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WARE - For the last 21
years, Janine’s Frostee, 149
East St., has been the home
of a popular annual car show.

This year’s show featured
over 50 vintage and modern
cars, raffle prizes, live music,
ice cream, food and fun.

Every year, Janine’s
Frostee selects a nonprof-
it organization to support
during the annual car show.
This year proceeds will go to
support the veteran founded
and focused nonprofit orga-
nization, Send Me Outdoors.

This nonprofit helps
active-duty service mem-
bers, veterans and their fam-

ilies rediscover what comes
next through outdoor activi-
ties, meaningful service and
authentic community. Send
Me Outdoors creates outdoor
experiences that foster cama-
raderie, restores strength, and
strengthen mental wellness
for active-duty service mem-
bers, veterans and their fam-
ilies.

Members of Send Me
Outdoors served as judges for
this year’s car show.

Co-owner of Janine’s
Frostee, Tim Dugas, greeted
guests and car owners during
the event and was excited to
see all who showed up for
this event.

“The community showed
up,” Dugas said.

The annual car show
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brings the community togeth-
er as folks merged their way
through the parking lot of
Janine’s Frostee to see some
unique cars and also support
a good cause.

When asked if he had a
favorite car, Dugas walked
over to a Dodge Challenger
Scat Pack 392 owned by Kim
Fish. The vehicle was patriot-
ic and custom made to honor
the veterans who served the
nation.

Fish has owned this
Dodge since 2018 and loves
the veterans who served and
gave the ultimate sacrifice.

Fish wanted to bring out
a meaningful message for

Please see CGAR SHOW,
page 6

Turley Photos

by Ryan Drago

The 21st Janine's
Frostee Annual
Car Show hap-
pened this past
Saturday with
over 50 cars
entered.

Eli is shown in the driver's seat of a 1973 Plymouth Fury
Sport Suburban.

Resident
offers
money
toward
pool

By Zacharias
Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WARE - The swim-
ming pool committee met
Monday to discuss the
future of the former Reed
Memorial Pool following
the failure of a town meet-
ing article that would have
funded a design concept
for a new pool.

At the July 20 meeting,
committee member Ken
Higney said he received an
offer from a citizen, whom
he did not reveal the name
of, of $40,000 to go toward
the design, but he wanted
the town to raise the rest of
the $10,000.

Committee members
thought that would likely
mean going back to town
meeting and asking for
funds.

William Imbier, anoth-
er member of the pool
committee said the town
already voted against
funding this pool twice,
and now this would be the
third time the town comes
back to the voters. He did
acknowledge that the ask
of the voters has gone
down each time.

Pool committee mem-
ber John Desmond said the
pool is good for the town,

Please see TOWN POOL,
page 2

Man found
deceased
after 11-day
search

Staff Report

WARREN - On July
19, Lieutenant Kyle
Sledziewski of the Warren
Fire Department announced
that public safety agencies
had located and recovered the
body of missing 91-year-old
Cutler Road resident, Elliott
Blackwell, who was pro-
nounced deceased.

Blackwell, who suffered
from dementia, was believed
to be walking in the woods
behind his house when he
was reported missing on July
8, but his direction of travel
was unknown.

Sledziewski stated that at
approximately 3:22 p.m. on
July 19, a K-9 Search and
Rescue team successfully
located Blackwell after an
extensive search effort.

Search and Rescue teams
had navigated terrain since
Blackwell was reported miss-

Please see MISSING

MAN, page 12
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Sweet Treats Bakery had an assortment of homemade
baked goods, including cookies, mini loaves, rice crispy
treats and brownies. See photos and coverage on page 5.

Planning Board hears Housing
Production Plan presentation

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN - The
Planning Board heard a
Housing Production Plan
grant presentation during its
July 20 meeting.

Giving the presenta-
tion was Emily Glaubitz of
the Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning
Commission. A Housing
Production Plan is funding
for municipalities to help
them create or update a strat-

egy for developing and pre-
serving affordable housing.

Glaubitz said this is a
five-year state approved
plan to help the town come
up with some strategies for
either creating more afford-
able housing or more diverse
housing options. The focus is
figuring out the town’s needs
when it comes to housing
production.

Glaubitz plans on making
regular updates during future
Planning Board meetings as
there is a step-by-step pro-
cess in executing this plan.

There will also be efforts to
gain community feedback,
including the distribution of
a survey.

CMRPC can gain feed-
back to get an idea of what
housing is like in town. Once
they review the feedback, the
plan would come up with
strategies and help the town
manage developments that
could be proposed.

The Planning Board
requested to see a draft of

Please see HOUSING
PLAN, page 3

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago @turley.com

WARREN -

Lions

Clubs, a part of District
33A, arrived at St. Stans
Polish Club in West Warren
over the weekend for a
Lions Service Carnival.

The service carnival
is known to be a member-
ship drive and information-
al fair that highlights what
the Lions are all about.
The event is funded by

Massachusetts Lions, which
has five different districts in
the state with five different
appointed governors.

Arriving in Warren
was former Lions District
Governor of District 33A,
Curt Jameson and members
of the Ware Lions Club.
Jameson currently serves
as Global Service Team
Chairman and has been a
Lion for 20 years.

While serving as District
Governor, Jameson said
District 33A consists of

Lions Service Carnival held at St. Stans

Lions Clubs in central
Massachusetts. There is a
total of 45 Lions clubs in
the district and Jameson
said, “we have so much to
offer.”

The purpose of hosting
a service carnival was to
promote the opportunity to
establish a Lions Club in the
town of Warren. The town
had a Lions Club years ago,
and there hasn’t been one in
quite some time.

Please see LIONS, page 11

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Left to right stands Paulo of Brazil, George of Hungary,
Jonah of France and Mia of Bulgaria of the Lions
International Youth Camp & Exchange program.
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Town prepares for fireworks

Staff Report

WARE - In late January
of this year, the town’s
Fireworks Committee was
given the go ahead to start
planning the upcoming annu-
al fireworks show.

“The fireworks dis-
play was set to anchor the
weeklong festivities that
were planned to celebrate
our nation’s 250th anniver-
sary,” said Nicole Croteau,
Fireworks Committee mem-
ber. “We had created a solid
fireworks program founda-
tion over the past two years
but the committee members
wanted to keep growing the
event.”

“This is a once in a life-
time celebration,” said Dustin
Pennington, committee mem-
ber. “The 250th anniversary
committee had put together
a wonderful week of cele-
bratory activities. It was our
mission to end the anniversa-
ry week with an unforgetta-
ble evening.”

“The celebrations in 1976
and 2026 have been very
similar. Both are memorable
in a grand national scale, fire-
works, tall ships, and coun-
try pride. but it is the local
events, parades, barbecues
and musters that make each
50-year celebration special”
said Stuart Beckley, Town
Manager.

“This year’s fireworks
show will have more shells
and more pop. It includes
a new section specifically
designed by Pyrotec to cel-
ebrate the country’s 250th
anniversary,” said Beckley.

Over the past six months,
many hours have been spent
planning, fundraising and
promoting the upcoming

Visit us at

WWW.

turley

.C0Mm

event.

“This committee is
grateful for the support
and engagement of the
Ware Public School staff
and leadership for hosting
the day and evening,” said
Pennington. “We are work-
ing seamlessly with the Ware
Police and Fire departments
and as a result, this event will
surpass even our expecta-
tions.”

“We had anticipat-
ed price increases for this
year’s event. Many local
organizations and business-
es have contributed towards
the funding of the event and
we are ready to go,” said
Pennington.

The Ware Business
& Civic Association and
Beyond held a fundraiser last
May at Hanna’s on Main.

The theme of the event
was an 80s character night.
All tips that were given to
servers and bartenders were
in turn donated to the fire-
works event.

“I can speak for all of us
on the committee that this
event has been a lot of work
but when you can have fam-
ilies attend, enjoy and partic-
ipate, it makes it all worth-
while,” said Croteau. “We

Turley Staff Photo
Fireworks Committee members Dustin Pennington, Stuart
Beckley and Nicole Croteau performed a walkthrough of
the fireworks event site at the Ware Public Schools campus.

are all proud of the event and
what it means to the residents
of Ware and the surrounding
communities.”

The fireworks display
begins at 9 p.m. Prior to the
display, there will be fami-
ly based activities including
bounce houses, jousting,
dunk tank, climbing wall,
face painting and tempo-
rary tattoos, all happening
between 5-8 p.m.

Food trucks will be on site
from 5-9 p.m.

Music will be played
by Tori Jock and her band,
Damage Control between 5-6
p.m., followed by Charlie
Lask and Forever Diamond
performing between 7-8:30
p-m. Donna Lee Honeywell
will be performing the
National Anthem at 8:45 p.m.

The Fireworks Committee
does ask all attendees to
please follow school depart-
ment rules which include no
smoking or vaping, no alco-
holic beverages, no chairs on
the football field and please
be considerate and do not lit-
ter.

Any questions, please
contact committee members
Dan Flynn at 413-297-5886
or Dustin Pennington at 413-
813-7328.

Topics

Shifting Gears
e Rules of the road, safe driving tips, license
renewals, preparing for driving retirement
The Driving Decision
e Age concerns, MA license policies, ID cards,
license surrender

Disability Placards and Plates
» How to obtain and relevant info

Meeting Info

July 29th

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Each week the Ware
River News digs into
its submitted photo
archives and selects
a people photo to
publish. We need your
help to help identify
those pictured.

File Photo

Last week’s photo from
2022 showed Gavin
Waugh and Rebecca
Peterson playing lawn
games during a concert
at Dean Park in Warren.

Ware Senior Center NEW'S w

WARE - The Ware
Senior Center, 413-967-
9645, located at 1 Robbins
Road, is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to the
store are only accepted by
Sue LaBarge, who can be
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, July 27
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
5-8 p.m. Ware 250th
Family Game Night

Tuesday, July 28

* 9 a.m. Exercise Class at
Valley View Housing

* 10 a.m. Council on Aging
meeting. Open to the
public.

* 10 a.m. Scat

e 11:30 am. Lunch

¢ 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-
Laugh

* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.

Barre Senior Center

10:30am

$3 per class.
* 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open
at5 p.m.)

Wednesday, July 29
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lori

Thursday, July 30
* 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley
View Housing
* 9 a.m. Walking Club
(weather permitting)
* 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing
for Beginners
10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Art Class
12:30 p.m. Movie Matinee
“The Starling” with
Melissa McCarthy, Kevin
Kline and Chris O’Dowd

Friday, July 31
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with

Lori
* 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open
at5 p.m.)

LUNCHES
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless
otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, July 27
Brunch, French Toast,
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon,
Hash, Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, July 28
Grilled Ham and Cheese
with Lettuce and Tomato,
Onion Rings, Macaroni
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, July 29
Chicken Pot Pie, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, July 30
Meat Lasagna, Tossed
Salad, Dessert of the Day
Friday, July 31
Fish Sandwich with
Lettuce and Tomato, French
Fries, Dessert of the Day

TOWN POOL

from page 1

and that getting the Finance
Committee on board could be
helpful.

“This is the stuff you need
to make sure people want to
move into this town,” he said,
citing the fact that younger
people are wanting to leave
the town.

Another pool commit-
tee member, Nancy Talbot,
said it could be possible to
approach fundraising the
$10,000 from the angle of
somebody who used to use
the pool and give them a
chance to give back to the
town.

Town Manager Stuart
Beckley noted there are
donation accounts, but there

is the possibility that some-
body giving the $40,000 may
be looking for a tax break.

The committee also noted
that even if they do raise
money for a plan, they would
still need a grant to start
building it, which Beckley
said “disappeared” the last
time the town tried.

There was also a brief dis-
cussion on the demolition of
the pool, which is set to be
done by the Department of
Public Works, but Beckley
said they do not believe they
can do everything. He said
the town is in contact with
ReSource Waste Services of
Ware to discuss them taking
certain materials.

The pool committee will
meet next on August 10.

Tanya

773.301.8156

Nikolic

Professional Photographer

Product | Commercial | Real Estate/Drone Photography

tanyanikolic.photo@gmail.com
www.tanyanikolic.com

e Bobcat Work

e | ot Clearing

e Emergency Services
e Firewood $285/cord

McNeely Tree Service
Insured ¢ References
e Hazardous Tree Removal

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
¢ 100% Workers Compensation ¢ 60 Ton Crane

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693
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WARE - On Sunday,
July 26 at 1 p.m. in the
Ware Town Hall, the Ware
Historical Commission will
be opening the 1961 time
capsule that was removed
from the cornerstone of the
Mary Lane Hospital/ Gilbert
Building before its demoli-
tion.

This will happen during
the town’s 250th Historical
Day. All are welcome to
join the commission for this
event.

Mary Lane Hospital time capsule opening Sunda
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Submitted Photos

The Ware Historical Commission will open a time capsule from 1961 that was removed
from the cornerstone of the Mary Lane Hospital/Gilbert Building prior to its demolition.

HOUSING PLAN

from page 1

the survey before it gets
approved for being sent out
for public view.

Glaubitz asked the board if
the town has any affordability
concerns.

Planning Board Vice-
Chair Richard Eichacker said
they’re currently working
on a zoning bylaw rewrite,
which includes housing.
While coming up with a plan,
Glaubitz wanted to know if
they can identify any con-
straints for housing.

Eichacker asked if there
were grants available once
the plan was completed.
Glaubitz said having the
plan is beneficial in pursuing
grants.

The Planning Board will
meet again and talk about
the Housing Production
Plan sometime at the end of
August during a regular meet-
ing.

Potential site plan review

The Planning Board
had an informal discussion
regarding a potential site
plan review for a property on
Brimfield Road.

In attendance for this dis-
cussion were Civil Engineer
Eric Morse, Chris Predella
and Jim Fountain.

Morse spoke and present-
ed some preliminary plans for
this potential site plan review
project for a new building,
which is a 70 foot by 140 foot
building, with plans intended
to be 100 feet away from any
nearby wetlands. There will
also be a shed on site.

Morse said this building
would be visible from the

viewpoint of the road.

According to Morse, this
is a basic contractor yard
and the applicants wanted to
“present this project and get
an understanding of permit-
ting.”

The Planning Board said
site plan approval would be
required. Before that, the
Board would like to get a
zoning determination just to
make sure what all the per-
mitting requirements are for
this building project.

“On the list, whatever
applies to your project, we
want to see,” Eichacker said.

One suggestion by the
board was to include sections
to show the slope.

The board asked about
what the road would be like
on the site. Morse said on the
plans the road is shown as
being paved, and the appli-
cant wants to make the road
impervious. The applicant
would like to have the road
paved if possible.

The plans have no specif-
ics for parking, but the appli-
cant intends to demonstrate
adequate parking as well as
making spaces for business
vehicles and equipment.

The Planning Board asked
what the purpose of the build-
ing was, and Morse talked
about one area being an office
space, another for four garage
bays and a wash bay.

The next step for the
applicants is to fill in the
determination. From what the
Planning Board has heard,
this project requires a site
plan review and special per-
mit.

Administrative Assistant
Laura Sherris said this paper-
work has to be completed and

authorized by the property
owner.

There is a two-week mini-
mum waiting period, so these
applications are advertised,
and there also has to be a list
of abutters to be notified. The
board plans to meet again
with the applicants sometime
in a month to continue dis-
cussion of this project.

Public hearing

The board held a public
hearing for the special permit
application of Jack Fowler III
of 661 Main St. in Warren.
Fowler is requesting a spe-
cial permit to operate a home-
based meadery business in
the Village District.

Fowler introduced him-
self and talked about how
he wanted to operate a small
business where he produces
mead, an alcoholic beverage
made by fermenting honey
and water. Fowler said this is
something he enjoys doing
and will be offering a retail
business where folks can
come to his house to purchase
his product.

The board members asked
if the applicant had enough
space for parking if he is
opening a retail establishment
at his home. Fowler says he
has enough parking space for
about 15 vehicles.

As far as production,
Fowler estimates he will
make less than 5,000 gallons
of mead a year. Fowler also
stated that this is not going to
be a bar operation.

The applicant has
reviewed the zoning determi-
nation as the Planning Board
listed some of the concerns
that were highlighted by
the inspector. The concerns

include odor, and the use of
carbon dioxide for fermen-
tation.

Fowler said his fermenta-
tion is natural with yeast as a
key ingredient.

‘When asked about ventila-
tion, Fowler also has a natural
air flow in the room where he
operates for mead production.
The mead can be sensed as
its developing and there is a
yeast smell after its finished,
which Fowler explained.

One of Fowler’s neigh-
bors came to speak during the
public hearing in support of
Fowler.

The Planning Board asked
Fowler if he had a chance to
talk with Town Administrator
James Ferrera. One of the
Town Administrator’s recom-
mendations was to have the
project run by legal counsel
in case it potentially violates
any bylaws.

If the business does vio-
late the bylaws, then there
would have to be a variance
for Fowler to move forward.

The Planning Board voted
to reschedule the public hear-
ing to Aug. 24.

Extension request

The Planning Board
received a letter from Copart
of Connecticut who request-
ed an extension request for a
special permit. The Planning
Board voted to give Copart of
Connecticut a one-year exten-
sion.

The next anticipated meet-
ing for the Planning Board
is Aug. 12 at 7 p.m., and is
a joint meeting with the
Conservation Commission.

Shed,, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

Anthun “Skip” Gervais

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

(774)397-6500

Lot 2 Briar Cr. Ware
UPSCALE ESTABLISHED
SUBDIVISION
Cul de sac
Mother in law /

ADU possibilities
Walking distance to schools
Town water and sewer
Underground electric
By owner $94,995
413-813-1104

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

STIHL ®Husqvarna
PARK SAW SHO

LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST * SAFETY

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon
Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

O,

nk ) L]
b

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

|

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with

boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Saturday, July 25th

7pm-11pm

Caboodle

CDA approves
facade grants

By Zacharias
Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WARE - The
Community Development
Authority met Monday to
start granting funds to busi-
nesses in town that submit-
ted applications for facade
grants from the American
Rescue Plan Act money.

The CDA had $20,756
available to grant, but at
their meeting last month,
they capped the appli-
cations at five for $5,000
each. The authority is plan-
ning on finding funds to
accept another application.

The CDA looked at
applications at the July
20 meeting, including
the Weir River Brickmill,
D&D Fitness Factory,
The Wellness Collective,
TCF Enterprises and the
Millyard Academy.

The board accepted three

applications at this meet-
ing, including The Wellness
Collective, Hanna’s on
Main and Otto Florists.
The Wellness Collective
received a grant to install a
4 foot by 4 foot aluminum
sign decorated with 22 karat
gold leaf designs, and nine
2.5 inch by 40 inch tenant
panels plus labor.

TCF Enterprises own
the building where S.O.N.G
(Supporting Orphans
Nationally and Globally)
and Otto Florists are locat-
ed, and they were each
approved for the maximum
$5,000.

According to their
applications, they are both
using DES Woodworking
out of Wilbraham, and will
be removing trim, ply-
wood and moldings from
the existing facade panels,
repairing and reframing

Please see GRANTS,
page 12

Historical Commission hosts
250th Birthday Cake Picnic

WARE - The Ware
Historic Commission invites
residents and visitors to join
them for America’s 250th
Birthday Cake Picnic on
Sunday, July 26, from 11
a.m. -2 p.m. in the Great
Hall at Ware Town Hall.

As part of Ware’s
Historical Day cele-
brations commemorat-
ing the 250th anniversa-
ry of the Declaration of
Independence, the commis-
sion is inviting the commu-
nity to help throw America a
birthday party — by bringing
a cake.

Participation is simple.
Bring a cake, receive a cake
number, display your cre-
ation, sample cakes brought
by fellow participants, and
vote for your favorites.

At the end of the event,
prizes will be award-
ed for Tastiest Cake,
Prettiest Cake and the cake
that best represents the
theme of the U.S.’s 250th
Anniversary/1776 History.

This isn’t a profession-
al baking competition, and
you don’t need to be an
expert baker to participate.
Whether your cake is simple
or elaborate, traditional or
imaginative, the commission

would love to see what you
create.

This is a celebration of
America’s 250th birthday, so
have fun with it.

The Cake Picnic is just
one part of a fun-filled after-
noon at Ware Town Hall.
Throughout Historical Day,
visitors will be able to enjoy
historical displays, presen-
tations, tours, exhibits and
other family-friendly activ-
ities celebrating Ware’s his-
tory and America’s 250th
anniversary.

Participants bringing
cakes are encouraged to
arrive as close to 11 a.m. as
possible so that all cakes can
be displayed and included
in the voting throughout the
event.

Voting will remain open
during the afternoon, with
winners announced at 2 p.m.

Whether you’re bringing
a cake, sampling the cre-
ations of others, exploring
the exhibits, or simply join-
ing the festivities, the com-
mission hopes you’ll come
celebrate with them.

Join the commission
on July 26 as Ware comes
together to celebrate our
nation’s birthday — one slice
at a time.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

Upcoming

Saturday, September 12th
7pm-11pm

Pure Country

EVERY FRIDAY

Karaoke

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Wise Guys

MUSICAL BINGO

7:30-9pm

EVERY SUNDAY

DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW

5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

My spouse is 63 and 1
am 65.

I am planning to take
my Social Security ben-
efits at age 70. Can my
lower earning spouse
take his own benefits
now, and then -when I
take my full benefits at
age 70, can he then file
for 50% of mine instead
of the lower benefit he
is getting because he
claimed at age 63?

Signed: Higher
Earning Spouse

Dear Higher Earning
Spouse:

Yes, your lower-earn-
ing spouse can take his
benefits based on his per-
sonal lifetime earnings
record at any time (i.e.,
age 63) and, when you
later claim your own SS
at 70, your spouse will
be evaluated to determine
whether he is eligible for
a “spousal boost” based
on your Social Security
record.

But to be sure you are
clear, if you claim at age
70, your spouse will not
get 50% of your age 70
benefit amount.

Spousal benefits are
always determined by
comparing each part-
ners’ Full Retirement
Age entitlement and, if
your spouse’s FRA enti-
tlement is less than half
of your FRA entitlement,
your spouse will get a
“spousal boost” to bring
his monthly SS retire-
ment payment up to what
he is entitled to as your
spouse.

The amount of the
“spousal boost” would
be the difference between
his FRA entitlement and
50% of your FRA enti-
tlement, which would
be added to his own
(age 63) SS retirement
amount.

And that means that
his total benefit amount
would be less than half of
your age 70 amount (less
also than 50% of your
FRA amount, because he
claimed at age 63).

One caution for your
spouse to be aware of:
if he is still working
and claims at age 63,
he will be subject to
Social Security’s Annual

Can my spouse file at 63
and then get half of mine
when | later claim?

Earnings Test, which
limits how much he can
earn before SS takes
away some benefits.

The earnings limit for
2026 is $24,480 (chang-
es annually) and if that
is exceeded, SS will
take back $1 of benefits
for every $2 he is over
the limit. FYI, Social
Security will “take back”
by withholding future
benefit payments, so he
will not get his benefits
for some months if he
exceeds the annual earn-
ings limit.

And if the annual
earnings limit is signifi-
cantly exceeded, your
spouse could even be
temporarily ineligible to
receive SS benefits (until
he either earns less or
reaches his full retire-
ment age, the earnings
limit goes away when
FRA is reached.

The only way your
spouse can avoid both a
reduced personal bene-
fit and the annual earn-
ings test limitation is to
wait until his own Full
Retirement Age to claim
Social Security.

However, if he’s not
working full time and
needs the Social Security
money sooner, then
claiming at age 63 may
be a good choice. In any
case, he won’t get half of
your age 70 amount.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and
accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

What is the AQI

and why should

you care?

July 2025 made history
as one of the Earth’s five
hottest months on record.

This July? More of the same.
The stubborn “heat dome”

. your
healtn

that blanketed a good chunk
of the U.S. in June held on to
make July 4th miserable for
a lot of people. Dealing with
the heat is tough enough,
especially for children and
those over 65, but with the
heat come warnings about
the AQI, or air quality index.

The AQI was implement-
ed in 1968 by the then-Na-
tional Air Pollution Control
Administration, whose

Washing the elephant

The name Paul Rogers
may ring a bell with
some of my read-
ers. Paul was a dear friend
of mine, a mentor and
acclaimed horticul-
turist who had amaz-

ing influence at Old
Sturbridge Village,
especially early on in

my tenure.

He operated
Stonehedge Gardens
with his wife Barb in
Charlton and for many
decades wrote a regu-
lar column for the Worcester
Telegram and Gazette. Paul
also had a radio show, a
weekly gardening Q&A on
WTAG.

It was with his coaxing
that I applied for and got this
gig as the Garden Lady for
Turley Publications over 20
years ago. He was very well
known throughout Central
Massachusetts, the Boston
area and beyond.

Once I was in Bath,
Maine, and to my disbelief
someone mentioned that
they knew Paul Rogers when
I was shopping in a kitchen
store of all places. But alas,
I digress.

Paul and I would meet
every other week at the
Village unless he was trav-
eling on some horticultural
odyssey. Many times he and
I would chat before we took
our walks around campus to
assess my beds.

I learned all about his trips
in great detail and he got to
know me pretty well, too.
He always knew when I was
“down in the dumps.”

During those periods, Paul
would say, “you’ve got to
wash the elephant.”

At first this made lit-
tle sense to me, but after a
bit I understood. When you
are not feeling like yourself,
you have to tackle a project,
a big, elephant-like project,
and afterwards you will feel
better.

Of course, his projects

were, and mine are, typically
garden related.

So this weekend I tackled
the iris and rose bed. Or shall

e

I say the iris, rose and violet
bed?

The violets were un-wel-
comed guests in the garden,
as were the borers, but we
will get to that in a minute.

You see, I inherited this
beautiful patch of blue-pur-
ple bearded irises when we
moved to this house. For
years it bloomed effortless-
ly. I divided it once a few
years back and it was nice for
awhile.

But this year blooms
were sparse and rose suckers
began to show up everywhere
within the garden. Violet foli-
age crowded out the vertical
spear-shaped iris leaves.

How was I to tame this
mess and do it in the most
efficient way possible? My
approach may seem uncon-
ventional, but if I didn’t do
it this way I might still be
outside squatting in that very
garden.

I took out the lawn mower
and adjusted the height to
the tallest I could, six inch-
es. Then I mowed down the
garden.

After that I got into the
bed with a hand trowel and
one scoop at a time, dug up
the bed. It was easier than
I thought, because the iris-
es were in worse shape than
I thought. They came up so
easily because they were
weakened by a bad iris borer
infestation.

I had never seen anything
like it. As I unearthed the

S
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rhizomes I smelled the rot
before I found my first borer.
To say it was gross was an
understatement.

Each rhizome was
lifted, inspected and
cut back to healthy
tissue. Two inch long
borers were collected
in a yogurt contain-
er for the chickens.
They ranged in color
from light pink to deep
mahogany.

To think that I've
been gardening for so
long and had never seen one
before! The violet rhizomes
were also dug up and dis-
carded, as were the unwanted
rose runners and suckers.

Thinning out the apothe-
cary rose will certainly help
to dissuade powdery mildew
from taking hold next year.
This year it’s pretty bad.

Meanwhile, the irises
were moved to a holding bed,
also known as the vegetable
garden, while I solarize the
area they came from to kill
off any violet seeds. I hope.
They are notorious at self
seeding.

I realize I took this project
on a bit later in the season
than I should have; my irises
may not bloom next year, but
it was then or never.

So now you have my
“washing the elephant” story.
And you know a little more
about an amazing man who
I miss so much and think of
often, especially when I am
in the garden.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

WARE RIVER NEWS

We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR
Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Dan Flynn
dffynn@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
sports@turiey.com

The Ware River News (USPS 666100) is
published every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,

Fax (413) 289-1977.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.

WEB
warerivernews.
turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

)
\ ]

©
{at

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

WATCH THE
ROMAINE..

.(gm’ow.

RANTESTINAL BUG ./ /

f

OFAVEGRANLUND.COM

\ = E
Y @l RS

OPINION
POLICY

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length, and
“Your Turn" guest column between
500-800 words. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person
submitting the opinion also include
his or her town of residence and
home telephone number. We must
authenticate authorship prior to
publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks,
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News
Letter to the Editor
24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069
or via email to:
pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions
is Monday at noon.

responsibilities are now
under the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). It
tracks five major pollutants:
ground-level ozone, partic-
ulate matter, carbon monox-
ide, sulfur dioxide and nitro-
gen dioxide.

In short, it tell us how safe
our air is to breathe. And it’s
an important number to know
in your locality. Fortunately,
you can look up real-time
AQI information for over 500
U.S. cities on airnow.gov, a
partnership among the EPA,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Association, the
National Park Service, the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, NASA and
others.

You can also find world-
wide data on AQI.in, an
open-source AQI tracker
developed by a New Delhi-
based entrepreneur.

So, it’s easy to find the
information. The question
becomes how you can use it
to protect yourself and loved

ones from pollution.

First, let’s break down the
five pollutants and why they
can be dangerous, especial-
ly to those with pre-existing
health conditions, such as
asthma, COPD, bronchitis
and heart disease.

Ground-level ozone: The
ozone layer up in the atmo-
sphere protects us from most
of the sun’s radiation. On
Earth, though, it’s damag-
ing to our lungs. As ozone
concentrates and mixes with
other pollutants, it becomes
known as smog. It is current-
ly one of the least well-con-
trolled pollutants in the U.S.
— and also one of the most
dangerous, according to the
American Lung Association.

Particulate matter:
Known as PM, this pollutant
refers to microscopic solid
or liquid particles suspended
in the air, which can include
dust, soot and smoke — a par-
ticular concern during wild-
fire season. These particles
can penetrate deep into the

lungs and even enter the
bloodstream, leading to vari-
ous health issues.

Carbon monoxide:
Known as CO, it is a color-
less, odorless and tasteless
toxic gas produced by incom-
plete combustion of car-
bon-based fuels such as gas-
oline and coal. It’s extremely
dangerous because it binds
to hemoglobin more readi-
ly than oxygen, potentially
bringing on oxygen depriva-
tion, which can be fatal. It’s
especially dangerous to those
with heart conditions.

Sulfur dioxide and nitro-
gen dioxide: These pollut-
ants come primarily from the
burning of fossil fuels, par-
ticularly in vehicles, power
plants and industrial facili-
ties. They pose serious health
risks, including respiratory
problems, and contribute to
environmental issues like
acid rain.

All of these are factored

Please see HEALTH, page 13

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted statements
of candidacy only four weeks
or more out from the election.
All candidates running in both
contested and uncontested races
are asked to submit their state-
ments to the editor to include
only biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limited to
between 300-500 words max-
imum. Please include a photo.
We will not publish any state-
ments of candidacy inside the
four weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other cam-
paign publicity during the race,
please contact our advertising
representatives. We also do not
allow personal attacks against
other candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candidacy,
nor do we publish for free any
information about key endorse-
ments or political fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from sup-
porters endorsing specific can-
didates or discussing campaign
issues are limited to three total
per author during the election
season. No election letters will
appear in the final edition before
the election. We reserve the right
to edit all statements of candi-
dacy and letters to the editor to
meet our guidelines.

Note: Statements or
allegations made during
the public comment peri-
ods of municipal meetings
are those of individuals
and do not reflect the offi-
cial views or positions of
the public body, munic-
ipality, or this newspaper.
Comments that are made
are not checked for accu-
racy.
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Kate Morreale bought fresh-picked blueberries from
Elizabeth Cyran at the Hardwick Farmers Market. The mar-

ket is held on the common every Sunday from 11 a.m.-2
p.m., through October.

Flowers were also in bloom at the Hardwick Farmers
Market.

Blueberries are in season and were featured in many
baked goods at the market.

Family fun at St. Aloysius
Parish BBQ on Aug. 2

HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Parish invites fam-
ilies from across the area to
its Summer BBQ on Sunday,
Aug. 2 with dinner served
noon-1 p.m. at the South
Barre Rod and Gun Club,
2626 Barre Road.

The afternoon is planned
with every age in mind, from
grandparents to grandchil-
dren.

The meal is a half chick-
en dinner served with baked
potato, corn on the cob, salad
and watermelon. Children and
adults alike can join in the
games, and raffles and prizes
will run throughout the after-
noon.

Tickets are $20 each and
are available by calling the

rectory at 413-477-6493. This
is a fundraiser to benefit the
Parish Renovation Funds.

All are welcome to join in
the fun.

About St. Aloysius Parish
St. Aloysius Parish serves
the villages of Gilbertville
and Wheelwright, from
two worship sites, St.
Aloysius Church (64 Church
St., Gilbertville) and St.
Augustine Mission (98
Church Lane, Wheelwright).
A parish of the Diocese of
Worcester, it is home to St.
Aloysius Catholic School and
is served in collaboration with
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in
South Barre. Learn more at
staloysiusstaugustine.com.
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Julie Filgate and Eric Chaves of Jules Crafts Studio offered
handmade polymer clay magnets, key chains, earrings and
worry stones, as well as Pokémon card magnets.

Turley Photos by Camren Robertson
Patty Upshaw and Grace Upshaw held up a crocheted

miniature stuffed whale.

e
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Maplewood Farm

offered fresh produce
at Sunday’s market. o

offers farm-to-
table shopping

HARDWICK - The
Hardwick Farmers
Market season is in '
full swing on the com- !
mon every Sunday from |
11 a.m.-2 p.m., now
through October.

Each week, local
vendors offer a wide
selection of fresh fruits,
vegetables, eggs, home-
baked goods, handmade
crafts, artwork, jewelry
and much more. There is
also a knitting circle and
live music.

The Hardwick
Farmers Market is held
rain or shine.

For more infor-
mation or to see fea-
tured vendors, follow
the Hardwick Farmers
Market on Facebook.

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH

Maplewood Farm had a variety of fresh fruits, vegeta-
bles and herbs on their market truck.

JELA

PORK SPARE RIBS rwin pak ...
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Farm to Table Gourmet

i#leland mushrooms on I
Email. la d CHEs T
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::' Matthew Smith of Leland Mushrooms offered gour- *
& met mushrooms.

INSET: Leland Mushrooms had a variety of farm-to-

table gourmet mushrooms for market shoppers.

A

Local maple syrup and straw-
berry jams were offered by
Valcourt Sugar Shack.
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PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS 10z BAG$1 o

<
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USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN .....

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN

$199 WHOLE CHICKEN ..o B D

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS........... S22 99

AT R sk aticss ~\, POWDER OR CIANMON w3199
USDA INSP. !
DOMESTIC HAM .............,,,,"“"§3gg WHOLE USDA INSP. CHICKEN OF THE SEA

oI SQBB i

FREE USDA INSP. BROTHER’S BAKERY
USDA INSP.

MINI DONUTS

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

SWISS CHEESE......oon 224

e SAGE .. ST

SHRIMP SCAMP!
BARLIC & BUTTER 167, > 220

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

34%9

arourd tresoa™. COOKED SHRIMP 3499
77 80% LEAN 51/60 CT1 LB. BAG sssssssssnsnnnnnnnnnsnnnnin Ib
LTI AV (F 90 Meat Outlet® gosAp‘:i‘:“g;fé:(f"

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED 33 69 Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6  Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com
CHICKEN THIGHS LT L LTI T b geléEsle;llEzs.gIZG BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION  SERVICE ml{g Zi]sﬁrgsatggﬂ’;iht

413-737-1288
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A 1977
Ford F150
Custom owned
by Jerry Winchell
of New Braintree.

This Dodge was branded as a way to honor
all the veterans who have served.

.
T et

Sy i CAR SHOW from page 1

Janine's Frostee owners Cindy and Tim Dugas helped out all those who served. His

during the award presentations during the annual car father, Richard Chenovert,
show. is a Vietnam War Veteran

and he wanted to honor
him and then took
the idea to design a
theme to honor the
veterans of all mili-
tary branches. That
theme was applied to
the Dodge Challenger.
“A thank you to
everybody,” Fish said.
The front of the . :
car featured the mes- =Y _ »
sage, “Honoring All Who -
Served”, and the back fea- A plue 2019 Dodge Challenger had a message reading,
tured the seals of all the mili- “Turning Men to Stone since 700 BC.
tary branches.

Downer grew up with a
Plymouth Fury IIT and hav-
ing this Plymouth reminds
him of that memory.

Plymouth stopped
being manufactured in
the early 2000s, therefore
this Plymouth Fury Sport
Suburban has now become a
rare vehicle.

Trucks were also parked
at Janine’s Frostee, including
a 1977 Ford F150 Custom.
The truck is owned by Jerry
Winchell of New Braintree,
who has owned the truck for
the last three years.

As a child, Winchell grew
up with the dentside trucks,
with one being owned by

A 1973 Plymouth Barracuda could be seen during the car
show.

Every car has a story, and
the owners love to share their
stories behind the cars.

One unique car in this
year’s show was a 2000
Toyota WiLL Vi with Louis
Vuitton branding. Jamal, who
owns the car, said he had
the car imported about eight
months ago and had a lot of
work done including a full
color change.

One of the rarest vehi-
cles in the parking lot was a
1973 Plymouth Fury Sport
Suburban. Entering the car
was owner Rick Downer of

his father. Winchell says his
orange F150 is still drives
well on the road.

The Willies returned to
the stage for a live music
performance during the car
show and Fieldcrest Brewing
served some of their local
craft beer.

Cindy and Tim Dugas
came up to help present the
awards to the winners of this
year’s car show. Some of the
cars were judged for being
best in the decade.

The annual car show is
a community loved event
that staff at Janine’s Frostee

Pittsfield, who purchased the proudly puts on every year.

A Dodge SRT was parked in front of Janine's Frostee in  Car last September.
Ware.

A 1973 Plymouth Fury Sport Suburban is owned by Rick
Downer of Pittsfield.

Suggested School
Supply Donations:

Box of Colored Pencils

Plastic Pencil Box (Unlabeled)
Erasers (Not Pencil Top)

Thin Set of Crayola Markers

Drop Off

Thick Set of Crayola Markers Locations:

Scotch Tape WARE

Pack of Post-It Notes Cedarbrook Village

Box of 24 Crayons (No Larger) Cluetts Appliance Center

Colored Pencils Dhillon C'entistry

Children’s Scissors Haklm’Medlcal_Center
Hanna’s on Main

Elmer’s; Glue Sticks
Expo Markers
Single Subject Notebooks (Any Color)

Monson Savings Bank
Moulton Insurance
Ware Town Hall

PO OPIP PP PP PP PP PP

Erasers (Pencil Top Style) Westfield Bank

Lots Pf Pencils (Ideally Ticonderoga) PALMER

Pencil Case/Box/Bag Palmer Town Hall

Cm/Inch Ruler Phriends Coffee shop

Hand-Held Pencil Sharpener Mustang Seats

] Palmer Senior Center

Items For Sharing J. Stolar Insurance Agency

3 . Just A Little Craft Store
With The Class: Nicks Sports Shop
. Lysol/Clorox Wipes Palmer Library TR
2 ;'Ss:‘:f " MONSON

and sanitizer Monson Savings Bank

“\. Expo Markers The Better Bean =
. Paper Towels TJ’s Tavern

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Jamal is shown alongside his 2000 Toyota WIilLL Vi with
Louis Vuitton branding.

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT:

¢ DIANE VADNAIS413-233-8113

| dianevadnaisrealtor @ gmail.com
A =) ¢ KAREN DAVIS
“ S admin@monsontogether.com

¢ DAN FLYNN413-297-5886
dflynn @turley.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Ware artist’s car paintings
featured at Rapscallion Pub

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

STURBRIDGE - Last
week, Ware artist John
Collins was honored at
a reception for the open-
ing of his art exhibition at
Rapscallion Pub, 3 Arnold
Road.

The exhibition primarily
features prints and originals
of his oil paintings of cars,
but also a couple that high-
light his talent for capturing
special moments, including
a large portrait of his dog,
Dasher, coming out of a lake
after a swim.

Collins is still “new”
to the world of art, having
started his creative career a
few years ago following his
retirement as an architect.
Already, he has been recog-
nized for his talent in both oil
painting and sculpting.

Growing up, Collins
developed his love of art
through his mother, who was
a talented painter and sculp-
tor as well. He said she start-
ed with watercolors, and then
explored oil painting and
working with a palette knife.

“I learned by being
around her,” he said.

Collins said his mother
enjoyed painting on location
plein air style, and that she
created a vast collection of
artwork over the decades.

“They tell a story about
her life,” he said of her paint-
ings.

Collins has honed his
craft with the guidance of
his mentor, Roc Goudreau,
one of the founding mem-
bers of Workshop13 in Ware
and he has also taken virtu-
al classes with painter Victor
Wang. Both of these teach-
ers have taught him different
techniques with oil painting,
which Collins has put to use
to create stunning portraits of
the things that inspire him.

These subjects are primar-
ily people, pets and prized
possessions.

For many people, their
prized possession is their car,
which is the primary focus

John Collins creates portraits of cars, as well as people

and animals.

Many of John Collins' paintings are commissioned by car
owners.

of Collins’ exhibition at
Rapscallion Pub this month.
A car enthusiast and Porsche
owner, Collins is frequent-
ly commissioned to capture
someone’s favorite set of
wheels and preserve its mem-
ory.

One of his paintings fea-
tures both his and his broth-
er’s cars, and he has been
asked to create a similar one
of a father and son. For many
car enthusiasts, the love of
horsepower started with their
father.

“My dad got me into
cars,’ Collins said.

Keeping with the car
theme, Collins has produced
five oil paintings of famous
movie cars, which he will

give away through a free
drawing at the end of the
exhibition for anyone who
can correctly identify all of
the movies.

If you can name all five
movies, your name will be
entered into the drawing, and
the winner will get to take
home one of the paintings —
giving them a chance to own
a piece of custom artwork,
and celebrate our love of
cars shown through cinemat-
ic history. Entry forms are
available at Rapscallion Pub
throughout July.

Following this exhibition,
Rapscallion Pub will feature
the artwork of Collins’ moth-
er starting in August.

Collins is also collaborat-

NeEsco SaLes™e-

COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER
We Make It Easy For You!

RS #1688

¢ (Collision Specialists

¢ Free Estimates (By Appointment)

89 2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

413-283-6403

e We Help with Insurance Claims!
¢ Expert Color Matching

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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ing with other artists to cre-
ate a larger than life “Lady
Liberty” puppet that will
be featured by Workshop13
in the town of Ware’s U.S.
250th celebration parade on
Saturday, Aug. 1 starting at
11 a.m. from Grenville Park,
73 Church St., Ware. The
parade route will continue
down Church Street to Main
Street, then travel left onto
West Street.

Collins is working on
sculpting the intricate details
of the puppet’s head using
foam.

Supporting Collins at last
week’s reception was metal
artist Brian McQuillan who
has worked with Collins on
collaborative pieces, includ-
ing the sculpture of an elf
girl that was part of the Art
in the Orchard event at Park
Hill Orchard in Easthampton
last year. The two are also

working with five other
sculptors to create a memo-
rial piece for the late Dave
Rothstein, who passed away
late last year.

“We’re just finishing it,”
Collins said of the sculpture.

The sculpture features
Rothstein in a hollowed-out
pumpkin, which he is pad-
dling using a snow shovel.
He is accompanied by his
beloved cat, Boomer.

Collins and McQuillan
said Rothstein brief-
ly held the Guinness Book
of World Records for the
longest pumpkin paddle,
which he completed on the
Connecticut River. Rothstein
was well-known for his ice
sculptures, which is why
they made his paddle a snow
shovel.

Just three days prior to his
death, Rothstein was prepar-
ing to create a room at the

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Artist John Collins is shown next
to one of his oil paintings featur-
ing a famous movie car. Collins
will have his artwork displayed at
Rapscallion Pub in Sturbridge until
the end of this month.

LEFT: This painting features the
1949 Buick Roadmaster convertible
that appeared in the movie “Rain
Man”.

famous Ice Hotel in Sweden.
His fellow artist friends
created the room dedicat-
ed to his memory, called “A
Parliament of Owls”, which
Rothstein had designed.

The sculpture will be dis-
played at this year’s Art in
the Orchard event, which
will open on Saturday,
Aug. 15 and run through
Thanksgiving weekend.

About the show

People are welcome to
view Collins’ artwork at
Rapscallion Pub during open
hours, Tuesday through
Thursday from 4-9 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday from
noon-10 p.m. and Sunday
from noon-8 p.m.

Rapscallion Pub is set
inside a refurbished 1800s
barn and offers craft beers,
original cocktails, a full wine
menu and home-cooked com-
fort food. There is indoor and
outdoor seating available.

For more information
about Collins and his art-
work, visit www.collinsart-
studios.com.
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Low cost
tutoring &
scholarships
are available!

We’re a private,
non-profit
organization at the
Palmer Public Library,
here to help you meet
your educational and
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional &
Educational Goals

LEARNING ARt Ry Strategic
Planning for Nonprofits

Get your feet wet with key points for
building a strategic plan and why it’s
essential to your success / winning grants.
Handouts will be available.
Tuesday, August 4th 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

$10 per person

Palmer Public Library

1455 N Main St, Palmer -

Third Floor

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Call Lori 413-682-5070

e Basic Computer Use

e Resumé Building & Updating
« English Language Learning

o GED/HiSET Preparation

o Reading, Writing, Math
 Citizenship Exam

o SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTOR INFORMATION SESSION

Want to be a tutor? Curious about requirements or commitments?

Join us on Thursday, September 17th at 6:30 p.m. for
“punch & cookies” and a brief presentation.
Third Floor of the Palmer Public Library (take the elevator)

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

emall dlrector@topﬂoorlearmng'org
; ;https //topfloorlearning. org/; ;




Page 8, Ware River News, July 23, 2026

******
*****

******
*****
******

CELEBRATION WEEK

COME CELEBRATE ALL WEEK LONG IN WARE

. JULY 25

. WARE OLDE HOME DAY

GRENVILLE PARK ~ 1:00 to 8:00PM

Craft Tent - Food Vendors - Marionettes
Program - Music - Old Fashion Games -
Costume Contest - Pie Baking Contest -
MUCH MORE!

‘\\

TOWN HALL ~ 11:00 - 2:00PM Y
Come learn about historical Town A é ¥
HaII Enjoy Some Cake, Participateina s
Tree Planting, come listen to: *
Women of ‘76: stories of 5 Remarkable ”IS"ORICM pA ll

Women who Witnessed & Shaped the

American Revolution

JULY 27

FAMILY GAME NIGHT

WARE HIGH SCHOOL ~ 5:00 to 8:00PM
Show off your car and win a prize!
Music - Ice Cream Truck

WARE SENIOR CENTER ~ 6:30 to 8:30PM
Come enjoy some family MUSIC BINGO fun.
Light refreshments for purchase.

Corn Hole and Ping-Pong also available.

JuL'f 28

CAR SHOW
A% |
.71

S JULY 29 s

Hosted by QHSUA *
FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

Come watch a movie under the stars *
“Wild Robot.”
Bring a blanket and chair.

GRENVILLE PARK ~ 6:30 to 8:30PM
Ware Lions Club

Concert in the Park Summer Series:
Charlie Lask and Forever Diamond
with special guest, Jimmy Mazz

JULY 30

CONCERT IN THE PARK o

WORKSHOP13 ~ 5:00 to 10PM [ty
Enter to be in: Where’s The Talent, Talent
Show. Performers of all ages and talent \

welcomed. Prizes for each age group.
and from 12:30 to 3:00 PM visit

Nat Falk’s 90 Birthday Bash on Main St. A Uﬁ Us ;I ’

scHooL campus ~ s00em TOWN PARADE § FIREWORKS

Food Vendors - Bounce Houses - Face Painting
Dunk Tank - Live Music at 5:00 - FIREWORKS!

<4

WHERE’S THE TALENT

PARADE ~ 11:00AM
Church St. to Main St. to West St.

T
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ORTS

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Robert
Ninotti
fires a
[ throw

across the
diamond.

PeoplesBank defeafs—Teddy Bear Pools

WILBRAHAM - Last Thursday night
at Spec Pond in Wilbraham, Jake Jachym

pitched PeoplesBank to a 7-5 win over

Teddy Bear Pools. The Bankers got a

Alex Gochinski cleanly fields a
grounder.

save from Johnny Gegetskas to secure
the win. The Bankers lead the Tri-

Mason Barcomb pitches for Teddy
Bear Pools.

County League with a 15-3-1 record and
31 points. The regular season is about
to wrap up with the playoffs beginning
shortly after.

Darien Rosado is safe as he slides
home.

www.sports.turley.com

Ware hosts annual
Indians Basketball Clinic

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—Dan Orszulak
has served as the Director
of the Ware Indians
Basketball Clinic for more
than 25 years. Over that
same span, he has also
been a math teacher and
the girls’ varsity basketball
coach at Ware High School,
which is alma mater.

While Orszulak retired
as a teacher on June 17, he
was back in the Ware High
School gymnasium, which
is named in honor of his
father, Paul, five days later.

More than 20 players
in grades 4-9 attended the
first of three sessions of the
basketball clinic.

“We’ve always been
able to provide a low cost
basketball clinic for the
kids in Ware and the sur-
rounding communities,”
said Orszulak, who previ-
ously coached the Indians
boys’ varsity basketball
team. “Our main goal is for
the kids to improve their
basketball skills and also
have a little bit of fun at the
same time.”

Orszulak began his
teaching career at the Elias
Brookings Elementary
School in Springfield. He’s
not planning to sit around
in a rocking chair all day
long.

“I won’t be working in
the classroom anymore, but
I'll still be working at the

high school for a couple
of weeks at the start of the
school year. I can officially
retire on my birthday in the
middle of September,” he
said. “I’m also looking for-
ward to continuing working
someplace. I’ve never taken
an entire summer off. I'll
miss the people that I work
with and the students the
most.”

Orszulak is still plan-
ning to coach the Lady
Indians varsity basketball
team next winter.

“Being the girls var-
sity basketball coach is
something that I would
like to continue to do for
at least the next couple of
years.,” Orszulak said. “I
really enjoy working with
the girls on the basketball
team.”

Heather Orszulak,
who is Dan’s wife, is also
a teacher at Ware High
School. She still has a cou-
ple of years remaining in
her teaching career.

Andrew Soltys, who’s
one of the coaches at the
basketball camp, has been
hired to replace Orszulak
as the new math teacher at
Ware High School.

“I’'m very excited to
have this opportunity, but
I definitely have some big
shoes to fill,” Soltys said.
“I’'m hoping to make the
same impact on the high
school students as Mr.

Please see GLINIC, page 10

St. Joe's suffers loss

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE — In
what might’ve been a
preview of a Tri-Country
League playoff match-
up, Teddy Bear Pools and
Spas broke open the final
meeting of the regular sea-
son against St. Joseph’s
by scoring nine runs
across the fifth and sixth
innings, rolling to an 11-1
victory at St. Joe’s Field
in Thorndike, last Friday
night.

“We split with St. Joe’s
during the regular sea-
son, and we’ll probably be
seeing them again in the
playoffs,” said Teddy Bear
Pools player/manager Ryan
Magni. “The first three
innings of tonight’s game
was almost like a playoff
game. Then we were able
to break it open against
their relief pitchers.

Even though Friday’s
make-up game was played
at St. Joe’s Field, Teddy
Bear Pools served as the
home team because their
own field was unavailable.
The game ended with two
outs in the bottom of the
sixth inning due to the ten-
run mercy rule.

Teddy Bear Pools
entered the final week of
the regular season sitting
in third place in the league
standings with a 13-5-1
record one point behind
second place St. Joseph’s.
The Saints had a 14-4 over-
all record.

Peoples Bank (15-3-1),
who are looking to capture
the league championship
title for the 13th consecu-
tive season, was sitting in
first place.

Teddy Bear Pools
could move into second
place with a win against
BankESB on Thursday
night and if St. Joe’s losses
their final two regular sea-
son games.

The Saints had the
opportunity to move into
first place if they defeat-
ed the DOC Spartans on
Monday and Peoples Bank
on Wednesday.

The top two finishers in
the league standings earn a
first round bye and the first
place team will get home
field advantage throughout
the playoffs, which are all
best of three series.

Teddy Bear Pools
righthander Matt Drobiak,
who graduated from South
Hadley High School, was
the winning pitcher in last
Friday’s game. He went the
distance, allowing one run
on just one base hit with
three walks and two strike-
outs.

“My defense made
the plays behind me in
tonight’s game,” said
Drobiak. “This is a big win
for us, and it feels great.
We’re hoping to play them
again in the playoffs.”

Teddy Bear Pools took
a 1-0 lead against St. Joe’s
with two outs in the bottom
of the third inning.

Magni, who started in
centerfield, drew a lead-
off walk. Then St. Joe’s
lefthander Jackson Hayes
retired the next two batters
before catcher Michael
Toth hit a flyball which the
centerfielder lost in the twi-
light. Toth, who graduated
from Granby High School,

Please see ST. JOE’S,
page 10

finishes up
first dual
league

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Sadie Mathis winds up
for a long shot.

Laci Lewis fights to keep possession.

LUDLOW - Earlier this
month, the New England
Mutiny, which features soc-
cer players from all over the
region as well as some play-

ers from out of state, finished
up their season, unfortunately
failing to reach any postsea-
son play despite playing in
two leagues this season. The

—

Addyson Earl
hustles after
the loose
ball.

Mutiny hope to have better
luck next season with the
added schedule.

Mutiny participated in both
the USL as well as the UWS,
nearly doubling its number
of games this season. The
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Dillon Slattery

TOWN: Ware

lattery has been hold-
ing down first base
and other spots for

St. Joe’s in the Tri-County
League this summer.

To nominate someone
for Athlete of the Week,
contact Managing Sports
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258
or send an e-mail to gsci-
belli@turley.com.

Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

Mourton

Insurance Agency

HOME - AUTO -

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate  On-site Registry Processing

-
A Trucordia Business

BUSINESS - LIFE

Our Family
Cares
About Your
Family

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

www.moultoninsur ance.com

413-967-3327 ‘@

Safety Insurance’

AUTO » HOME < BUSINESS
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Orszulak did. He was one of
my biggest mentors when I
was a student here.”

Soltys did his student
teaching at Minnechaug
Regional High School in
Wilbraham. He spent most
of his time in the classroom
of Nicole Goulet, who’s a
math teacher.

“Mrs. Goulet was a tre-
mendous help to me,” said
Soltys, who graduated from
Springfield College in May.
“She showed me several dif-
ferent things about running
a classroom. I’'m looking
forward to the first day of
school.”

Orszulak took part in
the interview process and
he’s very pleased that Soltys
will be replacing him in the
classroom.

“It very hard nowadays
to find good young teach-
ers,” Orszulak said. “Ware
High School is very lucky

to have Andrew Soltys as a
teacher. He was the top can-
didate during the interview
process and he’s going to do
a very good job as a math
teacher.”

Soltys, who would like
to become a coach in the
future, was an outstanding
three sport athlete at Ware
High School.

Andrew’s father, Gary,
was the Indians boys’ varsi-
ty coach before he arrived at
the high school.

The other coaches who
worked at the first session
of the basketball clinic were
Brady Guimond, and Alex
Orszulak, who’s planning
to play football at Westfield
State University.

Lucy Hebert, Lana
Bennington, and Naomi
Torres, who are members
of the girls’ varsity basket-
ball team, also helped at the
clinic.

During the first week
of the basketball camp, the

campers worked on mostly
fundamentals.

“We’re working on their
shooting and dribbling,”
Orszulak said. “We also
play different games with
them. The campers have
improved a lot each day.”

The second session (June
29-July 3) is for students in
kindergarten through third
grade.

“We bring in the lower
hoop for the younger kids,”
Orszulak said. “We teach
them how to pass, dribble,
and shoot.”

The third session of
the basketball clinic,
which is sponsored by the
Ware Parks & Recreation
Department, is scheduled to
be held between July 13-17
for the older age group. The
camp hours are from 9am to
noon.

For more information
about the basketball clinic
please contact Dan Orszulak
at dorsz@comcast.net.

Team Mass Boys & Girls

Serving Central & Western MA

Cost: $30 Covers both tryouts (players get t-shirt)

for over 25 years!

AAU membership needed $28
(purchase on our website, well pull them)

Tryout # 1: Friday, July 31, 2026

Location: Oxford High School
100 Carbuncle Dr., Oxford, MA

« Boys & Girls Grades 4th-6th 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

(3rd grade can try out with 4th grade)
» Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.

» Boys & Girls Grades 9th-12th 7:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Tryout # 2: Thursday, August 6, 2026

Location: North Brookfield High School
10 New School Dr., North Brookfield, MA

« Boys & Girls Grades 4th-6th 5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

(3rd grade can try out with 4th grade)

« Boys & Girls Grades 7th & 8th 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
» Boys & Girls Grades 9th-12th 7:45 p.m. - 8 p.m.

NEW
PROGRAMS
Fall 2026

Select Teams
Boys & Girls
8th-Varsity

Little Ballers
Grades K-3
Please check

website
for details.

Pre Register/pay on website: teammassbasketball.com
Questions Email: teammassbasketball@gmail.com

or call 413-539-1548

AAU affiliated club for over 25 years!

Blue Sox fails to
complete DH sweep

BRISTOL, CT - The
Valley Blue Sox couldn’t
complete a doubleheader
sweep Friday night, sur-
rendering a four-run lead
in a 5-4 walk-off loss to the
Bristol Blues in the second
game at Muzzy Field.

After opening the eve-
ning with a 7-1 victory,
marking the Blue Sox’s
first win over Bristol this
season, Valley (13-18-
1) looked to carry that
momentum into a sweep.
But the Blues (16-18) had
other plans, erasing a four-
run deficit with five unan-
swered runs over the final
three innings to split the
seven-inning doubleheader.

“I thought we were play-
ing really well,” head coach
John Raiola said. “I thought
those were some of the best
swings that we took in a
game all year. They beat us
at the end, and that’s how it
goes.”

Bristol completed its
come-from-behind victory
in the bottom of the sev-
enth, giving it the walkoff
win.

Christopher DiPrima
(Yale) opened the inning
with a single before
Nicholas Francuzenko
reached to put two runners
aboard. With one out, Cal
Chance (UMass Lowell)
lined a single into right
field, allowing DiPrima to
score the winning run and
hand the Blue Sox a walk-
off defeat.

While the latter innings
decided the contest, Valley
struck first and early.

Anthony Tirado (Penn
State) reached base to begin
the game before stealing
third and eventually scor-
ing on a throwing error by
Chance. Moments later,
Chris Cancel (UConn)
tagged and advanced to
third before crossing the
plate on Jacob Dilley’s
(UNC Greensboro) sacri-
fice fly to right, giving the
Blue Sox a 2-0 advantage
after just one inning.

Making his Blue Sox
debut, right-hander Justin

Masteralexis (UMass) kept
Bristol off the scoreboard
early. The UMass product,
making his first appearance
since April, allowed no hits
across 1 2/3 innings while
striking out three.

“[It is] great for
[Masteralexis], having
him be able to get back
out there,” Raiola said. “It
went as well as I’'m sure he
would’ve hoped.”

Nick Tomasetto (Seton
Hall) singled to put a run-
ner aboard before Chris
Carson (Stony Brook)
turned on a pitch and sent
it just inside the right-field
foul pole for a two-run
home run. Carson’s first
long ball of the season
extended Valley’s lead to
4-0 and marked the Blue
Sox’s 10th home run of the
summer.

“Chris works hard,”
Raiola said. “That was part
of a bunch of really good
swings today from a lot of
guys.”

Bristol answered imme-
diately in the bottom half
of the inning when Nick
Flores (VCU) lifted a sacri-
fice fly to left, trimming the
deficit to three.

After loading the bases,
Sean Britt (St. Johns) lined
a two-run double into the
left-center field gap to
bring Bristol within one.
Just two batters later, Evan
Menzel (UConn) followed
with an RBI single to cen-
ter, tying the contest at 4-4.

Once the Blues got hot,
the Blue Sox were unable
to answer offensively.
Valley finished with six hits
and struck out 12 times,
managing just one base-
runner over the final two
innings.

Despite the result,
Raiola said he was encour-
aged by the quality of his
team’s play throughout the
doubleheader.

“I thought the energy
was really good,” Raiola
said. “Our guys were tak-
ing really good swings.
Sometimes that’s baseball.
They beat us at the end.”

HoopHall
names
presenters

SPRINGFIELD - The
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame has announced the list
of Hall of Famers who will
present the Class of 2026 at
the Enshrinement Ceremony
on Saturday, August 15,
at Symphony Hall in
Springfield, Massachusetts,
the “Birthplace of
Basketball.” Over 50 Hall of
Famers are expected to be in
attendance for the ceremony.

Each member of the Class
of 2026 selected their pre-
senter(s) from among pre-
viously inducted Hall of
Famers, a decision made by
the inductee, while the 1996
USA Basketball Women’s
National Team will be pre-
sented by its own previously
enshrined members.

The 2026 Hall of Fame
Inductees and Presenters:

Joey Crawford - Danny
Crawford (Class of 2025),
Rod Thorn (‘18)

Mike D’Antoni - Jerry
Colangelo (‘04), Bob
McAdoo (‘00), Steve Nash
(‘18), Amar’e Stoudemire
(26), Rod Thorn (‘18)

Elena Delle Donne - Sylvia
Fowles (°25), Marianne
Stanley (‘22)

Mark Few - John Calipari
(‘15), Grant Hill (‘18), John
Stockton (‘09)

Chamique Holdsclaw
- Tamika Catchings (‘20),
Tina Thompson (‘18), Teresa
Weatherspoon (‘19)

Candace Parker - Tamika
Catchings (‘20), Allen Iverson
(‘16), Cheryl Miller (‘95),
Dwyane Wade (‘23)

Doc Rivers - Kevin Garnett
(20), Paul Pierce (‘21)

Amar’e Stoudemire -
Jerry Colangelo (‘04), Mike
D’ Antoni (‘26), Grant Hill
(‘18), Tracy McGrady (‘17),
Steve Nash (‘18), Rick Welts
(18)

1996 USA Basketball
Women’s National Team -
Teresa Edwards (‘11), Lisa
Leslie (15), Rebecca Lobo
(‘17), Katrina McClain
(‘12), Dawn Staley (‘13),
Sheryl Swoopes (‘16), Tara
VanDerveer (‘11)

Monadnock hosting open modified race

WINCHESTER, N.H.
— The stakes will be high-
er than ever when the
Open Modifieds return to
Monadnock Speedway on
Saturday, Aug. 1, for the
thrilling Dash for the Cash
100.

The special event will
feature 100 laps of intense,
wheel-to-wheel Open
Modified competition on the
high banks, with an impres-
sive $10,000 awaiting the
race winner. Some of the
region’s top Modified com-
petitors are expected to battle
for one of the biggest pay-
days of the season.

Adding even more excite-
ment, the Dash for the Cash
100 will serve as the final
event of the Open Modified
Tri-Race Championship
Series. At the conclusion of
the night, one driver will be
crowned the series champion
and collect a $5,000 champi-
onship bonus.

With the race victory and
championship both on the
line, every position and every
lap will matter.

One Track. One Winner.
One Champion Crowned.

The Dash for the Cash
100 promises to deliver
everything race fans love

about Open Modified com-
petition—high speeds, close
racing, bold moves and non-
stop action from the drop
of the green flag to the final
charge toward the checkered
flag.

Racing is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 1. The rain date, if
needed, is Sunday, Aug. 2.

Fans will not want to miss
this championship showdown
as the Open Modified stars
compete for big money, brag-
ging rights and the honor of
being crowned the 2026 Tri-
Race Champion.

ST. JOE’S from page 9

wound up at second base
with a double and Magni
scored on the play.

St. Joe’s tied the score in
the fourth inning.

Designated hitter Mark
Jodoin singled leading off the
frame before stealing second.
He scored the tying run when
right fielder Ryan O’Leary
hit a sacrifice fly.

Drobiak then retired seven
of the final eight batters that
he faced.

“We just didn’t hit the ball
very well in tonight’s game,”
said St. Joe’s manager Paul
Marcinek. “You can’t beat
many teams by scoring only
one run.”

Prior to the start of the
bottom of the fourth inning,
righty Jack Feltovic replaced
Hayes on the mound.

Teddy Bear Pools retook
the lead with two outs in that
inning when designated hitter
Bailey Griggs hit a ground
ball single up the middle into
centerfield scoring shortstop
Ray Toth (walk).

The deadline for submissions for this sports section
is the Monday before publication by noon.
To send in information, contact Sports Editor af 413-283-8393, send

an e-mail to sports@turley.com or send it through the mail to:
Turley Publications ¢/o Sports Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Teddy Bear Pools scored
three more runs in the fifth
inning. Two of the runs
crossed the break on RBI sin-
gles from Ray Toth and right
fielder Sean Rosemond. The
other run scored following a
throwing error by the catcher.

Holding a 5-1 lead, Teddy
Bear Pools scored six more
runs in the sixth.

Left fielder Josh Frometa
and Magni knocked home
a pair of runs with RBI sin-
gles, while second baseman
Ramon Jomenez added a run
scoring ground rule double
to center. Griggs also drew a
bases loaded walk during that
frame.

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com




STURBRIDGE - The
Sturbridge Rotary Club
hosted its annual Student
Recognition Dinner on July
15, at the Publick House
Historic Inn, bringing
together students, educators,
Rotarians and local leaders
for an evening recognizing
exceptional youth achieve-
ment and service.

The event took place in
Paige Hall during the Club’s
regular meeting, combining
tradition with celebration.

Club President Tim
Gresenz opened the meeting
and invited Past President
Klaus Hachfeld to lead
the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance and Rotary’s
Four-Way Test. Special
guests included Rotary
District 7910 Governor
Penny Hamel, and English
Teacher and Interact Advisor
Amy Willard.

A highlight of the evening
was the presentation by Past-
President Klaus Hachfeld
of Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards to Stephen
Giaquinto, Norah Hanrahan,
Vivian Jaeger, Tamas Jiang,
Kaitlyn Kenney, Avery
Lanier, Hannah Whittier and
Matilda St. Clair.

RYLA is a signature pro-
gram of Rotary International
that brings together young
people for a multi-day lead-
ership development experi-
ence that helps participants
build confidence, develop
communication and prob-
lem-solving skills, and dis-
cover the power of Service
Above Self.

This year, the Sturbridge
Rotary Club awarded RYLA
scholarships to eight local
students selected to join
over 200 Massachusetts high
school sophomores at the
RYLA Conference, held at
Fitchburg State University in

June. Recipients were select-
ed based on demonstrated
leadership potential, strong
citizenship, and a compelling
desire to benefit from the
experience, all qualities con-
firmed through a competitive
interview process.

The Club also celebrat-
ed the transition of leader-
ship in the Interact Club
at Tantasqua, Rotary’s
youth service organization.
Outgoing officers - Emmett
Deatte, president; Ethan
Zhu, vice president; Evie
Spencer, treasurer; Mairaed
Fairbrother, secretary and
Julie Anne Petersen, publicist
- were on hand to formally
pass the torch to the incom-
ing board.

The new slate of officers,
all rising seniors, includes
Madeline Guertin, presi-
dent; Sophia Bocchiccio,
vice-president; Lily Duga,
treasurer; Eliza Jaeger, sec-
retary and Bralynn Fenneuff,

Submitted Photo
Immediate Past President Klaus Hachfeld with 2026
Rotary Youth Leadership Award recipients Avery Lanier,
Matilda St. Clair and Tamas Jiang. Missing from photo:
Stephen Giaquinto, Noah Hanrahan, Vivian Jaeger and
Hannah Whittier.

publicist. District 7910
Governor Penny Hamel offi-
ciated the swearing-in cere-
mony, followed by the pre-
sentation of officer pins and
gavel.

The Rotary Club of
Sturbridge sponsors the
Interact Club at Tantasqua,
where students collaborate
with Rotarians on fundrais-
ers, community events and
hands-on service projects.

Interact is Rotary
International’s service club
for young people ages 12-18
who want to take action,
develop leadership skills,
and make a difference in
their school and community.
Interact members plan and
carry out at least two service
projects each year — one that
serves their local community
and one that promotes inter-
national understanding.

The centerpiece of the
evening was the awarding
of eight scholarships total-

ing $8,000 presented by
Club President Tim Gresenz.
Seven scholarships were
given through Sturbridge
Rotary Club Fundraising
efforts, and an additional
scholarship was awarded in
memory of late Rotarian Dr.
Otto Prohaska, from his fam-
ily. This year’s scholarship
recipients are:

Willow Anderson of East
Brookfield, is the daughter
of Eric and Ellen Anderson.
Willow will be attending The
College of the Holy Cross,
Worcester, where she will
be studying language in the
hopes of someday working as
a government interpreter.

Emmett Deatte of Warren,
is the son of William and
Jennifer Deatte. Emmett
served as president of the
2025-2026 Interact Club of
Tantasqua, and vice-presi-
dent of his class. He was also
a member of the National
Honor Society and the
TRHS tennis team. He will
be attending Northeastern
University, Boston, where he
will be studying politics, phi-
losophy and economics.

Logan Oko of Fiskdale,
is the son of Jennifer and
Matt Oko. He attended
RYLA in his sophomore year
and was a founding mem-
ber of Tantasqua Interact.
Logan will be attending the
University of Massachusetts,
Ambherst where he will be
studying biomedical engi-
neering.

Julie Anne Petersen of
Brimfield, is the daughter
of Laurie Krusas and Bill
Petersen. Julie Anne attend-
ed RYLA in her sophomore
year, was a founding mem-
ber of Tantasqua Interact,
and served as publicist in
her senior year. She will be
attending the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst,
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Sturbridge Rotary Club honors youth at annual dinner

where she will be studying
Political Science.

Evelyn Spencer of
Sturbridge, is the daughter of
David and Jessica Spencer.
Evelyn served as treasurer of
the 2025-2026 Interact Club
of Tantasqua, and was vale-
dictorian of her class. She
attended RYLA in her soph-
omore year, was a member
of SAVE Promise, and was
varsity captain of the TRHS
volleyball team. She will
be attending Mt. Holyoke
College, South Hadley,
where she will be studying
biochemistry.

Payton Thompson of
Sturbridge, is the son
of Meghan Looney and
Daniel Thompson. Payton
will be attending Western
New England University,
Springfield, where he will be
studying electrical engineer-
ing.

Alex Wilson of
Sturbridge, is the son of
Danielle and Mark Wilson.
He attended RYLA in his
sophomore year and was
a founding member of
Tantasqua Interact. Alex will
be attending the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst,
where he will be studying
biomedical engineering.

Ethan Zhu of Fiskdale,
is the son of Alice Kao and
Weining Zhu. Ethan served
as vice-president of the
2025-2026 Interact Club of
Tantasqua, and president of
the National Honor Society.
He was a finalist in the
Massachusetts State swim-
ming competition, a Central
Mass. Boys Swimming MVP,
and nine-times school record
holder in swimming. He
will be attending Wesleyan
University, Middletown,
Connecticut, where he will
be studying Molecular
Biology and Biochemistry.

A Community
Appreciation Award was
also presented to Tantasqua
Regional High School
English Teacher Amy
Willard. Amy was recog-
nized for her consistent
administrative guidance and
support of the Interact Club
of Tantasqua.

Newly elected Rotary
District 7910 Governor
Penny Hamel offered her
reflections on the values of
Rotary and the importance
of fostering youth leader-
ship. The meeting concluded
with the traditional Rotary
toast by President Gresenz:
“To Sturbridge USA,
Stourbridge UK, and Rotary
International. Hear-hear!”

About the Sturbridge
Rotary Club

The Rotary Club of
Sturbridge, chartered in
1972, is a vibrant service
organization serving the
communities of Sturbridge,
Charlton, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales. Members gath-
er in person of the first and
third Tuesdays of each month
at 6 p.m. at the Public House
Historic Inn, in Sturbridge.

The club invests in local
youth by sponsoring the
Interact Club at Tantasqua,
funding student attendance at
the Rotary Youth Leadership
conference, and award-
ing annual scholarships to
Tantasqua Regional High
School students.

Beyond youth leader-
ship development, the club
addresses local needs such as
hunger relief, organizes pop-
ular community events, like
the Charity Golf Classic and
TREK Sturbridge Halloween
5K, and contributes to global
efforts including polio erad-
ication.

LIONS from page 1

The neighboring Lions
Clubs near Warren are
Monson, Ware, Brookfield,
West Brookfield and Palmer.
According to Jameson, the
goal is try and start a club in
town to help strengthen the
community and make new
friends in the process.

“We are here to stay, no
matter what,” Jameson said.

The focus of the Lions
in this district is to find
out what the needs are and
Jameson alongside his fellow
club members are confident
they can begin by starting
a branch club in Warren.
A branch club can start by
adding five members to the
Warren branch that will work
in conjunction with the Ware
Lions Club.

The numerous services
Lions Clubs International
offers don’t just feature adult
involvement but has youth
programs as well. Jameson
said the Lions have been
offering youth programs for
many years and have youth
supporters from all over the
world.

The youth aged 15-22
who join these programs
through Lions Clubs
International focus on service
and volunteer work. Whether
you’re a youth or an adult,
Lions Clubs International
look for ways to help the

community and need the
membership to accomplish
those acts of support.

As District Governor,
Jameson was able to start
a temporary ramp program
to help people access their
homes.

Lions Clubs in the area
work hard to support their
communities and always
need more people to help.
More information can be
found at www.lionsdist33a.
org.

Youth programs through
Lions Clubs include the Leo
Clubs, Lions Quest, Peace
Poster Contest, Youth Camps
& Exchange programs, and
the Massachusetts Youth
Speech Contest. During the
Lions Service Carnival, St.
Stans Club featured several
students of the Youth Camp
& Exchange program.

Attending the carnival was
Mia of Bulgaria, Jonah of
France, Paulo of Brazil, and
George of Hungary. These
students are staying with host
families during their visit in
the United States and have
done youth camps in other
countries throughout the
world.

Mia had previously gone
to Lithuania and has family
members who are also Lions
members. Jonah of France
was in her fourth year of
Youth Camp and previously
visited Brazil, Canada, and

Anna, an emotional sup-
port dog and K-9 Lion vis-
ited the St. Stans Polish
Club in West Warren
during the Lions Service
Carnival.

Poland.

After completing their
education, these Youth
Camp & Exchange students
say they plan to continue to
participate in future Lions
Club programs when they’re
adults.

“More lions, more ser-
vice,” said 2nd Vice District
Governor Kristen Keane.

These students were help-
ing out during the Service
Carnival with lawn games
and other fun activities for
kids. Members of the Ware
Lions Club arrived at St.

Stans to help out with snacks

Kids enjoyed a bounce house during the Lions Service Carnival.
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Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Left to right stands Deb Ernest, Mia, Jonah, Evelyn and 2nd Vice District Governor Kristen

Keane.

and beverages during the car-
nival.

Joining them was the K-9
Lion Anna, a 14-year-old
Labrador who came to the
club with her handler, Deb
Ernest of the Ware Lions
Club. This club was estab-
lished in 1945 and celebrated
its 80th anniversary last year.

The Ware Lions Club had
popcorn, cotton candy, soft
drinks, hot dogs and snow
cones.

Bill Munsell of the Ware
Lions was joined by associ-
ate Josh King who was wav-
ing at passing cars in front
of St. Stans to talk them into
joining in on the fun at the

Munsell of the Ware Lions
Club convinced drivers join
the fun at the Lions Service

carnival. Munsell has been a
Lion for the last four years
and talked about the impor-
tance of having these youth
programs through the Lions.

“We show them what true
leadership is,” Munsell said.

For more about the Lions
Clubs, visit www.lionsclubs.
org.
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Josh King, left, and Bill

Carnival in Warren.
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Ware Police Log

Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-

During the week of
July 5-14, the Ware Police
Department responded to
24 miscellaneous calls, 28
administrative calls, 11 traffic
violations, 10 emergency 911
calls, 11 harassments/stalks/
threats, two trespasses, one
theft/larceny, 12 disturbanc-
es, three frauds, two safety
hazards, three motor vehicle
accidents, two suspicious/
wanteds, 12 disturbance/
nuisances, three assist other
agencies, three fire/smoke
calls, two safety hazards,
three breaking and enterings,
13 animal calls and 19 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Ware.

Sunday, July 5

12:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

12:34 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Eddy Street, Could
Not Locate

1:01 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, West Street, Advised

1:21 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Eddy Street,
Advised

4:26 a.m. Structure Fire,
Eddy Street, Investigated

12:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

3:22 p.m. Vehicle Fire,
Vigeant Street, Investigated

6:33 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Pulaski Street,
Advised

8:56 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Highland Street,
Services Rendered

10:25 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Palmer Road,
Canceled En Route

Monday, July 6

9:19 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Church Street, Dispatch
Handled

1:37 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, High Street,
Advised

4:07 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, Hillside Terrace,
Advised

4:54 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Fisherdick
Road, Services Rendered

4:59 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Otis Avenue,
Advised

5:02 p.m. Smoke
Investigation, High Street,
Services Rendered

5:29 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, Hillside Terrace,
Advised

5:37 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, High Street,
Advised

8:44 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Palmer Road,
Unfounded

Tuesday, July 7
10:19 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Monson
Turnpike Road, Advised
3:06 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Advised
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Wednesday, July 8
9:54 a.m. Police Response,
Robbins Road, Assist Given
11:33 a.m. Safety Hazard,
Hardwick Pond Road,
Investigated
11:56 a.m. Safety Hazard,

Main Street, Services
Rendered
12:41 p.m. Fraud/

Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

4:38 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, North Street,
Services Rendered

6:35 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Church Street, Could
Not Locate

7:14 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
South Street, Report Made

7:20 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

9:51 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Highland Village, Could
Not Locate

10:54 p.m. Breaking and
Entering, West Main Street,
Services Rendered

Thursday, July 9
12:10 a.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, West Street,
Services Rendered
3:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

4:55 a.m. Outside
Fire, Gilbertville Road,
Extinguished

6:08 a.m. Assault, Pulaski
Street, Advised

6:47 p.m. Breaking and
Entering, Otis Avenue,
Advised

8:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Bondsville Road,
Report Made

11:27 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, East Main Street,
Advised

Friday, July 10

12:43 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, South Street, Assist
Given

6:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

11:32 a.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Cherry Street,
Assist Given

1:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Monson Turnpike Road,
Citation/Warning Issued

4:22 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

7:45 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Morse Avenue,
Advised

8:15 p.m. Structure
Fire, Otis Avenue, Services
Rendered

11:25 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Sturbridge, Advised

Saturday, July 11

12:59 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Parker Street, Unfounded

2:21 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Pleasant Street,
Advised

2:21 a.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Otis Avenue,
Investigated

2:24 a.m. Motor Vehicle

X

try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

Stop, Barnes Street, Arrest
Made

8:13 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Services Rendered

11:43 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Robbins Road, Dispatch
Handled

1:42 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Ross Avenue,
Services Rendered

5:56 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, West Street, Investigated

7:36 p.m. Mutual Aid/
Assist Other Agency,
Hardwick, Assist Given

11:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, West Warren Road,
Services Rendered

Sunday, July 12

9:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, North Street, Report
Made

12:30 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Report Made

3:20 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Hillside Village,
Advised

4:15 p.m. Assault, Webb
Court, Arrest Made

7:01 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, West Main Street,
Dispatch Handled

7:31 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Laurel Drive,
Services Rendered

Monday, July 13

1:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Eddy Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

12:33 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, South Street,
Investigated

2:15 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Campbell Road,
Services Rendered

3:25 p.m. Breaking
and Entering, West Street,
Investigated

4:32 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street,
Report Made

5:30 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Cummings Street,
Canceled En Route

10:07 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, East Street,
Investigated

10:55 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, East Street,
Investigated

Tuesday, July 14
1:33 a.m. Assault, Pulaski
Street, Could Not Locate
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Hardwick Police Log

During the week of July
13-20, the Hardwick/New
Braintree Police Department
responded to 59 building/
property checks, 26 direct-
ed/area patrols, nine radar
assignments, three traffic
controls, 15 emergency 911
calls, five citizen assists,
one assist other agency, one
motor vehicle investiga-
tion, one safety hazard, four
complaints, one scam, one
harassment, one threat, one
property damage, one larce-
ny/theft/shoplifting, two sto-
len motor vehicles, eight bur-
glaries, two animal calls and
19 motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, July 13

10:37 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Spoken To

2:09 p.m. 911 Welfare
Check, Mechanic Street,
Transported to Hospital

2:37 p.m. Complaint,
Barre Road, Officer Handled

6:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lower Road, Vehicle
Towed

Tuesday, July 14

1:11 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Upper Church
Street, Transported to
Hospital

9:26 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Church Lane,
Transported to Hospital

9:41 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town,
Services Rendered

10:30 a.m. 911 Misdial,
Sessions Road, Services
Rendered

10:32 a.m. Scam, Main
Street, Officer Handled

11:05 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, North Street,
Transported to Hospital

2:10 p.m. 911 Lockout,
Bridge Street, Services
Rendered

3:46 p.m. Harassment,
Barre Road, Officer Handled

Wednesday, July 15
8:47 a.m. Medical Alarm,
Main Street, Patient Refusal

9:44 a.m. 911 Safety
Hazard, Lower Road,
Removed Hazard

10:34 a.m. Threat, Czesky
Road, Officer Handled

3:53 p.m. Medical
Emergency, Barre Road,
Transported to Hospital

4:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Barre Road, Written
Warning

8:16 p.m. Complaint,
Hardwick Road, Unfounded

8:50 p.m. Property
Damage, Church Lane,
Officer Handled

11:40 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, High Street,
Negative Contact

Thursday, July 16

6:12 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Greenwich Road,
Transported to Hospital

11:49 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Officer Handled

11:53 a.m. Medical
Alarm, Barre Road, Services
Rendered

3:53 p.m. Complaint,
Church Lane, Negative
Contact

7:07 p.m. Fire/Alarm,
Church Street, Services
Rendered

Friday, July 17

7:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation
Issued

10:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Petersham Road,
Citation Issued

11:16 a.m. Neighbor
Dispute, Bridge Street,
Officer Handled

12 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Petersham Road,
Citation Issued

12:55 p.m. Complaint,
Broad Street, Negative
Contact

2:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Lower Road,
Services Rendered

5:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lucas Road, Citation
Issued

6:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Lucas Road, Citation
Issued

Saturday, July 18

1:24 a.m. Medical
Emergency, Main Street,
Transported to Hospital

4:45 a.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Maple Street,
Report Taken

5:44 a.m. Stolen Motor
Vehicle, Pine Street, Report
Taken

6:09 a.m. Stolen Motor
Vehicle, Pine Street, Services
Rendered

7:55 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering), Pine
Street, Report Taken

8:32 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering),
School Street, Report Taken

8:40 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering), Pine
Street, Report Taken

8:45 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering), Pine
Street, Report Taken

8:49 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Main Street, Services
Rendered

8:53 a.m. Fire/Alarm, Old
Petersham Road, Services
Rendered

9:10 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering),
Ruggles Street, Report Taken

9:35 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering), Pine
Street, Report Taken

9:57 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Pine Street, Spoken To

10:04 a.m. Suspicious
Activity, Pine Street, Report
Taken

11:17 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Ruggles Street, Services
Rendered

11:58 a.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering),
Ruggles Street, Investigated

4:27 p.m. Burglary
(Breaking and Entering), Pine
Street, Services Rendered

Sunday, July 19
4:38 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Ridge Road,
Transported to Hospital
8:38 p.m. Medical Alarm,
Church Lane, Patient Refusal

MISSING MAN

from page 1

ing, conducting stra-
tegic land, air and
water searches in
hopes to locate him.

“Undoubtedly,
this was not the out-
come that we had
hoped and prayed
for, but this dis-
covery has been
able to provide clo-
sure to the family,”
Sledziewski stated
in a Facebook post.
“We are extremely grateful
for all of the local, state, and
volunteer organizations that
have worked extensively to
bring this missing persons
case to a resolution. This
would not have been possible
without the numerous experts
in the field that provided
guidance and executed this
operation. We appreciate the
public’s support throughout
these very long and hard 11
days.”

ing responders from
departments across
central Massachusetts
to conduct searches in
local bodies of water.

Additional local
departments provided
air support with drone
units.

Through the
assistance of the
Massachusetts

Submitted Photos

Public safety agencies recovered the
body of 91-year-old missing Warren
man, Elliott Blackwell, on July 19, after
an 11-day search.

The Massachusetts State
Police provided Warren
Police and Fire departments
with support by providing
Search and Rescue coordi-
nation, numerous K-9 teams,
the Special Emergency
Response Team trained in
Search and Rescue, Air
Wing, Communications
assets and Field Service
assets.

The District 7 Dive
Team was activated bring-

Department of Fire
Services, a mobile
command center was
established while DFS
and Central Mass
Sparks Association - Rehab
78 coordinated rehab for
responders.

Sledziewski offered con-
dolences to Blackwell’s fam-
ily on behalf of public safety
agencies and responders.

“The loss of this family
has been felt by all,” he said.

Sledziewski said addition-
al inquiries about this inci-
dent should be directed to the
Worcester County District
Attorney’s Office.

GRANTS from page 3

insulation, installing PT ply-
wood as a base for trim and
installing white PVC panels,
base trim and moldings to
match the existing trim pack-
age.

After these three projects
were approved, the CDA had
about $8,000 left to give,
and there were still appli-
cations from the Weir River
Brickmill, Millyard Academy
and D&D Fitness Factory to
decide on.

The authority voted to
postpone the Weir River
Brickmill sign because they
had questions about whether
the grants were better suited
for businesses and whether
this sign would be advertis-
ing the building itself.

According to the meet-
ing packet, the Brickmill
received two quotes, one

from Sign Technologies out
of Chicopee and the other
from Chuck’s Sign Co, also
out of Chicopee.

They were looking for
a 120 inches height by 96
inches width single sided
HDU sign, painted and gild-
ed with 24 karat gold leaf
lettering, along with trav-
el and labor costs with Sign
Technologies, which quoted
the cost at $12,941.

The CDA said there was
another quote submitted by
them of about $5,000.

The Millyard Academy’s
application was submitted
by Kylie Toppin for lighting
and landscaping, one from
Advanced Energy Concepts
out of Auburn for $5,072
and one from Jason Toppin
Electrician out of West
Brookfield for $4,678.

The CDA postponed this
application because they

were unsure if the build-
ing actually needed light-
ing since it is a daycare and
wouldn’t be operating at
night. The CDA also tabled
the Fitness Factory so they
could submit another quote.

Members of the CDA also
had concerns that many of
the applications were sub-
mitted in the same plaza,
and wanted to focus on
Main Street revitalization.
They also suggested Town
Manager Stuart Beckley
reach out to Needle Therapy
to see if they would like to
submit an application since
they showed interest, but
never submitted one before
the applications were closed
last month.

The board voted to give
them special authorization to
apply.

The CDA will meet next
on Aug. 10.
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Francis E. Moran Jr., 85

WARE - Francis E.
“Butch” Moran Jr., age 85
passed away peacefully at
home on Sunday,
July 19, 2026, with
his loving family
by his side, after a
courageous battle
with Parkinson’s
Disease.

Butch was
born on April 14,
1941, to the late
Francis E. Moran,
Sr., and Dorothea
R. (Rearick) Moran. He
was raised and educated in
Warren, graduating from the
former Warren High School
in 1959.

Butch went on to
Becker Jr. College, grad-
uating in 1961. He enlist-
ed in the Massachusetts
Army National Guard, and
was chosen to attend the
Massachusetts Military
Academy, graduating in
1964, and was commissioned
a Second Lieutenant. Butch
rose in rank through the
years, retiring in 1985 as a
Major in the Massachusetts
Army National Guard.

While he was the
Company Commander of
the Ware Co. C 104.181. He
and his unit were the first to
leave the country for train-
ing at Cardiff, Wales. Butch
was reassigned to the Retired
Reserve for 17 years, retiring
in 2001.

He was a very active
member of the following

organizations: Honorary
Member of the Lake
Wickaboag Boat Club (50
years), Member
of the First Friday
Group at Spencer
Abbey, Board of
Director of the
Storrs Memorial
Youth Center,
Honorary Trustee
of Country Bank,
Cub Master of
Pack 162 Den
with 50 Scouts
(Honored in 1978 for his
contributions), Member of
the Ware England Rotary
Exchange, Member of the
Ware Rotary for 45 years,
(Honored as a recipient of
the Paul Harris Award).
Butch was honored in 2004
as Citizen of the Year (Ware).
He was a Parade Marshall for
the Town of Ware in 2021,
chosen for his 24 years of
service in the Massachusetts
Army National Guard, and
17 years of service to the
Retired Reserve. Butch was
a communicant of All Saints
Church in Ware and served as
an Usher for the parish until
2020.

Butch enjoyed working
along with his sons at NAPA.

He was very involved with
helping others in any way.
Always volunteering and was
well known for “Just Call
Butch.”

Butch enjoyed family
skiing and snowmobiling in
Vermont, NASCAR Races,

hosting Rotarians from
Ware, England and students
during the summer months as
well. Francis “Butch” leaves
behind his wife of 64 years,
Elaine (Rolla) Moran, who
was his caretaker the last
two years, his sons; Michael
Moran and his wife Bufty,
Jim Moran and Tom Moran.
He also leaves behind his
grandchildren: Heather and
her husband Sean, Ryan,
Amanda and her husband
Nick, Sean and Rachel,
as well as his great-grand-
children: Reid, Wyatt and
Sawyer. Butch also leaves
behind his brother, John
Moran and sister, Barbara
Clancy.

Francis “Butch” Moran
was very proud of his
Country, Flag and Uniform.

Calling Hours will take
place on Friday, July 24,
2026, from 4-7 p.m. in
Cebula Funeral Home, 66
South St., Ware. A Funeral
Mass will be offered on
Saturday, July 25, 2026, at
11 a.m. in All Saints Church,
North Street, Ware.

Friends are asked to meet
directly in the church on
Saturday morning. Burial
with Military Honors will
follow the mass in New St.
William Cemetery, Ware.

In lieu of floral offerings,
please consider donations
to: St. Jude’s Children’s
Research Hospital, Ware
Ambulance Fund, or to a
charity of one’s choice.

Ursula Wright, 95

SOUTHINGTON, CT -
Ursula Wright, formerly of
Warren, passed away peace-
fully of natural causes on
July 14, 2026.

She had recently celebrat-
ed her 95th birthday.

Ursie was predeceased by
her husband, Bill Wright, in
2008. He was the love of her
life!

Together, they raised
four boys in Warren: Dave
(of Longview, Texas with
wife Karen), Doug (of
Frenchtown, New Jersey with
partner Kathy), Tom (of San
Francisco, California with
husband Tony), and Steve
(of Southington, Connecticut
with wife Tracy). She had
five grandchildren and ten
great-grandchildren, and
liked nothing better than
spending time with family.

Ursie was born in
Hamburg, Germany and emi-
grated to the U.S. in 1939,
crossing the Atlantic with her
parents, Brigitta and Walter
Simon. They settled in
Schenectady, New York, and
Ursie later graduated from
the University of Rochester
with a degree in political sci-
ence.

She and Bill married in
1955, and they moved to
Warren shortly thereafter,
where they raised the four
boys (DDT & S, for short, as
she referred to them with a
chuckle).

During that time, Ursie

gamely played the family
roles of short-order cook,
pre-Uber shuttle

Warren’s Lucy Stone Park.
She was involved in grass-
roots efforts to

driver, referee,
cheerleader, and
photojournalist,
among others.

When the busi-
ness of raising the
kids was com-
plete, she and Bill
traveled widely,
visiting far-flung
friends and fami-
ly. For years, she continued
sending her weekly, newsy
letters to DDT & S, describ-
ing hers and Bill’s latest
adventures.

Ursie’s final journey was
from Warren to Southington,
Connecticut in 2018, where
she moved to be close to
Steve, Tracy and family, and
the care they provided in the
final years of her life.

Ursie enjoyed giving
back to her community
and being a rabble rous-
er. She was active in the
Warren Federated Church,
in Warren’s local politics (to
the delight of many and the
chagrin of others) and was
dedicated to environmental
causes.

She was on the Board of
Selectmen in the 1980s and
1990s, the Warren Public
Library Association, the
Conservation Commission,
the Rural Improvement
Association, and assist-
ed in the development of

thwart the devel-
opers of Warren’s
“mini-city” in
the 1970s, and
worked with the
STOP-IT group
to turn away the
construction of a
local hazardous
waste facility in
the 1980s.

Ursie had a big heart, and
cared for those around her.
She spent time teaching at
the Eagle Hill School for
kids with learning differenc-
es, and later tutoring adult
immigrants in English.

She and Bill welcomed a
young boy from New York
City into their home through
the Fresh Air Fund for a
number of years when their
boys were youngsters.

There were always fresh
bouquets in the house from
her flower gardens, and in
her later years in Warren, she
cultivated deep and lasting
relationships with her cher-
ished gang of lady friends.
Ursie will surely be missed,
and will live on in our hearts
and memories.

A celebration of life
will be held on a date to
be announced later. In
lieu of flowers, we ask
that donations be made in
Ursie’s name to the Nature
Conservancy.

HEALTH from page 4

into the AQI, which can tell
you when it’s safest to be
outdoors, and when it’s not.
The AQI is a numerical scale
that is color coded. An AQI
50 or under is considered
good (green); 51-100 (yel-
low) is moderate; 101-150
(orange) is unhealthy, espe-
cially for sensitive groups;
and anything from 151 to
300 or more (red) is extreme-
ly hazardous to the general
population.

Summer is typically when
the AQI is more concern-
ing. Air pollution is often
made worse by intense heat
and stagnant air, especially
in populated areas. Drought
conditions can bring on wild-
fires. If you recall, smoke
from last summer’s wildfires
in Canada had a huge impact
on U.S. states.

Here are a few tips to keep

yourself and your loved ones
safer this summer from the
pollutants measured by the
AQIL
Check the AQI before
venturing out: It’s front and
center on most weather apps.

Go outdoors for yard-
work or exercise in the morn-
ing: The AQI generally gets
worse as the day heats up,
and it’s also unfavorable in
the evening due to accumu-
lated pollutants and reduced
wind speeds.

Be prepared: If you or
someone in the family has
asthma, carry a rescue inhal-
er. N95 masks, which we
learned to wear during the
pandemic, can also help limit
the amount of particulate
matter you may inhale.

Pay attention to indoor air
quality: Use air purifiers with
HEPA filters, for example.
Dust and vacuum to control
particulate matter. Frequently

change filters in furnaces and
air handlers. Control mois-
ture to avoid mold.

The AQI is more than
a number. It’s a guide to a
healthier summer.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg,
R.N., a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for
Yourself & Your Loved
Ones” and her new book,
“Advocating Well: Strategies
for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health
Care,” available at Amazon.
com. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

Robin Marie Evans, 58

SOUTHOLD, NY -
Robin Marie (Sorel) Evans,
age 58, passed
away suddenly
at her home on
Sunday, June
14, 2026.

Robin was
born in Ware
on April 6,
1968. She
was the loving
daughter of the
late Romuald

seven years and Skippers
Restaurant for 15 years.
Robin is
survived by her
loving broth-

er, Jeffrey
M. Sorel of
Ware, her

three step-chil-
dren: Ryan
Evans and his
wife Tracy of
Manorville,

C. Sorel
and Elizabeth A. “Lisa”
(D’ Annolfo) Sorel.

Raised and educated
in Ware, she was a 1982
graduate of the former St.
Mary’s School in Ware, a
1986 graduate of Ware
High School, and a 1988
graduate of LaSalle Junior
College in Newton.

Robin has been a resi-
dent of Southold, New York
for 23 years.

On Oct. 20, 2002 she
married Jeffrey L. Evans in
Woodstock, Connecticut.
They were married 17 years
when Jeffrey passed away
on March 31, 2020.

Robin was employed
as a waitress/bartender for
the Hellenic Restaurant for

New York,
Justin Evans
and his wife Sarah of
Riverhead, New York, and
Scott Evans of Arcadia,
Florida. Robin also leaves
her step-grandchildren:
Owen, Kellan and Myles
Evans, Stella and Lorelai
Evans.

A Funeral Mass will be
offered on Tuesday, July
28, 2026 at 11 a.m. in St.
Mary’s Church, 57 South
St., Ware. Inurnment
will follow in St. Mary’s
Cemetery in Ware. Cebula
Funeral Home is directing
the final arrangements. For
more information and an
online guestbook, please
visit: www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

Dustin J. Wright Jr., 31

WARE - Dustin J.
Wright Jr., 31, passed away
as the result of a motor
vehicle accident on July 9,
2026.

Born on Jan. 2, 1995,
Dustin was the son of
Candida L. Lesperance and
Craig S. Felice. He attend-
ed Pathfinder Regional
High School, where he was
enrolled in the automotive
program.

Dustin worked for area
mechanics and as a labor-
er at the Brimfield Flea
Market.

Dustin enjoyed fishing
on the Swift River, spend-
ing time outdoors with
friends, four-wheeling
with his father, and doing a
“good burnout.”

He leaves his father,
Craig S. Felice; his long-

time companion, Tabatha
Groux; his sister, Jaelynn
Felice; his aunt, Kimberly
Wright; his uncle, Derrick
Bates; his great-uncles, Jim
Russo and David Russo;
and his grandmothers,
Darlene Russo and Wendy
Marier. In addition to
his mother, Candida L.
Lesperance, he was prede-
ceased by his grandfathers,
Russell Marier and Edward
Felice and uncle, Steven
Wright.

Lombard Funeral Home,
3 Bridge St., Monson, has
been entrusted with the
arrangements. Visiting
hours will be held Tuesday,
July 28, 2026, from 4-6
p-m. at the funeral home.

For online condolences,
please visit www.lombard-
funeralhome.com.

Death notices

Evans, Robin Marie (Sorel)
Died June 14, 2026

Services July 28, 2026

Moran Jr., Francis E.
“Butch”
Died July 19, 2026

Services July 25, 2026

Wright Jr., Dustin J.

Died July 9, 2026

Services July 28, 2026

Wright, Ursula
Died July 14, 2026

Ware River News

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types

of obituaries.

One is a free, brief

Death Notice
listing the name of

deceased, date of death
and funeral date

and place.
The other is a

Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death

notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include

a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only

when the family

provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

CLUES ACROSS 40. Color at the end of the 69. Upper body part 32. Widens a hole

1. Listen to spectrum 33. Eurasian wheat
5. Presents 41, Lings where fabricsare ~ GLUES DOWN 34. Actincorrectly

10. A type of guitar

14. Actor ldris

15. A citizen of Iran

16. Pretentiously artistic

17. Harness

18. Diamond weight
measurement

19. “Better Call __”

20. Fervent support

22. Male cat

23. Jewish spiritual leader

24, Disposed to venture or
take risks

27. A way to nail

30. Cool!

31. Women’s __ movement

32. “Losing My Religion”
rockers

35. Step-shaped recess

37. A princess can detect it

38. Tractor-trailer

39. Leslie and Leon are two

sewn

42. Dodgers great Hershiser

43, Floor covering

44, Traveled aimlessly

45, Rocker Stewart

46. Body art

47. Congressman (abbr.)

48. No seats available

49, Breaks apart

52. Hand gesture

55. Ballplayer's tool

56. Sword

60. Baseball team

61. Upper bract of floret of
Qrass

63. ltalian Seaport

64. Mars crater

65. Tube on a shoelace

66. U. of Miami mascot

67. South American nation

68. Video game series “Max

1. German courtesy title

2. Ancient Greek
personification of mercy

3. Jewish calendar month

4, Family of long-legged frogs

5. Photo

6. Delivered a speech

7. Lute used in Indian music

8. Decorated

9. Cease to stand

10. The bottom layer

11. Member of a Semitic
people

12. Part of a ticket

13. Defunct monetary unit

21. Challenges 53. Wings

23. Body part 54. Observational comedian Bill
25. Tell on 57. Small fry

26. By way of 58. __ Clapton, musician

27. Shady green alcove
28. Egyptian city
29. __ and flowed

36. “Be back later”

37. Al Bundy’s wife

38. Ocean

40. Large root eaten as a
vegetable

41, Units of subjective
loudness

43. Music genre

44, A way to drench

46. Popular hot beverage

47. Silk-like cotton fabric

49. Rumanian city

50. Come back

51. Viaccine developer

52. Canadian law enforcers

59. Take a chance
61. Semi-liquid food for babies
62. Consumed food
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

PRAYERS
ANSWERED

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for your inter-
cession and prayers answered. In gratitude
publication promised. BLC

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Buying?
Selling?

(| =t
= 2

Our Classifieds
Get Results!

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122
to set up an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns,  keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

“Waller

' Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ®
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687-5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE
Everything from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and brush
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AKC REGISTERED MINIATURE
DACHSHUNDS. BLACK/TAN PUPPIES
READY MID AUGUST. VET CHECKED
FIRST VACCINATION. WELL SOCIAL-
IZED. APPROXIMATELY 12 LBS WHEN
FULL GROWN. 413-596-8190

i

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Pty | 22 Beserne | 23 Besearey| 24 B0
25 Bt | 26 Besean | 27 Beomn| 28 B0
29 Besganse | 30 Pesena | 31 Bn | 32 B2
33 Beginse | 34 Beiaga| 39 e 4]
37 Besase | 38 Bestice| 39 B isase| 40 B ano0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard QdVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BRNFELD

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

RUSSELL PUBLIC LIBRARY SEEKS
CIRCULATION ASSISTANT; 8+ hours
weekly. Strong public service skills and
solid computer literacy required. Detailed
description at russellmapubliclibrary.
com, and on our Facebook and Instagram
pages. Send resume to RPL, PO Box
438, Russell MA 01071 or email
rpldirector162@gmail.com

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us

Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026 .
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME CHIEF OF POLICE.
$37,500 - $50,000 yearly salary
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Deadline to apply is 8/6/2026.
Town of Huntington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069




Lions Club hosts Concerts in the Park

WARE - The Ware
Lions Club presents
Concerts in the Park on
Thursday evenings at 6:30
p.m. in Grenville Park, 73
Church St.

Admission to concerts is
free and concerts are weath-
er dependent.

Concert dates include
July 23, The Bridge; July
30, Charlie Lask and
Forever Diamond with spe-

cial guest Jimmy Mazz and
Aug. 6, Woodshed.

During each concert,
the Ware Lions will have
a concession stand selling
hot dogs, chips, popcorn
and beverages. Raffle tick-
ets for prizes will also be
available.

This year’s raffle
includes a chance to win a
$300 gasoline gift card to
Brookside Mart on West

Street. Tickets are $10 each
and available at Thursday
night concerts, from any
Ware Lions Club mem-
ber, or at Nat Falk Men’s
Clothing or St. Germain
Insurance.

The gasoline gift card
winning ticket will be
drawn on Thursday, July
30. Proceeds from this raf-
fle go to Lion’s charities.

Hardwick libraries bring music to Town House

HARDWICK - Enjoy
music by Shenanigans with
Friends at the Town House
on Saturday, July 25 from
3-5p.m.

This exciting cover band
of western Massachusetts
and southern Vermont play
old favorites, rock, country,
folk and R&B with tight
harmonies and danceable
rhythms. Band members
are; Dan Belmont (keys),
Geoff Rice (guitar), Scot
Broderick (bass), Mark
Cherrington (drums) and
singers Rosanna Murphrey,
Diana Krauth (percussion)
and Gershon Eigner.

This performance is

brought to you by the
Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library and the
Hardwick-New Braintree
Cultural Council and the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council.!

Hardwick libraries invite
you to sign up for the “Dig
In and Read” Summer
Reading Program now
through Aug. 22.

The Summer Reading
Program includes activi-
ties and prizes for all ages,
dinosaurs, American his-
tory and nature. Watch the
website paigelibrary.com
and Facebook for activities
and events.

The Paige Memorial
Library, 87 Petersham
Road, for the Wednesday
morning Story Hour with
an art/science activity and
play time starting at 10:30
a.m., Paige Book Club,
the Cookbook Club, the
Friends group, the Ongoing
Book Sale, the Paige
Writers, the 250th Quilt
group, the Movie Festival
Committee and programs
for all ages and interests.

Watch for a new date
for African rhythm drum-
ming with Jafar Manselle
and the Wendell Warriors
on the Hardwick common

and more upcoming events.

WARE - The Secretary of
the Commonwealth has sent
out Vote by Mail postcards to
all registered voters in each
city and town.

The application deadline
to apply for a Vote by Mail
Ballot for the State Primary is
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

If you choose to return the
postcard please be sure to sign
and date the postcard before
you return it. Postage has
been paid so you can simply
mail the card, it is not neces-
sary to drop off in person.

If you choose to drop off
the postcard there is a Blue
Drop Box outside the lower
level of Town Hall marked
“Town Clerk,” feel free to
drop off as the box is checked
several times during the day.

Things to remember

Choose which election or
elections you wish to receive
a Vote by Mail ballot.

If you are enrolled in a
party you will receive that
party ballot for the State
Primary.

If you are not enrolled
in a party (Unenrolled) you
must choose which party bal-
lot. you desire for the State

www.warerivernews.turley.com
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Vote by Mail postcards
mailed for State Primary

Primary.

You may wish to vote in
the State Election of Nov. 3;
if so, then simply check that
box only.

Voting status

Please feel free to check
your status as a voter by going
to www.mass.gov and search
for your voter registration
information under “Elections
and Voting.” Here you can see
how you are registered, what
address you are registered at,
your party choice if you have
enrolled in a party.

You will also be able to
view a sample ballot if you
are enrolled in a party.

If you are not registered
to vote, have changed your
address within the town or
wish to change your party
enrollment you must do so ten
days prior to any election.

Kid's Corner
workshop to be
held July 25

WARE - The next Kids’
Corner workshop at Ware
Grange will be called
“Birds” and will take place
on Saturday, July 25 at 10
a.m. at the Grange Hall at
297 Belchertown Road.

Kids’ Corner workshops
are led by preschool teach-
er, Jen McNally, and teach
children about nature and
the environment through
stories, songs and fun
activities.

This workshop will
explore the world of birds
and their life cycles.

Children will learn
about many different birds,
their songs, and their hab-
itats.

Visit Ware Grange
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.

WARREN - How to
Draw Dinosaurs will be
held on Thursday, July
30 at 3 p.m. at the Warren
Public Library

Create your own Dino-
palooza. Let’s draw some
dinosaurs together.

Fay is back to teach you

Draw dinosaurs at the Warren library

step-by-step how to draw
your favorite dinosaurs. Or
if you want to get fancy,
design your own.

This event is open to
all ages, no registration
required. All are welcome
to have a fun and relaxed

community art day.

TOWN OF WARE
MASSACHUSETTS
CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing pursuant to the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act MGL Chapter 131,
Section 40 and the Ware Wet-
lands Protection Bylaw (Chapter
30), to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability
filed for exploratory borings in
Babcock Tavern Road over the
Beaver Lake outlet within Bor-
dering Land Subject to Flooding
(BLSF) and the 100-foot Buffer
Zone.

The hearing will be held on
Wednesday, August 12, 2026,
at 6:30 pm at 126 Main Street
in Ware, Massachusetts in the
Selectmen’s Meeting Room. To
view the Request for Determi-
nation of Applicability, contact
the Conservation Commission at
(413) 967-9648.

Any person interested or wish-
ing to be heard should appear at
the time and place designated.
07/23/2026

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
26 SM 000899
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:

Todd M. Allard

and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C.
¢. 50 § 3901 (et seq):

PennyMac Loan Services,
LLC

claiming to have an interest in
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Ware, numbered 9 Laurel
Drive, given by Todd M. Allard
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee,
as nominee for loanDepot.com,
LLC dba Mortgage Master, dated
October 27, 2016, and recorded
at Hampshire County Registry of
Deeds in Book 12449, Page 252,

as affected by a Loan Modifica-
tion Agreement dated July 21,
2022 and recorded at said Regis-
try in Book 14671, Page 139 as
affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated August 18,
2024 and recorded at said Regis-
try in Book 15243, Page 347 and
now held by the plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active military
service of the United States of
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of
the above-mentioned property
on that basis, then you or your
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before
August 24, 2026 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the grounds of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court
on July 20, 2026.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
07/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Division
Docket No.
HS26P0209EA
Estate of:

Mark Edward Schlesinger
Date of Death: 01/10/2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate,
by Petition of Petitioner Paul
Schlesinger of Palmer, MA.

Paul Schlesinger of Palmer,
MA has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative
of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

E
N
A
M
E
L
E
R D S S
U (0] D
T S N S o
A|R|A E|S
RIA|B|I |A B|A|T S|A|B|E|R
ciL|U|B P|A|L|E B|A |
M|A|R]|I G|L |E I | Bl |S
P|E|R|U P|A|Y|N N|IE|C|K

formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

07/23/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 88 West Street,
Ware, Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
Thomas Hubbard to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee, as
nominee for Norwich Commer-
cial Group, Inc. d/b/a TPOGO its
successors and assigns and now
held by Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration, said mortgage dated
March 22, 2024, and recorded in
the Hampshire County Registry
of Deeds in Book 15094, Page
194, as affected by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated Decem-
ber 23, 2024, and recorded in the
Hampshire County Registry of
Deeds in Book 15314, Page 312,
as affected by an Assignment of
Mortgage dated August 6, 2025,
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in

Book 15496, Page 282, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing
the same will be sold at Public
Auction on August 20, 2026 at
11:00 AM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:

Certain pieces of real estate
situated in WARE, Hampshire
County, Massachusetts, known
and designated as 88 West Street,
being more particularly bounded
and described as follows:

Beginning at the northwester-
ly corner of the tract herein con-
veyed at an iron pin on the south-
erly side of said street;

thence SOUTHERLY on line
of land formerly of the Murdock
Estate about one hundred (100)
feet to land formerly belonging
to the P.J. Crowe Estate;

thence EASTERLY on land
formerly of the P.J. Crowe Estate
about fifty (50) feet to land for-
merly of Fred Burge;

thence NORTHERLY on land
formerly of Fred Burge one hun-
dred (100) feet to West Street;

thence WESTERLY on West
Street to the place of beginning.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a

typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated March 11, 2024, and re-
corded in the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
15094, Page 191.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

TEN THOUSAND
($10,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid by a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time and
place of the sale by the purchas-
er. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid by a certified
check, bank treasurer’s or ca-
shier’s check within forty-five
(45) days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road,
Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.: 25-01046

07/23, 07/30, 08/06/2026

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

0

Each week this available jobs section 4&%

will run in your community newspapers.

5.25" x 4"

$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25" x 8"

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75" x 8”

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75" x 15.75"

THE TOWN OF wag

TOUN OF
HELP WAkt O

$1,200 for three papers

$320 for each additional paper

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

HELP WANTED

Health Dirotor

PUBLIC NoTICES |
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Choice of any three papers

Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com

Call Dan today 413.297.5886 or 413.283.8393
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Town holds weeklong celebration for nation's 250th

WARE - The town’s
U.S. 250th Celebration
Committee has planned
a week full of events July
25-Aug. 1

On Saturday, July 25
Ware Olde Home Day will
be held at Grenville Park, 73
Church St., from 1-8 p.m.
There will be a craft tent,
food vendors, a marionettes
program, music, old fash-
ioned games, costume con-
test, pie baking contest and
more.

On Sunday, July 26,
Historical Day will be held
in Town Hall, 126 Main St.,
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Come

learn about the histori-
cal Town Hall, enjoy some
cake, participate in a tree
planting, and come listen to
“Women of “76: Stories of 5
Remarkable

Women who Witnessed
& Shaped the American
Revolution.”

A Family Game Night
will be held on Monday,
July 27 at the Ware Senior
Center, 1 Robbins Road,
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Come and enjoy some
family music bingo fun.
Light refreshments and
drinks will be provided by
It’s Wine O’clock.

A Car Show will be held
on Tuesday, July 28 at Ware
High School, 237 West St.,
from 5-8 p.m. Show off your
car and win a prize. There
will be music and an ice
cream truck.

On Wednesday, July 29,
a Family Movie Night will
be hosted by the Quaboag
Hills Substance Use Alliance
at Grenville Park starting
at 7:30 p.m. Come watch
“Wild Robot” under the
stars and bring blankets and
chairs.

The Ware Lions Club
will host a Concert in the
Park on Thursday, July

30 in Grenville Park from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Charlie Lask
and Forever Diamond will
perform with special guest
Jimmy Mazz.

On Friday, July 31,
Workshopl13 will host
“Where’s the Talent?” in its
Grand Hall at 13 Church St.,
from 5-10 p.m. This talent
show is for performers of
all ages and talents. Prizes
will be awarded for each age
group.

The weeklong celebra-
tion will end with the Town
Parade and Fireworks on
Saturday, Aug. 1.

The parade will begin at

11 a.m., starting at Grenville
Park on Church Street, turn-
ing onto Main Street, and
ending on West Street.

From 12:30-3 p.m. that
day, visit Nat Falk Men’s
Clothing, 64 Main St., to
celebrate the business’ 90th
birthday.

Starting at 5 p.m., the
Ware Public Schools campus
will host the town’s annual
Fireworks show, with food
vendors, bounce houses,
face painting, dunk tanks
and live music.

WHS Class of 1976
plans 50th reunion

Contact information
for classmates needed

WARE - Ware High
School Class of 1976 is plan-
ning its 50th reunion celebra-
tion to be held on Oct. 17 at
Teresa’s Restaurant.

Class alumni have reached
out to many, but are still in
need of contact information
for many other classmates.

If you have not yet been
contacted, or you know
someone who needs informa-
tion or for other questions,
text or call Michelle (Nowak)
Higney at 413-237-5854.

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

FARMSTAND OPEN JULY 25TH

AVAILABLE NOW - NORTH BROOKFIELD RS
Country roads... take me home! Situated well off the
road on 4 private acres, this beautifully renovated
Colonial offers the perfect blend of privacy, modern
updates, and everyday convenience. With 4 bedrooms,

SALES TAX HOLIDAY!!!!
AUGUST 8 & 9
PRE BUY BEST PRIGES!!!!

1,000°S OF ACs ON SALE!!
MATTRESS SALE!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!'E

2 full baths, and over 2,500 sq ft of updated living
space, you'll love the gorgeous new kitchen with
granite counter-tops, a center island & SS appliances, formal dining room, and expansive
cathedral-ceiling living room, filled with natural light. A rare floor plan that includes 2 oversized
primary suites, offering exceptional flexibility for today’s lifestyle. Renovated throughout in 2025, =

this home is truly move-in ready. Complete with new deck, attached 2-car garage under, paved

driveway, and a beautiful, wooded setting. Enjoy country living with everyday convenience, just our DDI"Its Ar (-
minutes from the town center, schools, shopping, and area amenities. Listed at $629,900.

Famously Delicious!
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS VISIT THE FARM FOR: W™ ™ oo -
| | * Honey * Cheese b FREE 1
A e Jams ¢ Early Apples 1/2 Dozen
« Maple Syrup Cider Donuts
REALTY
130 W. Main Street

We Do More
So You Will
Make More!!!

I WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE I
GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY .,

Southbridge Road, Warren, VIA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs
Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122

www.breezelandsorchards.com

Michelle Terry
Broker

12 MONTHS m”;" |s:rsc° e = E =
0% FINANCING hteosalercer  508-885-9343

www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

michelleterryteam.com K3 spencer, ma 01562
GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

153 HAYNES HILL RD., BRIMFIELD
OPEN HOUSE -

Sunday, July 26th 1-3pm § '

Fully remodeled late 1800’s Country
Farmhouse Colonial with scenic

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR ;
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

LANDSCAPE STONE

White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple * Red

1 Ains Manor Road Palmer, MA
Townhouse | '

DI

Lt Gray * Dark Gray * Beige * Rip Rap & | views on 1.5 acres in a desirable Condo
SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING ;2 Brimfield location. 2654 sf. 4 : $3 1 7 000 'ﬂ
nstruction Stone o Titl Presh tic San €] | bedrooms 2.5 baths. There is also -
Construction Stone eV & Preshy Septic Sand Q a walk-up 3rd floor that has been finished and heated for additional ety

Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand
Pool Liner Sand e Stone Dust e Silt e Crushed Gravel
Crushed Asphalt e Crushed Concrete © Cold Patch
Homeowner Friendly « No Minimums

/| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer

bondsandandgravel.com
508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt < m = =

living area. All new plumbing & high efficient propane boiler. This home
has tons of character. Outside there’s a chicken coop & an old barn that
needs some work but room to park 5 cars/tractors, etc.. The west facing
windows offer views of the rolling hillside & gorgeous sunsets. Brand
new 4 bedroom septic to be installed prior to closing. $579,900

Welcome home to this open-concept
2-bedroom, 2.5-bath townhouse. First-floor
living is possible. The second floor features a
loft, a bedroom, laundry, and a full bath.
Includes a spacious basement and an attached

‘PN 1-car garage. Shown by appointment only.

W

LISAE CARON
¢ ::. W

CENTURY 21 Century 21 North East dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
meais 160 Main St., Spencer 1-978-434-1990
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It's Wave Season 7§ J,l' S0

Book Your 2027 C ! ' '
S 0:; ‘:(“r | ';“‘ses — 20'X30’ AREA ON GRASS
ept. 26 ..Pickity Place Lunch.......c.coonuermeersrsesssesaseens 1
NOI\)I. T1...... GreatyGatsby 1 o | O $165 Most have shades & tables
Aug. 30....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .............. from $1699 $30.00 Cash To Set Up
March 1...12-Night Caribbean Cruise ............... from $2499 b :
May 23....7-Night Bermuda Cruise.................... from $1799 ARERE ,
Share the Adventure with us soon! 1042 WESt St' . ONIACT
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 (Rt. 122) Barre MA Text: 978-257-9461

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Facebook: @timmy.s.996763

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE.

2 mi. north of Barre center
Great Food, Great Drinks,

) 4
W A/ Great Service & Great People!

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

64 Barre-Paxton Road, Route 122, Rutland
Daily $14.99 Home Cooked Specials!

Prime Rib &

Fresh Seafood

Best Plzza In Town!
carerinG & event avaase  © BIG Screen TVs To Watch!

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!!!
Check Out Our Specials at 508 886 477 1

www.laddsrestaurant.net € - RESTAURANT & LOUNGE HOURS:
WED & THURS 4:00-9:00 PM; FRI 2:00-9:00 PM; SAT 11:30 AM-9:30 PM; SUN 11:30 AM-9:00 PM




