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WARREN – This past 
Saturday, the common was 
filled with community mem-
bers, legislators and law 
enforcement officials to sup-
port the family of 16-year-
old Molly Bish, who was 
abducted from her lifeguard-
ing job 25 years ago on June 
27, 2000.

Her remains were found 
three years later in a wood-
ed area on Whiskey Hill in 
Palmer. In 2021, investiga-
tors named the late Francis 
“Frank” P. Sumner Sr. as a 
person of interest in her mur-
der.

But on this day, the focus 
would be on Molly, and the 
changes made to protect chil-
dren and get justice for the 
victims of crimes since her 

disappearance.
“We gather  today to 

remember Molly,” her moth-
er Magi Bish said. “It’s been 
25 years of great sadness, but 
remarkable love.”

Magi said that her young-

est daughter was a “simple, 
silly, sweet 16-year-old.”

“Her joyfulness will not 
be forgotten,” Magi said. 
“I believe Molly’s love and 
light have guided us these 
25 years…because of Molly, 

we have conquered what evil 
could not.”

 The theme of this year’s 
v ig i l  was  “Because  of 
Molly,” and each speaker 
shared the impact Molly’s 
life has had on both the com-

munity and beyond. 
“Molly transformed us 

into doers of good,” Magi 
said. 

This included establishing 
the Molly Bish Foundation in 
her memory, which has pro-

vided victim advocacy ser-
vices, support and promoted 
legislative actions since it 
was formed. 

Molly’s  older  s is ter, 
Heather, said while time 
at the vigil could be spent 
talking about the person sus-

Community 
marks 
25 years 
since Bish’s 
abduction

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Planning Board contin-
ued a public hearing for a 
special permit by Quabbin 
Glamping and Camping, 
LLC. 

John Samek, who is the 
proprietor of Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery, is one 

of the applicants alongside 
Libby Talbot of Quabbin 
Glamping & Camping, 
LLC. At the public hearing 
on June 24, the applicants 
provided newly updat-
ed plans with a new site 
plan designed by Stoddard 
Engineering, based out of 
Athol.

This proposed plan is 
on 80 acres of land at 3305 
Greenwich Road. 

Originally the applicants 
had a plan for 100 campsites 
in total. As of June 24, the 
plan has been reduced to 50 
campsites featuring 24 tent 
sites, six existing cabins, 
four proposed cabins and 16 
camper sites. 

T h e  e n g i n e e r  f r o m 
Stoddard Engineering was in 
attendance, Chris Stoddard, 
and located the exis t -
ing roads in the site plan, 

including Patrill Hollow 
Road. On the site plan there 
is a proposed sign to be 
installed and is in full com-
pliance with Section 8 of 
the Hardwick Zoning Bylaw 
and all the applicable build-
ing codes. 

There were some ques-
tions regarding lighting on 
the site. Samek said the 
campground will have solar 
lighting and the posts for 

the lights are not at a stan-
dard height and are adjust-
able. The applicant wished 
to place lights near the turns 
and corners of the camp-
ground roads. Their inten-
tion is to keep the lights as 
minimal as they can. 

When asked about water 
supply and sewage for the 

Planning Board approves special permit for campground 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Fr iends  of 
Mary Lane Hospital mem-
bers Cathy Cascio and Cindy 
Allen Bourcier hosted a com-
munity meeting to discuss 
the trust funds associated 
with Mary Lane Hospital.

At the June 24 meeting, 
Cascio said they had hoped 
to have Megan Burke, pres-
ident of the Community 
Foundat ion of  Western 
Massachusetts, join them to 
explain how the foundation 
works, but she was unable to 
attend. 

Bourcier said Burke spoke 
with representatives of Bank 
of America, which oversees 
the Lewis Gilbert Trust, and 
she said there was concern 
regarding the letter sent by 
the Selectboard to Bank of 
America.

“Because of all the con-
troversy over that letter…she 
has decided it would be inap-
propriate for her to come and 
visit our town at this time,” 
Bourcier said. “She does 
hope that things will clear 
up and that she’ll be able to 
come out in the future.”

Bourcier said when the 
hospital closed, they need-

Friends 
group 
discuss 
trust 
funds

Magi Bish (center) is shown with her daughter Heather and son John Jr. during the 25th anniversary vigil of 16-year-old 
Molly Bish’s abduction from her lifeguarding job at Comins Pond on June 27, 2000.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
This banner featured pins 
from the annual Ride for 
Molly charity motorcycle 
ride.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
West  Warren  Library 
Association kicked off 
Summer Reading last week 
with a fun colorful clay 
tile class held at the Senior 
Center. 

For this fun art class, 
Pied Potter Rick Hamelin 
and Garine Arakelian of 
Kulina Folk Art taught 
kids and adults how to 
make beautiful clay tiles. 
Hamelin demonstrated 
with a tray of clay prior to 
the guests taking their turn 
at making some colorful 
art. 

Hamelin offers work-
shops for children, teens 
and adults as well as 
hands-on clay workshops 
lectures and pottery wheel 
demonstrations. When it 
comes to decorating and 
design, there are multiple 
tools a clay artist can use. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The town 
held its second informa-
tional session of the 
Wa r r e n  P u b l i c 
Safety Facility. 

T o w n 
Administrator 
James Ferrera 
w e l c o m e d 
the  pub l i c 
who attend-
e d  a s  h e 
in t roduced 
the Board of 
S e l e c t m e n 
a n d  r e p r e -
s e n t a t i v e s 
o f  T e c t o n 
Architects who 
c o n d u c t e d  t h i s 
study. This the second 
of three public presenta-
tions regarding a proposed 
public safety complex after 
the town did a feasibility 
study that cost the town noth-
ing due to receiving a grant. 

The town website, www.
warren-ma.gov, has copies of 
the presentation that can be 
reviewed by residents who 
were unable to attend the 

meeting on June 26. 
Ferrera said there are 

options to look at and options 
can change as these meetings 
take place. Jeff McElravy of 

Tecton Architects stated 
that the town and the 

architects are still 
in the phase of 

gathering feed-
back from the 
public. 

As part of 
the agenda, 
the  a rch i -
t e c t s  w i l l 
go over the 
c h a l l e n g -
es with the 

current Fire 
a n d  P o l i c e 

D e p a r t m e n t 
bu i ld ings ,  go 

over three current 
conceptual designs 

for the proposed public 
safety complex, what if sce-
narios, and how to choose. 
From McElravy’s observa-
tion, there are good opportu-
nities to improve the working 
environment of both depart-
ments.

Community continues 
talk on safety complex

Artists create colorful clay tiles

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Pied Potter Rick Hamelin demonstrated how to shape a clay tile at the Warren 
Senior Center. 

“IT IS A QUESTION 
OF COST. 

GIVE SOMETHING 
THAT IS 

SELLABLE TO 
THE VOTERS.”

JAMES DUSTY
RESIDENT

Please see FUNDS, page 3

Please see PERMIT, 
page 3

Please see COMPLEX, 
page 7Please see TILES, page 6

Because of Molly

Please see MOLLY, page 8
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 1989 showed 
Ware Selectmen Gerry 

Mallet, Stan Pajak, 
David Flanagan and Paul 

Petracone marching 
in Hardwick’s 250th 
anniversary parade.  If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 

and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Need a new bank?Need a new bank?
We’ll help you switch.We’ll help you switch.

We are proud to call Ware home to one of our branches! Our 
expert team is ready to help you with all of your personal or 
business banking needs - and we’re right in your neighborhood!

WARE BRANCH  I  136 West Street  I  413-967-0912 

Shannon Ortona, Branch Manager & IRA Administrator
Kate Blackwell, Assistant Branch Manager

All deposits fully insured.

Learn more: www.monsonsavings.bank

Contact Our Ware Team: Shannon Ortona and Kate Blackwell

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693
www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, JULY 17TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• WARE •

267 Osborne Road     WARE, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

±2,400 S/F

WOOD FRAMED BARN
WITH

SKYLINE MOBILE HOME
ON

±1¾ ACRES OF LAND

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Joseph J. Lange

Of the firm of Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.

5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
•  ±2,400 S/F Wood Framed Barn 

w/ ±400 S/F Storage & Tack Room, (10) Horse Stalls •
• Office w/ Kitchen & Full Bath (Barn) • 

• Skyline Ranch Mobile Home • ±728 S/F of Living Area •
• Shared Well & Septic • Assessors Map: 40-0-14 •

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WA R E  –  T h e  Wa r e 
Cultural Council awarded 
$12,165 to local artists and 
organizations to promote the 
arts in the town of Ware.  

The funding for these 
grants is made possible by 
the efforts of legislators, state 
Sen. Peter J. Durant and state 
Rep. Donald R Berthiaume, 
Jr. This year, the council 
received 19 grant applications, 
and 12 applications were 
approved by its dedicated vol-
unteer board members.   

Here are a few of the 
activities coming up this 
summer free of  charge: 
Arts Exploration/Summer 

Youth Series (ages 6-12) 
Wednesdays July 9-Aug. 
13 at  Workshop 13 (no 
fee); Story Wizards, July 
10 at Workshop 13 (no fee); 
Summer Concert Series at 
the Meeting House July 13, 
July 20 and July 27; Balloons 
Books and Magic July 29 at 
Ware Library (no fee); and 7th 
Annual Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition, Aug. 23-Sept. 7 
(Saturdays and Sundays).

For information on how to 
apply for a grant during the 
2026 grant cycle year please 
contact the council by email at 
wareculturalcouncil@yahoo.
com.

Ware Cultural Council 
awards $12,165 to artists

WARE – The Selectboard 
has scheduled a Special 
Town Election on Tuesday, 
Aug. 12 with voting from 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. to fill the vacan-
cy on the board.

C a t h e r i n e  B u e l o w 
Cascio and Kenneth R. 
Willette have submitted their 
Nomination Papers. The last 
date to object or withdraw 
Nomination Papers will be 
Thursday, July 10 at 5 p.m. 

The last date to register to 
vote for the Special Election 
will be Friday, Aug. 1 at 5 
p.m. Individuals may check 
to see if they are registered 
to vote at www.ma.gov – 
Elections and Voting. Simply 
put it your name and address 
and you will see whether you 
are registered or if you need 
to register or change your 
address (if you have moved).

Vote by Mail will be 

part of this election also. 
Information and the appli-
cation are on the Town of 
Ware website – www.town-
ofware.com under News and 
Notices. Complete the appli-
cation and drop off to the 
Town Clerk in person during 
normal business hours. 

You may also put your 
application in the Blue Drop 
Box located outside of the 
lower level offices or email 
the ballot to – ntalbot@town-
ofware.com. The deadline 
to apply for a Vote by Mail 
ballot will be Tuesday, Aug. 
5 at 5 p.m. Vote by Mail 
is active also on the www.
ma.gov website – Elections 
and Voting.

Questions can be directed 
to the Town Clerk Nancy J. 
Talbot at by calling 413-967-
9648 extension 103.

Town Clerk shares Special 
Town Election information

Lions Club 
hosts 
Concerts 
in the Park 

WARE – The Ware 
Lions presents Concerts 
in the Park on Thursday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. in Grenville Park, 73 
Church St.

Admission to concerts 
is free and concerts are 
weather dependent.

Concert dates include 
July 10, The Willies; July 
17, Bed by Ten; July 24, 
The Legends Show fea-
turing A Neil Diamond 
T r i b u t e  “ F o r e v e r 
Diamond” and A Tribute 
to Dolly Parton and A 
Tribute to Barry White 
& Lionel Richie; July 
31, Bigelow; and Aug. 7, 
Cobblestone Road.

During each concert, 
the Ware Lions will have 
a concession stand selling 
hot dogs, chips, popcorn 
and beverages. Raffle 
tickets for prizes will also 
be available.

F u n d i n g  f o r  t h e 
c o n c e r t s  i s  p r ov i d -
ed with support from 
Brad Matthew Jewelers, 
Wes t f i e ld  Bank ,  S t . 
Germain Insurance Inc., 
B’leaf Wellness Centre, 
Monson Savings Bank, 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank, Country Bank, Nat 
Falk Men’s Clothing, L. 
Sidur & Son Inc., Rolla 
Moto r  Pa r t s  NAPA, 
Cluett’s, Quabbin Wire 
& Cable Co., Jeffery & 
Jeffery Inc., Moulton 
Insurance and It’s Wine 
O’clock.

The Ware River News will gladly correct factual errors 
that appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to pouimette@turley.com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also be requested in writing at:  Ware 
River News, Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

HARDWICK – Every 
Wednesday come to the 
Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road on 
Wonder-filled Wednesdays 
for Story Time at 11 a.m. 
with stories, crafts, sci-
ence and games and LEGO 
Building from 3-4 p.m.  

Build a Lego creation 
and put it on display in the 
library with a picture on 
Facebook.

U p c o m i n g  S u m m e r 
Reading programs include 
making a checkerboard 
game to take home on 
Thursday, July 10; Board 
Game Day with snacks on 
Saturday, July 12 from 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Pokemon 
Day on Tuesday, July 15 
from 4-6 p.m.; make a Tic-
Tac-Toe game to take home 
on Thursday, July 24; Bingo 
with prizes on Tuesday, July 

29 from 3-5 p.m.; and make 
a jig-saw puzzle (the library 
has a die cut) on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5.

More activities will be 
added, including a puppet 
show, bowling, hopscotch. 
Summer Reading ends on 
Aug. 9.

On Saturday, Aug. 9 
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
at the Town House come 
and visit with the Mystic 
Aquarium Traveling Touch 
Tank. A unique and engag-
ing experience which will 
provide an assortment of 
live invertebrates such as 
lobsters, horseshoe crabs 
and shellfish to entertain 
and educate people of all 
ages. 

This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Hardwick–New 
Braintree Cultural Council, 

a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

Other summer events
Build a Fairy House 

Workshop will be held at 
the library on Tuesday, 
Aug. 12 from 3-5 p.m., 
Wednesday, Aug. 13 from 
1-3 p.m. and Thursday, 
Aug. 14 from 4-6 p.m. 

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r 
the Hardwick Fair, the 
Paige Library will supply 
materials to create Fairy 
Houses to be placed in the 
Hardwick Fair-y Village on 
Fair Day.  Come build your 
very own Fairy House to 
display and then take home.

 For more information 
email  Director.paigeli-
brary@gmail.com or call 
413-477-6704.                           

Summer Reading continues at 
Paige Memorial Library

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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lb
$139

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/3/25-7/9/257/3/25-7/9/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP 31/40 CT1 LB. BAG 

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CLASSIC POUND CAKE 16 OZ ........$349

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$555
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL ................................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$188
lb

lb
$699

$477

lb

KABOBS W/VEGGIES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIBEYE
$1179

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$249
lb

lb

$399

77¢

$185
lb

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP.

BEEF BACK RIBS ............................ lb
$299

USDA INSP. STOREMADE LEMON PEPPER MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST .....

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

BEEF CHICKEN

lb
$799

lb
$699

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..

22
00

55
22

47 East Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585 
508.867.7716
quaboagonthecommon.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board met on June 26 and 
had a couple public hearings 
on their agenda. 

There was a home occu-
pation public hearing for 
120 Church St. and a special 
permit for 34-4-4 Greenwich 
Plains Cannabis Cultivation. 
Planning Board Chair Ken 
Crosby was absent at this 
meeting and without having 
a full board, there can’t be a 
vote on the special permit. 

Vice Chair Chris Dimarzio 
did open the public hearings 
to discuss the possibility of 
postponing both public hear-
ings. The board wanted to ask 
if the applicants in attendance 

would be okay with continu-
ing the public hearing. 

The board began with the 
Greenwich Plains Cannabis 
Cultivation public hearing. 
Prior to the continuation 
vote, Planning Board member 
Richard Starodoj had men-
tioned there were site plans 
presented by the applicant 
but is lacking detail. Starodoj 
reminded the applicants that 
other departments are review-
ing their site plans that need 
to be well detailed. 

Dimarzio said there are 
access to maps that will help 
with the updates. As of now, 
the information is hard to 
read in the plans that were 
provided. The plans also need 
something bigger to review 
and has to include scales of 
parcels with measurements. 

The plans also have to be in 
line with the bylaw. 

The  P lann ing  Board 
extended an offer to the 
applicants to postpone the 
public hearing until their next 
meeting on July 3. There was 
no discussion from the pub-
lic regarding the continuation 
and the board voted to post-
pone the public hearing for a 
special permit for Greenwich 
Plains Cannabis Cultivation 
to July 3. 

The Planning Board hopes 
the applicant produces bet-
ter plans to review. The board 
would then move to the 120 
Church St. home occupation 
public hearing. The applicant 
was wondering if they could 
continue the public hearing 
on another date in July due to 
a conflict. 

There is a plan on file, 
but the board had concerns 
about the plans. Dimarzio 
said “we need something for 
the record.” There needs to 
be more visual detail on the 
plans. 

The board did postpone 
the public hearing for 120 
Church St. home occupan-
cy to July 31. The board will 
accept any written testimony 
as part of the record if anyone 
from the public can’t appear 
in person during the public 
hearing. 

The next Planning Board 
meeting is Thursday, July 3 at 
7 p.m. at the Town Hall in the 
Selectboard’s Meeting Room 
at 126 Main St. Residents 
have the option to attend the 
meeting virtually on Zoom. 

community
Planning Board postpones public hearings

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to 
the store are only accepted 
by Sue LaBarge, who can 
be reached by calling 413-
544-1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, July 7

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9  a .m.-3  p .m.  Foot 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 

Tuesday, July 8
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class.

•	 9  a .m.-3  p .m.  Foot 
Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)
•	

Wednesday, July 9
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
•	 9  a .m.-3  p .m.  Foot 

Nurse Allison Williams. 
Call 413-967-9645 for 
appointment.

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 10-11:30 a.m. Kirsten 

Krieger Quabbin Region 
DPH Nurse office hours

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga

Thursday, July 10
•	 9 a.m. Senior Spring 

Wa l k .  P a r t i c i p a n t s 
should meet at the Senior 
Center.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole

Friday, July 11
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food 

Bank of Western Mass 
Brown Bag Program

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless
 otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, July 7
Lazy  P ie rog i  w i th 

Kielbasa, Dessert of the 
Day

Tuesday, July 8
Grilled Reuben, Onion 

Rings, Salad, Dessert of the 
Day

Wednesday, July 9
S p a g h e t t i  w i t h 

Meatballs, Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Thursday, July 10
T u r k e y  W a l d o r f 

Sandwich, Potato Chips, 
Dessert of the Day

Friday, July 11
B a ke d  F i s h ,  O ve n 

Roasted Potatoes, Veggie 
of the Day, Dessert of the 
Day 

Ware Senior Center news

ed to find a new beneficiary 
of the trust funds. Currently, 
the trust benefits Mary Lane 
Hospital through the care of 
Baystate Health.

“We searched around try-
ing to find the best solution, 
different foundations all over 
Massachusetts,” she said. 
“The money needs to go to a 
nonprofit.” 

She said they looked 
at three community foun-
dations, with two based in 
Worcester County and also 
the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts. 
She said this foundation 
was the “best fit” to meet 
both the needs of Ware and 
Gilbertville residents. 

“The Western Mass group 
would give us the best distri-
butions,” Bourcier said. 

C a s c i o  s a i d  f o r m e r 
Baystate Health CEO Dr. 
Mark Keroack does have 
a seat on the Board of 
Directors for the Community 

Foundat ion of  Western 
Massachusetts, but directors 
have no say in how the foun-
dations operates and how 
funds are distributed. 

“It’s not that Mr. Keroack 
would have any direct tie to 
how our money is spent,” she 
said. 

Cascio said the foun-
dation would hold the trust 
money and invest it annually, 
then the interest goes to the 
beneficiary to be distribut-
ed. She said the beneficiary 
would be the proposed Mary 
Lane Hospital Association 
Foundation, which would be 
made up of representatives 
from the towns.

“This way there’s a lot 
of oversight, and local over-
sight,” she said, to how the 
money is spent.

Bourc ie r  added  tha t 
there would be “complete 
transparency” with the pro-
posed Mary Lane Hospital 
Association Foundation.

“This is a long-term solu-
tion,” Bourcier said. 

Bourcier  and Cascio 
said the Selectboard’s letter 
stating it was in support of 
the trust staying under the 
care of Bank of America 
has “squashed” the shift to 
this new proposed model 
involving the Community 
Foundat ion of  Western 
Massachusetts.

“I do think that a lot of 
people didn’t understand 
where we were at from the 
Selectboard and Stuart [Town 
Manager] and everybody…I 
don’t think anything was 
fully done intentionally to 
stop the process,” Cascio 
said. “Because it kind of put 
the brakes on where we were 
going as a town, as a group.”

Both Bourcier and Cascio 
sa id  working wi th  the 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts will 
provide more opportunities 
to expand healthcare access 
in the town and provide more 
flexibility for use of the trust 
than Bank of America does. 

Cascio said shifting the 

care of the trust to the foun-
dation and creating a com-
munity-based beneficiary is 
the best step forward for the 
community. She said work-
ing with the foundation does 
not prevent Baystate Health 
from benefiting from the 
trust funds, as they would be 
eligible to apply for grants as 
would any other healthcare 
entity.

“There’s many people that 
have really looked at this and 
worked on it for months and 
that’s why we’re so eager 
that we continue this process 
this way,” Cascio said. “This 
is kind of a reminder of why 
we want to go this route. 
We’ve got to look at what’s 
best overall…the whole pic-
ture.”

Bourcier  and Cascio 
will be meeting with the 
Selectboard at its July 1 
meeting to continue this dis-
cussion. 

FUNDS from page 1

campsites, the vision of the 
applicant is to place water 
spigots near the sites and 
not have them placed on 
each individual site. Samek 
addressed the Planning 
Board and the public in 
attendance that other boards 
are aware of this project. 

Samek met  with the 
Board of Health and also 
the Building Inspector, Paul 
Stringham, who attended 
the Planning Board meeting. 
The plans provided did raise 
some questions regarding the 
water supply for the units 
and the restroom setup. The 
applicants did address that 
piping infrastructure will be 
included with the plans and 
will be review by the Board 
of Health. 

On the plans there was a 
proposed leach field on the 
site as well as a bath house 
and portable restrooms. The 
engineer did address the 
bathhouse which can’t be 
built without the approval 
from the Board of Health. 

Samek said the camp-
ground is intended to be 

year-round use .  Samek 
said this campground is not 
looking to host events and 
is “strictly a campground.” 
Hours of operation would be 
from 3-9 p.m. with staff on 
site. 

The barriers for the site 
include a wire fence and a 
boulder barrier. The plans 
provided dimensions for each 
structure, whether it is a tent, 
cabin or an RV campsite. 

Stringham said he did 
review the plans and men-
tioned that cabins do need 
building permits and will be 
inspected to be sure they’re 
safe for human occupancy. 
Cabins will also be for sea-
sonal use and not for long-
term camping.

Samek said the camp-
ers will sign a contract for a 
short-term stay which is up 
to four days. There are rules 
in place to enforce any issue 
if campers exceed the stay 
limits. When asked if the 
campground is accessible 
for firetrucks and ambulanc-
es, the applicant said both 
Fire Department and EMT 
companies were both at the 
site for a drive-through and 

thought the roads were ade-
quate. 

Jenna Garvey of  the 
Planning Board read an 
email from Hardwick Fire 
Chief Josh Pease, who is in 
support of the zoning and 
permitting of the camp-
ground. 

Samek also addressed the 
possibility of an emergency 
breakdown case if a camper 
had vehicle or camper break-
down on the road. In case of 
a late entry, the camper could 
stay in the winery. 

S t r ingham had more 
information to share when 
enforcing the licenses of 
campgrounds. The Building 
Inspector said a lot goes on 
the Board of Health when 
enforcing campgrounds. 
They have be licensed and 
campgrounds are inspected 
every year. 

“It’s a zoning matter,” 
Stringham said. 

Several residents still 
addressed concerns of camp-
ground rules being broken in 
other scenarios or locations 
and Samek addressed the 
public that their campground 
is an “off the grid type camp-

ground” and is committed to 
enforcing the rules they put 
in place. 

For heating in the win-
ter, heat will be added and 
Quabbin Glamping and 
Camping LLC is exploring 
solar options. The camp-
ground is looking to rotate 
the sights and is not looking 
for seasonal RV camping. 
Campers will be booking 
sites online. 

The initial concern the 
Planning Board had at the 
start of this special per-
mit public hearing is if the 
authorit ies are working 
together on this decision 
for a special permit. The 
Board agreed that there must 
be more communication 
between the boards in the 
future. 

Planning Board mem-
ber Jeff Schaaf asked if the 
Planning Board has enough 
information to make a deci-
sion.

Cole looked to his fellow 
board members to get each of 
their opinions. Considering 
that plans typically change in 
the process there were four 
favorable votes for this spe-

cial permit. Erik Fleming of 
the Planning Board went on a 
tour of the campsite and said 
everything has been laid out. 
Vice Chair Harry Comerford 
said the site appears profes-
sional and “doesn’t see many 
issues.” 

The Board voted to accept 
and approve the special per-
mit with said conditions in 
place for Quabbin Glamping 
and Clamping, LLC. 
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Right now, many of our 
favorite “cottage-gar-
den”  f lowers  a re 

beginning to put on a sum-
mer show.  

Most of these fall 
into the category of 
plants known as bien-
nials. From the tow-
ering pastel spikes 
of the beloved holly-
hock, to the tattered, 
clove-scented sweet 
William and the mys-
terious and dangerous 
foxglove, each share 
the same life cycle. 

Unfortunately, however, 
here is where lots of garden-
ers get confused. So then, 
what exactly are biennials? 
Do they bloom every other 
year or just during the second 
growing season?  Is a “short-
lived perennial” the same as 
a biennial?  

Let’s take a closer look.
Merriam-Webster defines 

biennial as “continuing or 
lasting for two years; specif-
ically:  growing vegetative-
ly during the first year and 
fruiting and dying during 
the second.” In other words, 
if you started a hollyhock 
plant from seed in the spring 
expect it to put on a lot of 
green growth this season.  

Next spring (year two) the 
plant will send up a flower 
stalk. The flowers will even-
tually die and seeds will form 
and drop from the plant. 

Usually, the mother plant 
will not return for a third 
season. If all goes as Nature 
intended though, a percent-
age of her seeds will germi-
nate the following spring, 
starting the two year process 
to flower all over again. 

I encourage gardeners to 
have fresh green plants grow-
ing alongside blooming bien-
nials – that way they will end 

up with flowers every year, at 
least hypothetically. Keep in 
mind that self-sown seedlings 
are not without work.  

Oftentimes they come up 
too close to one another and 
must be thinned. Or they ger-
minate in an inappropriate 
spot and likewise need to be 
moved. You can try to manip-
ulate the outcome of your 
“volunteers” somewhat.  

For notorious self-sowing 
biennials like rampion, rose 
campion, and foxglove, dead-
head all but a few seed pods. 
You will reduce the popula-
tion and there won’t be as 
many to thin out.  

You can also watch the 
seed pods carefully, and 
when they are ripe sprinkle 
them where you want them 
to come up- this works espe-
cially well for hollyhock 
and sweet William – both 
of which I’d call reluctant 
self-sowers. Work I know, 
but still far easier than setting 
up the grow lights and heat 
cables and starting your seed-
lings indoors!  

Remember to give your 
little volunteers lots of TLC 
in the way of food (a top 

dressing of compost and a 
sprinkling of organic fertiliz-
er) and water (a drink during 
droughty periods) if you 

want them to compare 
to their parents.  

Speaking of par-
ents, what happens 
when the older plant 
survives into year 
three? This happens to 
me periodically, espe-
cially with hollyhock, 
foxglove and sweet 
Will iam. Certainly 
not every plant in the 

clump comes back, but per-
haps one out of three do.  

Sometimes they look 
okay, while other times 
the crown is woody or the 
flowers aren’t quite as tall.  
Oftentimes diseases can take 
their toll. Be your own judge 
here- if you want to gamble, 
leave the plants in place.  

Presently I am doing just 
that with an amazing stand 
of hollyhocks that bloomed 
ever so beautifully near my 
lamppost last summer. So far, 
so good. But, to be on the 
safe side, I do have a cou-
ple of self sowers waiting in 
the wings for next year, since 
a third year of blooming is 
highly unlikely.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

What are biennials exactly?

Letters to the Editor

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
When will the funds 

stolen from the SS Fund 
be replaced? 

They  used  Soc ia l 
Security when the gov-
ernment ran out of money 
and used it for illegals. I 
think the funds should be 
replaced except for legit-
imate payments to Social 
Security recipients. This 
money was never meant 
to be used by the federal 
government to pay their 
bills. 

Signed: Concerned 
Senior 

 
D e a r  C o n c e r n e d 

Senior: 
I must tell you that 

no funds have ever been 
“stolen” from the Social 
Security Administration 
despite the persistent 
myth. All money received 
by SS from payroll taxes, 
interest on investments 
and income tax on SS 
benefits is – and always 
has been - immediate-
ly converted to special 
issue government bonds 
( investments) ,  which 
are held in the Social 
Security Trust Funds and 
which pay interest at the 
current federal bond rate. 

Those bond invest-
ments held in reserve 
have been and are used 
only to pay benefits to 
those who have earned 
them by contributing to 
Social Security via pay-
roll taxes for at least 10 
years (40 quarters). Only 
U.S. citizens and legal 
residents can get Social 
Security benefits. Illegal 
aliens cannot receive 
Social Security benefits.   

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
repayment of the special 
issue bonds held in SS 
reserves occurs every day, 
because incoming reve-
nue has been insufficient 
to pay all Social Security 
benefit costs for several 
years now, which means 
that the bonds must be 
redeemed regularly so 
that full benefits can be 
paid to all SS recipients, 

who have earned them. 
There were about $2.8 
trillion in SS reserves as 
of the end of 2023, but 
that balance is steadily 
decreasing due to being 
redeemed to pay full ben-
efits. As of the last report 
by the Trustees of Social 
Security, the reserves 
will be depleted in about 
2033, unless Congress 
passes reform legislation 
to restore SS to full sol-
vency.   

FYI, the Association 
of  Mature  American 
Citizens is working hard 
to prevent depletion of the 
Trust Fund, suggesting to 
Congress a way to reform 
the program so future 
generations can fully ben-
efit from it, with AMAC’s 
Social Security Guarantee 
proposal. AMAC is con-
stantly working to pre-
vent depletion of the SS 
Trust Funds, which would 
result in an across the 
board cut in everyone’s 
benefit by about 23%. 
AMAC works every day 
in Washington D.C. to 
ensure Social Security 
is here for many genera-
tions. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amac founda t ion .org /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

When will funds stolen from 
Social Security be replaced?

I am writing to formal-
ly announce my candidacy 
for Ware Selectboard in the 
Aug. 12 special election. 

Since choosing to live 
here 10 years ago, I have 
been impressed by the 
dedication and passion 
that defines our town. 
For the last five years, 
whi le  serving on the 
Finance Committee and 
the Capital Infrastructure 
Review Committee, I had 
the opportunity to meet 
every Town department 
head, worked closely with 
the Selectboard and Town 
Manager. and met many 
residents.

I am deeply invested in 
the well-being and future of 
our community. 

I spent 32 years in the 
fire service, including 13 
years as a fire chief in two 
Massachusetts commu-
nities. This experience, 
coupled with my years 
on Finance and Capital 
Infrastructure Review, has 
equipped me with the skills 
necessary to tackle the 
challenges we face. 

I believe in transparent 
governance, informed deci-
sion-making, and proactive 
solutions. My vision for 
our town includes main-
taining essential services, 
fostering economic devel-
opment, ensuring fiscal 
responsibility, and enhanc-
ing recreational opportuni-
ties. 

I am committed to lis-
tening to your concerns and 
working tirelessly to make 
our town a better place for 
all its residents.

I am excited about the 
opportunity to serve on the 
Selectboard and am eager 
to contribute to the contin-
ued success and prosperity 
of our community. I look 
forward to engaging with 
you all during this cam-
paign and hope to earn 
your trust and support in 
voting for me on Aug. 12.

Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Sincerely,
Ken Willette

Ware

Willette announces 
candidacy for Selectboard

Last week on a trip to 
Rhode Island with 
my brother and cous-

in, we saw two osprey when 
we stopped by Point Judith 
Lighthouse. 

We watched them as they 
flew over the ocean and hov-
ered as they looked for fish. 
One got ready to dive as it 
tucked in its wings, but then 
stopped and flew to another 
spot to hover. 

The osprey, also known 
as the fish hawk, eats a diet 
of live fish, has the ability to 
hover and dives into the water 
to catch them. They are often 
seen soaring over shorelines. 

Ospreys are brown birds 
with a white head and a 
brown stripe through its eye. 
Underparts are grayish. They 
are over 24 inches long and 
have a wingspan of 71 inch-
es. They are the only raptor 
whose outer toe is reversible, 
allowing it to grasp its prey 
with two toes in front and 

two behind. 
Ospreys  are 

very successful in catching 
fish. According to a study at 
least one out of every four 
dives results in catching fish. 
The average time ospreys 
spend hunting before making 
a catch was about 12 minutes. 

Ospreys often build large 
stick nests on manmade 
structures such as telephone 
poles, channel markers, and 
nest platforms designed for 
their use. Their eggs do not 
hatch all at once with the 
first chick emerging about 
five days before the last one. 
The oldest chick dominates 
the younger ones. When food 
is scarce, the younger chicks 
may starve to death.

A Brimfield resident, who 
likes to visit inland ponds, 
often watches osprey nesting. 
Ospreys migrate and this resi-
dent reports their return in the 
spring. An osprey, equipped 
with a tracking device, flew 

2,700 miles from Martha’s 
Vineyard, Massachusetts 
to French Guiana South 
America during 13 days in 
2008.

Other seashore birds
In addition, to the osprey 

we saw cormorants, seagulls, 
bank swallows, grackles and 
even a redwing blackbird 
whose epaulets were bright 
red. There were new benches 
installed along the cliff bank. 
When we stopped there last 
year, the benches were in 
poor condition.

Birds in Sutton
My brother lives in Sutton. 

He sets out grape jelly and 
a hummingbird feeder. The 
Baltimore orioles, catbirds, 
red bellied woodpeckers and 
even house finches come for 
the jelly. The ruby throated 

in my

By Ellenor Downer Osprey

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 6
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Head Start Substitute Teachers Needed in Ware
 

Experience preferred but not required!  Join our educators to bring fun 
and nurturance to our infants, toddlers and preschoolers.  Per Diem. 

Salary Range $17-$18/hour + .50-$1 bilingual differential if applicable.
  

Employment is contingent upon satisfactory completion 
of a background investigation, including CORI, DCF, SORI, and 

fingerprint-based national CORI, NCOR, and out of state checks if applicable.

Please go to https://www.communityaction.us/employment 
for a full job description, information regarding benefits and to apply. 

  
Community Action is committed to a diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen discussed and 
presented the results of Town 
Administrator Jim Ferrera’s 
annual performance review.

“I  th ink overa l l  i t ’s 
very positive,” Board of 
Selectmen Chair Richard 
Eichacker said at the June 26 
meeting.

The annual performance 
review evaluates the employ-
ee’s daily work activities and 
provides both positive rec-
ognition of the employee’s 

achievements, as well as 
feedback and suggestions for 
areas of improvement.

Performance dimensions 
are divided into seven cat-
egories, and the employ-
ee receives a number scale 
rating with 1 being “unsat-
isfactory” and 5 being “out-
standing.” Categories are 
Job Rela ted  Exper t i se ; 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
Customer Service; Quality 
of Work and Productivity; 
I n i t i a t i v e ,  C r e a t i v i t y 
and  P rob l em So lv ing ; 
Cooperation, Teamwork and 
Leadership; Dependability 
a n d  A t t e n d a n c e ;  a n d 

S u p e r v i s o r y / S t a f f 
Development.

Ferrera received ratings of 
4 (exceeds expectations) and 
5 in the annual performance 
review with an overall rating 
of “outstanding” and a cumu-
lative performance score of 
187. The maximum score 
allowed is 215. 

In the comments of the 
annual performance review, 
the Board of Selectmen 
members noted that Ferrera 
was “a valuable asset to the 
town.” They stated that his 
dedication to his position was 
“unmatched,” and they com-
mended his professionalism 

in dealing with the public, 
employees and town officials.

The Selectmen also cred-
ited Ferrera’s pursuit of grant 
funding, training opportuni-
ties for employees, and his 
communication with the 
town’s various departments. 

Eichacker said Ferrera 
goes “above and beyond” 
what is expected of him in 
many areas, including his 
dedication to his position and 
his participation in communi-
ty events. 

Board of Selectmen Clerk 
David Dufresne said over-
all, Ferrera has exceeded 
expectations in most areas 

of the evaluation, but there 
is always room for improve-
ment.

“Overall, you’re doing 
really well and you’re defi-
nitely exceeding expecta-
tions,” he said. 

Ferrera thanked the board 
members for their comments 
and feedback through the 
annual performance review.

“I really do appreciate 
working for board,” Ferrera 
said.

Ferrera presented his 
goals  for  2026,  which 
include creating a task force 
to look at ways to address 
the rising cost of utilities and 

insurances with a report to 
be issued to the Selectmen at 
town meeting by June 2026; 
procuring a vendor to refresh 
and update the town’s web-
site and manage its success-
ful implementation; working 
with the Collins Center to 
perform a complete review 
of the town’s personnel 
bylaw and update the town’s 
policies related to human 
resource functions; continu-
ing to address town building 
maintenance and improve-
ments; and continuing to pro-
vide training opportunities to 
assist with staff development.

warren
Town Administrator earns ‘outstanding’ performance review

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library, 934 Main 
St., lists upcoming chil-
dren’s programs for the 
week of July 6-12.

Stuffie Sleepover
The popular  Stuffie 

Sleepover returns this sum-
mer on Tuesday, July 8. 
Bring your stuffie friend to 
a special Storytime at 5:30 
p.m., then leave them over-
night for fun adventures and 
a sleepover at the library. 

Be sure to bring a stuf-
fie who’s ready to spend 
the whole night away from 
home. Then, pick them up 
on Wednesday between 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. to find out 
what they got up to at their 
sleepover.

If you can’t make it to 
the Storytime, feel free to 
drop your stuffie off any-
time during open hours on 

Tuesday (11 a.m.-7 p.m.). 
Alternatively, you’re wel-
come to bring your stuf-
fie just for Storytime even 
if they aren’t ready for a 
sleepover yet.

Zentangles 
On Thursday, July 10 at 

2 p.m. learn the meditative 
art form of Zentangles with 
local artist FaegasiAurora. 
Zentangle is an easy-to-
learn pattern drawing tech-
nique that promotes creativi-
ty while reducing stress. 

This program is open 
to kids, teens, and their 
families. No registration 
required.

This program is free and 
all supplies will be provided.

Please call or email for 
more information about 
either of these programs at 
413-436-7690 or warren-
publiclibrary@hotmail.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – During the 
Board of Selectmen’s June 
26 meeting, there was a pub-
lic hearing held regarding 
Community Development 
Block Grant programs.

Speaking during the pub-
lic hearing was Principal 
Planner  of  the Central 
Massachusetts  Regional 
Planning Commission, John 
O’Leary. The purpose of this 
public hearing was to give an 
update on ongoing activities 
for the Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
Community Development 
Block Grant program. 

An additional part of the 
presentation was discussing 
a potential reprogramming of 
the CDBG funds for another 
activity or project. O’Leary 
briefly talked about the Town 
Common  Improvemen t 
Project, which has its design 
work nearly complete.

The town hired Weston & 
Sampson to help with devel-
oping a conceptual design 
and help make improve-
ments to the current condi-
tion of theTown Common. 
The improvements include 
enhancing its accessibili-
ty, adding features to it and 
making sure the space is 
better suited for current and 
future residents. 

O’Leary said the design 
work is nearly complete and 
the finalized concept will be 
out and presented sometime 

in July. This concept will 
be presented, and the public 
will have the opportunity to 
review the concept and share 
comments. 

The next activity involved 
with the FY 22-23 CDBG 
program is the School Street 
Phase Two project. This 
project features surfacing 
of the street and sidewalks 
and drainage work. The town 
was also able to access funds 
from the Community One 
Stop program to help with 
phase two of this project. 

As a result, the town was 
able to save around $150,000 
on the project. This informa-
tion would lead to the sec-
ond part of the CDBG public 
hearing. O’Leary discussed 
how the town should repro-
gram these funds and what 
projects are out there to take 
up. 

O’Leary brought up the 
potential Downtown Stair 
Replacement Project. The 
current condition of these 
stairs is visible to the public 
and has been an issue over 
the last decade. 

O’Leary brought up some 
history of these downtown 
stairs dating back to 2009. 
In that year, the town applied 
for a construction fund to 
help improve along that side-
walk in the downtown area. 
Over time, there has been 
some deterioration on the 
steps, which lead to some of 
the buildings featuring busi-
nesses in town. 

In addition to the stairs 

deterioration, there have been 
numerous complaints about 
these steps being a tripping 
hazard and adding to safety 
issues. Several of the town’s 
staff have tried to make these 
corrections through multiple 
options. 

O’Leary says these funds 
are accessible and would be a 
benefit to the town. 

“I think it would be in the 
best interest of the town to 
consider reprogramming the 
funds from School Street and 
into this project,” O’Leary 
said. 

After talking with an engi-
neer who reviewed the condi-
tions of these stairs, the cost 
estimate would be $157,400. 
While discussing with the 
engineer, an approach was 
explained as they want to 
make corrections to the 
stairs. 

According to the engineer 
the town is currently talking 
with, the lifespan of these 
new stairs would last the next 
25 to 30 years. O’Leary says 
the existing ramp structure 
will remain in place. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Richard Eichacker asked if 
the existing stairs are to be 
removed entirely. O’Leary 
said due to the strength of the 
concrete or the pounds per 
square inch is the reason for 
the approach to replace the 
stairs entirely. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
James Ferrera shared some 
input and said the lifespan of 
these steps is about halfway 

through and they’re already 
showing some issues. The 
engineer helped identify the 
weaknesses of the steps and 
strongly believes the new 
work to the new stairs will be 
stronger. 

From a financial perspec-
tive, Ferrera says this proj-
ect “won’t hurt us” if it is 
approved and because the 
town has access to funds. 

“This is an accessibility 
type project,” Ferrera said. 

The Town Administrator 
believes this project will ben-
efit residents who utilize the 
stairs in town. In his early 
days as Town Administrator, 
Ferrera remembered there 
was a complaint made by a 
woman who tripped on the 
stairs. 

O ’ L e a r y  c o n f i r m e d 
with the Selectmen that the 
stairs are town owned after 
accessing the registry of 
deeds. There will be a pub-
lic engagement piece on this 
project and the plan is to get 
it done before the end of the 
year. 

O’Leary confirmed with 
the Board of Selectmen that 
this project will not cost the 
town any money as it is grant 
funded.

O ’ L e a r y  a s k e d  i f 
the board could make a 
motion to reprogram up 
to $160,000 from School 
Street Phase Two Project 
into the Downtown Stairs 
Replacement Project. The 
board made the motion and 
approved. 

CDBG funds reprogrammed for stair projectLibrary lists upcoming 
children’s programs

BARRE – This summer, 
all kids and teens get free 
meals at Quabbin Regional 
M i d d l e  H i g h  S c h o o l 
through the Summer Eats 
program, no ID or registra-
tion required. 

Summer Eats is open to 
all kids 18 and under. Kids 
and teens must be present 
to receive a meal and are 
required to eat on-site.

The summer feeding pro-
gram at the Middle High 
School will be offered July 
8-Aug. 7. Hours of opera-
tion are Monday through 
Thursday, from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. 

You can find addition-
al Summer Eats sites near 
you using Project Bread’s 
Summer Eats map at pro-
jectbread.org/summereats.

Summer Eats food program offered
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

JULY 4TH APPLIANCE SALE!

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$749.99

OPEN
JULY 4th!

10:00am-7:00PM

hummingbirds come for the 
sugar water. 

Mass Audubon 
Society sightings

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Audubon Society reports 
several unusual bird sight-
ings. They included swal-
low-tailed kites in Mashpee, 
a Mississippi kite in Harwich, 
a Franklin’s gull and two 
royal terns in Provincetown, 

a continuing prothonota-
ry warbler in Concord, a 
Wilson’s phalarope at Belle 
Marsh Reservation in Boston 
and a Brewster’s warbler in 
Amherst.

Berkshire County sighting 
were a worm-eating warbler 
on Mt. Washington Road 
in Egremont, a least bittern 
in the Post Farm Marsh in 
Lenox, an Acadian flycatcher 
at the Jug End Reservation in 
Egremont and six red cross-
bills at the summit of Mt. 
Greylock in Adams.

In Franklin County, there 
were four sandhill cranes on 
Plainfield Road in Ashfield 
and two hooded warblers on 
Falls Road in Sunderland.

Hampshire County high-
lights were a Brewster’s war-
bler on the Narwottuck Rail 
Trail in Amherst and a least 
bittern near Station Road on 
the Narwottuck Rail Trail 
also in Amherst, three pur-
ple martins and four blue 
grosbeaks in the Honey Pot 
on Moody Bridge Road 
in Hadley and a common 
goldeneye on the Quabbin 
Reservoir off the Windsor 
Dam in Belchertown.

Hampden County nota-
bles were two upland sand-
pipers on the Perimeter Road 
in Ludlow and two blue 
grosbeaks at the Southwick 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Southwick. Worcester County 
had an Acadian flycatcher 
near the Uxbridge Rice City 
Pond in Uxbridge and five 
evening grosbeaks at a private 
residence in Royalston.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4PALMER RESTAURANT
1376 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • (413) 289-6956
Thurs. - Fri. 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Sat. - Sun. 6 a.m. - 1 p.m.

GrandGrand
  Opening!  Opening!
Grand
  Opening!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

$5 OFF Minimum Spend $25
Coupon valid until July 31, 2025

According to Hamelin, the 
most useful tool of becom-
ing a potter is “a sense of 
humor”. 

In other words, it is good 
to make mistakes, and you 
should always have fun 
and laugh with yourself 
while you’re working. After 
demonstrating the shaping of 
the clay for the tiles, Hamelin 
asked the kids in attendance 
what the primary colors are. 

This was a fun learning 
opportunity for kids as they 
learn about the proper way 
to mix colors to form new 
colors once they start paint-
ing their clay tiles. One by 
one, kids identified the main 
colors on the color wheel and 
what colors to mix to make 
new colors. 

For shapes, 
t h e  a s p i r -
ing artists, 
youth  and 
adults, would 
u s e  c o o k -
i e  c u t t e r s . 
O n e  o f  t h e 
kids got cre-
ative and made a 
Frankenstein face 
for his clay tile. In 
addition, the same kid got 
busy with the paint 
and made 10 
new co l -
o r s  b y 
m i x i n g 
p a i n t , 
i n c l u d -
ing a tan 
color. 

T h e 
a d u l t s 
got crafty as 
they added var-
ious designs to their 
clay tiles. One of the adults 
designed letters to spell out 

a name. The aspiring potters 
had a great time designing 
their own colorful clay tiles. 

When it was time for the 
guests to shape and paint 
their own tiles, Hamelin went 
around the craft room in the 
Senior Center to help anyone 
and give some helpful tips.

Many of  the  pot ters 
designed animals and shapes 
to be highlighted on their 
clay tiles. The paint was 
applied after the tiles were 
shaped to near perfection. A 
lot of the animals and shapes 
crafted by the kids and adults 
were made from clay as well.

Hamelin is based out of 
central Massachusetts and 

has been involved with pot-
tery since 1976. During his 
time as a potter, Hamelin has 
been fascinated by the histo-
ry of redware pottery. 

Arakelian focuses more 
on candle and soap making 
as well as painting on tex-
tiles, paper quilling jewelry 
and skin care products. 

TILES from page 1

A beautiful love message 
in the form of a clay tile. 

One of the 
aspiring potters 

designed fish for their 
clay tile. Paint was added 

after the tile was properly 
shaped. 

A penguin and a fish were about to have color added to 
this clay tile.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Kids got to paint their clay tiles and learned how to mix 
paint to make other colors.

A colorful clay tile featured the name “Odin” and hearts 
surrounding it with a green background. 

A Frankenstein face was 
designed by one of the 
child crafters. The face fea-
tures various colors and 
shapes.

WARE – Ware Public 
School  i s  commit ted 
to providing students 
nutritious food and will 
provide free meals for 
youth ages 18 and under, 
Monday through Friday, 
from June 30-Aug. 1.

No registration or ID is 
required. Meals will not be 
available on July 4. 

Serving times for con-
gregate meals at SMK 
Elementary School are 
as follows: breakfast 8-9 

a.m. and lunch 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Lunch meals 
will also be available to-go 
from the municipal park-
ing lot on Pleasant Street 
from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.

Dates and times are 
subject to change. If you 
have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact the 
Food Service Department 
at 413-967-5977. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider.

WARE – Residents, 
businesses, and surrounding 
community members are 
invited to learn about and 
provide input on the Town 
of Ware Hazard Mitigation 
Plan. 

This public meeting 
will be held during the 
Selectboard meeting on 
Tuesday, July 15 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Town Hall, 126 
Main St. Participants can 
also join virtually on Zoom 
by following this Zoom 
link information (meeting 
ID: 784-604-1861; pass-
code: 01082).

The purpose of the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
to assess Ware’s natural 

hazard risks and provide 
an action plan to reduce 
the town’s vulnerabilities. 
The Hazard Mitigation Plan 
is being completed by the 
town with assistance from 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission and is funded 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n , 
the plan will be submit-
ted to the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency and FEMA for 
review and approval. A 
FEMA-approved HMP 
makes the community eli-
gible for federal and state 
mitigation grant funding.

Town to hold public 
engagement event for 
Hazard Mitigation Plan

Free meals offered to youth

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE –  The  Ware 
Library, 37 Main St., is wel-
coming the musical group 
Ants on a Log this summer. 

Ants on a Log plays 
music for children and 
the young at heart. Their 
award-winning music cen-
ters around positivity, social 
justice, and silliness. Humor 
and harmony comes togeth-
er when Ants on a Log per-
forms for you. 

Ants on a Log offers 
concerts and other creative 

content for communities and 
organizations. This program 
is generously funded in 
memory of Peggy Trombly. 

The music provided by 
Ants on a Log is inclusive 
and fun and leaves the audi-
ence feeling energetic, inter-
active, as the band performs 
leaving children and adults 
in delight. 

Ants on a Log will be 
performing in the reading 
room of the Ware Library on 
Thursday, July 10 at 3 p.m. 
Visit the library and come 
sing and dance with Ants on 
a Log. 

Ants on a Log performing 
at Ware Library
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HIGH SCHOOL CLASS REUNIONHIGH SCHOOL CLASS REUNION
For The Ten Graduating Classes OfFor The Ten Graduating Classes Of
1960 • 1961 • 1962 • 1963 • 19641960 • 1961 • 1962 • 1963 • 1964
1965 • 1966 • 1967 • 1968 • 19691965 • 1966 • 1967 • 1968 • 1969

SATURDAYSATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 6THSEPTEMBER 6TH
Guests Arrival Time 4 pmGuests Arrival Time 4 pm

To Be Held AtTo Be Held At

CocktailsCocktails
Dinner &Dinner &
DancingDancing

All Who Are Interested In AttendingAll Who Are Interested In Attending
Please Contact EitherPlease Contact Either

Jeri Vadnais: 413-427-4977Jeri Vadnais: 413-427-4977
Karin (Lemon) Curylo: 413-426-8694Karin (Lemon) Curylo: 413-426-8694

262 Lower Road262 Lower Road
Gilbertville, MAGilbertville, MA

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
spoke briefly before the pre-
sentation and talked about the 
issues at the current fire sta-
tion. 

This was part of a study 
departments were asked to 
participate in and it helped 
identify the needs that could 
be good for the next 50-75 
years. Both fire stations, 
including Station B in West 
Warren have issues and the 
department needs a new 
place, according to Chief 
Lavoie. 

The doors are becoming 
too small for fire trucks and 
there are some crowding 
issues. Lavoie thinks it is 
best to look at other options. 
The Fire Department has 
their equipment separated, 
using Station B to store some 
equipment. Lavoie did want 
to inform the public that the 
options they’re looking at is 
all informational and nothing 
is being voted on. 

In the program exercise, 
Tecton Architects identi-
fied the size for individual 
departments and for a com-
bined public safety complex. 
Fire Department would be 
16,670 square feet, Police 
9,875 square feet, town office 
15,430 square feet, fire & 
police 26,545 square feet, a 
combined public safety com-
plex 25,400 square feet and 
a combination of police, fire 
and town office would be 
41,975 square feet. 

Tecton also identified the 
impacts on fire departments 
if they don’t have modern 
buildings from health, men-
tal wellbeing, physical pre-
paredness, training and other 
multiple factors. McElravy 
shared a statistical study back 

in 2020 where 44% of report-
ed injuries at fire depart-
ments were not sustained 
during emergency responses. 
What currently exists at the 
Warren Fire Station are tight-
ly crowded bays, a door size 
that is not up to modern stan-
dards, which is 14 feet high 
and 14 feet wide. 

Lavoie did address the 
current situation at the fire 
station. Though it is not up 
to code, the department does 
the best they can to maintain 
the building with the space 
they have. 

“We maintenance these 
stations every day,” Lavoie 
said “We do the best with the 
space we have.”

For the police station what 
currently exists is a lack of a 
proper training space. Police 
Chief Gerald Millette had to 
miss this second information-
al session, but Tecton did go 
over the current conditions of 
the police station. 

For modern police sta-
tions, there is a training 
space, roll call space, and 
a patrol space. For prisoner 
processing, the current space 
is tight and has poor func-
tionality. The presentation 
featured pictures of both the 
fire station and police station. 
The biggest element missing 
in the current Warren police 
station is proper evidence 
storage. 

Tecton would move on to 
the three main locations that 
were identified in the study 
that could house a public 
safety complex. The first is 
located at 87 & 0 Brimfield 
Road. This is next to the 
town’s Highway Department. 
The second choice is by the 
Shepard Building at 48 High 
St. & 100 Maple St. 

The last option was locat-

ed at Old West Warren Road 
that include some challeng-
es such as having a wetland 
area, a stream on site and a 
significant elevation of 50 
feet. Each location had a 
conceptual design provided 
in the presentation by Tecton 
Architects. 

Tecton would then go over 
the cost of each location and 
what factors go into the cost. 
There is construction cost, 
project development and con-
tingency make up the cost. 
The least expensive option is 
87 & 0 Brimfield Road and 
the probable cost would be 
around $25,637,000. The 
cost for the location of 48 
High St. & 100 Maple St. is 
$26,132,000 and Old West 
Warren Road is the most 
expensive option with a prob-
able cost of $30.9 million. 

Members of the pub-
lic wanted to address some 
questions, and most were 
about the current condition 
of the Town Hall building in 
the center of Warren. This 
is where the Warren Police 
Department is currently locat-
ed. It was shared with the 
public that the build is 200 
years old and was not initially 
designed to be a space for the 
police department. 

The public agrees that the 
police need a feasible build-
ing but also feel the town has 
neglected the building and 
is the reason behind its cur-
rent and poor condition. The 
Selectmen stated that any ren-
ovation work for the build-
ing would be costly and right 
now they’re only making 
recommendations based off 
the information they got from 
this feasibility study. 

The town is also trying to 
follow federal compliances 
from the State when it comes 

to building codes. 
Simultaneously,  town 

departments are trying to find 
grants that will help improve 
the town. Lavoie is hoping 
to get grants in the future 
after this study is presented. 
Residents were also curious 
about what the plan is when 
the buildings are emptied. 

The Selectmen are aware 
that there are a lot of “what 
if” situations and any feed-
back is going to help the 
Town find a solution. 

“This is the feedback 
we’re looking for,” said Chair 
Richard Eichacker. 

With the feedback, the 
town will take as much infor-
mation as they can and figure 
out what to do next. Earlier 
in the presentation, Tecton 
showed examples of modern 
stations that were done in 
other Massachusetts towns. 
One example was from the 
town of Lexington.  

The concern residents had 
was if a facility like what 
Lexington has is necessary 
for a small town like Warren. 
The population of Warren 
is under 5,000 and maybe a 
facility should be of a smaller 
scale. 

A financial advisor came 
up next to explain the tax 
impact. All of the statistics 
are assumed with no future 
growth in the town. 

There was an analysis of 
20 years, 25 years and 30 
years. All the interest rates 
listed in the analysis are all 
assumed as well. For exam-
ple, for 20 years, $30 million, 
and an assumed interest rate 
of 3.5%, it would be $365 per 
year per $100,000. 

There were what if situa-
tions addressed such as if a 
police station was built. The 
scenario provided by Tecton 

was if they used 48 High St. 
& 100 Maple St. location and 
if there was no firearm sim-
ulator, it would cost about 
$10,884,000. If there is a 
simulator, it would decrease 
to $10,112,000. 

Tecton also did a study for 
if the fire station at 87 & 0 
Brimfield Road would cost 
around $16,809,000. If they 
built a police station and then 
a fire station 18 months later, 
the probable cost would be 
$28,247,000. 

On how to choose, the 
next meeting is on Sept. 27 
and after that final infor-
mational session, the Board 
of Selectmen will choose a 
single site or design. Then, 
there will be a future Town 
Meeting with a ballot ques-
tion regarding the public safe-
ty complex.

The town residents agree 
they need something and they 
appreciate their police and 
fire departments. However, 
the options that were present-
ed are too expensive or too 
far up the scale for a small 
town. 

In the fire department’s 
position, the population of the 
town may not have grown, 
but the call volume has risen. 
Lavoie is looking at all possi-
ble options, but believes the 
town is in need of a modern 
station that could exist for the 
next 50-75 years. 

Resident Jim Dusty spoke 
and shared some experience 
about working in the Town 
Hall building that is housing 
the police station. Dusty says 
the building is in rough shape 
and recalls the town not vot-
ing to pay for any mainte-
nance or repairs to the build-
ing. Dusty believes Warren 
has a team of people who 
care about the town and are 

looking ahead to the future. 
“Recognize how important 

it is for the town to go for-
ward, not backward,” Dusty 
said. 

Dusty knows whatever the 
town decides, it is going to 
cost money, but believes the 
town has to act now, rather 
than later. 

“It is a question of cost,” 
he said. “Give something that 
is sellable to the voters.”

Another resident, Javier 
Melendez spoke on the sub-
ject and described this infor-
mational meeting as a “focus 
group meeting”. Melendez 
also talked about the grants 
being limited and there are 
mandates made by the state 
and on the federal level. 

Raymond Kopacko spoke 
and re-referenced something 
that was said in the previ-
ous informational meeting. 
“There is no Plan B” and 
Kopacko said the Selectmen 
should consider a Plan B or 
more plans after. 

Eichacker commented and 
said the board is working on 
getting more options. Ferrera 
spoke on maintenance and 
that the town has $25,000 
in their budget to maintain 
seven of the town buildings. 

The next meeting will 
be on Saturday, Sept. 27 
at 1 p.m. at the Shepard 
Municipal Building gymnasi-
um at 48 High St. McElravy 
f rom Tecton Archi tects 
expected to see some chal-
lenges after conducting this 
study and says there will be 
a lot to consider moving for-
ward. 

At the end of the meeting, 
Lavoie said it is good to get 
feedback and feels “every-
body is on the same page that 
we have to do something.” 

COMPLEX from page 1

WARREN – New York 
Times bestselling author 
Michael Tougias, author of 
“Quabbin: A History and 
Explorers Guide, will present 
a narrated slide presentation 
about Quabbin Reservoir at 
the Warren Senior Center on 
Wednesday, July 16 at 6:30 
p.m. 

This event is sponsored 
by the Warren Public Library 
with a grant from the Warren 
Cultural Council and the MA 
Cultural Council.

The program features 
the demise of the “lost 
towns” flooded to create the 
Quabbin, the construction 
of the massive reservoir, 
and how the Quabbin works 
today.  In addition, Tougias 
will take the audience on a 
natural history tour of the 
Quabbin and surrounding 
area with suggestions for day 
trips. 

Tougias’ slides include 

before and after images of the 
lost towns, workers building 
the dams and aqueduct, the 
grand opening of the reser-
voir, wildlife of the Quabbin, 
unique natural places, and 
favorite trails and entrance 
gates.  Tougias also discusses 
three fascinating events from 
the region he calls “forgotten 
history” as well as a couple 
of surprise findings.

When Quabbin was con-
structed in the late 1920s 
and 1930s ,  four  towns 
“drowned,” 2,500 residents 
displaced, and 7,500 graves 
were moved.  Today Quabbin 
Reservoir provides water for 
Boston and 45 other commu-
nities, serving over 2.5 mil-
lion people.  

Quabbin and the surround-
ing forest is the largest tract 
of open space in southern 
New England, home to nest-
ing loons and bald eagles, 
coyotes, porcupines, and 

moose.
Tougias has been hiking 

and researching the Quabbin 
for over 30 years. 

“I first fell in love the sol-
itude and the beauty of this 
special place,” said Tougias. 
“Later, the history captured 
my attention, and I set out 
to interview all the former 
residents of the lost towns I 
could locate. Although many 
were just children when 
the state took their towns, 
they have incredible sto-
ries of how this huge proj-
ect changed so many lives. 
My book and this presenta-
tion is a way for me to share 
my passion for the area and 
encourage fellow explor-
ers to visit this region of 
Massachusetts.”

Tougias is the author 
and co-author of 30 other 
b o o k s  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r 
books about true surviv-
al at sea stories: “So Close 

To Home”, “A Storm Too 
Soon”, “Overboard!” “Fatal 
Forecast”, “Ten Hours Until 
Dawn”, and “The Finest 
Hours”  (now a  Disney 
Movie).  He has also writ-
ten a book about his adven-
tures at his remote cabin in 
Vermont titled ‘There’s A 
Porcupine In My Outhouse!” 

His  la tes t  books are 
“Above & Beyond: JFK and 
America’s Most Dangerous 
Spy Mission” and a memoir 
titled “The Waters Between 
Us: A Boy, A Father, Outdoor 
Misadventures  and  the 
Healing Power of Nature”.  

Tougias presents slide 
presentations on the topics 
covered in all his books, and 
is a dynamic speaker who 
often attracts large crowds.  
Visit his website at www.
michaeltougias.com.  When 
not writing or exploring, 
Tougias donates his time to 
protecting open space.

Author presents narrated slideshow of Quabbin history

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Cemetery Commission met 
on June 24 to review the 
usage of perpetual care. 

In recent meetings the 
Cemetery Commission had 
discussed getting perpetual 
care for the town’s ceme-
tery. Commission Clerk 
Cindy Baxter provided cop-
ies of the law regarding per-
petual care. 

According to the law, 
it is up to the commission 
to decide to pay with per-
petual care and has to be 
in line with the rules the 
law addresses. Baxter had 
questions regarding the 
language used in the rule 
about perpetual care. Baxter 

highlighted the part where 
it says perpetual care is for 
burial places or burial lots. 

With the “or” stated in 
the language, Baxter wants 
the commission to keep 
that in mind as they move 
forward with a decision. If 
the Cemetery Commission 
wants to adopt perpetual 
care, it must fit within the 
perimeters. 

With “burial place” list-
ed in the language, The 
Cemetery Commission is 
convinced their cemetery 
falls into that category. 

S teve  Cr i s to l ,  Vice 
Chair of the Cemetery 
Commission was wondering 
if trees fall into perpetual 
care. The commission has 

Cemetery Commission 
reviews perpetual care

Please see CEMETERY, 
page 13
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pected of Molly’s abduction 
and murder; they weren’t 
going to give him that power.

“Tonight is ‘Because of 
Molly,’” Heather said. “I’ve 
come to see the beauty in the 
pain…because of Molly, I 
have hope her legacy lives on 
in all of us.”

Heather invited people 
attending the vigil to sign 
a book placed on a table 
in front of the gazebo on 
the common, sharing their 
“Because of Molly” experi-
ences with the family. 

Retired state Sen. Stephen 
Brewer, who was serving the 
region at the time of Molly’s 
disappearance, said it was 
initially thought that she may 
have drowned at Comins 
Pond, where she was work-
ing as a lifeguard. This ulti-
mately led to the common-
wealth getting a side scan 
sonar device to search bodies 
of water, after investigators 
had to borrow one from the 
state of Connecticut to search 
the pond.

Brewer said the com-
monweal th  a l so  d idn’t 
have an Amber Alert sys-
tem at the time of Molly’s 
disappearance, but now it 
does. He said Molly’s sister 
Heather has worked tireless-
ly on improving legislation, 
including anti-stalking laws.

“This was a different 
world 25 years ago and we 
all came together to support 
this beautiful girl and her 
family,” he said. “We will 
never forget Molly Bish.”

Former state senator and 
current Director of Rural 
Affairs Anne Gobi said she 
never met Molly, but has 
come to know her through 
her family. 

“Because of you, I know 
Molly,” Gobi said to the Bish 
family. 

She spoke about each 
family member, and how 
John Jr. grew up to be a 
wonderful father, and how 
passionate Heather is. She 
said she has shared “a lot of 
tears,” and “a lot of laughs” 

with Magi and John Sr. 
“A couple who have 

taken grief and turned it into 
action,” Gobi said.

State Rep. Todd Smola, 
a resident of Warren for 
the past 14 years, said that 
change happens in the legis-
lature through the “gut and 
determination of people who 
lead the charge,” like the 
Bish family. 

“To make sure that these 
terrible tragedies don’t hap-
pen again,” he said. “These 
things would not have hap-
pened if it was not for the 
Bish family.”

The emcee for the vigil 
was a former state repre-
sentative and retired State 
Trooper, Reed Hillman, who 
first became close to the Bish 
family through his work in 
law enforcement, when he 
met John Sr. Hillman said he 
even served as the officiant 
for John Jr.’s wedding.

Hillman spoke about the 
family’s continuous efforts to 
protect missing children and 
seek justice.

“There are children here 
today who are here because 
of your efforts,” he said to 
the Bish family. 

Hillman said while this 
may be the last vigil the 
family holds for Molly, her 
abduction and murder are 
still an active investigation, 

and he encouraged anyone 
with information to con-
tact the Worcester Country 
District Attorney’s tip line by 
calling 508-453-7575. 

District Attorney Joseph 
D. Early Jr. said State Police 
investigators continue to 
work on Molly’s case and he 
said tips still come in every 
week. 

Early said forensic sci-
ence has gotten better since 
Molly’s disappearance, and 
they will continue to seek 
answers.

“This case has a special 

place in everyone’s heart,” 
Early said. 

After the vigil, Hillman 
invited everyone present 
to grab a candle and join 
the Bish family at Comins 
Pond, where the Quaboag 
Highlanders Pipes & Drums 
performed a tribute to Molly 
on the bagpipes. 

Hillman thanked everyone 
for attending the vigil and for 
remembering Molly after all 
of these years.

“We just wanted to make 
sure Molly was remembered 
by all who love her,” Hillman 
said. 

Because of Molly State Rep. Todd Smola 
presented a citation 
from the House and 

Senate to Magi and John 
Bish.

Heather Bish talked about 
all of the changes made to 
protect children and get 
justice for victims of crime 
since her sister Molly’s 
abduction and murder. 

John Bish Jr. gets a hug from his son during the vigil.

Former state senator and current Director of Rural Affairs 
Anne Gobi talked about how she came to know about 
Molly Bish through her family members.

Retired state Sen. Stephen 
Brewer spoke about the 
Bish family.

Former state representative 
and retired State Trooper 
Reed Hillman acted as 
emcee for the 25th anniver-
sary vigil for Molly Bish. 

Rev. Fr. Christopher Nerreau 
from Emmanuel Orthodox 
Church in Brookfield led 
the prayers.

Julia O’Keefe sang several 
moving songs during the 
vigil.

MOLLY from page 1

Worcester County District 
Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. 
was joined by the investi-
gative team from the State 
Police.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira’s District Director Jennifer 
Pickering presented a citation to Magi and John Bish.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—While there 
are a couple of new boys’ 
basketball teams competing in 
the Auburn Summer League 
this year, Quabbin Regional 
has been a member of the 
prestigious league since the 
1990’s. 

“We really enjoy play-
ing in this summer basket-
ball league,” said longtime 
Quabbin boys varsity basket-
ball coach Dennis Dextradeur. 
“We get the opportunity 
to play against some of the 
teams that we normally don’t 
face during the regular sea-
son. It’s always nice to see 
different styles of play and 
compete against different 
players.” 

The  Auburn  Summer 
League games were held at 
the outdoor courts located 

behind the Horgan Skating 
Arena for many years. The 
games are now played indoors 
at the Auburn High School 
gymnasium, which is air con-
ditioned.

“When we first joined this 
summer basketball league, it 
was an outdoor league, but 
now all the games are played 
indoors,” Dextradeur said. 
“We don’t have to worry 
about the weather anymore, 
and the gym is air condi-
tioned.” 

According to Dextradeur, 
it has been more than ten 
years since Quabbin won 
the Auburn Summer League 
championship title.

“I believe the last time 
that we won the summer 
league title was in 2012 or 
2013. We’re hoping to end 
that drought this year,” he 
said. “This is an outstanding 
developmental league for us. 
We’re able to play some of 
our younger players.”

Quabbin has also played 
in the Game On Summer 

League in Fitchburg in the 
past, but they’re just play-
ing in the Auburn league this 
summer.   

W h i l e  D e x t r a d e u r 
can attend the Auburn 
Summer League games, 
he isn’t allowed 
to coach the 
team.

Those 
d u t i e s 
a r e 
h a n d l e d 
b y  A l a n 
Crane, who’s a former 
Quabbin basketball 
player,  and Steve 
Gasper.

The other mem-
bers of the Panthers 
summer league team 
are Brady Patchen, 
Jacoby Dilling, Aiden 
Crane, Isaac Patchen, 
Bobby Tobin, Jack 
Lecla i re ,  Anthony 

Panthers get their reps in
Jacoby Dilling makes his way 

up the court during action 
last summer season.

Aiden Crane makes a pass 
on the run.

Kyle Clark muscles his way to the hoop. Luke Salvadore gets the turnaround shot.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Mutiny 
drills Fuel 
to clinch 
playoff 
spot

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Back on 
June 8, the New England 
Mutiny scored a sea-
son-high six goals during 
a road victory against the 
New Jersey Alliance. The 
Alliance were scheduled 
to make their first ever 
visit to Lusitano Stadium 
last Sunday afternoon, but 
they didn’t have enough 
players to fill out their 
roster.

Instead of taking the 
weekend off l ike the 
Western Mass. Pioneers 
were forced to do 24 
hours earlier, the Mutiny 
were able to find another 
opponent on short notice. 
The Worcester Fuel made 
the 45-minute trek west 
on the Mass. Pike to 
Ludlow.

It wasn’t a very com-
petitive match, as the 
Mutiny posted a 12-0 
shutout victory in what 
was most likely their final 
home game of the season.

The Mutiny and Fuel 
were originally sched-
uled to face each other at 
Millbury High School on 
July 6.

“New Jersey indicated 
to us that they were hav-
ing roster issues for this 
weekend, so we decid-

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

H O L Y O K E — A f t e r 
People’s Bank fell behind 
against the St.  Joseph’s 
Baseball Club in the top of 
the first inning, player/man-
ager Joe Ferry knew that his 
team could make a comeback 
in the Tri-County League 
contest 

The score was tied 3-3, 
entering the bottom of the 
sixth inning when People’s 
Bank scored a pair of runs 
leading to a 5-3 victory on 
a hot night at Mackenzie 
Stadium in Holyoke, last 
Tuesday.

“We fell behind in the first 
inning, but we kept battling 
back the entire game,” Ferry 
said. “This is a very good 
team win for us.” 

T h e  h o m e  v i c t o r y 
improved People’s Bank 
overall record to a perfect 5-0.

St. Joe’s (6-3) lost to 
People’s for the third time in 
a span of less than two weeks.

“It’s another frustrating 
loss,” said St. Joe’s play-
er/manager Brian Hayes. “I 
would like to play them in a 
playoff series. I think we have 
a little more pitching depth 
than they do.”

After allowing the two 
runs in the first inning, 
People’s Bank righthander 
Jovanni Merced only gave up 
an unearned run during the 
final six innings. He allowed 
six hits with a walk and six 
strikeouts.          

“Jovanni hadn’t pitched in 

Bankers take second straight over Saints

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Devin Slattery, of Ware, sends a throw to first.

Brandon Magni attempts to catch a pickoff throw.

Registration 
open for 
3v3 soccer 
jamboree

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Third  Annual Julia’s 
3v3 Soccer Jamboree is 
scheduled to be held at 
the State Street Fields in 
Belchertown  on August 
16th, 2025. The annu-
al event is held in mem-
ory of 13-year-old Julia 
Haynes who passed away 
in March of 2023 follow-
ing a battle with  brain 
cancer. All of the funds 
the Jamboree raises ben-
efit  the  Julia Haynes 
Scholarship Fund, which 
is a 501(c)(3) founded by 
four of Julia’s classmates.

T h e  f i r s t  t w o 
eve n t s   h o s t e d  m o r e 
than 60 teams,  each 
year,  in grades 3 through 
high school for the all-day 
event bracket  which also 
featured food trucks, raffle 
and dunk tank.

Registration is open 
until July 20 and  is $100 
per team for up to four 
players and includes an 
event t shirt. There is also 
a new bracket for class 
of 2022 - 2025 partici-
pants. There will again 
be food trucks, a DJ and 
some fun activities for 
attendees including a 

First inning 
surge leads 
Blue Sox 
past Sharks

HOLYOKE – A four-
run fi rs t  inning was 
the catalyst for a dom-
inant Blue Sox win on 
Saturday, as they handi-
ly defeated the visiting 
Martha’s Vineyard Sharks 
by a final score of 6-2.

After  an  error  by 
Vi n e y a r d ’ s  H a r l e y 
Goodner  opened the 
scoring,  Valley piled 
on three more runs. The 
runs scored on a Gavin 
Schrader single, a Mike 
Lucarelli double and a 
Cade Carr sacrifice fly. 

“It allowed us to be 
confident,” said Head 
Coach Endy Morales of 
the early surge. “We had 
lost to them already this 
week, they’re a really 
good team, so to come 
out and punch them first, 
it just set the tone for the 
rest of the game.”

M i c h a e l  O ’ C o n o r 
added the other two Valley 
scores on a home run that 
soared into the Blue Sox 
bullpen. Sebastian Mexico 
contributed a two hit per-
formance, and Michael 
Elko came across home 
plate twice as a base run-
ner. 

Please see MUTINY, 
page 10

Please see BANKERS, 
page 11

Please see BLUE SOX, 
page 11

Please see JAMBOREE, 
page 11

Please see 
PANTHERS, 

page 10
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Following up on the 
resounding success of its 
inaugural campaign, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, an over-28 adult 
baseball league will hold 
its second Fall League this 
September and October.

Seeking to create a simi-
lar competition environment 
to its spring/summer league, 
Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley 
Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers, 
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 
league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league 
if it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 

to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 
makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at the 
end of the season. Last year’s 
fall season was eight games 
and that is the goal for this 
year. Free and low-cost fields 
are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Players 
from outside the Quabbin 
League may also pay a small 
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then, to 
express interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled  and  team 
placement for unaffiliated 
players will be finalized in 
mid-to-late August. Please 
join in the fun this fall.

Quabbin Valley set to host 
second over-28 fall league

ed to switch our game with 
Worcester,” said Joe Ferrara, 
who’s the Owner/Managing 
Director of the Mutiny. 
“We’ll try to reschedule the 
game with New Jersey or 
find another opponent to fill 
out our regular season sched-
ule.”   

Because Mutiny head 
coach Federico Molinari 
was unavailable to coach 
last Sunday’s home match, 
Ferrara took over the coach-
ing duties.

The Worcester team used 
to be in the same Division 
as the Mutiny, but they were 
moved down to the second 
Division this year. They’ve 

played a couple of other 
games against First Division 
clubs this season.

The victory improved the 
Mutiny’s record to a perfect 
7-0 

Racing Power, who are 
from Baltimore, lost to the 
Mutiny, 3-0, at Lusitano 
Stadium on June 14, but 
they’ll most likely be hosting 

the playoff game on July 13 
because of the goal differen-
tial. The margin is capped at 
five goals for each match.

The U.W.S. National 
semifinals and finals are 
scheduled to be held in 
Chicago, Illinois.

The Mutiny, who lost in 
last year’s championship 
match, clinched a berth in 

the United Women’s Soccer 
League playoffs for the fifth 
time since they moved to 
Lusitano in 2019.

“We’ve had a lot of suc-
cess since we began playing 
our home matches here at 
Lusitano Stadium,” Ferrara 
said. “We’ve had a dynamic 
group of players during the 
past couple of years. We are 

losing a couple of key play-
ers for the rest of the season.”

Chioma Okafor was called 
up to play for the Nigerian 
Women’s National Team in 
the African Nations Women’s 
Cup. Cat Perez, who’s a 
goalie, is playing for the 
Colombian National Team.

Kendall Bodak, who’s 
from Monson,  returned 
to Clemson University to 
start preparing for the col-
lege soccer season. Avery 
Galante also went back to the 
University of South Carolina.   

While the Mutiny were 
missing a couple of players, 
Hope Santaniello played in 
her first match of the sea-
son against Worcester. She 
returned home to Agawam 
after playing for a profes-
sional soccer team in Iceland. 
She has been a member of 
the Mutiny since 2019.

“Playing soccer with this 
team is something that’s very 
special to me,” Santaniello 
said. “It was great to be back 
and see all the girls again. 
I’ve also really enjoyed 
playing for the professional 
soccer team in Iceland. I’m 
learning a lot of different 
things.”

Santaniello scored the 
Mutiny’s fifth goal of the 
first half and added three 
more during the final 20 min-
utes of the match.

“Hope just looks fantas-
tic,” Ferrara said. “She’s been 
on our roster the whole sea-
son and is one of our all-time 
best players.” 

Hope’s younger sister, 
Bella, was also scheduled to 
play for the Mutiny in last 
Sunday’s match. However, 
because Worcester didn’t 
have enough players show up 
for the match, she played for 
the visitors.  

“My sister definitely has a 
lot of potential,” Hope said. 
“I’m very glad that she’s 
following in my footsteps. 
It was a lot of fun playing 
against her today.”

Maddy Theriault, who 
graduated from Palmer High 
School, recorded a hat-trick 
during the first 15 minutes of 
the opening half.

Bella Meadows scored the 
other first half goal for the 
Mutiny. She also scored the 
first goal of the second half.

Avery Klingensmith, who 
graduated from Belchertown 
High School, chipped in 
offensively with a pair of 
second half goals.

Mila Dillard, who’s from 
Chicopee, also scored a goal 
during the second half.

It was the Mutiny’s fourth 
shutout of the regular season. 
The defense was anchored 
by Aida Name, who’s from 
Chicopee, Kylie Ray, who 
graduated from Minnechaug 
Regional, Rachel Marchini, 
and Anna Carson.  
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Quarterone, Evan Sherblom, 
Collin Leclair, Matt Wade, 
Calvin Hurd, Lucas Gaspar, 
Gavin Rivard, and Bryce 
Pariseau.

B r a d y  Pa t c h e n  a n d 
Dilling are the captains of 
the summer league team.

U n l e s s  s o m e t h i n g 
changes between now and 
November, Quarterone will 
be the only senior on the var-
sity basketball team during 
the 2025-26 regular season. 

“I think we’re going to 
be the underdog next year, 
which is something that I 
like,” Dilling said. “We’re 
also hoping to qualify for 
the state tournament. We just 
missed it by one game last 
year.”

Quabbin finished the first 
week of the Auburn summer 
league season with a 1-1 
record.

After losing a close 
game to Quaboag in the first 
game, the Panthers pulled 
out an exciting 49-45 over-
time victory against Tahanto 
Regional last Wednesday 
night

“It feels great to win our 
first game of the summer 
league season, especially 
after losing our first game,” 

Brady Patchen said. “We 
were trailing in the second 
half, but we were able to bat-
tle back and win it in over-
time. Playing in this league 
is going to help us a lot.”

Patchen made a 3-pointer 
in overtime against Tahanto, 
which gave his team a 47-45 
lead with a minute remain-
ing. He also made a foul 
shot.

A made free throw by 
Dilling sealed the deal with 

ten seconds left in OT.
“We played with a lot of 

energy defensively in the 
overtime period,” Dilling 
said. “It led to our offense, 
which was the reason why 
we won the game.”

After taking the Fourth 
of July week off, Quabbin 
is scheduled to face David 
Prouty  on  July  7  and 
Wachusett Regional on July 
9.

PANTHERS from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Evan Sherblom looks to shoot for the Panthers. The 
summer season is important to Quabbin’s development.

Follow Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram

Turley Publications 
sports department 
h a s 

r e c e n t -
l y  j o i n e d 
In s t ag ram. 
You can find 
our account 
by searching 
“turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples 
of photos that you will 
see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please 
follow and share with 
your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featur-
ing photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections, but 
as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy 
in your community.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!
This article was written by 

Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894P-A AECSPAD
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

The Importance 
of setting strong 
financial goals

There’s a quote about the importance 
of setting goals: “If you don’t know 
where you’re going, any path will take 
you there.”

This holds true for things that are 
important to you financially as well. 
To set your financial goals, think about 
your priorities. Outline them as either 
“must-haves” — such as a comfortable 
retirement — or “wish list” — perhaps a 
vacation or entertainment.

You'll want your goals to be specific. 
Assign estimated dates and costs to each 
one so you can plan how much to save 
and how much time you have before you 
need the money.

Next, hold yourself accountable 
to stay on track. That involves actively 
tracking your progress, maintaining 
your focus and using these three time-
tested strategies — diversify, own 
quality investments and keep a realistic 
perspective. A financial advisor can help 
with this.

Finally,  enjoy that  sense of 
accomplishment when you reach your 
goals, seeing your efforts literally pay off.

This content was provided by Edward 
Jones for use by Hunter Boody, your 
Edward Jones financial advisor at 413-
289-1875.

two weeks, and he got off to a 
slow start in tonight’s game,” 
Ferry said. “He settled down 
after the first inning.”

People’s Bank sixth inning 
rally began with third base-
man Cam McDonald hitting 
a double to right field against 
righty Jack Feltovic. He 
advanced to third following 
a bunt hit by shortstop Sam 
Allen that rolled up the third 
base line. Allen then stole 
second base putting two run-
ners in scoring position. Both 
runners crossed the plate 
when centerfielder Seth Allen 
(2-for-4) blasted a triple to 
right field.

It was People’s tenth and 
final base hit of the ballgame.

With one-out in the top 
of the seventh inning, pinch 
hitter Colby Harrington hit a 
single into center field before 
Merced retired the next two 
batters on flyballs.

Things started out very 
well for St. Joe’s. 

Shortstop Devin Slattery 
leadoff the top of the first 
inning with a line-drive single 
up the middle to center field. 
Then left fielder Jacob Petrin 
drew a walk on a 3-and-2 
pitch. The visitors load-
ed the bases when a ground 
ball hit by right fielder Pat 

Fitzgibbons wasn’t handled 
cleanly by the third baseman.

St. Joe’s took a 2-0 lead 
when third baseman Joey 
DeMichele hit another ground 
ball into left field for a single.

I t  was the only runs 
Merced al lowed in that 
inning, as he got out of the 
jam with the help of a 6-4-3 
double play and a strikeout.

Following back-to-back 
singles in the bottom half of 
the opening frame by sec-
ond baseman Dave Clark and 
first baseman Kyle Platner, 
Feltovic escaped further trou-
ble with a 6-3 inning ending 
double play.

The home team took a 3-2 
lead against Feltovic, who 
pitched the entire game, two 
innings later.

A ground ball single by 
left fielder Brady Balint, a 
bunt hit from Seth Allen, and 
a walk by catcher Pete Hogan 
loaded the bases. Clark drove 
home People’s first run with 
a line-drive single into left 
field. Then Platner hit into a 
double play scoring the tying 
run. Hogan scored on a wild 
pitch, which gave People’s 
the lead for the first time at 
3-2.  

St Joe’s tied the score in 
the top of the fourth follow-
ing a throwing error before 
People’s Bank retook the lead 

again two innings later.
The fourth and final meet-

ing of the regular season 

between the two squads is 
scheduled to take place at St. 
Joe’s Park on July 11.  

Dave Clark slings a throw to first. Cam MacDonald gets an out. Jovanni Merced sends a pitch home 
for PeoplesBank.

BANKERS from page 9

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kyle Platner goes for a tag.

Jack Feltovic fires a pitch home for St. Joe’s.

raffle. Those interested in 
registering a team, becom-
ing a volunteer,  sponsor or 
donating to the raffle can get 
more details on the @juli-

as3v3jamboree Instagram 
or  Jul ia’s  3v3 Soccer 
Jamboree Facebook pages or 
through Runsignup:  https://
r u n s i g n u p . c o m / R a c e /
M A / B e l c h e r t o w n /
Julias3v3SoccerJamboree 

Valley threw eight pitch-
ers in the contest, striking 
out 11 Vineyard batters. 
Max McCrary earned the 
win. Andrew Wertz came 
in for the ninth inning, 
when he struck out 
two batters  to 
close out  the 
game and earn 
the save.

G i o 
Colasante 
s t a r t e d 
t h e  g a m e 
for Vineyard, 
allowing four hits and four 
runs across two innings of 
work. He was credited with 
the loss.

The Blue Sox improve 
to an overall record of 10-8 
on the season, while the 
Sharks fall to 12-7. The 
win snaps a two game los-
ing skid for Valley.

“I thought that was a 
good one to get. It could 
have very easily been 
three losses in a row,” said 
Morales. “Now we get to 
go into the off day with 
a win, and a really tough 
stretch coming up next 
week. I thought that was 
a great way to approach 
the off day and beat a team 
that’s super competitive.” 

The Valley Blue Sox 
suffered defeat on Friday 
despite a rally in the sixth 
inning that saw them score 
four runs and take the lead.

Down 3-0 to the visit-
ing Mountaineers, Valley 
went on a run that featured 
a Rees Kozar two run dou-
ble, a Clay Burdette sacri-
fice fly and an additional 

run on a throwing error.
Vermont responded in 

the top of the seventh with 
a Jaylen Hernandez two 
run home run, securing the 
5-4 victory at MacKenzie 

Stadium.
“Overall, our 

defense needs to 
be cleaned up. 
We’re  making 
key  mis t akes 

la te r  in  the 
game … I 
would like 

for us to be 
a little more 

efficient on 
the mound, and then defen-
sively just clean up in those 
big moments,” said Head 
Coach Endy Morales.

Beau Ellson started the 
game on the mound for 
Valley, allowing six hits 
and three runs across four 
innings of work. Riley 
Williams was credited with 
the loss in relief for Valley. 

For the Mountaineers, 
Jack Rollo earned the win. 
Oliver Ellison got the save. 

The loss drops Valley’s 
record on the season to 9-8. 
Morales will look to build 
on this record today, when 
they host the Martha’s 
Vineyard Sharks.

“In the grand scheme 
of things, we’re still above 
.500, I would love to stay 
above .500 [today] … This 
is the time where you want 
to make that separation. 
You don’t want it to be the 
last week of the season and 
you’re chasing four wins to 
try and get into the play-
offs. You want to do that 
now so you have a bit more 
buffer,” Morales said. 

JAMBOREE from page 9

BLUE SOX from page 9

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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Ware Police Log
During the week of June 

15-24, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
29 miscellaneous calls, 31 
administrative calls, 15 traf-
fic violations, 20 emergency 
911 calls, two motor vehicle 
accidents, one harassment, 
three frauds/deceptions, one 
safety hazard, one break-
ing and entering, one theft/
larceny, one trespass, nine 
animal calls and 24 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Ware.

Sunday, June 15
3:03 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, West Main Street, 
Could Not Locate

4:35 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Morse Avenue, 
Arrest Made

6:11 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Monson Turnpike 
Road, Could Not Locate

7:05 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Swift River Dock, 
Dispatch Handled

Monday, June 16
5:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

12:10 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call,  Gould Road, 
Appears Secure After Check

1 2 : 4 9  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

5 : 1 8  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, June 17
1 2 : 3 9  p . m .  F r a u d /

Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

6:36 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Maple Street, Could Not 
Locate

Wednesday, June 18
1:57 p.m. Drugs, West 

Street, Services Rendered
5:59 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call,  Main Street, 
Dispatch Handled

6:24 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Moriarty Road, 
Services Rendered

6:32 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Services Rendered

6:36 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  Belchertown 
Road, Dispatch Handled

Thursday, June 19
1:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

S t o p ,  P a l m e r  R o a d , 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:48 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Dispatch Handled

12:30 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cummings Street, 
Services Rendered

10:03 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  River Road, 
Investigated

Friday, June 20
9:50 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Babcock Tavern 
Road, Could Not Locate

9:54 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Babcock Tavern 
Road, Dispatch Handled

8:05 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Main Street, Investigated

Arrest:  Neftanial  G. 
Rosario, 26, Ware

S h o p l i f t i n g  b y 
Concealing Merchandise; 
Resist Arrest

8:39 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  West Street , 
Advised

11:48 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  West Street , 
Investigated

Saturday, June 21
2:07 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call ,  Belchertown 
Road, Dispatch Handled

3 : 2 7  p . m .  T r a f f i c 

Incident/Crash, Main Street, 
Report Made

4:32 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Dispatch Handled

6:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Report 
Made

Sunday, June 22
4:12 a .m.  Weapons/

Firearms, Monroe Street, 
Report Made

10:20 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, North Street, 
Investigated

1 1 : 2 7  a . m .  Tr a ff i c 
Incident/Crash,  Palmer 
Road, Report Made

5:10 p .m.  Breaking 
and Entering, Homecrest 
Avenue, Advised

8:32 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Coffey Hill Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

Monday, June 23
7:30 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Dispatch Handled

12:31 p.m. Breaking 
and Entering, Palmer Road, 
Report Made

4:26 p.m.  Trespass , 
South Street, Advised

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Warren Police Log
During the week of June 

8-21, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
236 building/property checks, 
29 community policings, 35 
emergency 911 calls, one lar-
ceny/theft, three harassments, 
one threat, seven complaints, 
seven motor vehicle acci-
dents, two fires, one animal 
bite, two frauds/forgeries, one 
safety hazard, nine animal 
calls and 23 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Warren.

Sunday, June 8
1:37 p.m. Complaint, 

Southbridge Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3:36 p.m. Power Lines 
Down, Town Farm Road, 
Investigated

9 : 2 7  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint ,  Southbridge 
Road, Negative Contact

10:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Hit and Run, Main Street, 
Report Filed

Monday, June 9
9:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:31 a.m. Larceny or 
Thef t ,  Lombard Street , 
Referred to Other Agency

10:36 a.m. Harassment, 
South Street, Report Filed

11:45 a.m. Falls, Winthrop 
Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

3:08 p.m. Suspicious 
Package,  Maple  Street , 
Report Filed

3:24 p.m. Suspicious 
Package, Southbridge Road, 
Investigated

7:07 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, June 10
10:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:32 a.m. Threats, Old 
West  Brookfie ld  Road, 
Report Filed

2:05 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
C h a p e l  S t r e e t ,  Fa l s e /
Accidental

6:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:06 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Wednesday, June 11
1:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:51 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Brook Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8 : 5 5  a . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

9 : 5 1  a . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Report Filed

10:53 a.m. Suspicious 
Person, South Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

3:59 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, June 12
5:53 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Town Farm Road, 
Report Filed

7:25 a.m. Complaint , 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Negative Contact

10:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Citation Issued

10:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Written Warning

11:15 a.m. Harassment, 
Douglas Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

12:09 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Old West 
Brookfield Road, Dispatch 
Handled

1:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

2:19 p.m. Landlord/Tenant 
Dispute, Cottage Street, 
Removed to Court/Lockup

A r r e s t :  N a t a s h a  M . 
Wilson, 28, West Warren

Witness / Juror /Pol ice /
Court Official, Intimidate; 
Larceny  under  $1 ,200; 
Assault and Battery on +60 
Disabled with Injury

7 : 4 6  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Bemis Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1 0 : 1 5  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Bemis Road, 
Report Filed

Friday, June 13
7:23 a.m. Safety Concern, 

Southbridge Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Saturday, June 14
12:31 p.m. Complaint, 

Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Sunday, June 15
6 :25  a .m.  B leed ing , 

South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

7 :15  a .m.  B leed ing , 
Winthrop Terrace, Mutual 
Aid Transport

1:48 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Ware, 
Mutual Aid Assist

5:13 p.m. Animal Bites, 
Crouch Road, Transported to 
Hospital

6:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Cronin Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

8 : 2 0  p . m .  We l f a r e 
Check, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, June 16
10:02 a .m.  Diabet ic , 

Reed Street, Transported to 
Hospital

3:36 p.m. Harassment, 
Mill Street, Report Filed

8:59 p.m. Fire/Illegal 
B u r n ,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

11:15 p.m.  Diabet ic , 
Chapel Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, June 17
7:14 a.m. Falls, Winthrop 

Terrace,  Transported to 
Hospital

9 : 2 3  a . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Stop, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

12:21 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Maple Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

2:58 p.m. Stroke, Walkeen 

Koziol Road, Report Filed
5:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

C o l l i s i o n ,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

Wednesday, June 18
10:32 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Transported to Hospital

11:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Keys Road, Criminal 
Complaint

12:27 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Maple Street, Investigated

10 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Main Street, 
Plates Seized

10:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Brimfield Road, 
Vehicle Removed

Thursday, June 19
9:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

1:04 p.m. Mutual Aid 
Ambulance, Ware, Canceled

5:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Pursuit, Main Street, Report 
Filed

9:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Washington Street, 
Transported by Life Flight

9:45 p.m. Harassment, 
Cottage Street, Information 
Given

10:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Col l is ion,  Main Street , 
Report Filed

Friday, June 20
12:59 a.m. Falls, Cronin 

Road, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

12:22 p.m.  Fraud or 
Forgery, Shamrock Drive, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2 :04  p .m .  F raud  o r 
Fo rg e r y,  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

2:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident ,  Main  St ree t , 
Report Filed

3 :18  p .m.  B leed ing , 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Saturday, June 21
11:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

11:42 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Vehicle Towed

3:56 p.m. Brush Fire, 
D u n h a m  R o a d ,  F i r e 
Extinguished

6:31 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

9:57 p.m. Assault and 
Battery, Comins Pond Road, 
Report Filed

During the week of 
June 16-23, the Hardwick/
New Bra in t ree  Po l ice 
Department responded to 66 
building/property checks, 36 
directed/area patrols, seven 
radar assignments, three 
traffic controls, 11 emer-
gency 911 calls, two citizen 
assists, three complaints, 
two scams, one motor vehi-
cle investigation, one bur-
glary, one larceny/theft/
shoplifting, one property 
damage, three safety haz-
ards, three animal calls and 
26 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Hardwick.

Monday, June 16
5:38 p.m. Scam, Main 

Street, Dispatch Handled
7:09 p.m. Scam, Turkey 

Street, Officer Handled

Tuesday, June 17
4 : 5 7  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Jackson Road, 
Transported to Hospital

9:13 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, High Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, June 18
9:40 a.m. 911 Safety 

H a z a r d ,  H a l l  R o a d , 
Removed Hazard

12:04 p.m. 911 Animal 
C a l l ,  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Services Rendered

4 : 3 7  p . m .  9 1 1 
Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations, Barre Road, 
Could Not Locate

Thursday, June 19
5:21 a.m. 911 Safety 

Hazard, Petersham Road, 

Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency

5:55 a.m. 911 Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Main Street ,  Negat ive 
Contact

8:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

9:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

9:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Written 
Warning

10:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Main Street, 
Investigated

10:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Hardwick Road, 
Citation Issued

11:24 a.m. 911 Burglary 
(Breaking and Entering), 
Collins Road, Transported 
to Hospital

11:58 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Petersham Road, 
Written Warning

12:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Petersham Road, 
Written Warning

12:40 p.m. Fire Alarm, 
Prospect Street, Services 
Rendered

1:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Petersham Road, 
Written Warning

1:36 p.m. Fire Alarm, 
Prospect Street, Services 
Rendered

1:43 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Road, Written 
Warning

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Petersham Road, 

Written Warning
4:48 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, School Street, 
Transported to Hospital

5:17 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

Friday, June 20
7:53 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Czesky Road, Dispatch 
Handled

9:07 a.m. Serve Warrant, 
Main Street, Arrest(s) Made 

Saturday, June 21
10 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

M a i n  S t r e e t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

12:45 p.m. Larceny/
T h e f t / S h o p l i f t i n g , 
Petersham Road, Services 
Rendered

1:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
S t o p ,  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Citation Issued

4:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

Sunday, June 22
3 : 2 7  a . m .  P a r k i n g 

Complaint, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

10:46 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

1:03 p.m. 911 Neighbor 
Dispute, North Street, Peace 
Restored

8 :43  p .m.  P roper ty 
Damage, Hardwick Road, 
Services Rendered

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notices
Chrabaszcz, George Emil
Died June 26, 2025
Services July 5, 2025

Riendeau, Roger J.
Died March 21, 2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Notes
  6. Long-haired dog breed
 12. ESPN’s nickname
 16. Spanish be
 17. Disadvantage
 18. Of I
 19. Actor Pacino
 20. On your way: __ 

route
 21. Fifth note of a major 

scale
 22. Companies need it
 23. News agency
 24. Faces of an 

organization
 26. Ponds
 28. Samoa’s capital
 30. Partner to “Pa”
 31. Adult male
 32. Cool!
 34. Used of a number or 

amount not specified
 35. No No No
 37. Hosts film festival
 39. British place to house 

convicts

 40. Made of fermented 
honey and water

 41. Chief
 43. College army
 44. Thyroid-stimulating 

hormone
 45. Consume
 47. One point north of 

due east
 48. For instance
 50. Brews
 52. Alaskan river
 54. Not soft
 56. Atomic #22
 57. “The Golden State”
 59. “The world’s most 

famous arena”
 60. Larry and Curly’s pal
 61. One billion gigabytes
 62. Conducts inspections
 63. Malaria mosquitoes
 66. Unit to measure width
 67. Features
 70. Affairs
 71. Letter of Semitic 

abjads

CLUES DOWN
   1. Follower of Islam
  2. Trauma center
  3. French young women
  4. Norse god
  5. U.S. commercial flyer 

(abbr.)
  6. Merchant
  7. Peyton’s younger 

brother
  8. Jungle planet in “Star 

Wars” galaxy
  9. Tree-dwelling animal 

of C. and S. America
 10. “Pollack” actor Harris
 11. Stuck around
 12. Put on
 13. Influential Norwegian 

playwright
 14. Christian __, designer
 15. Fulfills a debt
 25. Style
 26. More (Spanish)
 27. A baglike structure in 

a plant or animal
 29. Remedy
 31. Disturbance

 33. “The Martian” actor 
Matt

 36. Express delight
 38. Brooklyn hoopster
 39. 1900 lamp
 41. Motionless
 42. One’s mother (Brit.)
 43. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 46. Compels to act
 47. Gardening tool
 49. Ancient country
 51. Frightening
 53. Wimbledon champion 

Arthur
 54. Popular plant
 55. Database 

management system
 58. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 60. Where soldiers eat
 64. Tenth month (abbr.)
 65. Illuminated
 68. Atomic #18
 69. Adults need one to 

travelPUBLISHES AUGUST 7, 2025

Attention all 
businesses 

in Ware, 
Warren and 
Hardwick!

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Ware River News
All local businesses are invited to showcase 

themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 
from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

JULY 30

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $55  
3”x 5” ad  $80

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

 ESTABLISHED

1991

Jim Regin, Owner
19 Church Street

Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6651
Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Auto Service & Repair • Towing

Off The Main Street Memories

WA R E  –  G e o r g e 
Chrabaszcz, 69, of Ware, 
passed away peacefully on 
June 26, 2025, 
surrounded by 
his loving fam-
ily. 

He spent his 
final moments in 
the home he had 
proudly  bui l t 
with his  own 
hands-a lasting 
symbol of his 
strength, crafts-
manship,  and 
independence. 
George lived a full and pur-
poseful life marked by ser-
vice, determination, and a 
deep love for his family. 

He was a proud veteran 
of the U.S. Air Force and 
served his country during 
the Vietnam War as Crew 
Chief on the C-5 Galaxy-the 
largest aircraft in the mil-
itary. At the time, he was 
the youngest Airman ever 
appointed to that position. 

His service took him 
around the world, with 
assignments in Europe, 
Asia, and beyond. These 
experiences helped shape 
his strong work ethic, global 
perspective, and unwavering 
pride in his service. 

Following his military 

service, George earned 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Aeronautical Studies from 

Embry-Riddle 
A e r o n a u t i c a l 
Univers i ty,  a 
premier institu-
tion in aviation 
and aeronautics, 
further deepen-
ing his exper-
tise and passion 
for aircraft and 
engineering. He 
returned home 
and joined the 
family business, 

Chrabasz Oil, a home heat-
ing oil company in Ware. 

He later founded his own 
business, Chrabasz Heating 
Service, proudly serving 
his community with the 
same hands-on dedication 
he brought to everything he 
did. 

George had a lifelong 
passion for cars, motorcy-
cles, and snowmobiles. 
Known for his remarkable 
skill and determination, he 
could fix and build nearly 
anything. One of his favorite 
sayings was, “The impossi-
ble just takes a little longer” 
– a phrase that perfectly 
captured his grit, creativity, 
and persistence. 

He is survived by his lov-

ing sons, Brandon, Bryce, 
and Colin; his grandchil-
dren, Khloe and Koda; 
his brother Kenneth and 
his children, Wesley and 
Jessica; his sister Lisa 
and her children, Will and 
Caitlin; and his cousin 
John. George was preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
Dorothy and Emil, and his 
beloved sister, Lori. 

A Funeral Mass will be 
held at St. Mary’s Church 
on Saturday, July 5, at 11 
a.m. The church will open 
at 10 a.m. for final good-
byes. Friends and family 
are welcome to attend and 
celebrate his life. George 
will be laid to rest with Air 
Force Honors and Prayers 
o f  Commit ta l  fo l low-
ing the mass in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery in Ware. 

George will be fond-
ly remembered for his 
strength, humor, enduring 
commitment to precision, 
and deep devotion to those 
he loved.  

Funeral Services are 
under the direction of the 
Koziol Family of Cebula 
Funeral Home. For more 
information and an online 
guest book, please visit:  
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.

W A R E / M Y R T L E 
BEACH, SC – Roger J. 
Riendeau, 80, passed away 
from a brief i l lness on 
March 21, 2025, 
in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina. 

Roger served 
our country for 22 
years as a mem-
ber of the United 
States Air Force. 
He was incredibly 
proud of his ser-
vice, which was 
apparent by his signature 
Air Force baseball hat and 
license plate. 

He then went on to work 
for Belchertown State School 
for an additional 16 years. 

Upon his  ret irement, 
Roger spent his time between 
his hometown of Ware, 
his dream condo in Myrtle 
Beach, and visiting with his 
children, who happened to 
live in three different states. 
His visits were often and 
always full of time spent 
“getting things done”. He 
was truly the family handy-
man, always wanting to help 
and pass on his knowledge to 
children and grandchildren. 

Roger loved the open 
road, visiting many National 
Parks, western towns, and, 
of course, his children and 
their families. He spent many 
years creating the some of 
the best memories for his 
daughter and her children 
driving them to Virginia for 
big Thanksgiving celebra-
tions. 

He recently enjoyed one 
last road trip with his son, 
Chris, as they returned to a 

place that he had been want-
ing to go back to for years, 
Alaska’s Alcan Highway. It 
was a month full of scenery, 

wildlife, fishing, and 
time spent visiting 
his son, Michael, 
and his family in 
Colorado .  Chr i s 
feels so fortunate to 
have had this special 
time with his dad. 

R o g e r  w a s 
known for a vari-
ety of other inter-

ests which included World 
War II history, John Wayne, 
and his favorite TV show, 
“Gunsmoke”. And, boy, did 
he love to keep his car clean 
– inside and out. You’d be 
hard-pressed to find a speck 
of dust anywhere. It became 
a running joke in the family, 
but it was just another way 
he exemplified his military 
values, respect and disci-
pline. 

Roger is going to be 
missed greatly by his son 
Michael Riendeau, and his 
wife Tina; his son Chris 
(Roger) Riendeau, and his 
daughter, Lori Flanagan. 
Additionally, he has 11 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  2 1 
great-grandchildren who will 
feel this loss. He was pre-
ceded in death by his daugh-
ter-in-law Sheila Riendeau, 
his granddaughter Rebekah 
Hanson, and his grandson 
Gage Flanagan.

The family will hold a pri-
vate burial and celebration 
of life. He will be laid to rest 
in his family plot at Mount 
Carmel Cemetery.

George Emil Chrabaszcz, 69Roger J. Riendeau, 80

some tree work they want to 
complete soon. 

Baxter  did bring up 
embellishment, which was 
listed in the rules of per-
petual care. Not sure on the 
specifics, the commission 
looked up embellishment 
and how it applies to cem-
eteries. The commission 
wanted clarification before 
making any firm decision. 

“We need to come to an 
understanding of this before 
we have more of these 
moments where we’re not 
sure,” Baxter said. 

Cristol looked up embel-
lishment and said it is deco-
rative detail or feature add-
ing to make something more 
attractive. After reading that 
definition, the commission 
thought of some ideas that 
could make things more dec-
orative at the cemetery. 

The commission thinks 
signage could be improved 
and give people more aware-

ness of where the cemetery 
is. It is still unclear if tree 
work falls into perpetual 
care. 

The commission moved 
on to talk about authorizing 
True Green to reseed and 
fertilize the section of the 
cemetery that was infested 
by grubs. The commission 
agreed to keep Highway 
Surveyor Jeremy Olson 
informed on tasks being 
done on sections of the cem-
etery. 

Encumbering funds 
T h e  C e m e t e r y 

Commission talked about 
encumbering funds for proj-
ects. Members discussed 
what is a good amount of 
money to put in an encum-
brance fund. 

The  b igges t  p ro jec t 
Cristol brought up is tree 
work and Rusty’s Tree 
Service will do the job. 
The commission agreed to 
encumber up to $3,600 for 
the tree work. 

CEMETERY from page 7

WARE –  Summer 
Reading for ages birth 
through 12 is now under-
way at the Ware Library, 
37 Main St., with regis-
tration available in-person 
at the library or online.

Events include Bath 
Bomb Workshop in the 
Library Courtyard on 
Tuesday, July 8 from 
3 - 4 : 3 0  p . m .  ( d r o p -
in event); Ants on a 
Log funded in memo-
ry of Peggy Trombly 
on Thursday, July 10 at 
3 p.m.; Sharpie Tie Dye 
at Grenville Park on 
Tuesday, July 15 from 
3-4:30 p.m. (drop-in 
event); Financial Literacy 
with Country Bank for 
ages 5-12 on Wednesday, 
July 16 at 3 p.m. (regis-
tration required); Author 
Emi ly  Franke  Book 
reading & Signing with 
Cupcakes Courtesy of 
Cupcakes & Confections 
by Jana on Thursday, July 
17 at 3 p.m.; Magician 
Mike Bent on Monday, 
July 21 at 4 p.m.; Jungle 
Jim on Thursday, July 
29 at 4 p.m. (this pro-

Summer Reading begins at Ware Library
gram is funded in part by a 
grant from the Ware Cultural 
Counci l ,  a  local  agen-
cy which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, 
a  state agency);  Music 
& Movement with Julie 
Stepanek on Wednesday, July 
30 at 10:30 a.m.; Hitchcock 
Center: Insects & Reptiles on 
Thursday, Aug. 5 at 4 p.m.; 
Pop Up Art School: and 
Mask Making for ages 8-12 
on Thursday, Aug. 14 at 3 
p.m. (registration opens July 
21 and is required by calling 
413-967-9691 or emailing 
gouletc@cwmars.org).

There will also be ongo-
ing weekly programs, includ-
ing Monday Crafternoon 
from 3-5 p.m., Storytime 
with Miss Cathy on Tuesdays 
at 10:30 a.m., Imagination 
Station on Tuesdays from 

4-6 p.m., Lego Club on 
Wednesdays from 4:30-5:30 
p.m., Kids’ Bingo on the last 
Thursday of the month from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. and Take & 
Make Craft Bags every week 
in the Children’s lobby.

Stop by the library Aug. 
11-29 to get a lollipop and a 
Summer Reading Certificate.

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Statewide Summer Library 

Program is funded by the 
Massachuse t t s  L ib ra ry 
System, the Boston Brins and 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024 
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries, 
dual port, 128 lbs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350. 
413-575-6448.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
221 BRECKENRIDGE STREET, 
PALMER. Holiday decorations, blow 
molds, Snow Buddies, household misc., 
tools, car parts, etc. July 4th through 
July 13th, 8am-5pm.

ESTATE SALE. 6 Wheeler Road, 
West Brookfield. Saturday-Sunday, 
July 12-13, 1pm-5pm. Old tools, refriger-
ator, furniture, rain or shine.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. 

Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. 
Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable.

Luis Arroyo #20773A. 
Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 

508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior 
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks. 
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowingw

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked, 
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500. 
413-782-2305

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
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public notices
Town of Ware

Public Hearing Notice
The Selectboard will conduct 

a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
July 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA, to 
hear an application from Trac-
tor Supply Company for a new 
Flammables and Combustible 
Liquids, Flammable Gases and 
Solids License, by installing (2) 
1,000 gal tank for heating, (1) 
1,000 gal tank for the LPG dis-
penser for resale purposes and 
(2) 8gal cylinder for forklift 
use, all above ground storage 
tanks located at  256 West Street, 
Ware, MA, Assessors’ Parcel ID: 
10-0-129. Copies of the petition 
are available at the office of the 
Selectboard, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA during normal busi-
ness hours.  

All interested parties are invit-
ed to attend. 

Nancy Talbot
Chair of Selectboard

07/03/2025

Town of Warren
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with Massa-
chusetts General Laws Chapter 
166 Section 22, a public hearing 
for consent to install 1 SO Pole 
#6.1 approximately 600ft from 
the centerline of Southbridge on 
Cronin Rd. This hearing will be 
on Thursday, July 10, 2025, 
Shepard Building 48 High St. 
Warren, at 6:00PM.    

Richard Eichacker, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 

06/26, 07/03/2025

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
V-2025-01

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, per the powers given under 
M.G.L Chapter 40A, will hold a 
Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
July 23, 2025 at 7:00 PM on the 
application of Robert Jones (Nu-
Way Mobile Homes), for a Vari-
ance (V-2025-01). The applicant 
is requesting variance relief from 
the setback requirements for pro-
posed mobile home under Sec-
tion 4.8.7, of the Zoning Bylaw, 
and pursuant to MGL Chapter 
40A. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the 
Acts of 2025, this hearing will be 
conducted in person and via re-
mote means, in accordance with 
applicable law. This means that 
members of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals as well as members 
of the public may access this 
meeting in person, or via virtu-
al means. In person attendance 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main Street, 
Town Hall, Ware, MA. It is pos-
sible that any or all members 

of the public body may attend 
remotely, with in-person atten-
dance consisting of members of 
the public. The meeting may be 
accessed remotely via zoom. Go 
to https://zoom.us/join or join by 
phone. Phone Number: 929-205-
6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; 
Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  2 4th 
Avenue, Ware MA. Said prem-
ises being further described in 
deeds recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds, Book 
10178, Page 211. Property is also 
identified as Assessor’s Parcel # 
52-0-21. Zoned: Suburban Resi-
dential (SR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS

S.K Robinson, Chairman 
07/03, 07/10/2025

Town of Hardwick
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting

Notice is hereby given in ac-
cordance with the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act that a Public Meeting 
will be held for a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 at 
6:30 pm at the Municipal Office 
Building, 307Main Street, Gil-
bertville. All interested parties 
are urged to attend.

Applicant:  Abbie White
Description of Proposed 

Work: Construct farm workshop/ 
storage building. Pole for elec-
tricity to building.

Location:  232 Lucas Road

Town:  Hardwick
Interested parties may also 

view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org. 
07/03/2025

Town of Ware 
Conservation Commission

Public Hearing
The Ware Conservation Com-

mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, July 9, 2025, 
at 6:30pm pursuant to the Wet-
lands Protection Act, MGL 131 
c40. The hearing will include 
consideration of a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) by Patrick Demarco, for 
the removal of trees at his proper-

ty located at 28 Beach Rd. Ware, 
MA 01082. Assessors Map ID 
48-0-56. Said hearing will be 
held in the Selectboard Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 Main St. 
Ware, MA 01082. To view appli-
cation and related plans, contact 
the Conservation office at 413-
967-9648.

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 4, 
Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) website: 
http://masspublicnotices.org 
07/03/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

At least to 
contestants

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

HARDWICK – It was 
maybe around 40 to 45 years 
ago that the game Trivial 
Pursuit hit the consciousness 
of board game players. It 
caught on and trivia became 
a thing.

Eventually, maybe it was 
early in the new century, triv-
ia matches would take place 
in public venues such as bars 
and restaurants. Teams with 
cute names would come and 
an announcer would be the 
master of ceremonies.

Soon enough, companies 
rose up to organize it, and if 
an evening crowd wanted to 
play, there were more than 
a few choices. That was so 
in larger urban areas such as 
Worcester, or in the college 
infested Pioneer Valley, but 
what about out here in what 
are thought to be the hinter-
lands.

Well, we are not so much 
of a backwater that there are 
not oases of culture. Maybe 
not high culture, but who 
cares?

Of a  Monday night , 
myself and Dan Flynn found 
such a spot. Trivia might not 
be what comes to mind when 
Hardwick Crossing Country 
Club is mentioned. Teeing 
up to hit a ball may be the 

first thought, but like most 
such venues there are other 
options.

There is a restaurant in 
the clubhouse and there, 
one can of course dine, but 
on Tuesday there is Sip and 
Paint and Wednesday is 
Music Bingo night.

Mondays, at 6:30 p.m. is 
trivia, and hostess Paula Ye 
was there to organize the fes-
tivities. The outfit she rep-
resents is Wise Guys Trivia. 
Contestants are organized in 
teams and the team names 
are given to the host or host-
ess. 

Team names usually have 
an aspect of humor. I have 
been part of a team of var-
ied membership for over a 
decade and a half, and the 
moniker is When is it appro-
priate to tell your dog he’s 
adopted? Your probably 
asking, why isn’t he embar-
rassed?

There were five rounds 
with five questions each. A 
sixth question each round 
was double down. Get it 
right,  score is doubled. 
Wrong? Zero. On Facebook 
was a gift question.

The final question is to 
wager what you want and 
live or die with it.

The first round was ath-
letes with weird names. 
Challenge was to guess 
their sport. Easy enough and 
everyone got it. Second was 
year of an event, a little hard-
er. Third, names that were 
two words both the same. 

Been around awhile as I 
remember BamBam from the 
Flintstones. 

Round four was kid stuff 
or things that appeal to chil-
dren. Surprisingly, we did 
not do horribly. The last 
round asked for the names 
of TV series based on a star. 
Despite rapid onset aging, we 
did okay.

So, it was time for Final 
Jeopardy. Uh, no that’s on 
a TV show. At Wise Guys 
Trivia it is the Do or Die 
Final Question. It was hard, 
but fortunately, realizing dis-
cretion is the better part of 
valor, we bet only a nomi-
nal amount. As you have to 
wager before the question, 

cowardice worked in our 
favor.

Until it didn’t. Someone 
else bet well and answered 
better and Dan and I had to 
settle for third place.

That was not to say there 
was no fun. The competition 
was lively, and Paula moved 
it along competently.

Even though we did not 
order a meal, the waitstaff 
was pleasant and attentive as 
we enjoyed some fries, IPAs 
and cider.

Dan would introduce me 
to Adam Kettles of Wishing 
Well Charities of Ware. 
Wishing Well  Chari t ies 
was founded by Chris and 
Belinda Midura.

Wishing Well grants wish-
es for those who need help in 
Ware and surrounding com-
munities. They will be hold-
ing their annual fundraiser on 
Nov. 1. Details will coming 
up on their Facebook page.

An observation on Trivia 
strategy. More teammates 
gives one an advantage. 
Being ancient, I’m your guy 

for the 50s and early 60s. 
After that, other generations 
help for cultural questions.

As a history nerd, I help 
there, but for more social 
stuff, someone else is needed.

So, remember that as you 
get ready for next Monday 
night at Hardwick Crossing. 

Trivia is not without meaning

Paula Ye was the Trivia 
hostess last Monday night 
a t  Hardwick  Cross ing 
Country Club.

Adam Kettles of Wishing 
Well Charities enjoyed 
Wise Guys Trivia.

Turley Photos by Richard Murphy
The lovely waitstaff at Hardwick Crossing Country Club. 
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

OPEN JULY 4TH 10AM-7PM
E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

1000’S OF APPLIANCE DEALS!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE AD INSIDE!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Your dream home is out there.
Summer is a Great Time to look for a 
New Home!  Step one, find an agent 

who listens to what you want.  
I would like to be that AGENT! 
Call or email me and let’s talk.

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

Nestled in the heart of West Brookfield, this 
captivating Cape-style residence on Foster 
Hill Road presents four bedrooms and two 
bathrooms across two floors. The kitchen 
is fully applianced, with a central island, 
and a corner table, adjacent to a stunning 
cathedral-ceilinged family room with views 
of the beautiful, level lot surrounded by fields. Situated on 1.39 acres, the 
property showcases a large patio area with a fire pit, perfect for outdoor 
entertaining. A warm and inviting fireplace in the living room provides a 
cozy retreat during the cold New England winters. This home is ready for 
new owners, come take a look, it will not last long!

NEW LISTING - $449,900
95 FOSTER HILL RD., WEST BROOKFIELD

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia – 
Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .....................................$110
July 26 ..........Perkins Cove for a Day ................................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum ...............$120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ..................................................$175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis .......from $1699

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland

Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!
6 Big Screen TVs To Watch!

Prime Rib & Prime Rib & 
Fresh SeafoodFresh Seafood
Best Pizza In Town!Best Pizza In Town!

508-886-4771
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS: 

WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM

Ladd’s
RESTAURANT & LOUNGERESTAURANT & LOUNGE

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE. 
Great Food, Great Drinks, 

Great Service & Great People!

Check Out Our Specials at 
www.laddsrestaurant.net

CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE CATERING & EVENT AVAILABLE 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!

WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM JUNE 30 - JULY 15

ASSE International Student 
E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m s ,  a 
non-profit public benefit orga-
nization, is currently seeking 
warm and welcoming host 
families to open their homes to 
international exchange students 
for the upcoming school year.

Hosting an exchange student 
is a life-changing experience 
for families that fosters cultural 
understanding, builds lifelong 
friendships, while enriching 

local communities. Students, 
aged 15-18 years, come from 
over 60 countries around the 
world, including France, Japan, 
Italy, Denmark, Australia, Spain 
and many more. The students 
are carefully selected based on 
their academic performance, 
English proficiency and person-
al character, and they are eager 
to become part of an American 
family, attend a local high 
school and share their own tra-

ditions.
During their stay, ASSE 

exchange students immerse 
themselves in American culture 
by living with and becoming 
part of a volunteer host fami-
ly while attending a local high 
school. This experience allows 
them to improve their English 
skills, form lifelong friendships 
and gain a deeper understand-
ing of American life and values. 

Exchange students bring 

energy, curiosity, and fresh per-
spectives to their host families 
and communities. They attend 
local schools, participate in 
activities, and become a real 
family member.

Host families provide a safe 
and supportive home, meals, 
and encouragement, while 
students come with their own 
spending money and health 
insurance, ensuring that host-
ing is a rewarding and enrich-

ing experience without financial 
burden. 

Anyone with a warm and 
welcoming home can host an 
exchange student. Host families 
come in many forms, includ-
ing married couples (with or 
without children), single par-
ents, young professionals, emp-
ty-nesters, same-sex couples 
and retirees.

ASSE also offers qualified 
American students the opportu-

nity to learn another language 
and culture by spending a 
school year, semester or a sum-
mer with a host family in anoth-
er country.

Families interested in hosting 
an exchange student or explor-
ing study abroad opportunities 
are encouraged to learn more 
and apply by visiting www.
host.asse.com, calling Lori 
Wichael at 800-677-2773 or 
emailing east@asse.com.

Foreign exchange students seek host families for 2025-2026


