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Jain Dental Care
DENTISTRY FOR 

KIDS, ADULTS & SENIORS
1411 North Main Street, Palmer

Located Opposite CVS

413-356-6100
                      Monday - Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

                    Saturday: By Appointment

                                 Dr. Sunit Jain, D.D.S.
★★★★★

5.0 average rating

NOW OPEN 
New Dental Office

PREMIUM DENTAL CARE
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

    ~ We Accept MassHealth ~

SPECIALS ON 
IMPLANTS, ROOT CANALS,

INVISALIGN
We Offer Same Day Treatments

NEW PATIENTS & WALK INS WELCOME      

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – 2025 
was the year of the 263rd 
Hardwick Community Fair, 
the oldest fair in the United 
States. 

For two days, 
the town came 
together in cel-
ebration as the 
f a i r  o f f e r e d 
numerous agri-
cultural and cre-
ative exhibits, 
demonstrations, 
food, live music, 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
games, wagon 
r i d e s ,  a n 
antique trac-
tor  parade , 
chainsaw 
contest 
and so 
m u c h 
more. 

The 
fa i r  takes 
place on the 
H a r d w i c k 
Common and 
has been around 
since the 1760s. 
T h e  H a r d w i c k 
Community Fair is 

even older than 
the Declaration of 

Independence. 
The  fa i r  began 

on Friday, Aug. 15 

where there were sever-
al food trucks providing 
delicious food and Lost 
Towns Brewing offered a 
beer garden. The Tri-Parish 

Community Church provided 
a baked potato bar for visi-
tors at the start of the parade. 

Hardwick celebrates with
263263RDRD COMMUNITY FAIR COMMUNITY FAIR

Demolition of hospital 
buildings begins

By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

W A R E  –  T h e 
Conservation Commission 
met last Wednesday for a 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing, and among projects 
being discussed was the 
building of a new restroom 
in Grenville Park. 

Parks Commission mem-
ber William Imbier was in 
attendance for this meet-
ing, and requested that the 
conservation commission 
give guidance as to the site 
where the new restroom 
should be built. Discussion 
centered around possibly 
building it near to where 
the previous restroom was, 
which is centrally locat-
ed near the Grenville Park 
offices. The other pro-
posed site would have been 
along the exit road heading 
towards Church Street. 

The previous restroom 
was approved to be built 
by the DPW and National 
He r i t age  Assoc i a t i on , 
since the park is a National 
Heritage site under their 
jurisdiction, the placement 
of any building must be 
coordinated with them first. 

The restroom would also 
be located at least 200 feet 
from the riverbank, as that 
is the minimum distance 
from the river that any sort 
of plumbing and septic sys-
tems can be built. This is 
to help protect the priority 
habitat, or the river ecosys-
tem. 

I m b i e r  a n d  t h e 
Conservation Commission 
members also continued 
their discussion from the 

Conservation Comm 
discusses Grenville Park 
restroom location

Forever Mary Lane

WARE – On Aug. 11, 
demolition crews began tak-
ing down the buildings at 
the Mary Lane Hospital site 
on South Street.

By last Wednesday morn-
ing, the crews had begun 
work to take down the 

hospital itself, which first 
opened in 1923 and closed 
in 2023. Officials from 
Baystate Health, the owner 
of the property, said they 
plan to preserve the original 
building on the campus, the 
Wetherby Building. 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette 
The Wetherby Building of Mary Lane Hospital will be all 
that remains of the century old institution at 85 South 
St. Demolition on the rest of the buildings on the cam-
pus began Aug. 11. See more photos on page 5.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The School 
Committee interviewed four 
candidates to fill the one-
year role of interim super-
intendent for the 2025-2026 
school year.

At the Aug. 7 meet-
ing, each of the candidates 
answered a series of ques-
tions and shared background 
about themselves and their 
various roles in public edu-
cation.

The committee members 
voted to appoint Michael 
Wood as the interim super-
intendent, and finalized his 
contract at a subsequent 
meeting held on Aug. 18.

Wood has 40 years of 
experience in education 

and previously worked as 
superintendent in Hatfield 
Public Schools and Nashoba 
Regional School District. He 
has worked as a superinten-
dent for a total of 23 years.

He is also a licensed busi-
ness administrator and has 
extensive background in 
building budgets. He current-
ly works as a consultant for 
TMS, Inc.

Wo o d  s a i d  h e  w i l l 
approach this interim role as 
if it is a permanent position, 
thinking long term while 
he identifies strengths and 
weaknesses.

“You’re going to lead 
according to what the plan 
is…either already estab-
lished, or the plan is that 
you’re going to build with 

School Committee 
appoints interim supt.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware 
Grange hosted a fun kids’ 
corner workshop this past 
weekend about pets.

Local  educator  Jen 
McNally returned to the 
Ware Grange and wel-
comed numerous guests to 
learn about pets. McNally 
began the workshop with a 

Grange hosts kids 
workshop about pets

Jen McNally’s daughter 
Mackenzie ran a craft 
activity station where 

kids got to decorate 
their own pet rocks.

Turley Photos by Mary Whitelaw
Devon Wentworth of Gilbertville made his cut during the Lumberjack 
Contest held on Friday night.

At left: the 263rd Hardwick Community Fair was held this past Friday and 
Saturday. This young fairgoer was getting ready to enter her frog into the 
Frog Jumping Contest, a 40-plus year tradition at the fair.

Please see SUPT., page 5

Please see RESTROOM, 
page 3

Please see FAIR, page 11

Please see PETS, page 12
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 

archives and selects a 
people photo to publish. 

We need your help to 
help identify those 

pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed winners of 
the VCR awarded by the 

Shaw Peterson Realty Inc., 
John and Deborah Hobson 

and their son Ryan.
Donna Robichaud correctly 

identified her sister 
Deborah and her family. 

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Ware Public School Bus Routes
 for the 2025-2026 School Year 

WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE 

www.wareps.org
 

Back-To-School

If you have any questions regarding 
the bus routes or times, please contact 

First Student Bus Company 
at 413-323-8316

Have a Great Year! 

413-967-9941
137 Main Street, PO Box 720

Ware, MA 01082-0720
www.jefferyandjeffery.com

&Jeffery
Jeffery

Deputy Tax Collectors
family.  integrity.  service.

BINGO IS BACK!
Amvets Post 74

2150 Main St., Three Rivers, MA

Monday, September 8th
Season Opening Night Special!

1 Free Meal with each 
$20 Admission Packet
Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
Kitchen opens at 5 p.m.

Balls drop at 6:25 p.m. Sharp!
We made some changes to the program!

More ways to win more prizes!

WARE – The Ware Senior 
Center, located at 1 Robbins 
Road,  is  open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Aug. 25

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 

Tuesday, Aug. 26
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. $3 
per class.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole

•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 
$3 per class

•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 
at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Aug. 27
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 10-11:30 a.m. Kirsten 

Krieger, Quabbin Region 
DPH Nurse Office Hours

•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 2 : 3 0  p . m .  K n i t t i n g -

Crochet-Laugh

Thursday, Aug. 28
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Participants should meet at 
the Senior Center.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 
Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Aug. 29
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES
 DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless

 otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Monday, Aug. 25
Fried Chicken, Sweet 

Potatoes, Veggies of the Day
Tuesday, Aug. 26

Spaghet t i  wi th  Meat 
Sauce, Tossed Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Wednesday, Aug. 27
Breakfast Burger with 

Fried Egg, French Fries, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, Aug. 28
Chicken Nuggets, Tater 

Tots, Dessert of the Day
Friday, Aug. 29

Tuna Melt Sandwich, 
Tomato Soup, French Fries, 
Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news�

HARDWICK –  The 
Gilbertville Library will 
host “The Seahorse: How to 
Pastel Paint,” with materials, 
for adults and teens.

Award-winning pas-
tel artist Gregory John 
Maichack will present “The 
Seahorse,” a pastel paint-
ing workshop for adults 
and teens 18+ hosted by the 
Gilbertville Library on Sept. 
17, from 5-7 p.m. This is a 
pastel painting workshop 
designed for both sheer 
beginners to advanced par-
ticipants. 

Please call 413-477-6312 
to pre-register.

T h i s  a l l - n ew  “ T h e 
Seahorse: How to Pastel 
Paint,” all draw a seahorse 
or use a template that 
Maichack provides, both 
large and small seahorses. 
Participants will also create 
bubbles, and a template will 
be provided as well. 

This is fun, and has an 
ocean of possibilities, hav-
ing instruction in expres-
sive pastel strokes, blend-
ing, slurring, and layering. 
Additionally emerald pastel 
pencils will be provided for 
details. 

All keep their 12 X 18 
pastel painting of their per-
sonalized vivid seahorse. 
Photo references of various 
pastel seahorses are supplied 
for ideas allowing unfath-

omable possibilities. 
Maichack’s own pas-

tel painted seahorses will 
unveil the process. All will 
be entertained by lively 
anecdotes on the mystery of 
seahorses. 

 M a i c h a c k ,  i s  a n 
award-winning artist, twice 
Mass. Cultural Council 
Gold Star Award Program 
nominee, a seasoned pro 
from instructing at the 
Museum of  Fine  Ar ts 
Boston, colleges, to hun-
dreds of libraries. 

Maichack lives in the 
Berkshires and is a portrait-
ist and painter working pri-
marily in pastels. Winner of 
the Award of Merit from the 
Bennington Center for the 
Arts: Impressions of New 
England Show 2003, he also 
was awarded the Savoir-
faire Pastel Award from the 
Great Lakes Pastel Society. 

Maichack was commis-
sioned by Westfield State 
College to paint the pastel 
portrait of the past pres-
ident of Westfield State 
University, Doctor Frederick 
Woodward,  which was 
unveiled at the dedication 
of the Woodward Center; 
and pastel painted dictio-
nary great Charles Merriam, 
unvei led  by  Merr iam-
Webster Co. at Merriam-
Gilbert Library. 

He has been in many 

national juried shows and 
was awarded numerous 
Massachusetts  Cultural 
Council grants. In addition 
to portraiture, his still lifes 
and landscapes are rep-
resented by galleries from 
Kennebunkport, Maine to 
San Francisco, California. 
Maichack is  accepting 
requests to do various com-
missions to do pastel paint-
ings. Visit his web site at 
www.GregoryMaichack.
com. 

Maichack has been a fac-
ulty member of the Museum 
Studio School in the Fine 
Arts Museum Quadrangle 
in Springfield; and taught 
at Holyoke and Greenfield 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l eg e s , 
Westfield State University, 
East  Works,  the MFA, 
Boston, and The Guild, 
Northampton. Maichack’s 
pastel paintings have been 
selected twice for  the 
Annual National Exhibition 
of the Academic Artists 
Association and as a result 
Maichack was invited to be 
a member of this prestigious 
organization.

This project is supported 
in part from a grant from the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is support-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

Gilbertville library hosts painting 
workshop for teens/adults

The Ware River News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send 
information to pouimett@turley.com, or call 
967-3505. Corrections may also be requested 
in writing at:  Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 
80 Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

Van Arsdell graduates 
from UMass Amherst 

 
AMHERST – Approximately 5,000 

students received bachelor’s degrees 
in over 100 majors at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst’s Undergraduate 
Commencement on May 16 at the 
McGuirk Alumni Stadium. 

Sophie Marie Van Arsdell of Hardwick 
received a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst.
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136 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082 

Tel: 413-277-6060

WWW.SNOWSSURFSHACK.COM

AUGUST 14TH 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 

grand
opening
NOW
OPEN
Join Us Today!

 

 
ENROLL TODAY! 
 Enrolling ages 2months - 5years  
 Hours 6:30am - 5:00pm Monday - Friday  
CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE A TOUR! 
 
               Why choose us? 

● Experienced and trained staff 
● Daily progress updates for parents 
● Engaging activities 
● Beautiful new facility  

 
Millyardacademy@gmail.com 
413-277-0193 
Mill Yard Academy  
Located: Ware, Ma 
 

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENTNOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

community

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Fr iends  o f  Mary  Lane 
Hospital organization held an 
update and discussion pertain-
ing to the status of what is 
happening at the former site 
of the hospital, as well as the 
organization’s efforts to pre-
serve healthcare in Ware. 

The discussion, hosted by 
Cynthia Allen Bourcier went 
over the will written by Lewis 
Gilbert in 1919, as well as the 
condition of the Mary Lane 
Hospital site, and what the 
future plans of the foundation 
are.

Lewis Gilbert will
Lewis Gilbert was a land-

owner in Ware in the early 
1900s, and he resided on the 
property that was eventually 
transformed into the hospital 
on South Street. It was thanks 
to him that the building of the 
hospital was possible, as he 
granted $400,000 to be put 
towards providing healthcare 
for the residents of Ware and 

Gilbertville, in particular. 
That sum of money in 

1919 has accrued to be worth 
about $7 million today. 

Before  Gi lber t  d ied , 
he drafted a will which 
explained exactly how his 
property was to be used after 
his death. 

First, he required that the 
hospital forever be known as 
Mary Lane Hospital, in honor 
of his wife. Second, he stip-
ulated that the money he had 
granted was to be used solely 
for building and maintaining 
a hospital, Bourcier said. 

Most importantly, it was 
his wish that the property 
always be used as a hospital, 
she said. 

Bourcier said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital are 
working to preserve the wish-
es of Gilbert, and with demo-
lition of the hospital buildings 
beginning Monday, they are 
shifting their efforts towards 
the future of the property.

Merger and transfer 
of ownership

Before 2016, Mary Lane 

Hospital was independent-
ly owned, and this changed 
starting in 2014 when health-
care organization Baystate 
Health bought out Wing 
Memorial hospital in Palmer. 
Two years later in 2016, 
Baystate Health urged Wing 
and Mary Lane to merge, put-
ting the hospitals in the hands 
of new management, Bourcier 
said. 

While the merger did hap-
pen and both hospitals had the 
name Baystate in their name, 
the procedures in which the 
merger happened were ille-
gal and unethical, accord-
ing to Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital. 

The merger went before 
boards, a board for Mary 
Lane and a board representing 
Wing, but there were no local 
residents on either board, 
when there should have been 
at least two, Bourcier said.

Endowment funds
Tax returns for the Mary 

Lane Hospital ended in 2015, 
as that was the last year 
before the merger. On these 

returns, it showed the restrict-
ed assets of $7 million, which 
are the funds from the grant 
given by Gilbert. 

It also showed unrestrict-
ed funds of about $9.5 mil-
lion in unrestricted funds, 
which Bourcier said seem to 
have disappeared. She said 
the Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital have been working 
tirelessly, searching the Ware 
Library and Hardwick Library 
for any records that might 
show where this sum of close 
to $10 million has gone. 

Bourcier said the organiza-
tion has also asked around for 
records from Baystate Health, 
which have been denied. 

She said what they do 
know is that Bank of America 
is controlling money and 
funds, and allegedly had three 
beneficiaries who got money 
from these endowment funds, 
including the hospital, the 
Ware Library, and the cem-
etery. 

However, Bourcier stated 
that the cemetery and library 
do not recall receiving funds.

What the Friends 
group does

Bourcier said the Friends 
of Mary Lane Hospital are 
commited  to  prov id ing 
healthcare to the citizens of 
Ware and Hardwick. 

She said there are about 
30,000 people in this gener-
al part of the state straddling 
Hampshire and Worcester 
counties, who are in a black 
hole of healthcare, where the 
closest hospitals are in the 
city. Mary Lane Hospital was 
helpful in avoiding this lack 
of healthcare. 

According to Bourcier, the 
current proposal by Baystate 
Health to open a Convenient 
Care site in Ware is not one 
which is helpful to the towns 
and the community. 

Bourcier said the Friends 
of  Mary Lane Hospi ta l 
are also trying to have the 
Communi ty  Founda t ion 
of Western Mass, based in 
Springfield, take over as trust-
ee of the Lewis Gilbert Trust. 

Friends of Mary Lane held discussion at Town House

previous Parks Commission 
meeting about the possibility, 
and likelihood, of connecting 
the septic system of the park 
restroom into that of Church 
Street. The location on the 
exit road was speculated to 
be easier in terms of coordi-
nation, but would be further 
from parking and overall less 
convenient for park-goers to 

access. 
While the location is still 

undecided, the overall con-
sensus within the board was 
that since the planned site is 
so close to the previous one, 
there should be little problem 
in getting approval to build 
there. 

The first step in this will 
be to conduct a perc test, 
which is a test that analyzes 

how well soil is at absorb-
ing water. If the soil is suit-
able for septic systems, it 
would be plausible and legal 
to build the restroom in that 
area. 

The restrooms themselves 
have already been ordered 
and shipped, and it is now 
simply a matter of getting 
the pipes, septic systems, and 
holding tanks implemented.

RESTROOM from page 1

Rep. Berthiaume 
staff announces 
office hours

 
State Rep.  Donnie 

Berthiaume and Chief 
of Staff, Donna, invite 
constituents and town 
officials to meet them 
to express  any concerns, 
ideas or issues that they 
may need assistance with.  

People may call Donna 
at 774-402-4742 if they 
would like a private meet-
ing. 

Office hour schedules 
include on Tuesday, Sept. 
9 town of Ware at the 
Senior Center from 9-9:45 
a.m.; town of Hardwick 
at the Town Hall from 
10-11 a.m.; town of West 
Brookfield, at the Senior 
Center from 11:15 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. and town of 
Brookfield at the Town 
Hall, 12:30 p.m.-1:30 
p.m.; on Wednesday, Sept. 
10 town of Leicester at 
the Center Center from 
9-9:45 a.m.; town of 
Spencer, at Senior Center, 
from 10-11 a.m. with 
Tammy Ruda from Rep. 
Marsi’s Office and town 
of East Brookfield at the 
Senior Center from 11:15 
a.m.-noon; on Thursday, 
Sept. 11 town of Oakham 
at Town Hall from 9-9:45 
a .m . ;  t own  o f  New 
Braintree at the Town 
Hall from 10-10:45 a.m.; 
town of North Brookfield 
Town Hall from 11 a.m.-
noon and on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17 town of Barre 
Senior Center from 9:30-
10:15 a.m. and town of 
Hubbardston at Senior 
Center from 10:30-11:30 
a.m.

WARREN – Boston Light 
Lightkeeper Sally Snowman 
will be at the Warren Public 
Library Thursday, Sept. 4 at 
6:30 p.m.

Join Sally and her hus-
band, Jay Thomson, for 
a presentation on Boston 
Light’s 307 years of histo-
ry and anecdotes of Sally’s 
experiences as a 21st Century 
Keeper.

Boston Light, the first 
established Light Station 

in colonial America, began 
lighting the way for safe 
navigation into the fledging 
maritime port of Boston in 
1716. Its notoriety as the last 
manned Coast Guard Light 
Station in the country came 
to a close with the retirement 
of Sally Snowman, its 70th 
keeper, in 2023.

Please call or email the 
library at 413-436-7690 or 
warrenpubliclibrary@hot-
mail.com to register.

Warren library hosts Boston 
lightkeeper program Sept. 4

HARDWICK – Did you 
miss the Paige Memorial 
Library’s Annual Hardwick 
Fair Book Sale? 

There are still many won-
derful books downstairs 
in the library which need 
homes. There are fiction, 
special interest non-fiction, 
and lovely books for chil-
dren. Stop by Tuesday and 
Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 
Wednesday from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. and Saturday from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Thank you to all the 

Fairy House makers. The 
Annual Hardwick Fair-y 
Village attracted many tiny 
fairies, one human size fairy, 
and many appreciative visi-
tors who made a wish, tied a 
ribbon on the Wishing Tree, 
and left with a glittering tat-
too. 

Peter Schmid’s beautiful 
garden was enhanced by the 
art in the Hardwick Fair-y 
Village. 

The Fairy Houses were 
to be shown for the day, 
then all participants were 

asked to claim them after 
the Fair. There is no room to 
bring them into the library 
because of the book sale and 
so they were all left outside 
for pick up. Please claim 
your beautiful fairy houses.

Wednesday Morning 
Story Hour begins at 11 a.m. 
Come early to play and to 
meet friends.

For more information, 
call 413-477-6704 or email 
Di rec tor.pa ige l ibrary@
gmail.com.

Paige Memorial Library continues book sale
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OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

This time of year I 
always get a few ques-
tions from garden-

ers who wonder what type 
of disease is afflicting 
their treasured holly-
hocks.  

Sadly, it’s affecting 
mine too. Read on for 
more information on 
this malady.

Two years ago I 
planted Hollyhock 
seeds indoors. The 
plants grew wonderful-
ly that first year with 
nice deep green basal foliage.  

Being biennial in nature, 
year two is when they came 
into their glory with incred-
ibly beautiful pink flowers 
on towering six to seven foot 
spikes. Now it’s year three 
– a gift when biennials are 
concerned. 

The plants started out 
fine and then I noticed a few 
raised orange-brown spots on 
the leaves. By season’s end, 
the plants are pale in color 
and covered with the rusty 
orange spots.  

Most of the lower foliage 
has been destroyed and has 
dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suf-
fering from a fungal prob-
lem by the name of rust. It 
first appears as waxy orange 
blisters, known as “pustules” 
on the undersides of the 
lower most foliage.  On the 
surface of the leaves small, 
orange-yellow spots form.  

Hollyhock rust rarely 
kills its host, but it can make 
plants look quite unsightly. 
In a severe infestation like 
mine, premature leaf drop 
occurs.   

Next spring, if I dare to 

grow hollyhocks again, I’ll 
have to do it in a different 
part of my landscape and 
escape any spores that the 

soil is harboring.
The best way to control 

hollyhock rust is to remove 
infected leaves and discard 
them in the trash. The quick-
er you act, the better.  

Other members of the hol-
lyhock family (Malvaeceae) 
are prone to this disease as 
well, so scour your perenni-
al bed for spotted leaves on 
Lavatera and Malva (Tall 
Mallow and Musk Mallow) 
and dispose of them. 

A common weed that goes 
by the name “cheese weed” 
or “cheeses” is also a Malva 
and likewise is susceptible. 
Cut down on the chance 
of infestation next year by 
removing all foliage and 
debris from these plants prior 
to winter. Even go as far as 
to remove the bark mulch 
beneath them to further 
reduce the spore population.    
Proper cultural practices also 
make a difference in combat-
ing hollyhock rust and most 
plant diseases. First, give 
perennials adequate space 
from one another to allow for 
good air flow.  

In the case of holly-
hocks, I’d recommend about 

18 inches. We can’t control 
when and how often it rains, 
but when we supply the 
moisture timing and appli-

cation count. Water 
around the base of 
the plants, without it 
touching the foliage, 
and do so early in the 
morning so that leaves 
have a chance to dry 
before nightfall.  

Apply new bark 
mulch each spring to 
cover spores that may 
be waiting in the soil. 

And lastly, when planting 
new seedlings, locate them 
as far away as possible from 
previously grown plants even 
if they didn’t have a serious 
infestation.

Although I’ve never tried 
this myself, I have read a few 
testimonials from garden-
ers who had luck applying 
corn meal to their soil in an 
effort to control soil borne 
fungal diseases such as rust. 
Reportedly it stimulates ben-
eficial organisms that feed on 
pathogens. Two pounds per 
one hundred square feet is 
recommended.  

Even if it doesn’t work, it 
probably won’t hurt!  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Rust is no joke

Letter to Editor

To the editor:

I am writing to the edi-
tor of the Ware River News 
concerning a misstatement 
made in the article “BOH 
held hearing on grease trap 
regulations” that appeared 
on page 5 of the Aug. 7, 
2025 issue. 

In that article, it was 
stated that “Health Agent 
Matt Fortier said one com-
plaint was brought to his 
attention by the waste-
water superintendent of 
Hardwick, stating that the 
fine of $50 per day of viola-
tion was too lenient.” 

This is incorrect. There 
wa s  n o  “ c o m p l a i n t ” .  
Hardwick’s Wastewater 
superintendent submitted a 
comment on the regulation, 
at Mr. Fortier’s and our 
board’s request.  A review 
of the meeting’s recording 
confirms that Mr. Fortier 
described this as a “com-
ment,” not a complaint. 

The superintendent ren-
dered his opinion that the 

potential fine of up to $50 
per day might be too low 
as, in the event that there 
was a significant violation, 
it would likely cost the 
Town more than $50 a day 
to investigate and address 
such a violation. This was 
only an opinion offered as 
feedback on the proposed 
regulation.

The phrasing in the arti-
cle suggests an adversarial 
stance of the superinten-
dent against businesses in 
Hardwick. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
Our superintendent is a 
conscientious and dedicat-
ed town employee seeking 
only to aid the Board of 
Health in safeguarding the 
wellbeing of our residents 
in conjunction with an 
appropriate and workable 
regulatory environment for 
our businesses.

 John Mott, DDS
Chair

Hardwick 
Board of Health

BOH chair corrects 
information in article

To the editor:

Ware’s Fall Fair takes 
place at the Ware Center 
Meeting House and Museum 
on Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025, 
with a rain date of Sept. 14. 

Please visit our updated 
website: https://warecen-
termeetinghouse.org and 
plan to join us for a fun and 
entertaining day on the lawn 
of the Meeting House on 
Saturday, Sept. 13 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. to enjoy food, 
over 30 craft booths, a silent 
auction, face painter, glitter 
tattoos, tours, our own DJ 
(our own Roy Erickson), a 
fun puppet show at 11 a.m., 

activities for kids in the 
newly created “kid zone” and 
so much more! 

The Knights of Columbus 
are cooking burgers and hot 
dogs, our bake sale is out-
of-this-world, and we’ll have 
the most amazing puppet 
show by Tom Knight. The 
puppet show is funded by 
the Ware Cultural Council a 
local agency, which is fund-
ed by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

There will be more spe-
cial activities for the kids as 
well at every nonprofit table. 
Come join us and help us 
preserve this incredible land-

mark in the Ware community.
 It’s not too late to donate 

to the silent auction or vol-
unteer to help on the day of 
the fair. Send your donation 
to the Proprietors of the Ware 
Center Meeting House, P.O. 
Box 1401,Ware, MA 01082, 
call me at 413-967-7223, or 
email me at llak310@com-
cast.net and I’ll come by to 
pick up your donation in per-
son. The rain date is Sunday, 
Sept. 14. 

Sincerely,		
	

Lynn Lak, clerk 
The Proprietors 

of the Ware Center 
Meeting House

Dear Editor: 

After 20 years, my fam-
ily and I are leaving Ware. 

We leave behind a lov-
ing community; we did our 
best to love it right back. 
Michelle Holmgren of the 
Quaboag Hills Community 
Coalition talked me into 
being their board chair, 
just like Roc Goudreau 
convinced me to chair the 
board for Workshop13 
Cultural Arts and Learning 
Center when it started, and 
I am so glad they did.

Stanley at Ware TV 
supported me and John 
Z i e n o w i c z  a n d  o u r 
Quaboag  Connec t ions 
show. Paula Kularski and 
Darcy Gauthier helped me 
start Under Five Thrive 
and Planned Approach for 
Community Health, and 
joined me when we started 
the first domestic violence 
advocacy and accountabil-

ity programs in the region 
where we worked with 
three of our police chiefs 
and started a national pro-
gram. Tracy Opalinski 
helped envision our E2E on 
Main Street. A bunch of us 
kept working until recovery 
services took root here. 

Sue Lisak cut my fam-
ily’s hair and made us 
always feel a part of every-
thing. Dr. DiLeo kept the 
school standards high while 
my kids attended here. 
Nancy Talbot and Stuart 
Beckley never stop moving 
us all forward. 

I’ll miss our river, our 
park, and our people on 
Church Street, especially 
on Halloween. 

We had it so good here 
with you all, and we knew 
it. 

With gratitude, 

JAC and Jason Patrissi 
Ware

Dear Editor:

The Town of Ware has 
a proud history of citizens 
participating in its gover-
nance, this was clearly on 
display during the recent 
e lect ion for  the  open 
Selectboard seat. 

Even though the polling 
location had to be changed 
just 24 hours before the 
election, more than 800 
voters adapted and made 
their voices heard. 

I am humbled by the 
number of votes I received, 
allowing me to serve as 
your next  Selectboard 
member. Thank you for 
your support. 

I also want to acknowl-
edge Cathy Cascio and 
her  campaign for  the 
Selectboard. She cares 
deeply about Ware, and I 

look forward to continu-
ing to work with her on the 
issues facing us.

Our  fu ture  success 
requires the Selectboard 
to engage with the com-
munity, to have respect-
ful dialogue and to create 
solutions that fit our needs 
and budget. I pledge to 
be a good listener and to 
take the time to learn more 
about your concerns and 
ideas. 

I also encourage all 
Ware voters to consider 
serving on a Town Board or 
Committee.  You can find a 
list of vacancies at https://
townofware.com/board_
committee_seat_openings.
php.

Ken Willette
Selectboard Member

Ware

Attend the Fall Family Fun Fair at the Ware 
Center Meeting House

Newly elected Selectboard 
member thanks voters

Residents say goodbye to 
loving community

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Contact 
Sue Como

(413)
531-9098

www.BuyRiteHome.com

LAND FOR SALE
Belchertown 7.5 acres with twn util. $149,900
Belchertown 4.2 acres with twn util. $99,900
Hampden 6.95 acres $80,000
Hardwick 11+ acres 2 perc $159,900
Monson 63 acres, frtg 2 roads $280,000
New Salem 5.8 acres, perc $94,900

CALL FOR 
DETAILS AND 
LOCATIONS

Land is in demand 
all shapes and sizes. 
Hire a Land Specialist 

like myself to list and sell 
your land parcel.

214 OLD BELCHERTOWN RD., 
WARE - Beautiful log home set 
on 5+ acres near the Quabbin, 
oversized two car garage with 
workshop area.  Open living room 
area, granite counters, lower-
level family rooms, enclosed 
sunroom on the 
front.  $599,999

26 ½ CHERRY ST., SPENCER - 
New Construction colonial nearing 
completion.  Downtown location for 
those who want the conveniences 
nearby.  Finish the walk out lower 
level for more living space.  Three 
bedroom and huge kitchen/dining 
area.  $589,900

HOMES FOR SALE

 OPEN HOUSE SUN., AUGUST 24TH 12-2

WARE – Commercial building 
on over 4 acres.  Multiple garage 
space, multiple office spaces.  
Great rental potential rent to one 
person or split up and rent to a 
few.  So much potential here for 
the price.  $280,000

 OPEN HOUSE THURS., AUGUST 21ST 5-7

Work began to demolish the former emergency depart-
ment of the hospital last week.

An excavator moved a pile of debris.

the stakeholders in the sys-
tem,” Wood said. 

Wood said he would be 
listening and learning about 
the environment and the cul-
ture of Ware Public Schools 
and working with the School 
Committee, families, stu-
dents, community members 
and teachers to create the 
model of education needed 
for the students. 

Wood said current staff-
ing issues experienced by 
schools across the common-
wealth can be addressed by 
creativity, including working 
with graduating students pur-
suing degrees in education 
and encouraging them to 
return to their high school as 
teachers. He also suggested 
finding people with degrees 
in the community to teach 
classes in their area of inter-
est for short term roles.

He said he would also 
look at their current staff and 
see if they have skills that 
could be used to meet areas 
of need, including staffing at 
the high school.

Woods said special educa-
tion is his passion, and he has 
served as a director of special 
education in multiple school 
districts. He said it is import-
ant for the school district to 
work with the state to meet 
the needs of special educa-
tion students.

“We have to be honest 
with ourselves in where we 
have deficits if we have them 
and again, we have to figure 
out where we can celebrate,” 
Wood said. “It takes really 
a team effort when it comes 
to special education. You 
have to have your building 
leadership really understand 
how special education and 
special educators need sup-
port within a school to do the 
work that they need to do…
it’s really about building a 
culture that we support all 
students and that we all have 
special needs in some respect 
and we have to pay attention 
to the individual needs of 
every students…some have 
more.”

Woods said building a 
culture of understanding and 
working toward a growth 
plan will help meet that goal.

“If all kids can be educat-
ed within the town of Ware in 
our public schools, it’s better 
for the community in every 
way,” Woods said. 

Wood said he will bring 
positivity and a growth 
mindset to the interim super-
intendent role. He said this 
includes celebrating the 
schools and accomplish-
ments of the students in the 
community. 

He said his leadership 
style focuses on culture, and 
building a sense of belonging 
with his staff. 

“Today we’re building a 

culture of togetherness and 
problem solving that’s about 
taking a look at the best 
building of a foundation that 
you can have for the school 
district to thrive,” Wood said. 

When it comes to dealing 
with staff discipline, Wood 
said it is important to treat 
people with dignity and 
respect. 

He said a superintendent 
in a small town school dis-
trict needs to be visible and 
be open to talking with peo-
ple and he will always have 
his door open. 

Wood said his first prior-
ity in this role is to identify 
the issues the school district 
is facing. The physical and 
emotional safety of students 
and staff will be the first 
focus.

Other candidates
Other candidates inter-

viewed included Jannell 
Pearson-Campbell, Maureen 
Binienda and Mark Prince.

Pearson-Campbell has 24 
years in education, having 
started as a substitute teacher. 
She said she still remembers 
her first year of teaching and 
stressed the importance of 
teamwork and structure.

Her doctorate focused on 
the placement of minority 
students in special education 
without having processes. 
She had previously served as 
an interim superintendent in 
Northampton Public Schools.

Binienda was the long-
standing superintendent of 
Worcester Public Schools 
before her retirement and 
has most recently served as 
interim superintendent at 
Quaboag Regional School 
District and Easthampton 
Public Schools. She is also 
a member of the Worcester 
School Committee.

She said this would be her 
50th year in public educa-
tion.

Prince has served as 
assistant superintendent 
o f  Framingham Publ ic 
Schools, and as superin-
tendent in South Kingston, 
Rhode Island. He currently 
works as an education spe-
cialist for the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. 

Discussion by School 
Committee

The School Committee 
members discussed the mer-
its of each candidates and 
narrowed their decision to 
Wood and Binienda. 

School Committee mem-
ber Melissa Whitham said 
she wanted the interim super-
intendent to be pragmatic 
and logical, and that both 
candidates have those qual-
ities. 

School Committee Chair 
Brian Winslow said Binienda 
is also familiar with the 
issues the school district is 
facing. Whitham said Wood 

was personable and direct 
with his answers to their 
questions.

Whitham said Binienda’s 
experience in education is 
“unrivaled,” and described 
Wood as being “charismatic.” 
Both candidates came highly 
recommended by their refer-
ences. 

“I guess it kind of comes 
down to experience versus a 
little more charismatic, I sup-
pose,” Whitham said.

School Committee mem-
ber Aaron Sawabi said Wood 
was articulate and had an 
understanding about the 
importance of culture. He 
said Wood was confident in 
his budget building skills. 

“He definitely seemed to 
be a very strong people per-
son,” Sawabi said. “I think 
we need that.”

The School Committee 
members agreed that if Wood 
accepted the interim super-
intendent role, he would no 
longer be able to work as a 
consultant for TMS, Inc., 
which is also the school dis-
trict’s business management 
firm. 

Winslow said both Wood 
and Binienda are ful ly 
licensed to be superintendent.

The committee mem-
bers voted unanimously to 
appoint Wood as interim 
superintendent. 

SUPT. from page 1

Demolition of Mary Lane Hospital

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Baystate Health officials said they plan to preserve the Wetherby Building, the old-
est building on the Mary Lane Hospital campus.

Windows have been removed from 
the Wetherby Building.

Piles of demolition debris are shown 
outside of the former emergency 
department.

B E L C H E R T O W N 
– The Quabbin Photo 
Group invites the pub-
lic to an inspiring evening 
on Monday, Aug. 25, at 7 
p.m. at the Belchertown 
Recreation Department, 66 
State St., that will feature 
retired Belchertown educa-
tor and environmental advo-
cate Louise Levy.

Levy is well known in 
the community as one 
of the visionaries behind 
the creation of the Lake 
Wallace Recreational Area 
(www.belchertown.org/
lakewallace), a scenic spot 
tucked away in the heart of 
Belchertown. During her 
career as an educator, she 
brought countless students 
into the outdoors, using 
hands-on ecology lessons to 
help them connect with the 
natural world. 

Today, as a leader of the 
Friends of Lake Wallace, 
she continues to champion 
its environmental and edu-
cational importance.

At this special program, 
Levy will share her exten-
sive knowledge of the lake 
– its history, its diverse 
plant and animal life, and 
why it’s such a treasure for 
photographers and nature 
lovers alike. Following 
her talk, members of the 
Quabbin Photo Group will 
present a showcase of their 
favorite landscape and wild-
life images taken at Lake 
Wallace,  revealing the 

area’s beauty through the 
eyes of skilled local photog-
raphers.

Adding to the evening’s 
appeal, the lake itself is 
located directly behind 
the meeting venue, giving 
attendees the opportunity to 
step outside and explore the 
area for themselves after the 
presentation.

Founded by renowned 
nature photographer Les 
Campbell, the Quabbin 
Photo Group was created to 
celebrate the natural beauty 
of the Quabbin Region. 

The group holds month-
ly meetings open to the 
public, offering education-
al programs, guest speak-
ers, and opportunities for 
photographers of all lev-
els to share their work. 
Membership helps support 
QPG’s mission of fostering 
appreciation for the region’s 
landscapes and wildlife.

This free event wel-
comes everyone, wheth-
er you’re an experienced 
photographer, a casual 
nature enthusiast, or sim-
ply curious about one of 
Belchertown’s hidden gems.

For more information 
about the program, contact 
Program Chair Ed Comeau 
at ecomeau@comeaupho-
tography.com. To learn 
more about the Quabbin 
Photo Group, reach out to 
President Mark Lindhult at 
mlindhult@gmail.com.

Explore Lake Wallace with 
the Quabbin Photo Group

Friends of 
Ware Senior 
Center 
announce 
fundraisers

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Senior Center 
will be offering a raffle 
of a Philips 65-inch flat 
screen TV, (4K UHD), 
with tickets available 
at the Thrift Store in the 
Ware Senior Center, 1 
Robbins Road, Monday 
through Friday from 9 
a.m.-noon. 

Raffle tickets are $5 
per ticket and the drawing 
will be held on Dec. 15.

The Friends are also 
selling their lotto calen-
dars now until Oct. 31. 
Tickets are $10 per lotto 
calendar and people have 
a chance to win every day 
in November. 

Lotto calendars can 
be acquired at the Ware 
Senior Center, Nat Falk, 
Crystal Springs, Ware 
Library and the Ware 
branch of  the North 
Brookfield Savings Bank. 
Ticket stubs and payment 
need to be placed in the 
drop off box at the Ware 
Senior Center.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, August 23rd
8pm-11pm

Zeb Tunes

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 6th

7pm-11pm

Pure Country

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All WelcomeSaturday Nights 

also if no band

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

lb
$299

$269
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/21/25-8/27/258/21/25-8/27/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

WHOLE COOKED
CRAWFISH 3 LB BAG ...........................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM, KEY LIME,
LEMON MERINGUE PIES 23-30 OZ 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$219
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. BONELESS HATFIELD 
HARDWOOD SMOKED HAM STEAK .. lb

lb
$299

$199

lb
$149

$239

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$589
lb

lb

$1179
lb

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library hosted a fun 
art workshop this past week 
featuring watercolors. 

L o c a l  a r t i s t , 
FaegasiAurora, or Faye, 
returned to the library to 
show guests of all ages how 
to create watercolor paint-
ing techniques with the use 
of crayons. Faye provid-
ed all the materials as the 
workshop took place in the 
upstairs room of the library. 

The watercolor workshop 
had a good turnout with both 
kids and adults excited to 
create some art. In the center 
of the table, Faye presented 
samples of her artwork to 
give the kids some inspira-
tion. 

Faye’s work was inspired 
by an artist she came across 
on Facebook. The artist, 
Andrea Nelson, demonstrates 
different art styles that Faye 
wanted to try. 

Faye kept a journal of 
some of her work to share. 
The local artists also shared 
two different  watercol-
or styles to show the kids 
and have them try. The first 
watercolor style is using 
plain water and then adding 
color. The next style is hav-
ing color on the paintbrush 

and immediately placing on 
the dry paper. 

The use of the white cray-
on is to draw on blank paper 
first. The lines from the cray-
on appear more once kids 
begin to add watercolor. 

“A simpler style for all 
ages and all skill levels,” 
Faye said. 

Both kids and adults 
were getting into the spirit 
of watercolor art. Shana was 

one of the parents who dec-
orated a beautiful rose water-
color. Adia was one of the 
kids who created a watercol-
or of a cat. 

Faye went around the 
room to hand out more 
sheets of paper in case the 
kids wanted to make more 
than one watercolor painting. 
The kids expressed interest 
in doing more art classes like 
watercolor art in the future. 

This news gave Faye the idea 
of having more art classes at 
the Warren Public Library. 

Visit the Warren Public 
Library at 934 Main St in 
Warren. More information 
can be found at warrenpub-
liclibrary.com. The library 
will be holding their annual 
book sale on Saturday, Sept. 
6 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Watercolor art created at Warren library

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The Warren Public Library had a great turnout of kids and adults creating some watercol-
or art with local artist FaegasiAurora. 

Roses in the form of watercolor made 
by Shana.

Faye’s tree in the form of watercolor. An adorable watercolor of a cat and 
heart created by Adia.

warren

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library, 934 Main 
St., will hold its Annual 
Book Sale on Saturday, 
Sept. 6, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Stop by and grab some 

bargains.  Hundreds of 
books, DVDs, audiobooks 
and CDs will be for sale on 
the Warren Public Library 
front lawn. 

WARREN – The Warren 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
is seeking two residents of 
Warren who would like to 
serve on the board.

The ZBA is a five-mem-
ber board that hears and 
considers petitions for 
Zoning Variances  and 

appeals of decisions of the 
Building Inspector.

Residents who would 
like to serve the town in 
this capacity should send 
a Letter of Interest to the 
Board of Selectmen, P.O. 
Box 609, Warren, MA 
01083-0609.

ZBA seeks two residents 
to serve on board

Book Sale to be held on Sept. 6

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— The Lake Wickaboag 
Preservation Association 
will host its 8th annual 
Poker Run on Saturday, 
Aug. 23 from 2-5 p.m.; 
in case of rain, the event 
will be held the following 
Saturday, Aug. 30, also 
from 2-5 p.m.  

The event is a fun way 
to get out and spend time 
with friends while enjoy-
ing the wonders of Lake 
Wickaboag. 

The LWPA Poker Run 
has little to do with poker 
beyond using poker hand 
rankings to score the game. 
To play, players simply 
need a scoresheet and a 
winning attitude.

On the day of the Poker 
Run, for a $20 donation 
to the LWPA, players can 
purchase a scoresheet at 
any of the five dealer pon-
toon boats marked with red 
flags. With scoresheet in 
hand, players can then take 
a leisurely cruise or paddle 
to each of the dealer boats 
in any order they choose to 
be dealt one card. 

To improve their chanc-
es of a winning hand, play-
ers can purchase an extra 
card at any one of the deal-
er boats for an additional 
$10. Dealers will mark 
the cards dealt on players’ 
scoresheets. For final hands 
to be counted and scored, 
players must turn in their 
scoresheets to any dealer 
boat no later than 5 p.m. 

LWPA volunteers will 
tabulate and score all score-
sheets, and the winner of 
the game will be the player 
who has the best five-card 
poker hand at the end of 
the event. Second and third 
place winners will also be 
determined by their hands. 

W i n n e r s  w i l l  b e 
announced at 7 p.m. at 
the Lake Wickaboag Boat 
Club, or contacted by 
phone. Players must be 
sure their name and phone 
number are clearly printed 
on their scoresheet.

For more information 
and updates, please visit 
the LWPA website at lake-
wickaboag.com, or visit 
their Facebook page.

LWPA hosts 8th Annual 
Poker Run on Aug. 23

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WARE RIVER NEWS 
ONLINE AT: WARERIVERNEWS.TURLEY.COM
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Have you experienced 
a housing need? 
Share your story online or in person 
We want to address housing needs in our region with storytelling! If you
have a story to share about your current housing situation, challenges with
finding housing, or being unhoused, we want to hear your story.  Housing
stories will be used to build awareness about the housing challenges in the
region to bring further change. Stories will be collected through an online form
or video interview. Photos or videos will be used 
with permission, or you may ask to remain 
anonymous. Submit stories through an 

online form (scan QR code 
or go to:

https://tinyurl.com/HQHousingStory)
or a 

recorded interview. You have the
option of being anonymous for

either format.

 $50 compensation 
for those who share online or
$100 for recorded interviews

For any questions,
please contact Nisha Humayun at

nhumayun@townofware.com
or (413) 207-7698

WARE – The seventh annu-
al juried Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition opens on Saturday, 
Aug. 23 with a reception from 1-4 
p.m.

Awards will be announced at 
3 p.m., including a $1,000 Best 
in Show Award. This annual 
exhibition of realism is held in 
the unique Grand Hall gallery of 
Workshop13, a non-profit cultural 
arts and learning center located at 
13 Church St.

The 7th Annual Northeast Fine 
Arts Exhibition will be on dis-
play from Aug. 23 to Sept. 7 and 
can be visited on Fridays from 4-7 
p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. This year’s exhibi-
tion gathers more than 100 works 
by artists throughout the north-
eastern U.S.

The juror for the 7th annual 
NEFAE is David Gray. Gray’s 
award-winning works have been 
covered by major art publica-
tions including Southwest Art, 
Art of the West, and American 
Art Collector. His signature style 
reveals a personal and contem-
porary expression of beauty 
and order which pays homage 
to Western European Classical 
Tradition in its craftsmanship.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 Cultural Arts 

and Learning Center is a rural 
non-profit arts innovator located 
in Ware, and devoted to increas-
ing the appreciation and acces-
sibility of the arts, strengthening 
the creative life of our communi-
ty through instruction, collabora-
tions, and arts-based initiatives.

Submitted Photos
This photo was taken from the opening reception of the 6th annual Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition.

Workshop13 presents 7th Annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition

“Yet We Sleep, We Dream” by Eliza Moser was 
the Best in Show award-winner from the 6th 
annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition.
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95% of customers who have completed a Home Energy Assessment 
would recommend it to a friend or family member.

An energy-efficient  
home is within sight. 
Improve the comfort and efficiency of your home with a Home Energy 
Assessment. It’s just one of the many ways we’re here for your home.

 ‧ An Energy Specialist will find areas where your home may be losing 
energy, especially during hotter and colder months.

 ‧ The Energy Specialist can install energy-saving products at no cost.

 ‧ You can also receive information on offers to weatherize your home and 
rebates on qualifying energy-efficient equipment and appliances.

Start with a Home Energy Assessment today.
Visit ngrid.com/assessment
or call 1-866-527-SAVE (7283)

WARE – Community 
members were eager to expe-
rience the newly opened 
Snows Surf Shack locat-
ed at 136 Pleasant St. last 
Thursday with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony.

Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot and Town Manager 
Stuart Beckley welcomed 
restaurant owners Andy 
and Kristin Norton back to 
town and congratulated 
them on their newest ven-
ture. Members of the Ware 
Business & Civic Association 
and Beyond were also on 
hand to celebrate the occa-
sion. 

Previously, the Nortons 

had owned and operated 
Wicked Wings at the same 
location.

“It’s been a labor of 
love,” Kristin Norton said of 
the opening of Snows Surf 
Shack, which she said pays 
homage to the restaurant’s 
past as a seafood restaurant 
across from Snows Pond. 

“We hope that you love it 
as much as we do,” she said. 
“We appreciate all of your 
support and love.”

Talbot said she knows the 
Nortons have put in a lot of 
time and work to open Snows 
Surf Shack and she thanked 
them for choosing Ware to 
open their restaurant in. 

Snows Surf Shack 
held grand opening

Staff, family, town and state officials 
and community members celebrated the 

long-awaited opening of Snows Surf Shack.

Booth seating provides a comfortable spot for guests to 
enjoy their meals.

High-top tables are surrounded by a beach theme that is in line 
with the menu at Snows Surf Shack.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Snows Surf Shack has a fun surfer-inspired décor.

A surfboard hangs about the 
doorway in Snows Surf Shack.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—The boys’ 
baske tba l l  t eams  f rom 
Quabbin Regional, Quaboag 
Regional, and Ware High 
School were the top three 
seeds in the Auburn Summer 
League playoffs. None of 
them advanced to the cham-
pionship game.

The Quabbin Panthers 

and the Quaboag Cougars 
finished the regular season 
tied for first place with 8-1 
records. Quaboag earned the 
top seed and Quabbin was 
the second seed in the play-
offs due to a tiebreaker.

Ware, who finished in 
third place, lost to fifth-seed-
ed Killingly High School in 
the semifinals.

A f t e r  d e f e a t i n g 
e igh th - s eeded  Tahan to 
Regional in the quarterfinals, 
Quabbin was also upset by 

10th-seeded Grafton, 50-38 
in the other semifinal game 
held inside the air-condi-
tioned Auburn High School 
gymnasium, last Wednesday 
night.

I’m very proud of my 
players, but we could’ve 
played a little better in 
t o n i g h t ’s  g a m e ,”  s a i d 
Quabbin summer league 
coach Alan Crane. “This is 
a very disappointing loss for 
us.”

Grafton, who only won 
three games during the sum-
mer league regular season, 
didn’t have very much trou-
ble beating Quaboag in the 
quarterfinals.

Just like they did against 
Quaboag, Grafton managed 
to put together a run early in 
the first half and took control 
of the semifinal game.

Making a comeback in the 
Auburn Summer League is 
a little bit difficult because 
each half is twenty minutes 
running time. The only time 
that the clock stops is during 
the final two minutes of each 
half.

“It’s always tough when 
you fall behind in this league 
because the clock never 
stops,” Crane said. “It’s the 
same situation with our AAU 
games.”

One of Quabbin’s leading 
scorers during the Auburn 
League regular season was 
Jacoby Dilling. He didn’t 
play in either playoff game.

Brady Patchen picked 
up the slack offensive-

ly for Quabbin. He scored 
a team-leading 14 points 
against Grafton.

“We were missing Jacoby 
tonight,” Patchen said. “He 
would’ve been a big help for 
us, especially offensively. He 
also plays with a lot of ener-
gy defensively. We still had 
a very good season in this 
league. We’re hoping to carry 
it over to the high school bas-
ketball season.”

Anthony Quar terone, 
who’ll most likely be the 
only senior listed on the 
Panthers varsity roster this 
winter, also didn’t play in the 
semifinal loss.

Aiden  Crane  missed 
reaching  double  d ig i t s 
against Grafton, as he fin-

Indians, Panthers summer Indians, Panthers summer 
season ends in semifinalsseason ends in semifinals

Brady 
Guimond 

tries to 
weave 

around the 
opposition

Brodie Koczur 
eyes a long three.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jack Gaudreau lifts a shot.

Brady Patchen fakes with the ball.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN—The only 
reason why the Quaboag 
Regional boys’ basketball 
team participated in this 
year’s Auburn Summer 
League  was  because 
Oxford  High  School 
dropped out right before 
the season started.

With only seven play-
ers listed on their roster, 
Quaboag won eight games 
during the summer league 
regular season.

The Cougars (8-1), 
whose only loss came 
against Leicester in the 
regular season finale, fin-
ished tied for first place 
with Quabbin Regional. 
They entered the playoffs 
as the top-seeded team due 
to a tiebreaker. 

After earning a first 
round bye, Quaboag fell 
behind early in the open-
ing half and suffered a 
48-41 loss to 10th-seed-
ed Grafton in the quarter-
finals, which were held 
inside the Auburn High 
School gymnasium on 
August 4. 

“This was a very tough 
game for us all around,” 

Cougars 
summer 
season 
ends with 
playoff loss

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After being 
forced to play the final 20 
minutes of regulation with 
only ten players, the chances 
of winning the Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League 
men’s championship title for 
the second consecutive year 
didn’t looking very promis-
ing for third-seeded Villa FC.

The defending champions, 
who were trailing 1-0, man-
aged to tie the match against 
top-seeded Cap & Hitch of 
New England with less than a 
minute remaining in the sec-
ond half.

The score remained tied 

Short-handed Villa FC captures PVSSL Men’s Championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Bill Crowther 
has been coaching soccer at 
the youth level for more than 
20 years.

Crowther, who coached 
the boys’  junior  varsi-
ty soccer team at Quabbin 
Regional last year, was 
recent ly  named as  the 
Panthers new varsity soccer 
coach by Athletic Director 
Mark Miville.

“When my two sons 
(James + Lee) played soccer 
at Quabbin, I was an assistant 
coach for the varsity team,” 
Crowther said. “I coached the 
j.v. team last year, but I’ve 
never been a varsity head 
coach before. I’m really 

looking forward to it.”
Crowther takes over the 

reins from Ryan Wine, who 
stepped down at the end of 
last season due to personal 
reasons.

“I decided to comeback 
last year because I thought it 
would be a lot of fun coach-
ing the j.v team. I also assist-
ed Ryan with the varsity 
team,” Crowther said. “We 
worked very closely together. 
After I was named as the var-
sity coach, Ryan sent me a 
nice note. It has been a seam-
less transition so far.”

Wine, who graduated 
from Quabbin in 2013, had 
been the boys’ varsity soccer 
coach at his alma mater since 
2022.

Quabbin finished the 2024 

campaign with a 4-12-2 over-
all record. Their first win of 
the season was a 1-0 home 
shutout against Tahanto 
Regional on September 12. 

Wine didn’t coach that 
game, so Crowther picked up 
his first career varsity win on 
that afternoon.

I’ve already won my first 
varsity game,” said Crowther, 
who grew up in Bedford. 
“I filled in for Ryan for our 
home game last year against 
Tahanto, which we won. We 
also beat Tahanto in the sec-
ond meeting.”

The Panthers j.v soccer 
team was made up of mostly 
eighth graders last year.

“The j.v. team was very 
young, but we did win a cou-
ple of games,” Crowther said. 

“We played well against the 
teams who were a little bit 
older than us.”

According to Crowther, 
about 70 players were signed 
up to try out for the middle 
school, junior varsity, and 
varsity soccer teams. The 
first official practice of the 
fall season took place on 
August 18. 

“I’m very optimistic,” 
Crowther said. “The return-
ing varsity players are a year 
older. They’re also bigger, 
stronger, and faster. I’m hop-
ing that we can take a step 
forward and finish the regu-
lar season with an above .500 
record.”

Collin Lindley, who’s the 
only senior listed on the var-
sity roster, is a returning cap-

tain. 
“Collin is going to be 

our starting center back,” 
Crowther said. “He’s a very 
hard worker and is team ori-
ented. He’s a leader by exam-
ple.”

T h e  o t h e r  Pa n t h e r s 
co-captain is junior Owen 
Twarog, who’s a midfielder.

Twarog, along with junior 
Jacoby Dilling, were the 
Panthers leading goal scor-
er’s last season. 

Quabbin, who are mem-
bers  of  the  Mid-Wach 
League, is scheduled to 
open the 2025 regular sea-
son with a non-league home 
match against the Uxbridge 

Crowther takes helm of Quabbin boys soccer

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Villa FC captured the PVSSL Men’s Championship earlier this month.

Evan Sherbloom looks for 
an opening to drive to the 
hoop.

Please see INDIANS, 
page 10

Please see SOCCER, 
page 10

Please see MEN’S, page 10
Please see COUGARS, 

page 14
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McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

ished the game with nine 
points. Lucas Gaspar, who’s 
entering the eighth grade, 
chipped in with seven points. 

A Patchen put-back hoop 
gave Quabbin a 6-5 advan-
tage five minutes into the 
opening half.

It turned out to be their 
final lead of the entire game, 
as Grafton scored nine unan-
swered points.

A reverse  lay-up by 
Grafton’s Jackson DiFiore 
gave his team 14-6 lead with 
9:45 remaining in the half.

Quabbin tried to stay 
within striking distance, but 
they were trailing 25-17 at 
halftime.

Grafton managed to build 
a double digit lead early in 
the second half.

A 3-pointer by Quabbin’s 
Collin LeClair closed the gap 
to 37-31 with six minutes left 
in regulation.

Following a LeClair lay-
up, Patchen was fouled while 
making an inside hoop. He 
added the bonus free throw, 
which made the score 44-36 
with a little more than three 
minutes left.

Grafton would put togeth-
er a 6-2 run down the stretch 
and advanced into the sum-
mer league finals for the sec-
ond consecutive year.   

Since Grafton is joining 
the Mid-Wach League this 
year, the two basketball 
teams most likely will be fac-
ing each other again this win-
ter. The Quabbin players will 
be looking for some revenge 
in that game. 

Spartans on September 2.
When the two teams 

faced each other at Alumni 
Field last October, the 
Panthers pulled out a 1-0 
victory. 

“We played a very good 
game against Uxbridge last 
year,” Crowther said. “The 
varsity team finished the 
season strongly. I’m hop-
ing it carries over into this 
season. The players are very 
excited” 

The Panthers also beat 

Saint Paul Diocesan Jr/Sr 
High School of Worcester, 
3-1, before tying Monty 
Tech,2-2, in the regular sea-
son finale.

The Panthers will be 
playing two games each 
against Mid-Wach rivals 
Tahanto, West Boylston, 
Gardner, and Clinton this 
fall.

“The Mid-Wach league 
was realigned during the 
offseason. Our schedule 
at least on paper isn’t as 
strong as it was last year,” 
Crowther said. “I think we’ll 

be playing a few more com-
petitive games this year. 
Every game is important to 
me.”

The new Panthers junior 
varsity soccer coach is 
Jeremey Rivard, who pre-
viously coached the middle 
school soccer team.

Ryan White will be the 
head coach of the middle 
school team.

Jesse Twarog will be 
assisting Crowther with the 
varsity team.

INDIANS from page 9

SOCCER from page 9

during the two 10-minute 
overtime periods. 

During the ninth round 
of the penalty shootout, 
Villa goalie Lucas Morales-
Fernandez made an out-
standing diving save giv-
ing his team an exciting 
1-1 (9-8 PK’s) win over 
Cap & Hitch at Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow earlier 
this month.

“This is our second 
championship in a year, 
and it feels excellent,” 
said Villa player/ coach 
Mike Lima following the 
match, which lasted more 
than two hours. “We’re 
one of the better teams in 
this league, so everybody 
always wants to be beat 
us. We were trailing late in 
second half, but we were 
able to battle back.”

Lima,  who shared 
the coaching duties with 
Ruben Sousa, is one of 
the Villa FC players who 
graduated from Ludlow 
High School.  

T h e  o t h e r  f o r m e r 
Ludlow High School 
soccer players listed on the 
Villa FC roster are Kyle 
Tomas, who received a red 
card during the 60th minute, 
Brandon McCarthy and Enzo 
Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, who 
plays their home matches 
at Minnechaug Regional, 
defeated Lusitano White in 
the men’s finals. They also 
took home the championship 
trophy in 2017 with a 3-2 
win over Pros Malaca.

Anthony  Bas i le  was 
selected as this year’s MVP 
award winner. He was also 
the M.V.P. of the 2017 cham-
pionship match.

“This is  a very spe-
cial team with a lot of 
very special players,” said 
Basile, who’s from East 
Longmeadow. “I’m very 
happy that I’m still able to be 
a part of it.”

 Villa FC, who finished 
the regular season with a 
9-1-2 record, advanced into 
this year’s finals after defeat-
ing sixth-seeded STCC Alum 
in a penalty shootout in the 
quarterfinals, and Lusitano 
Red, 6-2, in the semifinals.

Cap & Hitch  (11-1) 
joined the prestigious sum-

mer league a year ago. They 
dispatched eighth-seeded 
Empower Health, 5-0, in the 
quarterfinals and the White’s 
6-2 in the semifinals.

“This was just an unbe-
lievable match by both 

teams. It’s tough that some-
one had to lose,” said Cap 
& Hitch head coach Bennett 
Walsh. “I’ve never been 
involved in a match where 
they were 18 shots in the 
penalty shootout. I’m very 
proud of my guys.”

Both teams had chances to 
take the lead during the first 
half, which was 40 minutes 
long.

Cap & Hitch had the first 
opportunity during the 26th 
minute.

Ethan Czaporowski, who 
played soccer at Belchertown 
High School, weaved around 
a couple of defenders inside 
the box before firing a shot 
that deflected off the cross-
bar.

A n o t h e r  f o r m e r 
Belchertown player listed 
on the Cap & Hitch roster is 
Shay O’Neill, who’s father, 
Devin, is the longtime men’s 
soccer coach at Western New 
England University. 

A minute later, Gabriel 
Ganzer, who plays for Villa, 
had a breakaway opportunity, 
but his shot attempt bounced 
off the left post.

Ganzer,  who’s a for-
mer member of the Western 

Mass. Pioneers, recorded a 
hat-trick in last year’s finals. 
He was also selected as the 
2024 MVP winner.

This year’s championship 
match was still scoreless at 
the half.

Cap & Hitch was 
given a penalty shot by 
referee Fabio Cardoso 
following a foul in the 
box twenty minutes 
into the second half.

K a m e r  N u h i u , 
who graduated from 
Agawam High School, 
stepped up to the line 
and fired a shot into 
the net past Morales-
Fernandez.

D u r i n g  t h a t 
sequence,  Cardoso 
gave Tomas a red card 
leaving Villa with only 
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued 
to issue yellow cards 
like they were parking 
tickets, which kept the 
match from getting out 
of control.

Basile tied the score 
at 1-1 after putting a 
shot into the net past 
goalie Alberto Truoiolo 

with only a couple seconds 
remaining in regulation.

“I just saw an opportuni-
ty,” he said. “I just swung my 
foot and watched the ball roll 
to the back of the net. It just 
felt great.” 

At the end of the sec-
ond overtime period, Bryant 
Keeney had a chance to be 
the hero for Villa, but his 
line-drive shot hooked wide.

The nine Vil la play-
ers that made PK’s during 
the shootout were Andre 
Morrison, Joao Miranda, 
Shane  Sewel l ,  Andrew 
Ortiz, Quin Serafino, Mason 
P e r h a m ,  M i ke  Wi l l i s , 
McCarthy, and Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made 
by the Cap & Hitch play-
ers were Simba Pelletier, 
Bennett Walsh Jr.,  John 
Senn-McNally,  Dominic 
Cirelli, Connor Weslocki, 
Czaporowski, O’Neill, and 
Nuhiu.

Morales-Fernandez finally 
ended the match by making 
a save on a shot attempt by 
Nathan Sanchez. 

It was another memorable 
summer for the members of 
Villa FC.

 

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Aiden Crane starts his way down the court after a 
rebound.

Dalton Marquis receives a pass.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition
EAST BROOKFIELD 

– The Thursday Mixed 
Summer League at Bogey 
Lanes has come to an end. 

After 14 weeks of league 
candlepin bowling, the team 
of Dave Sanborn, Tammy 
Butler, Steve Burritt, and 
Keith Butler finished in first 
place with a record of 75-37. 
Finishing in second place 
just one point shy is the team 
of Karen Olszta, Jackson 
Loomer,  Nate Fontaine 
and Aaron Fontaine (Team 
Seven) with a record of 
74-38. The team broke the tie 
with Team Five due to having 
the highest pinfall during the 
summer league. 

The team of Phil Clough, 
Aaron Halbedel,  Shawn 
Rackus, and Jordan Waugh 
(Team Five) finished in third 
place with a record of 74-38. 
The Kolb Krew finished in 
fourth place with a record of 
68-44. 

In the final week, Mix 
Ups bowled against the Polar 
Rollers. In game one, Mix 
Ups won by a score of 446-
429. Patrick Capri of Mix 
Ups began the match with a 
109 to help his team get the 
victory. 

In game two, Mix Ups 
won again by a score of 428-
423. In game three, Mix Ups 
won with a sweep over Polar 
Rollers, 450-408. Mix Ups 
finished in seventh place with 
a record of 48-64. The final 
score was 1324-1260 in favor 
of Mix Ups. 

Te a m  N i n e  b ow l e d 
against Team Five in the final 
week. In game one, Team 
Five defeated Team Nine 
by a score of 448-441. Phil 
Clough of Team Five began 
the match with a 116. 

In game two, Team Five 
won again by a score of 477-
444. Aaron Halbedel of Team 
Five bowled a 119 and his 
teammate Shawn Rackus 
bowled a 117. In game three, 
Team Five won to sweep 
Team Nine by a score of 456-
438. Rackus finished strong 
with a 120. 

The final score was 1381-
1323 in favor of Team Five. 
The individual high series 
of the match was bowled by 
Aaron Halbedel with a 330. 

The Kolb Krew bowled 
against The Bowl Busters 
in the final week. In game 
one, Bowl Busters won by 
a score of 426-409. In game 
two, Kolb Krew bounced 
back and won 444-413. Drew 
Kolb bowled a 108 to get the 
victory for his team. 

In game three, Kolb Krew 
won again by a score of 429-
419. The final score was 
1282-1258 in favor of Kolb 
Krew, who finished in fourth 
place in the summer league 
on Thursday nights. 

The soon to be crowned 
champions, The Furs, bowled 
against Glen Echo Rollers. In 
game one, The Furs won by 
a score of 464-401. In game 
two, The Furs won again by 
a score of 467-407. In game 
three, The Furs concluded 
the league by winning the 
last game, 453-423. 

Fall leagues will be start-
ing in September at Bogey 
Lanes.

MEN’S from page 9

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdog-
photos.com

Anthony Basile, an Agawam High 
School graduate, poses with the tro-
phy and league co-president Dianna 
Kolodziey.

Candlepin League News
Fol lowing up on the 

resounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 adult baseball league 
will hold its second Fall 
League this September and 
October.

Seeking to create a simi-
lar competition environment 
to its spring/summer league, 
Quabbin Valley, with contri-
butions from the Valley Wheel 
Over-28 Baseball League, cre-
ated a four-team fall league 
last year featuring the Braves, 
Dodgers,  Cardinals,  and 
Twins.

Those same four teams are 
set to return and each team 
tends to have openings on 
them. Additionally, the league 
is open to welcoming more 
teams in to the league if it 
finds enough interest.

The league is looking for at 
least one full team to join the 
league. If you play in an adult 
league in the region and have 
most of your team compris-
ing of players over the age of 
28 and would like to enter the 
league, please get in touch as 
soon as possible. The league is 

looking to finalize its schedule 
by Aug. 25.

While the fall  league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly feature 
Sunday morning games played 
with wood-bat only, which is 
customary for fall baseball. 
There could be some Saturday 
games added to the schedule 
depending on the completion 
of the spring/summer season 
as well as to makeup rainouts, 
potentially. Games are nine-in-
nings long and there is a small 
playoff and championship held 
at the end of the season. Last 
year’s fall season was eight 
games and that is the goal for 
this year. Free and low-cost 
fields are used as well as just 

one umpire in an effort to keep 
the costs lower for players. 
The cost to play will likely 
range from $40 to $60 for the 
eight-game schedule. Players 
from outside the Quabbin 
League may also pay a small 
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to express 
interest in the league, you can 
email the coordinators of the 
league at either GScibelli22@
yahoo.com or ikhandfield@
gmail.com.

Schedule and team place-
ment for unaffiliated players 
will be finalized in mid-to-late 
August. Please join in the fun 
this fall.

More teams wanted for Quabbin league

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in 
our publications on a week-
ly basis. Please follow and 

share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be fea-
turing photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper 
or picking up a copy in your 
community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
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The first day of the fair 
begins with an opening cer-
emony near the flagpole of 
the Town Common. William 
Cole sang the National 
Anthem as the flag was hoist-
ed. 

Every year the fair has a 
special dedication ceremony 
where the fair is dedicated to 
one person in the communi-
ty. President of the Hardwick 
Fair Association Fay Butler 
made the special announce-
ments and said the board 
wanted to acknowledge Billy 
Ward, Sr. for his dedication 
to the Hardwick Community 
Fair. 

Joining in the celebra-
tion was state Rep. Donnie 
B e r t h i a u m e  a n d  s t a t e 
Sen. Peter Durant. Both 
Berthiaume and Durant pre-
sented the citations from the 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate to Ward and 
recognized him for his many 
years of unwavering dedica-
tion to the fair. Ward didn’t 
remember the exact number 
of years he has been involved 
with the fair, but he estimates 
its been over 50 years. 

When asked what this 
dedication meant to him, 
Ward said it means “more 
than I can explain.” What 
makes this year’s fair even 
more special for Ward was 
“seeing my children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren all participating.” 

Ward is known for start-
ing the chainsaw and timber 
contest that takes place every 
year during the fair. The con-
test has been around for over 
25 years. Ward’s son has now 
been running the competi-
tion for many years and said 
his grandson will be taking 
over the responsibilities of 
running the chainsaw contest 
next year. 

This competition has a 
good turnout every year and 
hundreds of guests gath-
ered to watch as timber was 
being cut on a timely basis. 
Lumberjacks must make two 
clear cuts as fast as they can. 
The participants are divided 
into four different classes 
based off engine displace-
ment, measured in cubic 
centimeters, which directly 
relates to the saw’s power. 

There was a lot to explore 
at the Hardwick Community 
Fair. Butler described the fair 
as “a very affordable, fami-
ly-oriented fair.” Butler has 
seen the fair as a place where 
many residents who lived in 
Hardwick at one time always 
come back on an annual basis 
to reconnect with old friends 
and start new friendships. 

The fair in its many years 
of existence has always been 
agriculturally based, featur-
ing antique tractors, cattle 
show, farm products, chain-
saw competition and much 
more. 

“All the food comes from 
this town,” Butler stated. At 
one point there were over 30 
cow farms in Hardwick. 

Fa i r  S e c r e t a r y  L i s a 
Cohen attended the open-
ing ceremony of the 2025 
Hardwick Community Fair 
and described the moment 
as “magic” considering that 
this fair has been going on 
for 263 years. The fair was 
originally chartered by King 
George back in the 18th cen-
tury. 

The fair brings the entire 

community together and fea-
tures events for all ages. 

On Saturday, the Paige 
Memorial Library offered 
their book sale and fea-
tured a special guest. It was 
Ambrosia the Flower Fairy, 
who offered glitter tattoos 
and stickers. Friends of the 
Library were sporting fairy 
wings during the fair and 
were excited to share the 
library featuring shelves and 
boxes full of books for sale 
with stories of all genres. 

Library Director Julie 
Bullock was proud to share 
the fifth village of Hardwick, 
the fairy village out on the 
front lawn of the library. 
Peter Schmid is the landscape 
architect behind the design of 
the Hardwick Fairy Village. 

“All homesteaders are 
welcome,” Bullock said. 

Across the street from 
the Town Common was the 
Hardwick Historical Society 
Museum exhibit. Residents 
can explore their town’s his-
tory. 

Hundreds of residents 
gathered at the Common to 
watch the children’s parade. 
Dozens  o f  Hardwick’s 
youth strolled through the 
streets around the Hardwick 
Common with kids in front 
carrying a banner for this 
year’s children’s parade. 

Across the street from 
the Common was an antique 
tractor display. Hundreds 
of residents gathered on the 
side of the street to hear the 
tractors start up to ride along 
the Common for the Antique 
Tractor & Implement Parade. 
Music entertainment for both 
days of the fair was by the 
music group The Otters. 

For more information 
about the historical Hardwick 
Community Fair, visit www.
hardwickfair.com. 

263263RDRD HARDWICK COMMUNITY FAIR HARDWICK COMMUNITY FAIR
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Turley Photos by Mary Whitelaw
Scott Flamand of Ware 
shared his second place 
r ibbon ear ned in  the 
Lumberjack Contest with 
his grandchild.

4-Hers bring their Holsteins into the show ring.

Hardwick Community Fair President Fay Butler held the 
microphone while Billy Ward Sr. talked about the fair. This 
year’s fair was dedicated to Ward.

Luca made his way through the hay house in the chil-
dren’s obstacle course.

The facepainter transformed this girl with rainbow colors.

The Antique Tractor & 
Implement Parade made its 

way around the common.

William Cole sang the National Anthem during the open-
ing ceremony Friday night.

Mushu cleared the last in a series of jumps during the rab-
bit hopping demonstration.

Brody Faucher spun cotton candy while Jacob Bassett 
looked on.

Dance teacher Rachelle Lyons talked to her students 
before their dance number.

Steve Brewer rode alongside 
Mark Korzec in the Antique 
Tractor & Implement Parade.

The Children’s Parade assembled behind these banner 
bearers. This year’s theme was “Down on the Farm.”



Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 6, 2025

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 13, 2025.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Teacher Assistant Preschool (Ware) $5,000 Bonus!
Experience meaningful relationships with children birth-five while earning your CDA for 
free!  EEC Teacher Certification preferred, High School/GED required.  27.5 hours/week/
school year.  Salary Range $18.42-$19.55/hour + .50-$1 bilingual differential. 
Outstanding benefits, training, and professional development in a collaborative work 
environment. We offer Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Retirement Plan, Flexible 
Spending Plans, Vision Insurance, Long-Term Disability Insurance, Sick, Vacation, Float time 
and 12.5 paid Holidays. Community Action is a qualifying employer for the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program. 
Employment is contingent upon satisfactory completion of a background investigation, 
including CORI, DCF, SORI, and fingerprint-based national CORI, NCOR, and out of state 
checks if applicable.
Please go to https://www.communityaction.us/employment for a full job description, 
information regarding benefits and to apply. 

Community Action is committed to a diverse workforce. AA/EOE/ADA 

story called “Not Norman”. 
The story is about a young 
boy who wants a soft, furry 
pet and ends up with a gold-
fish. 

After story time, the kids 
got to explore the grange 
featuring different activi-
ties. McNally’s daughter, 
Mackenzie, was busy run-
ning one activity station 
where kids get to decorate 
their own pet rocks. After 
decorating the rocks, kids 
receive a certificate where 
they name their pet rocks. 

Mackenzie callded the 
s ta t ion,  “ the Pet  Rock 
Adoption Agency.” There 
were also cutouts of bird-
houses for kids to build and 
decorate. There was plenty of 
paint and rocks provided by 
the Grange. 

One station had fury 

guests for kids to meet after 
story time and crafts. There 
was a friendly cat named 
Oliver, or Oli. There were 
also two cute guinea pigs 
named Boo and Ruby. There 
was also a lizard making an 
appearance as a guest pet. 

For snacks, Terry Vaill 
made some interested pet 
themed snacks for all the 
guests. These snacks had 
interesting names that Vaill 
looked up. There was one 
called “cat sushi” which 
consisted of rice crispy 
treats wrapped in fruit rol-
lups and Swedish fish. There 
was chocolate cake that was 
designed to look like a cat’s 
litter box. Vaill calls it “kitty 
litter cake.” 

Other snacks included 
cheese puffs nicknamed “cat 
tails,” popcorn that was nick-
named “pupcorn,” and choc-
olate cookie bites nicknamed 

“cookies and cream puppy 
chow.” 

Both the kids and adults 
had a good laugh from the 
pet themed food. During 
s tory  t ime,  some k ids 
brought their stuffed ani-
mal pets for the occasion. 
McNally had copies of pet 
themed books for kids to 
read during their visit to the 
Ware Grange. 

The next Kids’ Corner 
Wo r k s h o p  w i l l  b e  o n 
Saturday, Sept. 6 at 10 a.m. 
Kids will learn about all 
types of weather and how 
weather is very important 
to the environment. Ware 
Grange #164 is located at 
297 Belchertown Road. 

These fun kids’ corner 
workshops are recommended 
for preschool and elementary 
school aged children. 

PETS from page1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Jen McNally read a pet themed book called “Not Norman”. 

Various children’s books about pets were displayed at the Ware Grange during a kids’ 
corner workshop. 

Oliver is a cute cat who visited the Ware 
Grange. 

Ruby, an adorable guinea pig, was one of the pet guests 
during the kids’ corner workshop at the Ware Grange.

This kitty litter cake was baked by Terry Vaill. 
Pet themed treats made by Terry Vaill, including cat tails, 
pupcorn and cookies and cream puppy chow.

Mackenzie with a certificate for kids 
to fill out after visiting the “Pet Rock 
Adoption Agency.”
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LOGGING7

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged • Rentals Available

413-544-9027 • 1-800-232-6132
1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm • Sat. 7am-Noon

Park Saw Shop
5 PLUMBING & HEATING

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU

CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
www.becplumbing.com

Warren, MA 413-436-0076        Ware, MA 413-967-0076

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4 HEATING OIL & A/CThree (3) Spot Colors Version
PANTONE Blue 072 C          PANTONE 278 C          PANTONE 485 C          PANTONE 485 C @70%

• FUEL • SERVICE 24/7
• INSTALLATION • AIR CONDITIONING

508•867•7447 • ShermanOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

2 INSURANCE

4

2

5 3

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

3 PAINTING & PAPERING

SABLACK
PAINTING & PAPERING

Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial

PaPer Hanging • Drywall Service • ceramic Tile

Free eSTimaTeS • Fully inSureD

Warren, MA        (508) 868-7312

        HOME, YARD, GARAGE6

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs
Become A Member & Save Money!

Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031
413-477-6913 • www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

6

1

1 SWIMMING POOLS
108 Main St. 
(Rt. 32)
South Barre
508-882-3913
978-355-6465

VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD
Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements • Heaters
Service • Chemicals & Supplies • Water Testing

7

• BUSINESS 
• AUTO 
• HOME 

• LIFE

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

Ware
143 West St.

413-967-3327

Belchertown
45 N. Main St.
413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R E  –  T h e  Wa r e 
Grange welcomed Chris 
Messier to present about gar-
dening in small spaces. 

Messier is based out of 
North Brookfield and has 
been gardening her entire 
life. This was her first work-
shop in many years. 

She was the lead gardener 
for the center village garden 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
When she used to do work-
shops regularly, they were 
focused on multiple types of 
gardening.

This workshop focused on 
small space and raised bed 
gardening. Messier encour-
aged gardeners to get cre-
ative and not feel limited just 
because they might have lim-
ited gardening space. 

A book on Grow Bag 
Garden ing  was  passed 
around the grange for gar-
deners to view tips on how 
to garden with the use of 
eco-friendly fabric pots or 
bags. Grow bags, plastic 
plots, unusual containers are 
all good options when gar-
dening. 

Messier brought in sev-
eral samples that are viable 
to serve as a safe structure 

for plants. As for grow bags, 
Messier said, “you can move 
them around.”

A hay feeder can be used 
for gardening and Messier 
also brought a board with a 
widemouth ring designed to 
hold potted plants. Gardeners 
are encouraged to get cre-
ative and use organiary items 
for gardening. 

For raised beds and con-
tainer gardening, gardeners 
must decide if they want to 
use metal beds or wooden 
ones. There are advantages to 
either one. Wooden beds are 
more earth friendly, and gar-
deners should use ones that 
are pest and rot resistant. 

Other pest controls in the 
garden comes in the form of 
netting or scare balloons. 

Messier did remind gar-
deners that sometimes your 
garden may have some 
company. In other words, 
animals, especially rabbits. 
Messier said she had one rab-
bit that was hanging out in 
her garden all summer. 

Messier would share a 
checklist for gardeners to 
follow to help make their 
gardening experience better. 
Overall, Messier suggested 
every gardener enjoys what 
they’re doing. 

Gardening is possible in 
small spaces, including on 

patios, balconies, raised beds, 
grow bags and various small 
spaces. 

The presentation ended 
with a raffle as guests had 
an opportunity to win some 
grow bags that Messier 
brought. 

The next adult gardening 
workshop will be on Sept. 18 
at 7 p.m. and is about seed 
saving and food preservation. 

Gardening in small 
spaces explained

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Chris Messier gave a presentation on gardening in small 
spaces at the Ware Grange.

A wooden board with a 
wide mouth ring capable of 
holding a potted plant is a 
good source of gardening 
in small spaces. 

Tip-A-Cop 
benefits Special 
Olympics 
Massachusetts

WARE – Hanna’s 
On Main, 81 Main St., 
is holding a Tip-A-Cop 
event on Friday, Aug. 22 
from 5-9 p.m.

Local police officers 
will serve as celebrity 
hosts and servers, donat-
ing all “tips” to Special 
Olympics Massachusetts.

Jimmy 
Fund glow 
baseball 
fundraiser 
this Friday

BARRE – Quabbin 
Area Little League will 
host a Jimmy Fund Glow 
Ball Fundraiser on Friday, 
Aug. 22 at Felton Field 
with a rain date of Aug. 
23.

Check in for  team 
selection starts at 5 p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m. 
The cost is $10 per per-
son and includes glow gear 
and tournament entry. All 
ages are welcome to play.

E v e n t  h i g h l i g h t s 
include the Glow Ball 
Tournament and food, 
snacks and drinks will be 
available for sale. All pro-
ceeds from this event ben-
efit the Jimmy Fund Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute. 

To register or to donate, 
please scan the QR code. 
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

10-19,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
38 miscellaneous calls, 24 
administrative calls, 15 traf-
fic violations, 11 emergency 
911 calls, five motor vehicle 
accidents, four harassments, 
six thefts/larcenies, one dam-
age/vandalism, six animal 
calls and 45 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, Aug. 10
12:49 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, Church Street, 
Could Not Locate

11:16 a.m. DUI/Impaired, 
West Street, Advised

10:29 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Nor th  S t r ee t , 
Services Rendered

Monday, Aug. 11
6:10 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Webb  Cour t ,  Se rv i ce s 
Rendered

12:56 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Advised

5 : 4 5  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Violation, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, Aug. 12
6:16 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Ross  Avenue,  Services 
Rendered

1 0 : 1 5  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, East Street, 
Services Rendered

6:28 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Old Belchertown Road, 
Dispatch Handled

8:46 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Services Rendered

9:27 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
We s t  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Wednesday, Aug. 13
2:01 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, West Street, 
Services Rendered

5 : 1 0  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Violation, West Street, Arrest 
Made

Thursday, Aug. 14
7:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Upper North Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

10:10 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Hillside Village, Advised

6:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Gould Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

Friday, Aug. 15
1:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Arrest 
Made

1 1 : 4 4  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 
I n c i d e n t / C r a s h ,  U p p e r 
Church Street,  Services 
Rendered

2:22 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Palmer Road,  Criminal 
Complaint Requested

5:10 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
Palmer  Road,  Services 
Rendered

10:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Criminal 
Complaint Requested

Saturday, Aug. 16
4:11 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Palmer Road, Dispatch 
Handled

5:08 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  High Street , 
Investigated

10:41 p.m. Lost Person, 
Nor th  S t ree t ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

Sunday, Aug. 17
1:37 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, King Street, 
Services Rendered

8 : 3 8  a . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Otis Avenue, 
Report Made

3:36 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

5 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

9:17 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Vernon Street, Dispatch 
Handled

1 0 : 3 5  p . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, Otis Avenue, 
Investigated

Monday, Aug. 18
1:20 p.m. Trespass, Otis 

Avenue, Services Rendered
3:41 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, Aug. 19
2:45 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

North Street, Investigated
7:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

12:59 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Prospect Street, 
Dispatch Handled

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

said Owen Stevens, who 
was the head coach of the 
Quaboag summer league 
team. “We got into early 
foul trouble, and we had to 
approach things a little bit 
differently than we normal-

ly do. We also started off 
very slow offensively, which 
killed us.”

Stevens was assisted by 
Ryan Fernandez.

A couple of years ago, 
Stevens and Fernandez were 
teammates on the Quaboag 
summer league team, which 

lost to Millbury in the finals.
Grafton, who went 3-6 

during the 2025 summer 
league, advanced into this 
year’s finals after upsetting 
second-seeded Quabbin in 
the semifinals two nights 
later. It was the second con-
secutive year that Grafton 

played in the championship 
game. They lost to Burncoat 
last year.

Quaboag won the regu-
lar season match-up against 
Grafton.

“We played a different 
Grafton team tonight than 
when we faced them earli-
er in the season,” Stevens 
said. “I think most of their 
varsity players also play in 
a league at Crompton Park 
in Worcester. It’s difficult to 
beat a team when you really 
don’t know what to expect 
from them. We still had a 
very good season.”

One of Quaboag’s biggest 
wins of the Auburn League 
regular season came against 
Ware.

“We beat Ware by about 
15 points, and we played 
very well against them,” 
Stevens said. “Some of the 
players on my team also play 
AAU basketball with the 
Ware players. It’s always a 
big rivalry game whenever 

we play Ware.”
 Grafton scored the first 

eight points of the quarter-
final game and were lead-
ing 13-5 with a little more 
than eight minutes left in the 
opening half.

The Quaboag points were 
scored by Jacob Toomey, 
who picked up his fourth per-
sonal foul early in the second 
half.  

Tommey was one of the 
Quaboag starters against 
Grafton, along with Isaac 
Cowher,  Kadin  Dufal t , 
Jacoby Labillois, and Jack 
Stevens. Their two reserve 
p l a y e r s  w e r e  J a c k s o n 
M c G a r r y,  a n d  K a l e b 
Vankcleef. All seven of the 
Quaboag players are incom-
ing seniors.

The Cougars leading 
players this summer were 
Tommey,  Cowher,  and 
Stevens. The trio have been 
members of the varsity squad 
since they were sophomores.

Owen Stevens was team-

mates on the varsity basket-
ball team with his younger 
brother two years ago.

“It was a lot of fun being 
teammates with my younger 
brother,” Owen Stevens said. 
“I do appreciate it a little bit 
more now.”

Owen Stevens was a 
freshman member of the 
men’s Track and Field team 
at Franklin Pierce University 
last year. He transferred to 
UMass-Amherst and is plan-
ning to join the Minutemen 
men’s track team.

Quaboag was trailing 
Grafton, 28-17 at halftime.

With less than ten minutes 
left in regulation, Quaboag 
was only trailing,39-33, fol-
lowing a Toomey jumper.

Then Labillois scored five 
unanswered points, which 
closed the gap to 46-40 with 
29 seconds left.

Quaboag couldn’t get any 
closer than that. 

COUGARS from page 9

Warren Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

3-9, the Warren Police 
Department  responded 
to 182 building/property 
checks, seven communi-
ty policings, 16 emergency 
911 calls, two safety haz-
ards, one larceny/theft, two 
frauds/forgeries, one miss-
ing person, four parking 
issues, one complaint, two 
animal calls and 14 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Sunday, Aug. 3
2 : 1 2  a . m .  S a f e t y 

Conce rn ,  Keys  Road , 
Negative Contact

9 : 4 4  a . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, Southbridge Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

10:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

2:03 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Old West Warren Road, 
Report Fild

2:26 p.m. Larceny or 
Theft, Main Street, Officer 
Took Call

4:28 p.m. Bleeding, 
Spring Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

5:27 p.m. Serve Warrant, 
Bacon Street, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest: Delia A. Murphy, 
58, Warren

Wa r r a n t ;  Wa r r a n t ; 
Warrant; Warrant

Monday, Aug. 4
6 : 3 3  a . m .  M i s s i n g 

Person, Keys Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

10:35 a.m. Fraud or 
Forgery,  Main  S t ree t , 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:36 p.m. Breathing 
D i f f i c u l t y,  O l d  We s t 
B r o o k f i e l d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Aug. 5
5:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

10:34 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Coy Hi l l  Road, 
Criminal Complaint

1:52 p .m.  Fraud or 
Forgery, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Report Filed

6:10 p .m.  Seizures , 
Bacon Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 6
7:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning

8:32 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Keys Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Thursday, Aug. 7
5 : 2 9  p . m .  G a s 

Odor, Parkview Street, 
Investigated

8:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9 : 0 4  p . m .  F a l l s , 
S o u t h b r i d g e  R o a d , 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, Aug. 8
9:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Reed Street, Written 
Warning

11:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

11:07  p .m.  Park ing 
Issues,  Liberty Street , 
Citation Issued

11:11  p .m.  Park ing 
Issues,  Liberty Street , 
Citation Issued

Saturday, Aug. 9
1:28 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Otis Street, Citation Issued
6:33 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Bacon Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9 : 1 3  a . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

1 0 : 3 2  a . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Stop, Main Street, 
Investigated

11:03  a .m.  Park ing 
I s s u e s ,  O t i s  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

During the week of Aug. 
11-18, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 62 building/
property checks, 35 directed/
area patrols, six radar assign-
ments, one traffic control, five 
emergency 911 calls, five cit-
izen assists, three assist other 
agencies, one motor vehicle 
investigation, five complaints, 
one missing person, one 
threat, two harassments, three 
animal calls and seven motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Aug. 11
4:15 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main Street, Spoken To
8:50 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Hardwick Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Aug. 12
8:09 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency,  River  Run, 
Transported to Hospital

12:44 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  School  S t ree t , 
Officer Handled

7:17 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Birch Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Aug. 13
7:40 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

M a i n  S t r e e t ,  D i s p a t c h 
Handled

11:53 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  D i s p a t c h 
Handled

1:24 p.m. Assist Other 
A g e n cy,  B r i d g e  R o a d , 
Negative Contact

Thursday, Aug. 14
3:06 p.m. Assist Other 

Agency, High Street, Officer 
Handled

4:30 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, High Street, Officer 
Handled

Friday, Aug. 15
9:35 a.m. Complaint /

Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Main Street, Unfounded

6 : 4 1  p . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Hardwick Fair, 
Officer Handled

7 p.m. Parking Complaint, 
Hardwick Road,  Officer 
Handled

7:27 p.m. Complaint/
Motor Vehicle Operations, 
Hardwick  Fa i r,  Office r 
Handled

7:41 p.m. Missing Person, 

Hardwick  Fa i r,  Office r 
Handled

7 : 5 9  p . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

Saturday, Aug. 16
1 1 : 0 8  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Hardwick Town 
House, Services Rendered

1:58 p.m. Threat, Breen 
Road, Services Rendered

4:33 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Greenwich Road, Dispatch 
Handled

8:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Hardwick Road, 
No Action Required

Sunday, Aug. 17
10:17 a.m. Harassment, 

Lyman Road, Report Taken
9:33 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road,  Officer 
Handled

11:49 p.m. Harassment, 
Hardwick Road,  Officer 
Handled

Monday, Aug. 18
2:40 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Hardwick Road, Report Taken

Scammers are generally 
after one of two things; they 
either try to steal your 
money now, or they 
try to steal your 
identity now to 
steal money from 
you later (or to 
pretend to be 
you to steal from 
others).

F o r  m a n y 
scam victims, the 
loss of personally 
identifiable infor-
mation is even worse 
than losing money, 
because it’s hard to recover.

The Better Business 
Bureau offers the following 
tips to help people recover 
from scams.

Put a fraud alert on your 
credit reports and consider 
freezing your credit. This 
will prevent thieves from 
opening additional lines 
of credit in your name and 
causing additional financial 
distress.

Request a free cred-
it report to make sure that 
existing lines of credit hav-
en’t been compromised.

Follow the guidelines on 
IdentityTheft.gov for addi-
tional recovery strategies. 
This free resource provid-
ed by the Federal Trade 
Commission will assist in 
helping you take the steps 

necessary in notify the 
appropriate agencies. 

I n  C a n a d a ,  t h e 
R oy a l  C a n a d i a n 

Mounted Pol ice 
has advice for 
protecting your-
self from identity 
fraud and how to 
report it.

Monitor your 
online accounts 
(banking, credit 

card, app payment 
services, etc.) at 

least weekly to make 
sure you recognize all 

the charges.
Change your passwords 

regularly and don’t use the 
same password for multiple 
sites.

After you’ve taken care 
of yourself, report the scam 
to BBB Scam Tracker to 
help warn others and to pro-
vide additional information 
that may be useful to law 
enforcement.

If a company you do 
business with has suffered 
a data breach, don’t panic. 
Check the company’s web-
site or look for an email 
with instructions on what 
you should do to follow up. 
Many companies offer free 
credit monitoring after a 
data breach, or have other 
concrete measures. 

With so many major data 

breaches in the past decade, 
consumers should assume 
their data has been com-
promised in some way and 
take the same precautions 
as those who know they’ve 
been scammed.

If you’ve lost money to 
a retailer because of unde-
livered merchandised or are 
being told you must pay 
more in order to receive 
an item, there are several 
options:

If you used a credit card, 
contact the credit card com-
pany using the number on 
the back of your card and 
dispute the charges. If you 
used a debit card, contact 
the banking institution 
immediately to report the 
loss (use the number on the 
back of your card).

If you used a third-party 
app (PayPal, Venmo, etc.), 
contact them for instruction 
on next steps.

If you don’t get satisfac-
tion through these means, 
file a complaint at BBB.
org and they will try to help 
you.

If you were responding 
to an ad on social media 
( Fa c e b o o k ,  P i n t e r e s t , 
Instagram, etc.), report the 
ad or business and tell the 
social media channel exact-
ly what happened.

Better Business Burea offers 
tips to help recover from a scam
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obituaries

Death notices
Gauthier, Paul R.
Died Aug. 9, 2025

Graves, Alfred C.
Died Aug. 13, 2025
Services Aug. 15, 2025

Krol, Jr., Rudolph J.
Died Aug. 18, 2025
Services Aug. 23, 2025

Ratcliffe, Shirley M. 
(Grout)
Died Aug. 19, 2025
Services Aug. 26, 2025

Trudeau, Theodora M.
Died Aug. 12, 2025 
Services Aug. 27, 2025

Wdowiak, Elaine P. 
(Riendeau)
Died Aug. 7, 2025
Services Aug, 30, 2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian politician
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Covers in soft 

material
 16. Walk around
 17. Ancient region in 

Syria
 18. French painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Cow part
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Sings to one’s lover
 27. More (Spanish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

 32. Hat
 35. In agreement
 37. A person’s brother 

or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary units
 40. Partner to cheese

 41. About Sun
 42. A place to dance
 43. Performer __ Lo 

Green
 44. Beach accessory
 45. Recipe measurement 

(abbr.)
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Pooch
 48. Honorific title added 

to family name
 49. Salts
 52. Lichens genus
 55. Lowest point of a 

ridge
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Gold measurement
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late night 

host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. U. of Miami mascot
 67. Mid-month day
 68. Omitted from printed 

matter
 69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Publicly outs
  5. Steep-sided hollow
  6. Spoke
  7. General law or rule
  8. Extravagantly 

theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
 12. __ fide: legitimate
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Top exec
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract money via 

taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying sweetness
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Chemical compound 
 36. The bill in a 

restaurant
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Late comedian 

Newhart
 40. Health care for the 

aged
 41. Wise individuals
 43. A passage with 

access only at one 
end

 44. Trim
 46. Former OSS
 47. The upper surface of 

the mouth
 49. Edible lily bulbs
 50. Type of reef
 51. Vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. A place to store lawn 

tools
 54. Rare goose native to 

Hawaii
 57. Hollywood pig
 58. Musician Clapton
 59. Take a chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. Mark Wahlberg 

comedy

G I L B E RT V I L L E  – 
Paul  R.  Gauthier,  87 , 
of Gilbertville, died on 
Saturday, Aug. 9, 2025 at 
home. Arrangements are 
under the care of Pillsbury 
Funeral Home, 96 S. Barre 
Rd., Barre..

Paul R. Gauthier, 87

RU T L A N D ,  V T  – 
Alfred C. Graves, 84, of 
Rutland, Vermont died Aug. 
13, 2025, at the Rutland 
Healthcare Rehabilitation 
Center. 

He was born July 31, 
1941, in Ware, the son of 
Elwin Clesson and Claire 
(Dubuque) Graves.

Af ter  rece iv ing  h is 
degree from divinity school, 
he was a parish priest from 
1967 to 2006 and served the 
Springfield area. Following 
his retirement, he moved to 

Vermont and made many 
good friends while first 
residing in the Wallingford 
House and later at the 
Bardwell House in Rutland.

He was predeceased by 
his two sisters, Charlotte 
B a n a s  a n d  L o r r a i n e 
McCabe.

The  p r iva te  g rave -
side service was held 
Friday, Aug. 15, 2025, in 
East Clarendon Cemetery. 
Tossing Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements.

Alfred C. Graves, 84

WARE – Rudolph John 
Krol ,  J r. ,  passed away 
peacefu l ly  a t  Quaboag 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
and Skilled Care 
Center in West 
Brookfi e ld  on 
Monday, Aug. 18, 
2025, at the age of 
96.  

Rudy was born 
in Ware on Aug. 
25, 1928, son of 
the late Rudolph 
J. Krol, Sr., and 
Jennie D. (Janas) 
Krol. 

Rudy received his ele-
mentary education at the 
former St. Mary’s School, 
where he served as an altar 
boy and was a member of the 
St. Mary’s Drum and Bugle 
Corp. Rudy was a 1946 grad-
uate of Ware High School. 
He was always proud to 
tell his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren that he 
graduated with nine letters 
in baseball, football and bas-
ketball.  

Rudy enlisted in the 
United States Army on Sept. 
28, 1946, and was Honorably 
Discharged on March 16, 
1948, with the rank of 
Technician Fourth Grade 
Sergeant. While in the Army 
he served with the Army 
Corps of Engineers which 
included a deployment to 
Korea.  

Rudy returned to Ware 
and continued his educa-
t ion at  Hemphil  Heavy 

Equ ipment  and  Diese l 
School of Long Island, New 
York. It prepared him for a 

long career as a 
heavy equipment 
operator and con-
struction super-
v i s o r  w i t h  a n 
emphasis in bridge 
construction.  

Rudy was  a 
proud life-long 
native of Ware, 
the grandson of 
John  Kro l ,  he 
grew up work-

ing in the family owned 
J.K. Bottling and then Coca 
Cola Bottling business with 
its humble start on Marjorie 
Street in Ware, later moving 
to East Street, in what is now 
Guzik Motors, and at Krol’s 
Orchards of West Brookfield, 
a business he eventually 
owned and operated as a pro-
ducing apple and pear farm, 
for many years in addition to 
his primary work in the con-
struction field.  

Rudy also enjoyed his 
years spent in local govern-
ment, serving on the Ware 
Finance Committee and as a 
Water Commissioner, during 
his long lifetime in Ware. 
He was a member of the 
former White Eagle Society 
and Social Club of Ware, 
the Weir River Club and the 
American Legion Post as 
well as the VFW.  

Predeceased by his former 
wife, Gloria (Ciejka) Krol, 
his son Patrick and grandson, 

Joseph Girard. Rudy leaves 
behind his son, Stephen 
Krol and his wife, Laura of 
Poulsbo, Washington, daugh-
ter, Brenda Park of Ware, 
daughter Carol Girard and 
her partner, Jeff Moulton 
of Ware. He also leaves 
behind his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren: Candace 
Girard, Jocelyn Girard and 
her  son El ias ,  Andrew 
Girard; Jessica Bolduc and 
her daughter, Audrey, Leslie 
Little and her husband Greg, 
and sons, Justin and Jett; 
Olivia Krol and Annika Krol, 
Patricia Krol and Patrick 
Krol, Jr. and Mark Martinez.  

The family would like 
to thank the staff and new 
friends Rudy made in his 
later years at the Ware Senior 
Center for the kindness 
and support they provided. 
Additional thanks to the staff 
at Quaboag Rehabilitation 
and Skilled Care who made 
his final days comfortable 
and peaceful.  

A Graveside Service 
with Military Honors and 
Prayers of Committal will 
take place on Saturday, Aug. 
23, 2025, at 10 a.m. in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery (Our Lady 
of LaSalette Section) Ware.  

Funeral  Services and 
Arrangements are under the 
direction of Cebula Funeral 
Home, Ware. For more infor-
mation and an online guest 
book, please visit:  www.ceb-
ulafuneralhome.com.

Rudolph J. Krol, Jr., 96

WEST SPRINGFIELD/
WARE – Theodora M. 
“ T e d d y ” 
Trudeau, 97, a 
long-time res-
ident of Ware, 
died on Tuesday, 
Aug. 12, 2025, 
i n  P i o n e e r 
Valley Heath & 
Rehabi l i ta t ion 
Center in South 
Hadley.

She leaves her sons, 
James Trudeau and his wife 
Janet of Florida, Thomas 
Trudeau and his  wife 
Halina (Helen) of Ware, 
Christopher Trudeau and his 
wife Jane of Belchertown, 
and Alan Trudeau and his 
wife Susan of Maine, as 
well as seven grandchildren, 
Alicia, Erik, Jillian, Derek, 
Tamara, Andrea, and Owen, 
and seven great-grandchil-
dren, Luca, Forest, Isla, 
Rosalyn, Demitri, Ashley, 
and Evelyn. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Alexander in 1989. 

She was born in Ayer, 
daughter of the late Albert 
W. and Christine (Bernier) 
Durépo. 

Teddy was quite adven-
turous, which she carried on 

to even earning 
her pilots license 
when she was 
51. She loved her 
large family of 
children, grand-
ch i ld ren ,  and 
great-grandchil-
dren.  

S h e  l o v e d 
the nature and 

beauty of the Quabbin, 
where she would walk the 
trails with her grandchil-
dren. She remained healthy 
and active, and lived inde-
pendently up until a few 
months ago.  

She was a former long-
time member of All Saint’s 
Church in Ware.

A Graveside Service 
for Teddy will be held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 27, 
2025, at 11 a.m. in New 
Saint William Cemetery, 
Belchertown Road, in Ware.  

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home is assisting her fam-
ily with her arrangements. 
An online tribute page is 
available at charbonneaufh.
com.

Theodora M. Trudeau, 97

WARE – Shirley Mae 
(Grout) Ratcliffe of Ware, 
passed away peacefully at 
Cedarbrook Village at Ware 
on Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025, 
at the age of 82. 

She was born in Ware on 
Aug. 29, 1942, daughter of 
the late Irwin M. Grout and 
Celia (Dziok) Grout. Shirley 
graduated from Springfield 
Trade High School and 
worked for  Tambrands, 
Hampshire Woolen, and 
D i a m o n d  N a t i o n a l  o f 
Thorndike. She retired from 
Diamond National after more 
than 30 years on the job. 

She was a participant of 
St. Mary’s Parish and proud-
ly served as a lector for many 
years. Shirley also volun-
teered in the kitchen and on 
the grounds during many a 
Carnival. She also happily 
attended Bingo and was a 
caller on occasion. 

She enjoyed spending 
time with her family, but she 
had a great love for her yel-
low and red sports 
cars, Honda and 
Harley motorcy-
cles, and moped. 
Shirley Mae was 
the second born of 
six children. 

She is survived 
by her  brother, 
Robert Grout, and 
his wife Mary Lee 
of Leeds, her sister Linda C. 
Flamand, and her husband 
Richard of Ware, and her sis-
ter, Rebecca Grout, of Ware. 
She is also survived by many 
beloved nieces and neph-
ews. Pre-deceased are her 
husband, Douglas Ratcliffe, 
her brother, Harry Grout of 
Ware, and her sister, Gloria 
Jean Maynard of Ludlow. 

Calling hours will be held 
Monday, Aug. 25, 2025, 

from 5-7 p.m. at Cebula 
Funeral Home, 66 South St., 
Ware. A Funeral Mass will 

be held Tuesday, 
Aug. 26, 2025, 
at 10 a.m. at St. 
Mary’s Church, 
57 South St . , 
Ware. Everyone 
will meet direct-
ly in the church 
o n  T u e s d a y 
morning. Burial 
will follow at 

St. Mary’s Cemetery, South 
Street, Ware. 

Funeral  Services are 
under the direction of The 
Koziol Family of Cebula 
Funeral Home. For more 
information and an online 
guestbook, please visit: 
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Fund or Breast 
Cancer Fund.

WARE – Elaine Patricia 
(Riendeau) Wdowiak, age 
87, passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, Aug. 
7, 2025, after a 
long period of 
declining health.  

She was born 
in Ware on May 
10, 1938, daugh-
ter  of  the late 
Rene and Mary 
( S z c z e p a n e k ) 
Riendeau. 

E l a i n e  w a s 
raised and educated in Ware, 
a graduate of Ware High 
School class of 1956. It was 
during a high school football 
hayride that she met the love 
of her life, Ronald Wdowiak, 
and they were married on 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 
1959.  

Elaine leaves her hus-
band, Ronnie; her daughter 
Cheryl (Kenneth) of West 
Brookfield, her sons Gary 
(Greg Rodnicki) of Ocala, 
Florida, and Bruce (Dorota 
Bolaske) of Ware.  She was 
a devoted Grammy to seven 
grandchildren:  Andrew 
Wdowiak, Harlie Wdowiak, 
Tr av i s  P r o u t y,  B r y c e 
Wdowiak, Evona Bolaske, 
Adam Bolaske, Ania Bolaske 
and two great-grandchil-
dren; Weston and Aubrey 
Wdowiak. She also leaves 
behind Leslie Wdowiak, 

two step-granddaughters, 
Nicole Chalke and Danielle 
Pfahler and four step-great 

g r a n d c h i l -
dren: Reagan, 
Autumn, Frank 
and Fred, and a 
brother, David 
R i e n d e a u  o f 
Ar izona .  She 
was predeceased 
by her broth-
ers, Richard and 
Roger Riendeau.  

After grad-
uating from high school, 
Elaine attended Wilfred 
Beauty Academy in New 
York City and then joined 
her Aunt Flo working at 
Rose’s Beauty Shop in Ware. 
She was also employed at 
the Ware IGA, Belchertown/
Monson Developmental 
Centers and Country Bank 
(Three Rivers Branch).  

When Elaine left the 
workforce, she and Ronnie 
joined forces to run their own 
“daycare” for three of their 
grandchildren, often stating 
that it was the best and most 
rewarding job they had.  

Elaine enjoyed traveling 
and cruising, enjoying trips 
to Sanibel, Aruba, Alaska 
and the National Parks to 
name a few.  Her favorite 
vacations were the yearly 
trips to Maine with Ronnie, 
her children and grandchil-

dren, where they enjoyed the 
beach; playing soccer, wif-
fle ball and cornhole; and 
searching for sea glass.  

Elaine took immense joy 
in spending time with her 
loved ones, hosting holidays 
and family celebrations. She 
made everyone that she met 
feel like family. It was time 
spent with family and friends 
that brought her the most 
pleasure in life.  

The family invites all who 
knew and loved Elaine to 
Celebrate Her Life. Calling 
Hours will be held on Friday, 
Aug. 29, 2025, from 4-6 p.m. 
in Cebula Funeral Home, 66 
South St., Ware. A Funeral 
Mass will be offered on 
Saturday, Aug. 30, 2025, at 
10 a.m. in All Saints Church, 
17 North St., Ware. Elaine 
will be laid to rest in New 
St. William Cemetery, Ware 
following the mass.  

Funeral  Services are 
under the direction of The 
Koziol Family of Cebula 
Funeral Home.  For more 
information and an online 
guestbook, please visit: 
www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.  In lieu of floral offer-
ings, please make memorial 
donations to the Ware Sports 
Boosters, P.O. Box 1441, 
Ware, MA 01082.

Shirley M. Ratcliffe, 82

Elaine Patricia Wdowiak, 87

Holy Cross church 
hosts school 
supply drive

WARE – Holy Cross 
PNCC is collecting school 
supplies to be donated 
to students at local Ware 
schools. 

Dona t i ons  can  be 
brought to Holy Cross 
PNCC, 61 Maple St., on 
Sunday mornings during 
the 8 a.m. Holy Mass, 
after Mass in the Church 
Hall, or anytime to the rec-
tory located on the right 
side of the church.

OBITUARY POLICY
Ware River News 

Turley Publications offers 
two types of obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death 
Notice listing the name of 
deceased, date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of their 
own choice and may include 
a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be sub-
mitted through a funeral 
home to: obits@turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made 
only when the family pro-
vides a death certificate and 
must be pre-paid.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

Town of Blandford 
Town of Blandford is hiring a 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the 
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18–$20/hr, based 
on experience. Communication, customer 
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time. 
Squier will provide CDL school for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING

AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks 
highly qualified applicants for the position 
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter 
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter 
705 Family housing units. The Executive 
Director reports to a five-member Board of 
Commissioners.  Work schedule shall be 
a minimum of 22 hours per week during 
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00 
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’ 
Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have  two years’ 
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely 
related field. Knowledge of the principles 
and practices of housing management, 
finances and maintenance systems in 
public or private housing. Excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required.  
Willingness to work with people of various 
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be 
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a 
property manager or similar classification 
by a nationally recognized housing or real 
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD. 
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up 
to one year of experience. Applications will 
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and 
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis 
(413) 519-8195
Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk.  $20-$22 per hour 
based on experience. 15 hours per week.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4
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13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
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Base Price
$26.50
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$30.00
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Base Price
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Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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public notices

Town of Warren
JOB OPENING

HIGHWAY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Do you enjoy working outdoors?

Would you like to be part of a thriving, 
friendly and dedicated team?

The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a 
qualified candidate for the full-time position as a Driver/
Laborer/Machine Operator. The Town of Warren is 
committed to equal opportunity, encourages diversity and 
inclusion, and believes that a positive culture of inclusion in 
Town governance contributes to the town’s overall qualities 
as a great place to live and work. We welcome all to apply.
Salary: Starting at $24.78 per hour
Hours: M-Thurs., 6:00am – 4:00pm – April 1 – Nov 30
 M-F 6:00am – 2:00pm, - Dec. 1 – March 31
Overtime is required for: emergency calls including 
during snow and ice storms. Required Licensing/
Certification: Possession of a valid 2B Hoisting license  
and MA Class B CDL.
Applicants: To be considered for this vacancy, please 
submit a cover letter and resume by no later than 4 pm on 
Thursday September 4th, 2025. Resumes will be accepted 
via email to Jeremy Olson at olson@warren-ma.gov, or 
dropped off to: Town of Warren Highway Dept.. 87 Brimfield 
Rd, Warren, MA 01083 or mailed to Warren Highway 
Department, P.O. Box 628, Warren, MA 01083.

For a complete job description please visit the Town’s 
website www.warren-ma.gov

Town of Ware
Notice of Public Hearing

Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE

SP-2025-09
NOTICE is hereby given that 

the Ware Planning Board, acting 
as the Special Permit Granting 
and Site Plan Review Author-
ity, will hold a Public Hearing 
during the scheduled meeting 
on THURSDAY, September 4 
at 7:00pm, on the application of 
Fieldcrest Brewing Company 
LLC for the principal use of a 
microbrewery and winery, under 
Zoning Bylaw Section 4.2, Use 
Table, and 2.2, Definitions, and 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 40A. 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, this hearing will be 
conducted in person and via re-
mote means, in accordance with 
applicable law. This means that 
members of the Planning Board 
as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in per-
son, or via virtual means. In per-
son attendance will be held in the 
Board of Selectman’s Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-

bers of public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via zoom. 
Go to https://zoom.us/join or join 
by phone. Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 
1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION:  11 East 
Main Street, Ware MA. Said 
premises being further described 
in deeds recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 15020, Page 267.  Property 
is also identified as Assessor’s 
Parcel 57-0-96. Zoned: Millyard 
(MY).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

WARE PLANNING BOARD
08/14, 08/21/2025

Town of Ware
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ware Conservation Com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, September 
10, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. pursuant 

to the Wetland Protection Act, 
M.G.L 131 c40. The hearing will 
include consideration of a Notice 
of Intent (NOI) by Deborah Er-
nest for removal of 3 oak trees in 
jeopardy of falling onto home, 
fence and deck at 8 Lower Cove 
Road, Ware, MA. Said hearing 
will be held in the Selectmen’s 
Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082. 
To view application and related 
plans, contact the Conservation 
office at 413-967-9648.

Pursuant to MGL Chapter 4, 
Section 13, a copy of this legal 
notice can be found on the Mas-
sachusetts Newspaper Publish-
ers Associaton (MNPA)website: 
http://masspublicnotices.org
08/21/2025

TOWN OF HARDWICK
BOARD OF HEALTH

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 

111, Section 31, the Hardwick 
Board of Health will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11, 2025, at 6:45 P.M. 
at the Municipal Office Building, 
307 Main Street, Gilbertville, 
MA.

The purpose of this hearing 

is to receive public comment on 
proposed Regulations Prohibit-
ing Smoking in Workplaces and 
Other Public Places. These reg-
ulations are intended to reduce 
exposure to secondhand smoke 
in Hardwick and to better protect 
the public health of its residents.

Interested parties are encour-
aged to attend. Copies of the 
proposed regulations may be 
requested at Town Hall or by 
emailing boh@hardwick-ma.gov.
08/21, 08/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate 
and Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton, MA 01060 
( 413 )586-8500 

Docket No. 
HS25P0459EA

Estate of: 
Nancy M. Ayers 
Also known as: 

Nancy M. LaBonte, 
Nancy Marie Ayers 

Date of Death: 06/22/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Represen-
tative has been filed by Lisa 
LaBonte of Ludlow, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Lisa LaBonte of Ludlow, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/17/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 12, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/21/2025

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, In observance of LABOR DAY, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, August 28
Thank you!Thank you!

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28
– Thank you!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

community

WARE – This year’s Ware 
Grange Fair will take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 23.

In its 78th year, this com-
munity-focused event features 
exhibits, food, and fun family 
activities.

The Fun Dog Show, intro-
duced last year, is a fami-
ly-friendly event where any 
dog is welcome to enter. It is 
not a professional dog show. 
It’s a fun event that gives 
members of the community 
the opportunity to show off 
their adorable dogs. 

Dogs will be judged in cat-
egories such as Waggiest Tail, 
Best Trick and Best Dressed. 
Winning dogs will receive a 
ribbon and prize. To partic-
ipate in the Fun Dog Show, 
bring your dog and a copy of 
their rabies vaccination certifi-
cate to the Grange and register 
them for the show beginning 

at 1:30 p.m. The show begins 
at 2:30 p.m. 

Come and participate with 
your dog or just come to see 
all the cute dogs.

This year the popular Kids’ 
Corner workshops will be part 
of the Fair, with the “Funtastic 
Fair Festival!” The festival 
will be a fun time for kids to 
enjoy crafts, dancing, a parade 
and fair games such as a pie 
eating contest, hula hoop hop 
and water balloon toss. 

Come have a fantastic time 
with Miss Jen starting at noon.

This year’s fair will feature 
the return of last year’s pop-
ular barbecue dinner menu, 
which includes pulled pork, 
chicken, brisket, baked beans, 
coleslaw, cornbread, dessert 
and drink for $25. 

The barbecue can be 
enjoyed outside under the 
tent, and take-out is also 

available. Reservations are 
required by calling 413-
284-1135 or emailing ware-
grange164@gmail.com.

Many favorites are return-
ing for this year’s fair, includ-
ing the bake sale, raffles, 
games, burgers and hot dogs 
available in the afternoon, 
and the auction. Live music 
will be performed by Brianna 
Lamb starting at 3:30 p.m. for 
attendees to enjoy during din-
ner.

All Massachusetts res-
idents are welcome to enter 
exhibits and earn ribbons 
and prizes in categories such 
as vegetables, flowers, arts 
and crafts, photography, and 
many more. Exhibits must be 
brought to the Ware Grange 
Hall at 297 Belchertown Road 
on Thursday, Aug. 21 between 
5-7 p.m. or Friday, Aug. 22 
between 9-11 a.m. 

All entries must be in place 
by 11 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 
22. Judging will take place 
Friday afternoon and the hall 
will re-open to the public on 
Friday evening at 5 p.m. 

Most of the fun takes place 
on Saturday, Aug. 23 with 
the hall opening at 9 a.m. and 
most of the events occurring 
in the afternoon and conclud-
ing that evening with the auc-
tion at 6 p.m.

For the full event sched-
ule and contest information 
for exhibitors, visit Ware 
Grange’s website at ware-
grange.org. Program books 
are being mailed to past 
exhibitors; if you’re new to 
the fair and would like to 
request a copy of the book 
by mail, contact the Grange 
by calling 413-284-1135 or 
emailing waregrange164@
gmail.com.

78th Ware Grange Fair will be held Aug. 23

LEICESTER – Second 
Chance Animal Services is 
returning to the Leicester 
community with another 
low-cost pet vaccine clinic 
on Friday, Sept. 13, from 
9 a.m.-noon at Endless 
Pawsabilities, 880 Pleasant 
St., Rochdale. 

Dogs and cats from all 
towns are welcome.

Thanks to support from 
the Leicester Savings Bank 
Fund through the Greater 
Worcester Community 
Foundation and Petco 
Love,  the  Distemper/
Parvo combo vaccine 
will be offered free of 
charge. Rabies vaccines 
will be available for $12 
for residents of Leicester, 
Rochdale,  and Cherry 
Valley, and $18 for resi-
dents of all other towns. 

Microchipping will also 
be offered for just $22.

“Vaccines are a criti-
cal tool in preventing the 
spread of dangerous and 
sometimes deadly diseas-
es in pets,” said Lindsay 
Doray, Chief Development 
Officer of Second Chance. 
“We’re proud to offer this 
clinic to help protect the 
health of pets and the peo-
ple who love them.”

Parking is limited, and 
a limited number of walk-
ins will be accepted until 
10:30 a.m. Pre-registration 
is strongly encouraged to 
ensure availability. 

Pet owners can reg-
ister online at www.sec-
ondchanceanimals.org/
scasconnect-worcester/ 
to reserve a spot and help 
ensure a smooth clinic 
experience. All dogs must 
be on leashes and cats in 
carriers for everyone’s 
safety.

For more information 
about  Second Chance 
Animal Services and their 
mission to provide afford-
able veterinary care to 
help pets stay healthy and 
in their homes, visit www.
secondchanceanimals.org.

Second Chance to host 
low-cost pet vaccine 
clinic on Sept. 13

H A R D W I C K  –  O n 
Saturday, Sept. 20 the musi-
cal duo Sultana will bring 
“His to ry  and  Legends 
through Song” to Paige 
Memorial Library at 87 
Petersham Road at 1:30 p.m. 

The program consists 
of songs, history and slides 
about fascinating histor-
ical or legendary people 
and events. The show will 
feature some songs about 

Massachusetts history. 
Other subjects in the 

show may include ancient 
Mesopotamia, a character 
from Arthurian legend, the 
Old West and a renowned 
radio broadcast. “History 
and Legends through Song” 
is part of the series “Live 
Music  Making His tory 
Live.” The other shows in 
the series are “The Roots of 
American Popular Music,” 

“The Railroad in Song,” 
and “Popular Music and 
Veterans.”

The duo Sultana is Jon 
and Li Waterman, both 
l i fe long musicians  and 
songwriters. Jon is also a 
licensed history teacher in 
Massachusetts. He created 
“Live Music Making History 
Live” in 2018 with the belief 
that history and entertain-
ment go together - through-

out the ages, songs, stories 
and theater have included 
history, and history is - or 
should be - entertaining.

The program is support-
ed in part by a grant from 
the Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency. Admission is 
free and the event is open to 
the public.

Sultana presents ‘History and Legends through Song’
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

LABOR DAY SALE!!!
DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!!!

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
100’S OF A/C’S & HUMIDIFIERS!
GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT SIDEWALK SALE!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

SEE FLYER INSIDE!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING 
$689,900  

21-22 Beach Drive
West Brookfield, MA

Lakefront living at 
it’s  best on fully 

recreational
Lake Wickaboag!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

PEACHESPEACHESPEACHES

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

   Labor Day    Labor Day 
WeekendWeekend

2026 Norwegian 
Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotia 
– Call Today

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 4 ......... Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum .............$120
Oct. 18 ....... Turkey Train ................................................$175
Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
March 11 ... Tropical Costa Rica ..........................from $3569
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

The Most
Advanced Lens

Designs Available
Frames to Fit Any Budget

Large Selection of 
Designer Frames 

For All Ages

SUNGLASSES
Maui Jim • Ray Ban

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA
413-283-3511

362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA
413-589-1806

Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit 
& lenses for every lifestyle.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The Paige 
Memorial Library welcomed the 
Mystic Aquarium’s Traveling 
Touch Tank this past weekend at 
the Town House.

This program was supported 
by a grant from the Hardwick-
New Braintree Cultural Council, 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
This event was the grand fina-
le to the 2025 summer reading 
program. 

The Mystic Aquarium fea-
tures various aquarium life in 
their traveling touch tank. This 
program includes interactive 
learning and has been around for 
over 20 years. 

Sally and Sam of the Mystic 
Aquarium arrived at the Town 
House to present the animals 
of the aquarium. Both Sam and 
Sally are educators and conser-
vation workers who help inspire 
protection and conservations of 
the native species that live in 
New England waters. 

“Inspire protection and con-
servation,” Sally said. 

The most common animals 
featured in the traveling touch 
tank are lobsters, horseshoe 
crab, sea whelks, clams, sea 
stars, mud snails, hermit crabs, 

spider crab, and sometimes 
green crab. Sam was in charge 
of showing the wildlife in the 
touch tanks, while Sally showed 
various types of seashells and 
even teeth from a Baleen whale. 
Sally also had underwater sea 
sponges for guests to check out, 
as well as bones from various 
sea life. 

Sam showed various aquatic 
life that was hanging out in the 
touch tanks including a spider 
crab, a species of crab known 
for having long legs. Kids got 
to pet the aquatic life as Sam 
shared information about each 
species.   

Paige Memorial Library 
Director Julie Bullock showed 
kids some fun craft activities. 
There were coloring pages fea-
turing aquatic life and books 

about sea life that can be found 
at the library. 

For more fun programs at the 
Paige Memorial Library, call 
413-477-6704 or email director.
paigelibrary@verizon.net. 

Traveling touch tank arrives in Hardwick

Sally from the Mystic Aquarium showed kids seashells and other aquatic items 
during the Traveling Touch Tank event at the Hardwick Town House.

Books 
and 

coloring 
pages 

featured 
sea life. 

Sam from the Mystic Aquarium 
shared information about ani-
mal life that hangs out in the 
Traveling Touch Tank. 

These small touch tanks 
featured various aquatic life 
such as lobster, sea stars, 
and various shellfish.  

Turley 
Photos 

by Ryan 
Drago


