planning Ahead: 
Life expectancy and 

financial need are prima-
ry factors for your wife to 
consider at this point, plus 
whether she is now work-
ing. Her Full Retirement 
Age for Social Security 
purposes is age 67 and, if 
she takes her spouse bene-
fit before that, the monthly 
amount will be reduced by 
about 8.3% for each year 
early, and she will also be 
subject to Social Security’s 
Annual  Earning Test , 
which limits how much 
she can earn from working 
prior to reaching her FRA. 

Statistically, your wife’s 
life expectancy is about 87 
that’s average longevity for 
a woman your wife’s cur-
rent age. Even though she 
isn’t eligible for her own 
SS retirement benefits, 
she can still get a spousal 
benefit while you are both 
living and will get an even 
higher surviving spouse 
benefit when you die. 

That’s  because her 
spousal  benefi t  while 
both living will be based 
on 50% of your Full 
Retirement Age entitle-
ment, but your wife’s 
surviving spouse benefits 
when you die will be based 
upon 100% of the benefit 
you were receiving at your 
death.

G e n e r a l l y,  i f  y o u 
believe you will pass with-
in the next few years and 
your wife isn’t working, 
her best option would be 
to claim her regular spouse 
benefit now. 

Although she will ini-
tially get less than 50% of 
your FRA entitlement, that 
amount will be replaced 
automatically by her high-
er survivor benefit when 
you pass. Depending on 
her age when you pass, 
she will get the full $3,886 
monthly amount you are 
receiving at your death 
plus any COLA yet to be 

awarded. 
If that happens before 

she reaches her full retire-
ment age, her monthly sur-
vivor amount will be actu-
arially reduced based upon 
how far before her FRA it 
is claimed. Generally, the 
survivor benefit reduc-
tion will be about 4.75% 
for each full year claimed 
early about .396% for each 
month early.  

So, to a large degree, 
your wife’s options for 
spouse and survivor ben-
efits are based on your 
expected longevity. If you 
have reason to believe you 
will pass within the next 
few years, then your wife 
should probably claim her 
spousal benefit now while 
you are both living. 

Because she is a bit shy 
of 65 years old, her initial 
SS spouse benefit will be 
reduced she’ll get about 
42% of your FRA bene-
fit amount, instead of the 
50% she would get if she 
claimed at age 67. 

She can collect that 
amount until you die, 
at which time she will 
receive her survivor’s ben-
efit as your widow. If she 
has reached age 67 when 
that happens, your wife’s 
benefit will become the 
same as yours was when 
you died, the $3,986, plus 
any COLA since awarded. 

And she will collect 
that higher SS survivor 
benefit for the remainder 
of her life which, from 
what you’ve shared, would 
likely be about 20+ years. 
Assuming her life expec-
tancy is at least average, 
that is how your wife 
would get the most cumu-
lative Social Security ben-
efits over her lifetime.

As you have said, no 
one can predict how long 
they will live, but from 
the information you’ve 
provided, I expect that 
the above would likely be 
your wife’s best Social 
Security strategy. And, 
for the record, I admire 
you exploring your wife’s 
options in advance. I hope 
this answers your ques-
tion, but rest assured we 
are always here if you need 
any further information.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

When should my wife 
claim Social Security?

Jo h n  K u n h a r d t  o f 
Belchertown took this 
photo of a northern yellow 

warbler near Lake Wallace in 
Belchertown. 

Northern yellow warblers 
are small, evenly propor-
tioned songbirds with medi-
um-length tails and rounded 
heads. They are 4.7 to 5.1 
inches long. For a warbler, the 
straight, thin bill is relatively 
large.

Northern yellow warblers 
are uniformly yellow birds. 
Males are a bright, egg-yolk 
yellow with reddish streaks 
on the underparts. Females are 

also yellow but appear slightly 
duller. 

Both sexes flash yellow 
patches in the tail. The face 
is unmarked, accentuating the 
large black eye.

People may look for these 
warblers near the tops of tall 
shrubs and small trees. 

They forage restlessly, 
with quick hops along small 
branches and twigs to glean 

caterpillars and other 
insects. Males sing 
their sweet, whis-
tled songs from high 
perches.

N o r t h e r n  y e l -
low warblers breed 
in shrubby thickets 
and woods, partic-
ularly along water-
courses and in wet-
lands. Common trees 
i n c l u d e  w i l l ow s , 
alders and cotton-
woods across North 
America 

In winter these 
warblers inhabit a variety of 
wooded habitats including 
mangroves, deciduous forests 
and tropical evergreen forests, 
as well as gardens, town pla-
zas, second growth, brushy 
pastures, hedgerows, agricul-
tural lands and plantations.

Their song sounds like 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Photo by John Kunhardt
Northern yellow warbler
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Lucille
Germain

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
lucille.germain@edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD

Five questions that could 
change how you see retirement

Saving for retirement is important, but it's only part of the 
picture. If you're within five to 10 years of your target retirement 
date, it's time to start thinking about what you actually want 
your retirement to look like. After all, getting to retirement isn't 
the end goal — it's what you want to do once you're there that 
matters.

Start by asking yourself these five questions. 
When do you want to retire? The age at which you retire 

matters more than you may realize. Retiring early sounds 
appealing, but it means saving more and having less time to do it. 
It can also create gaps in health care coverage and income before 
key benefits kick in. For example, Social Security benefits can 
begin at 62, but at a reduced amount. Full benefits are available 
between ages 66 and 67, depending on birth year, and waiting 
until 70 means the maximum benefit. Medicare doesn't start until 
age 65, and penalty-free withdrawals from retirement accounts 
generally aren't allowed until age 59½.

For couples, timing gets even more complicated. Staggering 
retirement dates can sometimes maximize benefits; in other 
cases, retiring at the same time works better. 

A financial advisor can help you sort through these decisions 
and find the approach that makes the most sense for your 
situation.

How do you want to spend your time in retirement? 
Many new retirees are surprised to find that having unlimited 
free time feels disorienting rather than freeing. Thinking ahead 
about how to fill the days with meaningful activity – whether 
that's travel, volunteering, pursuing hobbies or spending more 
time with family – can make the transition smoother.

It helps to sketch out what a typical week, month or even 
first year might look like. If there are big gaps, it's worth thinking 
now about what might fill them in rewarding ways.

Where do you want to live as a retiree? Some retirees stay 
put, while others downsize or relocate entirely. Either way, it's 
wise to consider whether a chosen location will work well as you 
get older, taking into account factors like proximity to family, 
access to health care, cost of living and climate.

What will your retirement lifestyle cost? It’s not 
uncommon for retirees to discover that their travel, entertainment 
or leisure expenses were higher than expected. The more active 
and involved you plan to be, the more you will likely need to 
budget.

Does your retirement involve giving back? Retirement 
often brings both the time and motivation to be more generous. 
Whether the goal is helping family members, donating to charity 
or volunteering in the community, it's worth defining those goals 
and building them into an overall plan.

Now that your vision is taking shape, turn it into a plan. 
Work with your financial advisor to align your savings with the 
life you want — and revisit that plan as your priorities evolve so 
your retirement keeps pace with you.

community

HARDWICK –  Now 
t h r o u g h  A u g .  2 2 ,  t h e 
Hardwick Libraries invite 
you to “Dig In and Read.”

Sign up for the Summer 
Reading Program, which 
includes activities and priz-
es for all ages, dinosaurs, 
American history and nature. 

Come make giant tissue 
flowers July 7 or 11. Watch 
the webpage paigelibrary.com 
and Facebook for more activ-
ities and events.

Support the Hardwick 
Haymakers to defeat the 
Westfield Wheelman in a 
base ball game with Civil 
War rules at Roach Field on 
Saturday, July 11 at 1 p.m. 
Register to play or just show 
up to cheer and eat hot dogs 
and popcorn for sale by 
the Parks and Recreation 
Committee to support their 
work.

Shenanigans with Friends 
at the Town House will be 
held on Saturday, July 25 at 

3 p.m. This event is brought 
to you by the Friends of the 
Paige Memorial Library. 

This event will feature 
rock, country, folk and R&B 
with tight harmonies and 
danceable rhythms.

Join the Paige Memorial 
Library, 87 Petersham Road 
for Wednesday morning 
Story Hour with an art/sci-
ence activity and play time 
starting at 10:30 a.m., Paige 
Book Club, the Cookbook 
Club, the Friends group, 
the Ongoing Book Sale, the 
Paige Writers, the 250th Quilt 
group, the Movie Festival 
Committee, and programs for 
all ages and interests. 

Watch for a new date for 
African rhythm drumming 
with Jafar Manselle and the 
Wendell Warriors on the 
Hardwick Common.

For more information, 
email  paigelibrary.hard-
wick@gmail.com or call 413-
477-6704.

Summer Reading continues 
at Hardwick libraries

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library presents 
Digging Dinos with Diane 
Edgecomb on Tuesday, July 
7 at 1 p.m.

Little Patty does not want 
to share her toys. But what is 
a girl to do? 

How about turn herself 
into a Pattysaurus so doesn’t 

have to share them.
Enjoy  th i s  fun- lov-

ing original family fable 
along with the story Egg 
Mountain, based on true 
scientific discoveries. The 
whole audience will join in 
on an imaginary Fossil Hunt 
to discover Maiasaura, the 
first dinosaur known to care 

for its young. 
Participants will learn 

Dinosaur Sign-Language 
and play Dinosaur Jeopardy, 
too. This show will leave its 
audience roaring for more.

E d g e c o m b  i s  a n 
award-winning storyteller. 
Her warmth and natural sto-
rytelling ability invites us to 

participate and become part 
of the tale with her. 

She has been featured on 
NPR and is the winner of the 
Parent Choice and Oracle 
award for  Storyte l l ing 
Excellence as well as five 
other Storytelling awards. 

This show is free to the 
public and for all ages.

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library will offer pre-
historic fun with Dinosaur 
Origami on Thursday, July 2 
at 3 p.m. 

Local artist Faye Lee will 
teach our young dino enthu-
siasts how to fold, crease 
and create prehistoric crea-

tures from paper. Lee is a 
multi-talented crafter and 
carpenter with skills in knit-
ting, crocheting, paper arts, 
water colors and more. 

Free and open to the pub-
lic, no registration required. 
All ages welcome.

WARE – Country 
Bank, a full-service 
financial institution 
serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts, 
a n n o u n c e d  a 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  d o n a -
tion to the Quaboag 
Val ley  Communi ty 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation to support 
programs that strength-
en local businesses 
and promote economic 
development through-
out the region.

QVCDC plays an 
important role in sup-
porting entrepreneurs, 
small businesses, and 
community members 
by providing access 
to resources, techni-
cal  assistance,  and 
business development 
services. Through its 
work, the organization 
helps foster sustainable 
economic growth and 
opportunity across the 
Quaboag Valley.

“ E v e r y  y e a r , 
Q u a b o a g  Va l l e y 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation applies for state 
and federal grants, but we 
still rely on donor contribu-
tions from the community 
to help fund our work,” stat-
ed Melissa Fales, Executive 
Director of QVCDC. “We 
are very grateful for this 
generous donation from 
Country Bank, which will 

help us offer business devel-
opment services and pro-
mote economic development 
in our region.”

Country Bank remains 
committed to supporting 
organizations that strength-
en communities and expand 
economic opportunit ies 
throughout Central and 
Western Massachusetts. 

Contributions like this help 
ensure local organizations 
have the resources they 
need to continue serving 
residents, businesses, and 
entrepreneurs in meaningful 
ways.

To learn more about 
the various support pro-
g rams  o ffe red  by  the 
Quaboag Valley Community 

D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.QVCDC.

About Country Bank
Established in 1850, 

Country Bank has a 
rich history of support-
ing personal and busi-
ness banking custom-
ers through financial 
solutions with FDIC 
and DIF insurance for 
added security. 

Country Bank is 
a  ful l-service $2.2 
billion mutual com-
munity bank serving 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts with 16 
banking centers and 
two business offices 
in Ware, Palmer, West 
Brookfield, Brimfield, 
B e l c h e r t o w n , 
W i l b r a h a m , 
L o n g m e a d o w , 
Ludlow,  Leices te r, 
Pa x t o n ,  C h a r l t o n , 
Springfield, Uxbridge 
and Worcester. With a 
commitment to person-
alized service and com-
munity involvement, 
Country Bank offers 

individuals, businesses, and 
municipalities a comprehen-
sive range of banking prod-
ucts and services. 

Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the 
SUM network. Country 
Bank can be reached at 800-
322-8233 or online at coun-
trybank.com.

Submitted Photo
Shown form left to right are Jodie Gerulaitis, First Vice President 
of Community Relations at Country Bank; Lindsay Aucoin; Melissa 
Fales, Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation 
Executive Director; Barbara Deslauriers and Elizabeth Lawrence.

Country Bank supports QVCDC with donation

Digging Dinos with Diane Edgecomb on July 7

Library hosts ‘Dinosaur Origami’ 

WA R E  –  T h e  Wa r e 
Grange’s next gardening 
workshop, “Composting,” 
will be held on Monday, July 
13 at 7 p.m. at the Grange 
Hall at 297 Belchertown 
Road. 

The presenter will be 
Rubén Parrilla, Education 
Director for the Northeast 
Organic Farming Association. 

In this workshop, partici-

pants will learn how to trans-
form yard waste and some 
kitchen scraps into nutrients 
to keep garden soil healthy, 
how to manage a compost 
pile, how to compost if you 
have limited space, and when 
to use the compost in your 
garden. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information.  

Ware Grange gardening 
workshop July 13
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Ware Police Log
During the week of June 

15-24, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
26 miscellaneous calls, 36 
administrative calls, 15 traf-
fic violations, 22 emergency 
911 calls, five harassments/
stalks/threats, one trespass, 
two thefts/larcenies, two dis-
turbances, two motor vehi-
cle accidents, three safety 
hazards, 11 animal calls 
and 19 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Ware.

Monday, June 15
1:25 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 

River Road, Investigated
2:17 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

6:33 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Church Street, 
Unfounded

7:28 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

9:04 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Cherry Street, 
Investigated

Tuesday, June 16
12:18 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Eddy Street, 
Services Rendered

12:42 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Castle Street, No 
Action Required

5:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Highland Street, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, June 17
1 : 5 9  a . m .  D r u g s , 

Prospect Street, Unfounded
4:26 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Fisherdick 
Road, Services Rendered

9:28 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Could Not Locate

3:51 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Prospect Street, Report 
Made

5:42 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coffey Hill Road, 
Dispatch Handled

6:53 p.m. Assault, North 
Street, Services Rendered

Thursday, June 18
2:11 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Vigeant Street, 
Advised

6:36 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Services Rendered

Friday, June 19
9:38 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call ,  Dale Street , 
Dispatch Handled

12:40 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Fisherdick Road, 
Dispatch Handled

4:04 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Shoreline Drive, 
False Alarm

Saturday, June 20
12:07 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Could Not Locate

3:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S t o p ,  P a l m e r  R o a d , 
Citation/Warning Issued

11:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash ,  Church  St ree t , 
Patient Refusal

12:07 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Monson Turnpike 
Road, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

1 2 : 4 7  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Hazard, Old Poor Farm 
Road, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

3:57 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call,  Beaver Lake 
Road, No Action Required

4:12 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted,  North  Street , 
Services Rendered

5:39 p.m.  Weapons/
Firearms, Cummings Road, 
Services Rendered

9:30 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Convent Hill 
Road, Investigated

Sunday, June 21
12:35 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted, Main Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Joshua Hubbard, 
41, Ware

WMS Warrant
2:39 a .m.  Trespass /

Unwanted, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

2:51 p.m. Abandoned 
9 1 1  C a l l ,  U n k n o w n 
A d d r e s s ,  N o  A c t i o n 
Required

6:54 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Parker Street, 
Could Not Locate

7:43 p.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Laurel Drive, 
Advised

9:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:14 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  Belchertown 
Road, Investigated

Monday, June 22
2:34 p.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Beaver Lake 
Road, Services Rendered

4:15 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Morse Avenue, 
Investigated

4:55 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, East Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

Tuesday, June 23
1:41 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Fisherdick Road, 
Complaint Taken Care Of

9:48 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Old Belchertown Road, 
Services Rendered

10:38 a .m.  Assaul t , 
North Street ,  Services 
Rendered

1 1 : 1 5  a . m .  S a f e t y 
Hazard, Old Belchertown 
Road, Services Rendered

6:15 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Church Street, 
Canceled 

Wednesday, June 24
10:31 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Advised

11:25 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coldbrook Road, 
No Action Required

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of June 
7-13, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
45 building/property checks, 
16 emergency 911 calls, one 
safety hazard, two motor 
vehicle accidents, one fraud, 
one trespass, four property 
damages, one larceny/theft, 
one threat, one missing per-
son, five animal calls and 
nine motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Warren.

Sunday, June 7
12:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:02 a.m. Fire/Power 
Lines, Cronin Road, Fire 
Extinguished

3:49 p.m. Seizures, East 
Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

4:06 p.m. Unconscious/
U n r e s p o n s ive / S y n c o p e , 
Comins Pond Road, Mutual 
Aid Transport

4 :45  p .m .  F raud  o r 
Forgery, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Report Filed

5:22 p.m. Power Lines 
D o w n ,  C r o n i n  R o a d , 
Investigated

7 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, Old Douglas Road, 
Report Filed

9:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Monday, June 8
7:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Col l is ion,  Main Street , 
Transported to Hospital

10:51 a.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, School Street, 
Transported to Hospital

11:17 p.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain,  Pine Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, June 9
4:15 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

1 : 5 2  p . m .  We l f a r e 
Check, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

3:53 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Old Douglas Road, Report 
Filed

6:17 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

7:03 p.m. Neurological/
Head Injury, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, June 10
1 0 : 0 4  a . m .  We l f a r e 

Check, Independence Lane, 
Investigated

12:59 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, No Transport 
Needed

1:35 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Jones Street, Report Filed

6 : 0 5  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Pine Street, Report 
Filed

Thursday, June 11
7:55 a.m. Larceny or 

Theft, Main Street, Report 
Filed

11:53 a .m.  Weapons/
A m m o  C o m p l a i n t , 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  C i r c l e , 
Recovered

2:12 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Yankee 
Drummer Drive, Report Filed

2:18 p.m. Missing Person, 
Bemis Road, Located/Found

3:12 p.m. Threats, Pine 
Street, Report Filed

4 : 1 0  p . m .  N e i g h b o r 
Dispute, Old West Warren 
Road, Report Filed

5:04 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Cottage Street, 

Peace Restored
5:21 p.m. Stroke (CVA), 

South Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

5:46 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Maple Street, Report Filed

Friday, June 12
11:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

1 : 0 7  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Brimfield Road, 
Call Transferred

3 : 2 8  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Brimfield Road, 
Report Filed

4 : 1 4  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Pine Street, Advised 
Civil Action

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, Milton O. 
Fountain Way, Information 
Taken

6:03 p.m. Stroke (CVA), 
Cross Street, Transported to 
Hospital

6:48 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Cronin Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

9:28 p.m. Chest Pain/
Hear t  Problem,  Yankee 
Drummer Drive, Transported 
to Hospital

Saturday, June 13
11:53 a.m. Burglary/

Breaking and Entering, Pine 
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

12:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Written Warning

3:07 p.m. Falls, Parkview 
Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

3:44 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Negative Contact

7:54 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, Main 
Street, No Transport Required

During the week of 
June 22-29, the Hardwick/
New Bra in t ree  Po l ice 
Department responded to 
68 building/property checks, 
34 directed/area patrols, 16 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, four emer-
gency 911 calls, three cit-
izen assists, three assist 
other agencies, one inves-
tigation, two complaints, 
eight animal calls and 11 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Hardwick.

Monday, June 22
10 p .m.  Complain t , 

Turkey Street ,  Officer 
Handled

Tuesday, June 23
9:24 a.m. Utility Issues, 

O ld  Pe te r sham Road , 
Services Rendered

4:26 p.m. Investigation, 
Jackson Road, Criminal 
Complaint

4:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

B a r r e  R o a d ,  O f f i c e r 
Handled

Wednesday, June 24
10:08 a.m. 911 Animal 

Call ,  Petersham Road, 
Negative Contact

6 : 4 0  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, Turkey Street, 
Arrest(s) Made

Thursday, June 25
3:31 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Out of Town, 
Services Rendered

8:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, New Braintree Town 
Line, Citation Issued

9:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

9:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main  St ree t ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

6:13 a.m. Disturbance, 
B r o a d  S t r e e t ,  P e a c e 
Restored

Friday, June 26
1 0 : 4 4  a . m .  A s s i s t 

Citizen, Telephone, Voice 
Message Left

Saturday, June 27
2:29 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, North Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

1 1 : 1 2  p . m .  9 1 1 
Complaint, Broad Street, 
Negative Contact

11:25 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Out of Town, 
Officer Handled

Sunday, June 28
1:05 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Main  S t ree t , 
Vehicle Towed

8:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Monday, June 29
6:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop,  Hardwick Road, 
Citation Issued

The other main part of 
the project is the increase in 
units Harris wants to put in. 
Originally having 40 homes 
in mind, Harris is possibly 
expanding to 60 homes. 

Harris wanted the board’s 
input and opinion on the idea 
of purchasing an abutting 
parcel to combine the lots. 
The board reviewed the map 
in front of them during the 
discussion and it shows new 
additions to the potential 
project.

Harr is  i s  looking to 
purchase the land from 
Cumberland Farms, which 
is described as a back lot 
that is not being utilized. He 
is still in negotiations with 
Cumberland Farms, but 
Harris believes making an 
improvement on that land 
would be a lot better for the 
town. 

The area is right behind 
Cumberland Farms with 
Fourth Avenue close by. 
Harris asked if it was pos-
sible to do an exit from the 
property off Gould Road. 
From this direction, there is 
80 feet of frontage. 

The size of the units 

consists of 2.5 bedrooms, 
according to Harris and are 
approximately 1,350 square 
feet. These housing units are 
more catering to those look-
ing for start up homes or pos-
sible senior citizens looking 
to downsize. 

The plan shows parking 
in front of each unit and the 
side of each unit and would 
have driveways.

For storage and equip-
ment, Harris says he would 
hire it out and hire for snow 
removal in the winter

The board suggested 
that Harris should conduct 
some further research on the 
impact this kind of project 
would have on the town and 
on the schools. 

This project is waiting on 
the survey results to come in. 

Another suggestion the 
board made was to contact 
the State to see if he can 
access West Street. Harris 
was taking notes on what he 
can research prior to deciding 
on any future investments for 
the project. 

V i c e - C h a i r  C h r i s 
Dimarz io  asked  i f  the 
town has any requirements 
for condos. According to 
Director of Planning & 

Community Development 
Paralee Smith, there is noth-
ing in the bylaws that address 
condos. 

“We don’t have condo in 
our bylaw,” Smith said. “We 
don’t have a definition for 
condo in our bylaw.” 

According to Smith, the 
word “multifamily” was the 
term used at the time. As 
of now, the Planning Board 
does not regulate condos.

“We don’t regulate at this 
point,” Planning Board Chair 
Kenneth Crosby said. 

The Planning Board said 
the project still falls under 
a special permit. Harris also 
had a question about One 
Stop for Growth grants, and 
how the town can help with 
those grants.

Reorganization 
The board voted to keep 

the current positions of the 
Planning Board as they 
are. Crosby will remain as 
chair;  Dimarzio will remain 
as vice-chair;  Elizabeth 
Hancock will be secretary; 
and Richard Starodoj and 
Alex Bergeron will be mem-
bers.

STOW – Fires, explosions 
and serious injuries related to 
illegal fireworks spike each 
summer in Massachusetts, 
and fire service leaders are 
hoping to reverse last year’s 
increase over 2024.

“Here in Massachusetts, 
fireworks have caused near-
ly 500 fires and explosions, 
almost 200 serious injuries, 
and hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in damage over 
the past five years,” said 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine. “Tragically, one man 
even lost his life last sum-
mer. Please don’t risk a fire, 
an injury, or a day in court 
– leave fireworks to the pro-
fessionals.”

Of the 188 fireworks-re-
lated visits to Massachusetts 
emergency departments from 

2021 to 2025, 121 took place 
in July. July also accounted 
for 253 of the 486 fires and 
explosions caused by fire-
works during the same five-
year period. 

Both injuries and fires 
increased by about 23% last 
year, with 43 ER visits and 
112 fires and explosions – 
including one that claimed 
a 70-year-old man’s life in 
Wareham.

M a s s a c h u s e t t s ’  l a w 
requires police to seize 
any illegal fireworks they 
encounter in the course of 
their duties. This includes 
fireworks that were pur-
chased lawfully in anoth-
er state and transported to 
Massachusetts. 

People who use or pos-
sess them illegally are also 

subject to a fine, while the 
unlawful sale of fireworks 
is an arrestable offense that 
carries potential jail time. 
The law is effective: the 
Massachusetts fireworks 
injury rate is about one-fifth 
the national average, and the 
rate of fires and explosions is 
about one-sixth the national 
average.

The Department of Fire 
Services posts a list of per-
mitted fireworks displays and 
updates it each week through 
the summer. To view the list 
– and to learn more about the 
dangers of illegal fireworks 
– visit the DFS website, 
www.mass.gov/info-details/
leave-fireworks-to-the-pro-
fessionals.

State Fire Marshal says leave fireworks 
to the professionals and avoid injuries

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

PROJECT from page 1
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Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

WEDGEWOOD MOTEL

1430 Park St., Palmer, MA 413-283-4501

“sweet-sweet-sweet, I’m so 
sweet.” 

Yellow warblers usually 
build their nests in shrubs or 
small trees, typically 3 to 10 
feet above the ground. The 
nest is often placed in dense 
foliage, making it difficult for 
predators to spot.

They commonly select wil-
lows, alders or other shrubs 
near water. The surrounding 
leaves provide camouflage 
and protection from harsh 
weather.

A typical yellow warbler 
clutch contains about three to 
five pale greenish or bluish 
white eggs with small brown 
or gray speckles.

The female incubates the 
eggs for roughly 11 to 12 
days, rarely leaving the nest 

except to feed. Once the 
chicks hatch, both parents 
help feed them. 

Feeding mealworms
After seeing a pair of blue-

birds, I started putting out 
mealworms on the picnic table 
every day. I figured   black 
bears would not bother with 
mealworms. 

I was right and the birds 
ate them up quickly. Yes, the 
bluebirds came for the meal-
worms, but so did two cat-
birds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of 
catbirds landed on the table as 
I spread out the mealworms. 
I’ve noticed them check the 
table for mealworms before I 
put them out.

Red-shouldered hawk
A woman in Montgomery 

reported a red-shouldered 
hawk in her yard. It’s one of 
the most distinctively marked 
common hawks with barred 
reddish-peachy underparts and 
a strongly banded tail. 

Wild turkey encounter
My daughter, Paula, was 

walking her dog, JoJo on the 
rail trail in Gilbertville along 
the river. A hen turkey was 
hidden on the side of the trail. 
She states, “When JoJo and 
I ran by, she flew up. One of 
the babies panicked and start-
ed running after mom flew 
off, which caused mom to 
charge at us making a bunch 
of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I 
sprinted a good 20 feet before 
she decided we weren’t a 
threat anymore.”

She continues, “But this 
was definitely the closest 

encounter we’ve ever had. 
JoJo now ranks turkeys in the 
‘scary’ category along with 
Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds
A Brimfie ld  res ident 

emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers spent a 
few days visiting a native 

dogwood tree in the yard 
awhile back. And we have 
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked me 
out when I was working in the 
garden yesterday. We have at 
least two male hummingbirds 
visiting the yard and feeders 
and at least one female.” 

He stated, “I saw a female 
rose-breasted grosbeak col-
lecting nesting material so 
I’m going to look for a nest. 
Several years ago I found a 
grosbeak nest near our shed.”

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

stated in his email, “The 
Osprey nest in Warren looks 
like the chicks have hatched 
based on the behavior of an 
adult at the nest yesterday. 
In the past it is usually mid 
June before I see chicks in 
the nest. When they are very 
young osprey chicks mostly 
lay down in the nest waiting 
to be fed.” 

He reported four great blue 
heron nests at the pond I visit 
in Warren where the Ospreys 
nest.

Bird count
The Brimfield resident also 

stated, “The Allen Bird Club 
of Springfield does a spring 
bird count each year in mid 
May. We use the Christmas 
Bird Count count circle, I 

have covered Ludlow since 
1989. I only managed 50 spe-
cies this year, partly because 
my hearing isn’t what it use 
to be.”

He stated,  “I did manage 
to find a Tennessee and Parula 
warbler, about a dozen yel-
low-rumped warblers, two 
common loons, one each soli-
tary and spotted sandpiper and 
a black-billed cuckoo. I hadn’t 
seen a cuckoo in a few years.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palmer 
office has a new phone system 
and I will be getting an exten-
sion where messages may be 
left. I will publish the number 
as soon as it is set up.

BACKYARD from page 4

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley was in attendance 
serving water and soda for 
guests at the fundraiser.

“Everyone is doing a great 
job,” Beckley said. 

Those dining in got to 
enjoy some music pro-
vided by Roy Erickson of 
the Knights of Columbus 
and member of the Ware 
Cemete ry  Commiss ion . 
Erickson had red, white and 
blue beads for guests at his 
DJ booth. 

Ted and Helen decided 
to dine at St. Mary’s Parish 
and thought the cooks did an 
amazing job on the chicken. 

“It is so good,” Helen said.
The Ware 250th U.S. 

Celebration Committee is 
made up of Croteau, Claudia 
Kadra, Nancy Talbot, Robert 
Krasnecky, Joshua Kusnierz, 
Wanda Mysona,  Valerie 
Granger and Frank Bateman. 
The committee is still look-
ing for people who want 
to participate in the parade 
that is coming up this sum-
mer as part of the U.S. 250th 
Celebration Week in Ware. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion, contact the US 250th 
Celebration Committee at 
413-967-9648 extension 101 
or 774-230-9665, or email 
ncroteau@townofware.com. 

The Celebration Week 
starts on July 25 for Ware 
Olde Home Day, taking place 
at Grenville Park from 1-8 
p.m., featuring food vendors, 
craft tent, marionettes pro-
gram, music, games, costume 
contest, pie baking contest 
and a lot more. 

On July 26 from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m., the Town Hall will 
be hosting Historical Day 
where guests will learn about 
the historical town hall with 
cake, tree planting, and a pre-
sentation called “Women of 
’76: Stories of 5 Remarkable 
Women Who Witnessed 
& Shaped the American 
Revolution.” 

July 27 is Family Game 
Night at the Ware Senior 

Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
featuring music bingo, corn 
hole, and Ping-Pong. On 
Thursday, July 28, Ware High 
School will be hosting a car 
show starting at 5 p.m. with 
music and an ice cream truck 
happening. 

Grenville Park will be 
hosting family movie night 
on July 29 at 7:30 p.m., host-
ed by the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance. 
The movie will be the “Wild 
Robot”. Bring a blanket 
or chair for movie night at 
Grenville Park. 

The Concert in the Park 
Summer Series continues 
on July 30 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Grenville Park. The enter-
tainment for the show will 

be Charlie Lask and Forever 
Diamond with special guest, 
Jimmy Mazz. 

On July 31, Workshop13 
will be hosting a talent show 
“Where’s The Talent?” at 
Workshop13’s Grand Hall at 
13 Church St. Performers of 
all ages are welcome to par-
ticipate and there will be priz-
es for each age group. 

Aug. 1 will feature the 
town parade and fireworks. 
The parade begins at 11 a.m. 

At 4 p.m. on the school 
campus, there will be food 
vendors, bounce houses, face 
painting, dunk tank, and live 
music, followed by fireworks. 
For updates, visit the town 
website, www.townofware.
com. 

BBQ from page 1

Roy Erickson of the Knights of Columbus was the DJ for 
the chicken BBQ dinner. 

Ted and Helen enjoyed their chicken BBQ meals at St. 
Mary’s Parish. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Nancy Talbot, right, and members of the Knights of Columbus Ware Council 183 kept busy 
preparing the meals in the kitchen. 

which had over 90 submis-
sions and a total of 50 art 
pieces on display. 

Selected as Best in Show 
was “Tree Shadows” by 
Kathy Halper. Honorable 
Mention for work in paper 
went to Porter Gifford’s 
“Pool #3174,  Concord, 
MA”. Painting Honorable 
Mention went to Jackie 
Boudreau Kinsey for the art 
piece “Shivelight Dream”. 

There were three honor-
able mention awards for cre-
ative interpretation. One of 
the recipients of the award 
attended the opening recep-
tion of LandEscape, Richard 
Wollman. Wollman’s work 
“Refuge: Azores Beach”, 
was crafted on a piece of 
wood, more specifically 
pine. 

Wollman said this art 
piece took him an entire 
summer to work on. He reg-
ularly works with ash and 
pine wood and has been 
focusing on this art medium 

since 2008. 
His inspiration for wood 

sculpt ing  s tar ted  back 
in 2008 after meeting a 
Nigerian wood sculptor. 
Wollman’s work featured in 
LandEscape is inspired by 
a part of Portugal, Flores 
Island. 

The design on the pine 
wood features acrylic, char-
coal, and stain to paint a 
landscape. Wollman used an 
X-Acto knife to sketch the 
pine. 

Other honorable mention 
awards for creative interpre-
tation went to Cai Vail for 
“Consolation”, and Cathy 

Durso’s “Small Feather” cre-
ation. 

Many artists had land-
scapes based on areas in 
New England. For exam-
ple, Jay Rathaus had an oil 
on wood painting based off 
Cape Cod Bay. Rathaus had 
another work entered, which 
is a landscape painting of the 
Connecticut River, which 
was also done with oil on 
wood. 

Photography was a popu-
lar medium for LandEscape. 

Jeff Potter of Smithfield, 
Rhode Island has been 
involved in photography for 
the last 10 years and submit-

ted his archival inkjet print 
called “The Storm.” 

T h e  p i c t u r e 
was based off the 
area near Sakonnet 
Lighthouse in Rhode 
Island. Potter is also 
into landscape and 
street photography in 
New York City and 
says a lot of streets in 
the city have a lot of 
good spots for street 
photos. 

“This is  a cool 
theme,” Workshop13 
Executive Director 
Marie Lauderdale said. 

The LandEscape 
exhibit can be seen at 

ArtWorks Gallery, located 
at 69 Main St.. The exhib-
it is displayed through Aug. 
2 with gallery hours on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 
1-4 p.m. 

For more information, 
visit workshop13.org. 

GALLERY from page 1

Jeff  Potter  stood a longside 
his work “The Storm” which is 
based off the area of Sakonnet 
Lighthouse in Rhode Island. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

RIGHT: An oil on panel 
painting of Shelburne Marsh 

by William Roberts Jr. 

A fiber on canvas 
called “Into the 

Woods” by Liz Foss. 

LEFT: Richard Wollman is 
shown with his honorable 
mention award winning 
art piece, “Refuge: Azores 
Beach” made of wood 
(pine). 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
STRIP STEAK TWIN PACK .......
USDA INSP. FRESH
KAYEM SKINLESS 
HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX

USDA INSP. $1776
ea

SALE DATES: 7/2-7/8/26
CLOSED 7/4/26

2/$1776

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN
21-25 CT
COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BOX ...

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS

ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ........................

USDA INSP. FRESH 160 CT

HILLDALE PRE-SLICED 
AMERICAN CHEESE 5 LB ..

$176
lb

USDA INSP. STORE BAKED

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES DOZEN ..........................$250

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$250
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE DAILY

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
LINKS OR PATTIES ALL VARIETIES .

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .......................

ea
$1776

HAPPY 250TH! JULY 4TH!

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BAKED 8” 
ALL AMERICAN 

APPLE OR 
CHOCOLATE CHIP PIE

$250
ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FRESH
GREAT ON THE GRILL!
POLSKA KIELBASA 3 LB .......

$176
lb

$1776

ea

$976
lb

$499
ea

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

LEAN GROUND BEEF 
HAMBURGER PATTIES

4 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

$2776
lb

CHICKEN LEG
1/4S 40 LB 

BOX

24 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ

★ 1776 - 2026 ★

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BABY BACK RIBS ............
USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST. LOUIS 
STYLE PORK RIBS ............

$250
lb

$250

$250
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK
SPARE RIBS TWIN PACK ......

ALL AMERICAN RIB SALE!

lb

★

★

★
★

★

★

   

   Have A Wonderful 
4th of July Weekend!

Cormier Jewelers
is closed for vacation. 

We will re-open 
Tuesday, July 7th 

at 10:30 a.m.

152 Main St., Spencer • 508-885-3385
www.cormierspencer.com

Tues., Wed., Fri 10-5 • Thurs. 10-6 • Sat. 10-2
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Many seniors parked by the 
high school and had a shuttle 
service available thanks to the 
students at Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School. The stu-
dents volunteered their time 
to help during the Summer 
Solstice Garden Party and used 
a golf cart to transport seniors 
to Lucy Stone Park and back to 
their cars. 

For  enter tainment ,  the 
seniors were greeted by Frizzle 
the Clown, a talented animal 
balloon twister who brought a 
lot of laughter and joy to Lucy 
Stone Park. After lunch, Frizzle 
brought a vintage cotton candy 
maker for cotton candy. 

Seniors also got to enjoy 
the musical entertainment of 
Freddie Marion, a local favor-
ite, playing all kinds of sum-
mer-themed covers. One of 
them was an excellent cover of 
Jimm Buffet’s “Margaritaville”. 

June birthdays were also 
celebrated during the Summer 
Solstice Party. Millie Reed’s 
100th birthday happened on 
June 17 and everyone sang 
“Happy Birthday”. 

Meli took a moment to 
thank everyone who made this 
Summer Solstice Garden Party 
possible. 

It was a community gather-
ing at Lucy Stone Park as many 
town officials and departments 
arrived to enjoy the festivities. 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera joined the seniors 

during the meal. Selectmen 
Raymond Kopacko was one of 
the cooks preparing the meals 
at Lucy Stone Park. 

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Highway Department, 
J i m  M c K e o n  a n d 
Jeremy Olson attend-
e d  t h e  S u m m e r 
Solstice Garden Party. 
Derick Veliz of the 
Warren Board of 
Selectmen was 
e n j o y i n g  a 
chicken BBQ 
m e a l  a n d 
went around 
Lucy Stone 
Park to take 
photographs 
during the 
party. 

GARDEN PARTY from page 1

GARDENPartyParty

The first Summer 
Solstice Garden Party 

took place at Lucy 
Stone Park where 
seniors enjoyed a 

chicken BBQ lunch, 
music and the beau-

tiful garden at the 
park. 

Guitar player and singer Freddie 
Marion provided music during the 
Summer Solstice Garden Party. 

From left are Leesa and Norma who 
got flower balloons during the garden 
party.

Millie Reed celebrated her 100th 
birthday this month and every-
one sang Happy Birthday to 
her during the Summer Solstice 
Garden Party. 

Chef Kathy 
wore her 

cat apron. 

Council on Aging Director Sharon Meli was about to 
grab a piece of BBQ chicken. 

Ray Kopacko of the Board of 
Selectmen brought meals over as it 
was “chicken time”. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Linda Hamill danced with Frizzle. 

Paula showed off the chicken being cooked on the grill. 
Town Administrator James Ferrera is shown alongside 
Frizzle the Clown at Lucy Stone Park. 

Frizzle the Clown made animal balloons for seniors during 
the Summer Solstice Garden Party at Lucy Stone Park.

Quaboag students Bryann Lussier, left, 
Isabelle Manzaro and Alyssa Lussier 
volunteered to provide transportation 
services for seniors by way of golf cart. 

Frizzle 
made 

cotton 
candy for 

guests 
after 

lunch.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER-- The final 
American Legion baseball 
game of the regular season 
at historic Legion Field in 
Palmer was a vintage pitch-
er’s duel.

Aldenville (Chicopee) 
Post 337, who only had nine 
players available for the road 
game, snapped its four‑game 
losing streak by edging 
Monson Post 241, 1–0, last 
Wednesday night.

“We battled the entire 
game,” said Matt Sutton, who 
was the winning pitcher for 
Aldenville. “I focused on 
staying calm on the mound, 
pitch to pitch, and this is a 
huge win for us.”

Aldenville had a 2-4-1 
record following the shutout 
victory, while Monson fell 
to 2-4.

The two squads were 
scheduled to face each other 
for the second time this 
summer at St. Joe’s Park in 
Thorndike on Wednesday 
night.  

Monson is also scheduled 
to face Longmeadow Post 

175 in another home game 
at St. Joe’s Park on Thursday 
night, and West Springfield 
Post 207 at Veteran’s Field in 
Monson on Monday night.

Last Wednesday’s contest 
marked Sutton’s first career 
victory as a member of the 
Aldenville Post 337 baseball 
team.

Sutton, who was a 
j un io r  member 
of the Chicopee 
Comp’s varsi ty 
baseball team this 
past spring, gave up 
only three base hits 
while striking out eight 
in  h is  performance 
against Monson. The 
righthander issued four 
walks and hit a pair of 
batters in six innings. 
He threw a total of 102 
pitches.

“ I  t hough t  Ma t t 
pitched a great game,” 
said Aldenville manager 
Nate Carillon. “We’ve 
been mostly using him 
as a relief pitcher so far 
this season. He stepped 
up in tonight’s game.”

Submitted photo

QUABBIN ATHLETES MAKE THEIR DECISIONS
During the spring, several athletes at Quabbin Regional High School made some import-
ant decisions about their futures. The school hosted an NLI signing days where the 
students committed to playing sports at the college level. Pictured are: Wes Sanderson- 
Football at Curry, Collin Lindley - Track at Merrimack, Owura Ankoma-Mensah - Track at 
University of New Haven, Bianca Wilder - Soccer and Track at Mount Holyoke, Abi Falconi 
- Track at Franklin Pierce and Mia Ducos (not pictured) - Basketball at Skidmore.

Monson Legion Post 241 falls at home to Aldenville

Liam McGrath sends a grounder to third base.

Liam McGrath 
gets low to 
make a catch 
at first base.

Brayden Mega sends a pitch 
away for Post 241.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

LEFT: Matthew Santos fires 
a throw to first from deep 
short.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

L U D L OW —  E v e n 
though the New England 
Mutiny had already been 
eliminated from the USL 
W playoffs, they still had 
a chance to influence the 
race for first place in the 
Northeast Division enter-
ing the regular‑season 
finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled 
off an upset victory against 
Vermont Green FC, the 
Hudson Valley Crusaders 
would have finished at 
the top of the Northeast 
Division table.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s 
Vermont Green FC players 
and their rowdy supporters 
doing all the celebrating 

Mutiny shut out by 
Vermont Green FC

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

L U D L OW — H a d  t h e 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
failed to secure a vic-
tory in last Friday 
n i g h t ’s  m a t c h 
a g a i n s t  A C 
Connecticut, 
their playoff 
hopes would 
have  van-
ished for the 
first time since 
t h ey  e n t e r e d 
USL League Two 
in 2019.

T h e  P i o n e e r s 
kept their postseason 
dreams alive a little 
bit longer thanks to a 
hard‑earned 1–0 shut-
out win at Lusitano 
Stadium.

“We didn’t  get 
the result that we 
wanted in our last 
match on Tuesday 
night, and we had a 
tie here last week,” 

said Pioneers assistant coach 
Tomas Duben. “It was very 
important for us to get the 
three points and the win in 
tonight’s game. We’re still 

battling for a postseason 
berth.”

D u b e n 
took over 
the  head 
c o a c h -
ing duties 
f r o m 
l o n g t i m e 

P i o n e e r s 
head coach 

F e d e r i c o 
M o l i n a r i , 
w h o  s p e n t 
last weekend 
c o a c h i n g  a 
Western United 
Pioneers U-16 
girls’ team at a 
tournament in 
Virgina.

S i n c e 
2024, Duben 
has a 3-0-1 
r eco rd  a s 
the Pioneers 

interim head coach.
“ M y  p l a y i n g  c a r e e r 

ended a couple of years ago 
because of a knee injury,” he 
said. “I really enjoyed play-
ing for this soccer team. I’m 
very grateful that 
F e d e r i c o  g ave 
me this coaching 
opportunity and 
I’m still learning.”  

The Pioneers improved 
to 6-2-2 (20 points) follow-
ing the home shutout victo-
ry, solidifying their hold on 
third place in the Northeast 
Division. They trail first 
place Vermont Green FC 
(10-0-1, 31 points) and 
second place NEC (10-1-1, 
30 points). Only the top two 
teams in the Northeast 
Division qualify for the 
league playoffs.

Western Mass. fin-
ished at the top of the 
Northeast table in both 
2019 and 2021. They made 
it all the way to the National 
Semifinals in 2021. They’ve 
finished in second place 

during the past 
four seasons. 

Between 2010 and 2018, 
the Pioneers only qualified 
for the USL PDL playoffs 

once.
AC Connecticut 

(1-10-0) had several 
scoring chances during the 
first twenty five minutes of 
the opening half, but Pioneers 
goalie Ben Alexander made 
the saves which kept the 

match scoreless.
“Ben played very well in 

tonight’s match,” Duben said. 
“The defense also gave him a 
lot of support back there.

Playoffs hopes still alive after Pioneers shutout 

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Trinity Clark collects a pass.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Alfred Baafi makes a backwards pass.

Matiwos 
Rumley goes to 
meet the ball.

Martin Echarren 
looks up the field.

Please see LEGION, 
page 10

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 11
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following a 3-0 shutout win 
over the Mutiny at Lusitano 
Stadium last Saturday night.

“We wanted to  p lay 
the spoiler role in today’s 
match,” said New England 
Mutiny midfielder Avery 
Klingensmith, who’s from 
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in 
our first season playing in 
this league, but it’s always 
a lot of fun trying to impact 
another team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W 
League Northeast title with a 
6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host 
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of  the  Vermont 
Green’s ties came at Lusitano 
Stadium against the Mutiny 
(1-1) on May 26. 

Vermont Green squeaked 
out a 2-1 home win in the 
second meeting between the 
two squads at the beginning 
of June.

The Mutiny finished their 

season with a 2-6-2 overall 
record.

“We lost a couple of 
close games this season,” 
Klingensmith said. “We also 
had a lot of new players, and 
it was a rebuilding year for 
us. We always tried to do our 
best in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan 
Cunningham made their first 
starts of the season in last 
Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of 
them in the past and it was a 
lot of fun having them back 
on the field again today,” 
Klingensmith said. “They’re 
a big part of this organiza-
tion.” 

Howarth, who also played 
for the Orlando Pride of the 
National Women’s Soccer 
League, is the Mutiny’s all-
time leading goalscorer and 
point-scorer.

Klingensmith is  also 
one of the Mutiny’s veter-
an players. She joined the 
squad after graduating from 
Belchertown High School in 
2022.

“It has been a great jour-
ney playing for this team,” 

said Klingensmith, who 
graduated from American 
University in May. “I only 
live about 15 minutes away 
and this place is very special 
to me. I’m hoping to play for 
this soccer team again next 
year.” 

Klingensmith is planning 
to play for a professional 
soccer team in Greece begin-
ning in August.

The other players from 
Western Mass. listed 
on the Mutiny ros-
ter are Mila Dillard 
(Ch icopee ) ,  Hope 
Santiniello (Agawam), 
and Tennessee Murphy 
(Monson). None of those 
players played in the final 
match of the regular season. 

During the opening half 
of last Saturday’s match, the 

Mutiny had two free kicks, 
but both attempts were 

saved by Vermont 
Green goalie Olivia 

Shippee.
T h e  v i s -

i t o r s  f r o m 
Burl ington 
took a 1-0 
lead during 
t h e  2 8 t h 
minute fol-

lowing a goal from Georgina 
Clark.

Emily Mara, who assisted 
on Clark’s goal, booted the 
ball into the net three min-
utes later.

The score remained 2-0 
until the 73rd minute when 
Lauren DeGroot  net ted 
another goal for Vermont 
Green. 

MUTINY from page 9

HOLYOKE –  The Valley 
Blue Sox dropped their 
third consecutive game after 
suffering a 5-2 loss to the 
Danbury Westerners on 
Saturday night. The 
Blue Sox had won 
their two previous 
matchups against 
Danbury but 
s t r u g g l e d 
to get on 
base early 
in  tonight’s 
game, which 
contributed to the outcome. 

The top of the first inning 
came and went for the Blue 
Sox as Danbury’s starting 
pitcher, Cole Gibson, retired 
the batters in order, giving 
the Westerners a chance 
to set the tone. For Valley, 
Andrew Oppenheimer made 
his season debut, joining 
the team due to personnel 
changes in the Blue Sox’s 
bullpen. 

Postgame, head coach 
John Raiola touched on hav-
ing players come onto the 
team in the middle of the 
season, but made it clear 
that he has to rely on those 
who have been here from the 

beginning.
“It does take some guys 

here and there to come in 
a n d  r e p l a c e 
some guys that 
we lost,” said 

R a i o l a .  “ O u r 
core is our core 
[and] they are 

all here for a 
reason…
t h e y 

k n o w 
w h a t  i t 
takes to be 

successful at this level.”
Oppenhe imer  began 

the bottom of the inning 
by walking the lead-off 
hitter,  Jack Lutte, who 
advanced to second when 
Kyle Garbowski grounded 
out. Collin Mowry then hit 
an RBI double with Lutte 
in scoring position, giving 
Danbury an early 1-0 lead. 

Gibson continued his 
impressive start in the sec-
ond by retiring the batters 
in order once again, but this 
time Oppenheimer followed 
suit, quickly regrouping 
from his first inning. 

Valley still had trouble 
finding a way on base in the 

third, and Danbury kept cap-
italizing on the Blue Sox’s 
shortcomings as Noel Rivera 
got walked, advanced to sec-
ond, and scored on a wild 
pitch, putting Valley behind 
2-0. 

The fifth inning had 
Valley getting two men on 
base when Eddison Esquivel 
hit a single out to center 
field, and Nick Tomasetto 
was walked. Unfortunately, 
the next three hitters were 
retired by Gibson, ending 
Valley’s chance at a scoring 
opportunity. 

Danbury did not waste 
any time starting the bottom 
of the frame as Peter Link 
hit a long homer out to cen-
ter field, extending the defi-
cit to 3-0. However, Anthony 
Grabau responded with a 
home run of his own during 
the sixth, leading the team in 
the home run category and 
getting Valley their first tally 
of the game.

The Blue Sox finally got 
the momentum on their side 
with Trevor Harmon getting 

Blue Sox drop third straight 
game, falling to Danbury

Sutton, who earned a 
save in Aldenville’s season 
opening road victory against 
Westfield Post 124, made his 
second start of the Legion 
season. His first start came 
against Northamapton Post 
28, which was a home loss a 
couple of weeks ago.  

Memphis Huertas, who’s 
normally Aldenville’s start-
ing catcher, didn’t attend 
last Wednesday’s game at 
Legion Field. Noah Carillon, 
who’s Nate’s younger broth-
er, strapped on the catcher’s 
gear for just the second time 

during his Legion career.
“Noah used to be a catch-

er in little league. He also 
caught a Legion game at 
North Adams last year, “Nate 
Carillon said. “He played 
very well back there.”

Noah Carillon made a div-
ing catch on a foul pop-up in 
the first inning and threw out 
a runner trying to steal third 
base in the third inning.

“It was Noah’s first time as 
a starting catcher and he did 
a great job behind the plate,” 
Sutton said. “I’m very proud 
of him.”

M o n s o n  r i g h t h a n d e r 
Brayden Mega, graduated 

from Pathfinder Tech in 2025 
and is currently a member of 
the Monroe University base-
ball team, also pitched very 
well. He went the distance in 
his start against Aldenville, 
allowing a run on two hits 
with four walks and nine 
strikeouts.

“It was another outstand-
ing performance by Brayden,” 
said Monson manager Steve 
Tripp. “He only had two hits 
and a couple of walks. We’ve 
just been struggling offen-
sively. We had guys on base 
in every inning and couldn’t 
score a run.”

Aldenville centerfielder 

Justin Rivera led off the top 
of the first inning with a line-
drive single to the gap in right 
center. Rivera advanced to 
second base following a field-
ing error. After the next two 
struck out and grounded out, 
Noah Carillon drew a walk 
extending the inning.

Mega escaped the jam with 
a pop-up caught by shortstop 
Matt Santos, who recent-
ly received the Karl Oliveira 
Memorial Scholarship Award. 

Then Mega retired the next 
ten Post 337 batters.

Meanwhile, Monson left 
six runners on base, includ-
ing five in scoring position, 
during the first five innings.

With two outs in the bot-
tom of the second, Monson 
second baseman Grayson 
Griswold, who singled to left 
leading off the frame, was 
tagged out by Carillon trying 
to steal home.

Two innings later, Monson 
first baseman Liam McGrath 
hit a leadoff single and left 
fielder Josiel Ortiz was safe 
at first base with two outs fol-
lowing a throwing error. Ortiz 
stole second before Sutton 
ended the threat with a strike-
out.

Aldenvi l le  le f t fie lder 
Adam Ozga lined a single 
into left field before being 
thrown out trying to steal sec-
ond base by Monson catcher 
Kyle Kaczuwka.

The visitors would then 
break the scoreless deadlock 
with a run in the following 

frame without the benefit of a 
base hit.

Rivera drew a one-out 
walk before stealing both 
second and third. Shortstop 
Charlie Maxwell also walked, 
putting runners at the corners. 
Then Ryan Netkovick, who 
was Aldenville’s starting sec-
ond baseman, hit a ground 
ball to Santos. His throw to 
the plate was dropped and 
Rivera scored what turned out 
to be the only run of the ball-
game. 

Then Carillon was walked 
intentionally, which loaded 

the bases.
Mega managed to get out 

of the jam with a strikeout 
and a ground ball out.

Monson had an oppor-
tunity to tie the score in the 
bottom half of the frame, but 
they had a runner tagged out 
by Sutton trying to score on a 
passed ball.

Maxwell relieved Sutton 
before the start of the sev-
enth inning. The righty issued 
an one-out walk to Dayne 
Shanley before retiring the 
next two batters to earn the 
save.

LEGION from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Theo Haley takes a lead off first.

Kyle Kaczuwka tries to check a 
swing.

Grayson Griswold lunges to pick up the ground ball.

S T.  L O U I S ,  M O   - 
The  St. Louis  Blues  and the 
Worcester Railers of the 
ECHL today  announced an 
affiliation agreement through 
the 2030-31 season.

Starting with the upcom-
ing 2026-27 campaign, the 
Railers will serve as the 
secondary affiliate for the 
Blues and their primary 
developmental affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds of 
the American Hockey League 
(AHL).

St .  Louis’  affi l ia t ion 
agreement with Springfield 
began in 2021 and was 
extended in 2024 to last 
through the 2030-31 season.

“For the development of 
St. Louis Blues prospects, 
Worcester truly is an ideal 
location for our ECHL affil-
iate and we look forward 
to launching this partner-
ship with their organiza-
tion and community,” said 
Tim Taylor, St. Louis Blues 
Assistant General Manager 
and Co-General Manager of 
the Springfield Thunderbirds. 
“Having Springfield and 
Worcester located within 50 
miles of each other will max-
imize the competitive oppor-
tunities for our young players 
and introduce some unique 
efficiencies for our player 

development and pro scout-
ing teams.”

The ECHL affiliate for 
the Blues over the previous 
two seasons was the Florida 
Everblades. The team just 
completed a run to win the 
ECHL’s Kelly Cup for the 
fourth time in five seasons.

The addition of Worcester 
as the Blues new ECHL affil-
iate enhances the organiza-
tional development pyramid 
based on geography and 
alignment between manage-
ment teams. Recently named 
by The Athletic as having the 
10th-best prospect pool in the 
NHL, the Blues head into the 
2026 NHL Draft with 12 total 
selections, including three 
in the first round. Prospects 
already in the Blues system 
with Springfield recently 
completed an inspiring play-
off run to the AHL’s Atlantic 
Division Finals under the 
leadership of first-year head 
coach  Steve Ott, establishing 
a record for the biggest upset 
in AHL playoff history in the 
process.

“When we were assess-
ing affiliation opportuni-
ties, we looked at a number 
of factors,” said Michael 
Myers, Worcester Railers 
Chief Operating Officer 
“We took into account prox-

imity, resources, and track 
record. Seeing what the 
Blues and their affiliates 
have done in recent history, 
excites us as an organization 
for what the future with St. 
Louis may hold. We look 
forward to welcoming St. 
Louis back into our Central 
Massachusetts hockey cul-
ture.”

The Worcester Railers 
were founded in 2016 and 
served as the  ECHL affiliate 
for the New York Islanders 
since beginning play in the 
2017-18 season. The Railers 
have posted a .500 or better 
record in seven of their eight 
seasons, including a 35-30-
7 record during the 2025-26 
season, their second-best 
record in franchise history. 
The head coach and gener-
al manager of the Railers 
is Nick Tuzzolino. 

The  Rai le r s  p lay  in 
the ECHL’s North Division in 
the Eastern Conference and 
have seen five former play-
ers make their NHL debut. 
A pillar of the Worcester, 
Massachusetts communi-
ty, the Railers have received 
the ECHL’s league-wide 
Community Service Award 

Blues to partner with Railers

Please see BLUE SOX, 
page 11

Please see PARTNER, 
page 11
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obituaries

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Death notices
Maziarz, Lorraine
Died June 24, 2026
Services July 2, 2026

Minney, David John
Died June 19, 2026
Services July 6, 2026

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ chat
  5. Statue near the 

Pyramids
 11. A process to 

change the look
 14. Herb
 15. Think about 

excessively
 18. Bass vocal part
 19. Supreme Allied 

Cmdr. of NATO
 21. A major division of 

geological time
 23. New Zealand parrot
 24. Cognitive contents
 28. Lump of yarn
 29. Atomic #109
 30. Let go of
 32. Indian title of 

respect
 33. Whereabouts 

unknown
 35. Electronic data 

processing

 36. Drivers’ licenses 
count

 39. Snakelike fishes
 41. They precede C
 42. Popular personal 

computers
 44. Intermediate 

community stage 
in ecological 
succession

 46. Wings
 47. Indicates position
 49. Pleasantly smooth 

or soft
 52. Jeweled headdress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reassertions
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Corporate executive
  2. A plant used for 

flavoring food

  3. Opinion or belief
  4. Sheep in their 

second year
  5. Intensities of sound
  6. Indicates support 

for
  7. Expression of 

laughter
  8. OJ trial judge
  9. Pointed ends of 

pens
 10. True bugs genus
 12. Lawyers argue 

theirs
 13. Body parts
 16. Closes tightly
 17. World Heritage site 

in Nigeria
 20. Islamic calendar 

month
 22. Commercial
 25. “Westworld” actor 

Harris
 26. They __
 27. Religious guilds

 29. Woman (French)
 31. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 34. Brew
 36. Spiritual leader
 37. Indigo bush
 38. Burn with a hot 

liquid
 40. Older citizen
 43. Scad fish genus
 45. Morning
 48. Line passing 

through the center 
(abbr.)

 50. Double S-shaped 
curve

 51. Small, thin person
 53. Older
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Word element 

meaning ear
 58. To the __ degree
 59. Residue
 61. It cools your home

Alexander returned to 
action after missing a couple 
of games due to an injury.

I t  was the Pioneers’ 
fourth 1-0 win of the regu-
lar season. They also played 
a scoreless draw in a road 
match against Black Rock 
FC at the beginning of June. 

The Pioneers, who have 
a 3-1-1 home record, took 
advantage of a mistake made 
by AC Connecticut goalie 
Asger Hemmer-Hansen to 
take a 1-0 late in the first 
half. 

Alfred Baafi put a shot 
into the back of the net 
giving the Pioneers a 1-0 
lead at the end of the first 
half.

“The goalie attempt-
ed to clear the ball, but 
I stole it away from him,” 
said Baafi, who scored his 
third goal of the season. 
“Then I put a shot into the 
wide open net, which felt 
really good. We’re still hop-
ing to make the playoffs”

B a a f i ,  w h o ’s  f r o m 
Techiman, Ghana, is a first-
year member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home 
games.”

Baafi is also a member 
of the men’s soccer team 
at High Point University in 
High Point, North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi was 
a member of the Seacoast 
United Phantoms, which 
captured the USL-League 
Two National Championship 
title.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing after my team won the 
championship game two 
years ago,” said Baafi, who’s 
going to be a senior in the 
fall. “I just needed a change 

and decided to play for the 
Pioneers this year. I’m also 
hoping to be drafted by a 
MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an 
opportunity to score another 
goal at the start of the second 
half.

Martin Echarren sent 
a pass into the box to Juan 
Gal indrez ,  whose  shot 
attempt skipped wide of the 
goal. 

The Western Mass. squad 
also had several more chanc-
es to score, but the score 
remained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC 
at 7:30pm on Friday night.

SOUTH HADLEY – 
Lorraine Maziarz, age 84 
p a s s e d  a w a y 
on Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026 at 
Holyoke Medical 
Center of natural 
causes.  

Lorraine was 
born in Ware on 
April 20, 1942, 
daughter of the 
l a t e  M i t c h e l l 
Maziarz and Helen (Czaja) 
Maziarz. She was a resident 
of Ware for most of her life 
until her mother passed 
away in 1987, at which 
time she moved to a group 
home.  

Lorraine was preced-
ed in death by her broth-
er,  Michael  “Mickey” 
Maziarz and her sister, Judy 
Maziarz.  

Lorraine was a child 
of God, she loved the 
simple things of life, cof-
fee, attending St. Mary’s 
Church, spending summers 
at the Ware Town Pool.  

She liked car rides and 
helping her mother around 
the house. Lorraine fre-
quently helped her moth-
er with her job of cleaning 

homes in Ware.  
She loved to visit with 

family, going to 
the zoo, Yankee 
Candle trips, and 
going on vacation.  

Lorraine leaves 
behind her sis-
ters; Rosemarie 
Murphy of Ware, 
a n d  P a t r i c i a 
Chabot of Suffolk, 
Vi r g i n i a ,  a n d 

three nephews; Richard 
Murphy of Ware, Jonas 
Chabot of Ware and Joshua 
Chabot of Suffolk, Virginia; 
two nieces, Michaelena 
“Mikey” Murphy-Tapanes 
of Northampton and Hanna 
Chabot of Suffolk, Virginia.  

A Funeral Mass will be 
offered on Thursday, July 
2, 2026 at 10 a.m. in St. 
Mary’s Church, 57 South 
St. ,  Ware.   Inurnment 
will follow in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in Ware.  Funeral 
arrangements are being 
handled by Cebula Funeral 
Home of Ware.  

For more information 
and an online guestbook, 
please visit: www.cebulafu-
neralhome.com.

WARE – David John 
Minney, 90, of Ware, entered 
into eternal rest 
on June 19, 2026. 
David was born to 
Hector and Amelia 
(Gokey) Minney 
on Oct. 1, 1935. He 
grew up in Ludlow, 
a t t e n d i n g  l o c a l 
schools and gradu-
ating from Ludlow 
High School as a 
multi-sport athlete, excel-
ling in soccer and basket-
ball, earning the nicknames 
“Minney Mouse” and the 
“Mighty Mouse.” 

After graduating from 
high school, he attended 
Wilbraham Academy for a 
post graduate year where he 
also played soccer. 

David was a man of 
incredible pride; he was 
immensely proud of every 
single one of his life’s 
endeavors and adventures, 
speaking of them often, shar-
ing stories and laughs with 
friends, family, and even 
strangers he was meeting for 
the first time. 

He was a veteran of the 
United States Armed Forces, 
serving as a medic in the 
National Guard. 

He was an extremely hon-
est and hardworking man and 
put his all into everything he 
did. 

As a young man he helped 
breed award winning span-
iels and run kennels along-
side his father. He started in 
the excavating business as a 
young man as well, working 
for his father’s business, H.F. 

Minney & Son Excavating 
Landscaping in Ludlow. 

He owned and 
operated Ludlow 
Outdoor Sports, 
selling snowmo-
biles and mini-
bikes and sharing 
his enthusiasm for 
them with many 
local residents. 

Later  in  l i fe 
he started D&B 

Junk Removal with his wife, 
eventually going back into 
excavation as owner and 
operator of Minney & Sons 
Excavating for many years, 
even donating his time and 
equipment to create local 
youth sports fields and help 
with the creation of a play-
ground at the local elementa-
ry school. 

He was an outdoorsman 
thru and thru, loving all out-
door activities from hunting 
to fishing to 4 wheeling and 
snowmobiling. 

He was a member of the 
Ludlow Fish & Game Club 
for many years, also work-
ing there in his younger 
years. Deer hunting, specif-
ically as a bow hunter, was 
his true passion, which was 
witnessed immediately upon 
entering his prized log cabin, 
where he proudly displayed 
his many mounts. 

He was also a die-hard 
New England sports fan, 
never missing a Celtics, Pats, 
or Sox game if he could help 
it! 

He joins in eternal rest 
his parents, Hector and 
Amelia Minney; his wife, 

best friend, and soulmate, 
Barbara (Holbrook) Minney; 
his children, David J. Minney 
Jr., Brett F. Minney, Renee 
D. Pollack, and Allan R. 
Beauregard. He is survived 
by his two sisters; Marsha 
Matlasz, her son Matthew 
Matlasz, and her daugh-
ter, Marisa Kalesnik; Hazel 
Bazinet, her husband, Roger, 
and their son, Brian Bazinet; 
the grandson he proudly 
raised as a son who became 
his best friend, Aaron Wrobel 
and his partner, Brittany 
Van Etten; the granddaugh-
ters he also raised, Angela, 
Amy, and Ariel Pollack; his 
unofficially adopted daugh-
ter, Kelly Moores; his grand-
children, Alyssa Paradise 
and Bradley, David, Emily, 
and Destiny Beauregard; his 
great-grandchildren, Kadence 
and Damien Brooks, Peyton 
Damon, and Jaice, Jailee, 
Jaila May, and Jailani Hall; 
as well as several cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and other 
extended family. 

Services will be held on 
Monday, July 6, 2026 with 
a prayer service to begin at 
4 p.m. followed by calling 
hours until 6:30 p.m. with 
military honors to close 
at Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in David’s 
honor to the Massachusetts 
wildlife and fisheries depart-
ments or the Massachusetts 
department of conservation 
and recreation, or to another 
charity/organization of your 
choosing.

Lorraine Maziarz, 84David J. Minney, 90

PIONEERS from page 9

five times in their eight sea-
sons.

The Blues helped intro-
duce minor league hockey to 
Worcester from 1994-2005 
when the Worcester  IceCats 
were the team’s top AHL 

affiliate. In addition to a 
series of successful play-
off runs, the IceCats pro-
duced several players that 
went on to play prominent 
roles for the Blues, includ-
ing  Jim Campbell,  Michal 
H a n d z u s ,   J a m a l 
Mayers, Tyson Nash, Darren 

Rumble, and Blues Hall 
of Famer  Barret Jackman. 
After the IceCats were sold 
and relocated to become the 
Peoria Rivermen in 2005, 
the Worcester Sharks served 
as the AHL affiliate of the 
San Jose Sharks until 2015.

walked and moving to sec-
ond off another Esquivel 
single. Nick Tomasetto hit 
a single of his own and sent 
Harmon home, bringing 
Valley within one run of a 
tie game.  

Owen Basso replaced 
Oppenheimer in the bot-
tom of the sixth and ended 
up loading the bases after 
hitting Ronan Donohue 
with a pitch and walking 
Michael Delph and Gavin 
Donohue. Basso then threw 
a wild pitch that allowed 
Ronan Donohue to score 

Danbury’s fourth run.
There were no runs 

scored in the seventh, and 
unlike Danbury, Valley 
was not able to get on the 
board in the eighth. The 
final run of the game was 
another home run from 
the Westerners as Gavin 
Donohue hit the ball out of 
Rogers Park, putting a late 
Blue Sox comeback out of 
reach.

Valley’s focus now shifts 
to their next game, and 
Coach Raiola spoke about 
what he hopes to see from 
his team when they play the 
Sharks.

“More compete, more 
fight, more energy,” said 
Raiola. “Tomorrow’s a new 
day…and [an] opportunity 
to put together a more com-
plete game.”

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
William Fauth watches his pass move away.

LEFT: Riley Priddy makes a 
quick pass.

BLUE SOX from page 10

PARTNER from page 10

WARE – Town Clerk 
Nancy Talbot said it is the 
last call to return your annual 
town census forms.

Massachusetts General 
Laws require each city and 
town to send an annual cen-
sus to each household every 
year. The census was sent 
out to all households in Ware 
several months ago and cur-
rently the return has not been 
done by many households.

The law also requires that 
an inactivation of voters is 
done for those voters who 
have not returned the census. 

This will be done in the next 
week for those who do not 
mail or return their census in 
the blue drop box outside the 
lower-level offices.

When a voter is inacti-
vated, a confirmation card is 
mailed and must be returned 
to the Town Clerk to reacti-
vate them.

There are three choic-
es listed on the card: 1. I 
am still living at the same 
address in the Town of Ware, 
2. I have moved to the fol-
lowing address (fill in the 
blank) in the Town of Ware 

or 3. I have moved out of 
town and wish to be deleted 
as a voter. My new address is 
(fill in the blank).

The card must be signed 
and dated by the voter and 
returned to the Town Clerk 
(it is a postage paid card).

If and when the card is 
not returned, the voter will 
need to complete paperwork 
when they come to vote at 
the next election. Proof of 
residency at the address 
the voter is listed at will be 
needed at that time.

Residents reminded to return annual census forms
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QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish 
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT 
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65. 
TEEK SHOWER STOOL, 14dx8h, 
beautiful, brand new in box, $85. 
FUTON with quality mattress, $175. 

413-256-1670 

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. 
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097. 

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel. 
$1600/month. First/security. 413-204-
9828 

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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public notices
Town of Ware

Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
V-2026-02

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, acting as the Variance 
granting authority, will hold a 
Public Hearing during the sched-
uled meeting on WEDNESDAY, 
July 22nd at 4:00pm, on the 
application of Mark and Kris 
Lynch for the construction of 
a carport in front of the main 
dwelling, under Zoning Bylaw 
Section 7.3, and pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to 
Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be conducted in 
person and via remote means, in 
accordance with applicable law. 
This means that members of the 
Planning Board as well as mem-
bers of the public may access this 
meeting in person, or via virtual 
means. In person attendance will 
be held in the Board of Select-
man’s Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA. It is possible 
that any or all members of the 
public body may attend remote-
ly, with in-person attendance 
consisting of members of public. 
The meeting may be accessed re-
motely via zoom. Go to https://
zoom.us/join or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Pass-
word: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  87 Os-
borne Road, Ware MA. Said 
premise being further described 
in a deed recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 4449 Page 61.  Property is 
also identified as Assessor’s Par-
cel 28-0-43. Zoned: Rural Resi-
dential (RR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

07/02, 07/09/2026

Town of Ware
Notice of Public Hearing

Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE

SP-2026-04 & SPR-2026-03
NOTICE is hereby given that 

the Ware Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit Granting 
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing 
during the scheduled meeting on 
THURSDAY, July 23rd, 2026 
at 7:00pm, on the application of 
New England Power Company, 
rebuilding and expanding of ex-
isting electric substation, under 
Zoning Bylaw Section 7.2.1(B), 
and pursuant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 22 of 
the Acts of 2022, this hearing 
will be conducted in person and 
via remote means, in accordance 
with applicable law. This means 
that members of the Planning 
Board as well as members of the 
public may access this meeting 
in person, or via virtual means. 
In person attendance will be 
held in the Board of Selectman’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA. It is possible that 
any or all members of the public 
body may attend remotely, with 
in-person attendance consisting 
of members of public. The meet-
ing may be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone Number: 
929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 
604 1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  0 & 59 
Gilbertville Road, Ware MA. 
Said premises being further de-
scribed in deeds recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 1063 Page 264.  
Properties are also identified as 
Assessor’s Parcels 30-0-43 & 
30-0-42. Zoned: Rural Business 
(RB).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING BOARD
07/02, 07/09/2026

Town of Ware
Notice of Public Hearing
Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
V-2026-01
NOTICE is hereby given that 

the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, acting as the Variance 
granting authority, will hold a 
Public Hearing during the sched-
uled meeting on WEDNESDAY, 
July 22nd, 2026 at 4:00pm, on 
the application of New England 
Power Company for the con-
struction of a fence over 6ft in the 
buffer zone, under Zoning Bylaw 
Section 7.3.2, and pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to 
Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be conducted in 
person and via remote means, in 
accordance with applicable law. 
This means that members of the 
Planning Board as well as mem-
bers of the public may access this 
meeting in person, or via virtual 
means. In person attendance will 
be held in the Board of Select-
man’s Meeting Room, 126 Main 
Street, Ware, MA. It is possible 
that any or all members of the 
public body may attend remote-
ly, with in-person attendance 
consisting of members of public. 
The meeting may be accessed re-
motely via zoom. Go to https://
zoom.us/join or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 929-205-6099; 
Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Pass-
word: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  0 & 59 
Gilbertville Road, Ware MA. 
Said premises being further de-
scribed in deeds recorded in the 
Hampshire County Registry of 
Deeds, Book 1063 Page 264.  
Properties are also identified as 
Assessor’s Parcels 30-0-43 & 
30-0-42. Zoned: Rural Business 
(RB).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

07/02, 07/09/2026

Notice of Sale of 
Motor Vehicles

 under G.L. c. 255., Section 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA 01031 

Pursuant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that 
on 7/17/2026 at 10:00AM at: 
Regin’s Repair 19 Church St Gil-
bertville, MA 01031 by private 
sale, the following Motor Vehicle 
will be sold to satisfy the garage 
keepers lien thereon for storage, 
towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said ve-
hicle. 
Vehicle description: 
2014 Chrysler Town & Country
Registration/State: 6XWF19/MA 
VIN: 2C4RC1BG5ER343463
Name and address of owner: 
Denise Ziemba 408 Main St.
Sturbridge, MA 01566

 By: James M. Regin
Dated: 6/24/2026

07/02, 07/09, 07/16/2026

WARREN 
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Jack Fowler III  
661 Main Street

Pursuant to MGL, Chapter 
40A, notice is hereby given that 
the Warren Planning Board, act-
ing as the Special Permit Grant-
ing Authority, will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, July 20, 
2026 at 7:00 PM on the appli-

cation of Jack Fowler III. The 
Hearing will be held at the War-
ren Senior Center located at 2252 
Main Street in West Warren.

The Applicant, Jack Fowler 
III, is requesting a Special Permit 
(No. 318) under Sections 3.23-17 
and 3.25-2 of the zoning bylaws 
to operate a home-based mead-
ery business at 661 Main Street 
(Map 18, Lot 52) in the Village 
district.

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be inspected in the 
Office of the Planning Board or 
the Town Clerk during normal 
business hours. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 
07/02, 07/09/2026

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
SP-2026-03
NOTICE is hereby given that 

the Ware Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit Granting 
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing 
during the scheduled meeting 
on THURSDAY, July 9th at 
7:00pm, on the application of 
Colleen Powers, for the keeping 
of over 5 chickens, under Zoning 
Bylaw Section 4.4.1.D.2.B, and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 40A. 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, this hearing will be 

conducted in person and via re-
mote means, in accordance with 
applicable law. This means that 
members of the Planning Board 
as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. In per-
son attendance will be held in the 
Board of Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via zoom. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join or join 
by phone. Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  168 
Fisherdick Road. Said prem-
ises being further described in 
deeds recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, Book 
11920 Page 16.  Property is also 
identified as Assessor’s Parcel 
33-0-9. Zoned: Rural Residential 
(RR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING BOARD
06/25, 07/02/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The commu-
nity welcomed Lost Towns 
Brewing as they opened 
a new taproom inside the 
Stone Mill Marketplace in 
the historic millyard. 

“We’re happy to be here,” 
said Alex Spurrell of Lost 
Towns Brewing. 

Lost  Towns Brewing 
found its first home in the 
village of Gilbertville inside 
the former Czabaj’s Market 
building off Route 32. Lost 
Towns Brewing was founded 
by the Spurrell family, Pam 
and James Spurrell. 

Lost  Towns Brewing 
became a community gath-
ering business with brewed 
beers, live music, art, games 
and community building. 
The Spurrell family has had 
a lot of amazing events held 
at Lost Towns Brewing in 
Gilbertville. 

With a new space in the 
Stone Mill officially open 
Lost Towns Brewing decided 

to keep the Gilbertville loca-
tion for production only. 

The grand opening of the 
new Lost  Towns 

Brewing loca-
t ion  had  an 
e x c e l l e n t 
recept ion as 
c u s t o m e r s 
were already 
settling in the 
new taproom. 
The Spurrells 
and Lost Towns 
Brewing staff 
w e r e  g i v i n g 
tours of the new 
taproom, which 
has more seat-

ing, a bigger bar, a 
stage area and a display of art. 

Local  ar t is t  Terrence 
Kiernan, who also works at 
Lost Towns Brewing, gave 
a tour and showed some of 
the art displays on the walls 
of the new taproom. One of 
the art displays is by the late 
Elizabeth Howe Lincoln, 
whose art is based on loca-
tions in the towns of Ware and 
Hardwick. 

Kiernan also has his own 
work displayed in the new 

taproom. 
Kiernan was excited to 

be at the new Lost Towns 
Brewing location and felt the 
support by the community 
and Lost Town’s dedicated 
patrons. 

“The turnout and reaction 
have been really supportive,” 
Kiernan said. 

Lost Towns Brewing is 
ready to become a destina-
tion in Ware and what better 
than to operate inside a his-
toric building. When asked 
about how they heard about 
the Stone Mill Marketplace, 
Pam Spurrell shared how the 
brewery was approached. 

Rick Lotuff of the Stone 
Mill approached the Spurrell 
family about the revitaliza-
tion plan for the building. 
This plan included looking for 
businesses who would want 
to partner with Stone Mill 
Marketplace so it will become 
a destination location.

Lotuff had some shared 
visions with Lost Towns 
Brewing and both thought it 
would be a perfect partner-
ship. 

“We’re about the commu-

nity,” Spurrell said. “Wanting 
to be an integral destination in 
Ware.” 

The new space offers a 
bigger occupancy and is invit-
ing. Lost Towns Brewing is 
also thankful to have plenty 
of parking at the Stone Mill 
Marketplace. Guests can park 
in the lot in front of the Mill 
and conveniently walk to the 
front entrance. 

The  ceremony began 
with the ribbon cutting as 
the Spurrell Family and the 
Lost Towns Brewing team 
were officially welcomed by 
the Ware Business & Civic 
Association and Beyond. The 
giant scissors were handed to 
Pam and James Spurell who 
made the grand opening offi-
cial. 

The audience applauded 
Lost Towns Brewing and made 
their way inside for a cold 
brew. The new bar features a 
new Lost Towns Brewing neon 
sign with the logo hanging 
above. The bar also features 
12 beers on draft plus a hard 
seltzer. 

Lost Towns Brewing will 
have some new seasonal brews 
throughout the year as well as 
sticking with their regular fla-
vors. Alex Spurrell was work-
ing at the bar and talked about 
a new beer release happening 
during the grand opening.

This brand-new beer was 
named “Life Goes to a Party” 
and was tried by many patrons 
who attended the grand open-
ing. 

Lost Towns Brewing is one 
of many new additions to pop 
up inside the Stone Mill and 
the public is excited about it. 
The fun programs Lost Towns 
Brewing offers will continue 
in the new space. 

Alex Spurrell mentioned 
trivia night happening at the 
taproom. Trivia night will take 
place on May 7 and will be a 
regular event on the first and 
third Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. Open mic nights 
will be at the new taproom and 
are every Friday from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. 

Karaoke night will also be 
held at Lost Towns Brewing. 
A new stage area has been set 
up for bands, open mics, and 
karaoke. 

A list of events can be 
found on the Lost Towns 
Brewing website, ltbrew.com. 
People can also call Lost 
Towns Brewing at 413-277-
0818 or email info@lost-
townsbrewing.com. 

Lost Towns Brewing is 
officially settled inside their 
new home in Ware. Be sure 
to visit at 44 East Main St. 
located inside the Stone Mill 
Marketplace. 

Lost Towns Brewing opens in Stone Mill Marketplace

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held to welcome Lost Towns Brewing at its new location 
inside the historic Stone Mill in Ware. The Spurrell family, Pam and James, is shown cut-
ting the ribbon alongside theLost Towns Brewing crew and the Ware Business and Civic 
Association & Beyond. 

The new bar featured a neon sign highlighting Lost Towns 
Brewing. Standing by the sign is Lost Towns Brewing crew 
member Terrence Kiernan putting orders in.

This historic mill picture 
is displayed across the 

hall from Lost Towns 
Brewing. This picture 
shows previous prop-
erty owner Joe Lotuff 

looking over the Stone 
Mill during a sand blast-
ing job on his property. 

Art is displayed all over the new Lost Towns Brewing location 
at Stone Mill in Ware. This is the artwork of Terrence Kiernan. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

1,000’S OF ACs ON SALE!!!
MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

OPEN 4TH OF JULY 9AM-7PM
4TH OF JULY SALE!!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com

Happy 250th
★ Birthday ★

to our beautiful and 
    amazing country!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!
508.341.8299

171 Farm Pond Road Oakham $590,000
Designed w/entertaining in mind, this 
home offers an open-concept fl plan 
& private 3-acre setting. The 1st floor 
features a stunning 33-ft country kitchen 
w/ss appliances, quartz countertops, 
large walk-in pantry, & beautiful Brazilian 
cherry flooring. The kitchen flows 
seamlessly into the 26-ft front-to-back 
living/family rm, highlighted by a raised-hearth pellet stove, & formal dining rm 
adorned w/custom moldings. Sliding doors provide easy access to rear deck, 
perfect for indoor-outdoor gatherings. Upstairs, the generous primary suite 
includes a walk-in closet & en-suite bath w/soak tub & separate shower. 
2 additional bedrooms, another full bath with laundry complete the level. 
The finished lower level offers additional heated living and entertainment space, 
while the heated two-car garage provides year-round comfort/convenience. 
For equestrian or hobby farmers, the property features a two-stall barn w/water 
and electric w/2 paddocks & ample room for horses, goats, cows or more.Lisa Caron Realtor®

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

Call today to get started!

508.341.8299

Are you ready to buy or sell?

SUMMERSUMMER
at TIMMY’S

EVERY SATURDAY 
7AM-2PM

JUNE THRU OCTOBER
20’X30’ AREA ON GRASS

Most have shades & tables
$30.00 Cash To Set Up

1042 West St. 1042 West St. 
(Rt. 122) Barre MA(Rt. 122) Barre MA
2 mi. north of Barre center2 mi. north of Barre center

CONTACT:
Text: 978-257-9461

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

8 Martin Rd, Brookfield — $560,000
This custom hip-roof Colonial is located in the 

desirable Tantasqua School District. The property 
features 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a walk-out basement, 
a walk-up attic, and a two-car garage. Please contact 

me if you would like more information.

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of AAA Battery

$25
Claim a

Prepaid Card
with a purchase of Legend or 
Legend Premium AGM Battery

$20
Claim a

Buy 1 Legend, Legend Premium AGM, 
or AAA Battery and claim a Prepaid Card

Please see store associate 
for details. Redeem online 
at NAPArebates.com by 
9/15/26. Terms & Conditions 
apply. Limit 2 per household. 
Excludes Proformer, 
Commercial, Marine and 
Lawn & Garden batteries.


