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First ever event brought fun and fellowship

Good Neighbor Day

WARE – The Quaboag 
Hills Substance Alliance, 
Healthy Quaboag and the 
Town of Ware held the first 
ever Good Neighbor Day 
celebration this past Saturday 
at Grenville Park.

The day began with a 
“kids versus adults” kickball 
game, complete with a free 
ice cream truck provided by 
Fidelity Bank. 

At the game, people were 
able to create thank you 

cards for their friends and 
neighbors, as well as browse 
resources available to them, 
including the Massachusetts 
Behavioral Health Help Line 
and substance use support. 
They could also learn about 

the Quaboag Valley Food 
Policy Council and more. 

Following the game, a 
movie night was held in the 
park with student volunteers 
passing out free popcorn. 

Raquel ran in the ball from 
the outfield during the first 
ever Good Neighbor Day 
celebration hosted by the 
Quaboag Hills Substance 
Use  Al l iance ,  Heal thy 
Quaboag and the Town of 
Ware.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Volunteers struck a thoughtful pose at the Good Neighbor Day celebration. Shown from 
left are Sawyer Blake, Andrew Shaw, Levi Ramirez and Maia Lamothe.

SEE MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 8.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – This Sunday 
afternoon, the Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force will be hosting 
the 10th annual Domestic 
Violence Awareness Walk 
& Gathering, starting at 
Veterans Park on Main 
Street.

On Sunday, Oct. 5 at 1 
p.m., members of the task 
force, the Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School Domestic Violence 
Task Force, survivors, allies, 
community members, state 
and local officials and more, 
will stand together to put 
an end to domestic violence 
and abuse.

Emceeing the program 
are members of the Ware Jr./
Sr. High School Task Force, 
a group of nearly 30 stu-
dents who work with their 
teachers Dan Orszulak and 
Jesse Trzpit alongside task 
force members.

Senior Maia Lamothe 
said she joined the high 
school task force when she 
was in her sophomore year 
of school.

When asked what moti-
vated her to join the vol-
unteer group, she said it 
was initially because a lot 
of her friends were already 
involved. At that time, there 
were only about 15 students 
in the high school task force.

Lamothe said this year, 
the students have been 
focusing on controlling 
behavior in relationships, 
and how to identify it. She 
said all of the high school 
students are given a written 
prompt and their answers 
are collected anonymously 
and shared.

“I learned that a lot of 
the things we wouldn’t think 
of as toxic or controlling,” 
Lamothe said. “It made me 
realize some things that 
seems normal or normalized 
are not normal.” 

This includes roman-
tic partners having access 
to their partner’s phone or 
social media, which is a 
controlling behavior.

“You’re entitled to your 
own privacy,” she said. 

Wa r e  R ive r  Va l l ey 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force Coordinator Monica 
Moran said the highest rates 
of domestic violence occurs 
with people between the 
ages of 16-24, which is why 
the high school task force’s 
efforts are so important. 

Moran said about 150 
teens have been a part of the 
high school task force since 
it was formed 15 years ago 
and that number continues 
to grow. 

This year also marks 
the 25th anniversary of the 
Ware River Valley Domestic 

DV task force prepares 
for 10th annual walk

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Don Swarts gave 
a presentation to the School 
Committee to talk about the 
role of the athletics booster 
club. 

He said before 2004, there 
was a booster club at the 
school but it disbanded. He 
said the school also tried to 
run the concession stand, but 
it was not financially feasi-
ble.

Swarts said the current 
booster club was formed 
after that, with a number of 
volunteers to run it.

“The Ware High School 
Booster Club is an organi-
zation consisting of a group 
of volunteers that support 
all Ware High’s athletics,” 
Swarts read from the orga-
nization’s mission statement 
at the Sept. 24 meeting. “We 
plan and organize events that 
involve the community to 
benefit the students at Ware 
High School.”

Swarts said early on in 

2010, the booster club ran 
into an issue with the school 
when it came to ordering tro-
phies and reimbursements.

“As of 2010, we opened 
up a booster club account 
at Country Bank and that’s 
where we’ve been ever 
since,” he said. 

Swarts said the booster 
club is not a charitable orga-
nization, but they do accept 
donations to help support the 
club’s efforts.

Swarts said the booster 
club has also purchased uni-
forms for the school teams, 
but in 2011, the uniforms 
were not collected and the 
athletic department asked 
the boosters to purchase new 
ones again.

He said the superinten-
dent at the time said the 
school district had enough 
money in the budget to cover 
the cost of new uniforms, 
and they haven’t bought any 
since.

Swarts said the booster 

School Committee met 
with booster club

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  A 
retirement party was held 
at Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club for recently 
retired Police Chief, James 
Ayotte. 

Community members 
of Hardwick and New 
Braintree and law enforce-
ment officers of various 
communities arrived to 
celebrate the career and 
retirement of Ayotte, who 
served as the police chief 
for the Town of Hardwick 
and New Braintree for 
over 15 years. 

Ay o t t e  h a s  b e e n 
involved in law enforce-
ment for over 25 years and 
served on the Spencer Fire 
Department for over 10 
years. Altogether, Ayotte 
has committed over 40 
years of public service in 
his respected career. 

His retirement party 
was a celebration of his 

accompl ishments  and 
remembering the mark he 
left on the towns he proud-
ly served. 

When asked  about 
retirement Ayotte, who is 

now 60 years young, feels 
it is time for a change. 
Though he is stepping 

Communities celebrated 
chief at retirement party

Select Board 
discussed 
solar lease 
negotiations

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Select Board met on Sept. 29 
and had a discussion on the 
Kearsarge Solar lease. 

Town  Admin i s t r a to r 
Justine Caggiano said she 
got a call from the compa-
ny and said they submit-
ted everything the town 
asked for to town counsel. 
Caggiano hopes she will 
hear more information prior 
to the next Select Board 
meeting.

This topic is still under 
negot ia t ions  as  Se lec t 
Board Chair Eric Vollheim 
addressed what he thinks 
are the current issues with 
the property the company 
is looking at. The proposed 
project is on a large piece 
of ground the town owns 
and Vollheim wants to know 
how much land the compa-
ny would use and how much 
access the town would have. 

The  board  members 
wanted to know if there is 
enough room for the town to 
do anything with the remain-
der of the land. Losing sand 
and gravel would be costly 
to the town as it could be 
mined. 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume is shown alongside 
retired Police Chief James Ayotte and his citation 
from the House of Representatives recognizing his 40 
years of public service.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen had a public 
hearing on Sept. 25 regard-
ing the installation of joint 
owned util i ty poles on 
Cronin Road.

During the public hear-
ing, National Grid is looking 
for consent from the town 
to install five JO poles on 
Cronin Road and also relo-
cate two poles on the same 
road. A representative from 
National Grid was in atten-
dance and another was on 
zoom. The plan is to rebuild 

and do some pole work that 
is part of a design phase on 
Cronin Road. 

During the public com-
ment segment, one resident 
had questions on poles to 
see if there were any chang-
es done to the plans that 
were submitted by National 
Grid. A document was sub-

mitted a couple years ago 
and one resident asked if 
anything had changed in that 
time. 

According to the rep-
resentative, one pole is a 
free-standing pole and there 
is one pole listed as having 
a guide wire. National Grid 
representatives went over 

each pole and the Selectmen 
had copies of the submission 
to review.

The Selectmen moved 
to a vote and approved the 
installation of the JO poles 
on Cronin Road. 

Selectmen held hearing for Cronin Road poles

Please see WALK, page 13

Please see WARREN 
BOS, page 13

Please see 
RETIREMENT, page 7

Please see BOOSTERS, 
page 5

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 13
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Each week the 
Ware River 

News digs into 
its submitted 

photo archives 
and selects a 
people photo 

to publish. 
We need your 

help to help 
identify those 

pictured.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send 
their names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

We received 
unsolicited
encouragement from 
attendees such as:

“It was an amazing show! We were so 
excited to see a comedy show in our 
little town and we hope to see more in 
the future:”  

Thank you Kim!

Openers included Mark Saulich, Corey Percival 
and Monica Carroll

Headliner Dan Boulger, showed 
why he’s a top tier comedian!

Thank you to those that attended the Ware 
Comedy Show at Workshop 13 on September 27th!
          We were con�dent that a comedy show 
         in Ware would be a big draw and it was!
Thank you to WBCA and Beyond, Workshop 13, Ware Senior 
Center (we needed more seats) and super volunteer BJ. 
If you have any thoughts about the future of comedy in 
Ware please email colorblindguy@gmail.com
 

W.R. ROBINSON LUMBER CO., INC.
www.wrrobinsonlumber.com

413-477-6050
Cleveland Road (off Route 32) • Hardwick/Barre Line
Open Monday-Friday 7am-4pm; Saturday 7am-Noon

OUR PRODUCTS
INCLUDE:

The Largest Selection 
of Eastern White Pine 

in the Area
Wide Plank Flooring,

Paneling, Siding
Beams & Timbers

Bark Mulch at 
Mill Direct Pricing

In a Variety of Colors
or Natural

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed Colin 
McNally of the Ware 
Little League Braves 

team firing a pitch at 
the plate in a games 

versus the Cubs.
Andy Zajac correctly 

identified McNally in 
the photo.

HARDWICK – Worcester 
Winds, a dectet of profession-
al music teachers and musi-
cians from Worcester County, 
will perform at the Stone 
Church Cultural Center, 283 
Main St., Gilbertville, on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 at 3 p.m.   

Presenters Friends of 
the Stone Church will serve 
snacks at a reception follow-
ing the concert. Tickets are 
$25 and can be purchased at 
the door or through Friends 
of the Stone Church web-
site under the concert sea-
son listings at friendsofthe-
stonechurch.org. 

C o n d u c t e d  b y  L u i s 
Torres, the group consists 
of two flutes, two clarinets, 

two oboes, two bassoons, 
and two French horns. They 
will perform the “Barber 
of Seville Overture” by 
Gioachino Rossini, “Masques 
et Bergamasques” by Gabriel 
Fauré, “Serenade, Op. 104” 
by Solomon Jadassohn, 
“Excursion” by Patr ick 
Glenn Harper (b. 1977), “On 
Music” by Arthur Sullivan by 
Robert Spittal (b. 1963), and 
“The Teddy Bear’s Picnic” by 
John Brattan. 

Performers include Toni 
Brown, Deborah Cole, Lucy 
Colwell, Ray Cox, Glenn 
Godfrey, Meredith Lord, 
Brian Repeta, Judy Schmitz, 
Sarah Smongeski, and Jessica 
Stolecki. The groups’s web-

site is worcesterwinds.org.
FOSC is pleased to be 

participating in the Card to 
Culture program of the Mass 
Cultural Council, by extend-
ing discounts to EBT, WIC 
and ConnectorCare health 
plan insurance cardholders. 
Eligible participants may 
request up to two free tickets 
at the box office on the day of 
the event. Bring EBT, WIC or 
Connector Care health plan 
card for 2025.

This concert is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which receives fund-
ing from the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Submitted Photo
The Worcester Winds, a dectet of professional music teachers and musicians, will perform 
at the Stone Church Cultural Center on Saturday, Oct. 18.

Worcester Winds to perform at 
Stone Church Cultural Center Oct. 18

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Oct. 6

9 a.m. Tai Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appoint-
ment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lisa

Tuesday, Oct. 7
9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. $3 
per class.

9-9:45 a.m. Meet with 
your state legislators at 
Town Hall.

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 
Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appoint-
ment.

9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
10 a.m. Scat	
1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  L u n c h 

Birthday Party. Music by 

Chet Kurr. Must call front 
desk by Monday, Oct. 6 at 
noon to be put on the lunch 
list.

1 p.m. Cornhole
5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
6 p.m. Pitch (Doors 

open at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Oct. 8
9 a.m. Tai-Chi
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Foot Nurse 

Allison Williams. Call 413-
967-9645 for an appoint-
ment.

10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
1 2 : 3 0  p . m .  K n i t -

Crochet-Laugh

Thursday, Oct. 9
9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Participants should meet at 
the Senior Center.

9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

10 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Scat  
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Cornhole
2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Oct. 10
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Food 

Bank of  Western MA 

Brown Bag
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
6 p.m. Pitch (Doors 

open at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Oct. 6
Spaghetti and Meatballs, 

Tossed Salad, Dessert of 
the Day

Tuesday, Oct. 7
Birthday Party
BBQ Chicken, Baked 

Potato, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day, Music 
by Chet Kurr. Dessert and 
entertainment provided 
by The Friends of Ware 
Seniors Inc.

Wednesday, Oct. 8
Hot Dogs and Baked 

Beans, Coleslaw, Dessert of 
the Day

Thursday, Oct. 9
Chicken Fingers, French 

Fries, Tossed Salad, Dessert 
of the Day

Friday, Oct. 10
Sloppy Joe Sandwich, 

Po ta to  Ch ips ,  Sa l ad , 
Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news�

HARDWICK – On Oct. 
4, join yarn-loving crafters at 
the Paige Memorial Library, 
87 Petersham Road, to knit 
or crochet hats and mittens 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. to donate 
to local groups. 

Join this lively group to 
use up extra yarn – yours 
and ours – to keep hands and 
heads warm this winter. For 
more information, contact 
Pam Hinckley at pahinck-
ley@gmail.com.

Vaccine clinic
On Oct. 6 from 11 a.m.-

3 p.m. there will be a vac-
cine clinic by the Leicester 
Regional  Publ ic  Heal th 
Coalition serving Oakham, 
Hardwick, and New Braintree 
and CVS Pharmacy featuring 
High dose/Regular dose Flu, 
Shingle, Covid, Pneumonia, 
and RSV vaccines. Call 508-
892-7008 extension 124 to 
sign up. Bring your insurance 
card. 

This clinic is wheelchair 
accessible and open to all at 
the New Braintree Town Hall. 

If 20 people register to have 
vaccines in Hardwick, the 
LRPHC and CVS will have a 
clinic at the Paige Memorial 
Library.

Free information session
C o m e  t o  t h e  Pa i g e 

M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  o n 
Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 6 p.m. for 
a free information session 
with Local Death Literacy 
Specialist/End-of-Life Doula 
Laura Dusha Nelson to gen-
tly begin conversations about 
our own mortality. This is 
for people of any age, any 
health status, using “A Death 
Doula’s Guide to Living 
Fully and Dying Prepared” 
by Francesca Arnoldy which 
Laura is donating to the 
library for you to check out. 

Learn about resources, 
ask questions to prepare, add 
clarity and peace to your lives 
by reflecting back, turning 
inward and planning ahead. 
Please register. 

For more information visit 
www.thejourneybeforeus.
com, email thejourneybefo-

reus@gmail.com, or call 802-
734-0879.  

Quabbin Days
Organized by the Friends 

of the Quabbin, Quabbin 
Days is a celebration of 
everything that makes the 
Quabbin Region extraordi-
nary-its rich history, breath-
tak ing  landscapes ,  and 
vibrant communities. The 12 
watershed towns will show-
case their unique charm 
during New England’s peak 
leaf-peeping weekend, Oct. 
10-13.

For more information, 
visit https://quabbindays.
org/  Representing Hardwick, 
the Paige Memorial Library 
will be open on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 for those who want 
to tour our beautiful 120 year 
old library building which 
looks much as it did in 1905, 
and the Hardwick Historical 
Society will be open during 
their Ghost Walk which will 

Paige Memorial Library lists October events

WARE – Wishing Well 
Charities Inc. will hold its 
5th annual Fall Fundraiser 
on  Sa tu rday,  Nov.  1 
from 3-8 p.m. at Teresa’s 
Restaurant, 305 Palmer 
Road.

Nonrefundable t ick-
ets are $45 and includes a 
delicious family style din-
ner and dancing fun with 
the live band JP & Friends. 
There will be a cash bar, 
cocktail hour, raffles and 

silent auction.
For tickets, call or text 

413-204-0009 or 413-330-
4013. For more informa-
tion about Wishing Well 
Charities Inc. please visit 
its Facebook page.

Wishing Well Charities to host Fall Fundraiser Nov. 1

Please see LIBRARY, 
page 6
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Need a new bank?Need a new bank?
We’ll help you make the switch.We’ll help you make the switch.

We are proud to call Ware home to one of our 
branches! Our expert local team is ready to help you 
with all of your personal or business banking needs - 
and we’re right in your neighborhood!

WARE BRANCH  I  136 West Street  I  413-967-0912 

Shannon Ortona, Branch Manager & IRA Administrator
Kate Blackwell, Assistant Branch Manager

All deposits fully insured.

Learn more: www.monsonsavings.bank

BELT LINES & BOXBORO
Saturday, Oct. 4 - 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 5 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SATURDAY WORK DAYS
Oct. 11, 18, 25 & Nov. 1

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

COME ON SATURDAYS & DRIVE A TRAIN!
Interested in more information

amherstrail.org

Operating Since 1965 

1130 S Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

(413) 267-4555

Kelly Bado, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry

Eye Exams

Barre Opticians
395 Main St., Barre

978-355-2191

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Most Insurances Accepted

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The 6th Annual 
Steven Hawk Cars & Coffee 
show was held this past week-
end with a parking lot full of 
vintage and modern cars. 

Coordinating the event is 
Frank Sapowsky who shared 
that this year’s Cars & Coffee 
is dedicated to the memory of 
Larry Muniec. 

Muniec was a big part of 
the car show community 
and had been involved in car 
shows in the area for over 10 
years. Muniec was the owner 
of a 1957 marine blue and 
white Corvette and would 
bring it to car shows. 

Muniec was also a proud 
Marine and served in Vietnam. 

Generous donations from 
the event will go to an orga-
nization that Muniec was 
proud to support, the USO. 
Sapowsky said a donation of 
$500 was sent to the Pioneer 
Valley USO. Muniec worked 
with Sapowsky and Steven 
Hawk during the annual Cars 
& Coffee event and was very 
passionate about cars and 
being a part of the show.

“He was very passionate 
about the show,” Sapowsky 
said.

There were 12 awards 
being handed out in this year’s 
Cars & Coffee show and each 
trophy was named after a 
sponsor of the show. 

Over the years, the annu-
al Cars & Coffee Show has 
grown in  par t ic ipa t ion . 
The first show took place at 
Hawk’s house and featured 15 
cars. 

Since 2022, the show 
has taken place at the Ware 
McDona lds  due  to  the 
increased popularity of the car 
show as more folks entered 
their vehicles. This year, over 
55 cars had entered and were 
judged based off body, paint, 
rarity, cleanliness, and unique-
ness. 

One of the judges for the 
show, Hawk, was excited to 
be back in Ware for the annual 
Cars & Coffee event. Hawk 
has been a fan of cars since he 
was a kid and recalls always 
going to various car shows 
with family and friends. Hawk 
and Sapowsky had entered 
cars into this year’s show. 

The 12 trophies were dis-
played on a table with the best 
in show trophy placed in the 
center. The trophy was named 
after one of the show’s spon-
sors, Sherman Oil. Rolland 
Berthiaume and his 1957 
Chevy Belair Sport Coupe 

won the Sherman Oil Best in 
Show trophy. 

Another award-winning 
vehicle in this year’s Annual 
Cars & Coffee is owned by 
veteran car show enthusi-
ast Joel “Joe” Milstead of 
Princeton. Milstead, age 82, 
has been involved with cars 
his entire life. 

“65 years of cruising,” he 
said. 

Milstead brought his 1929 
purple Ford Roadster, which 
he has owned for 65 years, a 
car he had back in high school. 
For many years, Milstead 
has traveled the entire United 
States and Canada to attend 
various car shows, hot rod 
runs, and other get togethers 
involving cars. Going to car 
shows has always been fun for 
Joe and according to him the 
best part is meeting many peo-
ple from all over the country, 
Europe and Australia. 

M i l s t e a d  r e m e m b e r s 
the first car he ever owned, 
a 1931 Model A Ford pick-
up. This was Milstead’s first 
time appearing at the Cars 
& Coffee show in Ware and 
thought the show was great to 
be a part of. Milstead and his 
Ford Roadster won the NAPA 
Award and said he plans to 
continue attending car shows 
throughout the U.S. 

“I shall return,” Milstead 
said. 

The Cars & Coffee show 
featured many vintage and 
modern vehicles with many 
owners sharing stories back 
and forth. One unique story 
behind a unique vehicle was 
told by David and Lynne 
Banks. The couple owns a 
1965 Triumph TR4A, a brand 
of car that faded away back in 

the 1980s. 
The Banks have owned the 

car for 40 years and reminds 
them old memories. The car is 
similar to a 1972 Triumph that 
was used for the couple to go 
to senior prom. After the cou-
ple got married they purchased 
a Triumph TR6.  

The current Triumph that 
entered into the Cars & Coffee 
show was bought by the cou-
ple in 1985. Inside the car was 

a scrapbook of photos, notes 
and history behind the car and 
the couple who proudly own 
it. 

David Banks said it was 
“a long process of restoring” 
this car, approximately three 
years. The time and work was 
worth it as the Banks proudly 
brought their blue Triumph to 
Ware during Cars & Coffee. 

Sponsors for this year’s 
show include Advance Auto 

6th Annual Cars & Coffee held at McDonalds

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Lynne and David Banks are shown alongside their blue 
1965 Triumph TR4A that they have owned for 40 years and 
is a rare vehicle. 

A 1969 AMC Javelin 
owned by Jeff Holmberg. 

A 1965 Ford Falcon wagon with an adorable stuffed polar 
bear in the passenger seat. 

One of many Ford Mustangs that were parked in the 
McDonalds parking lot for the 6th Annual Cars & Coffee 
show.

Parts, O’Reilly Auto Parts, 
Brad Matthew Jewelers, BP 
Pools, Tombstone Trading 
Company, Inc., Sherman Oil, 
Kent Brothers Excavating, 

S u b a g u r u ,  A m h e r s t 
Welding, NAPA Auto Parts, 
McDona ld’s  and  Edgar 
Machine Shop

Steven Hawk is shown alongside the 12 trophies and 
served as one of the Cars & Coffee show judges. 

Mike Hebert of Ware is shown alongside his 1974 Dodge 
Challenger custom that he has owned for 20 years. 
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Hasn’t the first week 
of autumn been beautiful 
weather-wise? Warm and 
sunny days will have us com-
pletely spoiled!  

Summer annuals 
continue to bloom 
even as we harvest our 
pumpkins and corn 
stalks. But alas, while 
we are enjoying, we 
must simultaneously 
prepare for what inev-
itably will come.  

My big task for 
today was deconstruct-
ing a combination 
planter so that I could (hope-
fully) overwinter the summer 
plants indoors. These includ-
ed a Hypoestes (Polka dot 
plant), two Fuchsias, and an 
Ivy Geranium.  

Over the years I’ve had 
good luck overwintering reg-
ular geraniums, Gerber dai-
sies and fuchsias, but I have 
never tried ivy geraniums or 
the finicky polka dot plant. 
According to my research, 
ivy geraniums are handled in 
a similar manner as regular 
or zonal geraniums.  

I  typ ica l ly  overwin-
ter them as a houseplant, 
in a bright sunny window. 
Sometimes they delight 
me with flowers through 
Christmas!  

When I was trying to sep-
arate the plants from my big 
planter, though, the amount 
of roots I was able to get 
from the ivy geranium was 
honestly pathetic. The plant 

looked big enough on top 
to fit in a ten inch pot, but 
the root ball, maybe enough 
roots to fit in a four inch pot.  

What am I to do? First 
thing would be to prune the 
top growth. So few roots 
would have a difficult time 
supporting all of that foliage. 
I will take off one third to 
one half of the top growth.  
And from this foliage, I will 
take some cuttings.  

Regardless of my predic-
ament, cuttings are a good 
option if you are short on 
space in front of sunny win-
dows – you can root them 
in a three or four inch pot 
placed in indirect light until 
they begin to grow! 

You can also store gera-
nium stock plant out of 
your living space. Here is 
how: Cut the plants back 
to a couple of inches above 
the crown and set them in 
the cellar, unheated rooms, 
enclosed porches or other 
spaces that don’t freeze and 
aren’t too damp. Check them 
every few weeks and water 

sparingly if necessary, never 
letting the soil dry out com-
pletely.  

When spring comes, grad-
ually begin to intro-
duce sunl ight  and 
the plant will com-
mence growth. Once 
the threat of frost has 
passed the plants can 
go outside for the sum-
mer months. If last 
year’s potting soil is 
“exhausted” of nutri-
ents, carefully repot 
the plant into new soil.  

Prune away any 
weak branches and give it 
some liquid fertilizer. For 
this situation, storage tem-
peratures can go as low as 45 
to 50 degrees.

My fuchsia extraction 
went much better than the 
geranium one did. I have 
equal roots to foliage and 
flowers. I am going to try 
and overwinter this plant in 
a northeast window, knowing 
that fuchsias don’t like bright 
sun.  

The last time I overwin-
tered one of these I got the 
plant to live into the late 
winter, long enough to take 
a cutting. The offspring 
thrived! The mother plant 
looked pretty woody, but 
apparently, if I had waited a 
little bit longer and gave it a 
light fertilization, new supple 
growth would have ensued.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Live in the moment but plan for winter!!SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I was referred to you 

to ask a question about 
Social Security benefits. 

I receive about $1,700 
a month from Social 
Security while my hus-
band receives only approx-
imately $750 monthly. Is 
he entitled to file for half 
of my Social Security as 
a monthly benefit without 
touching my amount? 

Signed: Curious Wife 

Dear Curious Wife: 
For information, spou-

sal benefits are one of 
the most misunderstood 
areas of Social Security. 
A spouse does not always 
get half of their partner’s 
Social Security benefit 
how much the spouse gets 
is determined by their age 
when the spouse benefit is 
claimed and it is always 
based upon both partner’s 
Full Retirement Age ben-
efit, regardless of when 
they actually claimed 
Social Security. 

The partner with the 
lower SS benefit  can 
only get half of the other 
spouse’s FRA amount 
if that partner takes the 
spouse benefit at or after 
their personal SS FRA. 
And each spouse’s FRA 
may be different depend-
ing on the year they were 
born. FRA today is some-
where between age 66 and 
67, depending on the per-
son’s year of birth. 

Here are two basic 
rules for a lower earn-
ing marital partner to get 
spouse benefits: 

The lower  earning 
spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment must be less than 
50% of the higher earning 
spouse’s FRA entitlement. 
FRA amounts are used, 
even if SS benefits were 
claimed earlier than or 
later than, full retirement 
age, and FRA amounts are 
frequently different than 
the monthly amounts actu-
ally being received.  

If one spouse’s FRA 
amount is less than 50% 

of the other spouse’s 
FRA amount, the differ-
ence between those two 
amounts can be added to 
the lower earning spouse’s 
SS retirement amount, to 
become their spousal ben-
efit. That may, or may not, 
equal half of the high-
er earning spouse’s FRA 
amount. 

So, if you claimed your 
Social Security exactly at 
your own full retirement 
age and your husband 
also claimed his Social 
Security exactly at his own 
full retirement age, then 
based on the numbers you 
provided your husband 
is likely entitled to about 
$850 per month, instead of 
his current $750. And that 
would not affect your own 
SS benefit in any way. 

Your FRA entitlement 
would need to be more 
than twice your husband’s 
FRA entitlement for him 
to receive a spousal boost 
from you. But if either 
of you claimed Social 
Security before (or after) 
your respective full retire-
ment ages, your husband 
would not get 50% of your 
benefit. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Should my spouse be getting half 
of my Social Security amount?

Measles are a 
serious business

All it takes is one kid 
with measles to infect 
up to 18 others in their 

classroom. With school begin-
ning soon, public health and 
education officials around the 
country are concerned about 
new outbreaks.

In the not too distant 
past, measles was consid-
ered “eliminated” in the U.S. 
because cases were almost 
unknown and 95 percent or 
more of Americans were vac-
cinated against it or had it in 
childhood. That herd immuni-
ty is slowly eroding, and our 
children are at greater risk of 
illness because of it.

Measles is one of the most 
contagious diseases out there, 
even more so than COVID 
and flu virus. It spreads 
through tiny droplets when 
people cough or sneeze, and 
can live in the air and on 
surfaces for up to two hours 
(think school desks, cafeteria 
tables, lab stations).

And while today’s mea-
sles is no more dangerous 
than before, it can still result 
in pneumonia, encephalitis 
(brain swelling) or even death 
in very young children or 
those with immunocompro-
mised systems. We’ve seen 
three deaths in Texas attribut-
ed to measles.

In addition, measles can 

leave someone with a weak-
ened immune system, mak-
ing them more susceptible to 
other infections.

Illinois generally has expe-
rienced herd immunity, with 
vaccination rates at or above 
95 percent. The state has seen 
10 cases of measles this year, 
some in Cook County and 
others in the southern part of 
the state. There’s evidence, 
however, that vaccination 
rates are dropping in some 
Chicago schools and among 
kindergartners.

Massachusetts hasn’t seen 
a single case – yet – because 
its citizens maintain a vac-
cination rate of about 98%. 
There’s evidence, however, 
that the vaccination rate is not 
as strong among incoming 
kindergartners.

We all play a role in keep-
ing our communities safe and 
healthy. The best way to keep 

the measles away from your 
child is to make sure they’ve 
had two doses of the MMR 
(measles-mumps-rubella) 
vaccine, which has been prov-
en safe and is 97% effective 
at prevention. Even if they do 
catch the virus, the illness is 
likely to be mild and short-
lived. 

That said, it’s possible 
there will be children in your 
child’s class who are unvac-
cinated and could well bring 
measles to school along with 
their homework and lunch-
box. It will be easy for them 
to infect other unvaccinated 
children, causing an outbreak. 

To help stop measles in its 
tracks:

If you’re unsure of your 
immune status and believe 
you were exposed to the mea-
sles, consult your health-care 
provider right away. An MMR 

immunity blood test can show 
whether you have measles 
antibodies. (If you were born 
before 1957, you likely had 
measles and enjoy “presump-
tive immunity.”)

Consider getting an MMR 
booster shot, especially if you 
were immunized between 
1963 and 1967. The vaccine 
used during those years was 
less effective because it was 
made from a killed rather 
than live virus. A booster is a 
harmless precaution, as long 
as your doctor says you are 
eligible to receive a live virus 
vaccine.

Regularly disinfect surfac-
es and common touchpoints, 
like door handles and light 
switches.

Keep your unvaccinat-
ed child home if any of 
these symptoms show up. 
It could be a cold or the flu, 
but it could also be measles. 
Symptoms usually appear 
seven to 14 days after expo-
sure. 

High fever
Cough
Runny nose
Red, watery eyes
White spots inside the 

mouth (Koplik spots)
A red, blotchy rash that 

starts on the face and spreads 
downward

Wait four days before 
going to a hospital to reduce 
the chance that the disease 

will be transmitted to others.
As a registered nurse and 

someone who’s worked in the 
medical field for most of my 
life, I advocate for science, 
not social media or crackpot 
theories about cod liver oil. 
(Cod liver oil, by the way, 
contains a lot of Vitamin A, 
which can be toxic in large 
doses, particularly with chil-
dren.) Measles, once someone 
has it, is incurable – it has to 
run its course. It is a virus, not 
a bacteria, so it can’t be treat-
ed with antibiotics.

Fall is approaching, and 
with it will come flu season 
and RSV season. Cases of 
COVID are already on the 
rise around the country. We 
are so lucky to live in an era 
in which vaccines can keep 
us and our children safe from 
some of the most common 
human diseases. Please take 
advantage of it.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, 
is a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate and founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   Teri offers a 
free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers 
as well as to nurses inter-
ested in becoming advo-
cates.   Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Please see GARDEN, 
page 13
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FALL CLEARANCE

$5 off $50 purchase 

$20 off $100 purchase

MUMS & ASTERS 

Assorted Pumpkins  

Hay Bales/Corn StalksHours 
TH-SU 

9-5 pm 

cash only

Order 
Holiday 

Turkeys! 

413-426-6636

1102 Center Street 

Ludlow, Massachusetts

Landscapers Welcome 

Bulk Discounts Available

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are needed 
for the Town of New Braintree for the 

2025-2026 season. Positions available 
for both CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent 

Richard Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or 
email hwysecretary@newbraintree.org.

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – For the last few 
years the Ware Library has 
offered the drop-in event 
known as Sharpie Tie Dye. 

This past Saturday was 
the time for locals to bring 
something white to decorate 
with permanent markers as 
the main tool. The Sharpie 
Tie Dye event was started by 
Children’s Room Librarian 
Cathy Goulet, who had the 
event held in the courtyard 
behind the Ware Library. 

The weather was perfect 
for guests to create some 
tie dye apparel outside. The 
library provided all the mark-
ers, the tarps that were laid 
out on the courtyard, rubbing 
alcohol to help with the tran-
sition of making tie dye, and 
additional tools to help with 
drawing and decorating. 

To help with the design 
of the tie dye, the library 

provided cups and elastics 
to help hold the shirts and 
aprons together.  

For a better surface to 
draw on the library pro-
vided cardboard panels for 
kids and adults to use and 
draw on their white T-shirts. 
There was a wide selection 
of colors when it came to the 
markers. The library received 
a donation of markers with 
more color options. 

There were a lot of white 
T-shirts being designed, but 
there were other options 
folks brought and designed. 
One family brought a box 
full of white caps to deco-
rate. The library provided 
white aprons for guests to 
design and were getting plen-
ty of color added. 

Gregory was one of the 
kids who attended Sharpie 
Tie Dye at the Ware Library 
and got creative by adding 
lots of color to his apron. 
Goulet went around the 
courtyard to help guests add 

rubbing alcohol to their tie 
dye projects. Looking around 
the courtyard, Goulet thought 
everyone who came for tie 
dye did amazing work. 

“It’s a nice picture,” 
Goulet said. 

club then decided to use the 
money they raised to reim-
burse families for the ath-
letes’ usage fee.

“Some of the families 
couldn’t pay that, so we said 
we’ll reimburse you with our 
calendars,” he said.

Swarts said the booster 
club raises money through 
the sale of calendars and con-
cessions. 

“Over the past 13 years 
we’ve sold $186,440 in cal-
endars,” he said, which 
equals over 9,000 individual 
calendars sold.

Swarts said calendars are 
currently on sale now.

He said the money from 
the calendars is distributed 
to the prizewinners, used as 
repayment for athletes’ usage 
fees, and the rest returned to 
the booster club’s account for 
future purchases.

“45% of the money that 

we raised is returned to the 
kids or the parents,” he said.

Swarts gave a breakdown 
of the concession sales, 
which average about a $6,000 
net profit each year. The 
booster club has raised over 
$77,000 in the past 13 years.

“In the past 13 years 
we’ve raised $263,878….
we’ve returned to the kids 
and the parents, $83,700,” 
Swarts said. 

Swarts also provided a 
list of purchases made by 
the booster club, including a 
score table, sound systems, 
pitching machines, football 
sleds, cheer mats, uniforms, 
user fees, basketball rebound-
er, shed, plaques, banners, 
trophies, football equip-
ment, headsets, soccer balls, 
repairs to the weight room, 
scoreboards, nets, banquets, 
pompoms, transportation, 
field materials, grills, wres-
tling mats, and much more. 
All items purchased are then 

donated to the school.
He said the booster club 

also covers the cost of the 
Ware/Palmer dinner for foot-
ball players and donates to 
senior nights.

He said the booster club 
looks forward to continuing 
to work with the school. 

Swarts thanked the club’s 
volunteers who have made all 
of this possible to benefit the 
high school’s athletes. 

“We do it out of the love 
of the sports,” he said.

Budget update
Andy Paquette of TMS, 

Inc. gave an update about the 
fiscal year 2026 budget to 
School Committee members.

He said when the budget 
was built, they used 70% of 
the current FY 25 reimburse-
ment amount to determine 
how much would be received 
to help recover the costs of 
tuition for out of district spe-
cial education placements. 

He said they are now get-
ting just over $1.2 million in 
Circuit Breaker reimburse-
ment.

“That will help because 
we have had some unantic-
ipated tuitions that we’ve 
been fiscally responsible for,” 
Paquette said.

Superintendent’s report
Interim Superintendent 

Michael Wood said they are 
in the process of creating a 
professional development 
plan to go with the school 
district’s strategic plan.

He said recent open hous-
es have been well attended 
and that he enjoyed seeing 
the families and teachers 
interact.

Wood said they have wel-
comed Assistant Principal 
Ivy Peritz to the high school. 
He said she will primarily be 
working with grades seven 
and eight, but will cover the 
entire school. 

“She’s been instrumental 
even in the short time she’s 
been here,” he said.

Wood is working with 
School Resource Officer 
Jeannine Bonnayer to plan 
lockdown drills.

Wood said he met with 
town officials regarding the 
use of Memorial Field for 
the varsity baseball team. He 
said the field needs to rest 
and the team will likely play 
at another field.

“You should have a sched-
ule, a rotation, of field rest,” 
he said.

Wood said they need to 
create a capital plan to fix the 
school’s fields, especially the 
drainage at the girls’ softball 
field.

Wood said they still need 
to hire a computer science 
teacher and media specialist 
in the high school. He said 
right now they have been 
sharing staff with the middle 
school.

Wood said he is also 
working on a draft of the 
middle school vocational 
pathway policy, which is due 
on Nov. 1. 

Regarding the school 
district’s cell phone policy, 
Wood suggested the School 
Committee wait to finalize 
the policy until the bill has 
made its way through the 
state legislation. 

Independent investigation
Winslow said the results 

of the independent investi-
gation are in the process of 
being redacted, after which 
they will be shared with 
School Committee members. 

Cell phone/dress code 
policies

The School Committee 
voted to table the approval of 
both the cell phone and dress 
code policies until a later 
meeting.

BOOSTERS from page 1

Locals got crafty with

After a fun afternoon of 
creating tie dye, guests got 
to explore their local library 
at 37 Main St. Every last 
Thursday of the month the 
Ware Library hosts Kids 
Bingo from 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
This is a free event where 
kids can play fun bingo 
games and enjoy prizes and 
snacks. Kids Bingo takes 
place in the reading room of 

the Ware Library. 
To celebrate Halloween 

the Ware Library is hosting 
the Spooktacular Pumpkin 
Decorating Party. This is a 
drop-in event where guests 
can bring their own pumpkin 
to decorate and come in cos-
tume. This event will be held 
on Tuesday, Oct. 21 from 
4:30-6 p.m. 

Sharpie Tie DyeSharpie Tie Dye

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Children’s Room Library Cathy Goulet helped guests with 
adding the rubbing alcohol which helps with the design of 
tie dye. 

Gregory is 
shown work-
ing on his 
apron during 
the Sharpie Tie 
Dye event in 
the courtyard 
of the Ware 
Library.
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Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 6, 2025

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 13, 2025.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to 
Safe(r) Computing 

For $20, learn: 
• Passwords—How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering—What is it? How to 

avoid falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot 

them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and 

what to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

BOSTON – State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (Ludlow-D) 
proudly recognized Derick 
R. Veliz, Vice Chair of the 
Warren Board of Selectmen, 
as his honoree during the 
Massachusetts Black and 
Latino Legislative Caucus’s 
annual Latino Excellence on 
the Hill celebration at the 
Massachusetts State House. 

The yearly event, held 
in the Great Hall, brings 
together legislators, com-
munity leaders, and advo-
cates to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month and to honor 
Latino trailblazers whose 
leadership and contributions 
continue to strengthen the 
Commonwealth. Each mem-
ber of the Legislature is invit-
ed to nominate an individu-
al from their district whose 
service reflects the values of 
excellence, perseverance, and 
community impact. 

In selecting Veliz, Oliveira 
highlighted both his personal 
journey and his longstanding 
dedication to public service. 

“Mr. Veliz’s journey, 
from his early years in 
Guatemala to his career 
and years of public service, 
reflects the resilience and 
determination that enrich 
our Commonwealth,” said 
Oliveira. “His distinguished 
service to the town of 

Warren, including two terms 
on the Board of Selectmen, 
where he served as Chair and 
now as Vice Chair, as well 
as his contributions on the 
Planning Board, exemplify 
the highest standards of lead-
ership and commitment to 
community.” 

The recognition under-
scores Veliz’s record of civic 
engagement and his role as 

a leader whose work has 
had a lasting impact on the 
Hampden, Hampshire, and 
Worcester District. 

“I am incredibly grateful 
for Mr. Veliz’s service and 
proud to recognize him with 
this well-deserved honor,” 
Oliveira said. “His example 
stands as a testament to the 
vital contributions of Latino 
leaders across our region and 

the Commonwealth.” 
The Latino Excellence on 

the Hill celebration remains 
one of the signature events of 
the Massachusetts Black and 
Latino Legislative Caucus, 
reaffirming the importance 
of honoring the achievements 
and leadership of Latino 
residents during Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  

Submitted Photo
Warren resident Derick Veliz (second from left) was recognized by state Sen. Jake Oliviera 
(left) as a Latino trailblazer in his community.

warren
Veliz honored during Latino Excellence on 
the Hill event

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Cemetery Commission met 
on Sept. 16 and began dis-
cussing the chain link fence 
on the western path.

C e m e t e r y  S u p e r i n -
tendent Jim McKeon said 
he heard from a neighbor of 
the cemetery and expressed 
interest in wanting to paint 
part of the chain link on the 
fence. Looking at the whole 
fence, McKeon believes it is 
best to have the whole fence 
and gates painted as parts 
are rusting. 

McKeon described the 
size of the gates and thinks 
it’s best to do the whole 
fence with fresh paint. The 
project would take up a 
lot of paint since there are 
10-foot sections. The neigh-
bor brought up doing the 
top rail but the Cemetery 
Commission agreed with 
McKeon that the whole 
fence should be done. 

McKeon will look into 
the project further and dis-
cuss the project with the 
Highway Department. The 
superintendent wants to see 
if the town has sprayers for 
the paint. 

Superintendent report
McKeon gave his super-

intendent report and said it 
has been a busy summer for 
the cemetery. A total of four 
cremations had taken place 
and there are upcoming 
cremations happening in 
September. Over the sum-
mer the cemetery had two 
full burials. 

Bushes on the premises 
were trimmed and McKeon 
is trying to find out the con-
dition of the drain valve in 
one of the older sections of 
the cemetery. 

Over in South Warren, 
McKeon is trying to keep 
the cemetery mowed con-
sistently, and the historical 

commission found a com-
pany to fix a row of stones. 
The Commission wanted to 
know more about the com-
pany who helps rearrange 
stones that are leaning. 

Spraying stones is still 
continuing and McKeon is 
hoping to find the time for 
more stone spraying. 

Cemetery Commission 
Cha i r  Wi l l i am Brunk 
asked about clearing the 
stone wall from any over-
growth by the South Warren 
Cemetery. This type of proj-
ect wants to be completed 
while the fall weather is still 
steady. 

Perpetual care
T h e  C e m e t e r y 

Commission discussed 
the subject of paying for 
a repaving project in the 
flagpole area. In previous 
meetings, the commission 
was looking into a funding 
source to help pay for this 
paving project. Clerk Cindy 
Baxter brought up the 
source of perpetual care and 
it is possible for the com-
mission to use funds from 
this source to pay for the 
project.

“The improving part is 
what we’re talking about,” 
Baxter said, who believes 
the Commission is leaning 
more towards perpetual 
care. 

The use of perpetual 
care is to fix an area in the 
cemetery. The commission 
voted and approved the use 
of perpetual care for the 
paving around the flagpole 
area. 

T h e  C e m e t e r y 
Commission will  meet 
on Oct. 20 at 4 p.m. The 
Commission briefly talk-
ed about agenda items for 
their next meeting includ-
ing correcting stones that 
are leaning, tree work, and 
continued maintenance to 
the cemeteries as the colder 
weather approaches. 

Cemetery Commission 
approved use of 
perpetual care

take place at 5:30 p.m. on 
Oct. 11 with a rain date of 
Oct. 12.

Author visit
On Saturday, Oct. 18 at 

11 a.m., author David Payne 
will read from “Anthropods”, 
a collection of nineteen short 
stories which blur the lines 
between what we know 
and understand and what is 
alien, foreign, and strange. 
Inanimate objects, figments 
of the imagination, a voice 
without a body, a spider 
weaving a web in a window.

These  an th ropods  – 

objects and animals given 
human-like traits and feel-
ings – are glimpses into 
worlds just on the edge of 
our own, some of them closer 
than others. 

Story Time
Meet at the library on 

Wednesdays for Story Time 
at 10:30 a.m. to play and 
then enjoy stories at 11 a.m. 
with art and science projects 
to follow. Registration is not 
mandatory but it’s extremely 
helpful in our planning and 
providing adequate materials

Pickleball at Goddard Park
Paddles and balls are 

ava i lab le  a t  the  Pa ige 
Memorial  Library,  next 
door to Goddard Park, and 
can be checked out during 
open  hou r s :  Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 2-7 p.m., 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

For more information call 
the Parks and Recreation 
C o m m i t t e e :  G a i l  A n n 
Anderson, Chair, 978-257-
4107, James Broussard, and 
Kristin Doucas.

For more information 
about library events and to 
sign up to hold your place, 
email Director.paigelibrary@
gmail.com or call 413-477-
6704.  

LIBRARY from page 2Holy Cross 
church hosts 
school supply 
drive

WARE – Holy Cross 
PNCC is collecting school 
supplies to be donated 
to students at local Ware 
schools. 

Dona t ions  can  be 
brought to Holy Cross 
PNCC, 61 Maple St., on 
Sunday mornings during 
the 8 a.m. Holy Mass, 
after Mass in the Church 
Hall, or anytime to the 
rectory located on the 
right side of the church.
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

BEAT
THE COMING

TARIFF
PRICE
HIKES!

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

FALL

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

lb
$298

$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/2/25-10/8/2510/2/25-10/8/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ..............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN GORTON’S

CRUNCHY BREADED 
FISH PORTIONS 50 OZ BAG ................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREME 
WHIPPED CHEESECAKE 24 OZ ....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK................

$159USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$188
lb

lb

$599USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ....................... lb

lb
$335

$299

lb88¢

$129

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

$649
lb

lb

$1199
lb

CUT 
FREE

FROZEN CHICKEN SALE

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

down from the role as Chief 
of Police, Ayotte feels the 
police department is in good 
hands under the leadership of 
newly appointed Chief Kevin 
Landine. 

According to Ayotte, 
Landine has been a dedi-
cated officer of the law and 
is a good fit for the role of 
Police Chief. Ayotte worked 
with Landine for 20 years 
and witnessed him work up 
through the ranks and was 
ready to take the role as 
Chief. 

Landine said working 
with Ayotte was a privi-
lege and was always a lead-
er, making sure the police 
department was running well 
and trusted his fellow law 
enforcement officers. 

“He trusted me and my 
role,” Landine said. 

Landine  sa id  Ayot te 
taught him respect and 
empathy towards people and 
is dedicated to continue to 
support the communities as 
Chief of Police and contin-
ue running the police depart-
ment, which he describes as 
the “footprint of our town.” 

During his retirement 
party, Ayotte admitted many 
feelings of thanks and said 
its “overwhelming to see all 
the family, friends and mem-
ber of both communities” 
who came out to celebrate 
him and his career. 

Ay o t t e  w i l l  a l w a y s 
remember trying to inspire 
young  k ids  and  be ing 
involved in Christmas for 
Kids. He will  miss his 
coworkers and members of 
the community.

H a r d w i c k  T o w n 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J u s t i n e 
Caggiano was one of many 
guests at Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club to give speech-
es during Ayotte’s retirement 
party and said people in the 
town respected him as the 
Chief of Police. 

William Tinker of the 
Hardwick Select Board said 
Ayotte was great and out-
standing officer and chief for 
both the towns and is one of 
the hardest jobs a person can 
have. 

“A good person you want 
as the chief,” Tinker said. 

Tinker also commented 

that the town is proud in hav-
ing Landine as their newly 
appointed Police Chief. 

Executive Director of 
the Massachusetts Chiefs 
of Police Association Mike 
Bradley attended Ayotte’s 
retirement party and present-
ed a watch to Ayotte during 
speeches. During Landine’s 
speech, he talked about how 
Ayotte contributed to the 
police department and to the 
communities. 

“He helped move the 

d e p a r t m e n t  f o r w a r d ,” 
Landine said. 

Landine  presented a 
plaque and clock to Ayotte, 
who brief ly spoke and 
expressed much thanks for 
this acknowledgement. 

Caggiano came up for 

her speech and shared how 
she saw how the Town of 
Hardwick looked up to Jim. 
Ayotte was the kind of per-
son who always wanted to 
check in with town staff. 
When talking about his 40 
years of service, Caggiano 
feels this celebration of 
Ayotte is well deserved. 
Caggiano and the Hardwick 
Select Board presented a 
p laque  commemorat ing 
Ayotte’s years of service to 
the Town of Hardwick. 

The New Braintree Select 
Board :  Joe  Chenever t , 
Dennis Letendre, Jr and 
Michael McQueston came up 
to present a plaque to Ayotte 
and shared some stories 
about working with Jim and 
his time in the Hardwick-
N ew  B r a i n t r e e  P o l i c e 
Department.

On behalf of state Sen. 
Peter Durant, Kim Mongeau 
attended the retirement party 
and presented Ayotte with a 
citation from the Senate. 

S t a t e  R e p .  D o n n i e 
Berthiaume came up next to 
speak and mentioned he and 
Ayotte went through school 
together. Berthiaume said 
Ayotte made a big impres-
sion on the people and the 
towns he served and was pre-
sented with a citation from 
the House of Representative 
that recognizes his 40 years 
of service as a police officer. 

The Hardwick Police 
Association had a funny gift 
to present to Ayotte, which 
was a photograph of a cus-
tom Glock. Ayotte posed 
with the photograph in 
laughter. 

Landine came back up to 
thank everyone who attended 
the party and said this cel-
ebration is a “testament of 
who Jim was.” Ayotte looks 
forward to enjoying his 
retirement and plans to enjoy 
life and wants to travel to 
new places.

“Non-stressful events…
that is retirement,” Ayotte 
said.

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Senior Center 
will be offering a raffle of 
a Philips 65-inch flat screen 
TV, (4K UHD), with tickets 
available at the Thrift Store 
in the Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. 

Raffle tickets are $5 per 
ticket and the drawing will 
be held on Dec. 15.

The Friends are also 
selling their lotto calendars 

now until Oct. 31. Tickets 
are $10 per lotto calendar 
and people have a chance to 
win every day in November. 

Lotto calendars can be 
acquired at the Ware Senior 
Center, Nat Falk, Crystal 
Springs, Ware Library and 
the Ware branch of the 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank. Ticket stubs and pay-
ment need to be placed in 
the drop off box at the Ware 
Senior Center.

Friends of Ware Senior
Center announce fundraisers

RETIREMENT from page 1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
James Ayotte is shown alongside retired police officer 
Mike Sweet.

James Ayotte (right) received a plaque from the New 
Braintree Select Board: Joe Chenevert, Dennis Letendre Jr. 
and Michael McQueston. 

WARE – Fall is here and 
what better way to enjoy 
the cozy fall weather than 
with crafts.

Do you have craft mate-
rials that you no longer 
use, or that are turning 
into a collection of “maybe 
someday” items? The Ware 
Library, 37 Main St., wel-
come you to swap those 
old/unused craft supplies 
out for new (to you) ones.

The library is host-
ing a Craft Supply Swap 
in the Reading Room on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Simply 
bring an item (or several) 

and swap them for some-
thing else. 

The Craft Supply Swap 
is free to the public and 
there is no registration 
required; just drop in.

The l ibrary is  a lso 
accepting donations of any 
craft supplies in advance, 
both for the swap and for 
the library craft programs. 
Bring any supplies to the 
circulation desk.

Follow the library on 
Facebook for updates, call 
413-967-5491, or email 
warelibrary1881@gmail.
com with any questions.

Library hosts craft supply 
swap on Oct. 18

BARRE – Be part of 
Barre’s Town Wide Sale 
this Saturday, Oct. 4 from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

The Masonic Hall, 71 
Pleasant St., will be on 
the map and there is space 
available for community 
members to sell their items. 
Reserve a space at the hall 

for $15 by calling Jane 
Whitmore at 978-413-0775 
or Dolly Bacon at 508-826-
7537.

During the Town Wide 
Yard  Sa le ,  the  Barre 
Rainbow Girls and Cradle 
Rock will be selling hot 
dogs, drinks and baked 
goods.

Yard sale space available at 
Masonic hall on Oct. 4
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Good Neighbor DayGood Neighbor Day
Olivia was safe at second base 
despite Sawyer Blake’s attempts to 
get her out. 

RIGHT: Maddy warmed 
up for the kickball game 

with a cartwheel.

Maddy prepared to kick 
the ball to get on base.

Levi Ramirez 
coached his 
teammates 
from second 
base.

Levi Ramirez advanced to third base.

A thank you card station 
was set up for community 
members to write notes 
to their neighbors.

Levi Ramirez pitched the ball.

Fidelity Bank intern 
Camron Cooper provided 
complimentary frozen 
treats during the kickball 
game.

Melissa Santiago, 
Community Relations 
Representative for 
Western Massachusetts 
for the Behavioral Health 
Help Line shared infor-
mation and resources at 
her table.

Sage ran in a point for her team.
Levi Ramirez passed the ball to Andrew Shaw to get 
Penny out at first base

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Andrew Shaw caught a fly ball.

Stuart Beckley kept his eye on his 
teammates as he ran to third base.
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Panthers edge Indians with 1-0 shutout
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

W A R E —  H a r p e r 
Brouillette is one of the 
eighth graders on the Palmer 
girls’ varsity soccer team. 

Just when it began to 
look like the Lady Panthers 
only meeting of the regular 
season with archrival Ware 
would end in a scoreless tie, 
Brouillette became the hero. 
She netted her team-leading 
fourth goal of the regular 
season with a little more than 
ten minutes remaining in 
regulation, giving the Lady 
Panthers a 1-0 non-league 
victory over the Lady Indians 
at Veterans’ Field in Ware, 
last Tuesday night.

“Anytime that a young 
player can put the ball into 
the back of the net and give 
us a win it’s a great thing,” 
said Palmer head coach 
Celso Sandoval. “This is the 
first time that Harper has 
scored a goal against Ware 
as a varsity player. I’m very 
happy for her.”

The Lady Panthers (2-4-
1), who are members of the 
Pioneers North Division, had 
gone 0-4-1 in their previ-
ous five matches since post-
ing a 2-0 shutout victory at 
Greenfield High School in 
the season opener.

“We’ve lost our previous 
two games by only one goal,” 
Sandoval said. “We’re a very 
young team and we’ve been 
slowly improving this year.”

It has been more than 
five years since the Lady 
Panthers suffered a loss in 
the rivalry series.

“All of the players on both 
teams grew up playing soccer 

with and against each other,” 
Sandoval said. “I don’t 
remember the last time that 
we lost to Ware in girls’ soc-
cer. It always feels great to 
beat them, especially on their 
home field.”

While the Lady Panthers 
don’t have any seniors list-
ed on their varsity roster, it 
was the final time that the 
three Ware seniors played a 
regular season match in the 
r i v a l r y series. The 

Lady Indians three senior 
tri-captains are Isabella 
Cotaj, Olivia DiRienzo, and 
Madisyn Slattery.

“It’s very disappoint-
ing not to celebrate a win 
against your rivals, especial-
ly for the three seniors,” said 
Ware head coach Morgan 
Toelken. “The three of them 

did the best that they could 
in tonight’s game. We just 
couldn’t put the ball into the 
back of the net.”    

The Lady Indians, who 
are in the Pioneer South 
Division, had a 2-5 overall 
record following their fourth 
consecutive setback. They 
won back-to-back games 

against Hoosac Valley (2-1) 
and Springfield Central (5-1) 
at the beginning of the regu-
lar season.

Both teams had sever-
al scoring chances during 
the first 40 minutes of last 
Tuesday’s contest, but it was 
still scoreless at halftime.

The Lady Panthers put 
a lot of pressure on Ware 
junior keeper Emily Jones 
(18 saves) during the first 
ten minutes of the opening 
half. Jones received plenty of 
support from her defense led 
by freshman Naomi Torres, 
sophomore Molly McGrail, 
sophomore Amelia Orszulak, 
and junior Reaghan Jacobs.

P a l m e r  f r e s h m a n 
Anabelle Ladue had a shot 
attempt that sailed wide of 

the net and another one 
that deflected off the 

crossbar. 
Palmer eighth grade 

goalie Cora Lachance 
only had to make 
five saves in posting 
her second career 
shutout in a varsity 
game.

“ T h i s  i s 
Cora’s  fi rs t 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

C L I N T O N — J u n i o r s 
Jacoby Dilling and Alijah 
Flint are the two players 
listed on Quabbin Regional 
boys’ varsity soccer ros-
ter that Clinton head coach 
Alvaro DaSilva was the most 
concerned about entering 
last Thursday’s Mid-Wach D 
match-up.

Flint, who’s the Panthers 
starting goalkeeper, made 
several outstanding saves in 
the first half, Dilling, who’s 
the Panthers leading goal 
scorer, assisted on a goal at 
the start of the second half. 

I t  wo u n d  u p  b e i n g 
Quabbin’s only goal, as the 
Gaels scored a 4-1 home win 
on a rainy afternoon.

“When we were preparing 
for today’s game, we knew 
that number seven (Dilling) 
for Quabbin was probably 
going to be a factor. He can 
score from anywhere on the 
field. We wanted someone 
else to beat us other than 
him,” DaSilva said. “The 
Quabbin goalie is also very 
good. He made a couple of 
incredible saves. The game 
was a lot closer than the final 
score indicates. Quabbin 
played very hard against us.”

It was the first meeting 
on the soccer pitch between 
the two teams since the end 
of the 2023 regular season. 
Clinton (3-3-1) also won 
that contest by the same 4-1 

score.
The Panthers had a 2-4-1 

overall record following last 
Thursday’s match, but they 
had gone 2-1-1 in their previ-
ous four games.

“I felt like we could have 
played a little bit better in 
today’s game, especially 
during the first half,” said 
Quabbin first-year varsity 
coach Bill Crowther. “We 
did move the ball a lot better 
during the second half. Alijah 
also did the best that he could 
to keep us in the game.”   

The three goals scored 
during the first 40 minutes of 
the match were by the home 
squad. 

S e n i o r  A l e j a n d r o 
Pimentel ,  who received 
a pass from junior Samuel 
Medeiers, scored Clinton’s 
first goal by putting a shot 
into the right corner of the 
net during the 12th minute.

Flint (15 saves) made a 
couple of saves before senior 
Bryan Costa put another shot 
into the net giving the Gaels 
a 2-0 advantage with ten 
minutes remaining in the first 
half.

During the 34th minute, a 
shot attempt by sophomore 
Brayan Villegas, who assist-
ed on Costa’s goal, took a 
high bounce on the wet grass 
and went into the net past the 
Panthers keeper.

“We’re a young team 

Panthers fall in road 
match to Clinton

Cougars suffer three 
straight defeats

WARREN – Last  week,  the 
Quaboag Regional High School field 
hockey suffered a 5-1 defeat against 
Northbridge. It was the third straight 
as they also suffered losses against 
Nipmuc and Blackstone Valley. The 
Cougars are now 2-4-2 on the season. 
The Cougars will travel to Leicester 
on Friday, Oct. 3 at 3:30 p.m. On 
Tuesday, Oct. 7, the Cougars will have 
a rematch against Nipmuc on the road.

Kynlee Miller makes the back-
hand stop.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Stephanie Swistak receives a pass.

Jose Hescock keeps the momentum going up 
the field.

Lexi Kelly makes a defensive play and heads up the 
field.

Lexi Gauthier makes the 
stop.

Offense 
soars in 
Pathfinder 
boys 
soccer win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—The weather 
might have been a little bit 
gloomy last Wednesday after-
noon, but it was all sunshine 
for the Pathfinder Tech boys’ 
varsity soccer team.

Led by senior Adonis 
Dupre, the Pioneers overcame 
an early 1-0 deficit to defeat 
the Pioneer Valley Chinese 
Immersion Charter School 
Dragons, 7-1, in a non-league 
home match.

“They scored an early goal 
against us, but we weren’t 
really nervous about it,” 
Dupre said. “We were able to 
take control of the game very 
quickly after that.”

It turned out to be a very 
memorable afternoon for 
Dupre, who finished the home 
contest with a career-high 
four goals and two assists.

“I’ve never scored four 
goals in a game before,” said 
Dupre, who recorded his first 
hat-trick in another one-sid-
ed home match against Drury 
High School last October. 
“I’m very grateful to have this 
opportunity to play for this 
soccer team.”

Dupre  is  one of  the 

Callie 
Cygan 

plays the 
ball off her 

chest. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Isabella Cotaj competes with a Palmer player for the ball.

Amelia 
Orszulak heads 
up the field.

Please see PATHFINDER, 
page 10

Please see 
INDIANS, 

page 11

Please see PANTHERS,
 page 12
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BARRE – Last Monday afternoon, 
Quabbin Regional Middle School 
girls soccer was in action, facing off 
with Fitchburg. The Panthers will 
next be in action on Monday, Oct. 6 
against Murdock High School on the 
road at 4 p.m.

Middle school girls soccer action

McKenna Rengo sends the ball ahead of an opponent.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Maggie Leander makes a quick 
pass.

Adalyn McHugh makes her way through a pair of defenders.

Kayla Despres takes the ball and 
heads toward the opposite end.

Ayla Clark heads off a defender. Hazel Serra advances forward after 
evading a defender.

WINCHESTER, N.H. 
- Monadnock Speedway 
closed out its 55th summer 
of racing Saturday, with 
a huge crowd cheering as 
solid car counts in seven 
unique divisions battled for 
the final points and brag-
ging rites earned during the 
long and successful sum-
mer of excitement on the 
high banks of the Great 
Race Place.

Along with Weekly 
Racing Series champion-
ships and memorable high 
finishes atop the 2025 divi-
sional points parades to be 
decided at the speedway;s 
2025 season finale at the 
storied quarter-mile, the 
Teddy Bear Pools and Spas 
Triple Crown final event, 
postponed by rain a week 
earlier, was at stake too.

Longtime pace truck 
driver Leo Martin led the 
All States Material Group 
604 Modifieds to the green 
for the final time Saturday, 
Andrew Brousseau and 
Joey Jarvis, both 2025 fea-
ture winners, sat up front. 
But not for long.

Blasting off from fourth 
on the grid, Leary was 
in front before lap one 
was completed, and he’d 
never look back en route 
to victory. Having early 
set fast time with a lap of 
12.207 seconds, Leary was 
untouchable.

Ty Leclerc kept him 
close until giving way 
to Robie, who’d started 
at the back after missing 
qualifying, on lap 32 but 
Leary would not be denied. 
Robie’s strong run netted 
him the 2025 track cham-
pionship as well the Teddy 
Bear Pools crown, and 
Leclerc ended his season 
in third.

A year  ago,  Chr is 
Riendeau had a magi-
cal season en route to the 
Monadnock Speedway 

Super Street championship. 
This summer, that magic 
belonged to second-genera-
tion ace Dylan Zullo.

Firing from row three 
in the Twin State Truck 
Services  50- lap main 
event,  Zullo took the 
lead from JD Stockwell 
Saturday and soared off to 
his sixth win of the season 
and, with it, his first career 
track championship. Justin 
Beecher’s runner-up finish 
earned him the Teddy Bear 
Pools title, and Stockwell 
held strong for third.

Cameron Sontag closed 
out his Fabian Fuels Mini 
Stock season with a flour-
ish Saturday. Taking the 
lead from Claremont reg-
ular Dick LaMotte on lap 
18, the Sterling, Mass. hot 
shoe outran Jon Fultz to 
the checkers and his sec-
ond win of the season.

Fultz’s second-place 
run earned him his first 
Monadnock track champi-
onship and the Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas Triple Crown 
championship, and Julia 
Kendall was a strong third 
in the season finale.

Markus O’Neil led early 
in the Brattleboro Towing 
and Recovery Pure Stock 
feature, but he had a swarm 
of potent challengers flying 
in his shadow, none more 
ominous than the dynam-
ic duo of Kyle Kenny 
and Carlos Grenier as the 
20-car field went to war.

Kenny held the deuce 
spot  by lap five,  but 
Grenier had plans of his 
own. Gordon Farnum’s 
bid for four wins in a row 
fell by the wayside in a 
lap-three caution, and 
Grenier - crowned cham-
pion of Claremont’s Ridge 
Runners the night before, 
took charge on lap 13 and 

Robie, Zullo crowned 
champs at Monadnock

Extra roster 
spots open in 
fall baseball 
league

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League fall session is under-
way with just two games 
played. Due to injuries and 
other obligations, a small 
number of roster spots have 
opened up on teams and the 
league would like to add a 
few more players for the 
remainder of the fall cam-
paign.

Games are Sundays at 
10 a.m. for the remainder 
through Nov. 2. Anyone 
interested in registering can 
go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org and click on the 
registration link. There are 
six games remaining in the 
season and the fee to play in 
the remaining games will be 
prorated for any player who 
joins. Players looking to join 
should be age 28 or older.

For more information 
or to ask any questions, 
contact Greg Scibelli at 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com.

four players listed on the 
Pathfinder Tech boys’ varsi-
ty soccer roster who attends 
Palmer High School, which 
is located about a mile down 
the street. They’re allowed 
to play for the Pioneers, who 
are coached by David Wilson 
and Joe Bouchie, as part of a 
co-op.

“I love playing soccer and 
I wish that we had our own 
soccer team at Palmer High 
School, but I’m very thankful 
for this co-op,” added Dupre, 
who joined the varsity soccer 
team as a freshman. “When I 
was a freshman, I didn’t real-
ize that Palmer had a co-op 
with Pathfinder, so I joined 
the soccer team a couple of 
games into the season. I’ve 
improved a lot during the 
past four years.”

The other three players 
from Palmer High School 
listed on this year’s Pioneers 
varsity soccer roster are 

senior Jaleel Roman, junior 
Owen Pear, and freshman 
Abees Castillo-Clotter.

Dupre, Pear, and Roman 
are the Pioneers captains, 
along with junior Cayden 
Bousquet.

While the other three cap-
tains were selected by the 
coaching staff prior to the 
start of the regular season, 
Dupre was named as a cap-
tain before his team’s road 
match against Bi-County 
East rival Ware on September 
18. That match ended in a 
2-2 draw.

During the winter, Dupre 
is a member of the Palmer 
boys’ varsity basketball 
team, but soccer has always 
been his favorite sport.

The home victory against 
the Dragons improved the 
Pioneers overall  season 
record to 3-4-1. They had 
gone 0-3-1 in their previous 
four matches, which were all 
played on the road.

The Pioneers have qual-

ified for both the Western 
Mass. tournament and the 
Division 5 state tournament 
each year Dupre that has 
been a member of the varsity 
soccer team. 

Roman and Matthew 
Kenyon are the other two 
seniors listed on the Pioneers 
roster.  

Because the  Pioneer 
Valley Chinese Immersion 
Charter School doesn’t have 
a girls soccer team there are 
several girls listed on the 
boys varsity roster.

The visitors from Hadley 
took a 1-0 lead during the 
eighth minute of the open-
ing half when senior Aidan 
Betournay received a pass 
from junior Kai Petit-Darling 
before putting a wide open 
shot into the right corner of 
the net past freshman goal-
ie Elijah Hodge, who made 
three saves.

Hodge was replaced by 
junior Gavin Peters (2 saves) 
during the 63rd minute.

In a span of two minutes, 
the Pioneers went from trail-
ing 1-0 to taking a 3-1 lead.

Dupre began the scoring 
spree with a shot attempt 
that deflected off the hands 
of freshman goalie Grace 
Rachele (7 saves) into the 
right corner of the net tying 
the contest at one.

Junior Brody Wetnicka, 
who had been a defend-
er, was a starting midfield-
er for the first time against 
the Dragons (2-4). He was 
credited with the assist on 
Dupre’s first goal of the 
match.

About a minute later, 
Dupre fired another shot into 
the back of the net giving his 
team a 2-1 lead.

Then Castillo-Clotter, 
who assisted on the Pioneers’ 
second goal, scored the first 
of his two goals thirty sec-
onds later. Dupre was credit-
ed with the assist.

The Dragons had a cou-
ple of scoring chances late in 

the first half, but the Pioneers 
held a 3-1 halftime advan-
tage.

Castillo-Clotter netted his 
second goal of the match, 
which was assisted by junior 
Ian Sauri-Neves, on a floater 
that landed in the left corner 
three minutes into the second 
half.        

Then Dupre delivered a 
pass to Wetnicka, who blast-
ed a shot into the back of the 
net extending the Pioneers 
advantage to 5-1 during the 
49th minute. It was also 
Wetnicka’s first goal in a var-
sity game.

Pathfinder Tech’s final 
two goals of the match 
were scored by Dupre, who 
entered this week’s action 
with a team-leading eight 
goals. 

Roman, who assisted on 
Dupre’s final goal, scored 
four goals in the first eight 
regular season matches.

PATHFINDER from page 9

Roster takes 
shape for T-Birds

SPRINGFIELD  –  St . 
Louis  Blues  President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General Manager  Doug 
Arms t rong   announced 
today that the Blues have 
assigned 18 players to 
their AHL affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, 
including forwards  Nikita 
Alexandrov, Sam Bitten, 
Hugh McGing,  Matthew 
Peca,  Juraj Pekarcik,  Dylan 
P e t e r s o n , S i m o n 
R o b e r t s s o n ,  J a k u b 
Stancl,  Sam Stange,  Nikita 
Susuev, and  Christopher 
Wa g n e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h 

d e f e n s e m e n   M i c h a e l 
B u c h i n g e r ,   Q u i n t o n 
B u r n s ,   M a r c - A n d r e 
G a u d e t ,  S a m u e l 
Johannesson,  and  Anthony 
Kehrer, and goaltenders Will 
C r a n l e y   a n d   Va d i m 
Zherenko. 

The T-Birds open their 
preseason slate on Friday, 
October 3, when they visit 
the Providence Bruins at 
7:05 p.m. at Amica Mutual 
Pavilion. They host their 
lone preseason game on 
Sunday, October 5 at the 
MassMutual Center, with 
puck drop set for 3:05 p.m.

W E S T F I E L D  – 
Westfield State University 
scored a pair of touchdowns 
on blocked punts on the 
way to a 31-22 win over 
Worcester State University 
in a Massachusetts State 
C o l l e g i a t e  A t h l e t i c 
Conference football win at 
Alumni Field on Saturday 
afternoon.

Westfield improves to 
2-2 overall and 2-1in the 
MASCAC, while Worcester 
is 0-3, 0-2 in the MASCAC.

Owls were led by 110 
yards rushing from first-
y e a r  f u l l b a c k  M a n ny 
Mengata, and got six catch-
es for 88 yards from wide-

out Will Brewster.
The two offenses were 

rarely the headline grabbers 
in the game as five of the 
scores came from the two 
teams’ defenses and special 
teams.

Westfield led 10-0 with 
46 seconds left in the first 
half after a 27-yard field 
goal from Andrew Currier 
and then a 6-yard TD run 
from Aiden Fausek.

But Worcester got them-
selves on the board on the 
ensuing kickoff, as the 
Lancers’ Gavin Hatfield 
took the kick at his own 
two yard line, juked his way 
to the left side of the field 

and outran everyone for a 
98-yard TD return.

The Owls looked to 
get instant revenge, block-
ing the extra point try with 
Andrew Lovell picking up 
the loose ball and running 
it back for an apparent 2-pt 
conversion fo the Owls, but 
two flags flew on the play 
negating the score.   The 
Lancers second chance at an 
extra point was foiled by a 
bad snap.

Westfield marched the 
ball down the field on the 
next possession to give 
Currier a chance for a 

Owls football keeps winning

Please see RACE, page 11

Please see OWLS, page 11

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

Member SPIC > edwardjones.com    

Hunter E. Boody ChFC
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875

Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody, ChFC®

Financial Advisor
1448 Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
413-289-1875
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor

1448 Main St 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-289-1875

Finding your name in Forbes is an honor – and 
Hunter Boody is happy to share that he is among 
300 Edward Jones financial advisors across the 
U.S. to have achieved Forbes’ Top Next-Gen 
Best-In-State 2025 ranking.

These are the next generation of leaders, 
all younger than 40 with at least four years 
of experience. Forbes selected these financial 
advisors for its 2025 ranking based upon 
qualitative criterion — mostly gained through 
telephone, virtual, and in-person due diligence 
interviews — as well as quantitative data.

It’s his honor to share this news with 
you. Congratulations to his fellow Edward 
Jones financial advisors who also made this 
distinguished list.

2025 Forbes Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors 
Best-in-State in Massachusetts, published August 
2025, research by SHOOK Research LLC, data 
as of March 2025. Compensation provided for 
using, not obtaining, the rating. The rating is not 
based on quality of investment advice, investment 
performance or client feedback.

sports

Emily Jones smothers a 
save.

year playing for the varsity 
team and she’s still learning,” 
Sandoval said. “She’s been 
improving in every game, 
which is very exciting.”

In the middle of the first 
half, Cotaj fired a shot from 
the right side, which was 
saved by Lachance.

The Lady Panthers had 
a very good scoring chance 
late in the half when junior 
Addyson  Pe t r a shewicz 
weaved around a couple of 
defenders before taking 
a shot which was saved by 
Jones, who made six of her 
saves during the first half.

Petrashewicz, who’s the 
only junior on the varsity 
team, is the Lady Panthers 
captain. She also anchors 
the defensive unit along 
with eighth grader Shiloh 
Kibbe, eighth grader Lainey 
Haley, and sophomore Lillian 
Pronovost,

Brouillette, who is the 
Lady Panthers leading goal 
scorer this season, had sev-
eral shots on goal during the 
first 20 minutes of the second 
half. She finally broke the ice 
with a breakaway shot that 

Madisyn Slattery pushes a pass away ahead of an oppo-
nent taking control.

Naomi Torres eyes a teammate up the field as an opponent 
looms.

sailed into the back of the net 
during the 67th minute. 

“We had a lot of shots 
before Harper finally scored 
late in the second half,” 
Sandoval said. “She’s a very 
hard worker just like all the 
other players on the team.”

The only goal of the 
match was assisted by Ladue

The two rivals could 
face each other again in the 
Western Mass. tournament 
and in the Division 5 state 
tournament.

INDIANS from page 9

never looked back.
Kenny’s second-place 

finish earned the talented 
young Green Mountain 
State pilot his first career 
t r a c k  c h a m p i o n s h i p , 
and O’Neil’s rock-solid 
night’s work brought him 
home third, just ahead of 
Kyle Boniface and Jimmy 
Zellman. Grenier captured 
the Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas Triple Crown cham-
pionship.

Travis Hollins earned 
the 2025 Six Shooter 
championship by the slim-
mest of margins. Entering 
Saturday’s season finale, 
he trailed 2024 champ 
Michael Yeaton by two 
points, then pulling even 
with his heat race win to 
be dead even as the feature 
went green.

Hollins led all the way 
in the Six Shooter main 
event, holding off the hard 
charging Yeaton to win 
his first career champion-
ship. With Yeaton second, 
Josh Brigham was third in 
Saturday’s 25-lapper.

Matt Robinson took the 
lead on lap 11 of the Pro 
V8 Sportsman feature and 
sped off to his first career 
win on the high banks. 
Scott Riggleman - a reg-
ular at Wall Stadium in 
New Jersey, was second, 
and Stephen Dubois came 
home third. The exciting 
full-fendered division will 
compete eight times next 
summer on the high banks.

Sofia Rego led all the 
way in the final Doug’s 
Auto Body Young Guns 
event of the year. It was 
Rego’s fourth victory in 
the youth division. Maya 
Bell was second Saturday, 
and seven-time 2025 win-
ner Hunter Duquette was 
third, before later scoring 
a top ten finish in the Pure 
Stocks.

RACE from page 10

47-yard field goal try at the 
buzzer, but the kick was 
wide left and the Owls took 
a 10-6 lead into the half.

Wo r c e s t e r  g r a b b e d 
the lead, 13-10 after Cam 
Goodrich got a charity hop 
on a Westfield State fumble 
and scooted 72 yards for a 
TD early in the third quar-
ter.     Westfield answered a 
few minutes later, as Nick 
Gauger broke through the 
line to block a lancers punt, 
and Tafari Proctor scooed 
the ball up and returned it 
seven yards for an Owls 
touchdown and a 17-13 
lead.

A couple of series later, 
Worcester took advantage 
of another short field after 
an Owls fumble, capping a 
5-play, 35-yard drive with a 
2-yard touchdown run from 
Jermaine Norfleet to grab a 
20-17 lead.

Wes t fie ld  answered 
early in the fourth quar-
ter, marching 75 yards in 
10 plays with Mengata 
punching it in from nine-
yards out to take a 24-20 
lead after Currier added the 
extra point.

Westfield built the lead 
to 31-20 after pinning the 
Lancers back in their own 
end, and forcing a punt 
from tight formation with 
ball at their own 1 yard line, 
Westfield’s Budder Ferreira 
not only blocked the punt, 
but smothered it in the end-

zone for the touchdown 
with 8:37 left in the game.

The Owls had the oppor-
tunity to run the clock out 
late, but after a 3-and-out 
in their own end, the punt 
snapped sailed out of the 
back of the end zone for a 
Worcester safety to trim the 
lead to 31-22.

We s t f i e l d  s a c k e d 
Worcester State quarter-
back twice on the ensuing 
possession, and ultimately 
forced Worcester to turn the 
ball over on downs and the 
Owls ran out the clock for 
the win.

Westfield State’s defense 
held the Lancers to just 92 
yards of total offense, and 
-43 yards on the ground.

The Owls sacked Ayotte 
six times for a total loss of 
46 yards with Ferreira and 
Aydan Verba each racking 
up 1.5 sacks, and Chase 
Goldberg, Justyn Gardener 
and Emerson Ysnardi   each 
getting home for a sack as 
well.

Westfield held Worcester 
to 12 first downs on the day 
and the Lancers were 1-12 
on third downs.

The Lancers were led 
by Lance Williams, who 
caught 11 passes for 83 
yards, and Ayotte finished 
the day 16-30 for 135 yards 
and two interceptions.

Westfield will be back 
in action next Saturday, 
hosting Anna Maria in a 
MASCAC conference game 
at 12 noon at Alumni Field.

OWLS from page 10

Tur ley  Publ ica t ions 
spor t s  depar tment 
has recently joined 
Instagram. You can 
f i n d  o u r  a c c o u n t 
by searching “tur-
leysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples 
of photos that you will see 
in our publications on a 
weekly basis. Please follow 

and share with your friends 
and loved ones. We 
will be featuring pho-
tos from all 11 of our 
sports sections, but as 
always, you can see all 
the photos that appear 

by subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy 
in your community.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Sept. 

21-28,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
26 miscellaneous calls, 
13 administrative calls, 
eight traffic violations, 19 
emergency 911 calls, eight 
motor vehicle accidents, 
five harassments, two thefts/
larcenies, one trespass, one 
structure fire, one gas leak/
odor, one breaking and enter-
ing, four safety hazards, 
seven animal calls and 45 
motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Ware.

Sunday, Sept. 21
1:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:33 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

8:15 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  North Street, 
Investigated

9:48 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Report 
Made

10:54 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Benham Avenue, Services 
Rendered

12:13 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Morse Avenue, Services 
Rendered

2 : 3 7  p . m .  B r e a k i n g 
and Entering, Main Street, 
Services Rendered

5:31 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Crescent Street, 
Dispatch Handled

Monday, Sept. 22
2:56 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, High Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:47 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Babcock  Tavern  Road , 
Services Rendered

6:15 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:36 a.m. Warrant Service, 
Church Street, Arrest Made

1 2 : 0 1  p . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, East Street, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, Sept. 23
6:13 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

King Street, Investigated
10:10 p.m. Assault, Main 

Street, Services Rendered
10:25 p.m. Abandoned 

911 Call,  Palmer Road, 
Investigated

Wednesday, Sept. 24
4:35 a.m. Disturbance, 

Mountain View Drive, Arrest 
Made

10:10 a.m. Drugs, Otis 
Avenue, Report Made

11:22 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Warebrook 
Avenue, Services Rendered

5:21 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, West Street, 
Services Rendered

7:33 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Walnut Street, 
Investigated

9:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

9:47 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Quarry Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Thursday, Sept. 25
4:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Palmer Road, Criminal 
Complaint Request

5 : 1 8  a . m .  T r a f f i c 
Collision, West Warren Road, 
Services Rendered

7:37 a.m. Gas Leak/
Odor, West Street, Services 
Rendered

8:38 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

12:59 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Greenwich Road, Services 
Rendered

4:09 p.m. Disturbance, 
Ot i s  Avenue ,  Cr imina l 
Complaint Request

7:43 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Osborne Road, 
Dispatch Handled

Friday, Sept. 26
7:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

1:41 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Otis Avenue, Dispatch 
Handled

2:12 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, North Street, Report 
Made

2:25 p.m. Assault, West 
Street, Services Rendered

3:35 .m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Otis Avenue, Services 
Rendered

5:33 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Main Street, 
Services Rendered

5:33 p.m. Harassment/
S ta lk /Threa t ,  Highland 
Village, Advised

6:54 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Investigated

Saturday, Sept. 27
4:48 a.m. Disturbance, 

Otis Avenue, Arrest Made
8:46 a.m. Structure Fire, 

Otis Avenue, Extinguished
10:04 a.m. Abandoned 

911  Cal l ,  Eas t  S t ree t , 
Dispatch Handled

6:03 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Highland Village, 
Services Rendered

7:03 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Services 
Rendered

7:30 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
West Street, Advised

8:35 p.m. Assault, North 
Street, Services Rendered

Sunday, Sept. 28
12:24 a.m. Trespass, Pine 

Crest Circle, Investigated
8:26 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

1:30 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Street, Report 
Made

1:45 p.m. Harassment/
S t a l k / T h r e a t ,  C l i f f o r d 
Avenue, Services Rendered

5:27 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Otis Avenue, 
Services Rendered

Hardwick Police Log

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety
Warren Police Log

During the week of Sept. 
13-20, the Warren Police 
Depar tment  responded 
to 222 building/property 
checks, 19 community polic-
ings, 12 emergency 911 
calls, one complaint, two 
safety hazards, one fire, two 
motor vehicle accidents, two 
animal calls and 33 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Saturday, Sept. 13
3:25 p.m.  Breathing 

Difficulty, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:29 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning 

6:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Sunday, Sept. 14
5:13 p.m. Suspicious 

Activity, Old West Brookfied 
Road, Report Filed

8:25 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:35 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Monday, Sept. 15
4:01 a.m. Overdose/

Poisoning, Bacon Street, 
Transported to Hospital

10:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:13 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Columbus Avenue, 
Criminal Complaint

11:22 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

12:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

2:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:59 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart  Problem, Gilbert 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

4:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

9 : 0 4  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern,  Bemis  Road, 
Officer/Chief Advised

Tuesday, Sept. 16
4:12 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Misdial/Abandoned, South 
Street, Report Filed

1:52 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

6 : 1 7  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, Southbridge Road, 
Officer Spoke to Party

Wednesday, Sept. 17
8:55 a.m. Suspicious 

Person, Main Street, Report 
Filed

6 : 1 5  p . m .  N o i s e 
Complaint, North Street, 
Investigated

7:20 p.m. Falls, Mechanic 
S t ree t ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

Thursday, Sept. 18
3:52 a.m. Overdose/

Poisoning,  Washington 
S t ree t ,  Transpor ted  to 
Hospital

9 :47  a .m.  Se izures , 
South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

2:42 p.m. Miscellaneous 
F i re ,  Crescen t  S t ree t , 
Investigated

6:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Maple Street, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

Friday, Sept. 19
6:01  a .m.  Se izures , 

Reed Street, Transported to 
Hospital

8:10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Criminal Complaint

10:10 a.m. Suspicious 
Act iv i ty,  Brook Road, 
Investigated

6:15 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Crescent Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

7:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Hawkes Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

Saturday, Sept. 20
9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

4:54 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
North Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

8:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

During the week of Sept. 
22-29, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 51 building/
property checks, 28 direct-
ed/area patrols, five radar 
assignments, one traffic 
control, 11 emergency 911 
calls, one citizen assist, one 
assist other agency, two 
complaints, one investiga-
tion, one harassment, five 
safety hazards, one motor 
vehicle accident, three ani-
mal calls and seven motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Sept. 22
11:49 a.m. Harassment, 

Telephone, Officer Handled
2:48 p.m. Disturbance, 

Hardwick Road, Services 
Rendered

Tuesday, Sept. 23
8:38 a.m. Complaint, 

Barre Road, Officer Handled
8:56 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Barre Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3:39 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Mel lon Road,  Services 
Rendered

4:42 p.m. Safety Hazard, 

B a r r e  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

5:12 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Barre Road, Vehicle 
Towed

6 : 0 5  p . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, High Street, 
Services Rendered

Wednesday, Sept. 24
8:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Crash, Lower Road, Report 
Taken

6:21 p.m. Complaint, 
F leming Road,  Officer 
Handled

Thursday, Sept. 25
3:25 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Old Petersham 
Road, Officer Handled

5:41 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Greenwich Road, Removed 
Hazard

7:03 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

9:34 a.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Telephone, Officer 
Handled

3:15 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Ruggles Hill Road, Services 
Rendered

4:10 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Old Petersham 

Road, Officer Handled
7:40 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Old Petersham 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

Friday, Sept. 26
7:14 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

F i s k e  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

7 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Officer Handled

Saturday, Sept. 27
8:29 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency,  Greenwich 
R o a d ,  Tr a n s p o r t e d  t o 
Hospital

2:38 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Church Street, Citation 
Issued

9:37 p.m. Investigation, 
Main Street, Spoken To

Sunday, Sept. 28
9 : 2 3  a . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Fiske Road, 
Transported to Hospital

1 0 : 5 4  a . m .  9 1 1 
Disturbance, Duhamel Court, 
Services Rendered

Fire Dept.
open house 
is Oct. 4

WARE – The Ware 
Fire Department will 
hold an open house on 
Saturday, Oct. 4 from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

Join the firefighters 
for some fun and educa-
tion. There will be station 
tours, apparatus tours, 
gear demo, handouts and 
information and arts and 
crafts. 

This year the Ware 
Fire Department will be 
collecting donations for 
Second Chance Animal 
Services. Donations of 
food, treats, toys, old 
blankets and towels are 
greatly appreciated. For a 
list of shelter needs, visit 
www.secondchanceani-
mals.org/wish-list.

Maddie’s Dogs will be 
at the station during the 
open house offering food 
and refreshments.

Scammers are at it again, 
posing as representatives 
from loan processing com-
panies to trick consumers 
into sharing personal infor-
mation, first using the name 
Jessica, now Evelyn from 
“Lending Union’s west 
coast branch” (Lending 
Union is not a real compa-
ny).

This advanced fee loan 
phishing scam often comes 
in the form of harassing 
phone calls and voicemails. 
The caller insists they need 
to verify minor details, such 
as your income, to final-
ize your loan application. 
While the message may 
sound convincing, it’s a ruse 
to steal your private infor-
mation. 

How the scam works
You receive a call or 

voicemail from someone 
claiming to be from a loan 
processing team. The call-
er says they’ve been trying 
to contact you about your 
loan application and need 
to verify some final details 
to complete your approval, 
although, more than like-
ly, you never applied for a 
loan. They provide a call-
back number and applica-
tion ID to make the mes-
sage seem legitimate. 

The voicemail emphasiz-
es urgency, requesting you 
call back before a specific 
deadline to finalize the loan. 

The Better Business 
Bureau has received over 
500 Scam Tracker reports 
about “Jessica” and over 
1,000 about “Evelyn” indi-
cating that scammers are 
aggress ive ly  ta rge t ing 
consumers. People report 
receiving multiple calls per 
day, often from different 
phone numbers but with 
nearly identical voicemail 
scripts. 

Realistically, there is 
no loan, and returning the 
call could lead to scammers 
collecting sensitive infor-
mation, such as your Social 
Security number,  bank 
account details, or other 
personal data. 

Tips to avoid this scam
Verify the company’s 

legitimacy. If you’re con-
tacted about a loan appli-
cation you don’t recall 
submitting, hang up and do 
your research. Look up the 
company name online and 
contact them directly using 
verified contact informa-
tion.

Never share personal 
information with unsolicited 
callers. Scammers often ask 
for details like your Social 
Security number or bank 
account information. Avoid 
sharing sensitive informa-
tion over the phone unless 
you initiate the call. 

Watch for red flags 
in voicemails. Be wary 
of messages with vague 
details, generic names, or 
urgent demands for a call-
back. Scammers often use 
scripted messages to target 
as many people as possible.  

Avoid calling unknown 
numbers  back .  Res i s t 
the urge to call the num-
ber back. Returning calls 
to unknown or suspicious 
numbers could connect you 
to scammers or result in 
unexpected fees.  

Check for scam reports. 
Look up the phone number 
or details of the voicemail 
online. Many victims post 
about similar scams to warn 
others.  

Report suspicious activ-
ity. If you believe you’ve 
been contacted by a scam-
mer, report the incident to 
BBB Scam Tracker at BBB.
org/ScamTracker.

BBB warns of loan 
processing company scam

and it’s difficult to make 
a second half comeback,” 
Crowther said. “We did 
make a couple of adjust-
ments at halftime.

The only senior listed on 
the Panthers roster is Collin 
Lindley, who’s a center 
back.

The Panthers other three 
starting defenders against 
Clinton were sophomore’s 
Silas Stukuls Barrieau, 
s o p h o m o r e  A b r a h a m 
Brown, and Jake Doty. 

Trailing by three goals at 
halftime, the Panthers broke 
the ice two minutes into the 
second half following a free 
kick goal.

Dilling, who had scored 
a goal in five consecutive 
games, booted the ball into 
the box from the sideline in 
front of the Panthers bench. 
Sophomore Matt Labrousse 
tapped the ball into the net 
past junior goalie Noah 
Gates (5 saves). 

About five minutes later, 
Dilling sent a corner kick 
into the box where a shot by 

sophomore Jake Doty was 
saved by Gates. 

The Panthers didn’t have 
very many other scoring 
chances.

Wi t h  t w o  m i n u t e s 
remaining in regulation, 
Pimentel scored his second 
goal, which sealed the Gaels 
second home win of the sea-
son.

Quabbin will be looking 
to even the season series 
when they host the Gaels on 
October 21 at 3:45 pm.   

PANTHERS from page 9NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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obituary

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notice
Skowyra, Michael David 
“Scubby”
Died Sept. 26, 2025
Services Oct. 9, 2025

WARE – It is with heavy 
hearts that we announce 
the passing of 
Michael  David 
“ S c u b b y / M i k e 
Bass” Skowyra.  

H e  p a s s e d 
peacefully with 
some close friends 
by his side on 
Friday, Sept. 26, 
2025. Scubby was 
73 years young. 

Mike graduated from 
Ware High School, he was 
a member of the Class of 
1969. His sport of choice in 
high school was football.  

After graduating from 
high school, he enlisted in 
the Massachusetts National 
Guard.  He followed in 
his dad’s “footsteps” by 
becoming a licensed elec-
trician. Scubby spent his 
whole career at UMASS 
Amherst.  

Mike enjoyed gardening, 
camping, playing the slots, 
lottery tickets, fishing, 
snowmobiling and other 
outdoor activities. He was 

a daily reader of the Boston 
Globe, where he followed 

his favorite New 
England profes-
sional teams.  

M i k e  w a s 
a “Gold Card” 
member of the 
Weir River Social 
Club.  

M i k e  w a s 
predeceased by 
his loving par-

ents, David S. Skowyra 
and Theresa Mae Rose 
(Charbonneau) Skowyra. 
He will be missed by his 
many friends who had the 
pleasure of sharing times in 
his life.  

Scubby will be laid to 
rest next to his parents on 
Thursday, Oct. 9, 2025 at 
11 a.m. in Mount Carmel 
Cemetery, Ware.  

Funeral Service is under 
the direction of Cebula 
Funeral Home, Ware. For 
more information and an 
online guestbook, please 
visit:  www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

Michael David Skowyra, 73

Live and learn.  
Aside from a part sunny 

window, fuchsias can also 
be overwintered out of the 
main living space, follow-
ing my recommendations 
above.

The polka dot plant is 
another story all together. 
The roots were massive and 
the top growth the same. 
Although the plant looked 
diminutive at purchase, 
there was no saying that 
now. It became the “hog” of 
the pot.  

I pruned both the roots 
and the top growth, cutting 
it back to healthy growth 
just a four inches tall, set-
tling on an eight inch pot 
for the three original cut-
tings that made up the one 

plant. I don’t have high 
hopes for overwintering, 
because, I guess, this plant 
has always been a finicky 
one as a seedling in the 
greenhouse.  

It looks dry so you water 
it, only to find out it has 
root rot and now you’ve 
killed it. 

My research indicates 
that overwintering tem-
peratures should be warmer 
than what you would use for 
geraniums or fuchsias. We 
are talking 65 to 75 degrees. 
Another point of interest is 
that the plant likes humidity.  

Putting the pot in a tray 
of wet gravel will provide 
some humidity to the imme-
diate area and may help, 
especially since winter air 
tends to be dry. Indirect 
light is best for these plants 

as well.  Let’s keep our fin-
gers crossed!

Be adventurous, by try-
ing to  overwinter some 
annuals. You just may make 
it a little easier on your wal-
let come spring, especially 
if your favorites are grow-
ing strong right in your own 
house!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School  o f  Agr icul ture 
a t  t h e  U n i v e rs i t y  o f 
Massachusetts .  For 33 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 4

Violence Task Force’s forma-
tion. 

With strong partnerships 
with the Ware, Warren and 
Hardwick police departments, 
as well as resources agencies, 
faith organizations, business-
es and more, the task force 
members have helped 318 
survivors escape abuse. Of 
that number, 28% reported to 
be Ware residents.

Wa r e  R i v e r  Va l l e y 
Domestic Violence Task Force 
member Melissa Hutchins 
said domestic violence is an 
issue that has an impact on 
the community as a whole, 
not just the survivors.

“It’s a community issue,” 
she said. “It’s a social issue.”

Since its formation, the 
task force has worked to share 
information and resources to 
community members about 
domestic violence, and edu-
cate survivors about laws 
related to abuse.

Hutchins said this year, the 
task force members have vis-
ited libraries, playgroups and 
more to read and share books 
about consent geared toward 
younger children.  

Lamothe said domestic 
violence is something she and 
her peers have become more 
aware of since reaching high 
school, and they have learned 

that it is more than just phys-
ical abuse. 

A recent change in abuse 
laws is the inclusion of coer-
cive control as a form of 
abuse, which is now automati-
cally included in the language 
of abuse prevention orders.

“I think it is the most sig-
nificant legal change in 20 
years,” Moran said of the law.

About this year’s walk
In honor of the 10th anni-

versary of the Domestic 
Violence Awareness Walk, 
the task force has included a 
community gathering to rec-
ognize the work that has been 
done to make the communi-
ties healthier and safer.

In addition to a num-
ber of featured speakers, 
the event will include a free 
child’s bicycle raffle featur-
ing two bicycles donated by 
Walmart thanks to the efforts 
of Ware Police Chief Shawn 
Crevier. The Hardwick Police 
Department will be securing 
bicycle helmets as well.

B e h a v i o r a l  H e a l t h 
Network’s Family Resource 
Center will have a kid’s 
table and the Ware Knights 
of Columbus Council 183 
will offer hot dogs, chips and 
drinks. Music will be provid-
ed by Lori Brooks and face-
painting will also be avail-
able. 

“Come out and join us 
and help make people safer,” 
Moran said.

About the task force
The Ware River Valley 

Domestic Violence Task 
Force currently serves Ware, 
Warren and Hardwick. The 
mission of the task force is 
to prevent and respond to 
domestic violence in these 
towns with community-led, 
community driven initiatives.

The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force is funded by a grant 
awarded to the Town of 
Ware by the Department 
of  Hous ing  and  Urban 
Development through the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Housing and Community 
Development Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t  B l o c k 
Grant  Program,  by the 
Massachusetts Office of 
Rural Health, and by dona-
tions from the community.

Task force members are a 
group of over 300 communi-
ty members, survivors, and 
representatives from local 
and county agencies that have 
been at work preventing and 
ending intimate partner vio-
lence since 2000. 

For more information, 
visit www.waredvtaskforce.
org or follow the task force 
on Facebook.

WALK from page 1

Moment of silence
The board had a moment 

of silence for Sewer Plant 
Chief  Opera tor  Ralph 
Zebrowski, who passed 
away on Sept. 11 and Ann 
Tuttle, who passed away on 
Sept. 9. Both individuals 
made significant contribu-
tions to the town.

Dog licensing fees
The board heard from 

Town Clerk Laurie Stockley 
who made a request to 
increase the dog licensing 
fees. Stockley has reached 
out to various departments 
about fines and fees that 
may need to be changed 
and came across  the current 
fees for dog licensing. 

Stockley compared pric-
es to other surrounding 
towns and found out that 
the fees for Warren haven’t 
been increased in many 
years. Stockley explained 
the various fees depending 
on if pets are spayed or neu-
tered. This change would be 
for the 2026 licensing peri-
od. 

The board voted and 
accepted the recommenda-
tion for the dog licensing 
fees. 

Appointments 
The Selectmen appoint-

ed Deborah Young to the 
position of Animal Control 
Officer for a one-year term. 
Young has over 30 years of 
experience and is currently 
the Animal Control Officer 
in Brookfield. Ryan Davis 
was appointed to the posi-
tion of alternate Animal 
Control Officer for a one-
year term. 

Bryce  Douglas  was 
appointed as a Special 
Traffic Constable until June 
30, 2026. This was a request 
from the Police Chief and 
Douglas had participated at 
the junior fire academy pro-

gram at Quaboag Regional 
High School. Douglas has 
been with the Warren Fire 
Department for a couple 
years and is looking to help 
out the Town more.

Fire Chief Adam Lavoie 
spoke highly of Douglas 
and his time at the Fire 
Department and is also a 
certified EMT. 

“He has been a great 
addition to the department,” 
Lavoie said. 

The board appointed 
Douglas to the position of 
Special Traffic Constable. 

Brandon Hill was also 
appointed to the position of 
Special Traffic Constable 
and is currently an appli-
cant for a vacant police offi-
cer position at the Warren 
Police Department. Hill 
had served as a part-time 
and full-time police officer 
in East Brookfield for five 
years and is looking for a 
new opportunity. 

Comments and concerns
During comments and 

conce rns  Cha i rpe r son 
Richard Eichacker shared a 
follow up related to the pub-
lic safety complex discus-
sion. At the last Selectmen’s 
meet ing  J im Founta in 
brought up the idea of the 
town possibly considering 
the bank building in the cen-
ter of Warren to be possi-
ble location for the Police 
Department. 

Eichacker said he called 
the engineer Fountain spoke 
to and had some addition-
al information to share with 
the board. 

“The engineer did not do 
a real structural assessment. 
In other words, opening 
walls or ceiling to try and 
really look to see how the 
building was constructed,” 
Eichacker said. 

Eichacker did mention 
that this engineer has done 
assessments in the past 
but is retired. Based off 

this information the board 
thinks this engineer is prob-
ably not certified anymore. 
Eichacker also mentioned 
that the retired engineer 
didn’t do any asbestos or 
lead testing. 

It may be impossible 
to bring the bank building 
up to standards. However, 
Eichacker believes the best 
thing to do is to get a study 
done if the town really 
wants to consider the bank 
building. The town could 
vote on getting a study 
done.  

S e l e c t m e n  D a v i d 
Dufresne wants an idea of 
what the building would 
cost the town to purchase 
and how much it would cost 
to modify the building to get 
to current standards. More 
about the bank building was 
discussed during the Public 
Safety Complex infor-
mational meeting, which 
was held at the Quaboag 
Regional  Middle High 
School auditorium on Sept. 
27.

Several site options have 
been identified, and the 
study was conducted by 
Tecton Architects. Town 
officials will be looking 
to hear input on location, 
building, and affordabil-
ity from the residents of 
Warren. 

WARREN BOS from page 1

Harry Comerford of the 
Planning Board commented 
on how important the land is 
for the town and how it could 
benefit financially having 
this lease agreement if it is 
approved.

“Money seems evident 
here,” Comerford said. 

The concern is how much 
access the town will have and 
what the parcel sizes are for 
the equipment that Kearsarge 
will use. The space consists 
of 48 acres of land, and the 
town wants to know how 
much the company will take 
up. 

Comerford commented 
again on how a lease could 
lead to the town having a 
good revenue source for 
years to come. 

“This could be a good rev-
enue source for the town now 
and maybe in the future,” 
Comerford. 

Bill Cole of the Planning 
Board commented and want-
ed to know what the size of 
the parcels are and hopes 
the lawyers of both parties 
can work out an agreement. 
The town does want to retain 
some rights to the land, espe-
cially if there is an opportu-
nity to generate income from 
other possibilities. 

“What do we give up by 
doing that,” Cole asked refer-
ring to the town possibly 
leasing land. 

Select Board Vice Chair 
William Tinker reminded the 
public that the town has not 
reached a final lease agree-
ment yet as negotiations are 
currently ongoing. The Select 
Board is not voting anytime 
soon on this matter and any 
lease agreement that comes 
up in the future would still 
have to be finalized. 

“We’re not at a final lease 
agreement,” Tinker said. 

The  boa rd  members 
would like to investigate 
the blueprints and dimen-
sions of what the company 
is using and that could help 
the town see what the bar-

riers are between the poten-
tially leased land and the 
remainder for town use. One 
idea shared was to lease the 
land, but also have a right of 
way passage so the Highway 
Department can still collect 
sand and gravel. 

Caggiano said the board 
has copies of the blueprints 
to review as they’re still in 
the early stages of this dis-
cussion regarding Kearsarge 
Solar. 

Vacant town buildings
The board had a discus-

sion on vacant town build-
ings. The Paige Building 
was almost purchased, but 
the process is currently on 
hold, and the title portion is 
unclear. Vollheim said the 
town is in the process of try-
ing to clean up the situation 
of the title. 

Based off this informa-
tion, Select Board Clerk 
Jeffrey Schaaf thinks nothing 
will be done with the Paige 
Building this year. When 
asked if there are any records 
of the title of the building, 
Caggiano said there is a huge 
folder about the subject that 
the board can review. 

Conditions of several 
vacant buildings are a con-
cern, and it is a long “wait 
and see” type of situation.

Unemployment invoice
Caggiano talked about 

the unemployment invoice 
that the town has taken. The 
Town Administrator is look-
ing to see if the board would 
approve to take money out of 
the Sewer Enterprise account 
to pay this invoice. Caggiano 
did inform the board that 
the Sewer Superintendent is 
aware of this topic. 

The board voted and 
approved the unemploy-
ment invoice for $21,305.61 
to come out of the Sewer 
Enterprise account. 

Town Administrator’s 
report

Caggiano shared her 

report and mentioned that 
there has been interest 
expressed in some of the 
vacant properties in town. 
The town is still in the pro-
cess of fixing financial 
errors from past years and 
Caggiano has attended vari-
ous meetings. 

Various job postings have 
been advertised, and the 
Ttwn is hoping to fill those 
positions soon.

Caggiano also talked 
about setting up the public 
forum for the Memorial Park 
Study project. Caggiano will 
continue to give reports on a 
monthly basis.

Select Board roundtable
The Select Board talked 

about attending Police Chief 
James Ayotte’s retirement 
party at Hardwick Crossing 
Country Club. All members 
agree that he will be missed.

“Hardwick was very for-
tunate to have him,” Tinker 
said. 

For goal sett ing,  the 
Select Board first heard from 
Schaaf who said he’d like to 
see the board do some more 
planning. 

Schaaf believes there are 
businesses in Gilbertville that 
could use some more help. 
For example, more street 
parking for visitors. There 
should be more promotion in 
some development of proper-
ties that are in the area.

“Downtown Gilbertville 
could be made into a destina-
tion,” Schaaf said. 

There could be ways to 
continue and encourage to 
make things better for these 
existing businesses and lead 
to further development. 

Caggiano commented 
and mentioned that there are 
towns that have a community 
development committee. The 
town could look into having 
some sort of board or com-
munity planning. The focus 
is thinking of some vision for 
the town. 

HARDWICK from page 1

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Hardwick Recycling Center, 
2011 Barre Road, will 
ho ld  a  Bu lk  Was te 
Col lect ion Event  on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 8 
a.m.-noon.

This event is open to 
the residents of Hardwick 
and surrounding towns. A 
recycling center sticker is 
not required. 

Please note, there are 
fees per item charged 
to cover the cost of haul-
ing and processing. Cash or 
check payment to “Town of 
Hardwick” accepted.

Prices are as follows: 
mattress/waterbed mattress/
futon, $30; couch, $30; 

sleeper sofa bed/pullout 
couch, $40; loveseat/uphol-

stered chair, $25; pool table, 
$25; wall unit cabinets, $20; 
large entertainment center, 
$20; sink, $15; ceiling fan/
upright fan/box fan, $10; 
toilet, $20; carpeting/foam 
carpet backing, $15; kitchen/

dining table, $15; bookcase/
bureau, $15; trash compac-

tor, $10; wooden chair/
end table/coffee table/
night stand, $12; car seat 
(baby/child), $7; bulk 
Styrofoam (bagged), $5; 
and suitcases, $5.

The staff and volun-
teers reserve the right to 
price or reject other items 
not listed above accord-
ingly on site.

For more information, 
people can email recycling@
townofhardwick.com or stop 
by the Hardwick Recycling 
Center during open hours. 
Volunteers are also need-
ed during the Bulk Waste 
Collection Event.

Recycling Center offers bulk waste day Oct. 18
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ALASKA CHANNING STOVE 2020 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle feed. 
Very good condition. Excellence source to 
heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” hearth pad in-
cluded. Reasonable offer. 413-238-7848.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN has tools and 
supplies for sale. Call 413-658-8535.

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE! 

OCTOBER 4, 9AM-1PM. 
No early birds. 

1 Pioneer Drive, Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES. 
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter 
repair. Contact for your free consultation 
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 15 
years experience. 413-727-9846

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving, 
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info 
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good 
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint 
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available. 
Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com 

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please contact 

Highway Superintendent 
Richard Ayer at

 (508) 867-2451 
or email 

hwysecretary@
newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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Whether you’re a 
long-standing customer,
or someone looking for a 
guaranteed advertising 
market, increase your 

exposure for two 
consecutive weeks in the

Ware River News
Ware • Warren • West Warren

Gilbertville • Hardwick • Wheelwright

  Publication Dates:  

October 30 &
November 6

The Ware River News will be directly 
mailed to over 8,000 households for 

two consecutive weeks!

  Advertising Deadlines:  

October 27 &
November 3
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First ever car 
show pays 
tribute to U.S. 
horsepower

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Car enthu-
s i a s t s  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r 
nation’s independence and 
American-made horsepow-
er at the first ever Great 
American Muscle Car Show 
held at Palmer Motorsports 
Park this past Saturday.

Hundreds of American 
muscle cars were on dis-
play at the track, ranging 
from hot rods and gassers, to 
popular “pony cars” such as 
Mustangs and Challengers.

This event was spon-
sored by Sarat Ford Lincoln 
and Palmer Motorsports 
P a r k ,  a l o n g  w i t h 
EMPERFORMANCE. The 
Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 
gave a live broadcast from 
the car show and played 
tunes for all to enjoy. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Bob Desroches of Spencer is shown with his 1949 Chevy vintage gasser racecar.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Selectboard Vice-
Chair Josh Kusnierz said he was 
contacted about concerns regard-
ing access to the Mass Central 
Rail Trail in the area of Oakridge 
Circle.

At the Selectboard’s July 1 
meeting, Kusnierz said a resident 
shared his concerns and video 
footage of ATVs, dirt bikes, golf 
carts and unleashed animals enter-
ing private property. He expressed 
his own concerns about someone 
being hurt by the use of motorized 
vehicles on the trail. 

He said these motorized vehi-
cles do not belong on the trail, and 
he said the placement of gates near 
Oakridge Circle would help to pre-
vent this type of unauthorized use 

Residents 
discuss 
concerns 
about rail 
trail usage

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Several res-
idents attended the July 
1  meet ing  to  ask  the 
Selectboard to reconsider its 
vote in support of keeping 
the care of the Lewis Gilbert 
Trust under current trust-
ee, Bank of America, with 
Baystate Health as its bene-
ficiary.

Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital members Cindy 
Allen Bourcier and Cathy 
Cascio, along with sev-
eral other residents, spoke 
in support of naming the 
Community Foundation of 

Western Massachusetts as 
the new trustee.

Bourcier said Bank of 
America made a decision 
on April 6 to turn the funds 
over to the Community 
Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts.

H o s p i t a l  R e v i e w 
Committee Chair Howard 
Trietsch said for the last 
four years, the committee 
has worked to bring health-
care back to town. He said 
the recent proposal by 
Baystate Health to open a 
site in town needs the trust 
fund money in order to 
move forward.

“This is an opportunity 
to bring healthcare back to 

Ware,” he said. “We have a 
real plan. It has a timeline, it 
has funding, it is Convenient 
Care…which by their defi-
nition has some urgent care 
components to it.”

Open meeting 
law complaint

S e l e c t b o a r d  C h a i r 
Nancy Talbot read the 
Selectboard’s response to 
Bourcier’s open meeting law 
complaint filed against the 
board’s executive session 
vote regarding the Lewis 
Gilbert Trust.

The Selectboard mem-
bers voted to release the dis- Submitted PhotoAt the July 1, the Selectboard appointed Somer Bren to serve as a full-time police officer on the Police Department. Bren is shown with Police Chief Shawn Crevier.

MUSCLE
GreatGreat

Car Show

Selectboard, residents discuss the use of trust funds

Questions 
needed for 
‘Meet the 
Candidates’ 
forum

W A R E  –  W a r e 
Community Television and 
the Ware River News will 
be hosting a “Meet the 
Candidates” forum prior to 
the Aug. 12 special election, 
and we need questions from 
the community.

Select questions will 
be asked to the candidates 
running for the Selectboard 
during the July 26 forum. 

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com or mail 
to Ware River News, 80 
Main St., Ware MA 01082. 
Written questions can also 
be dropped off at our office, 
80 Main St.

HARDWICK – A very 
special program was held 
on June 28 at at the Town 
House in Hardwick.  

A program,  Nat ive 
American Artifacts and 
Birds of Prey, by Julie 
Collier of Wingmasters 
was sponsored by the 
Paige Memorial Library 
with funding from the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council. 

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s 
revered birds of prey for 
their majestic appear-
ance as well as for 
their hunting prowess. 
To invoke the spirit 
of these powerful 
predators, Native 
peoples followed the 
ancient tradition of 
wearing or carrying 
bird of prey feathers. 
They also admired 
the subtle beauty of 
raptor feathers, from 
the black-and-white 
tail feathers of juvenile 
golden eagles to the wing 
feathers of hawks and fal-
cons, patterned with arrow-

head-shaped markings. 
The strong connection 

between raptors and Native 
Americans suggested this 
program which combines 
five live birds of prey with 
artifacts and both explains 
and shows how different 

Wingmasters visit Hardwick for Summer Reading

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Conservation Commission 
met on July 1 for a public 
hearing for a lot off Crouch 
Road. 

Presenting the project on 
Lot 3B of Crouch Road was 
Professional Land Surveyor 
for Land Planning Inc., Bryan 
Hill. The project consists of 
moving into the lot and there 
is a stream on site that needs 
to be crossed for access. Hill 
said the purpose of wanting 
to cross that stream is to pro-
vide the house on site with 
septic. 

The land surveyor’s goal 
is to still protect the wetlands 
and reduce disturbance areas. 
The project also features the 
installation of a safe driveway 
on the lot. 

The commission pulled a 
map of the lot on their screen 
and shared their main con-
cerns. Conservation Chair 
Joyce Eichacker circled some 
of the impacted areas on the 
map and wanted to have a 
description of what the house 
would look like. 

The house is going to 
have a walkway to access the 
porch and a walkway to the 
walk-in basement. There is 
also a plan to install an infil-
tration system for the roof 
runoff and a groundwater 
recharge. 

T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission had documen-
tation to share with the Hill 
that is required information. 
One of the sheets is a repli-
cation checklist, a document 
researchers are encouraged 
to follow and document when 

ConCom 
held public 
hearing

Submitted photosJulie Collier of Wingmasters has a peregrine falcon on her arm.

Julie Collier is shown 
here with a barred owl.

Please see CAR SHOW, 
page 6

Please see TRAIL, page 3

Please see FUNDS, page 5

Please see HEARING, 
page 5

Please see 
WINGMASTERS, page 12

Dan Flynn
 413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –

WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES 
THAN DURING

Call 
today!

WARE MA 
JUNIOR SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL

CHILLER REPLACEMENT 
WARE, MASSACHUSETTS 

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construc-
tion of the “Ware Junior Se-
nior High School Chiller Re-
placement” will be received by 
the Town Manager at the Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 until 2 p.m. local time on 
November 6, 2025 at which time 
the Bids received will be public-
ly opened and read. Sealed Bids 
must have outer envelope marked 
as “Ware Junior Senior High 
School Chiller Replacement”.

Sealed Sub-Bids from Sub-
contractors addressed as refer-
enced above will be received 
by the Town Manager at Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA 
01082 until 2 p.m. local time on 
October 30, 2025 and then at 
said office publicly opened and 
read aloud. Sub-Bids with the 
required Bid deposit will be re-
ceived for the following items of 
work:

Subtrades 
Electrical Work

Background
The work generally consists 

of replacing an air cooled chiller, 
chilled water pumps, controls, 
and ancillary equipment. Power 
wiring will be disconnected and 
reconnected. The circuit breakers 
serving the chiller, pumps, and 
controls will be replaced. The se-
curity fence enclosing the chiller 
will also be replaced. Bids shall 
be on a lump sum price as indi-
cated in the Bid Form.

All Bids for this project are 
subject to the provisions of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws Chapter 
149, Section 44A - 44J inclu-
siveas amended.

In accordance with Section 
44D of Chapter 149 of the Gen-
eral Laws of Massachusetts as 
amended, the prospective Gen-
eral Bidders and Filed Sub-Bid-
ders must submit with their Bid, 
a certificate of eligibility issued 
by the Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance 
(DCAMM), showing that the 
Bidder has been approved to bid 
on projects of the size and nature 
as advertised herein. Prospec-
tive General Bidders and Filed 
Sub-Bidders must also submit an 
updated statement summarizing 
their record for the period be-
tween the latest DCAMM certif-
icate and the date of the Bid sub-
mittal. The DCAMM certificate 
of eligibility to be submitted by 
the General Bidder shall be for 
the category of work defined as 
“HVAC”. The DCAMM certifi-
cate of eligibility to be submitted 
by the Filed Sub-Bidders shall 
be for the category of work for 
which they are submitting a Bid.

Bidding Documents may be 
obtained electronically from the 
Tighe & Bond website at: http://
www.tighebond.com/Projects_
Out_to_Bid.php

Prospective bidders must com-
plete a one-time registration pro-
cess on the web site in order to 
receive log-in credentials. Bid-
ders must log in to the web site 
to download bidding documents 
for the project. Bidders will be 
added to the “planholders” or 
prospective bidders list upon 
downloading the bidding docu-
ments for the project.

A bid deposit shall be fur-
nished in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders.

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner 
of Department of Workforce De-
velopment under the provision of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D, 
as amended, apply to this proj-
ect. It is the responsibility of the 
Contractor, before Bid opening, 
to request if necessary, any addi-
tional information on Minimum 

Wage Rates for those trades peo-
ple who may be employed for the 
proposed Work under this Con-
tract. Federal Minimum Wage 
Rates as determined by the Unit-
ed States Department of Labor 
under the Davis-Bacon Act also 
apply to this project.

A non-mandatory pre-Bid 
conference will be held at Ware 
Junior Senior School, 237 West 
Street, Ware MA on October 
21, 2025 at 10AM. This is not a 
mandatory pre-bid conference, 
but all prospective bidders are 
encouraged to attend. Bidders 
attending the pre-Bid confer-
ence should meet and check in 
at the main entrance. A photo 
ID will be required.

Owner reserves the right to 
waive any informality in, or to 
reject any or all Bids, or to accept 
any Bid which in their opinion, 
is in the public interest to do so.

TOWN OF WARE, 
MASSACHUSETTS

Consulting Engineer:
Tighe & Bond, Inc.
53 Southampton Road
Westfield, MA 01085
413-562-1600 

10/02/2025

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
V-2025-03

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, per the powers given under 
M.G.L Chapter 40A, will hold a 
Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
October 22nd, 2025 at 7:00 PM 
on the application of Christopher 
Gagnon, for a Variance (V-2025-
03). The applicant is requesting 
variance relief from the setback 
and placement requirements for 
an accessory structure (garage) 
under Section 5.2.2.A, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to 
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, 

this hearing will be conducted in 
person and via remote means, in 
accordance with applicable law. 
This means that members of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals as well 
as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, 
or via virtual means. In person 
attendance will be held in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 126 
Main Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of the public. The meeting 
may be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone Number: 
929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 
604 1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION: 19 
Woodland Hts, Ware MA. Said 
premises being further described 
in deeds recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 7078, Page 137. Property is 
also identified as Assessor’s Par-
cel # 10-0-74. Zoned: Suburban 
Residential (SR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

Ware Zoning Board Of Appeals
S.K Robinson, Chairman

10/02, 10/09/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate 
and Family Court
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS25P0604EA

Estate of: 
George Emil Chrabaszcz

Also known as: 
George E. Chrabaszcz 

Date of Death: 06/26/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Glenn A. Larzazs, of Ware, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Glenn A. Larzazs, of Ware, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/22/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 

action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 19, 2025

Mark S. Ames,
 Register of Probate

10/02/2025

TOWN OF WARE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Ware Selectboard will 
conduct a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 
6:45pm, in the Selectboard’s 
Meeting Room, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA.  The purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to determine 
if the property at 92-102 Main 
Street, Ware, MA is dilapidated, 
dangerous, unsafe or otherwise 
constitutes a nuisance, in accor-
dance with MGL Chapter 139, 
Section 1, and to take any action 
thereto.  The Selectboard will 
receive comments from inter-
ested residents at the hearing, or 
residents may send written com-
ments to the Town Manager, 126 
Main Street, Ware, MA 01082.  
All interested parties are invited 
to attend.

Nancy Talbot
Selectboard Chair

10/02/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

DON’T BUY TIL’ YOU SEE US!!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

106 Church St.
Gilbertville, MA

$369,900

13 Juniper Hill Rd.
Ware, MA
$575,000

OPEN HOUSE
SAT., OCT. 4th
11:00-12:30pm

www.PostRoadRealty.comwww.PostRoadRealty.com
OPEN HOUSE
SAT., OCT. 4th
1:00-2:30pm

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

ARE IN!ARE IN!
PEACHESPEACHES

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

CORTLANDCORTLANDCORTLAND

PICK FALL RASPBERRIES

HONEYCRISP & MACOUNHONEYCRISP & MACOUN
PEACHES PEACHES 
NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
CIDER DONUTSCIDER DONUTS

Three Great 
2026 Norwegian Cruises

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 31 Edward Lane, 
Barre, MA 01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very spacious rooms. Master 
bedroom includes a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A four-
season sunroom is off the kitchen. Includes two large woodsheds 
and a metal garage you can park under to fend off winter weather. 
Asking $335,000. A 2.5% commission will be paid to the buyers’ 
broker. MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 37 Gauthier Rd., Barre, MA 
01005. This is a 55 and better community. This home features an open kitchen/living 
room concept, perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on opposite ends of 
the home. Master bedroom has a walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just 
off the kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck and yard. There is a 
monthly HOA fee of $675 per month which includes water, sewage, rubbish removal, 
and taxes. All exterior and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $265,000. A 2.5% 
commission to be paid to buyers’ broker. MLS # 73397436

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

BOOK 
YOUR 

EVENT 
WITH US!

Prime Rib 
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Online Ordering Available 

Monday -  6:30 p.m.
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
MUSIC BINGO

Sip & Paint Night
6:30 p.m.

Oct. 7th, Oct. 21st, Nov. 4th
See Website for More Information

Function 
Space 

 Available


