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WARE – It was standing room 
only at the Ware Senior Center 
last week, as community members 
joined representatives from the 
Hospital Review Committee and 
HKT Architects Inc. in a visioning 
session for the Baystate Mary Lane 
Hospital site.

About 100 residents from Ware 
and Hardwick attended the session 
on Sept. 20, to discuss the future 
of the South Street property, which 
served as a hospital for almost 100 
years.

Named after founder Lewis 
Gilbert’s late wife Mary Lane, the 
hospital was built using a trust 
established to provide health ser-
vices to the residents of Ware and 
Gilbertville. 

Now, Baystate is working to 
transfer the remaining outpatients 
services to Baystate Wing Hospital 
in Palmer by the end of the year, 
remove hazards and demolish some 
or all of the buildings.

Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
said the Gilbert Trust still exists, 
with around $6-7 million in its 
endowment which generates 
around $325,000-350,000 a year.

The purpose of the visioning 
session was to get feedback from 
residents about possible uses for 
the property.

“We’ll get to hear your ideas for 
what goes on that site,” Beckley 
said. 

Janet  Slemenda and Amy 
Dunlap of HKT Architects Inc. 
have been working with the town 
to find possible uses for the site.

Slemenda said her firm has 
assessed all of Baystate Mary Lane 
Hospital’s buildings on the 21-acre 
site, noting that parking lots are in 
poor condition and not Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliant. 
There are stormwater issues as 
well. 

The site is zoned as suburban 
residential and any reuse of the site 
will require rezoning, Slemenda 
said. 

“There’s a lot of site develop-
ment that is very costly,” she said. 

A landscape engineer noted that 
there is a rare species zone on the 
site, which is located in the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s 
flood zone B (moderate flood haz-

Residents 
share ideas 
for MLH site

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTHAMPTON – Former 
Wa r e  F i r e  C h i e f  T h o m a s 
Coulombe was arraigned at 

Hampshire County Superior Court 
last week, for allegedly embez-
zling more than $28,000 from the 
town and three regional fire asso-
ciations.

Coulombe’s lawyer, Attorney 
Jared Olanoff, entered a plea of 

not guilty on his client’s behalf at 
the Sept. 20 hearing. 

Worcester County Assistant 
Dis t r i c t  At to rney  Maureen 
McNally asked that Coulombe be 
released on personal recognizance, 
which Judge Francis E. Flannery 

granted without conditions.
A trial date was set for Feb. 28, 

2024, with a pre-trail conference 
on Jan. 24, 2024.  

According to a press release 
from the Office of the Inspector 
General, on Aug. 11 a Hampshire 

County grand jury indicted 
Coulombe for four counts of lar-
ceny over $1,200 for allegedly 
embezzling more than $28,000.  
He is accused of submitting false 

Former fire chief arraigned on larceny charges

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – About 50 com-
munity members, volunteers, 
state and town officials and Mass 
Central Rail Trail supporters and 
enthusiasts joined the Conservation 
Commission this past Tuesday for 
the official grand opening of Ware 
River Park on Lower Road.

“We are here today to thank all 
of you,” Conservation Commission 
Vice-Chair Rebecca Bottomley 
said. “We couldn’t have done this 
without all of you.”

Ware River Park started as 
the Conservation Commission’s 
“COVID project,” three years ago, 
when Bottomley and Conservation 
Commission Chair William Zinni 
sat outside on a deck and worked 
on a plan for the 10-acre parcel.

B o t t o m l ey  t h a n ke d  E a s t 
Quabbin Land Trust’s Executive 
Director Cynthia Henshaw for 
her collaborative efforts in secur-
ing a MassTrails grant from the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, along with countless 
volunteer hours from EQLT’s 

members.
Henshaw said protecting this 

parcel of land was one of EQLT’s 
first projects back in the 1990s. 
Back then, it was so overgrown 
with weeds and invasive plants, you 
couldn’t see the Ware River.

Now, you can enjoy a view of 
the river almost the entire length of 
the trail.

The Mass Central Rail Trail 
connects from the gazebo at New 
Furnace Landing to another shorter 
section of trail near the Gilbertville 
mill. This shorter trail leads to the 
Ware-Hardwick Covered Bridge.

Once roadwork is completed, 
a crosswalk will be added at the 
gazebo, helping trail users cross 
Route 32. 

EQLT oversees other sections 
of Mass Central Rail Trail in town, 
branching from Creamery Road 
into New Braintree, and from New 
Braintree to Wheelwright. 

Henshaw said EQLT is pre-
paring for its annual Station Loop 
Ramble on Sunday, Oct. 15, which 
features three different races utiliz-
ing the trails. Proceeds from this 

Turley Photo  by Paula Ouimette
Conservation Commission Vice-Chair Rebecca Bottomley cuts the ribbon at the official grand opening of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail at Ware River Park in Gilbertville. Joining her are Conservation Commission 
Chair William Zinni (third from right), Clerk Peggy Baxter (second from right), Conservation Commission 
member Neil Halin (right), along with members of Brown’s Trucking & Excavating, Inc. and the Highway 
Department.

Ware River Park officially 
opens in Gilbertville Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

Hardwick resident Stephen 
Granlund holds a print of art-
ist Jacob Knight’s painting of 
Baystate Mary Lane Hospital, 
which was commissioned by the 
Hospital for its 75th anniversary. 
The original painting hangs in the 
Young Men’s Library Association.

Board games offer 
rainy day fun for all

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  Q u a b o a g 
Performing Arts Booster Club 
hosted Family Fun Day: Board 
Games in the cafeteria of Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School this 
past Saturday afternoon.

Public Health Nurse 
gives presentation 
on emergency 
preparedness 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R E  –  S e p t e m b e r  i s 
Emergency Preparedness Month, 
and in recognition of that, Public 
Health Nurse Kirsten Krieger of the 
Quabbin Health District gave a pre-
sentation about what to do during 
different types of emergencies. 

Krieger has been a registered 
nurse for four years and has been a 
part of the Quabbin Health District 

since 2022. The health district 
serves the communities of Ware, 
Belchertown and Pelham and 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Public Health Nurse Kirsten Krieger of the Quabbin Health District 
gave a presentation about emergency preparedness.

Let’s talk emergency preparedness
By Paula Ouimette

Editor
pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task force is preparing for its 
8th annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk, helping to 
support and empower survivors 
in the towns of Ware, Warren, 
Hardwick and beyond.

In recognition of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month, the 
walk will be held on Sunday, 
Oct. 15 at 1 p.m., starting and 
ending at Veterans Park on Main 
Street. The event will be held 
inside the Town Hall if it rains. 

Musician Lori Brooks will 
perform and there will also be 
a raffle fundraiser, in addition 
to featured speakers and much 
more. A dining table will be 
set, with place settings bearing 
the names and stories of people 
who have been killed in domes-
tic violence situations. 

Wa r e  H i g h  S c h o o l ’s 
Domestic Violence Task Force 
members will emcee the event. 

Awareness Walk coordinator 
Jennie Simmons joined the Task 
Force many years ago and want-
ed to start the Awareness Walk 

Task force brings awareness 
to domestic violence

 

Family Fun DayFamily Fun Day

Henry Tilton, left, and Owen DeFosse play a game of cards at the 
Quaboag Performing Arts Booster Club’s Family Fun Day: Board 
Games fundraising event this past Saturday.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Autumn Tilton, left, and Jackson Tilton count their cards before 
starting their game.Please see GAMES, page 6

Please see TRAIL, page 8

Please see MLH, page 7

Please see TASK FORCE, 
page 12

Please see EMERGENCY,
 page 12

Please see CHARGES, page 13



Page 2, Ware River News, September 28, 2023

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

 

 

 

Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 

photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish� 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured�

The Ware River 
News will gladly 
c o r r e c t  f a c t u a l 
errors that appear 
i n  t h i s  p a p e r. 
C o r r e c t i o n s  o r 
clarifications will 
always appear on 
Page 3. To request 
a  c o r r e c t i o n , 
send information 
t o  e k e n n e d y @
t u r l e y. c o m ,  o r 
c a l l  9 6 7 - 3 5 0 5 . 
Corrections may 
also be requested 
in writing at:  Ware 
River News, Attn: 
Editor, 80 Main St., 
Ware, MA 01082.

 
Sponsored by 

Otto Florist & Gifts 
Oct. 13 & 14, 2023 
$15.00 Per Dozen 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: 

 
(Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) 

 
(Second Chance Animal Services) 

 
Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st) 

or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events 
It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!! 

 

and 

DO
N’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT!

 
Sponsored by 

Otto Florist & Gifts 
Oct. 13 & 14, 2023 
$15.00 Per Dozen 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: 

 
(Belchertown Animal Relief Committee) 

 
(Second Chance Animal Services) 

 
Call (413)967-5381 to order (order by Oct. 1st) 

or go online 24/7 to: ottoflorist.com/special events 
It’s a WIN WIN!! Let’s help the Animals!! 

 

and 

DO
N’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT!

Name of Veteran __________________________
Branch of Service __________________________

Cost is $75 per side • Limited Quantity
Make Checks payable to the Town of Ware

Sponsor Information
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
Email ____________________________________
Phone____________________________________

HOME TOWN HERO 
Pole Banners

to Honor Ware Veterans

For more information contact Dan Flynn
413-297-5886 • email:dflynn@turley.com

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield

YOUTH BOWLING PROGRAMYOUTH BOWLING PROGRAM
Teens starting 9/27/23 at 5pm

Kids / Bumpers starting 9/29/23 at 4pm
 T SHIRTS - COACHING - PIZZA PARTY
12 weeks - $150.00 for teens and kids 
$110.00 for bumpers (may pay weekly)

508-867-6629 to sign up or for more info

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1991 
showed a herd of first grade, 

confused dinosaurs that 
found themselves on a busy 

city street. They are from left, 
Stephanie Harder, Kyle Place, 
Ryan Siegel, Ashley Haesaert 

and Andy Close. Kevin Moriarty 
is shown in the background. 
If you recognize the folks in 

this week’s photo, please send 
their names and your full name 

to pouimette@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Workshop13 
Cultural Arts & Learning 
Center presented the opening 
of the 5th annual Northeast 
Fine Arts Exhibition in tradi-
tional realism last week.

For the organizers of 
Workshop13, it’s all about 
showcasing remarkable art-
work and bringing the trans-
formative power of art to the 
heart of the community. 

This past weekend, an 
opening reception was avail-
able for the public to view 
nearly 100 submitted artwork 
pieces. At the same time, 
guests viewing the artwork 
got to vote for their favorite 
artwork and determine the 
winner of a people’s choice 
award. 

The 2023 Northeast Fine 
Arts Exhibition is on display 
now through Oct. 8.  

Visitors got the opportu-
nity to wander through the 
Grand Hall and witness stun-
ning creations on display and 
get a glimpse of the creative 
skills of artists who come 
from all corners of New 
England. 

Joining the exhibition is 
Julie Beck, serving as juror 
for the Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition. Beck serves as 
an instructor as well as the 
assistant director of the 
Academy of Realistic Art. 

Workshop13 was proud to 
welcome Beck as their pres-
tigious juror. 

The  types 
o f  a r t w o r k s 
to express tra-
di t ional  real -
ism during the 
reception includ-
ed oil paintings, 
w a t e r c o l o r s , 
acrylic paintings, 
s c r a t c h b o a r d s , 
plaster,  welded 
steel and charcoal. 

O n e  o f  t h e 
award-winning art 
pieces in this year’s 
exhibition was the sculpture 
“Emily and Jupiter”. The 
sculpture is made of weld-
ed recycled steel and antique 
metal. The artist behind the 
creation, Brian McQuillan, 
was in attendance during 
the exhibition and enjoyed 
seeing his artwork displayed 
and admired by the guests at 
the reception. 

Another award-winning 
art piece was an oil painting 
called “Just Desserts”. The 

artist, Jeff Kern, did an oil 
painting on a panel and had a 
listed price of $17,000. 

Another unique art form 
was a bronze stain called 
“Look at Me”. Designed by 
Patrick Goguen, “Look at 
Me” is an art form express-
ing an eye gazing at your 
direction. 

For artwork expressing a 

local feel, Paul Weisbach had 
several of his oil paintings 
displayed a realistic picture 
of the Ware River. 

One of his paintings was 
called “Ware River After a 
Fall Thunderstorm”. The 
other was Ware River in an 
“Early October Morning”. 

Many guests have voted 
to choose their favorite art 
piece and will continue as 
the exhibition continues. 
The winner of the people’s 

choice will be announced on 
Sunday, Oct. 8. 

The Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition was organized 
thanks to the efforts of 
Executive Director Marie 
Lauderdale and Exhibition 
Chair Loretta Medeiros of 
Workshop13. Workshop13 
Cultural Arts and Learning 
Center thanks all their dedi-
cated volunteers for making 
this year’s art show success-
ful. 

The exhibition was sup-
ported by many contributing 
sponsors in the community 
such as the Ware Cultural 
Council, The Edward & 
Barbara Urban Foundation, 
Rossi Engraving, Nat Falk, 
Rose 32 Bread, It’s Wine 
O’clock, McCurdy Group 
and Front Yard Farm. 

For more information, 
visit  Workshop13 at 13 
Church St. in Ware or con-
tact them by calling 413-
277-6072 or emailing info@
workshop13.org. The work-
shop has a lot to offer from 
ceramics at their ClayWorks 
Community Ceramics Studio 
to their ArtWorks Gallery on 
Main Street and numerous 
events including live music, 
classes, parties, meetings and 
youth programs. 

For upcoming events, 
www.workshop13.org.  

Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition 
opens at Workshop13

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
“Emily and Jupiter” is a sculpture made of welded recycled 
steel and antique metal created by Brian McQuillan.

Artist Paul Weisbach created this 
oil painting of the Ware River.

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Adopting a pet involves a deep 
commitment and a lifetime 
of care and Second Chance 
Animal Services is committed 
to turning the tide by instill-
ing a sense of responsibility 
during the adoption pro-
cess and providing ongoing 
support for new pet owners. 
Making the decision to adopt 
a pet requires thoughtful 
consideration, as highlight-
ed by Wendy Hall, director 
of Second Chance’s Animal 
Relocation programs. 

“Pet ownership is like 
raising a child-it takes time, 
care ,  and resources  and 
Second Chance is here to 
help,” said Hall in a press 
release. “Pets have emotions 
and needs and rely on their 
owners for food, medical 
attention, love, and compan-
ionship. By investing effort 
from the start, many common 
problems can be avoided, 
leading to a happy and last-
ing pet-owner relationship.” 
To prevent unnecessary surren-
ders, Second Chance provides 
a range of resources and assis-
tance for pet owners facing dif-
ficulties. 

The organization believes 
that open communication and 
guidance can often resolve 

issues without giving up a pet. 
Knowledgeable shelter staff 
are available by phone or email 
to listen to owners’ concerns 
and offer advice on various 
pet-related matters. 

Whether it’s dealing with 
behavior problems, training 
challenges, or introducing 
a new pet to the family, they 
offer personalized solutions.

In addition, Second Chance 
operates four full-service vet-
erinary hospitals to ensure 
pets receive necessary care. 
Located in North Brookfield, 
Southbridge, Springfield and 
Worcester, the hospitals are 
open to everyone and offer 
reduced rates for those who 
qualify, along with weekly 
low-cost vaccine clinics. 

The nonprofit also has a pet 
food pantry program that sup-
plies pet food to local human 
food pantries, helping pet own-
ers facing financial difficulties. 
New Second Chance adopters 
also get access to a week of 
free one-on-one online train-
ing through an app designed 
to help dog owners address 
behavioral issues and foster 
positive interactions with their 
pets in their homes. Owners 
can continue to use the app for 
a minimal charge as needed. 

Well-trained pets are more 

likely to stay in their homes 
with their families.

Second Chance remains 
committed to educating pet 
owners, providing resources, 
and promoting responsible pet 
ownership to create a commu-
nity where pets are valued as 
cherished family members. 
With the right support and 
effort, many challenges can 
be overcome, allowing pets to 
stay where they belong, with 
the families who love them 
unconditionally. 

For more information on 
Second Chance’s programs 
and resources, visit www.sec-
ondchanceanimals.org. 

Submitted Photo
Mack, a 2-year-old Bernese 
Mountain Dog, is just one 
of the pets waiting to find 
a home at Second Chance’s 
Adoption Center in East 
Brookfield. 

Second Chance provides 
support for new pet owners

Send Us Your Photos!
warerivernews@turley.com



September 28, 2023, Ware River News, Page 3

AmVets Post 74
Boxcar Bricks

Crimmons-Graveline Insurance 
Country Bank 

D & E Farm 
HeBee Pottery 

Hunter Boody from Edward Jones 
J. Stolar Insurance Agency 

Just a Little Craft Store 
LimeLife by Alcone Sue Corjay 
McNamara Waste Services LLC 

Monson Savings Bank 
North Brookfield Bank 

Quaboug Valley Community Development Corp.

Ramadon’s Package Store 
R.M. Nietupski Enterprises 

Rondeau’s Dairy Bar
S.L Marhelewicz, CPA, PC

St. Stanislaus Polish Lyceum 
Surner Heating Co., Inc.

Three Rivers Fire Department 
Tony V. Entertainment 

Triple Creek Aerial Photography 
Turley Publications, Inc.
Wicked Woodworking 

William J. Vigneux, D.M.D.
Zap Electric Inc.

Three RiversThree Rivers
Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce
                              Established 1940

Serving the community by promoting the Serving the community by promoting the 
well being of the citizens and businesseswell being of the citizens and businesses

Holiday Harvest Festival
September 30, 2023

10 am - 4 pm
Pathfinder High School

240 Sykes Street
Palmer, MA

     Food, Entertainment, 
Raffles, Games & 
Over 80 Vendors

Sponsored by Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce
This program is supported in part by a grant from The Palmer Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supprted by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency

RAFFLES!

948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, Sept. 30th ~ 8pm-12am

A.S.B.  Classic Rock

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday, Oct. 2nd
7pm-11pm

ALLEY KINGS

Upcoming Events

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $300/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

community

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – As Workshop13 pre-
pares to celebrate the completion 
of the Church Street building’s 
sprinkler system at the end of this 
month, it’s also getting ready to 
add new flavor to its artistic offer-
ings thanks to a generous donation.

Wo r k s h o p 1 3 ’s  E xe c u t ive 
Director Marie Lauderdale was 
contacted by representatives from 
Baystate Mary Lane Hospital, 
offering her a chance to look 
through any furniture and equip-
ment that could be put to use in the 
arts and cultural center.

One of the items was a commer-
cial grade kitchen hood, allowing 
Workshop13 to start moving for-
ward with plans to create a com-
mercial kitchen; venturing into the 
culinary arts. 

“We’ve always talked about 
culinary arts and doing cooking 
classes,” Lauderdale said. “Before 
the donation, it was kind of a pipe 
dream.”

The vent hood is valued at 
around $15,000.

Lauderdale said Workshop13 
will begin installing the vent hood 
next year, bringing them one step 
closer to achieving this dream. 
Workshop13 will fundraise and 
seek grants to cover the cost of the 
installation, exhaust and duct work, 
as well as purchasing a commercial 
stove.

“Having a kitchen that’s really 
outfitted opens up a lot of oppor-
tunities for Workshop13 and the 
community as a whole,” she said. 

In addition to the vent hood, 
Baystate also donated furniture 
for use in all of Workshop13’s 
spaces, including ArtWorks and 
ClayWorks on Main Street. This 
included tables, shelves and even 
trash cans. 

One donated item that’s gotten 
a lot of use during Workshop13’s 
many performance events upstairs 
in the Grand Hall, is the drink cool-
er located on the top floor. 

Prior to having the drink cooler, 
volunteers at events would have to 
carry portable coolers stocked with 
canned beverages up and down the 
stairs, which became an exhausting 
task as audiences grew.

Lauderdale said Baystate also 
donated a griddle to use under the 
vent hood, but once they got it to 
Workshop13’s kitchen they real-
ized it wasn’t compatible with the 
power supply. With Baystate’s per-
mission, Workshop13 was able to 
find a new home for griddle at a 
minority, woman-owned restaurant 

opening up in Holyoke. 
These donations came as a 

result of the transition of services 
from Baystate Mary Lane Hospital 
to Baystate Wing Hospital in 
Palmer. 

Office furniture also went 
to local schools, including St. 
Aloysius Catholic School in 
Gilbertville, and nonprofit orga-
nizations like the Quaboag Valley 
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation.

Hospital beds are being used 
at three certified nursing assistant 
classrooms located at Ware High 
School, Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School and E2E, giving stu-
dents access to essential hands-on 
training in the medical field. 

President of Baystate Health 
Regional Hospitals Ron Bryant 
said that as the transition nears 
completion, safety measures are 
underway at the Mary Lane site, 
historical artifacts are being pre-
served and medical equipment is 
being repurposed for educational 
use.

“The staff from Westmass Area 
Development Corporation con-
tinue to meet 
regularly with 
town officials 
a n d  d e p a r t -
ments regard-
ing  ongo ing 
project work 
being done at 

Baystate Mary Lane Outpatient 
Center,” said Bryant. “The final 
transition of programs and services 
of Baystate Mary Lane to Baystate 
Wing Hospital is projected to be 
complete by December 2023, 
beginning with radiology services 
transitioning to Baystate Wing in 
mid-November.”

Abatement is currently under-
way in the Storrs and Wetherby 
buildings at Baystate Mary Lane 
Outpatient Center, noted Bryant. 

“During the abatement process, 
hazardous materials identified in 
the buildings including asbestos, 
lead, and PCPs are being safely 
removed, encapsulated, and dis-
posed of by professionals follow-
ing federal and state laws,” he said. 

Westmass continues to part-
ner with Baystate Health to assist 
in the decommissioning of the 
Baystate Mary Lane facility and is 
working closely with the town of 
Ware to perform work related to 
evaluating the current conditions 
of the buildings on the campus and 
to determine the best plans for the 
building and the land, Bryant said.

Following meetings held with 
the Ware Historical Commission, a 
number of items identified by the 
Commission from Baystate Mary 
Lane have been relocated to the 
Town Hall. 

As requested, the historic paint-
ing of the portrait of Mary Lane 
will be given to the Commission. 
Additional items given to the 
Commission include the lead-
ed half-moon windows, two lamp 
posts located outside the Wetherby 

building, the chandelier from 
the vestibule of the lobby, sever-
al framed historical pictures, and 
pieces of furniture.

Several items were relocated to 
the Ware Center Meeting House for 
preservation, including the Mary 
Lane Auxiliary tea set and silver 
platters. The Jacob Knight painting 
and the needlepoint wall hanging 
made by Mary Lane team members 
have been relocated to the Young 
Men’s Library Association.

A rose bush planted by Baystate 
Health cancer support group mem-
bers has been transplanted to a 
prominent location on Town Hall 
property and plans are underway to 
bring additional flowers from the 
healing garden and the Mary Lane 
property to the new garden at Town 
Hall with the help of Scouts from 
Ware and Gilbertville.  

Four cancer support groups 
funded by Baystate Health have 
continued to meet virtually since 
the pandemic. For more informa-
tion or to join a cancer or care-
giver support group, community 
members can call Camille St.Onge, 
LICSW, at 413-239-7239. 

“We will work with the town 
and community partners to find 
suitable homes for any other sur-
plus/historic items as the decom-
missioning process continues,” said 
Bryant.

Workshop13 receives donations from Baystate

Workshop13’s Executive Director 
Marie Lauderdale, stands with 
the new drink cooler, which was 
donated by Baystate Mary Lane 
Hospital.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
New tables were donated for use during art classes.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Executive 
D i r e c t o r  o f  C e n t r a l 
Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission, Janet Pierce, pre-
sented a memorandum of under-
standing to the Select Board 

At the Sept. 25 meeting, Select 
Board Clerk Eric Vollheim said 
the Capital Planning Committee 
had previously met and asked 
Pierce to help the town seek 
funding for various capital proj-
ects.

Vollheim said in the past, 
the town has worked with both 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission as well as CMRPC. 
He said CMRPC has offered to 
work with the town to apply for 
Community Development Block 
Grant funding this year.

“We thought it’d be a great 
idea to get together with them 
and have a formal agreement,” 
Vollheim said. “They have a lot 
of staff and consultants that are 
going to be very valuable to us as 
we proceed through these needed 
projects.”

Pierce said her organization is 
currently working with the town 
on its Open Space plan. They’ve 
also worked on the town’s munic-
ipal vulnerability preparedness 
plan.

“We’ve done quite a few plans 
with the town of Hardwick, we’re 
very engaged with you,” she said.

Pierce said CMRPC has 
“grown considerably,” and has 
a staff of 52, of which four to 
five that work on CDBG funding 
alone. 

She said CMRPC’s model is 
similar to PVPC, and they sign a 
memorandum of understanding 
with the towns they serve.

Town Administrator Nicole 
Parker said the town has applied 
for CDBG funding jointly with 
the town of Ware, but is able to 
apply on its own.

“We can be our own commu-
nity, going for our own funds,” 

Parker said. “As long as we have 
CMRPC helping and guiding…
then they’ll be able to assist 
greatly in our applications.” 

Pierce said every communi-
ty in the state has a “community 
needs” score, with higher scores 
being more likely to receive fund-
ing over communities with lower 
scores. She said Hardwick scores 
a nine out of 10. 

The Select Board accepted the 
memorandum of understanding 
between CMRPC and the town. 

HCA acknowledgement
Select Board Chair H. Robert 

Ruggles said there was a cler-
ical error on the original agen-
da listing the acknowledgement 
of receipt of the draft Host 
Community Agreement from 
Casella as an acknowledgement 
of a memorandum of understand-
ing.

Parker immediately corrected 
the agenda when the error was 
brought to her attention. 

She said the draft HCA was 
emailed to her and she thought it 
was important to deliver the draft 
to the Select Board as quickly as 
possible. 

Ruggles and Vollheim voted in 
favor of acknowledging receipt of 
the draft HCA from Casella, with 
Select Board Vice-Chair Kelly 
Kemp abstaining. 

Ruggles said a copy of the 
draft HCA will be posted on the 
town’s website, hardwick-ma.gov, 
under “Important Notices.” 

Town Administrator’s report
Parker  sa id  the  Capi ta l 

Planning Committee has been 
meeting monthly and will present 
recommendations to the Select 
Board soon.

“We have many building defi-
ciencies,” she said. “A lot of our 
infrastructure is really in need of 
some attention.”

Parker said the heat needs to 
be turned on in the Municipal 
Building and a safety is being 
installed on the boiler, which will 

Select Board signs 
MOU with CMRPC

Please see HARDWICK, page 5

Fall/Halloween/
Christmas Craft Fair

Saturday Oct. 7, 2023
10AM - 3PM

United Church of Ware
49 Church Street
Ware, MA 01082

Soup & Sandwich
Luncheon 11:30AM - 1PM

Table Runners & Quilts
Stuffed Animals

Fairy Houses
Garden Decor

Table Decorations
Christmas Decorations
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viewpoints

Supporting positive 
youth mental health

By Abaigeal Duda,
 Community Engagement Coordinator for 
the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance

To promote wellbeing, here is infor-
mation with a focus on opportuni-
ties to support positive youth mental 

health available to individuals, families, 
schools, and communities.  

Every two years ,  the  Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance conducts 
Prevention Needs Assessment Surveys in 
regional schools at the eighth, 10th, and 
12th grade levels to better understand how 
youth are thinking, feeling, and behaving 
with respect to a range of topics, including 
substance use, mental health, safety, and 
familial and community engagement.  

Overall, students, families and schools 
appear to be making great choices to pro-
vide a solid foundation for healthy growth 
in the Quaboag Hills region.  There are 
areas of concern, of course, and not every 
student is thriving.  

These surveys provide the data that is 
the foundation for selecting evidence-based 
programs that promote healthy choices.  

Our goal is to increase what we are 
doing well, to find ways to address gaps 
in support, and to share information with 
community partners, such as schools and 
Boards of Health.  Particularly since the 
COVID pandemic, mental health for all 
ages has become of greater concern both 
nationally and locally. 

 When people talk about youth and 
mental health, they are often discussing 
mental health challenges or disorders.  
However, it is also about youth growing 
and achieving mental and emotional mile-
stones.  

Because many health behaviors and 
habits that are established in adolescence 
will influence choices over a lifetime, it is 
very important to help youth develop good 
mental health early in life.  However, the 
pandemic disrupted many school-based 
services, increased parental burdens, and 
potentially affected long-term health out-
comes for caregivers and children alike.  

What can I do to support youth mental 
health?

While we cannot remove all adversity/
risk factors, we can help youth develop 
resiliency, the protective factors in youth’s 
environment, that help them deal with 
adversity.  Those factors include, but were 
not limited to, “family support and moni-
toring; caring adults; positive peer groups; 
strong sense of self, self-esteem, and future 
aspirations; and engagement in school 
and community activities,” according to a 
collective of 14 federal agencies working 
together to promote positive youth devel-
opment (youth.gov).  

Specifically, they note the following 
among positive factors that can benefit 
youth mental health development:

Opportunities for engagement within 
school and community

Presence of mentors and support for 
development of skills and interests

Positive norms that support healthy 
choices

Physical and psychological safety
Family provides structure, limits, rules, 

monitoring, and predictability
Supportive relationships with family 

members
Clear expectations for behavior and val-

ues
Positive physical development
Academic achievement/intellectual 

development
High self-esteem
Emotional self-regulation
Good coping skills and problem-solving 

skills
Engagement and connections in two 

or more of the following contexts: school, 
with peers, in athletics, employment, reli-
gion, and culture

How are we doing in the Quaboag Hills 
Region?

The Prevention Needs Assessment 
Survey addresses these types of risk/pro-
tective factors.  Taking a look at just a 
couple of areas listed above - opportuni-
ties to participate in school or community 
activities and clear expectations for behav-
ior - suggest how well our communities 
are addressing needs and how we might 
improve.  

When asked about why students do 
not participate in sports or other activi-
ties, more than 15% of respondents cited 
expense or transportation as barriers, 
and more than 20% noted that they had 
too many other responsibilities (helping 
with sibling childcare, employment, etc.)  
Addressing those issues could help more 
students participate in activities that studies 
show help foster positive mental health 
development.  

In terms of setting clear expectations, 
one of the questions related to this topic 
was, “my family has clear rules about alco-
hol use.”  

The percentage of those who answered 
that they “strongly agree” or “agree” were 
as follows:  At the eighth grade level, 94%; 
at the 10th grade level, 91%; and at the 
12th grade level, 86%.  

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will 
print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy 
only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All 
candidates running in both 
contested and uncon-
tested races are asked to 
submit their statements to 
the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of 
candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or politi-
cal fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues 
are limited to three total 
per author during the elec-
tion season. No election let-
ters will appear in the final 
edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit 
all statements of candidacy 
and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Cleaning up and planning ahead

Let’s just say that all the rain made veg-
etable gardening a real challenge this 
year.  

Why don’t we call it a wrap and do what 
we can now to get ahead of the game for next 
year!  

Most of my veggie plants have already 
called it quits. Other than a half row each of 
carrots and beets, and the last succession of 
green bean plants, there is pretty much noth-
ing left to harvest in my main garden.  

I still have some great peppers in the raised 
beds.  Clean up will start in the main garden 
for now.

Where do I begin?  First, I will haul off 
whatever I can to the compost pile, excluding 
as many weeds as possible.  I will also leave 
out thick plant stalks such as broccoli; they 
will take too long to break down.  

Diseased plants are also a no-no; they 

belong in the trash. 
Think of the compost pile as an outdoor 

lasagna made of layers of brown and green 
plant parts. Brown, carbon rich ingredients 
(such as chopped leaves) can be layered with 
green, nitrogen rich ingredients (such as grass 
clippings, over grown vegetables and scraps, 
and those non-weedy plant parts) to get the 
pile cooking.  

Add a shovel full of garden soil or fin-
ished compost per layer to inoculate it with 
microbes and water well.  Let the pile sit for a 
year or turn it frequently for faster results.  

Compost is a near neutral source of humus, 
a well-balanced fertilizer and soil tonic good 
for all types of gardens and even the lawn.

The garden plot is looking better, but I still 
have lots of weeds to deal with.  I’ve been told 
that if you miss one year’s seeding it’s seven 
years weeding, so there is no way I am going 
to take the easy route and rototill them in.  

As I pull up the weeds by hand, I vow to be 
a better weeder next year, or better yet, mulch 
more and weed less. 

My chickens, however, are thrilled with my 
shortcomings!  They gobble down those seed 
heads faster than their morning dose of carrot 
peelings.  

At last, I have a clean slate.  In preparation 
for sowing winter rye seed, I scuff up the soil 
surface.  

If any Jumping Worms cross my path, I 
feed them to the chickens. Stay tuned for an 

entire article on the subject of these invasive 
worms next week.  

Once prep is complete, I rake the soil 
smooth and broadcast the seed.  At a rate of 
four pounds per one thousand square feet of 
garden, I use ten pounds.  

It’s a good idea to divide the seed in half 
and try to cover all the area you have once, 
then go back and fill in the light spots with the 
rest.  After the seed has been sown. I’ll drag 
the flat end of a steel rake over the soil surface 
to bury it ever so slightly. 

My goal is to have the seed sprout now, so 
that its roots will hold the soil and its nutrients 
in place over the off season. Winter rye will 
put on an amazing amount of top growth by 
spring- weed whack or mow it first to make 
incorporating easier.  

I am also contemplating “tarping” it to 
solarize the soil at the same time, then work-
ing in the dead plants by hand.  Either way, 
if you do this for a few years in a row you’ll 
watch the organic matter content of your soil 
soar, reportedly at a rate of three to four thou-
sand pounds per acre!  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Bicyclists need to obey 
traffic laws 

On Wednesday, Sept. 13, at about 3:30 p.m. 
I was working at the dog park on Pleasant 
Street when I heard a truck slam on its brakes.  

I turned immediately to see a pre-teen boy 
on a bicycle perfectly framed by the black 
Chevy pickup’s grill and headlights. The boy 
and another on his own bike had come racing 
down Bank Street heading for Main Street 
when they ignored a stop sign.  

One child went behind the truck, the other 
went before the truck.  Thankfully, the driv-
er’s excellent reflexes and peripheral vision 
allowed him to see the kid in front of him and 
stop within inches of crushing the boy.   

The child slowed after the skid, but then 
continued on at a high rate of speed to Main 
Street.  

The media does an excellent job of remind-
ing the driving public that school’s back in ses-
sion and to watch for children, but perhaps we 
need to remind kids that if they choose to ride 
their bikes on city streets, they must also obey 
the traffic laws.  

A stop sign means stop! Not go faster.  
If not for the truck driver’s luck and skill, 

that little boy would never have seen high 
school, let alone the rest of his life and his par-
ents would have been planning his funeral.   

Denis Ouimette
Ware

Landfill will not cover 
costs of EMS service 

This letter follows up on the recent letter 
from Dr. Richard Romano in the Ware River 
News regarding reestablishing an EMS service 
in Hardwick as proposed by Casella Waste 
Systems. 

Our Town of Hardwick Finance Committee 
stated in our spring Town Meeting that 
Hardwick is well within our financial respon-
sibilities. I agree that adding more expenses at 
this time is not prudent and Town systems are 
running smoothly. 

The monies promised by Casella/Roche 
landfill proposal are not necessary or desired.

As a prior Board Member of the Hardwick 
Rescue Squad in the mid-1980s and then in the 
mid-2010s, our analysis of expenses and ser-
vices delivered clearly indicated that closing 
the service was our best option. Maintaining 
our services was prohibitive. 

A ground floor EMS with administrative 
costs, state of the art equipment, purchasing a 
new ambulance and ambulance station, staff-
ing, training and hiring highly professional 
personnel is exorbitantly expensive. 

We do live in a small town that requires 

Letters
to the editor

an average of only three-to-four “runs” per 
week. These are currently covered by nearby 
fully staffed ambulance services in Barre, 
Ware and West Brookfield. 

The cost/benefit ratio for a new Hardwick 
Rescue Squad would be unacceptable to the 
taxpayer. Any objective financial evaluation 
would put to rest the Casella/Roche deception 
that an ambulance service is affordable and 
needed by the town.

Sincerely,
Robert Page

Hardwick Villages for 
Responsible Growth

Hardwick

Hardwick roads not safe 
for landfill traffic

Anyone familiar with Hardwick backroads 
knows that they are dangerous just by their 
very nature of having narrow curves with 
poor sight lines. 

Motorists often cross the midline of the 
roads as they negotiate the curves. Yet Casella 
Waste is proposing to run at least 55 large 
18-wheeler trucks, one every five minutes, six 
days a week down these roads (110 trips/day) 
to a huge regional landfill. 

These roads were originally paved and 
designed for passenger cars for local traffic.  

In 2006 a professional traffic study was 
conducted and submitted to the Hardwick 
Selectboard that concluded on page 31, 
“Existing roadway and traffic conditions 

on Greenwich Road are not conducive to 
safe travel by heavy commercial trucks.” 
Furthermore, the independent study con-
cluded that safety measures be implemented; 
“Heavy truck management practices, com-
bined with proposed roadway and geometric 
improvements and traffic controls, provide 
a reasonable approach to addressing safety 
needs of the Greenwich Road corridor in 
Hardwick.” 

A public hearing was posted by the Board 
of Health to present the study at Hardwick 
Elementary School on Oct. 30, 2006. 

We can assume that the trucks will also 
be utilizing feeder roads such as Barre Road, 
Patrill Hollow Road, Turkey Street as well as 
through downtown Gilbertville. 

Once again, Casella Waste is looking to 
exploit Hardwick residents, risking our health 
and safety, to access the poorly sited landfill. 
We can expect that there will be high speed 
vehicle accidents as the trucks roar through 
residentially zoned areas of Hardwick. 

For the sake of our health and safety, I 
would urge Hardwick residents to oppose 
the Casella Waste Regional Landfill propos-
als.  Furthermore, the Board of Health should 
restrict use of these secondary roads until 
safety improvements as recommended in the 
2005 traffic study are made.

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure” as the old saying goes and in the case 
of Casella’s Regional Landfill proposal, this 
couldn’t be more true.

Sincerely, 
Lisa J. Nash, M.D., M.P.H. 

Hardwick

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Guest coLumN

Will opening a joint account 
affect my disabled father’s ‘SSI?’

 
Dear Rusty
I live in Michigan and my senior disabled 

father lives in rural Kentucky. 
His income is part Social Security and part 

disability. I talked to a local credit union near 
his home and explained I would like to open a 
joint account. 

They said as long as he comes in with his 
ID it’s possible. My question is will adding 
money to our joint account affect his SSI and 
disability? 

Signed: Caring Daughter

Dear Caring Daughter 
First, I need to clarify that there are 

two types of disability programs adminis-
tered by the Social Security Administration 
– Social Security Disability Insurance and 
Supplemental Security Income. The acro-
nym “SSI” normally refers to “Supplemental 
Security Income,” which is a benefit for dis-
abled senior adults and children, who have 
very little income and very few assets. 

“SSI” is not Social Security income; rather 
it is a general benefit program jointly admin-
istered by the Social Security Administration 
and the State in which your father lives. In 
contrast, Social Security Disability benefits 
are earned from working and are not affected 
by the recipient’s assets, as are “SSI” benefits. 

From what you’ve written, I assume that 
your father may have a small Social Security 
retirement benefit (because he has reached 
his full retirement age and SSDI isn’t avail-
able after full retirement age) and he is also 
receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

disability benefits. 
If this is the case, although your father’s 

Social Security retirement benefit would not 
be affected by opening a joint account at 
the credit union, his Supplemental Security 
Income disability benefit likely will be. 

As co-owner of the joint account, your 
assets would count towards your father’s 
“SSI” asset limit and your assets, as well as 
any “in kind” assistance you otherwise pro-
vide, would likely put your father over the SSI 
income/asset eligibility limit and result in his 
SSI benefits being terminated.

So, although the credit union may be will-
ing to open a joint account for you and your 
father, I’m afraid that would result in your 
father losing his SSI benefits, leaving him 
with only his small Social Security retirement 
benefit. 

You may wish to review the SSI eligibili-
ty information at this link: www.ssa.gov/ssi/

Please see SSI, page 5Please see QHSUA, page 5
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“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
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Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
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COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER
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• All vehicles are sanitized before 
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• Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
• Collision Specialists

Your Safety is Our Top Priority

We Handle ALL Insurance Claims
Call Us to Arrange a Free Estimate following Social Distancing Guidelines

RS #1688

283-640391 State St.,Bondsville, MA

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

eligibility or you could contact the 
Social Security Administration and 
ask to speak with someone experi-
enced with Supplemental Security 
Income matters. 

For clarity, “SSI” assistance is 
jointly administered by the Social 
Security Administration and each 
State’s Human Services depart-
ment, and assistance available var-
ies somewhat depending on the 
recipient’s state of residence. Thus, 
since your father lives in Kentucky, 

you might also contact that state’s 
human services agency to discuss 
your options for providing remote 
assistance to your father without 
jeopardizing his Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) benefit: 
www.chfs.ky.gov/Pages/contact.
aspx.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  M a t u r e 
Cit izens Foundation and i ts 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or 

financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

SSI from page 4

Eighth graders, who felt their 
families were the clearest about 
alcohol use rules, were the least 
likely to use that substance, and 
12th graders, with the lowest per-
centage of clarity regarding alco-
hol use, were the most likely to 
use alcohol.  This may be an over-
simplification of contributing fac-
tors, but many studies suggest that 
having conversations about expec-
tations and clear household rules 
support making healthy choices.  

One of the most important fac-
tors for positive mental and physi-
cal health for youth is having con-
versations, whether with parents, 
school staff, or other trusted mem-
bers of the community.  

QHSUA supporting mental 
health

To learn more about  the 
Prevention Needs Assessment 
Survey, see the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance website, 
www.QHSUA.org.  The 2021 
report is linked to the home page, 
and the 2023 report will be ready 
soon.  

The Alliance and Healthy 
Quaboag are hosting a free Youth 
Mental Health First Aid Training 
at the Palmer Public Library on 
Oct. 19 from 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Contact Emily to register by email-
ing ecoderre@townofware.com. 

Mental Health First Aid is a 
skills-based training course for per-
sons who interact a lot with youth 
that teaches participants about 
mental health and substance-use 
issues.  

For youth looking for a way 
to connect with our communities, 
the Alliance is forming a region-
al youth advisory council. Contact 
Brandon Milton by emailing bmil-
ton@townofware.com.  

Healthy Quaboag is also orga-
nizing a Community Health 
Improvement Plan that is address-
ing mental health along with trans-
portation, housing, and access to 
healthcare providers.  If you are 
interested in participating, please 
contact Arianna Palano by emailing 
apalano@townofware.com.

About QHSUA
The Quaboag Hills Substance 

Use  Al l iance  h t tps : / /qhsua .
org/ (QHSUA); a regional coa-
lition serving local communities 
located in Hampshire, Hampden, 
and Worcester Counties – the 
towns of Barre, Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Hubbardston, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Oakham, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, 
Ware, Warren and West Brookfield. 

Join them by going to their 
Facebook page https://www.face-
book.com/QHSUA/ or website, 
www.qhsua.org. 

If you or a loved one needs 
help for substance abuse, call the 
statewide helpline at 1-800-327-
5050 (TTY: 1-800-439-2370); 
the phoneline is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week; you can 
also go to the website at: https://
hub.helplinema.org/findhelp.  The 
988 Lifeline (call or text) provides 
24/7, free and confidential support 
for people in distress, prevention 
and crisis resources for you or your 
loved ones, and best practices for 
professionals in the United States.

QHSUA from page 4

Who was Mayberry’s 
‘Mystery Man’?

I begin this week’s column with a 
confession. 

I’m a lifelong, dyed in the 
wool fan of “The Andy Griffith 
Show”. It debuted just a few weeks 
before I was born, I grew up watch-
ing it in prime time, and I’ve reli-
giously followed it in reruns for 
decades. 

Andy and Barney, Opie and 
Aunt Bee, Floyd and Otis, and the 
whole gang feel like extended fam-
ily. I belong to several Facebook 
fan groups where members vig-
orously debate the merits of their 
favorite characters and argue over 
who should and shouldn’t have 
been Andy’s girlfriend. (Helen 
Crump? Seriously?)

The show has attained a kind 
of cult status. Multiple books 
have been written about it, col-
lege courses have been taught on 
it, and we aging Baby Boomers 
secretly yearn to spend our golden 
years in a friendly little town just 
like Mayberry where people are 
nice, where right always triumphs 
over wrong, and where the home 
cookin’ is, in Andy Taylor’s words, 
“extry gooo-oood!”

Given all that adoring attention, 

you may be surprised to learn a big 
mystery from the program remains 
unsolved more than 50 years later. 
Who played the mysterious Mr. 
Schwamp?

Who? It’s easy to not remember 
him. 

Although he appeared in over 
two dozen episodes, both black and 
white and color, he never spoke 
a single word. Not even once, 
although Andy and Barney fre-
quently refer to him by name as 
“Old Man Schwamp” or Schwump, 
if you prefer. 

We don’t know the correct spell-
ing because the character is never 
listed in the show’s credits. In fact, 
nobody even knows the name of 
the round-faced actor of a certain 
age who portrayed him. 

He smiles in acknowledgment 
of his name from time to time, but 
that’s all.

There’s a rumor among some 
fans that the actor was a personal 

friend of Andy Griffith who had 
fallen on hard times. He was given 
a small walk-on role with only a 
few lines as an act of charity. 

Supposedly, according to this 
uncorroborated version, the actor 
forgot his lines and froze. So, 
Andy filmed the scene without him 
speaking. 

That supposedly amused the 
show’s star, who got a kick out of it 
when he saw the finished product. 
So, Griffith had the writers insert 
brief, passing scenes with Old Man 
Schwamp from then on. (When 
your name is in the show’s title, 
you can get away with things like 
that.)

Mr. Schwamp appears at a 
Mayberry stag dance, watch-
es Ernest T. Bass throw a rock 
through a window, and of course 
passes time on a sidewalk bench 
outside the courthouse. He also 
pops up in a few episodes of the 
spinoffs Gomer Pyle, USMC and 
Mayberry RFD. 

Always without speaking, and 
never mentioned in the closing 
credits. He remains the one com-
plete mystery from a TV program 
millions of Americans know inside 
and out.

A few years ago, someone 
posted on YouTube a home movie 
taken by Ron Howard’s father of a 
behind the scenes glimpse of “The 

Andy Griffith Show” set. In the 
background, standing among the 
crew, a gentleman is seen reading 
a newspaper who bears a strong 
resemblance to the mystery man. 

Could he have been part of the 
production team, and the whole 
thing was just an elaborate inside 
joke? Probably. I agree with that 
theory.

But we’ll never know the true 
story. 

Don Knotts, who played the 
beloved bumbling Barney Fife, 
passed away in 2006. Andy Griffith 
followed six years later. Mr. 
Schwamp’s identity likely went to 
the grave with them.

Why does it matter, you ask. 
In the great scheme of things, it 

doesn’t. But we humans love pon-
dering the unanswerable. 

Americans have spent 82 years 
wondering what became of Amelia 
Earhart, after all.

And so Old Man Schwamp 
stares back at us from a half centu-
ry old spool of celluloid. 

The chubby face grins and his 
eyes twinkle. He clearly enjoys 
knowing what we don’t know, and 
probably never will.

Holy Cow! History is written 
by novelist, former TV journalist 
and diehard history buff J. Mark 
Powell. 

HOLY COW! HISTORY: The mysterious Mr� Schwamp
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cause the pump to shut off if the 
water goes above a certain amount.

 “This is not a permanent fix…
we’re going to have to find a solu-
tion for this by next year,” she 
said.

Parker said she applied for a 
35% matching grant through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
for equipment. If awarded, the 
town could purchase two vehicles, 
one for the Police Department 
and the other for the Highway 
Department.

Parker said voters would 
need to approve the acceptance 
of this grant (if awarded) at town 
meeting and it would also need 
approval through the Capital 
Planning Committee and Finance 
Committee.

Superintendent’s report
Water  Po l lu t ion  Cont ro l 

Facilities Superintendent Scott 
Pot ter  sa id  his  depar tment 
replaced a surge protector at the 
Eagle Hill pump station, and also 
completed some in-house repairs 

at the Wheelwright plant.
The Wheelwright wastewater 

treatment plant upgrade has gone 
out to bid as of Sept. 5, with bids 
due by Oct. 18.

“We did have a pre-bid meet-
ing at the Wheelwright wastewater 
treatment plant with some poten-
tial contractors interested in doing 
the upgrade there,” Potter said.

Potter said they lost controls at 
the plant the previous weekend, 
due to a power bump. He said they 
were able to reset the controls to 
get back up and running.

Debt repayment
The Select Board accepted a 

debt repayment schedule for the 
HVAC chiller at Quabbin Regional 
Middle High School.

The debt repayment will be 
based on a fixed enrollment level 
over five years, instead of fluctu-
ating with the town’s enrollment 
each year.

Highway Department hire
The Select Board approved 

hiring a new employee for the 
Highway Department at a rate 

of $20.40 an hour if he gets his 
hydraulics license within 30 days 
of his Oct. 10 hire date.

Appointments
A motion to appoint Elizabeth 

Cyran, Rick Romano and John 
Tomasi to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals failed to pass, with 
Vollheim in favor,  Ruggles 
opposed and Kemp abstain-
ing. Ruggles moved to appoint 
Romano and Tomasi to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, which passed 
with Kemp abstaining.

Open meeting violation
The Select Board acknowl-

edged receipt of the open meet-
ing law complaint and submitted a 
response from town counsel.

Special State Primary 
The Select Board accepted 

the warrant for the Special State 
Primary to be held Tuesday, 
Oct. 10 at Hardwick Elementary 
School, 76 Schoolhouse Drive 
from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

HARDWICK from page 3

PALMER – The Baystate 
Health Blood Donation team will 
host a blood drive at Baystate 
Wing Hospital on Wednesday, 
Oct. 4, from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Additionally, Blood Drives 
are held every other month, the 
next blood drive at Baystate 
Wing Hospital will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6.

Blood donations take approx-
imately one hour to complete, 
including the interview, dona-
tion and refreshments. To donate 
blood, donors must be at least 
17 years old; weigh at least 110 
pounds have a photo ID; be in 
good health (no colds, or sore 
throat); and have not donated 
blood within the past eight weeks.

In appreciation, all eligible 

donors will receive a $10 gift card 
or a Big E ticket while supplies 
last. 

For more information or to 
book an appointment to donate 
blood please call the Blood Donor 
Center at 413-794-4600. Please 
be sure to note Baystate Wing 
Hospital as the location where you 
would like to make your donation 
when you make your appointment.

Why is there a constant need 
for blood donations and why are 
they so important? Blood dona-
tions can be lifesaving for many 
people facing health conditions 
or problems that might require a 
transfusion, some of these reasons 
may include cancer, trauma or 
injuries, operations, blood disor-
ders, pregnancy, and birth.

Mobile blood donation team 
is coming to Palmer

HARDWICK – The Friends 
of the Stone Church will present 
a Halloween fun day with arts 
and dance activities at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 Main 
St., Gilbertville between 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 7.

This event is free for children 
of all ages. The program will offer 
spirited ghost dances and games, 
mask-making, painted pumpkins, 

cookies to decorate and other fun. 
Local artists and crafters will 

instruct, and refreshments will be 
served. 

Reservations are request-
e d  a t  h t t p s : / / f o r m s . g l e /
Kq194HygDjD1riu68 or by call-
ing Kathy McCrohon at 508-404-
7552 by Oct. 5. Youth under age 8 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Halloween fun day to be held Oct� 7

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.
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FALL FESTIVITIES at the FARM

Pop-up Beer Garden featuring local brews made 
with local ingredients is every Sat/Sun through 
October. 9/30, 10/1, 10/7, 10/8, 10/14, 10/15, 10/21, 
10/22, 10/28, 10/29.
Halloween Spooktacular featuring live music, 
great food, and local craft beer as part of the New 
Braintree Halloween festivities on 10/28.

Check FarmerMatt.com for details & more events.

Farmer Matt is preparing the farm for your 
favorite fall festivities. From viewing breathtaking 
fall foliage to live music and local craft beer, 
there’s something to do at the farm all fall. So 
mark your calendar. We’ll see you at the farm.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

CONTESTSend us your Halloween House 
Decoration photos from this year!
We are looking for decor
in 4 categories:

Scariest
People run screaming!

Most Creative
Best use of recycled materials!

Kid Friendly
Kids just want to hang out with you!

Flashy
Lights, lights and more lights!

We will choose a winner in each 
category who will receive a gift 
card from one of our sponsors.

All photos will run in our paper with 
the winners being announced.

Please send all entries to
warerivernews@turley.com
labeled halloween contest.

All entries must be
submitted by October 20th.

Include Name, Address & Phone

HalloweenHalloween
Niko’s
Pizza

LAZERS
Pizza House

HARDWICK
HOUSE OF PIZZA

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

We will be open 
FATHER’S DAY  

with  
normal menu 

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Friday Acoustics 
will be returning on June 11

FALL MENU
IS HEREFriday 

Acoustics 
Are Back!

We will be closed
as of October 2

for improvements.
Open 6 days a week

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8;
Fri & Sat 11-9

SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer $19.50/hr. 

WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU 
FOR SCHOOL START! 

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 413-544-8737

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

warren

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Town Admin-
istrator James Ferrera presented 
the first drafts for public safe-
ty and municipal offices from 
Tecton Architects to the Board of 
Selectmen, following the com-
pletion of the space/needs assess-
ment.

At the Sept. 21 meeting, 
Ferrera said he met with Tecton 
representatives along with Police 
Chief Gerald Millette and Fire 
Chief Adam Lavoie. The town 
would need 19,125 square feet of 
space in order to have the space 
needs it currently has, in addition 
to a 30% adjustment for growth.

Ferrera said the building drafts 
feature shared meeting spaces.

“The purpose of these meeting 
rooms and conference rooms, are 
to have a combination so that we 
can get rid of some of the square 
footages in the offices that they’re 
currently at,” he said, including 
his office, the Assessors, Board 
of Health and Town Accountant 
offices.

“If you need to have a meeting 
where there’s a conference table 
involved, you could go to one of 
the meetings rooms that are off 
the side of your office,” he said. 

Ferrera said square footage 
adds up, and with it the cost. But 
they also need to leave room for 
future growth in the event the 
town’s population grows. 

Ferrera said they scaled back 
the Police Department size from 
almost 12,000 square feet to 
around 9,000 square feet. 

He said the municipal office 
building would require about 
1.75 acres of land and the public 
safety building around 1.1 acres. 
He said Tecton was reluctant to 
design a two story building, due 
to Americans with Disabilities 
Act requirements and the need for 
elevators.

Ferrera said Tecton is currently 
looking at the possibility of con-
structing these buildings at the 
site near the Highway barn.

“These are all very prelimi-
nary,” Ferrera said of the drafts. 

Board of Selectmen Vice-Chair 
Richard Eichacker asked if meet-
ing rooms would be divided by 
solid or removable walls, which 
could help maximize the use 
of space. Ferrera said there can 
be subdividable walls between 
rooms.

Board of Selectmen Chair 
David Dufresne said the priority 

is having a public safety complex 
for the Police and Fire depart-
ments over municipal offices.

“They need to have a new 
building…that’s not even an 
option and we can’t cut too 
much,” he said. 

Dufresne said it’s import-
ant to have the MILO (Multiple 
Interactive Learning Objects) 
active shooter training room 
inside the public safety complex 
building. He said the buildings 
also need to be away from flood 
plains.

Moment of silence
The Board of Selectmen had 

a moment of silence to recog-
nize the passing of two longtime 
Warren residents, Don Nickerson 
and Peter Hastings. 

Appointment
The Board appointed part-time 

Police Officer Brad Merkel back 
to a full-time officer on the Polie 
Department.

Millette said Merkel began 
his career as a sheriff in Florida 
before joining the Warren Police 
Department full-time. Merkel 
then took a position with the 
Sturbridge Police Department 
full-time, before returning to 
Warren as a part-time officer.

“I appreciate the opportuni-
ty to come back here full-time,” 
Merkel said.

Dufresne said Merkel has been 
a “very good officer” in town 
and welcomed him back to the 
Department. 

Emergency Management report
Emergency  Management 

Director James McKeon present-
ed the monthly report for August. 

He said  the Community 
Emergency Response Team 
helped wi th  the  Pan-Mass 
Challenge Bike Ride that start-
ed in Sturbridge and he attend-
ed a search and rescue class 
with Charlton CERT. McKeon 
will teach what he learned at the 
search and rescue class to the rest 
of Warren’s CERT team. 

McKeon said September is 
Emergency Preparedness Month 
and he said it’s a good time to 
work on a personal safety plan 
during emergency situations. 
He said make sure to have plans 
for pets during a storm, and also 
check on neighbors and photo-
graph any damage caused by 
storms to your property for insur-
ance purposes.

He said more information on 
emergency preparedness is avail-

able at ready.gov.
McKeon addressed concerns 

about the light tower being uncov-
ered. He said it is designed to be 
outside, but he will either cover 
it or move it inside for the winter.

McKeon asked about having 
a used vehicle for CERT to use, 
especially when they need to tow 
things or travel flooded roads.

The Board suggested a pickup 
truck, possibly from the Highway 
Department.

Ferrera said a truck will 
need to be budgeted for in the 
Emergency Management depart-
ment and be approved by voters at 
town meetings.

Quote for doors
Ferrera said he received a 

quote of approximately $211 a 
door for the Shepard Municipal 
Building’s office doors. The doors 
would have nonremovable pins 
and hinges. 

He said there would be a total 
of nine doors to be replaced, and 
they would be custom-made to 
meet various size differences of 
the doors.

Connecting doors between 
offices would not be replaced, 
only exterior doors of offices.

Ferrera said money could be 
transferred at the special town 
meeting to cover the expense, 
which would total about $3,000.

Dufresne said replacing the 
doors would address safety con-
cerns as many of the departments 
have personal information stored 
in their offices. 

Correspondence
The Board discussed some 

correspondence they received 
regarding a 5.9 acre property that 
is primarily wetlands. The prop-
erty was previously offered to the 
town as a donation.

The property is about to go 
into tax title, Dufresne said, after 
the owners passed away.

Dufresne said it may make 
more sense to accept the proper-
ty, versus having to pay for tax 
taking.

“I don’t want to waste the 
town’s money going to court,” he 
said.

They will continue discussion 
about the property at a later meet-
ing.

Veterans Agent
Ferrera said one person has 

expressed interest in replacing 
retiring Veterans Agent Gary 

Board reviews drafts for 
municipal/public safety buildings

By Haileigh Swistak
Student Intern

WARREN – Auditions for “The 
Addams Family Musical” took 
place at Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School on Sept. 21.

Audit ions were hosted by 
Director and Music Teacher James 
Joinville along with choreographer 
Meg Masciangioli.

The evening started out with 
a brief warm-up group singing of 
“When You’re An Addams”, the 
opening number to the production. 
This was followed by solo singing 
intervals of a song sung by the char-
acter each student auditioned for.

Masciangioli then went on to 
teach the aspiring actors a dance 
from the opening number that they 
would later perform onstage in 
small groups.

The last step in the audition pro-
cess was the cold-reads, where stu-
dents were asked to perform a scene 
from the musical that they hadn’t 
read prior to auditions.

It wasn’t long before the cast list 
was put up the next day, Sept. 22, 
during lunch. The actors eagerly 
crowded around the slips of paper 
on the wall that would determine 
their roles.

Senior Ty Armitage will play 
Gomez Addams beside junior 
Abigail Join as Morticia Addams. 
The i r  daugh te r,  t he  i con i c 
Wednesday Addams, will be played 
by senior Rachel McGrath, and her 
younger brother Pugsley Addams 
will be played by freshman Jade 
Fontaine.

Wednesday’s love interest, Lucas 
Beineke, will be played by Joshua 
Leaming. His parents Mal and Alice 
will be played by Barry Nash and 
Falon Rice, respectively.

Other leads include juniors 
Parker Chaffee as Uncle Fester, 
Aviendha Andreoli as Grandma, and 
Dante Martino as Lurch.

The cast’s first read through of 
the script will be on Monday, Oct. 
2, after school until 5 p.m.

‘The Addams 
Family’ cast 
list goes up 
at Quaboag

WARREN – Prepare to explore 
the unexplained with a multi-me-
dia experience presented by Jeff 
Belanger, a noted storyteller and 
researcher of lore and legends, 
at the Warren Senior Center, 
2252 Main St., West Warren on 
Thursday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m.

This event is sponsored by the 
Warren Public Library.

Belanger is the host, writer, and 
producer of the “New England 
Legends” series on PBS and is 
the author of over a dozen books. 
He also hosts the popular “New 
England Legends” weekly podcast.

This event is free. Please call 
the library at 413-436-7690 to 
register or email warrenpublicli-
brary@hotmail.com.

Submitted Photo
Jeff Belanger presents “Ghosts and Legends” at the Warren Senior 
Center on Thursday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

Jeff Belanger talks ‘Ghosts 
and Legends’ Oct. 12

For a donation, participants 
could choose to play over 30 
different board and card games, 
geared toward all ages. Games 
ranged from classics such as 
checkers, Othello and Battleship, 
to new games like What Do You 
Meme? and many more.

A door prize, raffles, refresh-
ments and Quaboag Performing 
Arts merchandise were available. 
Raffle prizes included new board 
games for winners to take home 
and the door prize was a $20 gift 
card to That’s Entertainment in 
Worcester.

Student and adult volunteers 
helped teach the rules of each 
game, and even joined in to form 
teams.

The Quaboag Performing Arts 
Booster Club is a volunteer orga-

nization comprised of parents, 
teachers and community members 
in support of Quaboag’s music 
and theater programs, giving stu-
dents a chance to experience per-
forming in different venues and to 
build a foundation of appreciation 
for the performing arts.

The Quaboag Performing Arts 
Booster Club typically meets the 
second Monday of each month 
(with the exception of October 
and May) at 6 p.m. in the cafete-
ria. Upcoming dates include Oct. 
16, Nov. 13, Dec. 11, Jan. 8, Feb. 
12, March 11, April 8 and May 6.

All are welcome to attend the 
Booster Club’s meeting when they 
can; no commitment is required.

For more information about the 
Quaboag Performing Arts Booster 
Club and upcoming events, find 
them on Facebook or stop by a 
monthly meeting.

GAMES from page 1

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Jackson Tilton gets advice about his hand from Nicole Tilton.

Craft fair is Oct� 7
WARE – The United Church of 

Ware, 49 Church St., is having a fall/
Halloween/Christmas craft fair on 
Saturday, Oct. 7 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Many different items have been 
lovingly made by church members 
and span several seasons of decorat-
ing and gifting. There will be other 
crafters selling their wares as well.
Additional tables are still available 
for rent. Anyone interested can call 
the church office at 413-967-9981 
for more information.

There will also be a cookie sale 
and a light luncheon of homemade 
soup and sandwiches, along with 
dessert and drink.

Please see WARREN, page 7
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Join us
We’ll Match your Savings*

Starts this October.
Improve your 

financial health 
and earn while

your learn. 

Call 
413-497-4407

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation
23 West Main Street, Suite 1, Ware, MA 01082 • qvcdc.org

*Up to a certain amount. You must meet income guidelines.
The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer lender and provider and does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, family/parental status, 
national origin, race, religion, sex, gender identity (including expression), sexual orientation, marital status, income derived from public assistance programs, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation, for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 2, 2023

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 16, 2023.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 
submitted photo, please contact before to October 10th.

ard). Seven trees will need to be 
removed and overgrown hedges 
will need to be addressed.

Slemenda said the landscape 
architect said the site could be 
well-suited for a park or recreation-
al trails. 

Dunlap said there are areas 
of the hospital that were under 
renovation, but not completed. 
Wallpaper is falling down, and 
other parts of the buildings are 
deteriorating due to being vacant 
for so long.

“That’s the status of a lot of the 
spaces,” Dunlap said. 

Dunlap said the hospital doesn’t 
have a lot of windows, so it would 
offer limited views outdoors if it 
was repurposed for office space, 
and it is not energy efficient and 
would need “substantial work” to 
make it so. 

She said the buildings operate 
as a campus, with a shared HVAC 
system, which “wouldn’t make 
sense for any other repurpose.”

Many residents in attendance 
expressed their  anger about 
Baystate Mary Lane Hospital’s clo-
sure, and how it’s loss has impact-
ed the health and wellbeing of peo-
ple across the region. 

Several residents said the only 
thing the site should be repurposed 
to would be another medical facil-
ity. 

Hardwick resident Stephen 
Granlund said there is a “linger-
ing bitterness” toward Baystate, 
as well as distrust around the 
involvement of Westmass Area 
Development Corporation in Mary 
Lane Hospital’s decommission-
ing, which two former Baystate 
employees have ties to.

“The building as it is, could still 
be a medical place,” Granlund said. 

When asked if Baystate had 
placed any stipulations on the 
property preventing other medi-
cal facilities from taking it over, 
Beckley said, “we have not heard 
that yet.”

Granlund said he has spent the 
past 28 months researching the 
hospital’s closure, producing an 
83-page investigative report, which 
is available at both the Library and 
Senior Center.

“I’m not going to talk about the 
past,” he said, but rather the roles 
of former Baystate Eastern Region 
President Michael Moran and 
Baystate Trustee John Maybury on 
Westmass’ board of directors. 

He questioned Westmass CEO 
Jeff Daley, who attended the ses-
sion, about Moran and Maybury’s 
possible involvement with the hos-
pital’s decommissioning.

“We’re all being played here to 
some degree,” Granlund said. He 
said his concerns now aren’t about 
what happened in the past, but 
what could happen in the future. 

“They [Baystate] need to know 
they will not get away without 

being exposed,” Granlund said.
Granlund asked Daley i f 

Westmass was going to be devel-
opers of the site, to which Daley 
replied, “right now, no.”

Dunlap reminded residents that 
the purpose of the visioning ses-
sion was to gather ideas for the 
site, not to make recommendations 
for its repurposing. 

“We don’t have any precon-
ceived ideas,” she said for the prop-
erty.

Hospital Review Committee 
member Terry Smith said the hos-
pital was built in the early 1900s, 
prior to any modern environmental 
standards, and he said his number 
one concern is that the town could 
end up assuming liability for any 
hazards associated with the site.

Smith, an engineer, said medical 
waste was incinerated and buried 
on the grounds as potash. 

He said the property is assessed 
at $11 million, and as a nonprofit, 
Baystate was not required to pay 
taxes on it. Beckley added that 
whoever assumes ownership of the 
site next would be paying taxes 
unless the town takes it over.

“At some point, you have to let 
go of what happened in the past 
and move forward,” Smith said. 
“We should never take title to 
this property…we don’t have the 
resources in the town to put into 
this.”

Smith said HKT Architects Inc. 
was hired based on qualifications, 
and paid through grant funding. 

Residents were asked the fol-
lowing questions about the site:

What do you consider to be the 
most valuable feature or aspect of 
the Mary Lane Hospital site?

If the site were to be developed 
into a single use, what would you 
envision that use being?

If the site were to be developed 
into a mixed use development, 
what would you envision? Do you 
envision any town controlled use of 
the site?

What concerns you the most 
about the future development of 
the site?

What would you like Baystate’s 
legacy to the town to be? 

Jodi Chartier said she would 
like Baystate to honor the legacy 
of the Gilbert family that “has done 
so much for this community.”

Almost all attending the session 
agreed that they would like the site 
to remain a medical facility or hos-
pital. Other suggestions included a 

YMCA or town offices.
Some suggested building an 

urgent care or similar facility at 
another location in town. 

Access to medical care has 
been a top priority of the Hospital 
Review Committee, Smith said, but 
it doesn’t have to be on this site, 
and he asked residents to keep in 
open mind during this process.

MLH from page 1

Janet Slemenda and Amy Dunlap of HKT Architects Inc. described the 
condition of the property and its possible uses.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
About 100 residents joined a visioning session at the Ware Senior Center last week to discuss the Baystate 
Mary Lane Hospital site.

Lapine. The Veterans Agent 
would be shared by three towns.

The Board said they will look 
at this applicant, but would also 
like to explore the possibility of 
having their own Veterans Agent.

Veterans concerns
McKeon asked who the 

Cemetery Commission should 
refer any veterans-related needs 
to in regard to the town’s cem-
eteries, specifically American 
flags or markers. Dufresne said 
people should contact Ferrera or 

Veterans Agent Gary Lapine until 
a Veterans Council is formed.

Grit screw
Ferrera said the grit screw for 

wastewater treatment plant is still 
backordered.

Interviews
Ferrera said there are five or 

six interviews for the position of 
Building and Planning secretary 
coming up. He said the interview 
committee will work to select the 
best qualified candidates for the 
job.

WARREN from page 6

WARE – Ask Me Now will 
perform a free concert at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, located at 
the corner of Park and Pleasant 
streets, on Sunday, Oct. 1 at 4 p.m.

A mission offering will be 
taken for Dismas House and 
Farm, a ministry for those who 
were formerly incarcerated. 

The quartet specializes in 
delivering interesting arrange-
ments and treatments to time-test-
ed favorites and lesser-known 
gems. They play a wide variety 
of jazz standards, blues, swing, 

ballads, Brazilian and something 
they call “sophisti-pop” for your 
listening pleasure. 

 Each individual performer is 
renowned for their unique talents.  

Vocalist Frances Rahaim, orig-
inally from Ware, fronts the quar-
tet.  With her sophisticated, sultry 
voice, engaging smile and unique 
stage presence, Rahaim draws her 
audience in – connecting. 

Each performance is a memo-
rable, intimate experience.

For more information about 
this group go to: askmenow.live.

Trinity Church concert benefits 
Dismas House and Farm

MONSON – An open house at 
the Keep Homestead Museum, 35 
Ely Road, will be held on Sunday, 
Oct. 1, from 1-3:30 p.m.   

There will be a short program 
“Buttons in the Barn” at 1:30 p.m. 
for visitors of all ages to learn 
about the wide variety of mate-
rials, including shell, metal and 
glass, used in the manufacture of 
buttons. 

After the program, visitors are 
invited to explore a large assort-
ment of buttons to create their 
own unique button display. All 
materials will be provided for free.

Admission to the program and 
museum is free, however dona-
tions will be accepted.  For more 
information about the museum 
visit www.keephomesteadmuse-
um.org. 

Keep Homestead Museum 
to hold open house Oct� 1

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK
LOIN END CHOPS .............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/28/23-10/4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
PEPPER JACK CHEESE ......$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROASTER or STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOINS ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 31/40 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS FULLY 
COOKED W/ GRILL MARKS .......

$189
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF ....................

$799
lb

$888

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T’BONE or 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$199

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .. $299
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

$799
lb

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Treasures of Egypt – February 29-March 11, 2024
America’s Music Cities, April 14-21, 2024

Reflections of Italy – May 22-32, 2024
Spotlight on Washington, DC – May 23-28, 2024

Iceland: Land of Fire & Ice - July 21-30, 2024
Montana: Exploring Big Sky Country - July 23-August 2, 2024

Shades of Ireland - September 18-27, 2024
Treasures of Turkey - November 2-17, 2024 Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Shed, Pool & 

Hot Tub Removals
Arthur “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

race help EQLT maintain the trails, 
which includes replacing boards on 
the lattice and pony truss bridges. 

For more information or to regis-
ter for the race, visit eqlt.org.

MassTrails Director Amanda 
Lewis attended the grand opening, 
and Bottomley thanked her for her 
support.

“We are so grateful for all of 
your help,” Bottomley said. “We 
really appreciate this grant money.” 

Without it, the project would not 
have been completed, Bottomley 
said.

Bottomley also thanked Sarah 
and Josh Kemp for granting ease-
ment for the Mass Central Rail 
Trail, in order to make it fully 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
accessible. 

“This was totally a town proj-
ect ,” Bottomley said,  thank-
i n g  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t 
Superintendent Marty Gryszowka 
and his crew for their work to clear 
trees and improve drainage. 

“Marty always helped me out 
every time I asked,” she said, 
despite the Department being short 
staffed. “Marty does a fantastic job 
for the town of Hardwick.”

Bottomley also thanked Town 
Administrator  Nicole Parker 
and Treasurer/Collector Jessica 
Crawford for their help.

Bottomley thanked the 50 volun-
teers who dedicated over 800 hours, 
making Ware River Park a reality. 
Volunteers that went “above and 
beyond” include Merlon Bassett, 
Mark Mattson, Jim Bourcier and 
Cindy Bourcier, Marc Courchesne, 
Robert Bottomley and Zinni.

Zinni thanked Bottomley for tak-
ing the lead on this project, and said 

it was a collaborative effort that 
started with “standing on the shoul-
ders” of others who first started the 
process about 30 years ago.

Bottomley also thanked Jason 
Brown and Weston Cooley of 
Brown’s Trucking & Excavating 
Inc. and R.N. Glidden Landscaping 
Service. She thanked Kim Mulligan 
of KM Graphics for creating the 
Park’s signs. 

Anne Gobi, former state Senator 
and the new director of Rural 
Affairs for the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration, credited Bottomley 
for working so hard to make Ware 
River Park a priority for the town. 

Having outdoor spaces that can 
be enjoyed by all is essential to 
building a sense of community, she 
said.

“It brings people together like 
nothing else can,” Gobi said.

Working together as a commu-
nity and preserving the town’s open 
space is something that the town is 
known for, Bottomley said.

“This is what makes Hardwick a 
special place,” she said.

TRAIL from page 9

About 50 people attended the grand opening of Ware River Park this past Tuesday morning.

The gazebo at Ware River Park overlooks the Ware River at New 
Furnace Landing.

Exercise stations are featured along the new section of Mass 
Central Rail Trail, which was once the Gilbertville Fitness Trail.

WARE – Country  Bank 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  M a r y  C . 
McGovern, executive vice pres-
ident, chief financial and oper-
ating officer, successfully com-
pleted the inaugural American 
Bankers Association Wharton 
Leadership Lab at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

McGovern earned an ABA 
Wharton Executive Leadership 
Certificate, a prestigious creden-
tial that demonstrates her excel-
lence in leadership and strategic 
planning.

The ABA Wharton Leadership 
Lab is a rigorous, immersive pro-
gram that challenges executive 
bankers on the reality of lead-
ership in today’s world at an 
Ivy League level. The program, 
which included 42 students, cov-
ers topics such as creating and 
sharing a vision, goal setting, 
managing talent, driving innova-
tion, and sustaining meaningful 
relationships.

McGovern is an influen-
tial executive leader with more 
than 30 years of experience in 
the financial services industry. 
McGovern’s leadership has con-
tributed to the bank’s continued 
success for the past 12 years. 

McGovern’s participation in 
the ABA Wharton Leadership 
Lab reflects her commitment to 
continuous learning and profes-
sional development at a critical 
time in the industry as regula-

tions, technologies and the work 
force continues to rapidly evolve.

“Mary’s  commitment  to 
Country Bank is admirable, with 
oversight of operations, finance, 
facilities, retail banking deliv-
ery and technology, she has con-
tinued to drive strategic change 
throughout the Bank,” said Paul 
Scully, President and CEO.  “On 
behalf of the entire team and the 
Board of Directors, we would 
like to congratulate Mary for this 
achievement and look forward to 
her continued leadership as we 
navigate the next few years in a 
challenging economy.”

Submitted Photo
Country Bank’s Executive Vice 
President, Mary C. McGovern 
graduates  from American 
Bankers Association Wharton 
Leadership Lab.

McGovern graduates from 
ABA Wharton Leadership Lab

MONSON – Monson Savings 
Bank is ready to celebrate and for 
a great reason. 

The Ware, Hampden, and 
Wilbraham Monson Savings 
Bank branches will be celebrating 
the anniversary of opening their 
branch doors to serve the public.

The Ware Branch, at 136 West 
St., will celebrate 10 years since it 
opened its doors. The Wilbraham 
Branch, located at 100 Post Office 
Park, is celebrating 20 years 
of business. And the Hampden 
Branch, located at 15 Somers 
Road, is celebrating an impressive 
25 years of service.

The public is welcome to join 
the celebration. All three branch-
es will be celebrating their anni-
versary Thursday, Sept.28, during 
their normal business hours, 8:30 
a.m.-6 p.m.

“We are proud to keep com-
munity banking alive and well in 
Hampden, Wilbraham, and Ware. 
Likewise, we are proud to be 
members of these wonderful com-

munities,” said Monson Savings 
Bank President and CEO Dan 
Moriarty in a press release. “We 
enjoy supporting not only the 
area events and projects through-
out years, but also the individ-
ual members of these neighbor-
hoods. Thank you to the towns of 
Hampden, Wilbraham and Ware 
for making Monson Savings Bank 
a part of your communities.”

The branch anniversary cel-
ebrations are free events. Free 
giveaways and refreshments are 
available while supplies last.

Additionally, attendees who 
visit a branch on the day of the 
celebration will have a chance to 
win a gift card from local busi-
nesses from their respective 
branch.

To learn more about the branch 
anniversary celebrations, please 
call Monson Savings Bank at 
413-267-2646. To learn more 
about Monson Savings Bank, 
please visit https://www.monson-
savings.bank/.

Monson Savings Bank branches 
to celebrate anniversaries
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Indians overwhelmed by Easthampton

WARE – Last Thursday 
night, Easthampton’s offense 
was just too much for Ware in 
a 9-2 defeat. Ware would get 
a pair of goals from Madisyn 
Davis while Emily Jones was 
busy in goal, making 20 saves. 
The Indians are now 1-5 this 
season.

Isabella Cotaj maintains control throughout this offensive effort.

Mia DiRienzo brings the ball 
down the side line.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio
 NEAP.smugmug.com

Goalie Emily Jones has her eyes 
focused and hands ready to grab 
this shot on goal.Madisyn Davis splits the defense for this scoring kick. 

Madisyn Slattery 
clears the ball with 
this defensive kick.

Cougars edged 
by South

WARREN – Last Friday 
afternoon, Quaboag boys soccer 
went nose-to-nose with South 
High Community School, and 
South managed a single goal to 
shut out the Cougars. Quaboag 
dropped to 2-3-1. Quaboag 
won their first two games, fol-
lowed by a tie, and now have 
lost three straight. The Cougars 
hope to right the ship on Sept. 
30 against Bay Path Regional.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Hart Waz goes after a loose ball.

Ryan Miner t ires to get 
around a defender as he nears 
the sideline.

Antonio Congelos tries to sep-
arate from a pair of defenders.

Goalie Owen Stevens sends 
the ball away.

Evan Long follows through on a 
kick as he clears the ball away.

Ware falls 3-1 
to Taconic

WARE – Last Thursday evening, 
Ware girls volleyball made it four 
sets, but fell to visiting Taconic 3-1. 
Ware took the first set 26-24 before 
dropping the next three. Ware was 
led by Carly Brown with seven kills 
and seven digs. The Indians are 
now 3-5 on the season. They next 
travel to Athol on Saturday, Sept. 
30 at 12 noon.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Carly Brown gets set up for this shot.

Kaley Campbell has perfect form 
to return this shot

LEFT: 
Andrea 
Albano 
returns this 
shot.

RIGHT: Kira 
Gennett glances 

to see where 
she’s going to 

direct this shot.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER— Pathfinder Tech 
junior forward Evan Costa 
entered last Wednesday’s Tri-
County League match against 
the Pioneer Valley Chinese 
Immersion Char ter  School 
Dragons with a team-high five 
goals.  

Led by Costa, who recorded 
his second hat-trick of the regular 
season, and senior goalie Richie 
Gula, who posted the first shutout 
of his varsity soccer career, the 
Pioneers posted a 5-0 victory on 
a perfect late summer afternoon.

A year ago, Pathfinder Tech 
swept the season series against 
P.V.C.I.C.S., who are a co-ed 
team this season. Only nine play-
ers signed up for the Dragons 
girls’ soccer team and those play-
ers had the opportunity to join the 
boy’s squad.   

Last Wednesday’s victory 
pushed the Pioneers overall and 
league record to 2-1. 

After losing to Athol, 6-3, at 
home in the season opener, the 
Pioneers, who had a couple of 

matches postponed due to the 
weather, got into the win column 
for the first time with a 5-1 win 
over Franklin Tech in another 
home match. Costa recorded his 
first hat-trick of the regular sea-
son in that contest.   

Costa is also one of the 
Pioneers tri-captains, along with 
senior Kenny Brouillette, and 
junior Seth Mitchell. 

The Dragons made the bus trip 
to Palmer from Hadley with a 3-1 
overall and league record. They 
had outscored their first four 
opponents, 14-4. 

In the middle of the opening 
half, Costa, who’s a forward, split 
a pair of defenders before firing a 
low shot into the left corner past 
junior keeper Damian Loinaz, 
who made five saves during the 
first 40 minutes of the match. 
Freshman Owen Pear was credit-
ed with the assist.

Pear, along with sophomore 
Jaieel Nevue-Roman, sophomore 
Adonis Dupre, and junior Eliah 
Jez, attend Palmer High School. 
They’re able to play soccer for 
the Pathfinder Tech boys’ varsity 
team as part of a co-op. 

A couple of minutes later, 
Costa fired a shot from the top of 
the box into the back of the net 
giving his team a 2-0 advantage. 
The Pioneers second goal was 
assisted by Nevue-Roman.   

The best goal of the entire 
match was scored by junior mid-
fielder Justin Davis in the 34th 
minute. He lofted a shot from 
about 25 yards along the right 
sideline. The ball deflected off 
both the crossbar and the left post 
before landing into the left corner 
for an unassisted goal.

Three minutes later, a shot 
attempt by Pear rolled towards 
the goal before it was tapped over 
the line by junior forward Talon 
Clark, who netted his first goal 
of the season. Clark scored five 
goals as a freshman. 

Holding a commanding 4-0 
halftime lead, Costa achieved his 
second straight hat-trick with an 
unassisted goal past five minutes 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—Quaboag’s  John 
O’Neill and Quabbin’s Shelly 
Zalneraitis are the longest tenure 
varsity field hockey coaches in 
Central Massachusetts.

When the longtime friends 
renewed acquaintances last Friday 
afternoon, the Quabbin Lady 
Panthers were able to celebrate a 
3-1 non-league home victory.

“It’s always a lot of fun when-

ever we play John’s team,” said 
Zalneraitis, who has been the var-
sity field hockey coach at Quabbin 
Regional for the past 35 years. 
“We’re very competitive during the 
game, but we’re good friends after 
the game. This is a very big win 
for us.”

“This has always been a big 
rivalry game for us,” said O’Neill, 
who’s in his 41st season as the 
Quaboag varsity coach. “I have a 
tremendous amount of respect for 
Shelly. Her team is always very 

good and they’re a first-class pro-
gram. Playing them always makes 
us a better team.”  

The Lady Panthers had a 4-1-1 
overall record following the home 
win. 

“This victory will give us some 
momentum heading into our next 
game against Sutton,” Zalneraitis 
said. “We always play very well at 
home and I’m very happy with the 
way that we’re playing right now.”

Quabbin field hockey best Quaboag

Pioneers shut out Dragons

Cayden Bousquet charges down 
the field.Please see HOCKEY, page 10 Please see PIONEERS, page 10
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

More companies,
more choices,

BETTER RATES!

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

www.moultoninsurance.com 
413-967-3327

Connor Moody
WARE HIGH SCHOOL

During a mid-September game against 
Putnam, Moody would score three goals 
in a 7-1 win for Ware boys soccer.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.
com.

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Five 
track champions were crowned 
last Saturday – Nate Wenzel and 
Michael Yeaton both first tim-
ers – as Monadnock Speedway 
closed out it 2023 racing season 
on Championship Day at the 
high-banked quarter-mile.

Late Model ace Tim Wenzel 
won his crown for the second 
season in row, Louie Maher is 
now a two-time king of the Mini 
Stocks, and then there’s Chris 
Davis. Davis ran a conservative 
race Saturday to wrap up his 
fourth Pure Stock title, those 
along with a Mini Stock cham-
pionship to boot.

Cole Littlewood and Geoff 
Rollins led the swarming 19-car 
NHSTRA Modified field to 
the green Saturday, with the 
100-lapper not only deciding 
the 2023 track championship, 
but also contested as the third 
of four NHSTRA Quest For The 
Cup races.

Defending track champ Tyler 
Leary entered Saturday two 
points ahead of Nate Wenzel, 
while Wenzel sat atop the Quest 
leaderboard. Others, including 
Rollins, were in the Quest hunt 
too, a battle that will be decided 
at Lee.

Leary took the lead from 
Rollins on lap three but, seven 
circuits later, it was open-
wheel rookie Scott Zilinski at 
the point, his mirror soon filled 
by Trevor Bleau’s ride and, just 
behind that, JT Cloutier’s.

Bleau took charge on lap 19 
but his stay up front was brief, 
as Cloutier had the lead three 
laps later. In front, he’d open a 
huge lead until a lap 43 caution 
– one of a dozen on the after-
noon – brought the pack back 
to his bumper, and Zilinski to 
his side.

Getting the jump, Zilinski 
began his second run at the head 
of the class on lap 44, again 
with some major thunder at 
his back bumper. Wenzel, his 
nostrils filled with the warm 

aroma of a pending champion-
ship, took over on lap 74, and 
he never looked back.

When Leary and Zilinski 
made contact in turn three five 
laps later, the title chase was 
over. Cloutier, who’d survived 
an unnecessary bouncing off the 
frontchute wall back on lap 59, 
got back up for second on the 
80th go-round, then following 
Wenzel under the checkers to 
conclude his own successful 
season.

With Wenzel earning his 
first NHSTRA track Modified 
crown, and solidifying his point 
lead in the Quest chase, he 
joined his younger brother, Tim, 
in celebrating their 2023 sib-
ling Monadnock championships 
With Cloutier strong in second, 
Kimmy Rivet, who earlier this 
summer survived a horrific 
crash, ended her summer on the 
podium with a third-place fin-
ish.

Roll ins ,  who struggled 
through a largely forgettable 
Saturday afternoon, made mas-
terful use of ne fewer than four 
trips to the pits to stay on the 
lead lap and finish fourth, keep-
ing his Quest hopes alive for the 
series’ finale next month.

Tim Wenzel, as his brother 
Modified hot shoe Nate would 
do later in Saturday’s event, 
closed out his championship 
summer with an exclamation 
point, romping to his track-high 
sixth victory of the summer in 
the Late Model main.

Taking the lead from Andrew 
Brousseau on lap 19, Wenzel 
never looked back. Brousseau, 
though, didn’t fare as well. 
Picked off by a lapper with 
three to go, he finished fifth on 
the day. Hillary Renaud con-
cluded her successful summer 
in second, and Claremont’s 
Dylan Zullo used a last-lap pass 
to earn the third-place hardware.

Cameron Sontag rocketed 
to his third win in a row in the 
Mini Stock feature, taking the 

lead from Louie Maher with 
two laps to go. Maher, though, 
offered little resistance, riding 
his runner-up finish to the 2023 
championship. Pat Houle, in his 
strongest run of the summer, 
came home third.

Colton Martin, trading rides 
for the day with Andrea St. 
Amour, blew the field away 
to win Saturday’s Pure Stock 
feature. Chris Chambers, in St. 
Amour’s team car, was second, 
and Zach Zilinski earned the 
first of his two Championship 
Day trophies in third.

Chris Davis, who’d seen 
a title slip away from him in 
last year’s season finale, stayed 
clear of trouble Saturday, cruis-
ing home in fifth to add anoth-
er championship trophy to his 
large collection.

Zach Zilinski wired the Six 
Shooter feature to win his sec-
ond in a row. Steve Miller Jr. 
stayed glued to the 16-year-old 
pilot’s bumper to finish second, 
while Michael Yeaton’s third-
place run netted him the 2023 
championship.

Markus O’Nei l  led a l l 
the way to score his second 
Young Gun victory of the year 
Saturday. He had four-time win-
ner Owen Zilinski draped all 
over him for most of the way 
but never faltered en route to 
victory. Addison Brooks came 
home third.

O v a l - t r a c k e r  C o l e 
Littlewood, aboard the fam-
ily Honda, won Saturday’s 
Spectator Race finale, stealing 
the win out of the last turn from 
Xander Stillwell.

L a s t  S a t u r d a y ’s  2 0 2 3 
Championship Day event con-
cluded Monadnock Speedway’s 
2023 racing season. The high-
banked speedplant will take on 
a new and improved look in the 
coming weeks, as it receives an 
entirely new racing surface, its 
first since the initial paving was 
completed a half-century ago.

Monadnock season concludes
with championship races

W O R C E S T E R  –  T h e 
Worcester Railers Hockey Club 
(@RailersHC), proud  ECHL  (@
ECHL) affiliate of the  New 
York Islanders  (@NYIslanders), 
and General  Manager  and 
Head Coach Jordan Lavallee-
Smotherman announced today 
that the club has signed defen-
seman Jake Schultz to an ECHL 
contract for the 2023-24 season.

Schultz, 27, signs in Worcester 
af ter  winning the  Federal 
Prospec t s  Hockey  League 
Defenseman of the Year award 
with the Binghamton Black Bears 
during the 2022-23 season. As 
captain in Binghamton, Schultz 
recorded 33 points (12G, 21A) 
in 41 games played to go with 
136 penalty minutes. He notched 
career highs in goals, assists, and 
points last season. The 6’3”, 209lb 
defenseman suited up in five road 
game for the Worcester Railers 
in 2022-23, recording two goals 
in a weekend series against the 
Newfoundland Growlers.

“Jake brings a toughness and 
size to our back end that we were 
missing last season,” Lavallee-
Smotherman said. “We noticed 
quickly in his brief time with us 
the positive impact he had on our 
locker room, and can’t wait to 
have him embrace a leadership 
role for us this season.”

The Rochester, NY native has 
made previous stops in the ECHL 
with the Indy Fuel, Wheeling 
Nailers, and Greenville Swamp 
Rabbits. In 48 career ECHL 
games, Schultz has recorded 
seven points (5G, 2A) and 127 
penalty minutes. This will be the 
seventh season of his professional 
career.

“I’ll do whatever it takes 
to earn the trust and respect of 
my teammates.” Schultz said. 
“After last season, I’m hoping to 
put up some good numbers, too. 
I’m looking to bring that con-
fidence that I had with me in 
Binghamton.”

The Railers have announced 
twenty-three players officially 
signed for the 2023-24 season 
as Schultz joins Jack Quinlivan, 
Chr i s  Ordoobad i ,  Connor 
Welsh, Myles Abbate, Todd 
Goehring, Ryan Verrier, Andrei 
Bakanov, John Copeland, Zach 
White, Quinn Ryan, Christian 
Evers, Brendan Robbins, Mike 
Higgins, Blake Christensen, Blade 
Jenkins, Max Johnson, Nick Fea, 
Artyom Kulakov, Anthony Callin, 
Keeghan Howdeshell, Adam 
Goodsir, and Anthony Repaci as 
the twenty-three signees. This 
concludes the Worcester Railers 
signings ahead of the 2023-24 
season. The team’s professional 
tryouts & full training camp roster 
are expected to be announced next 
week.

The  Worcester Railers HC 
2023-24 Opening Weekend  at 
the DCU Center is Saturday, Oct. 
21 and Sunday, Oct. 22 vs. the 
Adirondack Thunder and Trois-
Rivieres Lions. Season member-
ships, mini-plans, and group pack-
ages  for the 2023-24 season are 
on sale now by calling the Railers 
front office at 508-365-1750 or by 
visiting RailersHC.com.

Railers 
signings 
round out 
roster

The Lady Cougars, who won their 
first three games of the season, are now 
3-2. 

“This is one of the youngest teams 
that I’ve ever coached,” O’Neill. “We 
lost a few players to graduation. We 
also had a couple of other players 
decide not to return this year. I think 
it’s something that’s happening in a lot 
of other varsity sports.”  

While it was the only meeting of the 
regular season between the two squads, 
they could possibly meet again in the 
Division 4 state tournament. 

“We moved down to Division 
4 before the start of the season,” 
Zalneraitis said. “We could potentially 
play them again in the state tourna-
ment.”

Quabbin, whose total enrollment 
is 568, is the second largest school in 
Division 4 behind East Bridgewater 
High School. Quaboag has a total of 
321 students. 

Quabbin has now won the last three 
meetings with Quaboag. The final 
score of last year’s match was 3-0. 

The start of last Friday’s contest 
was delayed about twenty minutes 
because the Quabboag bus took the 
long route to Barre. 

The Lady Panthers took a 1-0 lead 
with 5:51 left in the first quarter fol-
lowing a penalty corner goal by soph-
omore forward Farrah Wojcik, who 
fired a shot into the cage past freshman 
goalie Riley Gray (8 saves), who’s a 
first-year varsity player. Junior mid-
fielder Haley Ayer was credited with 
the assist.  

“We scored two penalty corner 
goals in today’s game, which was 
very important,” Zalneraitis said. “It’s 
always important to take an early lead.”     

With 1:20 left in the opening quar-
ter, a shot attempt by Quaboag junior 
tri-captain Katelynn Swistak rolled 
into the cage. The goal wasn’t allowed 
because the shot was taken from out-
side the circle. 

The Lady Cougars’ other tri-cap-
tains are senior’s Isabelle Burgess, and 
Ayla Iwaniec, who didn’t play against 
Quabbin.

The Lady Panthers had another pen-
alty corner at the end of the opening 
quarter. This time, Ayer’s shot was 

deflected over the end line by Gray.
The home team took a 2-0 advan-

tage with 6:10 remaining in the second 
quarter following another penalty cor-
ner goal by senior forward Madylin 
Breault, which was assisted by fresh-
man midfielder Makenzie Casey.

The Lady Panthers held a 2-0 half-
time lead. 

Quaboag sliced the deficit in half 
when freshman forward Josie Hescock 
converted a penalty corner goal with 
seven minutes left in the third quarter.

“I was a little bit nervous when they 
made the score 2-1,” Zalneraitis said. 
“Quaboag is a very good team, and 
they could’ve easily tied the score.”   

Quabbin senior goalie Julianna 
Stanger didn’t see very much action, as 
she only had to make two saves.

The Lady Panthers retook a two 
goal lead on a corner goal by Makenzie 
with 2:51 showing on the scoreboard 
clock.

Nine minutes into the final quarter, 
Swistak fired a wicked shot on a penal-
ty corner, but the ball hit off a Quaboag 
player resulting in a turnover. 

“Had that shot gone an inch to the 
right, it probably would’ve been a 
goal,” O’Neill said. “Had the ball hit 
a Quabbin player, it would have been a 
penalty stroke.” 

Neither team scored a goal during 
the final quarter of the match.  

HOCKEY from page 9

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Farrah Wijick puts Quabbin’s first goal in the net during action last week.

Makenzie Casey shoots for Quab-
bin’s second goal.

WESTFIELD – Framingham 
State’s Jared Martino blocked 
a game-winning field goal 
attempt in the closing seconds 
as the Rams held on for a 9-8 
win over Westfield State in a 
Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference football 
game at Bowditch Field in 
Framingham on Saturday after-
noon.

Both teams had to grind it 
out in rainy and windy con-
ditions all day long, with the 
Rams taking a 3-0 lead late 
into the third quarter before 
Westfield seized the lead on a 
22-yard Gabriel Fernandez 
touchdown pass to Michael 
Foley. On the ensuing point 
after try, the Owls came up with 
a two-point conversion when 
the kick attempt resulted in a 
broken play, and holder Owen 
Thompson was able to pitch the 
ball ahead to Blake Simpson in 
the endzone for the two point 
conversion.  Thompson released 
the ball just as he was being 
brought down by the rush to 
give Westfield an 8-3 lead with 

less than a minute left in the 
third quarter.

Westfield had a chance to 
extend the lead in the fourth 
quarter, but a fumble gave 
Framingham possession at 
their own 5-yard line midway 
through the fourth quarter. The 
Rams mounted a seven-play, 
95-yard scoring drive that was 
fueled by a bold 54-yard half-
back option pass to Manny Lara 
out of the Framingham endzone, 
and capped by a 3-yard TD run 
from Devaun Ford to bring the 
score to give Framingham a 9-8 
lead.   The two-point conversion 
failed when Westfield State’s 
Cam Danahy dropped Kevin 
Leal in the backfield on the try.

The Owls got the ball back 
for a final scoring try with 3:57 
left to play after a short punt 
gave Westfield 1st and 10 at 
their own 42.  Westfield worked 
the ball into scoring possession 
with a methodical drive, getting 
a key fourth down conversion 
on a pass to Will Brewster and 
a pair of third down conversions 
to keep the drive alive.

Westfield set  up for  a 
32-yard field goal try with seven 
seconds left, that could have 
won the game, but Martino flew 
in from the right side of the for-
mation to block the attempt.

On a day where offense was 
hard to come by, Fernandez 
finished 12-29 passing for 162 
yards, a touchdown and an 
interception.   Brewster caught 
three balls for 62 yards, and 
Foley added five catches for 54 
yards.

Ford led Framingham with 
158 rushing yards on 27 carries, 
and the 54-yard pass that keyed 
the winning drive.

Tyler Cooley led Westfield 
with six tackles and a fumble 
recovery.   Danahy picked off a 
pass for the Owls.

Westfield is now 0-4 over-
all and 0-2 in the MASCAC.   
Framingham is 1-2 overall and 
1-1 in the conference.

The Owls will be home next 
Saturday, Sept. 30 to host Mass 
Maritime as part of Family and 
Champions weekend, with a 
noon kickoff at Alumni Field.

Framingham edges WSU football

into the second half.
At that point,  the only 

remaining question was if Gula 
would be able to celebrate his 
first career shutout in a varsity 
match. He only had to make one 

save in accomplishing that feat.
Gula took over the start-

ing duties from Colin Holt, 
who transferred to Hampshire 
Regional. 

Gula received plenty of sup-
port from his defense led by 
junior Ethan DeBettencourt, 
junior Zander Auffrey, Mitchell, 

and Brouillette. 
Two days later, Gula record-

ed another shutout in a 6-0 road 
victory against St. Mary’s of 
Westfield.

Five different Pathfinder 
players scored in that contest 
led by senior Riley Sanderson 
with two goals.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Justin Davis looks to clear the 
ball.

Brody Wetnicka fights for possession of the ball. Talon Clark chases down the loose ball.

PIONEERS from page 9
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Editor
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WARREN – Members of the Warren and West Brookfield boards of selectmen withdrew their request for a forensic audit of the school district at Monday night’s Quaboag Regional School Committee meeting.
Warren Board of Selectmen Chair David Dufresne spoke on behalf of the two boards when he addressed the Committee, saying they had some concerns about the school’s budget. He said meet-ing with former Superintendent Brett Kustigian earlier this year, brought up more concerns. 

School Committee Chair Andrew Schwenker said the Kustigian is no longer there, and that it is the Committee’s respon-sibility to oversee the school bud-get and policy. 
Both Schwenker and Budget Subcommit tee  Chair  Jason Morgan said they have not been contacted by either of the town’s boards, requesting to attend a meeting, or to discuss budget con-cerns. 

Dufresne said they want to work with the School Committee and see “where the money is going.”
“A forensic audit would give us much more detail. We all want to do the right thing here,” Dufresne said. 
By seeking a forensic audit, Schwenker said, the boards are implying the School Committee was involved in waste, fraud, and/or abuse, some of the common reasons for conducting such an audit. 

The school district’s legal counsel, Attorney Russell Dupere, said in his experience forensic audits were usually only conduct-ed when theft was detected. He said the audit would cost tens of thousands of dollars.
The cost of the forensic audit, if approved by the School Committee, would have to be encumbered in the school dis-trict’s budget. 
Dupere, who said he previous-ly served on his town’s school committee, suggested the select-men, Budget Subcommittee 

Request for forensic 
audit withdrawn

Ware 
Fair & Flea

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)

Vendors set up on the lawn of the Ware Center Meeting House this past Saturday for the annual Ware Fair & Flea. This event is the primary 

fundraiser for the Meeting House and ongoing restoration efforts. See more photos on Page 6.

Celebration tea party, 
show and annual 
meeting Oct. 15

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

How we fasten our clothing has certainly changed over the years, from intricate lacing to buttons, to hook and loop, to zippers and snaps. 
But buttons continue to be both useful in fashion, as well as a fun and interesting collectible. 
“Buttons were one of the first recycled items,” button expert and dealer Betty Korostynski of West Springfield said. She has been col-lecting buttons since the 1980s and is a 35-year member of the Massachusetts State Button Society and a member of the Crescent Button Club in Holyoke.

Her interest in buttons was piqued as a child exploring the con-tents of her late grandmother’s but-ton box. Even though Korostynski was only 2 years old when her 

grandmother passed, she heard the stories of how her grandfather would bring home buttons to her from his job at the Strathmore paper compa-ny.

Before old shirts could be used in the process of making paper, the buttons would be removed and sent home with the workers. Korostynski’s grandfather would do just that, and her grandmother would sew them onto pieces of cloth.
Korostynski explained that women in the 1940s did this to store and catalog their buttons for future uses. She still has pieces of fabric adorned with buttons that her grandmother sewed. 
Monson Button Club member Carol Strum, a retired school teach-er, began collecting buttons after a fellow teacher suggested it as an “inexpensive collectible.” 
While this is mostly true of but-ton collecting, avid collectors will tell you there is plenty of money to be spent, especially when seeking rare and hard-to-find pieces.
Buttons can be made from all types of natural materials, including metal, bone, horn, coconuts, sea-shells and wood, as well as man-ufactured materials like celluloid, Lucite – even urea formaldehyde. 

Mass� State Button Society marks 80 years

(Turley Publications Photo 
by Paula Ouimette)Elsie the Borden Cow buttons, made in Leominster, were a favorite for children’s clothing. Elsie hailed from the historic Elm Hill Farm in Brookfield.

By Dallas Gagnon
Correspondent

WARE – Following the trag-ic loss of Robert “Bobby” Hoisington earlier this year, a memorial fund was established in his honor, after 15 years of coaching youth-recreational bas-ketball. 
According to Jeff Kularski, long-term family friend and founder of the Bobby Hoisington Memorial Fund, establishing the foundation in January started with a desire to “honor this guy for all the time he put in.”

Kathy Hoisington, Bobby’s wife, said Kathleen Soltys, who helped run Ware youth basketball for 13 years, and Kularski called Hoisington a few days after Bob’s passing. 
Kathy said they [Soltys and Kularski] told her they “‘came up with this great idea- doing a scholarship fund in Bob’s name.’” 
Though Hoisington explained, 

at the time, her heart was “too broken” she told Soltys and Kularski she would be “honored.”
Hoisington added “after this year Jeff is going to be turning over the whole process to us 

Basketball brings us 
together: honoring ‘Hois’

Main Street 
banners honor 
‘Hometown 
Heroes’ for 
Veterans Day

Staff Report

WARE – With Veterans Days approaching the Downtown Improvement Committee is offering a new way to honor those who have served in the military, by having veter-
ans photos and names on a Hometown Heroes banner.

These  banners  wi l l  be hung from the lampposts that line Main Street, which were installed near the completion of the Downtown Improvement project earlier this year. The lampposts have arms included on their frames, which can be utilized for promotional banners.  
The Downtown Improvement Committee is setting up an annual plan for seasonally themed banners. 
“The banner program was originally funded through a Massachusetts Office of Tour ism procured by the Planning Department to high-

light Ware businesses and com-
pliment the improved downtown infrastructure, particularly the sidewalks and decorative street-
lights,” Town Manager Stuart Beckley said. 

“The overall purpose is to attract visitors and residents. The banners add color, attention and important messages to the downtown in support of busi-
nesses and history,” he said.

The Town of Ware has always recognized the sacri-
fice veterans make, Committee 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

September is national Recovery Month, and members of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance met this past Monday to discuss ways to help individuals in recovery, as well as the benefits of a Community Health Improvement Plan.
The CHIP is being managed through the Town of Ware under Emily Coderre, along with Pioneer 

Valley Planning Commission’s Becky Basch and QHSUA’s Gail Gramarossa. 
Using information gathered from Community Health Needs Assessments, which are conducted by hospitals every three years, an advisory committee will look at the priority issues facing the public health of the community. 

Once these priority issues are identified, the CHIP will also develop and implement strategies for action, and establish account-ability to ensure measurable health 

improvement. 
Gramarossa said she expects both substance use and mental health to be priority issues identi-fied in the CHIP.
Baystate Wing Hospital is releasing their CHNA this fall, and data will also be collected from Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Northampton, Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, and Worcester hos-pitals. 

Basch said the CHIP is commu-nity driven and involves multiple sectors and agencies. “Community 

engagement is part of the CHIP process,” she said. 
A kickoff meeting for the CHIP will be held at E2E, 79 Main St., Ware from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 4. Lunch will be pro-vided.
Basch said all are welcome to attend the meeting and talk about health issues communities are fac-ing. She said they will also use this kickoff to recruit members for the CHIP advisory committee.
For more information about the CHIP or the kickoff meeting, peo-

ple may email ecoderre@townof-ware.com or bbasch@pvpc.org. 

National Night Out
Gramarossa said members of QHSUA attended numerous National Night Out events across their region, including North Brookfield, Monson, Palmer and Ware.
This was North Brookfield’s first year hosting this national event. The Coalition for a Healthy 

CHIP will identify priority health issues; set plan for action

Please see VETERANS, page 2

Please see REQUEST, page 3

Please see HONORING, page 5

Please see BUTTONS, page 11

Please see CHIP, page 9
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Staff Writer
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WEST SPRINGFIELD – When 
the Big E comes to town, it high-
lights the opportunity of getting to 
know the businesses in your com-
munities. 

Food and beverages are by far 
the most consumed products at the 
Eastern States Exposition (known 
as the Big E) as many local restau-
rants, breweries, farms and culi-
nary artists offered up their work 
to thousands of people.

Inside the Massachusetts State 
Building on the Big E grounds was 
Common Ground Ciderworks of 
North Brookfield. The brewery 
set the stage providing delicious 
refreshments including cider and 
wine along with branded apparel 
showcasing the uniqueness of their 
brand. 

Not only does Common Ground 
brew multiple flavors of cider, 
but it also brews seltzer, wine and 
beer. In addition, the Common 
Ground Brewery located at 31 East 
Brookfield Road also offers coffee. 

Throughout their time at the 
Big E, Common Ground has got-
ten a lot of positive reception 
as Cindy Larson, owner of both 
Common Ground and Hitchcock 
Tavern  in  West  Brookfie ld 
expressed the uniqueness of their 
local flair.

“It’s a neighborhood thing,” 
said Larson referring to the com-
munity based brewery that appre-
ciates and supports everything 
local.

Having a popular selection of 
handcrafted hard cider, the one 
that stands out the most to the cus-
tomers is the Apple Danish Hard 
Cider. 

Enjoying their second year 
at the Big E, Common Ground 
Ciderworks has a lot lined up in 
the fall. On Saturday, Sept. 30, 
Common Ground will be host-
ing the Friends of the North 
B r o o k f i e l d  Tow n  H o u s e ’s 
Octoberfest fundraiser. 

For Halloween themed fun, the 
brewery will be having a Spook 
Walk at the end of October. 

Common Ground Ciderworks 
also supports local organizations 

including the Michael Pecha 
Cancer Fund. 

Common Ground Ciderworks 
can be followed on Facebook and 
on Instagram or by calling 508-
637-1059. A new website is in the 
making for the local brewery. 

For a good meal while wan-
dering the grounds of the Big 
E, a family-owned food truck, 
Macken’s  Special ty  Sl iders 
was the place to go. Based in 
Southwick, Macken’s Sliders offer 
specialty sliders from beef, pork, 
chicken and vegetarian options. 

Their food truck travels to 
various locations, including cit-
ies such as Springfield, Hartford, 
Connecticut and other locations 
in western Massachusetts. James 
Macken was running the food 
truck as they appeared at the Big E 
for their third year. 

Macken and his family estab-
lished the food truck business 
in 2016 and was motivated by a 
family celebration. The view of 
everyone’s enjoyment while cook-
ing on the grill sparked an idea in 
Macken’s mind.

“I thought, how amazing would 
it be if I could make this into my 
career,” said Macken.

Keeping it local, Macken’s 
Sliders work with local suppli-
ers to get their delicious burgers 
and their meats are 100% natural. 
The most common sites to spot 
Macken’s Sliders are local brewer-
ies, festivals, parties, and corporate 
and private catering events. 

The headliner of their menu 
was the legendary Bacon Waffle 
Cheeseburger. Ingredients include 
100% all beef, applewood smoked 
bacon, topped with cheddar cheese 
between two Belgian waffles with 
sugar baked into the waffles. The 
burger was so popular it received 
an award for the number one new 
food to try at the Big E in 2021. 

A portion of the proceeds from 
sales of Macken’s Sliders mer-
chandise is donated to Cystinosis 
Research. Macken’s Sliders also 
offer discounts to active members 
of the military, police and fire 
departments. 

To learn more about Macken’s 
Sliders, visit them at www.mack-
enssliders.com or call 413-273-
7271.   

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Customers lined up to try Macken’s Specialty Sliders out of 
Southwick. 

Local businesses add flavor to the Big E 

Common Ground Ciderworks of North Brookfield is featured in the 
Massachusetts State Building at the Big E, offering craft cider and 
more. 

LONGMEADOW – Tickets 
are on sale for Second Chance 
Animal Services’ Second Annual 
Cocktails for Tails, a very spe-
cial fundraiser to help pets in the 
Springfield area to live better 
lives. 

The event will take place on 
Thursday, Oct. 5, from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. at the Twin Hills Country 
Club in Longmeadow. The inti-
mate gathering of animal lovers 
will include live music, a silent 
auction and raffle and there will 
be hors d’oeuvres and a variety of 
food stations for all to enjoy. 

Funds raised will directly ben-
efit programs that provide access 
to care at the nonprofit’s Mulberry 
Street Community Veterinary 
Hospital.

L indsay  Doray,  Second 
Chance’s Chief Development 
Officer, is extending an invitation 
to area animal lovers to come cel-
ebrate Second Chance’s commit-
ment to Springfield area pets and 
their families. 

“Since 2015,  Springfield 
area pet owners have turned to 
Second Chance for help caring 
for their pets,” said Doray in a 
press release. “This is a critical 
time for pets in the Springfield 
community. Our services are in 
great demand as inflation and ris-
ing interest rates increase the pres-

sure on the budgets of those on 
a fixed income. Our Community 
Veterinary Hospital on Mulberry 
Street is helping to keep pets with 
the people they love.”

The Mulberry Street location 
provides access to full-service 
veterinary care through reduced 
rates for those that qualify, help-
ing to keep area pets and their 
families together. Second Chance 
has three other hospitals in North 
Brookfield, Southbridge, and 
Worcester.

Doray encourages area busi-
nesses to join in the evening’s 
festivities. “Consider donating an 
item, becoming a sponsor, or pur-
chasing a block of tickets - perfect 
for thanking your team or enjoy-
ing a company night out while 
supporting a local charity. Your 
support will directly improve the 
lives of pets in our community.”

Live music for the event 
will be performed by John and 
Christina Cantalini and attend-
ees will be taking home a swag 
bag sponsored in part by Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka. Tickets are $65 
per person and include passed 
hors d’oeuvres, a cheeseboard, 
and food stations. 

To purchase tickets or for 
more information on sponsorship 
opportunities, visit www.second-
chanceanimals.org/cocktails. 

Cocktails for Tails to raise 
funds for vet hospital

WARE – Country Bank is 
pleased to announce that Brunilda 
Demiri of Natick has joined its 
Auditing Division. 

Before joining Country Bank, 
Demiri worked as a Lead Auditor 
for the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston. Demiri has over 14 
years of experience in the indus-
try and is currently a member of 
the Institute of Internal Auditors 
and the Certified Fraud Examiners 
Community.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Brunilda to the Audit team; 
it was not only her background 
and experience with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston, but her 
specific interest in community 
banking and her personal com-
mitment to community service 
make her a perfect fit for Country 
Bank. Her approach towards her 
role and building relationships 
internally has proven to be a 
winning strategy and aligns with 
our iSTEP Corporate Values of 
Integrity, Service, Teamwork, 
Excellence, and Prosperity. We 
are excited she’s on our team, and 

we’re pleased that she has chosen 
Country Bank as her Employer 
of Choice,” said Miriam Siegel, 
first senior vice president and 
chief Culture & Development offi-
cer, Human Resources, in a press 
release. 

“At the Federal Reserve Bank, 
I managed multiple audit teams 
responsible for some of the Fed’s 
most complex and high-risk 
audit engagements,” said Demiri. 
“Throughout my career, I have 
learned how impactful audit can 
be and look forward to providing 
valuable audit services and help-
ing Country Bank stay ahead of 
risks that could impact the suc-
cess of objectives and strategic 
initiatives. I have enjoyed getting 
to know the people here and look 
forward to continued partnerships 
and working together.”

Demiri holds a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from Bentley 
University and is currently 
enrolled in Babson’s MBA pro-
gram. Brunilda is also a certified 
fraud examiner.  

Country Bank welcomes 
Brunilda Demiri to team

MONSON – Monson Savings 
Bank recently made a $10,000 
donation to Revitalize Community 
Development Corporation in 
support of their 2023 Capital 
Campaign.

R e v i t a l i z e  C D C  i s  a 
Springfield based organization 
that was founded in 1992. The 
Springfield organization works to 
improve the wellbeing of commu-
nity members by addressing poor 
housing conditions. 

For more than 30 years, 
Revitalize CDC has been com-
mitted to performing critical home 
repairs for local low-income fami-
lies with children, the elderly, mil-
itary veterans, and people with 
special needs, at no cost.

In addition to improving the 
living conditions of our neigh-
bors, Revitalize CDC also strives 
to help improve their physical 

health. The organization performs 
free assessments and interventions 
for adults and children with asth-
ma. 

They also offer a Nutrition Rx 
program in conjunction with local 
health care partners to address 
food insecurity and chronic health 
conditions.

Revitalize CDC has grown and 
expanded over the years to bet-
ter serve the community’s needs. 
They outgrew their current work-
space and launched a capital cam-
paign to help raise funds to move 
into a larger facility to help more 
people in need.

“The new office space is per-
fect; the size of the building is 
exactly what we needed to house 
our growing administrative and 
program staff,” said Revitalize 
CDC President and CEO Colleen 
Loveless. “We will work with 

Eversource to add solar and other 
equipment to maximize energy 
efficiency. We will also construct 
a two-bay distribution center to 
house critical healthy home and 
nutrition supplies, volunteer 
equipment, and a fleet of vehicles. 
None of this would be possible 
without the generous support of 
our Capital Campaign donors, like 
Monson Savings Bank.”

M o n s o n  S a v i n g s  B a n k 
President and CEO Dan Moriarty 
praised the local organization for 
the work that they do.

“Monson Savings Bank is hon-
ored to support Revitalize CDC 
and the important work that they 
are doing for our communities,” 
said Moriarty. “It is organizations 
like this that help make the world 
a better place. We applaud them 
for all their efforts and look for-
ward to seeing them blossom in 

their new space.”
To learn more about Revitalize 

CDC, please visit https://www.
revitalizecdc.com/.

To learn more about how 
Monson Savings Bank supports 
our communities, please visit 
https://www.monsonsavings.bank/
connect/our-community/our-com-
munity-commitment.html.

Submitted Photo
Left to Right: Dodie Carpentier, Monson Savings VP HR Officer; Michael Rouette, Monson Savings EVP 
& COO; Ethel Griffin, Revitalize Community Development Corporation  VP of Community Engagement; 
Colleen Loveless, Revitalize CDC President & CEO; Chelsea McGrath, Revitalize CDC Director of 
Operations & Finance; Kylie LaPlante, Monson Savings AVP Business Development Officer; Dina 
Merwin, Monson Savings SVP Chief Risk & Sr. Compliance Office; and Dan Moriarty, Monson Savings 
President & CEO. 

Monson Savings Bank donates $10,000 to Revitalize CDC

MONSON – Fall fundraiser 
featuring a car show, Halloween 
Barktacular kid’s games, vendor 
fair, raffles to benefit animals in 
need at Second Chance Animal 
Services has been rescheduled 
to Saturday, Sept. 30 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. at Westview Farms 

Creamery, 109 East Hill Road.
Westview Farms Creamery 

also offers fall festivities includ-
ing a corn maze and pumpkin 
picking. Food and beverages 
including handmade ice cream are 
available at the creamery’s restau-
rant. 

Admission is free for specta-
tors; dogs are welcome on leash, 
please no retractable leads. The 
car show is $20 per entry. 

This annnual fundraiser is pre-
sented by Al Widlan’s Service 
Connection of Monson.

Cruise for Critters rescheduled to Sept� 30
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public safety

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of Sept. 

18 -25 ,  t he  Hardwick /New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 61 building/property 
checks, 43 directed/area patrols, 
10 traffic controls, six emergen-
cy 911 calls, seven radar assign-
ments, three complaints, one 
investigation, one motor vehicle 
investigation, three assist other 
agencies, one citizen assist, one 
larceny/theft/shoplifting, one 
motor vehicle accident, three ani-
mal calls and 15 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Sept. 18
5:33 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Church Street, Officer Handled
6:41 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

Church Street, Officer Handled
8:18 p.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle  Operat ions ,  Upper 
Church Street, Negative Contact

Tuesday, Sept. 19
6:34  p .m.  911  Medica l 

Emergency,  Church Street , 
Services Rendered

6 :57  p .m.  911  Medica l 
Emergency,  Broad  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Sept. 20
7:35 a.m. 911 Lockout, Ridge 

Road, Services Rendered
3:34 p.m. Investigation, Old 

Petersham Road, Officer Handled
6:25 p.m. 911 Complaint/

Motor Vehicle Operations, Main 
Street, Negative Contact

9:51 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Out of Town, Negative Contact

Thursday, Sept. 21
6:11 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Lower Road, Citation Issued
7:17 a.m. Complaint/Motor 

Vehicle Operations, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

Friday, Sept. 22
9:40 a.m. Welfare Check, Pine 

Street, Report Taken

10:43 a.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, North Street, Spoken 
To

7:29  p .m.  911  Misd ia l , 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

8:21 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Accident, Main Street, Services 
Rendered

Saturday, Sept. 23
9:38 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning 
6 :22  p .m.  911  Medica l 

Emergency, Mechanic Street, 
Transported to Hospital

9:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

10:40 p.m. Welfare Check, 
Upper Church Street, Transported 
to Hospital

Sunday, Sept. 24
5:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, Out 

of Town, Spoken To

Ware Police Log
During the week of Sept. 

1 9 - 2 6 ,  t h e  Wa re  Po l i c e 
Department responded to 21 mis-
cellaneous calls, 48 administra-
tive calls, 13 traffic violations, 12 
emergency 911 calls, seven ani-
mal calls, 10 harassments, three 
thefts/larcenies, five assist other 
agencies, five motor vehicle acci-
dents, one fraud, three trespasses, 
one damage/vandalism/mischief 
and 31 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Tuesday, Sept. 19
2:31 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Street, Vehicle Towed
2:42 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Dispatch Handled
2:56 a.m. Assist Other Agency, 

North Street, Services Rendered
3:18 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Dispatch Handled
1 2 : 4 4  p . m .  D a m a g e /

Vandalism/Mischief, Main Street, 
Assist Given

3:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Walnut Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Antoine L. Eberhart, 
34, Springfield

License Suspended, Operate 
Motor Vehicle With; Registration 
Suspended,  Operate  Motor 
Vehicle With

4:20 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Cherry Street, Dispatch Handled

5:08 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Highland Vil lage,  Services 
Rendered

6:32 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Highland Vi l lage  Serv ices 
Rendered

6:41 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Parker Street, Assist Given

7:31 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Parker Street, Assist Given

7:36 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, No Action 
Required

8 :24  p .m .  D i s tu rbance /
Nuisance, South Street, Arrest 
Made

Arrest: Jeremy A. Spaulding, 
35, Ware

D i s t u r b i n g  t h e  P e a c e ; 
Disorderly Conduct, Subsequent 
Offense c272 §53; Vandalize 
Property c266 §126A

Wednesday, Sept. 20
12:58 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Anderson Road, Services 
Rendered

4:01 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 

Belchertown Road, Advised
4:01 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Hillside Village, Services 
Rendered

5 p.m. Assault, Vigeant Street, 
Advised

Thursday, Sept. 21
2:55 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Greenwich Plains Road, Services 
Rendered

5:24 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
Highland Vil lage,  Services 
Rendered

6:21 p.m. Trespass/Unwanted, 
Belchertown Road, Advised

6:40 p.m. Weapons/Firearms, 
Pleasant Street, Investigated

1 0 : 3 3  p . m .  T r e s p a s s /
Unwanted, Greenwich Plains 
Road, Could Not Locate

Friday, Sept. 22
1:13 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

North Street, Dispatch Handled
12:14 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Castle Street, Investigated
2:01 p.m. Assault in Progress, 

Highland Village, Advised
3:55 p.m. Theft/Larceny, Otis 

Avenue, Advised
4:59 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Main Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:01 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Main Street, Advised

5:07 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
Gareau Avenue, Dispatch Handled

5:25 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
Church Street, Advised

5:40 p.m. Warrant Service, 
Bank Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Henry Baldwin, 37, 
Ware

 WMS Warrant

Saturday, Sept. 23
12:26 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Palmer Road, Assist 
Given

10:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Sunday, Sept. 24
12:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

7:27 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Main Street, Arrest Made

Arrest: Daniel A. Prive, 38, 

West Brookfield
Disorderly Conduct; Witness/

Juror/Police/Court  Official , 
Intimidate

Arrest: Heidi R. Douglas, 46, 
Ware

O U I - L i q u o r  o r  . 0 8 % ; 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle

7:42 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, South Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Monday, Sept. 25
3:14 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Monson Turnpike Road, Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

8:28 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Malboeuf Road, Investigated

10:07 a.m. Theft/Larceny, Otis 
Avenue, Advised

11:37 a.m. Warrant Service, 
Gilbertville Road, Arrest Made

Arrest: Steven M. Anair, 53, 
Ware

Warrant of Apprehension
3:23 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Maple Street, Dispatch Handled
4:26 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

Beach Road, Services Rendered
6:20 p.m. Drugs, Gilbertville 

Road, Report Made
8:26 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Pulaski Street, Dispatch Handled

Tuesday, Sept. 26
5:47 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, East Main Street, Report 
Made

10:24 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Otis Avenue, Patient Refusal

Editor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page 
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that 
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented 
proof of the court’s final 
disposition.

BOSTON – Sen. Edward J. 
Markey (D-Mass.), Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.),  Rep. Jim 
McGovern (MA-02) and Rep. 
Richard Neal (MA-01) joined 
the Healey administration in cel-
ebrating $108 million from the 
Department of Transportation, 
under  i ts  Fiscal  Year  2022 
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure 
and Safety Improvements grant 
program, for the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation  to 
build capacity for eventual East-
West passenger train service run-
ning through Boston, Worcester 
and western Massachusetts.

Specifically, the project will 
improve railway infrastructure, 
including tracks, signals, grade 
crossings, and bridges along the 
Inland Route Corridor. In addition, 
the project will increase Amtrak 
Lake Shore Limited’s capacity to 
make daily round trips at higher 
speeds to enhance not only travel 
times but also connections between 
Eastern Massachusetts and Upstate 
New York.

“From Boston to Springfield 
to Pittsfield, railways serve as 
an essential and green mode of 
transportation-connecting our 
commonwealth and our commu-
nities,” said Markey in a press 

release. “I applaud the Department 
of Transportation for heeding our 
calls to provide $108 million in 
federal funding so that com-
munities in central and western 
Massachusetts can have efficient, 
safe, and reliable rail service. As a 
member of the Senate Commerce, 
Science,  and Transportat ion 
Committee, I will continue to 
advocate for safer, more expan-
sive railway infrastructure to 
make sure our Commonwealth’s 
t r a i n s  s t a y  o n  t r a c k . ” 
“I am thrilled we were able to 
secure this critical funding for cen-
tral and western Massachusetts, 
which will lay the foundation for 
West-East Rail. From day one, 
we said our administration was 
going to compete for an unprec-
edented level of federal funding 
opportunities, and I’m proud to say 
we are delivering on that prom-
ise. We thank the Biden-Harris 
Administration for their continued 
historic investments in infrastruc-
ture and are grateful for the strong 
partnership of our federal delega-
tion in promoting public transit and 
advancing priorities for economic 
competitiveness,” said Healey.

“We are grateful to our con-
gressional delegation for help-
ing us secure this CRISI funding. 

Working with our elected lead-
ers, municipal officials, Amtrak, 
CSX, and other partners we will be 
launching capital projects on this 
corridor which will have long-term 
positive economic impacts on the 
region, which will allow for addi-
tional corridor capacity, and which 
will decrease travel times between 
station destinations,” said Acting 
Transportation Secretary and CEO 
Monica Tibbits-Nutt.

Markey is a long-time advocate 
for comprehensive funding for the 
construction of the East-West pas-
senger train service. 

In February, the Massachusetts 
congressional delegation celebrat-
ed more than $550 million in fed-
eral funding through the Federal 
Transit Administration programs 
in the 2023 fiscal year to strength-
en public transit across the com-
monwealth. In April 2022, Markey 
and Warren celebrated a $537 
million investment, through then 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, to provide Massachusetts with 
critical resources to upgrade the 
MBTA and regional transit sys-
tems, modernize fleets, cars and 
buses, and improve the resiliency 
of existing transit infrastructure.

 

MassDOT Amtrak to develop East-
West Passenger Train Service

after seeing the success of a similar 
walk. 

“I just saw the dedication of 
people who showed up year after 
year,” she said.

She recalled one of these walks 
where she and her husband were 
behind a police officer, who was 
holding the hand of his young son. 
This inspired her to bring some-
thing just as powerful and signifi-
cant to her hometown. 

“Ware needs it,” Simmons said 
of the walk, proposing the idea to 
the Task Force.

Now in i ts  8th year,  the 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Walk draws survivors and support-
ers from across the region, includ-
ing some who make the journey 
back “home” from across state 
lines just to join the walk. 

Dur ing las t  year’s  walk , 
Simmons was talking to a survivor 
who lives over 10 hours away.

“It meant so much for her to be 
here,” Simmons said. 

New to the Task Force is Police 
Advocate Ashley, who has been 
a staunch supporter of domestic 
violence victims since she was 
12 years old, and her friend was 
assaulted by her boyfriend.

“I vowed to be there for them,” 
Ashley said of domestic violence 
survivors.

With a background in social 
work, Ashley took on her role as 
Police Advocate for domestic vio-
lence survivors, to help their voic-
es be heard. When police respond 
to a domestic violence call, they 
enlist Ashley’s help in supporting 
survivors and connecting them to 
resources.

“Domestic violence work, 
especially the Taske Force, is so 
important,” she said. “You need all 
of the seats filled at the table by all 
stakeholders.” 

Several Task Force members are 
domestic violence survivors them-
selves, and recognize the impor-
tance of bringing awareness to 
abuse.

One Task Force member strug-
gled to find help as a male survi-
vor in a domestic violence situa-

tion, even being told “you’re a big 
man,” when he reached out to law 
enforcement for help.

“It just makes it that much hard-
er,” he said, to leave. 

Anyone can become a victim of 
domestic violence, and isolation 
can keep people in unhealthy and 
dangerous situations even after the 
survivor has made the decision to 
leave.

“It can be as simple as having 
your family far away,” Ashley said. 

The pandemic further isolated 
domestic violence survivors, and 
Task Force members helped launch 
a helpline, A Call for Change, 
which is aimed at protecting sur-
vivors by offering support to those 
using abuse in their relationships. 

The helpline is available from 
10 a.m.-10 p.m., every day of the 
year, and is completely anony-
mous. 

“It’s the only one in the coun-
try,” Monica Moran, coordinator 
of the Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force said. “It start-
ed here in Ware.” 

Now, A Call for Change han-
dles calls from across the common-
wealth, out of state and even out 
of the country. Since its inception 
in 2021, calls have increased by 
20-30%. 

“More people who use abuse 
are calling, or survivors calling 
to help their partner,” said Paul 
Regan, Program Coordinator for 
the Proteus Intimate Partner Abuse 
Prevention Program. 

Public Health Nurse for the 
Quabbin Health District Kirsten 
Krieger said she hopes the work 
of the Task Force, including the 
Awareness Walk on Oct. 15, will 
help people in the community 
experiencing domestic violence 
feel like they’re not alone. 

Task Force member Jennifer 
Raiche said many times, abuse 
is “swept under the rugs,” but 
in small towns, everyone knows 
everyone else’s business. 

 “Everyone here is connected to 
one another. It is helpful for people 
to see people supporting,” she said.

Moran said ending abuse is a 
task that falls on all residents.

“Even when individuals change, 

if the community doesn’t change, it 
doesn’t last,” she said. “This is an 
incredible community.”

About the Task Force
The Task Force is made up 

of community members as well 
as representatives from several 
organizations, including Alianza 
DV Services, Baystate Wing 
Hospital, Community Legal Aid, 
Northwestern District Attorney’s 
Office, Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Tri-Parish Community 
Church, United Church of Ware, 
Behavioral Health Network DV 
Services at Valley Human Services, 
Ware Adult Learning Center, 
Ware Planning & Community 
Development Department, Ware 
Police Department, Ware Public 
Health and Ware Public Schools

Its funded by a grant award-
ed to the town of Ware by the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant pro-
gram, in addition to a grant from 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce. 

For more information, follow 
the Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force on Facebook, 
visit www.waredvtaskforce.org, 
call 413-758-0605 or email wrvd-
vtaskforce@gmail.com.

How to get help
I f  you  a re  exper ienc ing 

domestic violence, you can con-
tact BHN’s DV Program by call-
ing 413-967-6241 or 413-262-
7103 (cell); Alianza DV Services 
(Spanish speakers) 24 hours a 
day by calling 877-536-1628; or 
Safelink (a statewide service) 24 
hours a day by calling 877-785-
2020. 

If you are using abuse and need 
help to stop, call A Call for Change 
helpline from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. at 
877-898-3411 or email help@
acallforchangehelpline.org; or con-
tact Proteus Intimate Partner Abuse 
Education Program at 413-896-
7231.

covers public health needs includ-
ing emergency preparedness. 

Krieger provided extensive 
information on why it is important 
for residents to prepare for various 
types of emergencies. Being pre-
pared can reduce fear, anxiety, and 
losses that 

Krieger highlighted some of the 
most common disasters and emer-
gencies that occur annually, espe-
cially in Massachusetts. 

The weather can be unpredict-
able in Massachusetts, and we can 
encounter severe thunderstorms, 
lightning, humidity, droughts, 
snow, ice, blizzards, tornadoes and 
fires. 

One rare  emergency that 
Krieger included was mass casu-
alty incidents, or attacks in public 

places. These emergency and disas-
ter examples are part of keeping 
residents alert in their communi-
ties and Krieger finds staying alert 
essential in emergency prepared-
ness.

“Be alert, be aware of your envi-
ronment, your surroundings,” said 
Krieger.

One useful system of staying 
alert and preparing for emergencies 
that Kreiger shared was the three 
steps of emergency preparedness. 

Firs t ,  be  aware and s tay 
informed. Next step, build a kit for 
yourself. 

A kit for staying or leaving a 
location should have food, water, 
tools, documentation, personal 
items and money. If you have a 
pet, include pet supplies in your kit 
such as leash, collar, harness, crate, 
food bowls, current photos and any 

medical information. 
The third step is to create a plan 

for any emergency or evacuation. 
A plan can include establishing 
a meeting location, contact plan, 
evacuation plan and a shelter in 
place. 

Part of your emergency plan, if 
you’re not alone, is considering the 
needs of everyone in your party. 
Make some time to practice the 
plan that is in place. 

After her presentation, Krieger 
took some questions and provid-
ed a display of useful information 
and pamphlets on emergency pre-
paredness. The information cov-
ers different ways to handle certain 
emergencies and disasters includ-
ing signs of suspicious activity and 
a disaster checklist.

Krieger and the Quabbin Health 
District continue to offer informa-

tion, presentations, and services to 
the local communities, including 
services and classes at local com-
panies, town halls, senior centers 
and recovery centers. Krieger also 
teaches CPR and first aid through-
out the area. 

In addition to emergency pre-
paredness, the Quabbin Health 
District is working on providing 
heating and cooling stations during 
extreme weather. Krieger intends to 
continue informing the public on 
the importance of emergency pre-
paredness and how it can be help-
ful. 

“We want to help provide tools 
so people will consider being pre-
pared”, says Krieger.

Krieger and the Quabbin Health 
District support organizations such 
as the American Heart Association, 
the American Red Cross, and 

Vaccines for Children.   
The presentation at the Young 

Men’s Library Association was part 
of her second round of presenta-
tions throughout the communities 
and giving some essential insight 
into the importance of being pre-
pared for numerous emergencies. 

The history of September 
becoming Emergency Preparedness 
Month started to be highlighted 
on a national level after the tragic 
events in New York City on Sept. 
11, 2001. In addition, September 
is also the time of year when hurri-
cane season peaks. 

Making its inception in 2004, 
National Preparedness Month 
acknowledges the importance of 
being prepared for emergencies in 
homes, schools, businesses, and 
communities.

TASK FORCE from page 1

EMERGENCY from page 1

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River NewsDeath notices
Crevier (Lak), Nellie Victoria
Died Sept. 20, 203
Services Sept. 26, 2023

Jasiekiewicz, Eva
Died Sept. 16, 2023

CLUES ACROSS
1. Outsourcing 

(abbr.)
4. Post
8. German city on 

edge of Black 
Forest

10. “__, but 
goodie”

11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living 

organisms
16. Organic 

compound 
derived from 
ammonia

17. High honors
18. 5-year-olds’ 

classes
21. Swiss river
22. Old woman

23. Cash machine
24. A way to soak
25. Hair product
26. Deride
27. “The Blonde 

Bombshell”
34. Cause to 

become insane
35. Bluish greens
36. Supported with 

money
37. Type of 

equation
38. Court officials
39. Indian god
40. Rids
41. Leak slowly 

through
42. Units of ionizing 

radiation
43. Midway 

between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Native of 

Slovakia
2. Deli meat
3. Fibrous 

substance in 
fungi

4. Cutting
5. Vedder and Van 

Halen
6. Horror comic 

novelist
7. Rulers of Tunis 
9. Shaped like a 

circle
10. Make a pig of 

oneself
12. Aphorism
14. Witness
15. Single Lens 

Reflex
17. Freshwater 

North American 

fish
19. Nautical ropes
20. Leg (slang)
23. Pokes holes in
24. Moved quickly 

on foot
25. Fix-it shops
26. Type of bread
27. Repaired
28. Synthetic 

diamond (abbr.)
29. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
30. German city 

along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini 

necessities
33. Get away from
34. Village in Mali
36. Djibouti franc

WARE – Nellie 
Vi c t o r i a  ( L a k ) 
C r ev i e r  p a s s e d 
away in the comfort 
of her own home on 
Wednesday, Sept. 
20, 2023, at the age 
of 99.  

She  was  one 
month shy of her 
100th birthday.  

Nellie was born in Ware on Oct. 20, 
1923, daughter of the late Leopold and 
Victoria (Gaj) Lak.  She was raised in 
Ware, and was a life-long resident. 

Nellie was a loving wife and mother 
of nine children. 

Some of her jobs that she had out-
side of the home were cleaning houses, 
working at the Ware River News, and 
she was a clerk for the former Seven 
Sisters Mill Store. She enjoyed playing 
the lottery too.  

Nellie enjoyed sitting outside in her 
yard, and taking in the warm sunny 
days.  Also, back in the day, she loved to 
go to Three Rivers for the polka bands, 
so she could dance with friends and 
socialize.  

Nellie had a deep Catholic faith that 
sustained her throughout her long-life.  
She was a communicant of All Saints 
Church in Ware.   

Her beloved husband, Francis H. 
Crevier, passed away in October 1969, 
she was also predeceased by her sons; 
Clifford, David, Donald and Alan, as 

well as her siblings; Stanley, Alexander, 
Julia and Witla.  

Nellie leaves behind her loving son 
Roy, who was her long-time caretaker 
in her home, and will sadly miss her. 
She also leaves behind Lawrence and 
his wife Francine, Carl, James and his 
wife Lisa, and a daughter, Jean Plouffe 
and her husband Robert, and daughter-
in-law Patricia Crevier. Nellie leaves 
behind her eleven grandchildren: Robin, 
Todd, Shawn, Scott, Kristal, Brenda, 
Angela, Jamie, Jessica, Marie and 
Bonnie, and 14 great-grandchildren: 
Jake, Rachel, Gianni, Ryan, Jeffrey, 
Tori, Jacob, Maddison, Andrew, Jayden, 
Kinley, Owen, Tyler and Megan.  

A Calling Period took place on 
Tuesday morning, Sept. 26, 2023, in the 
Cebula Funeral Home Chapel, 66 South 
St. Ware.  

A Funeral Prayer Service was held 
in the funeral home chapel.  Interment 
with Prayers of Committal followed in 
New St. William Cemetery, Ware.   

Memorial donations may be made 
to Beacon Hospice, 36 Williams St., 
Leominster, MA 01453.  For more 
information and an online guest book, 
please visit:  www.cebulafuneralhome.
com.

Nellie V� Crevier, 99
GILBERTVILLE – For years, 

Eva Jasiekiewicz has proclaimed 
that she is “ready for the bone-
yard!”  

In recent months, 
she has prayed that she 
would be able to join 
her beloved husband 
Joseph Jasiekiewicz, her 
son John Jasiekiewicz, 
and her granddaugh-
ter Lacey Jasiekiewicz 
in heaven. She also 
hoped she would be 
able to join her “buddy” 
Lorraine for another asti spumante 
and orange juice. 

On Sept. 16, 2023, her prayers 
were answered.

Eva Auger came into the world 
on April 4, 1930, and was the 
eldest of Oscar and Helen Auger’s 
two daughters, Patricia would 
come several years later. Despite 
growing up in the midst of the 
Great Depression, Eva enjoyed her 
childhood and years later recalled 
how she would spend hours play-
ing with a miniature dish set that 
she kept in her mother’s hutch, 
swimming and listening to records. 

 Eva’s love of records and danc-
ing ultimately led her to the man 
she would spend over 70 years of 
her life with. 

When Eva came of  dat -
ing age, a friend tried to set her 
up on a blind date with Joseph 

Jasiekiewicz, a World War II vet-
eran and autobody man who was 
nicknamed “Sinatra” because of 

his fantastic hair and 
amazing dance moves. 

Being a young, fickle 
girl, Eva stood Joe up on 
their first date. However, 
the fates would bring 
them together at a dance 
at the Polish Hall in 
Gilbertville, and the rest 
was history (although 
Joe spent the rest of 
his life joking that she 

should “have never gone back to 
that Polish Hall”). 

The two married, settled in the 
Gilbertville section of Hardick and 
raised three sons, Michael, Mark 
and John.

In many ways, Eva was a 
woman ahead of her time. While 
many women of her generation 
were bound by society to focus 
solely on hearth and home, Eva 
went into the workforce to help 
support her family. 

For over 30 years, Eva dedicat-
ed herself to working with indi-
viduals with special needs; first 
at Belchertown State School, and 
later at a group home run by the 
state where she was a supervisor 
until she retired at the age of 70. 
Eva loved the students, residents, 
and other employees that she had 
the opportunity to work with and 

lovingly told stories about them up 
until she died. 

Of all the things that she did 
in her life, Eva claimed to be the 
most proud of the fact that she 
raised three sons and five grand-
daughters that were not afraid of 
hard work. This quality was most 
certainly something that all of 
them acquired as a result of her 
example.

Eva’s quick wit and sharp 
tongue will be greatly missed. 

Eva leaves behind her sons, 
Mike Jasik of Ware and Mark Jasik 
and his wife Joyce of Monson, and 
daughter-in-law, Lisa Jasiekiewicz-
Zearfoss. “Babcia Eva” will be 
fondly remembered by her grand-
daughters, Alicia Jasiekiewicz, 
Amanda (Jasiekiewicz) Dusza, 
Kimberly Jasik and Jennifer 
(Jasik) Valentino. Eva’s spirit will 
live on in her great grandchildren, 
Lukasz Dusza, Zofia Dusza and 
Lorenzo Valentino. 

Eva will be interred alongside 
her husband Joe at St. Aloysius 
Cemetery. A graveside service will 
be held for family and friends at a 
later date. 

Cebula Funeral Home of Ware 
is assisting Eva’s family with the 
final arrangements. For an online 
guest book and more information, 
please visit:  www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

Eva Jasiekiewicz, 93

and inflated reimbursement requests to the Town 
of Ware and for allegedly stealing funds from three 
regional nonprofit fire associations.

The Office of the Inspector General conducted an 
investigation as the result of a tip.  The findings of 
the investigation were shared with the Northwestern 
District Attorney’s Office for prosecution.  

The Northwestern District Attorney’s Office 
referred the matter to the Worcester District Attorney’s 
Office to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest.

Coulombe served as the fire chief for the Town of 
Ware from 2002 to 2019. The indictments allege that 
between 2014 and 2019, Coulombe submitted reim-
bursement requests to the town for expenses that he 
did not incur and that overstated his expenses with 
false or altered receipts. 

As a result of this scheme, Coulombe allegedly 
stole more than $3,700 from the Town of Ware. 

Overlapping with his service as Ware Fire Chief, 
Coulombe also served as the treasurer of three region-
al non-profit fire associations. These associations were 
funded by area communities and provided training and 
services to the region. 

The indictments allege that between 2013 and 
2020, Coulombe embezzled more than $24,000 from 
these associations while serving as their treasurer.

Indictments are allegations and the defendant is 
presumed innocent until proven guilty.

CHARGES from page 1ANNUAL HOMECOMING 
BONFIRE A ‘SWEET’ SUCCESS

BARRE – The annual homecoming bonfire, 
co-sponsored by Q-Drug and the Quabbin Regional 
School District, with support from the Barre Fire 
Department and Robinson’s Lumber, was held follow-
ing the football game this past Friday night.

 Students, family and faculty all enjoyed the 
warmth of the bonfire, and some delicious s’mores.

Turley Photos by Mary Whitelaw
Quabbin students enjoy s’mores.

Anna and Makaylah roasted marshmallows over a 
grill to make s’mores.

ABOVE: Q-Drug’s 
Nekr Jenkins tosses 
the box into the fire. 

Assistant Principal for School Culture Jason Gilmartin (second from left) toasts 
marshmallows with Quinn Geary, Kayla Sherblom, Riley Bassett and Natalia 
Marchand.

Quabbin students enjoyed the warmth of the bonfire, a homecoming weekend 
tradition co-sponsored by Q-Drug and the Quabbin Regional School District 
with support from the Barre Fire Department and Robinson’s Lumber.

Quabbin football player Connor Breeds and 
Assistant Principal for School Culture Jason 
Gilmartin enjoyed their s’mores.

Students were encouraged to write down something that’s been bothering 
them that they wanted to let go of. They then put the paper into a box that 
was tossed into the fire, symbolizing letting go of whatever it is that’s been 
bothering them. 
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Classifieds
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MISCELLANEOUS
NAPOLEON GAS FIREPLACE. 
Runs on natural gas or propane. 42” 
wide. Comes complete except for ex-
haust pipe. Beautiful. Like new con-
dition. Asking $700. Call 413-627-
3905.

3/4x3-1/4 SELECT ASHE HARD-
WOOD FLOORING. Originally 
priced @ $3.15 sqft., 507 sq. ft. Call 
413-627-3905.

TAG SALE
Multi-Family Tag Sale
Saturday, September 30
 and Sunday, October 1

9:00 am to 3:00 pm
339 Old Warren Road,

 Palmer, MA

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVA-
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

EXPERIENCED FORKLIFT OP-
ERATOR WANTED at busy reload 
located in South Barre. Full-time posi-
tion with benefits. Pay based on expe-
rience.  Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

EXPERIENCED OFFICE AS-
SISTANT WANTED AT BUSY 
RELOAD LOCATED IN SOUTH 
BARRE Shipping and receiving ex-
perience and QuickBooks knowledge 
preferred. Full-time position with ben-
efits. Please call 978-355-4477 to 
schedule an interview.

P/T ASST. ADULT SERVICES 
LIBRARIAN The Town of Wilbra-
ham seeks qualified applicants to fill 
a Part-Time Assistant Adult Services 
Librarian vacancy. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  Open until 
filled. EOE

TOWN OF PALMER
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

The Town of Palmer DPW is seeking 
contractors for snow removal for the 
upcoming winter season. If interested, 
contracts are available on the town 
website under Public Works or at the 
DPW office. Completed contracts with 
a copy of the necessary insurance can 
be delivered to the DPW office located 
at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates have 
been increased for fiscal year 2024 and 
will be effective on 11/01/23. Please call 
our office at (413) 283-2615 for our 
most recent rate schedule.

YARD LABORER WANTED AT 
BUSY RELOAD LOCATED IN 
SOUTH BARRE This individual will 
be responsible for providing support 
to Equipment operators and the shop 
supervisor in the yard. Mechanical 
experience a plus but not required. 
Please call 
978-355-4477 to schedule an inter-
view.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

$28/HR PART TIME- UNBENEFITTED
SUPPORT STAFF

The Quabbin Health District, a MGL Chapter 111, Section 27A District comprised 
of the towns of Belchertown, Pelham, and Ware is accepting applications for an 

18 hour/week part time, un-benefitted, Support Staff Position 
to support Quabbin Health District staff in administrative duties, 

projects, and assisting in health inspections to promote and protect the 
public health of it’s residents in the Quabbin Health District. 

Occasionally required to attend local board of health meetings, 
work evenings and weekends.  

Minimum qualifications include a high School Education. Associate degree; 
or Bachelor’s degree in science, public health or related field preferred.  

Must possess and maintain a valid driver’s license.  
We train on the job for all inspectional related work!

For a full job description please visit http://quabbinhealthdistrict.com
for more information, or to apply for the position please send request or 

resume with cover letter to Administrative Assistant, Betty Barlow.  

Email to bbarlow@townofware.com 
or mail to 

Quabbin Health District ATTN: Betty Barlow; 126 Main Street, Ware MA, 01082.

Job Opening
Three Rivers Fire and Water District

Full Time Fire Chief Position Available

Interested Candidates 
Should Submit A Letter of Interest

To The Three Rivers Prudential Committee

Note – A complete list of requirements 
as well as salary and benefits is available to 

interested applicants who submit a letter of interest 
to the Three Rivers Prudential Committee 

at the following

TRFDprudential@gmail.com

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY



September 28, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15

public notices
TOWN OF WARE
LEGAL NOTICE
The Ware Conservation 

Commission will hold 
a public hearing on 
Wednesday, October 
11, 2023, at 6:30 PM 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. 
131 c40. The hearing 
wil l  include consid-
eration of a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicabi l i ty  (RDA) 
by Raymond & Shirley 
Mackenzie ,  for  t ree 
removal within the 100ft 
buffer zone at 11 Beaver 
Road, Assessor’s Parcel 
ID 45-0-39.  Said hear-
ing will be held in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082. To view the appli-
cation and related plans, 
contact the Conservation 
office at 413.967.9648. 

Pursuant  to  MGL 
Chapter 4, Section 13, a 
copy of this legal notice 
can be found on the 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website: http://
masspublicnotices.org
09/28/2023

Town of Ware
LEGAL NOTICE
The Ware Conservation 

Commission will hold 
a public hearing on 
Wednesday, October 
11, 2023, at 6:30 PM 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.G.L. 
131 c40. The hearing 
wil l  include consid-
eration of a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicability  (RDA) 
by Howard Trietsch, for 
tree removal at 22 Lower 
Cove Road, Assessor’s 

Parcel ID 49-0-28.  Said 
hearing will be held in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting 
Room, Town Hall, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082.To view the appli-
cation and related plans, 
contact the Conservation 
office at 413.967.9648.

Pursuant  to  MGL 
Chapter 4, Section 13, a 
copy of this legal notice 
can be found on the 
Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website: http://
masspublicnotices.org.
09/28/2023

TOWN OF WARE
Notice of Public Hearing 

Planning Board
LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to MGL Ch. 

40A, Sec. 5, the Ware 
Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Thursday, October 5,  
2023 during their nor-
mally scheduled meet-
ing starting at 7pm in the 
Town Hall meeting room, 
126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA. The purpose of this 
hearing is to consider 
amendments to sections 
3.4 (Overlay Districts) 
and 4.9 (Overlay District 
Regulations) of the Town 
of Ware Zoning Bylaws 
to include language and a 
map on a proposed over-
lay district known as the 
“Rural Business Overlay 
District” along the route 9 
corridor.

Pursuant to Chapter 
22 of the Acts of 2022, 
this hearing will be con-
ducted in person and via 
remote means, in accor-
dance with applicable law. 
This means that members 
of the Planning Board as 
well as members of the 

public may access this 
meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. In person 
attendance will be held 
in Town Hall Meeting 
Room, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA. It is possible 
that any or all members 
of the public body may 
attend remotely, with 
in-person attendance con-
sisting of members of 
public. The meeting may 
be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.
us/join or join by phone. 
Phone Number: 929-
205-6099; Meeting ID: 
784 604 1861; Password:   
01082.

A complete copy of the 
proposed changes can be 
found at the Planning & 
Community Development 
Department Office and 
on the department web 
page at www.townofware.
com. Anyone interested 
or wishing to be heard 
should appear at the time 
and place designated. All 
interested parties are invit-
ed to attend.

WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Edward Murphy, 
Chairman

09/21, 09/28/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton MA, 01060  
Docket No. 

HS23P0576GD 
In the interests of 

Jayden J Gonzalez
of Ware, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
f o r  A p p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Guardian of a Minor filed 
on 09/11/2023 by Marie 
Y Gunn of Ware, MA will 
be held  10/30/2023 08:30 
AM Review Hearing. 
Loca ted :  15  Atwood 
Drive, Northampton, MA 
01060.

2 .  R e s p o n s e  t o 
Petition: You may respond 
by filing a written response 
to the Peti t ion or by 
appearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to 
file a written response, you 
need to:

File the original with 
the Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before 
the hearing.

3.  Counsel for the 
Min or: The minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the 
minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be 
appointed for the minor.

4 .  C o u n s e l  f o r 
Parents: If you are a par-
ent of the minor child 
who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a 
right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and can-
not afford to pay for one 
and if you give proof that 
you are indigent, an attor-
ney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made 
immediately by filling 
out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by 
mail at the court location 
where your case is going 
to be heard.

5. Presence of the 
Min or at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the 

right to be present at any 
hearing, un less the Court 
finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests.
Date: September 15, 2023

Michael J. Carey
Register of Probate

09/28/2023

Notice of Sale of 
Motor Vehicle

 under G.L. c. 255., 
Section 39A 

Notice is hereby given 
by REGIN’S REPAIR, 
1 9  C H U R C H  S T. ,  
GILBERTVILLE, MA 
01031 

Pursuant to the pro-
visions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A, that on 
10/06/2023 at 10:00 AM 
at: Regin’s Repair, 19 
Church St., Gilbertville, 
MA 01031 by private 
sale, the following Motor 
Vehicle will be sold to sat-
isfy the garage keeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, 
towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and 
sale of said vehicle. 
Vehicle description: 
1999 FORD Fl50 
PICKUP  
Registration#/State: 
NONE/MA
VIN:
2FTRF08W3XCA65183 
Name and address of 
owner:  
Timothy B Lomme 
3 Highland Ave. 
Monson, MA 01057  

 By: James M. Regin
Dated:0 9/19/2023

09/21, 09/28, 10/05/2023

Hardwick 
Planning Board

Notice of Public Hearing
Not ice  i s  he reby 

given that the Hardwick 
Planning  Board  per 
Hardwick Zoning Bylaw, 
Sections 3.2.6.l.1, 4.2 
and 9.0 will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, 
October 10, 2023 at 
6:45PM at the Municipal 
O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g , 
3 0 7  M a i n  S t r e e t , 
Gilbertville, MA 01301

T h i s  H e a r i n g  i s 
regarding the applica-
tion for Special Permit 
by Patrick D. Rondeau 
of Valley Solar for a res-
idential ground mounted 
10kW solar installation 
at 694 Main Street in 
Gilbertville.  All inter-
ested parties are asked to 
attend.   

In te res ted  par t i e s 
may also view this Legal 
Notice at http://masspub-
licnotices.org  
Hardwick Planning Board

Jenna Garvey, Chair
09/21, 09/28/2023

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 16thOctober 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
ekennedy@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Baystate Wing nationally 
recognized for stroke care

PALMER – Baystate Wing Hospital has earned 
national recognition from the American Heart 
Association with the Gold Plus/Target Stroke Honor 
Roll/Target Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll Get With 
The Guidelines award.

 The award recognizes the hospital’s commit-
ment to ensuring stroke patients receive the most 
appropriate treatment according to nationally recog-
nized, research-based guidelines based on the latest 
scientific evidence, ultimately saving more lives and 
reducing disability.

Get With The Guidelines-Stroke is an in-hospital 
program for improving stroke care by promoting 
consistent adherence to these guidelines, which 
can minimize the long-term effects of a stroke and 
even prevent death. The program puts the expertise 
of the American Heart Association and American 
Stroke Association to work for hospitals nationwide, 
helping ensure patient care is aligned with the latest 
research- and evidence-based guidelines.

“Baystate Wing Hospital is committed to 
improving patient care by adhering to the latest 
stroke treatment guidelines,” said Karli Barrett, 
MS, RN, NE-BC, vice president and chief nurs-
ing officer/ chief administrative officer of Baystate 
Wing Hospital in a press release. “Get With The 
Guidelines makes it easier for our teams to put 
proven knowledge and guidelines to work on a daily 
basis, which studies show can help patients recover 
better. The end goal is to ensure more people in our 
area can experience longer, healthier lives.”

Each year, program participants qualify for the 
award by demonstrating how their organization 
has committed to providing quality care for stroke 
patients. In addition to following treatment guide-
lines, Get With The Guidelines participants also 
educate patients to help them manage their health 
and recovery at home.

“We are incredibly pleased to recognize our team 
at Baystate Wing for its commitment to caring for 
patients with stroke,” said Dr. Joe Sills, chief of 
emergency medicine at Baystate Wing Hospital. 
“Our stroke coordinator, Julie Fraley RN, has 
been instrumental in our efforts, reviewing every 
stroke case so that we may continually improve. 
Participation in Get With The Guidelines is associ-
ated with improved patient outcomes, fewer read-
missions and lower mortality rates-a win for health-
care systems, families, and our communities.”

Baystate Wing also received the American Heart 
Association’s Target: Type 2 Diabetes Honor Roll 
Award. Target: Type 2 Diabetes aims to ensure 
patients with Type 2 diabetes, who might be at high-
er risk for complications, receive the most up-to-
date, evidence-based care when hospitalized due to 
stroke.

“Congratulations to Dr. Sills, our Quality 
Council, Stroke Program team, and all our col-
leagues throughout Baystate Wing Hospital who 
drive our success in delivering the very best care 
to our patients,” said Barrett. “This award is a val-
idation of our team’s commitment to providing the 
highest quality of care in the many communities 
served by Baystate Wing Hospital. These accom-
plishments occurred during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, bringing extra meaning to this award.”

For more information about Baystate Wing 
Hospital visit Baytatehealth.org/wing.

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Farmer Matt offers farm-fresh beef, poultry, 
and pork along with a variety of other farm 
store staples. Also serving homemade meals 
from our farm kitchen.

Order online or in-store 
FarmerMatt.com or call (508) 980-7085

The best way to save on beef is to buy in bulk. 
Farmer Matt has 1/4, 1/2, and whole beef 
available now so you can stock up and save. 

Stock up on Bulk Freezer Beef
OPEN YEAR ROUND

 

Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

DON’T BUY TIL YOU SEE US!!!
#1 VOTED APPLIANCE STORE 
IN WORCESTER COUNTY!!!!!
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
E BIKES IN STOCK!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY DEPT!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
ALL SIZES

White • Blush • Blue • Brown • Purple
Red • Lt Gray • Dark Gray

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Title V Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Chip Stone • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Century 21 North East
109 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

I’ve sold hundreds of homes in your area - 
offering professional advice and 

knowledgeable service 
to many of your neighbors.  

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS AVAILABLE.   
Call me today 

for a prompt response 
and you will not be dissapointed! 

EXIT Real Estate Executives

BRIMFIELD - $550,000
A one of a kind! If you are looking for 
that rustic cabin feeling, this one’s for 
you! This unique custom home was 
hand built by the owner. Tucked up in 
a country setting this home features 
a large, paved driveway with ample 
parking that leads you right to the farmers porch, attached garage and detached garage. 
Large detached garage has 2 oversized bays with 3 garage doors. There is room above 
the garage for even more space with an existing door just waiting for you to finish. 
Inside features an open concept kitchen and living room. The rooms downstairs are 
being utilized as bedrooms while the upstairs features a large master suite with a full 
bath. A bonus room downstairs is currently being occupied as a home office with exterior 
entry/exit only. 15 mins to the pike and 84. A must see!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

michelleterryteam.com
130 W. Main Street

Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner

When 
we do more 

you will make 
more!!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 21 ...........Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ......... $99
Nov. 4 ............Book of Mormon .................... $120
Nov. 18 ..........Vermont Country Store ........ $79
Dec. 30 ..........Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125
Jan. 12-14 ......NYC Weekend .......................... $469

12-Night Eastern Caribbean Cruise
April 7-19, 2024

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

U-PICKU-PICKU-PICK
HONEY CRISP NOW AVAILABLEHONEY CRISP NOW AVAILABLEHONEY CRISP NOW AVAILABLE

CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS
MACOUN & CORTLANDMACOUN & CORTLAND

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
APPLESAPPLES

CIDER IS IN!!!CIDER IS IN!!!

WE BUY GUNS
1-413-277-0147

patriotfirearms23@gmail.com
317 Palmer Road, Ware, MA 01082
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. noon-6pm

Patriot FirearmsPatriot Firearms
&  Ammunition&  Ammunition

BUY
SELL

TRADE

7 Worcester Rd., Barre

978-355-3000
Mon. & Thurs. 3pm-9pm

Fri. & Sat. 11:30 am - 11pm
Sun. 11:30am-7:30pm

Closed Tues. & Wed.

Hours may change
Check Facebook for updates

Wine Dinner 
Tuesday, October 3rd

5 Courses 
of our famous BBQ 

paired with wines from 
Marietta Cellars, California 
Reception begins at 5:30 pm
$100 pp (plus tax, inc gratuity)

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
SUMMER LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses


