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WARE – Students of Ware 
Public Schools said goodbye to 
summer vacation and hello to the 
new school year with a Back 
to School Block Party this past 
Monday evening.

On Aug. 24, staff, students 
and their families were able to 
enjoy a celebration before the start 
of the 2026-2027 school year, with 
music, food, games and more. The 
block party was held in the park-
ing area between Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School and Ware Middle School and 
at Stanley M. Koziol Elementary 
School’s playground. 

The Back to School Block Party 
provided a great opportunity for stu-
dents to connect with each other, and 
get to know their teachers and admin-
istrators. 

Students  in  grades  one-12 
returned to school on Aug. 26. 

Kindergarteners will have a 
staggered start, with students with 
last names starting with letters A-M 
starting on Wednesday, Sept. 2 and 
N-Z on Thursday, Sept. 3.

Preschool students will have their 
first day of school on Wednesday, 
Sept. 8. 

SEE MORE BACK TO SCHOOL 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 2. 

Swinging into 
the school year

Welcome
BACK TO SCHOOLBACK TO SCHOOL

Olivia Francis, age 8, 
enjoyed the swings 
during the Back to 
School Block Party 

at Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School this 

past Monday.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Wyatt Goodrich, age 8, played on the Ware 
Middle School playground.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – A meeting was 
recently held at E2E to dis-
cuss healthcare needs of the 
region, and use of Rural 
Health Transformation pro-
gram funding.

At the Aug. 12 meet-
ing, Cindy Allen Bourcier 
of Mary Lane Health, said 

she is an advocate for the 
protection of Mary Lane 
Hospital’s assets and reno-
vation of the historic build-
ing.

She said Mary Lane 
Health seeks to get health-
care services back in town, 
but primarily “we’re advo-
cating to get something 
going over on the Mary 
Lane site.”

A l so  a t t end ing  t he 

meeting was Emily Kirby, 
Director of Prevention and 
Community Health for the 
town of Ware. In addition 
to her work for the town 
of Ware, Kirby oversees 
Healthy Quaboag and the 
Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use Alliance.

Kirby said these two 

Regional meeting discusses 
rural health/economic needs

By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

HARDWICK – A public 
hearing was held Monday 
to approve a change of 
manager license for the 
Whistle Stop restaurant, 
which recently re-opened 
two weeks ago, to allow for 
liquor to be sold on site. 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
Justine Caggiano said the 
applicant made their pay-
ments  and passed the 
CORI check. The license 
will now be sent to the 
A l c o h o l i c  B ev e r a g e s 
Control Commission of 
Massachusetts before it is 
finalized. 

Cable access/YouTube
At the Aug. 24 meet-

ing, the board discussed 
the contract with a vendor 
who helps run the YouTube 
channel and cameras during 
Select Board meetings live. 

There was confusion 
among the board members 
at the meeting of Aug. 10 
about whether that vendor 
had a contract. It was not 
on file anywhere, so it was 
unclear how much the ven-
dor was being paid. 

During the meeting, 
Caggiano received a text 
from the vendor, saying 
it is $100 per meeting. 
According to Caggiano, the 
text said they would send 

over the contract for the 
board to see.

Select Board member 
William Tinker brought 
up whether the job had to 
be done through a vendor, 
and if they could have an 
in-house employee or a 
senior work off resident 
learn how to operate the 
camera. 

Select Board member 
Zack Spencer said the ven-
dor has an account that has 
information for other towns 
they serve, and if something 
were to happen to the ven-
dor, the town would have 
to start over, so he said 
the town should have full 
access to it. 

The board will contin-
ue the discussion at a future 
meeting.

Digital records 
management

Tinker said in 2028, 
the state is mandating that 
towns keep digital records 
of everything, and suggest-
ing a pilot program with 
the treasurer/collector and 
accountant to start digitiz-
ing their warrants and mak-
ing them searchable, and 
easy to find. 

Selec t  Board  Chair 
Jeffrey Schaaf said it may 
not be in the board’s pur-
view to get into the day-
to-day operations of the 

Change of manager 
OKd at Whistle Stop

By Ryan Drago 
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Workshop13 
had a lot to celebrate 
this past week as a cou-
ple dedication ceremo-
nies were held at the 13 
Church St. building.

T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s 
began on the first floor of 
Workshop13 as the cultur-
al arts and learning center 
welcomed a new feature 
to the building. 

Executive Director 
Marie Lauderdale wel-
comed board members 
and special guests to 
the building for a rib-
bon cutting ceremony 
to officially welcome a 
new accessibility lift to 
Workshop13.

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held at Workshop13 to 
celebrate the newly installed lift to make the building 
accessible and inclusive. Shown with the scissors was 
Tracy Opalinski, Trustee of the Edward & Barbara Urban 
Foundation. 

Vertical lift and Urban Hall 
dedicated at Workshop13

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – A presenta-
tion from Tecton Architects 
was given during the Board 
of Selectmen’s meeting on 
Aug. 20.

This presentation dis-
cussed the recent study find-
ings on the potential redevel-
opment options at 968 Main 
St. for the purpose of housing 
the Police Department. 

Jeff McElravy of Tecton 
Architects gave the presen-
tation with several items to 
talk about and addressed 
questions that were submit-
ted to him by the Board of 
Selectmen.

McElravy went over the 
conceptual designs for both 
the bank building at 968 
Main St. and the location next 
to the Department of Public 
Works. 

When discussing the con-
ceptual design of the bank 
building, McElravy proposed 
some additions which would 
include a new elevator to 

Board 
reviews 
police 
station 
study

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK –  The 
Paige Memorial Library had 
a patriotic quilt displayed 
during Colonial Field Day 
this past Saturday. 

The quil t  was made 
by the students of Pam 
Hinckley, who taught sew-
ing classes at the Paige 
Memorial Library back in 

March. The project started 
in the late winter and fin-
ished around April while 
Hinckley was teaching and 
offering workshops for kids 
and adults. 

According to Hinckley, 
all the kids she got this past 
year were very interested in 
making another quilt. The 
kids, ages 7-13, also made a 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
The patriotic quilt designed by five Kids Can Sew 
Quilters was displayed at the Paige Memorial Library 
during Colonial Field Day. 

Kid Quilters’ work is 
highlighted at the library

Please see HEALTH 
NEEDS, page 6

Please see WARREN BOS, 
page 7

Please see LIFT, page 6
Please see LIBRARY, 

page 2
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 2021 showed 
Marty Goulet at the 

“Bringing Awareness 
to Recovery” Art 

Exhibition held at 
ArtWorks Gallery 
during Recovery 

Month.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

USDA INSP. 

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................

USDA INSP. 

ROAST BEEF ..................................

USDA INSP. FRESH SMOKED
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .................. 

$299
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/27/26-9/2/268/27/26-9/2/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN WILD CAUGHT

SNOWCRAB
CLUSTERS ....................................  

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SHRIMP TOAST  .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN GEN BAKE

POWDERED DONUT 
HOLES 14 OZ .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB. BAG ........

lb

$222
lb

lb

lb

lb
$335

$399

$177

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$209
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$528
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ........................

$599

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ...............

$299

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$444
lb

lb
$599

BEEF CHUCK 
      ROAST 
    or STEAK

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI

 

$999

$1299
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$149

22/$500

Annual Member Picnic
September 19th

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Work Days
& Kids On Track

Saturday, 
September 12th & 26th 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Interested in more information
amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

offices, since the department 
heads do what they think is 
necessary.

According to Tinker, if the 
town implements this policy 
to make records searchable, 
it would save time on pub-
lic records requests, and the 
town clerk would be able to 
find records without searching 
through the dozens of boxes 
in his office. 

He said they have a 
machine that can do optical 
character recognition, which 
makes each part of the doc-
ument searchable to any-
body who has it, including 
residents getting their record 
request. 

Tinker described it as 
standardizing and stream-
lining operations. He also 
suggested standardizing the 
names of the folders so they 
are easier to find. 

According to Caggiano, a 
lot of those records, includ-
ing Select Board packets and 
warrants, are already digi-
tized and saved into specific 

folders that can be accessed. 

Additional meetings
Around the beginning 

of the fiscal year, the board 
voted to have additional 
meetings to conduct financial 
oversight like reviewing war-
rants, but there have not been 
any additional meetings since 
that vote was taken. 

The board voted 2-1 to 
cancel all additional meet-
ings, and call them on an 
as-needed basis. 

Schaaf said in budget sea-
son, there is a need for more 
meetings to build the budget, 
but it is the middle of summer 
now, and there’s nothing to 
put on an agenda.

Tinker said that he has 
made agenda requests that 
could be put on the addi-
tional meetings, but they get 
declined, and he voted in 
opposition to their cancella-
tion. 

School lease
The board signed the lease 

agreement for the Hardwick 
Elementary School. It was 
reviewed by the town coun-

sel who recommended it be 
signed.

Town Administrator’s 
report

Caggiano said there was 
$253,000 of winter recov-
ery from the state, and the 
town used about $50,000 of 
it for a roadside mower, and 
it was submitted by her and 
Highway Superintendent 
Martin Gryszowka. 

Some of the other money 
will be used for road projects 
including Highland Terrace 
and put into free cash. 

She said the new high-
way clerk also gave her 
notice since the town of West 
Brookfield increased her 
hours there. 

Caggiano said fire calls 
are up, and the budget will 
have to be looked at around 
fiscal year 2028. 

There were two interviews 
for executive assistant, and 
a recommendation should 
be coming at the board’s 
Sept. 14 meeting. The exec-
utive assistant will do meet-
ing minutes, but until then, 
Spencer will. 

HARDWICK BOS 
from page 1

Welcome

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

Seniors were invited to cus-
tomize their parking spots.

BACK TO SCHOOLBACK TO SCHOOL

Sisters Maddie 
Dougan, age 5, and 
Elena Dougan, age 

8, played on the see-
saw at the Back to 
School Block Party.

quilt last year. 
This year’s theme came 

from a suggestion of making 
a patriotic quilt for the 250th 
anniversary of the U.S. Each 
kid drew their own square, 
or block, that was placed on 
the center of the quilt. 

The entire project took 
about a month to complete 
from start to finish. The kids 
had fun last year designing a 
quilt, and Hinckley thought 
it was a wonderful activity 
for them to do at their local 
library. 

“They love their library,” 
Hinckley said. 

When last year’s quilt 
was auctioned off, one of 
Hinckley’s students was the 
winner and took the quilt 

home. The quilts are auc-
tioned off to raise money for 
the Paige Memorial Library. 

Hinckley said the effort 
of raising money had a good 
turnout last year. 

This year, the patriotic 
quilt was being raffled off 
during Colonial Field Day, 
an event to celebrate the end 
of summer reading. Folks 
donated and received a ticket 
and waited for the announce-
ment of who won the quilt. 

On the back of the quilt 
were the signatures of the 
kids who designed the quilt 
at the library. The Kids Can 
Sew Quilters were Maren 
Goddard, Michaela Dias, 
Madeline Boyko, Marianne 
Pacek and Magdalena Pacek. 

Next year, due to student 
interest, Hinckley is plan-

ning on doing a knitting 
class for kids. Hinckley will 
return to the Paige Memorial 
Library in the winter for 
another fun session of class-
es with her talented students. 

As part of Colonial Field 
Day, the Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library also host-
ed their book sale.

Library Director Julie 
Bullock said the Paige 
Memorial Library was grate-
ful for the help they got from 
volunteers and participants 
of Colonial Field Day who 
set up the obstacle course for 
the event. 

For more information, 
visit the Paige Memorial 
Library at 87 Petersham 
Road, or contact them at 
paigel ibrary.hardwick@
gmail.com or 413-477-6704. 

LIBRARY from page 1

WARE – The laughter 
begins the moment the lights 
come up at this year’s Ware 
Comedy Show, hosted in the 
newly renamed Urban Hall at 
Workshop13, 13 Church St. 

This 21+ show will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 26 
from 7-9 p.m. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and tickets are $20 
per person.

Audiences can expect an 
evening packed with stand-
out comedy talent from 
across New England and 
beyond. If you attended last 
year’s sold‑out event, you 
already know the bar is set 
high – and this year’s line-
up is poised to raise it even 
further.

Workshop13 is also proud 
to share that Urban Hall is 
now fully ADA wheelchair 
accessible, ensuring more 
members of the community 
can enjoy live performances 
comfortably and safely.

Returning as host is 
Boston Comedy Festival 
winner Dan Boulger, whose 
relaxed delivery, sharp obser-
vations, and polished stage 
presence made him a crowd 
favorite last year. His ability 
to make comedy look effort-
less is a testament to his skill 
and experience.

Headlining this year’s 
show is Jake Silberman, a 

nationally touring comedi-
an known for his quick wit, 
unique perspective, and 
exceptional crowd work. His 
talent for finding humor in 
everyday life and connecting 
with audiences guarantees 
a performance that is both 
intelligent and hilarious.

The opening acts bring 
their own impressive cre-
dentials. Avery Quinn, a 
regular at Mohegan Sun’s 
Comix stage and a headlin-
er throughout New England, 
commands the room with 
his animated style and mag-
netic presence. Joining him 
is Hilary Price, celebrated 
for her offbeat humor, orig-
inality, and relatable story-
telling. Her clever, thought-
ful material consistently 
earns big laughs while giv-
ing audiences something to 
chew on.

Together, these perform-
ers deliver a lineup loaded 
with originality, talent, and 
the kind of creative material 
that defines great stand‑up 
comedy. 

A heartfelt thank‑you 
goes to the Ware Cultural 
Council for its support, help-
ing make this exceptional 
evening of comedy avail-
able for just $20 per ticket. 
Tickets are available at work-
shop13.org.

Tickets available for Ware 
Comedy Show on Sept. 26

International 
Overdose 
Awareness 
Day is Aug. 31
Candlelight 
Vigil hosted by 
Recovery 
Center of HOPE

WARE – The Recovery 
C e n t e r  o f  H O P E ’s 
third annual Overdose 
Awareness Candlelight 
Vigil will be held on 
Monday,  Aug.  31  a t 
Veterans Park at 6:30 p.m.

The vigil will remem-
ber those lost to overdose, 
honor those impacted by 
overdose and stand togeth-
er in hope and community.

The Recovery Center 
of HOPE will provide can-
dles for the vigil, as well 
as purple candles to bring 
home and place in your 
window as a visible sign 
of overdose awareness. All 
are welcome.

There will be gath-
ering beforehand at the 
R e c ove r y  C e n t e r  o f 
HOPE, 52 Main St., from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. for food, 
soft drinks and fellowship. 
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The Ware River News 
will gladly correct factual 
errors that appear in this 
paper.  Cor rec t ions  o r 
clarifications will always 
appear  on Page 3.  To 
request a correction, send 
information to pouimett@
turley.com, or call 967-
3505. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  
Ware River News, Attn: 
Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069.

Ware Senior Center 
NEWS

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
continued discussion about 
a request to form a Health 
Care Committee.

At the Aug. 18 meet-
ing, Town Manager Stuart 
Beck ley  sa id  the re  i s 
already work underway to 
form a regional rural health 
care coalition, as well as a 
redevelopment authority to 
include the health care dis-
trict.

Selectboard Chair Josh 
Kusnierz said he thinks the 
additional committee would 
be beneficial to the town.

Beckley said Selectboard 
would be responsible for 
establishing the charge of the 
new Health Care Committee 
to determine what area it 
will cover. 

Kusnierz said the forma-
tion of the committee has 
his support as long as its not 
limited to the Mary Lane 
Hospital site. 

“We can’t hyper-focus 
on one spot,” Kusnierz said. 
“It is looking for the broad 
vision of healthcare overall 
for this community.”

Kusnierz said the com-
mittee will not be about 
trying to “get the hospital 
back.”

Resident Ann Bigda said 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture recommended 
the town have this commit-
tee for when Rural Health 
Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  f u n d s 
become available.

“Having this committee 
is in the best interests of the 
town of Ware…once that 
money is doled out,” she 
said.

Resident Cindy Allen 
Bourcier said it is important 
to form this committee now 
and get it running before the 

funds are released.
The Selectboard voted 

to form a Health Care 
Committee. The board will 
make appointments to the 
committee at its last meeting 
in September.

Sidewalk concerns
Selec tboard  member 

Valerie Granger shared a 
concern she received from a 
resident about bushes grow-
ing over the sidewalks on 
Wildflower Drive.

Beckley said Wildflower 
Drive is not a town-main-
tained road and the owner 
of the property would be 
responsible for its care. 

He said the Planning 
Board has been in discus-
sion about ownership of the 
road with the bank that sold 
the lots to a developer. The 
bank did not sell the road to 
the developer and therefore 
retained ownership.

Se lec tboard  member 
Steven Hawk asked about 
the East Street underpass 
and the new ownership of 
the railroad tracks.

Beckley said the manager 
of the railroad tracks said it 
was a high priority and he 
can reach out again to invite 
him to meet with the board.

Selectboard Clerk John 
Desmond spoke about the 
sidewalk project that will 
span Church Street from 
Pleasant Street to Walnut 
Street.

He said the water and 
sewer lines also need to be 
replaced on that street, and 
he was concerned about the 
new sidewalks being torn up 
when that happens.

C a t h y  C a s c i o  a l s o 
brought up concerns about 
sidewalks near Park Street 
and further up on Church 
Street.

Beckley said the grant for 
the Church Street sidewalks 

only covered the section 
mentioned by Desmond, but 
work will continue further 
up the street in phases.

Recognition
The Selectboard recog-

nized members of the town’s 
U.S. 250th Celebration 
Committee for their efforts 
to celebrate the nation’s 
semiquincentenniel.

Appointments
The Selectboard appoint-

ed Robin Sager to the Rail 
Trail Committee.

The Selectboard dis-
cussed appointing Thomas 
Rizzo to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Commission 

Hawk shared his concerns 
about posts Rizzo has made 
on social media and asked to 
table the appointment.

Hawk said he thought 
Rizzo’s posts were “a little 
troublesome” and wanted 
to ask him questions about 
them before moving forward 
with the appointment.

“I’m not saying he’s not 
worthy of being on the com-
mittee,” he said.

The board voted to table 
the appointment until they 
spoke to Rizzo.

Town Accountant position
Beckley presented the 

board with information 
about new Town Accountant 
Elise Diemand, who will 
start the following week.

Diemand recently worked 
as the part-time accountant 
for the town of Hampden. 
She also previously worked 
in  Ware  a t  Be rksh i r e 
Blanket.

Announcements
Kusnierz asked drivers to 

be mindful of buses, school 
vans and students walking 
to and from school as the 
school year starts.

“There are buses; where 
there are buses, there are 
children,” he said.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Overdose Awareness Day 
Vigil hosted by the Recovery 
Center of HOPE will be held 
on Monday, Aug. 31 from 
6:30-7 p.m. at Veterans Park.

Regional retreat
Kusnierz said he wants 

to schedule a regional com-
munities retreat with select 
boards and town administra-
tors/managers from neigh-
boring towns to discuss 
ideas and issues, as well as 
network.

“I’m wondering wheth-
er it’s an opportunity for 
us to bring in some of the 
surrounding communities 
together,” he said.

He said the retreat could 
provide towns with an 
opportunity to collaborate 
and share resources.

Kusnierz said there are 
grant funds available to 
cover the cost of the retreat. 

The Selectboard will con-
tinue discussion about the 
retreat at its next meeting. 

Waiver of first refusal
T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 

reviewed a partial waiver of 
the right of first refusal for 
property at 298 Belchertown 
Road that is in Chapter 61A. 
Beckley said the waiver is 
only for a small part of the 
property, and the rest will 
remain in Chapter 61A.

The board waived its 
right of first refusal.

Toll road
The board approved a 

toll road fundraiser to ben-
efit the Ware Holiday Flair. 
The fundraiser will be held 
on Sept. 12 and 13, from 8 
a.m.-noon at intersections 
along Main Street.

New Health Care Committee formed
WARE – The Ware Senior 

Center, 413-967-9645, locat-
ed at 1 Robbins Road, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Aug. 31

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for appoint-
ment.

•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 

Tuesday, Sept. 1
•	 9 a.m. Exercise Class at 

Valley View Housing
•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for appoint-
ment.

•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class.
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 

5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Sept. 2
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi 
•	 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 
413-967-9645 for appoint-
ment.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori

Thursday, Sept. 3
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club 

(weather permitting)
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing for 

Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Sept. 4
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat 
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (doors open at 

5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless

 otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

9645 by noon on the business 
day before, to put you name 
on the lunch list. 

Monday, Aug. 31
Turkey Waldorf Wrap, 

Potato Chips, Dessert of the 
Day

Tuesday, Sept. 1
Meat Lasagna, Caesar 

Salad, Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, Sept. 2

Hot Dogs with Baked 
Beans, Coleslaw, Dessert of 
the Day

Thursday, Sept. 3
Grilled Ham and Cheese 

Sandwich, French Fries, 
Dessert of the Day

Friday, Sept. 4
Baked Fish,  Roasted 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road, has 
celebrated the Hardwick 
C o m m u n i t y  F a i r ,  t h e 
Hardwick Fair-y Village, 
and Summer Reading which 
ended with a fun Field Day. 

Library staff are grateful 
to the Friends of the Paige 
Library and to all the volun-
teers who made those activi-
ties possible.

As summer winds down 
and  schools  open ,  the 
Paige Memorial Library 
will continue to offer pro-
grams and resources for all. 
Homeschoolers can access 
books and materials through 
the library and through 
Interlibrary Loan. 

Ongoing programs
The library’s Wednesday 

morning Story Hour and 
activities begin at 11 a.m. 
with “getting to know you 
time” at 10:30 a.m. The Book 
Sale is also ongoing, though 
smaller. 

The Book Club and the 
Cookbook Club meet month-
ly. The Paige Writers meet 

every other week. Friends of 
the Paige Memorial Library, 
the Movie Committee, the 
new Hardwick Gardening 
C l u b ,  a n d  t h e  P M L 
Volunteers are open to new 
members.

Upcoming events
Coming in September 

w i l l  b e  t h e  We n d e l l 
Warriors African Drumming 
Wo r k s h o p  w i t h  J a f a r 
Manselle and Massachusetts 
Good Neighbor Day on Sept. 
26.

For more information, 
stop by the library; visit 
www.paigelibrary.com or 
Facebook; email paigelibrary.
hardwick@gmail.com; or 
call 413-477-6704.   

Paige Memorial Library 
lists ongoing programs

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WA R E  –  T r i n i t y 
Episcopal Church, located 
at the corner of Park and 
Pleasant streets, is celebrat-
ing its 125th anniversary this 
year. 

A fundra iser  d inner 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct .  3  in  the Alfonso 
Banquet Room at Teresa’s 
Restaurant, 315 Palmer 
Road. Tickets are $50 per 
person and include a social 
hour, family-style dinner and 
live music.

Social hour begins at 5 

p.m., and a dinner of chick-
en parmesan with ziti, salad, 
coffee and tea will be served 
at 6 p.m. Cash bar is avail-
able. 

Raffle tickets will also 
be sold during the dinner. 
Raffle items include at least 
two handmade quilts made 
by the church ladies quilt 
group, and items donated by 
friends and local businesses. 

Entertainment will begin 
at 7 p.m. and has been gra-
ciously donated by local 
musicians, including Seth 

Newton. 
All proceeds from the 

evening will go toward phys-
ical improvement projects at 
the new Jubilee Ministries 
center, 80 Pleasant St., espe-
cially a handicap ramp and 
awning and other projects.

This year is also the 45th 
anniversary of the Jubilee 
Cupboard, which got its start 
in the church’s kitchen.

Tickets can be purchased 
on Sundays at the church 
after services from 10:30 
a.m.-noon; during church 

office hours Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
at Jubilee Ministries, 80 
Pleasant St., on Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon; at Jeffery 
& Jeffery, 137 Main St., 
during regular business 
hours Monday through 
Friday; or by calling the 
church office at 413-967-
6100.

Tickets must be pur-
chased by Thursday, Sept. 
24. 

Trinity Episcopal celebrates 125th anniversary with dinner
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print free 
self-submitted statements of 
candidacy only four weeks or 
more out from the election. All 
candidates running in both con-
tested and uncontested races are 
asked to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only bi-
ographical and campaign plat-
form details. Total word count 
for statements is limited to be-
tween 300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We will 
not publish any statements of 
candidacy inside the four weeks 
from election threshold. To pub-
lish any other campaign publicity 
during the race, please contact 
our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal 
attacks against other candidates 
or political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
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Letters to the editor of no more 
than 250 words from supporters 
endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are 
limited to three total per author 
during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Note: Statements or 
allegations made during 
the public comment peri-
ods of municipal meetings 
are those of individuals 
and do not reflect the offi-
cial views or positions of 
the public body, munic-
ipality, or this newspaper. 
Comments that are made 
are not checked for accu-
racy.  

Dawn, who gardens 
in Tolland, asked a 
few questions of the 

Garden Lady this past week.  
You see, this is the first 

year in three years that 
Dawn has a had a pro-
ductive garden. Her 
former garden was 
too far from the 
house to be tend-
ed. It was tricky to 
irrigate and animals 
often found their way 
through or under the 
fence. 

Dawn’s hard work ended 
up being a hearty meal for 
woodchucks and more. Now, 
with raised beds close to her 
house, she is grateful for a 
bountiful harvest. 

First, she wanted to be 
reminded how to roast toma-
toes.

I enjoy roasting my cherry 
tomatoes; it’s a great way to 
use them up when they pro-
duce like gangbusters. 

Depending on the size, 
I either cut them in half or 
quarters and put them no 
more than two rows deep in a 
roasting pan. I sprinkle a tea-
spoon or two of extra virgin 
olive oil over the tomatoes 
and then I add half an onion 
and two-three cloves of gar-
lic.  

After  mixing al l  the 
ingredients together, I bake 
at 400 degrees for about an 
hour, stirring midway. You 
know when it is done when 
the skins pucker and there is 
very little liquid left.  Now 
you can either eat it this way, 
say over pasta or rice, or you 
can zip it up with a few basil 
leaves and you have made 
your own sauce.  

No need to de-seed or 
remove the skins. Just think, 
all that added fiber and good-
ness, with less work to boot!  

You can tailor your roast-
ing to suite your own taste 
buds as well. Some folks add 
chopped peppers or eggplant. 

Certainly you can use any 
type of tomato, too and add 
additional herbs or spices.

Speaking of peppers,  

Dawn also wanted to know 
how to roast peppers. It’s a 
little different from tomatoes.  

Peppers roast best when 
they are fully ripe – i.e., when 
they have changed color. I 
have mentioned it before, but 
my favorite roasting pepper is 
“Carmen,” a long bell pepper 
with thick walls.  

Simply wash the fruits and 
position them whole in a sin-
gle layer under the broiler, 
turning frequently until they 
bubble up and char slight-
ly. This can also be accom-
plished on a gas grill or as 
my husband will attest, over 
the flame of your kitchen gas 
stove.  

Once charred, place them 
in a paper bag or covered 
container. The steam will 
soften the skin to the point it 
can be rubbed off, revealing 
yummy, thick flesh.  

Pull off the stem and 
remove the seeds and voila! 
Roasted red peppers are 
yours to freeze.  

I just blot mine dry and 
put them in single servings in 
plastic freezer bags. The fruit 
is easily thawed by placing 
the bag into a shallow basin 
of water; likewise, you can 
pop the pepper popsicle on to 
a plate and let it thaw in the 
fridge.  

Roasted peppers are fan-
tastic on homemade pizza or 
blended into hummus. 

I shared with Dawn that 
I was making pickles. She 
went on to say that hers never 
turn out well, so I texted her a 
copy of a recipe given to me 
by a dear coworker over 20 
years ago. I am still making 
them.  

I’m not sure who original-
ly gave Ron the recipe, but 
here it is for anyone want-
ing to use up an abundance 
of cucumbers. I’ve made it 
with full size cukes as well as 

picklers.  
I would recommend 

that you fill your can-
ning jars, be it quart 
or half gallon, with 
the cucumbers first. 

They can be packed 
tightly.  

Then, add plain water 
to the jar all the way to the 
rim. Dump the water out into 
a large measuring cup to see 
just how much liquid you 
need.  

Then you can adjust the 
other ingredients to the ratio 
in the recipe.  I learned this 
trick the hard way after 
wasting ingredients because 
I didn’t need quite a double 
recipe.

Ron’s Pickle Recipe
Ingredients:

14-16 cucumbers
8 teaspoons pickling spice
6 dill tops
6 cloves garlic
2 teaspoons sugar
4 tablespoons Kosher salt
1 cup vinegar
5 cups water
Instructions:

Combine all ingredients 
into canning jars. Shake 
and leave on counter for 36 
hours. Refrigerate for two 
days before eating. Will 
keep in the fridge for a few 
months although the flavor 
will intensify with storage.

Enjoy the harvest as much 
as Dawn is!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Dear Rusty: 
My wife and I file our taxes 

jointly. 
I n  2 0 2 4 ,  I  t o o k  a n 

IRA Required Minimum 
Distribution, which was sig-
nificantly more than I was 
required to take. 

My Medicare premiums 
were not affected in 2025 
and our Social Security pay-
ments were not reduced. Then, 
our joint filing in 2025 kept 
us below the IRS’ “Modified 
Adjusted Gross Income level. 

Yet in 2026 our Medicare 
payments increased and our 
Social Security payments were 
reduced. 

If my MAGI is below the 
maximum for 2025, will 
my regular SS payments/
Medicare reduct ions  be 
restored in 2027? Is there 
any action I need to take to 
ensure this will happen or will 
our Medicare payments and 
reduced SS payments be our 
new norm? 

Signed: Worried Retiree

Dear Worried Retiree: 
FYI, your Medicare pre-

miums in 2026 were affect-
ed by the large RMD you 
took in 2024, which caused a 
Medicare provision known as 
the “Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount ” to 
apply for 2026. 

When determining the 
Medicare Part  B premi-
um for next year (each fall), 
Medicare uses the income 
you reported to the IRS two 
years prior to calculate your 
Medicare Part B (and Part D) 
premium for upcoming year.  

If you exceed the base 
“IRMAA” income thresh-
old two years ago, then your 
Medicare premiums for the 
next year will include a sup-
plemental amount on top of 
the “standard” Medicare pre-
mium for that year. 

The amount of the supple-
ment depends on how much 

you exceed the base IRMAA 
threshold by (FYI, the base 
IRMAA threshold for 2026 
for a married couple filing 
jointly was $218,000). If your 
2024 income exceeded that 
initial IRMAA threshold, you 
paid a higher Medicare premi-
um, which also reduced your 
SS monthly payment because 
Medicare is deducted from 
your SS benefit. IRMAA uses 
a sliding scale to determine 
how much more than the stan-
dard Medicare premium you 
will pay.

However, that will all auto-
matically correct itself going 
forward. In other words, when 
determining your premiums 
for 2027, Medicare will look 
at your 2025 income. If your 
2025 MAGI is less than the 
base IRMAA threshold, you 
and your wife will both auto-
matically revert to paying the 
standard 2027 Medicare Part 
B and Part D premiums. 

You don’t need to take any 
action for that to happen; it 
will all be automatic.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To sub-
mit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

We were bitten by Medicare’s 
IRMAA this year; What should I so? 

I received an email from 
a Hampden resident, 
who sent two photos 

of Eastern bluebirds – one 
adult male and a fledgling.

She states, “I live in 
Hampden, for the past sev-
eral years we have been 
blessed to have a pair of 
bluebird’s nest in our yard. 
They have had three broods 
of babies each year includ-
ing this year.” 

The fledgling in the 
above photo is a male. The 
photo was taken short-
ly after fledging. Wing 
feathers, wing coverts and 
tail feathers are essential 
in determining the sex of 
young bluebirds. 

By day ten to eleven 
days after hatching, feather 
colors are noticeable. The 
blue tail in males and gray 
in females become apparent. 
In the male, the short tail 
at fledging is bright blue. 
Times may vary but by day 
13 the tail color is apparent. 

Both sexes have a gray 
spotted back and chest. 
They also have a white eye 
ring. 

By the time a  bluebird is 
19 to 24 days old, the male 
has blue wing coverts and 
the female gray ones. 

At five weeks old the 
young male has blue wing 
feathers and a bright blue 
tail. The female’s primary 
wing feathers are blue, but 
concealed. The base of her 
tail is blue and the rest blu-
ish gray. Spots are still pres-
ent on back and breast. 

Young bluebirds contin-
ue to depend on their par-
ents for food until six weeks 
old. Siblings tend to forage 
nearby until they join flocks 
of young birds. Some first 
brood birds even help raise 
their parents next brood if 
their parents have a double 
brood season.

B e t w e e n  J u l y  a n d 
October young birds begin 
to replace their juvenile 
plumage. Blue and brick red 
feathers begin to appear. By 
mid to late October all juve-
niles finish molting  into 
their first adult plumage. 

Leucistic crow
I met a New Braintree 

resident at the Oakham Post 
Office this week. He said he 
saw a crow with one white 
wing. Leucistic birds are 
birds that have abnormal 
plumage coloration due to a 
genetic mutation that causes 
a partial loss of pigmenta-
tion. 

They may have washed 
out feathers or blotches of 
white feathers. While rare, 
they are found in many bird 
species around the world.

Whippoorwills
A Brimfield resident 

emailed, “I thought you’d 
be interested to learn that I 
still have several whippoor-
wills calling at dusk in the 
lower Haynes Hill/Paige 
Hill area of Brimfield.”

She stated, “I’ve only 
lived here four years, but 
they are here every year!. 
They start calling about 
8:30 p.m.”

She stated, “My grand-
parents owned a house that 
bordered Reedy Meadow 
in Lynnfield. We heard 
Whippoorwills there. So 
cool to have them calling 
from my front and back 
yards at the same time.”

While on vacation as a 
child on Lake Winnisquam, 
my dad, brother and I would 
hear them calling while 
fishing for horn pout at 
night. I used to hear them in 
Oakham, but I not heard one 
in years.

Owls hooting
I do hear barred owls 

hooting back and forth at 
night. Sometimes they are 
quite loud and can be heard 
even with the windows 
closed. 

Juvenile red-tailed hawk
I received an email from 

a reader who saw a juve-
nile red-tailed hawk in her 
front yard. She stated, “It 
was quite beautiful. It had a 
small rodent for its dinner. It 
was really close to my front 
door, I’ve never seen a hawk 
so close to me.” 

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

Photos by Elizabeth Frederick
T h e  f l e d g l i n g  m a l e 
Eastern bluebird blends 
in with the ground cover. 
Blue feathers are visible.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

This adult male Eastern 
bluebird is seen at the 
entrance of a bluebird 
house checking on his 
brood.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Labor Day, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, Sept. 3
– Thank you!

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• 60 Ton Crane Available
• Log Linked Firewood
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Turley Staff Photo

WBCA & BEYOND DONATES SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Shannon Ortana, Ware Branch Manager Monson Savings Bank, on behalf of the Ware 
Business & Civic Association and Beyond, dropped off school supplies to the Stanley 
M. Koziol Elementary School staff. The collected school supplies were donations from 
this past summer’s collection drive. Pictured left to right are Darcy Lohr, Ortana, Pam 
Iwasinski,  Jen Knight and Amy Watson.  

By Zacharias 
Fragkiadakis

Staff Writer
zachf@turley.com

WARE – The pool com-
mittee met Monday to dis-
cuss a past grant that the 
town applied for with the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency that could have 
replaced the pool along 
with various other amenities 
at the property. 

The committee also dis-
cussed future grants that 
may become available in 
the future.

At the Aug. 24 meeting, 
grant writer Jay Mooney 
a t tended the  meet ing, 
explaining that in 2023, the 
town applied for a grant of 
about $8 million with the 
EPA, and they got through 
the first phase of interview-
ing with no problems, but it 
never came to fruition. 

Mooney said part of 
the problem was the new 
administration that start-
ed in 2024 cut a lot of that 
funding, and there are at 
least 20 grants across the 
country in similar situa-
tions.

The grant would have 
replaced the pool, brought 
programming like swim-
ming instruction and imple-
mented a shuttle bus to get 
people to and from the pool. 

The reason the town 
qualified in 2023 was 
because the portion of the 
town where the pool sat 
was designated an environ-
mental justice community. 
Part of the criteria for the 
grant was electrifying the 
Quaboag Connector and 
having charging stations in 
the town.

According to mass.gov, 
an environmental justice 
community has at least one 
of these criteria: median 
income is 65% less than the 
state average, the popula-
tion is at least 40% minori-
ty, at least 25% of the popu-
lation do not speak English 
fluently or minorities make 
up 25% of the population 
and the median household 
income of the municipality 
in which it is located does 
not exceed 150% of the 
statewide average.

Mooney  sa id  o the r 
grants of that magnitude are 
hard to come by, but there 
are other agencies like the 
USDA and their facilities 
grant, which have been used 
for community centers in 
other places. 

Commi t t ee  member 
Nancy Talbot said the town 
is lacking community cen-
ters, so it should be looked 
at.

Mooney said a lot of the 
USDA grants are actually 

loan programs, and their 
criteria changes often. 

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e 
Community Development 
Block Grant, but the town 
already tried that for a 
splash pad, and it wasn’t 
approved. Mooney said 
other options are reaching 
out to legislators like state 
Rep. Todd Smola and state 
Sen. Peter Durant for ear-
marks and a wellness ini-
tiative. 

Mooney  sa id  the re 
are some health organi-
zations out there that will 
post requests for proposals 
where anybody can sign 
up, but there are not many, 
as most of them are on an 
invite only basis, and he 
said it is difficult to get into 
them. 

He said the environ-
mental justice designation 
doesn’t matter anymore, 
but there are still grants for 
areas with persistent pov-
erty if at least 20% of the 
population are below the 
poverty line. As of now, that 
figure is about 18.5%. 

Mooney said since the 
town is close to a final 
design,  now that  they 
have the $40,000 donation 
from Charles McQuaid, 
they could be competitive 
for grants since they can 
demonstrate exactly what 
the plan will be for the site.

community
Pool committee discusses 
past grant, future possibilities

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Staff Writer

zachf@turley.com

WARE – The Downtown 
Economic and Development 
Committee heard updates on 
the Millyard District, casino 
lot and Safe Streets for All 
grant at their Monday meet-
ing. 

The Selectboard will also 
vote to appoint five members 
to the committee at their next 
meeting.

T h e  M i l l y a r d  a n d 
Healthcare District, accord-
ing to Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley  runs  f rom the 
Millyard businesses on East 
Main Street down South 
Street to the former site of 
Mary Lane Hospital. The 
healthcare portion of the dis-
trict is only the former hospi-
tal site and the current site of 
the Cedarbrook Village assist-
ed living facility. 

That district was approved 
at a previous town meeting, 
according to Beckley.

Beckley said there was 
a Community One Stop for 
Growth application submit-
ted online for the district, and 
there could be a re-devel-
opment authority formed to 
tackle the area. The goal is for 
more economic development 
in the Millyard area. 

The current plan from 
Baystate Health is to put a 
medical residency program at 

the Mary Lane Hospital site 
where future medical staff 
can be trained, as the site can 
only be used for healthcare 
purposes.

There is also a small build-
ing in the district that is set to 
be demolished. A survey of 
the Millyard had come in, and 
the next round is water and 
sewer, according to Beckley.

Other areas of focus
Beckley said there are 

grants for Bank Street for 
sidewalks and lighting out, 
along with the casino lot, 
which is the area between the 
former Villa’s Restaurant and 
Veterans Park, where there 
is a proposed seating area. 
Beckley said those grants get 
approved around October.

The Safe Streets for All 
grant will focus on intersec-
tions at Church Street and 
Pleasant Street and inter-
sections with North Street. 
Beckley said a conceptual 
design was approved, and the 
final design will be in the sec-
ond year of the grant. There 
will be crosswalks, lights and 
sidewalk improvements in 
those areas. 

The other intersection 
is with Anderson Road and 
Route 9, where Beckley said 
there will likely be a turnout 
lane. 

There will also be side-
walk improvements on South 
Street down to Marjorie 

Street.
Two buildings on Main 

Street, across from the inter-
section with North Street are 
set to be demolished soon as 
well.

WBCA update
Dan F lynn  wi th  the 

Ware Business and Civic 
Association and Beyond 
praised the businesses for 
supporting the costs of the 
250th fireworks celebration, 
saying it would not have been 
possible without them. 

Downtown economic development 
committee hears updates

State Primary 
voting 
information

HARDWICK
Polls are open in the 

Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 School House 
Drive, Gilbertville, on 
Tuesday, Sept. 1 from 7 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

WARE
Polls are open in the 

Ware Town Hall,  126 
Main St., on Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. 

WARREN
Pol l s  a re  open  in 

the Charles E. Shepard 
Municipal Building, 48 
High St., on Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

BARRE– Quabbin Area 
Little League is holding its 
annual “Glow Ball” fund-
raising event for the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at Felton 
Field, 120 Old Coldbrook 
Road.

The Quabbin Area Little 
League’s summer baseball 
program, the Jimmy Fund 
Baseball League, culminates 
each year with a dedicated 
fundraising event. This ini-
tiative is entirely focused 
on generating vital funds 
for the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, supporting their 
critical research and patient 
care programs.

Check-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m. 
The game features spe-
cialized glow-in-the-dark 
balls, and all participants 
are adorned with luminous 
bracelets and necklaces, cre-
ating an electrifying visual 
experience.

This six-team, double 
elimination tournament is a 
glow-in-the-dark modified 
wiffle ball game. 

T he  gam e  i t s e l f  i s 
designed for rapid-paced 
play, allowing for a five-in-
ning game to conclude in 
approximately 35 minutes. 
There are no age restric-
tions, no prior skill level is 
required, and all necessary 
equipment is provided. 

For a nominal fee of $10, 
anyone can participate and 
enjoy this unique, communi-
ty-focused event. 

This year, they are ele-
vating the experience fur-
ther by incorporating black 
light technology, reduc-
ing reliance on traditional 
glow sticks. Field lines will 

be marked with fluores-
cent paint, and in addition 
to glow accessories, players 
will receive black light-reac-
tive face paint. 

They encourage partici-
pants to wear fluorescent 
or white clothing to maxi-
mize the vibrant visual effect 
under the black lights. 

Following registration, 
teams are formed in a “sand-
lot” style, guided by six des-
ignated captains, ensuring a 
balanced and fair competi-
tion. The festive atmosphere 
commences upon arrival, 
promising an evening of 
spirited play and community 
engagement.

Food and drinks will be 
available for cash purchase. 

‘Glow Ball’ tournament fundraiser is Aug. 29

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WARE RIVER NEWS 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A vast desert in 

Africa
  7. Reciprocal of a 

sine
 10. Type of phone
 12. Biblical figure
 13. One who 

renounces a 
religious belief

 14. Warren and 
Monroe are two

 15. Wild ox
 16. Dismounted a 

horse
 17. Cave dweller
 18. Where infants 

sleep
 19. Popular type of 

shoe
 21. Clumsy large 

person
 22. Evil-like
 27. Integrated circuit

 28. Austin-based 
athlete

 33. Postscript
 34. Follows 18
 36. People of Gambia
 37. Popular actor 

Nicolas
 38. Platform for a 

lectern
 39. Taxi
 40. American 

songwriter Sammy
 41. Iranian city
 44. Heavy clubs
 45. One who is 

expelled
 48. In bed
 49. Lifelessness
 50. Former CIA
 51. Most slick

CLUES DOWN
  1. Slovenly person
  2. In addition

  3. Hovels
  4. Pie _ __ mode
  5. Subway rodent
  6. They __
  7. Indigenous S. 

American people
  8. Fine sand
  9. Central nervous 

system
 10. Nightclub 

entertainment
 11. The perfect 

example of 
something

 12. Supreme Islamic 
leader

 14. Pain
 17. Binary-coded 

decimal
 18. Projecting corner 

of an angle
 20. “Succession” 

actor Brian
 23. Dinner table decor

 24. Ancient settlement 
in modern Turkey

 25. You can call Paul 
Simon this

 26. Opposite of a pro
 29. Atomic #28
 30. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
 31. Arrives at
 32. Nullifies
 35. Bird’s beak
 36. Partner to 

“oohed”
 38. Ray-finned fishes
 40. Taxis
 41. Sat on and 

controlled
 42. Sea eagles
 43. Remain as-is
 44. Chinese 

revolutionary
 45. Tooth caregiver
 46. Snakelike fish
 47. Compensate

gran t - funded  organiza-
tions serve 18 towns in the 
Quaboag region. 

Gail Gramarossa, a pub-
lic health practitioner, is 
working as a consultant with 
support of the New England 
Rural Health Association. 
She is co-facilitating a pro-
cess with Kirby to speak to 
various stakeholders about 
healthcare needs. 

Bourcier gave some back-
ground about healthcare 
services efforts that have 
occurred over the years. She 
talked about medical staff 
being laid off before and 
after the merger between 
Baystate Health’s Wing and 
Mary Lane hospitals.

“We knew that services 
were being shut down…it 
wasn’t a decrease in demand 
for healthcare, it was a 
decrease in the services,” she 
said.

Bourcier said a lot of 
people in the community 
were active in trying to keep 
healthcare services in town, 
but by 2024, Mary Lane 
Hospital was closed.

Since then, buildings 
have been demolished at the 
hospital site on South Street 
with the original Wetherby 
Building remaining. 

Bourcier said there have 
been many surveys and com-
munity assessments complet-
ed which identify the need 

for healthcare services. She 
shared a photo of people rais-
ing their hands in support of 
restoring healthcare to the 
former hospital site. 

“93% want healthcare 
back on Mary Lane,” she 
said. “That is why I keep 
advocating for that.”

Bourcier spoke about the 
region’s aging population, 
noting that many senior cit-
izens live alone and about 
30% have a type of disability. 
She said falls at home are a 
risk for senior citizens, which 
also put a strain on emergen-
cy services.

A regional coalition is in 
the process of being formed 
to represent area towns in 
order to receive Rural Health 
Transformation funds.

Bourcier said the town 
needs to form a commit-
tee in addition to the coali-
tion to represent the town of 
Ware. She said the town of 
Hardwick has its own com-
mittee. 

Gramarossa explained 
the state’s definition of a 
rural region, and why certain 
towns are grouped together. 

“It’s a very complex area 
with lots of unmet needs both 
health-wise and social ser-
vice-wise,” she said.

Gramarossa said she has 
been meeting with stakehold-
ers in the Quaboag Valley 
to determine how the Rural 
Health Transformation funds 
would be utilized to meet 
healthcare needs.

She said she does not 
know what the state will 
fund, as the request for pro-
posals had not been released 
at the time of the meeting. 
She said it will be a quick 
turnaround time when the 
RFP is released and the 
60-page application is due.

“The state is calling this 
a new era for rural health in 
Massachusetts,” Gramarossa 
said. 

Chris Lyon, State Director 
for Southern New England 
of the U.S. Department 
o f  Agr icu l tu re ’s  Rura l 
Development program said it 
is important for everyone to 
work together.

“If we all work together 
we can do great things,” Lyon 
said. 

Lyon spoke about a pre-
vious meeting he attend-
ed, where the focus of the 

group’s mission was divided 
into two parts: healthcare and 
economic development.

He said economic devel-
opment will help to bring 
healthcare providers back 
into Ware.  I t  wil l  a lso 
increase the number of poten-
tial patients.

“It’s a better business sit-
uation for the healthcare 
providers,” Lyon said. “It’s 
essential to the viability of 
the healthcare section.”

He said economic devel-
opment will also benefit the 
town, in addition to bringing 
in healthcare providers. 

Lyon said the staff at the 
USDA’s Rural Development 
program are “very commit-
ted” to making this happen.

The group discussed if 
the new zoning for the Mary 
Lane Hospital site would 
allow for certain econom-
ic development including 
housing for senior citizens. 
A zoning amendment may 
be required to move forward 
with this type of project. 

The Mary Lane Hospital 
property is privately owned 
by Baystate Health. 

M i k e  D a m b r o s i o , 
Transportation Operations 
Supervisor for Ware, who 
ove r s e e s  t h e  Q u a b o a g 
Connector, the Senior Center 
van and a Baystate Urgent 
Care van, spoke about the 
needs of the people in recov-
ery and those who are home-
less. 

He said the Mary Lane 
Hospital site could be devel-
oped to provide treatment and 
housing.

Bourcier said she would 
like to see more senior hous-
ing in the community, and 
suggested looking for grant 
money to conduct a study 
to determine senior housing 
needs, or hire a consultant.

Sawyer Blake, Project 
Coordinator for Community 
Health for the town of Ware 
and Healthy Quaboag said 
there are two different things 
being talked about – the 
Rural Health Transformation 
program and the redevel-
opment of the Mary Lane 
Hospital site.

“We are trying to get 
a coalition of people to put 
together a Rural Health 
Transformation application,” 
Blake said. 

Blake added that Baystate 

Health is a healthcare partner 
involved in the Rural Health 
Transformation conversation. 

“We’ve got  lot of ‘next 
steps,’” Bourcier said, when 
talking about what needs to 
happen to move forward.

Lyon said the healthcare 
needs should not be tied to 
just one parcel of land, and it 
shouldn’t be limited to Ware.

“There’s many towns, it’s 
a big area, and it may look 
a little bit different in every 
community,” he said. 

Gramarossa said once 
interviews with stakeholders 
are completed, they will com-
pile information and identify 
priority needs for the region. 

She said people can sign 
up for the Rural Health 
Transformation email contact 
list at mass.gov to be notified 
of any updates in the RFP 
process.

C o m m u n i t y  s t a k e -
holders  at  the meet ing 
included Melissa Fales, 
Executive Director of the 
Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation; 
Holly Stevens, Ascentria 
Care Alliance in Worcester; 
Laureen Borgatti, COO of 
Wayfinders in Springfield; 
Kim Mongeau, represent-
ing state Sen. Peter Durant’s 
office; Valerie Granger, 
Ware Selectboard mem-
ber; Harry Brogna, West 
Brookfield Select Board 
chair; Becky Basch, Principal 
Planner for Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission; Amie 
Shei, President and CEO 
of the Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts; 
Ronnie Rom, Rural Hospital 
P r o g r a m  C o o r d i n a t o r ; 
Elizabeth Hancock, Ware 
Planning Board member; 
Stuart Beckley, Ware Town 
Manager; Henry Eskett, 
Ware resident; Ann Bigda, 
Ware resident and board 
member  of  Mary Lane 
Health; Ken Willette, Ware 
Selectboard  vice-chai r ; 
Courtney Pelley, Director 
of Strategic Initiatives at 
the Health Foundation of 
Cent ra l  Massachuse t t s ; 
Michelle Ewing, Director of 
Finance and Administration 
at the Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts; and 
David McDonough, former 
President/CFO of Navigator 
Homes in Martha’s Vineyard. 

HEALTH NEEDS
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“This is a special moment 
for Workshop13,” Lauderdale 
said. 

Adding this new lift to 
the building, which was built 
back in 1897, is now able to 
let everyone enjoy this space 
thanks to this additional 
accessibility. 

“Living up to something 
we believe in,” Lauderdale 
said. “Arts enjoyed by every-
one.” 

Laude rda l e  acknowl -
edged the amount of support 
Workshop13 got to make this 
project become a reality. The 
cultural arts center received a 
grant for this project but also 
received additional support. 

The additional support 
came from the Edward & 
Barbara Urban Foundation. 
Lauderdale said more than 
100 people in total donated to 
this campaign, which can be 
considered a testament to how 
important this project meant 
to not only Workshop13, but 
also the entire community. 

“It’s inclusive,” Lauderdale 
said.

Prior to the ribbon cutting, 
Cindy Purcell spoke about 
how meaningful it is to pro-
vide this accessible support 
for people who need it and get 
to experience Workshop13. 

One of the trustees of the 
Edward & Barbara Urban 
Foundation, Tracy Opalinski, 
did the honors of using the 
ceremonial giant scissors to 
conduct the ribbon cutting for 
the new lift at Workshop13. 

After the ribbon cutting, 
Purcell made her way into the 
new lift, which successfully 
brought her to the upper floor 
of Workshop13 where the cel-
ebrations continued. 

In  the  grand hal l  of 
Workshop13, there was anoth-
er reveal to be celebrated. 

T h e  g r a n d  h a l l  wa s 
renamed Urban Hall with sev-

eral new signs placed above 
the entry ways. The signs 
were donated by the contrac-
tor who worked on the new 
lift. 

This dedication is a way to 
recognize the supporters who 
helped Workshop13 accom-
plish so much in recent years. 

Trustees of the Foundation, 

Tracy and Paul Opalinski, 
accepted a plaque presented to 
them by Lauderdale as a thank 
you to the foundation for its 
support of the project. 

Paul Opalinski shared 
a few words during the 
dedication and described 
Workshop13 as a premier art 
center with a dedicated board 

and volunteers. 
The Edward and Barbara 

Urban Foundation has been 
running since the late 1990s 
and supported the communi-
ty of Ware in multiple ways 
including projects for the 
Rail Trail, the Senior Center, 
St. Mary’s Church and now 
Workshop13. 

As part of the celebration, 
guests were given early access 
to view the entries of the 8th 
Annual Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition. 

The architect behind the 
work of the new lift, Juan 
Cruz attended the ceremonies. 
Cruz said a lot of design work 
and construction went into 
the new lift and took about a 
year’s worth of work to com-
plete. 

Cruz has volunteered at 
Workshop13 for three years, 
and he also worked on the 
façade project for the building 
and helped make the down-
stairs floor more accessible. 

More information can be 
found at workshop13.org. 

LIFT  from page 1

Members of the Worskhop13 Board of Directors, Trustees of the Edward & Barbara Urban 
Foundation and special guests came together to celebrate the dedication of both the new 
lift and renaming of the grand hall at Workshop13.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Workshop13 Executive Director Marie Lauderdale, left, 
presented a plaque to Paul Opalinski. 

WARE – The  Ware 
Grange Fair will be held 
on Friday, Aug. 28 and 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at the 
Grange Hall on Route 9, 
297 Belchertown Road. 

This year’s fair will 
feature a fun dog show, 
Kids’ Corner workshop, 
children’s field events, 
games, raffles, bake sale, 
live music, a barbecue 
dinner and an auction. 
Exhibits may be entered 
on Thursday, Aug. 27 from 
5-7 p.m. or Friday, Aug. 28 
from 9-11 a.m. 

The exhibit hall opens to 
the public Friday evening 

from 5-7 p.m., and there 
will be a bake sale, raffles 
and penny sale. The fair 
continues on Saturday with 
exhibit hours from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and various events 
throughout the day. 

An auction of fruits, veg-
etables, baked items, etc., 
will begin at 6 p.m. Raffle 
and penny sale winners will 
be drawn after

A barbecue dinner will 
be held from 4-5:30 p.m.

For more information, 
details on exhibiting, or to 
make reservations for the 
barbecue, call 413-284-1135 
or visit waregrange.org.  

Annual Ware Grange Fair 
returns on Aug. 28-29

WARE – The next 
Kids’ Corner workshop at 
Ware Grange will be the 
“Enchanted Forest Nature 
Party” and will take place 
during the Grange Fair on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at 10 
a.m. at the Grange Hall at 
297 Belchertown Road. 

Kids’ Corner workshops 
are led by preschool teach-
er, Jen McNally, and teach 
children about nature and 
the environment through 

stories, songs and fun 
activities. This workshop 
will explore the great out-
doors in conjunction with 
the Ware Grange Fair. 

Children will take a 
guided nature walk to learn 
about the outdoor world 
and look for natural items 
to use in making crafts. 

Vis i t  Ware  Grange 
on Facebook or at ware-
grange.org for more infor-
mation.  

Kids’ Corner workshop 
explores nature on Aug. 29

WARE – The Ware 
Grange is holding a bar-
becue dinner at the annual 
Grange Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 29 at 4 p.m. 

The  menu inc ludes 
pulled pork, chicken, bris-
ket, baked beans, coleslaw, 
cornbread, drink and dessert 

for $25. Eat outside under 
the tent or take your meal 
to go.

R e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e 
required. Please call 413-
284-1135 or email ware-
grange164@gmail.com to 
make your reservations for 
the barbecue. 

Ware Grange hosts dinner Aug. 29
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Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 5, 2026

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 20, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

access a third floor, a sally 
port and a cell area. 

The floor plans for the 
bank building were also 
addressed, including the base-
ment level. McElravy said 
there are different pieces to 
the plan. A ramp was sug-
gested to get to the first-floor 
level. 

As for the elevator, the 
plans have it placed away 
from the foundation wall. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Richard Eichacker asked 
about the elevator, believing 
it may not be for public use. 
McElravy said an elevator 
in the bank building would 
“meet the Title II requirement 
for a government building 
that must be accessible.”

The additional floor could 
be a potential space for an 
investigative area, archive 
storage and office spaces. 

Since Warren is a Green 
Community, the town would 
have to think about the enve-
lope of the bank building and 
make insulation and window 
upgrades. There may be some 
roof insulation work as well. 

McElravy said the bud-
get for the police station at 
the former Cornerstone Bank 
building is approximately 
$10,343,350. With project 
development and contin-
gency, the total amount for 
the project was estimated at 
$13,876,350. 

One of the major questions 
the board raised was how the 
renovation of a pre-existing 
building can be more than the 
cost of a new building. 

According to the architect, 
costs are higher for renova-
tions than in new construc-
tion. The other factor is labor 
efforts that go into building 
renovations. 

There were some ques-
tions regarding Americans 
with Disabilities Act com-
p l i ance  tha t  McEl ravy 
addressed. He will look fur-
ther into seeing if there is a 
way to substitute a Lula lift 
for an elevator.

“I have not got a defini-
tive answer on that one yet,” 
McElravy said. 

The next location was 
a police station next to the 
Highway Department prop-
erty. After going over the 
costs for each component 

of the budget, the estimated 
cost for a new building off 
Brimfield Road, with no fire-
arms simulator, came out to 
be $10,850,460. 

There was an initial con-
cern whether the Highway 
garage would lose storage 
space if the new building was 
built next to it. A proposal 
was brought up to possible 
do some earth removal and 
replicate the storage, so no 
space of the Highway garage 
was lost. 

One of the main questions 
was about the difference in 
contingency for renovating 
a current building or a new 
building. There is a higher 
percentage when working on 
the renovation of an existing 
building. 

McElravy said is 7.5% for 
renovation versus 5% for the 
new construction. 

“Basically, because you 
never know what you’re 
going to find when you’re 
opening up an existing build-
ing,” McElravy said. 

As for new construction, 
McElravy recommended 
that the town should make 
sure the building goes well 
into the future and plan for 
growth. 

As for unknown costs, 
McElravy said there were no 
environmental testings done 
at these locations and doesn’t 
anticipate seeing any envi-
ronmental conditions. Tecton 
also didn’t do a hazmat inves-
tigation inside the bank build-
ing. 

When McElravy walked 
through the bank build-
ing, he saw a floor tile that 
might have had asbestos, but 
there was nothing else that 
raised any red flags in the 
bank building, according to 
McElravy. 

The architect does antici-
pate some structural reinforc-
ing that may have to occur in 
the bank building if it was to 
be renovated. Also, reworking 
the stairs and the lateral loads. 

Tecton Architects will 
finalize a draft and the town 
will look into public infor-
mation sessions, the Board 
of Selectmen will vote on a 
single site and design option, 
and a future town meeting 
would occur. 

E i c h a c k e r  s a i d  t h e 
Highway Surveyor seemed 
fine with the idea of shar-
ing the Brimfield Road site 

and understands the Police 
Department needs a building. 

As for storage, Eichacker 
talked about areas into the hill 
of the property; maybe install 
burrows. 

The board members knows 
they have to have public 
meetings to help them find 
out what the Town residents 
would support. 

McElravy talked about 
some grants that may help 
relieve the cost. An EOC 
Grant was mentioned as an 
example. 

Board of Selectmen Vice-
Chair, Derick Veliz, wanted to 
make sure that the process is 
explained clearly for the pub-
lic and it’s important for them 
to share input at these public 
meetings. 

“This is for you to come 
and decide,” Veliz said. 

Town Administrator James 
Ferrera asked the Board is 
they had any potential public 
meeting dates in mind. After 
speaking with McElravy and 
amongst each other, the board 
decided to do a public session 
on Sept. 9 at the Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School 
auditorium, if it is available. 

Cultural Council 
appointment

The board discussed and 
voted on the appointment 
of Danielle Fountain for a 
three-year term on the Warren 
Cultural Council. 

Sludge contract 
The board approved a 

contract with Wind River 
Environmental LLC for the 
transportation and transfer of 
liquid wastewater treatment 
plant sludge. Ferrera said a 
bid went out around May and 
June, and the town received 
a low bid from Wind River 
Environmental, who have 
been a vendor for the town 
for quite some time. 

The  Sewer  Commis-
sioners also signed off on the 
contract, which will begin on 
Nov. 1. 

Building Commissioner
The board had a discus-

sion about the reappoint-
ment of current Building 
Commiss ioner,  Wi l l iam 
Cantell. 

Eichacker said he spoke 
with the Cantell a couple 
weeks ago and said he is will-
ing to do some training. Some 
customer service complaints 

were brought up by some res-
idents and addressed to the 
Board of Selectmen.  

Ferrera also had a dis-
cussion with the Building 
Commissioner, and all parties 
understood there were some 
communication issues. 

The board voted to appoint 
Cantell until the end of the 
calendar year, Dec. 31. The 
motion passed by a 2-1 vote. 

The board wi l l  have 
another meeting sometime 
in December to continue this 
discussion. 

Town Administrator’s 
report

Ferrera said a kitchen 
sink had been installed in the 
break room for staff in the 
Shepard Building. 

There were also some 
weatherization needs on 
the exterior of the building. 
Rotting wood was spotted 
near some of the windows as 
well as some of the vents out-
side the building. 

To be prepared for the 
winter, drains were cleared 
and overgrown grass was 
cleared out. Ferrera said the 

town is trying to get water 
away from the building prior 
to the winter and rain season. 

Bids have come in for the 
translucent panel replacement 
project. Ferrera is review-
ing bids and will have a path 
identified for the town in the 
next week or so. 

A benefits fair was held 
for employees this past week. 
Staff were able to make 
changes to their health insur-
ance, and beneficiaries for 
life insurance. 

WARREN BOS
from page 1

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Planning 
Board continued a public 
hearing for the special permit 
application on Aug. 24.

The applicant, Jack Fowler 
III, requested a special per-
mit to operate a home-based 
meadery business at 661 
Main St.. This public hearing 
continued from July 20.

The  P lann ing  Board 
received letter from the 
Building Inspector saying the 
board should deny the special 
permit after making the deter-
mination that this use is not 
allowed in this zoning. 

The board’s Administra-
tive Assistant Laura Sherris 
told the board members what 
Town Administrator James 
Ferrera recommended and the 
opinion from town counsel.  

Town counsel said the 
Planning Board can make the 
decision on the special per-
mit. The Planning Board is 

within its right to accept or 
deny this special permit appli-
cation. 

Ed Londergan of  the 
Planning Board said the main 
concerns from the inspector 
was about fermentation and 
odor. These concerns were 
addressed by Fowler at a pre-
vious Planning Board meet-
ing. 

Fowler explained the dis-
tance from his neighbors, 
which has one from the 
entrance of his driveway. He 
also met with most of his 
neighbors across the street 
and they seemed okay with 
the operation. 

T h e  a d ve r t i s i n g  f o r 
Fowler’s home-based mead-
ery business would all be 
done on social media. When 
asked how many people he 
anticipates working in his 
home, Fowler said no more 
than 10. 

For parking, Fowler would 
allow parking on his proper-
ty. If his special permit appli-
cation is approved, Fowler is 

planning on clearing the prop-
erty up in the spring. 

The Planning Board thinks 
a site plan might be needed 
if Fowler’s goal is to put in 
parking spots, and possibly a 
gazebo. The plans would have 
to show dimensions and hand-
icapped access. 

Planning Board Chair 
Derick Veliz read suggestions 
from the letter they received. 
The letter stated, “The Board 
should list all of the findings 
and its reasonings for the 
denial.” 

 “The building inspector’s 
letter is not binding on us,” 
Londergan said. 

If Fowler was granted per-
mission to produce mead, his 
goal was to also do medie-
val and renaissance festivals. 
Also, Fowler wants to go to 
local farmers markets. 

According to Fowler, 
there are no other meadery 
producers nearby in the cen-
tral and western regions of 
the state. 

Fowler talked about the 
concerns addressed in that 
letter and said there will be 
monitoring systems in place. 
There will also be circulation 
of air put in place. 

The  P lanning  Board 
would like to see some plans 
presented to them just to get 
an idea of what the meadery 
space on the property would 
look like. 

The Planning Board could 
also put conditions in place 
if this special permit was 
approved. These conditions 
would also include what the 
inspector raised as concerns. 

The board agreed to con-
tinue the public hearing until 

Sept. 14. 

Housing Production 
Plan grant

The Planning Board met 
with Emily Glaubitz of the 
Ce n t r a l  Mass ach use t t s 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission to discuss a 
Housing Production Plan 
grant. 

Glaubitz said the plan is 
to get feedback on afford-
ability and the structures of 
housing that are needed in 
the community. For exam-
ple, multi-family housing and 
senior housing. 

Glaubitz said the plan 
is helpful when the town 
applies for grants. The plan 
would be a document with 
data and analysis of where 
the town is in housing. 

Considerations such as 
population and an assessment 
of what the challenges are of 
creating new housing. 

“It is good to be proactive 
and have a plan in place for 
housing,” Glaubitz said. 

The board went over some 
of the survey questions in the 
draft and made some recom-
mendations. The board wants 
the important questions 
addressed that will make sure 
residents are participating 
and get essential answers. 

Glaubitz said the respons-
es will be formatted in a 
report, which are something 
the board would like to see 
to get an idea of where res-
idents stand on housing 
for Warren. Glaubitz plans 
to attend the next Planning 
Board meeting and will work 
on a flyer for promotional 
purposes. 

PB continues public hearing for meadery

Items needed 
by Sept. 27

 
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – To help pre-
serve Warren’s history, the 
Warren Parks Department is 
collecting items for the next 
time capsule.

Back in July, in celebra-
tion of America 250, the 
town gathered on the com-
mon for the unveiling of the 
time capsule, which was 
sealed and placed under the 
gazebo back in 1976.

The museum inside the 
Warren Public Library has a 
display of all the items that 
were inside the time cap-
sule from 1976. 

During the unveiling, 
the town decided to collect 
items to be placed inside a 
new time capsule, which 
won’t be released until the 
300th anniversary of the 
U.S. 

Since then, the Warren 
Parks Department has been 
collecting items from res-
idents, local businesses, 
and town departments to be 
placed inside the time cap-
sule at the weekly farmers 
markets. The department is 
collecting small-sized items 
that will fit in the capsule. 

Danielle Fountain of the 
Warren Parks Department 
said they have received sev-

eral items so far this sum-
mer. The Warren Public 
Library has shared some 
items, as well as some 
from local businesses and 
schools. 

The 2026 school year-
b o o k  f r o m  Q u a b o a g 
Regional Middle High 
School was collected to 
be featured inside the 
time capsule and Warren 
Community Elementary 
School also gave a book. 

T h e  Wa r r e n  Pa r k s 
Department will also be 
contributing something to 
the time capsule. 

R e s i d e n t s  i n t e r e s t -
ed in placing something 
in the time capsule can 
reach out to the Warren 
Parks Department or visit 
the table set up during 
the Farmers Market on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. on the common. 

The deadline for submit-
ting a contribution to the 
time capsule is Sept. 27. 

The time capsule will be 
sealed during the farmers 
market on Saturday, Oct. 
31. The time capsule will 
be placed underneath the 
gazebo. 

For more information 
or wanting to submit an 
item for the time capsule, 
reach out to the Warren 
Parks Department on their 
Facebook page, email at 
parksandrec@warren-ma.
gov, or call 413-436-5701 
extension 118. 

Time capsule sealing 
happening on Oct. 31

warren

WA R E  –  Tr i n i t y 
Episcopal Church, located 
at the corner of Park and 
Pleasant streets, will host 
a program about the Lost 
Towns of the Quabbin 
Reservoir by Ed Maxwell 
on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 4 
p.m.

This program is free 
and open to the public. 
A goodwill offering will 
be taken to benefit the 

Proprietors of the Ware 
Center Meeting House. 

T i c k e t s  f o r  t h e 
church’s 125th anniver-
sary celebration dinner 
on Saturday, Oct. 3 at 
Teresa’s Restaurant will 
be available for purchase 
after the program. Tickets 
are $50 per person and 
include a social hour, 
meal and live musical 
entertainment. 

Trinity Episcopal hosts talk 
about Lost Towns on Sept. 20
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DISCOVER YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

Begin a new journey of happy and healthy living at 
Cedarbrook Village. The care you need for the life you 

deserve – with a plan in place for the future.

CALL 413-758-5377 TO BOOK A TOUR!

ENJOY FABULOUS FRIENDSHIPS.  
PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS. LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

By Paula Ouimette 
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – On about 500 
acres at the top of Coy Hill 
Road sits Rocky Acres Farm, 
a multigenerational farm 
known for its raw milk and 
passion for the dairy industry.

O p e r a t e d  b y  B r i a n 
and Heather (Gregoire) 
Richardson, Rocky Acres 
Farm has been owned and 
operated by the Richardson 
family since 1961. First by 
Brian’s grandparents, and 
then by his parents.

Rocky Acres 

Farm is the last working 
dairy farm in the town.

“They kept it going by the 
skin of their teeth,” Heather 
said.

Now, Brian and Heather 
are busy raising the fourth 
generation of Richardsons to 
be dairy farmers, Conrad, age 
4 and Claire, age 2.  

“They’re with us all the 
time,” Heather said. “Claire 
can name you all the cows, 
and he [Conrad] is like the 
manager.”

F o r  a b o u t  f i v e 
d e c a d e s ,  R o c k y 

Acres Farm 
has  p ro -

vided its top-quality milk to 
the cooperative Agri-Mark, 
but as of June 15, the farm 
lost access to this vital milk 
market when the Richardsons 
would not stop selling raw 
milk to loyal customers – 
something they have been 
licensed to do for over 20 
years.

“My dad had a 45-year 
contract,” Brian said. “They 
didn’t care about that at all.”

The Richardsons said the 
cooperative recently required 
them (and others) to stop 
selling raw milk, something 
they have been licensed 
through the state to do since 
2003.

“Raw milk supplemented 
our income,” Heather said. 
“Some of the customers we 
have, have been with us from 
day one.”

Brian and Heather said 
they did not agree with 
Agri-Mark’s request, which 
was not stipulated in their 
long-standing contract and 
would hurt the farm finan-
cially. This resulted in the 
farm being dropped by the 
cooperative, despite it being 
top-ranked in quality year 
after year. “We did not back down 

from our loyalty to our milk 
customers. We chose our 
milk customers – they have 
been loyal to our family and 
we wanted to still be able to 
provide their families with a 
safe, high quality source of 
grass fed raw milk,” Heather 
said.

Brian said the request 
goes against what the coop-
erative was telling farm-
ers years prior during the 
COVID pandemic when 
Agri-Mark wasn’t picking 
up milk, and recommended 
farmers find other means to 
support themselves, includ-
ing selling raw milk if 
licensed to do so. 

“For 22 years the co-op 
allowed us to sell raw milk 
with the same contract,” 
Heather said. 

Heather said there is only 
one other milk cooperative 
in the area, and they are not 
accepting new customers. 

“So as of June 15, we 

have been on our own, and 
trying to navigate our new 
normal. We have been forced 
to sell cows and dump excess 
milk. We are praying for 
more customers and trying 
to figure out our advertising 
in the future, and hopefully 
allow us to keep the cows we 
still do have,” Heather said.

Brian said the farm used 
to calve anywhere from 
40-50 cows a year, but they 
have had to cut back their 
herd.

“We’re milking like half 
now,” Brian said.

For the Richardsons, their 
cows are part of the family, 
with several of the cows con-
necting back to the couples’ 
4-H days. The oldest cow in 
the herd is Praline, a 13-year-
old Brown Swiss.

The herd is fed a grass-
based diet and milked sea-
sonally. Each one has a 
name, and a special place in 
the hearts of the Richardson 
family.

Conrad, said his favor-
ite cow is Penelope, who he 
affectionately refers to as 
“Buddy.” 

Heather, who is a native 
of Ludlow, first met Brian 
and his family years ago, as 
Rocky Acres Farm was part 
of her father’s milk truck 
route. The two also competed 
alongside each other in 4-H.

T h e  f a m i l y  b r e e d s 
Holsteins, Jerseys, Brown 
Swiss and Linebacks, with 
the Jerseys and Brown Swiss 
bloodlines going all the way 
back to when they showed 
in 4-H. 

“We love our cows,” 
Heather said.

Heather spoke about the 
health benefits of raw milk, 
and how studies have shown 
it can be beneficial to people 
with allergies, IBS, and can 
even help prevent cancer. It 
also has the same shelf life 

as store-bought, pasteurized 
milk.

She described raw milk as 
a “nearly perfect food,” with 
numerous vitamins and min-
erals.

“We understand the sci-
ence behind it,” she said.

Heather,  who attend-
ed Virginia Tech, managed 
a 500-head herd farm in 
Delaware before moving to 
Warren and marrying Brian. 
She has extensive knowledge 
about the dairy industry and 
farm management.

Customers can order raw 
milk from Rocky Acres Farm 
in gallon ($7) and half-gal-
lon ($4) sizes. Orders can be 
placed online at rockyacre-
smilk.com, by email to rock-
yacresmilk@gmail.com or by 
phone, 413-436-5806. 

For email and phone 
orders, please provide your 
name, phone number, how 
much milk you would like 
and what day you will pick 
up. All orders must be placed 
by 9 a.m. to ensure same day 
pick up and all milk will be 
ready to be picked up by 11 
a.m. daily. 

Raw milk is available 
seasonally, from late March 
through Christmas. All milk 
must be pre-ordered as it is 
bottled fresh each day on the 
orders received. 

“We want it to be a sus-
tainable thing,” Heather said. 
“We’re hoping to build up 
more customers. I want to 
keep it affordable for families 
to come and buy.”

Brian added, “We’re just 
trying to do what we can to 
preserve what we have.”

Rocky Acres Farm is 
located at 690 Coy Hill 
Road, which can be accessed 
via Route 67.

For more information, 
visit the website, rockyacres-
farm.com or follow Rocky 
Acres Farm on Facebook.

Family continues dairy 
tradition with raw milk sales

Rocky Acres Farm

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Heather (Gregoire) and 
Brian Richardson are shown 
with their son Conrad and 
their herd of dairy cows 
at Rocky Acres Farm in 
Warren.

The herd at Rocky 
Acres Farm is made 
up of Jerseys, Brown 
Swiss, Holsteins and 
Linebacks.

Submitted Photo
The fourth generation of farmers at Rocky Acres Farm are 
Conrad and Claire Richardson.

Praline, a Brown Swiss, is 
the oldest cow in the herd 
at 13 years old.

Flirt is a 7-year-old Holstein.
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2026 BAY STATE GAMES2026 BAY STATE GAMES

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—A year 
ago, Chicopee’s Griffen 
Wrisley and Minnechaug’s 
Tyler Supczak were start-
ers for the West soccer team 
which captured the Gold 
medal at the annual Bay 
State Summer games.

The duo were the only 
returning starters on this 
year’s West squad.

The West team took home 
the Silver medal at the Bay 
State Summer Games fol-
lowing a 2-1 loss to Central 
in this year’s Gold medal 
match, which took place 
at the Game On Sports 
and Performance Center in 
Fitchburg on July 11.

“I was lucky enough to be 
a member of the Gold medal 
team last year,” Wrisley said. 
“We have a bunch of new 

players on this year’s team 
and were hoping to win the 
Gold Medal again. It’s a lot 
of fun being a leader of this 
team.”

The other members of 
the West team, who live in 
the Turley Publications 
coverage area, are John 
Carra (Agawam), Zacharia 
Yarovoy (Chicopee), Antonio 
Maurico (Chicopee), Aidan 
M o n a g h a n  ( A g aw a m ) , 
Kayson Gauthier (South 
Hadley), Spencer Parsons 
(South Hadley), and Braeden 
Fitzgerald (Agawam).

The West team finished 
pool play with a perfect 4-0 
record.

They posted a pair of 
one sided matches against 
Northeast 6-2, and Southeast, 
8-0. They also pulled out 
two matches by 2-1 results 

Boys take silver in 
Bay State Games

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Andrew Dziadroz makes a play on the ball.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG— While 
the other sections of the 
state only had one girls’ soc-
cer team competing in this 
year’s Bay State Summer 
Games, Western Mass. was 
represented by two teams for 
the first time.

The West Red team was 
coached by Matt Mosher, 
while Eric Woods guided the 
West Yellow team. 

The two squads faced 
each other in the final 
pool game on July 11 at 
the Game On Sports and 
Performance Center  in 
Fitchburg.

After building a 3-0 lead, 
the Red team withstood a 
late comeback by the Yellow 

team for a 3-2 victory.
“We had more than 40 

girls’ try out for the two 
soccer teams, which shows 
how popular the sport is 
in Western Mass.,” said 
Mosher. “Eric and I have a 
very good relationship. We 
try our best to make the 
teams equal. It’s has been 
a lot of fun coaching this 
team.” 

It was the sixth con-
secutive year that Mosher 
coached a Western Mass. 
girls’ soccer team at the 
Bay State Summers Games. 
His previous teams won 
two Silver Medals and three 
Bronze Medals.

Mosher was assisted by 
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s 
the longtime girls’ varsity 
soccer coach at Agawam 
High School.

The members of the 
Red team, who live in 
the region, are Filomena 
S t e l l a t o  ( A g a w a m ) , 
Hannah Haesaert (South 
Hadley), Kyra Lippmann 

(Holyoke), Gabriella Ramos 
(Agawam),  Riley Plat t 
(South Hadley), Audrey 
Afonso (Ludlow), Olivia 
Izzo (Agawam), Bridget 
Benoit (Belchertown), and 
Bri-Anne Kraus (Granby).

“All of the players on my 
soccer team have been play-
ing with and against each 
other for years,” Mosher 
said. “They know each other 
very well.”

After  finishing pool 
play at 2-1-1, the Red team 
surged to a 3-0 win over 
Northeast in the Gold medal 
game. It marked the first 
time that a West girls soccer 
team won the Gold medal at 
the Bay State Games since 
2016.

“It’s very exciting being 
a member of this soccer 
team,” Haesaert said. “There 
are a lot talented soccer 
players in the west.”

The Red team began 
pool play with a 2-1 loss 

Girls represented 
by two squads at 
Bay State games

WILBRAHAM – On 
Saturday, Aug. 15 at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham, the 
Orioles defeated the Angels 
15-8 in the championship 
game. The Orioles were 
propelled by nine runs in 
the first two innings. While 
the Angels would manage 
some offense later in the 
game, it was not enough to 
come all the way back in 
the matchup. The Angels 
were this year’s pennant 
winners, taking first place 
with an 11-4 record. The 
Orioles won the champion-
ship for the second year in 
the row. They defeat-
ed the Twins in last 
year’s champion-
ship game.

Orioles repeat as Valley Wheel champions

The Orioles are the 2026 Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League champions.
Pete Paroli makes a swing.

Henry Henriquez is focused as he swings.

Mike Burgos 
delivers a pitch 
for the Orioles.

Andy Roland fires a pitch for the 
Angels.

Sam Maxwell makes a backhand 
play.

Turley photos by David 
Henry www.sweet-

dogphotos.com

West 
baseball 
defeats 
Northeast 
for medal

MALDEN – Between 
July 29 and Aug. 1, the 
baseball Bay State Games 
took place in Malden. 
The West came out as this 
year’s gold medal recip-
ients. Here is a recap of 
the championship game 
between the West and 
Northeast:

We s t  g o t  o n  t h e 
board in the first inning 
after Jaeden Azevedo 
hit into a double play, 
but  one  run  scored . 
Jared Burke hit a sac-
r i f i c e  f l y ,  w h i c h 
helped Northeast  t ie 
the  game a t  one  in 
the top of the second. 
West took the lead in the 
bottom of the fifth. An 
error scored one run, to 
give West the lead, 2-1. 
Tyler Neville led things 
off on the mound for 
West. The starting pitcher 
gave up five hits and one 

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Taylor Bartosz, of Wilbraham, looks to clear the ball on defense.

Kalli White, of Granby, is pressured as she heads 
through the middle of the field.

Please see GIRLS, page 10Please see BOYS, page 10

Please see MEDAL, page 
10
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE—For the 
first time since 2012, the 
Tri‑County League champion-
ship title belongs to a baseball 
team other than PeoplesBank.

The third-seeded Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas ended the 
second‑seeded PeoplesBank 
twelve year dynasty after 
sweeping the best of three 
semifinal series. Teddy Bear 
then captured the champion-
ship trophy for the first time 
since the 1980’s with an 8-4 
victory over the top-seed-
ed St. Joseph’s Saints in last 
Sunday’s night decisive game 
three held at St. Joe’s Park in 
Thorndike.

“Before the start of the 
regular season, I thought we 
had the most talented team 
in this league,” said Teddy 
Bear player/manager Ryan 
Magni. “We have a couple of 
outstanding college baseball 
players on our roster, which 
made the biggest difference. 
It does feel great to win the 
championship title, but I do 
have a lot of respect for St. 
Joe’s.”

Ryan Magni played for St. 
Joe’s for eight years before 
switching sides a couple of 
years ago. His younger broth-
er, Brandon, was the St. Joe’s 
starting first baseman in game 

three.
Ryan Magni started the 

game in centerfield before 
r e p l a c i n g  r i g h t h a n d e r 
Brendan Fournier on the 
mound in the bottom of the 
seventh inning.

St. Joe’s scored two runs 
against the righthander in 
their final at-bats. The game 
came to an end when Brandon 
Magni hit a ground ball to the 
second baseman against his 
older brother.

“I’ve faced my brother 
many times over the years,” 
Ryan Magni said. “I didn’t 
have my best stuff tonight, but 
I didn’t make it very easy for 
him.”

St. Joe’s, who lost to 
Peoplesbank in last year’s 
championship series, was 
looking to win the TCL title 
for the first time since 2006.

“They just capitalized 
on our mistakes in tonight’s 
game,” said St. Joe’s 
manager Paul 
M a r c i n e k . 
“ I t 
w o u l d ’v e 
been nice 
i f  w e 
could’ve 
scored a 
few more 
runs .  We 
did win the 
regular season 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 

with a 16-4 record, and we 
have nothing to be disappoint-
ed about.”

Marcinek was assisted by 
Brian Hayes this season.

With one-out in the top of 
the first inning, Teddy Bear 
had runners on first and third 
when right fielder Willie 
Landman hit a ground ball up 
the middle. St Joe’s shortstop 
Jacob Hayes made an out-
standing diving stop before 
tagging second base and 
throwing a strike to Magni 
completing the inning ending 
double play.    

J a c o b  H a y e s ,  w h o ’s 
a member of the UMass 
Dartmouth baseball team 

along with his broth-
er Jackson, belted a 
double to right cen-

ter leading off the 
bottom half of the 

opening frame. 
B r a n d o n 

Magni  fol lowed with  a 
groundball single into left 
field putting runners at the 
corners. St. Joe’s took a 1-0 
lead when centerfielder Pat 
Fitzgibbons hit a blooper just 
out of the second baseman’s 
reach which scored Hayes. 

Magni also crossed the 
plate following a 

throwing error 
by the catcher.

F o u r n i e r , 
who graduated 

f rom Ch icopee 
High School  in 

2017, retired 17 
of the final 18 

St. Joe’s bat-
ters that he 
faced. St. 
Joe’s only 

base  run-
ne r  du r ing 

tha t  s t re tch 
was Fitzgibbons, 

who hit a triple to right 
field with one-out in the 
sixth inning.

“I struggled in the 
first inning, but I start-
ed throwing more off 
speed pitches that kept 
them off balance. My 
teammates also made the 
plays behind me,” said 
Fournier, who was the 
winning pitcher. “I’ve 
been playing in this 
league for almost ten 

years, and it feels great to 

finally win a championship.” 
Teddy Bear cut the defi-

cit in half against righty Jack 
Feltovic in the third inning.

With one-out, catcher 
Mike Toth, who graduated 
from Granby High School, 
was hit-by-a-pitch. Second 
baseman Ramon Jimenez 
singled to right field putting 
runners at first and third. 
Then Landman hit a sacrifice 
fly to right.

Jimenez graduated from 
Chicopee High School before 
playing Division 1 college 
baseball at Boston College 
and Central Connecticut. He 
was intentionally walked in 
his other three plate appear-
ances.

The visiting team took 
the lead for the first time two 
innings later.

Ryan Magni and Jimenez 
reached base via walks, 
which was  sandwiched 
between a Mike Toth fly-
ball single, which loaded 
the bases with one out. Left 
fielder Josh Frometa (2-for-
3) blasted a triple to center 
giving his team a 4-2 lead.

“The bases were loaded 
and I was looking for a pitch 
to drive,” said Frometa, who 
played baseball at Chicopee 
High and A.I.C. “It was a 
huge hit at that point of the 
game, and it feels great to 
win the championship title.”

After scoring an unearned 
run in the sixth, Teddy Bear 
scored three more runs in the 
top of the seventh against 
lef thander rel ief  pi tch-
er Jackson Hayes. The key 
hit during that frame was a 
bases loaded double by first 
baseman Will Kennedy, who 
played for St. Joe’s several 
years ago. 

Teddy Bear entered the 
bottom of the seventh inning 
holding an 8-2 advantage.   

S t .  Joe ’s  DH Adam 
Zebian drew a walk against 
Ryan Magni leading off 
the final frame. Zebian 
was replaced at first base 
by pinch runner  Adam 
Przybycien. Left fielder 
Ryan O’Leary followed with 
a triple to center scoring 
Przybycien. O’Leary scored 
on an infield hit by catcher 
Nate Carillon, who graduat-
ed from South Hadley High 
School.

Ryan Magni settled down 
and got out of the jam by 
retiring the next three batters, 
including his younger broth-
er.

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas 
will be looking to defend 
their championship title in 
the summer of 2027, but 
challengers like St. Joe’s and 
People’sBank will be looking 
to knock them off the top of 
the mountain.  

Teddy Bear Pools takes 
playoff title in Tri-County

Matt Drobiak slides safely back to first.

LEFTT: Joey 
DeMichele 
makes a play 
for St. Joe’s.

RIGHT: Jacob 
Hayes fires 

over to first.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Teddy Bear Pools becomes the first new playoff champions in more than a decade.

to Northeast. The following 
day, they tied Central, 1-1, 
before celebrating a 3-0 shut-
out win against Southeast/
Coastal. 

During the past couple of 
years, Woods, who coaches 
the girls’ soccer team at the 
MacDuffie School in Granby, 
coached the Central/West 
team at the Bay State Games. 
His team won the Gold 
medal in 2024. 

“The Central team had 
a mixture of players from 
Central and Western Mass. 
during the past couple of 
years,” Woods said. “It’s 
nice to coach a team with 
only players from the West. 
Soccer is a very popular sport 
in Western Mass.”   

The Yellow team lost to 
Central, 5-0, in the Bronze 
medal game.  

The members  of  the 
Yellow team, who attend a 
high school in the region, are 
Taylor Bartosz (Minnechaug 
Reg.), Kelsey Morrisette 
(Chicopee Comp), Grace 
Sherman (South Hadley), 
Sofia  Marsh  (Granby) , 
Cecelia Litz (Agawam), Kalli 
White (Granby), Margaret 
Healey (Granby), Grace 
Curto (Agawam), Mackenzie 
Lynch (Agawam), Sydney 
Germain (Chicopee), Cayla 
Ribeiro (Chicopee), Eleanor 
Sz losek  (Granby) ,  and 
Jordyn Szado (Monson).

The Yellow team (0-3-
1) began pool play with 
a pair of 4-1 losses to both 
Central and Northeast. They 
managed to tie Southeast/ 
Coastal, 1-1 the following 

afternoon.
In the West vs. West 

match-up, Healey scored a 
penalty kick goal and added 
a corner kick goal.

“It was really a lot fun 
playing in the Bay State 
games for the first time,” said 
Healey, who’s a rising soph-
omore. “I enjoyed compet-
ing against the other players 
from the West.” 

It was an enjoyable three 
days in Northern Worcester 
County for the two girls’ 
soccer teams from Western 
Massachusetts. 

GIRLS from page 9

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kelsey Morrissette,  of 
Chicopee, starts her way up 
the field.

against Central and Metro.
“Central was the best 

team we played in pool play,” 
Wrisley said. “I scored a 
goal and had an assist in that 
game.”

The  Wes t  t eam was 
coached by Josh Wietecha, 
who’s the boys’ varsity 
soccer coach at Hampshire 
Regional. He graduated from 
Chicopee Comp in 2021 and 
helped the West team win the 
Gold medal at the 2019 Bay 
State Games. 

Wietecha enjoyed coach-
ing Wrisley at this year’s Bay 
State Games.

“Griffen is one of the 
best soccer players that I’ve 
coached,” Wietecha said. 
“He’s an outstanding forward 
and takes control of every 
game.”

This fall, Wrisley will 
be one of the few return-
ing players on the Chicopee 
Pacers varsity team.

“We graduated twelve 
players from last year’s var-
sity team,” Wrisley said. “We 
only have a couple of varsity 
players returning.”     

Wrisley never thought 
about transferring to a differ-
ent high school.

“Chicopee High School 
is a very special place for 
me and my family,” Wrisley 
added. “We won the Western 
Mass. title for the first time 
in 43 years last year. It was 
very special.”

Wrisley is the All-Time 
leading goal scorer for the 
Pacers boys’ soccer team. He 
needs only three more goals 
to reach the 100 goal mile-
stone. He currently has 116 
career points. 

Hugo Destapado, who 
coached the West team at the 
Bay State Summer games 
last year, is returning as the 
Pacers varsity boys’ soccer 
coach.

“I would’n’t be a success-
ful soccer player without the 
help of my coaches,” Wrisley 
said. “I’m looking to playing 
soccer for one final season at 
Chicopee High School. 

The Pacers are scheduled 
to host Northampton in the 
season opener on Labor Day. 
They’re also scheduled to 
play another match against 
Frontier Regional at historic 
Szot Park two nights later.

BOYS from page 9

run over six innings, striking 
out seven and walking two. 
Chase Richmond stepped on 
the hill first for Northeast. 

The starting pitcher gave up 
six hits and four runs (two 
earned) over five and two-
thirds innings, striking out 
four and walking four. Logan 
Millet tossed one inning 

of zero-run ball for West 
in relief. The reliever sur-
rendered zero hits, striking 
out none and walking none. 
Camden  Wi tczak  went 
1-for-2 at the plate and led 

the team with one run bat-
t ed  in .  Leadoff  h i t t e r 
Hunter Donahue led West 
with three hits in three 
at bats. West turned one 
double play in the game. 

Richmond and Ronny Leonor 
each collected two hits for 
Northeast. Burke led the 
team with one run batted in. 
Northeast turned two double 
plays in the game.

MEDAL from page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Lucas Cruz hustles past mid-field.

Spencer Parsons, of South Hadley, eyes an open team-
mate.

LEFT: Tyler Supczak, of 
Wilbraham, makes the 
easy trap.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Aug. 

12-17, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
21 miscellaneous calls, 22 
administrative calls, 10 traf-
fic violations, 14 emergency 
911 calls, eight harassments/
stalks/threats, 11 distur-
bances/nuisances, one safe-
ty hazard, four suspicious/
wanteds, two thefts/larcenies, 
one fraud, four motor vehicle 
accidents, nine animal calls 
and 10 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Ware.

Wednesday, Aug. 12
1:44 a.m. Suspicious/

Wanted ,  Pa lmer  Road , 
Services Rendered

6:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Upper Church Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

11:26 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Fisherdick Road, 
Canceled En Route

11:28 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Malboeuf Road, Dispatch 
Handled

12:02 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Palmer Road, 
Dispatch Handled

12:09 p.m. Suspicious 
Wanted,  Spring Street , 
Services Rendered

2:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Otis Avenue, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:21 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Old Belchertown 
Road, Canceled En Route

6  p .m.  Dis turbance /
Nuisance, Sherwin Street, 
Advised

7:19 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, School Street, Assist 
Given

Thursday, Aug. 13
2:06 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Hillside Village, 
Transport Complete

2:41 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Vigeant Street, Services 
Rendered

1:39 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Church Street, Services 
Rendered

3:18 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Spring Street, Services 
Rendered

4:31 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Otis Avenue, 
Unfounded

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Friday, Aug. 14
1:03 a.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Laurel Drive, 
Patient Refusal

2:06 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted,  Towne Stree t , 
Services Rendered

3:50 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Pleasant Street, Could 
Not Locate

8:32 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Convent Hill Rod, 
Could Not Locate

9:51 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Criminal 
Complaint Request

11:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Park Avenue, Report 
Made

2 : 1 2  p . m .  T r a f f i c 
Collision, Church Street, 
Could Not Locate

4:03 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Dale Street, 
Services Rendered

4:27 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Cummings Street, 
Dispatch Handled

8:47 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Upper Church Street, 
Could Not Locate

11:06 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Morse Avenue, Advised

Saturday, Aug. 15
1:44 a.m. Disturbance/

N u i s a n c e ,  Wa r e b r o o k 
Village, Unfounded

11:37 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Greenwich Road, 
Dispatch Handled

12:23 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Assist Given

4:42 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Sherwin Street, 
Services Rendered

4:46 p.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Pulaski Street, 
Investigated

8 : 0 9  p . m .  Wa r r a n t 
Service, Otis Avenue, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Jennifer Irizarry, 
35, Three Rivers

WMS Warrant
8:55 p.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Kelly Road, No 
Action Required

9:01 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

9:04 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

9:18 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Services Rendered

Sunday, Aug. 16
9:01 a.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Palmer  Road,  Services 
Rendered

9:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, West Main Street, 
Patient Refusal

6:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

A r r e s t :  D o n n a  M . 
Malmborg, 63, Springfield

OUI-Liquor or .08%; 
Negligent Operation of 
Motor Vehicle

11:58 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Park Street, 
Services Rendered

Monday, Aug. 17
3:01 a.m. Disturbance/

Nuisance, Maple Street, 
Advised

9:50 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, West Main Street, 
Assist Given

1 : 4 5  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, Highland Village, 
Advised

2:46 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, West Brookfield, 
Services Rendered

3:26 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance, Otis Avenue, 
Could Not Locate

3:27 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call,  South Street, 
Investigated

3:29 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Park Street, 
Advised

5:47 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Park Street, 
Advised

7:58 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance,  Eddy Street , 
Advised

8:45 p.m. Disturbance/
Nuisance,  West  Street , 
Services Rendered

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

Warren Police Log

During the week of Aug. 
17-24, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 51 building/
property checks, 12 direct-
ed/area patrols, nine radar 
assignments, two traffic con-
trols, eight emergency 911 
calls, eight citizen assists, 
four assist other agencies, 
one safety hazard, four com-
plaints, one burglary, two 
motor vehicle investigations, 
one disturbance, one motor 
vehicle accident, five ani-
mal calls and three motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Aug. 17
8:14 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Ruggles Hill Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

2:58 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

3 : 1 7  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, Jackson Road, 
Officer Handled

Tuesday, Aug. 18
7:47 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency,  Col l ins  Road, 
Services Rendered

10 :33  a .m .  We l fa r e 
C h e c k ,  J o s l y n  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

10:40 p.m. Fire/Alarm, 
O l d  P e t e r s h a m  R o a d , 
Investigated

Wednesday, Aug. 19
10:30 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Lower Road, Report Taken
5:52 p.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Crash, North Street, 

Transported to Hospital
6:20 p.m.  911 Fire/

Auto, Old Petersham Road, 
Transported to Hospital

7:34 p.m. Complaint, 
Old Greenwich Plains Road, 
Negative Contact

8 :37  p .m.  Neighbor 
Dispute,  Summit Road, 
Report Taken

Thursday, Aug. 20
4:48 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Charity Hill 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

8:22 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Pine Street, Spoken To

8:26 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Upper Church Street, Officer 
Handled

10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

10:54 a.m. 911 Animal 
Call, Lower Road, Referred 
to Other Agency

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, River Run, 
Negative Contact

7:43 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
River Run, Spoken To

10:50 p.m. Suspicious 
Activity, Bridge Street, 
Officer Handled

Friday, Aug. 21
7:59 a.m. Complaint, 

Hardwick Road, Officer 
Handled

8:51 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Spoken 
To

9:53 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Main Street, Spoken 
To

3:42 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

5:13 p.m. Complaint, 
P r o u t y  R o a d ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

5:28 p.m. 911 Animal 
Call, Muddy Brook Road, 
Voice Message Left

5:50 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Out  of  Town, 
Dispatch Handled

7:01 p.m. 911 Animal 
Call, Muddy Brook Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

8:06 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Broad Street, Report Taken

11:55 p.m. Complaint, 
B r oad  S t r ee t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

Saturday, Aug. 22
9:23 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Main  S t ree t ,  Se rv ices 
Rendered

11:32  a .m.  Medica l 
A l a r m ,  C h u r c h  L a n e , 
Transported to Hospital

2 :06  p .m .  Burg l a ry 
(Breaking and Entering), 
B r oad  S t r ee t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

Sunday, Aug. 23
9:16 a.m. Unattended 

Death, Taylor Hill Road, 
Services Rendered

5:09 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Taylor Hill Road, Spoken To

6:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Hardwick 
Road, Investigated

Monday, Aug. 24
7:51 a.m. Fire/Alarm, 

Lower  Road ,  Serv ices 
Rendered

During the week of July 
26-Aug. 1, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 158 
building/property checks, five 
community policings, 16 emer-
gency 911 calls, four distur-
bances, three suspicious activ-
ities, one theft/larceny, one 
harassment, two safety con-
cerns, one fraud/forgery, three 
complaints, one trespass, three 
motor vehicle accidents, four 
animal calls and 20 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Sunday, July 26
6:21 a.m. Unwanted Party, 

Winthrop Terrace, Officer 
Spoke to Party

9:07 a.m. Falls, Main 
Street, Transported to Hospital

12:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Mass Turnpike, 
Transported to Hospital

12:36 p.m. Harassment, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Report Filed

2:53 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Keyes Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:52 p.m. Parking Issues, 
Old West Warren Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

6:38 p.m. Mutual Aid 
Ambulance, Ware, Canceled

7:33 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Negative Contact

Monday, July 27
12:40 a .m.  Breathing 

D i f f i c u l t y,  A  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

1:36 a.m. Assist Other 
Pol ice Department ,  Old 
West Warren Road, Negative 
Contact

5:47 p.m. Assist Other 
Pol ice Department ,  Old 
West Warren Road, Negative 
Contact

7:11 a.m. Falls, Presidential 
Circle, Transported to Hospital

10:13 a.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial/Abandoned, Coy Hill 
Road, Officer/Chief Advised

1:37 p.m. Fraud or Forgery, 
Winthrop  Terrace ,  Cal l 
Transferred

Tuesday, July 28
9:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:04 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

1:14 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Officer/Chief 
Advised

8:33 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Southbridge Road, 
Investigated

11:45 p.m. Overdose/
Poisoning, Liberty Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, July 29
11:37 a.m. Complaint, 

Reed Street, Call Transferred
11:55 a.m. Disturbance/

Disorderly, Main Street, 
Investigated

12:15 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

1:31 p.m. Falls, Mechanic 
Street, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

3:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Brookfield 
Road, Written Warning

4:40 p.m. Fire/Power 
Lines, Main Street, Referred 
to Other Agency

5:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Boston Post Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Thursday, July 30
7:36 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:41 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:32 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:38 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Old West Warren 
Road, Criminal Complaint

9:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Arrest(s) 
Made

Arrest: Isaac Callejas, 32, 
Warren

Warrant
10:09 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Officer/Chief Advised

12:09 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Milton O. 
Fountain Way, Officer/Chief 
Advised

12:39 p.m. Parking Issues, 
Central Street, Officer Spoke 
to Party

1:44 p.m.  Abdominal 
Back Pain, Little Rest Road, 
Transported to Hospital

4:08 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Old Douglas 
Road, Area Search Negative

5:06 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Heritage Drive, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

Friday, July 31
2:09 a.m. Complaint, East 

Road, Area Patrolled
4:29 a.m. Parking Issues, 

Wa lkeen  Koz io l  Road , 
Arrest(s) Made

Arrest: Edward C. Mello, 
38, Warren

Drug, Possess Class B, 
Subsequent Offense

8:17 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:39 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1 0  a . m .  B r e a t h i n g 
Difficulty, Brimfield Road, 
Transported to Hospital

10:31 a.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Keys 
Road, Investigated

11:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:14 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

2:09 p.m. Safety Concern, 
Main Street, Officer Spoke to 
Party

2:20 p.m. Choking, Town 
Farm Road, Transported to 
Hospital

2:26 p.m. Trespasser or 
Prowler, Old West Brookfield 
Road, Report Filed

3:06 p.m. Unwanted Party, 
Sarty Road, Officer/Chief 
Advised

3:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop,  Winthrop Terrace, 
Written Warning

5:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Ware Road, Vehicle 
Towed

Saturday, Aug. 1
12:34 a.m. Suspicious 

Vehicle, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:14 a .m.  Suspicious 
Vehicle, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

1 2 : 3 1  p . m .  L a r c e ny 
or  Thef t ,  Main  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

A r r e s t :  A n t o n i o  A . 
McClelland, 33, West Warren

Warrant; Larceny over 
$1,200

1:45 p.m.  Suspicious 
Vehic le ,  Br idge  St ree t , 
Officer/Chief Advised

4:40 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Main 
Street, Negative Contact

4:44 p.m. Complaint, Main 
Street, Negative Contact

5:03 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Quaboag Street, 
Report Filed

11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

11:02 p.m. Unwanted 
Party, Pleasant Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

N O RT H A M P T O N  – 
Angel Ramos, 53, of Ware, 
was sentenced on Aug. 19 in 
Hampshire Superior Court to 
20 to 25 years in state pris-
on, followed by 10 years 
of supervised probation, by 

Superior Court Judge Charles 
W. Groce III.

According to a press 
release from the office 
of Northwestern District 
Attorney David E. Sullivan, 
on Aug. 3, Ramos was found 

guilty of 28 counts of rape 
and sexual abuse of a child 
following a four-day bench 
trial. As a result of these con-
victions, Ramos is required 
to register as a sex offender. 

Ramos was found guilty 
of the following offenses: 
Aggravated Rape of a Child 
(13 counts), Forcible Rape 
of a Child (three counts), 
I n d e c e n t  A s s a u l t  a n d 
Battery on a Child Under 
14 (six counts), Aggravated 
Intimidation of a Witness 
(two counts), Posing or 
Exhibiting a Child in a State 
of Nudity, Trafficking of a 
Person Under 18 for Sexual 
Servitude, Open and Gross 
Lewdness, and Assault with 
Intent to Rape.

An investigation deter-
mined the offenses occurred 
over the course of sever-
al years, between 2018 and 
2024, and involved one 
minor child when they were 
between 7-13 years of age.

A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t 
Attorneys Stephanie Jimenez 
and Jillian Parent prose-
cuted the case on behalf of 
the Commonwealth, with 
support provided to the sur-
vivor by Family Service 

Ware man sentenced to 20-25 years

Submitted Photo
Ware Police Sergeant John Cacela recently took the 
oath of his office with Town Clerk Nancy Talbot. 
Cacela has been a member of the department for over 
12 years and received the promotion during the July 7 
Selectboard meeting.

SERGEANT 
TAKES OATH 
OF OFFICE

Please see SENTENCED, 
page 13

support community journalism
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ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY, 
SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
 New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE

 THANK YOU FOR 
answering my prayers. 

Publication as promised.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham 
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire 
estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.  

$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
 based on qualifications.  

Application and complete job 
description are available online at 

www.huntingtonma.us 
or by emailing 

admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an

Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Advertise your 
home improvement 

services in our classifieds.
We get results!

In observance of 
Labor Day, 

there will be an 

EARLY 
CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE.

To advertise, 
place your ad 
no later than 

NOON 
Thursday, 

Sept. 3, 2026

Thank You!

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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public notices
WARREN, MA 

PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Babe’s Lawn Care 
Brimfield Road

Pursuant to MGL, Chapter 
40A, notice is hereby given that 
the Warren, MA Planning Board, 
acting as the Special Permit 
Granting Authority, will hold 
a Public Hearing on Monday, 
September 14, 2026 at 7:00 
PM on the application of Babe’s 
Lawn Care Inc. The Hearing will 
be held at the Shepard Munici-
pal Building located at 48 High 
Street in Warren.

The Applicant, Babe’s Lawn 
Care Inc., is requesting a Spe-
cial Permit (No. 319) and Site 
Plan Approval (SPR No. 75) 
under Sections 3.22.15 and 5.32 
of the zoning by-laws to allow 
a landscaping and construction 
business and equipment storage 
on Brimfield Road (Map 30, Lot 
2.3) in the Rural district.

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be inspected in the 
Office of the Planning Board or 
the Town Clerk during normal 
business hours. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 
08/27, 09/03/2026

Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court
Hampshire Probate 
and Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 

Northampton, MA 01060 
( 413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS26P0389EA

Estate of: 
Nancy J. Brown 
Also known as: 

Nancy Joyce Brown 
Date of Death: 03/09/2026

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Sherri Ann 
Pelskl of Fiskdale, MA 

requesting that the Court en-
ter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests that: 
Sherri Ann Pelskl of Fiskdale, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or your at-
torney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 09/24/2026. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fall to file 
a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC) 
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC In 
an unsupervised administra-
tion Is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons Inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court In any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.

Date:August 20, 2026
Mark S. Ames

Register of Probate
08/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS26P0549EA
Estate of: 

Michelle C. Dumas 
Also known as: 

Michelle Corrine Dumas 
Date of Death: 08/01/1997 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Peter 
J. Contacos  of Warren, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Peter J. Contacos  of Warren, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/16/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 19, 2026  

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

08/27/2026

Town of Hardwick 
Board of Health

Public Hearing Notice
Pursuant to M.G.L. Chap-

ter 114, Sections 34 and 37, the 
Hardwick Board of Health will 
hold a public hearing on Thurs-
day, September 3, 2026, at 6:15 
p.m. at the Municipal Office 
Building, 307 Main Street, Gil-
bertville, Massachusetts.

The purpose of this hearing 
is to receive public comment 
on proposed Home Burial and 
Green Burial Regulations. The 
Board of Health may consider 
and vote on adoption of the pro-
posed regulations following the 
public hearing.

All interested parties are en-
couraged to attend and provide 
comments and input.

Copies of the proposed regula-
tions may be requested at Hard-
wick Town Hall or by emailing 
boh@hardwick-ma.gov. 
08/27/2026

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 37 Indian Hill Road 

a/k/a 8 Indian Hill Road, Ware, 
MA 01082

By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by David 
L. Liggon to Ameriquest Mort-
gage Company, and now held 
by Citibank, N.A., not in its 
individual capacity, but solely 
as owner trustee of the New 
Residential Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2019-2, said mortgage dat-
ed May 17, 2004 and recorded in 
the Hampshire County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 7839, Page 
1, as affected by Declaratory 
Judgment dated May 4, 2026 
and recorded in said Registry 
in Book 15737, Page 329, said 
mortgage was assigned from 
Citi Residential Lending, Inc. as 
attorney-in-fact for Ameriquest 
Mortgage Company to Deutsche 
Bank National Trust Compa-
ny, as Trustee for, Ameriquest 
Mortgage Securities Inc. As-
set-Backed Pass-Through Cer-
tificates, Series 2004-R7 by as-
signment dated January 15, 2009 
and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 9729, Page 
282; said mortgage was assigned 
from Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee for, 
Ameriquest Mortgage Securities 
Inc. Asset-Backed Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2004-R7 to 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. by assignment 
dated November 14, 2019 and 
recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 13489, Page 154; 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. to Citibank, 
N.A., not in its individual capac-
ity, but solely as owner trustee of 
the New Residential Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2019-2 by assign-
ment dated September 5, 2024 
and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 15228, Page 
267; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the pur-
pose of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction on 
September 22, 2026 at 12:00 PM 
Local Time upon the premises, 
all and singular the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, to wit: 

The land in Ware, Hampshire 
County, Massachusetts, being 
known and designated as Lot No. 
72 (Seventy-Two) as shown on a 
plan of lots recorded in Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds, 
Book of Plans 69, Pages 79 And 
80. Said lot being more particu-
larly bounded and described as 
follows:

Southerly by Indian Hill Road, 
seventy-five (75) feet; 

Westerly by Lot No. 73 (Seven-
ty-Three) as shown on said plan 
one hundred ten (110) feet; 

Northerly by Lot No. 59 (Fif-
ty-Nine) as shown on said plan, 
seventy-five (75) feet; and 

Easterly by Lot No. 71 (Sev-
enty-One) as shown on a plan 
of lots recorded as aforesaid in 
book of plans 69, pages 81 and 
82, one hundred ten (110) feet. 

Subject to possible flowage 
rights of Ansel Ross under instru-
ment dated April 6, 1878 and re-
corded as aforesaid in Book 252, 
Page 349. 

Subject to possible flowage 
rights of Loretta Smith under 
instrument dated march 1, 1871 
and recorded as aforesaid in 
Book 279, Page 333. 

Subject to restrictions of re-
cord.

Being the same property con-
veyed to grantee herein, by deed 
recorded on December 10, 1984, 
in Book 2518, at Page 216.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated December 10, 1984 and re-
corded in the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 2518, 
Page 216.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence 
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid in cash, 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the time and 
place of the sale by the purchas-
er.  The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid in cash, cer-
tified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) 
days after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Citibank, N.A., 

not in its individual capacity, but 
solely as owner trustee of the 
New Residential Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2019-2

Present Holder of the Mort-
gage

(401) 217-8701
08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

26 SM 002666
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Vikki E. Patrakis 
a/k/a Vikki Patrakis
nd to all persons entitled to the 

benefit of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 
§ 3901 (et seq):

CrossCountry Mortgage, 
LLC

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Ware, numbered 17 North 
Street, given by Vikki E Patrakis 
to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for CrossCountry 
Mortgage LLC, dated May 3, 
2023, and recorded at Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 14852, Page 232, and 
now held by the plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 

the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
October 5, 2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the grounds of 
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIP-
ER, Chief Justice of said Court 
on August 18, 2026.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
08/27/2026

Notice of Sale of 
Motor Vehicles

 under G.L. c. 255., Section 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA 01031 

Pursuant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that on 
9/4/2026 at 10:00AM at: Regin’s 
Repair 19 Church St Gilbertville, 
MA 01031 by private sale, the 
following Motor Vehicle will be 
sold to satlsfy the garage keepers 
lien thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of no-
tices and sale of said vehicle 

2003 Chev Trailblazer
Registration#/State: 54KE81/MA 
VIN: 1GNDT13S432103983
Name and address of owner: 
Jackson Lee Torres &
Joshua James Roth 
15 Canal St
Ware, MA 01082 
Tina Magnan 
10 Otis Ave. #3 
Ware, MA 01082

2011 Toytoa Prius
Registration/State: 56HR82/MA 
VIN: JTDKN3DU3B0269590
Name and address of owner:
Beth Ellen Nichols. 
19 Sherwin St., Apt. 1 
Ware, MA 01082

By: James M. Regin
Dated: 8/16/2026

08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

Storage Auction
The contents of Melissa Bick-

ford will be auctioned off at Se-
cure Storage, 31 Southbridge 
Rd. Warren, MA on September 
5, 2026 at 9:00am.

The contents of Melissa Bick-
ford, Jonathan Burke and Bill 
Kitch will be auctioned off at 
Secure Storage, 70 Boston Post 
Rd Warren, MA on September 
5, 2026 at 9:30 AM.

The contents of Julie Figueroa, 
Cynthia Stalter, Courtney Vol-
land, Jose Sanchez and Karen 
Coughlin will be auctioned off 
at Secure Storage, 167 West 
St Ware, MA on September 5, 
2026at 10:15 am. 

Any questions or inquiries call 
413-800-6278. 
08/20, 08/27/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. 

HS26P0461EA
Estate of: 

Sandra Sue Walther
Also Known As: 

Sandy
Date of Death: June 19, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Karen F 
Bauer of Milford, CT

a Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.

Karen F Bauer of Milford, 
CT has been informally appoint-
ed as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
unde r  the  Massachuse t t s 
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating 
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
08/27/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Obituary Policy
Ware River News

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Advocate Julia Wallace. The 
Commonwealth recommend-
ed a 30 to 35 year state pris-
on sentence. 

Defense counsel, Attorney 
Bob Opsitnick of Chicopee, 
requested leniency and that 
the court impose the mini-
mum term of incarceration 
on each charge. Judge Groce 
imposed a sentence of 20 to 
25 years in state prison.

Following his incarcer-
ation, Ramos will serve 10 
years of supervised proba-
tion. As conditions of pro-
bation, he must complete a 
sex offender evaluation and 
any recommended treatment; 
have no unsupervised con-

tact with children under 18; 
not reside with or have over-
night visits with minors; have 
no contact with the victim; 
comply with all Sex Offender 
Registry Board requirements; 
and wear a GPS monitoring 
device.

“We commend the survi-
vor for her courage and per-
severance throughout this 
process,” said ADA Jimenez. 
“While no sentence can undo 
the harm caused, we hope 
this outcome provides her 
and her family with some 
measure of closure. We will 
continue to stand with survi-
vors and vigorously pursue 
accountability for those who 
exploit and victimize chil-
dren.”

SENTENCED from page 11

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
BIKES, E-BIKES!!!
WE REPAIR BIKES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

LABOR DAY SALE!!!!
DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!! 
BEAT THE PRICE INCREASES!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

24 Water St., Palmer
www.turley.com 

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Collette Vacations
Reflections of Italy - 
May 4-13, 2027

Sept. 26  ...... Pickity Place Lunch ..................................$130
Nov. 7 .......... Great Gatsby at PPAC  .............................$165
Dec. 5 .......... Vermont Country Store with Lunch .......$175
March 1 ....... 12-Night Caribbean Cruise ...........from $2499
March 8-14 .. Charleston, Savannah, Jekyll Island .....$4149
May 23 ........ 7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...............from $1799

Century 21 North East
160 Main St., Spencer

dorrinda@C21Lovett.com
1-978-434-1990

Investing in a home 
is the best long-term

 investment you can make. 
Now is the time 
to work with me 

to sell your current home 
or purchase your new one!  

Call me today!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

PEACHESPEACHESPEACHES

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

Available Labor Day WeekendAvailable Labor Day Weekend

CIDER CIDER 
DONUTSDONUTS

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - BRIMFIELD, MA
A charming antique Colonial, set on 2.4 beautiful acres! Built 
circa 1850, this spacious 5-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom home is 
filled with character, featuring gorgeous wood floors, exposed 
beams, built-ins, multiple fireplaces and wonderful period 
details throughout. 1st floor offers a large, fireplaced living 
room, formal dining room, inviting family room with exposed 
beams and wood stove, home office/den, and a 1st-floor primary bedroom with private full bath and 
fireplace. Upstairs you’ll find 4 additional bedrooms and another full bath. Outside, enjoy expansive level 
grounds, established landscaping and gardens, plus an oversized, 2-story, attached garage/barn offering 
plenty of additional space. A truly special Brimfield property combining the warmth and craftsmanship of 
an antique home with the space and versatility today’s buyers are looking for! Great commuter location 
with access to the MA pike, Rts 84 & 20! Tantasqua school district! Listed at  $539,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND $8 PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com


