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Event drew rare 
and one-of-
a-kind cars to 
Palmer

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Over 300 
Porsches of all years and 
models arrived at Palmer 
Motorspor t s  Park  on 
Sunday for the highly 
anticipated return of the 
Porsche on the Mountain 
event.

This is the first time the 
track has held the event 
since the pandemic, and it 
was clear that it was deep-
ly missed by automobile 
enthusiasts.

“We had a good turn-
out ,”  sa id  Al  Sandy, 
Club Director at Palmer 
Motorsports Park. “We had 
people waiting at the gate.”

Sandy said this year’s 
event featured several 
rare and unique Porsches, 
even a “Horsche,” which 
was custom-built featuring 
a Porsche chassis with a 

10th annual 
walk 
supports 
survivors

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Sunday after-
noon, Veterans Park was filled 
with community members 
and allies in support of the 
Ware River Valley Domestic 
Violence Task Force’s annu-
al walk to bring awareness to 
domestic violence and put an 
end to abuse.

This was the 10th year the 
walk took place, led by mem-
bers of the Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School Domestic Violence 
Task Force. High School 
Senior Maia Lamothe was the 
master of ceremonies for the 
event.

This year also marked the 
15th anniversary of the high 
school task force and the 25th 
anniversary of the Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence 
Task Force. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Warren Senior Center 
invited Fire Chief Adam 
Lavoie to talk about smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors this past week.

Lavoie spoke to dozens 
of Warren’s senior citizens 
who may have some ques-
tions regarding the use of 
smoke detectors and CO 
detectors in residential 
homes. Lavoie went over 
additional topics related 
to both detectors and the 
difference of manufactur-
ing and how often systems 
need to be changed. 

Smoke alarms have 
an average lifespan of 10 
years, while CO alarms 
typically last five-to-seven 
years.

Lavoie says he meets 
with fourth graders at 
the elementary school 
and educates them on 
the importance of having 
working smoke detectors 
in their homes. Lavoie has 
shared various stories over 
the years and says every 
story is a lesson learned. 

Massachusetts General 
Law, chapter 148 sec-
tion 26F mandates that 
upon the sale or transfer 
of certain homes, the sell-
er must install approved 
smoke a larms.  These 
requirements apply to res-
idences that were built 
or modified prior to cre-
ation of the Massachusetts 
State Building Code back 
in 1975. The alarm is 
designed to warn home-

Open House kicks 
off weeklong 
safety campaign

WARE – Fire Prevention 
Week kicked off last weekend, 
starting with an Open House 
at the Fire Department on Oct. 
4.

People of all ages were 
able to explore the depart-
ment’s apparatus, check out 
the firefighters’ gear, ask 
questions about fire preven-
tion and safety, tour the sta-
tion, and even test their skills 
handling a hose.

This year’s Fire Prevention 
Week campaign, “Charge 
into Fire Safety,” focused on 
educating people on how to 
safely use lithium-ion batter-
ies. According to the National 
Fire Protection Association, 
the theme works to “educate 
everyone about how important 

it is to buy, charge, and recy-
cle safely” when it comes to 
lithium-ion batteries. 

Fire Prevention Week is 
also a great time to check your 
smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms in your home, and 
change their batteries, Deputy 
Chief Jeremy Boulrice said.

At this year’s open house, 
the Fire Department was 
able to give away free, 2-in-1 
smoke and CO alarms which 
contain a sealed, 10-year bat-
tery that does not required 
changing. 

Boulrice said the alarms 
were generously donated to 
the Fire Department by Lowes 
and Walmart, and they will be 
available to residents at the 
station. This continues the 
department’s efforts to make 
sure all residents have access 
to working alarms.

Boulrice encouraged any-
one with questions or con-
cerns about fire safety and 
prevention in their homes to 
reach out to the department, 
and to schedule a home risk 
assessment. 

Domesticomestic Violenceiolence Awarenesswareness

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Students from the Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School Domestic Violence Task Force 
led the 10th annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk hosted by the Ware 
River Valley Domestic Violence Task 
Force this past Sunday.

Kuku the Clown took a break from making balloon animals to pose for a photo with walk participants from the Recovery Center of HOPE.

Seniors 
learned 
about fire 
safety

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The third 
Public Safety Complex com-
munity meeting was held on 
Sept. 27 inside the Quaboag 
Regional High School audi-
torium. 

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
James Ferrera welcomed 
the public who were able to 
attend the meeting in per-
son as this major communi-

ty conversation continues. 
Ferrera explained that this 
is “a very fluid discussion” 
and things can change as the 
town collects more informa-
tion that could lead to the 
Warren residents leading to a 
more informed decision. 

“This is meant to bring 
information to you, the pub-
lic,” Ferrera said. 

This study on identify-
ing a potential location for a 
public safety complex cost 
the town no money thanks to 

a grant. The study was done 
by Tecton Architects, an 
architecture, interior design 
and master planning firm. 

After the first two infor-
mational meetings, town offi-
cials and Tecton have collect-
ed feedback and will present 
new options for the residents 
to look over in addition to 
what has been presented so 
far. 

Ferrera mentioned that the 
town has been talking about 
getting a new police station 

since 1991. The study con-
ducted by Tecton is based 
off the current needs of both 
departments. 

Additional options will be 
addressed during this third 
community conversation. A 
copy of the presentation can 
be found on the town web-
site, www.warren-ma.gov 
and for those who attended 
the meeting in person have 
paper copies of the presenta-
tion available. 

One of the Principals of 

Tecton Architects, Jeffrey 
McElravy was next to speak 
and went over the options 
based off the previous con-
versations. The presentation 
began with Police Chief 
Gerald Millette and Fire 
Chief Adam Lavoie speaking 
on the challenges the depart-
ments are currently facing at 
their current stations. 

Third Public Safety Complex informational meeting held

Joanne Rydings is shown with her rare, white gold metal-
lic 1986 930 Turbo.

Porsche on the Mountain

Ford Mustang body.
“There were some very, 

very special cars there. One-
of-a-kinds, lots of special 
paint colors…in the past 
Porsche was able to build a 
car for you and they’d paint 
it in any color,” Sandy said. 
“It was very unique, very fun 
to see.”

One unique car was a 
1986 930 Turbo with a rare 
white gold metallic paint 
color. The 1986 was the 
first year Porsche was able 

to bring a turbo engine back 
to the U.S., due to stricter 
emissions laws enacted in the 
early 1980s.

‘This is what Porsche 
started out with – racing,” 
owner Joanne Rydings said. 
“They detuned it and let peo-
ple drive it.”

Owned Rydings and Paul 
Whooten of Middleboro, 
the couple bought this car 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Ware Fire Department’s Deputy Chief Jeremy Boulrice 
shared a hug with Everly, age 2, at the Fire Department’s 
annual Open House.

Fire Prevention 
Week Oct. 5-11, 2025

Please see SAFETY
COMPLEX, page 5

Please see DV WALK,
 page 8

Please see FIRE
SAFETY, page 3

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 7

Please see PORSCHE, 
page 6
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Each week the Ware River News 
digs into its submitted photo 
archives and selects a people 

photo to publish. We need your 
help to help identify those 

pictured.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their 
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

WE NEED YOU!
Looking to Serve on a Board or Committee for the Town of Ware?

Your voice can make a difference!
Open Seats:

• ADA Commission
• Agricultural Commission (2)
• Board of Registrars (1)
• Capital Planning Commission (2)
• Development Authority (1)
• Conservation Commission (1)
• Council on Aging (3)
• Finance Committee (1)
• Open Space Committee (2)
• Planning Board (1 Alternate)
• Tax Increment Financing Authority (TIF Committee) (1)
• Youth Committee (3)
• Zoning Board of Appeals (1 Alternate)
• Board of Assessors

Applications can be found at: 
townofware.com/boardsandcommittees

 

Veterans Day Salute
Ware River News ~ November 6, 2025

Ware River News will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown

by email to dflynn@turley.com or drop off a photo to
Ware River News, 80 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 13, 2025.

There is no cost to submit a photo. No photos will be 
accepted after deadline. If you would like to use a prior 

submitted photo, please contact Dan Flynn 
no later than October 13th (413) 297-5886.

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 

1989 showed Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Witaszek of West 

Warren celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary 

with dinner at the Coachlight 
Dinner Theater. The couple 

was married June 17, 1939 in 
St. Thomas Church. 

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Hardwick Ghost Walk is hap-
pening again on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 with a rain date of 
Sunday, Oct. 12 in the cem-
etery next to the Town House 
on the common.

Visitors will come to the 
beautiful old cemetery in the 
center of town beginning at 
5:30 p.m., and stay as dark-
ness falls. You will hear the 
ghosts tell stories of peo-
ple who lived in Hardwick 
during years of the American 
Revolution and of tremen-
dous change. Those chang-
es affected their personal 
lives, the community, and the 
world around them.

On the night  of  the 
Hardwick Ghost Walk, the 
ghosts share knowledge of 
how the real person who is 
buried in the graveyard expe-
rienced life. Their ghosts can 
tell you what happened in 
their families, their churches 
and the town when they were 
alive.

Hardwick Ghost Walk returns 
this Saturday

The ghosts will  talk 
about their feelings as they 
and their families lived 
through those years when 
land was cleared for new 
settlers, religion was cen-
tral and contentious, and ill-
ness swept through families. 
The Revolution evolved and 
brought sweeping change to 
the people and the lay of the 
land. 

On the night of Oct. 11, 
the ghosts will stand by their 
beautiful gravestones and 
invite you into their lives. 
The Hardwick Historical 
Society will be serving 
refreshments. 

The Hardwick Ghost Walk 
returns this Saturday, Oct. 
11 at 5:30 p.m. to the cem-
etery next to the Town 
House on the common.

Submitted Photos
Actors portrayed Polly 
Bellows Kinsley and Polly 
Kinsley during a past 
Hardwick Ghost Walk.

WARE – The Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Oct. 13

Closed for Columbus Day 
holiday

Tuesday, Oct. 14
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Oct. 15
•	 9 a.m. Tai-Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, Oct. 16
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Participants should meet 
at the Senior Center.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Oct. 17
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN 
11:30 a.m.

All meals $3.50 unless 
otherwise noted

Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Oct. 13
Closed for Columbus 

Day holiday
Tuesday, Oct. 14
Chicken Mac & Cheese, 

Stewed Tomatoes, Dessert 
of the Day

Wednesday, Oct. 15
Steak & Cheese Sub 

Sandwich, Potato Chips, 
Dessert of the Day

Thursday, Oct. 16
American Chop Suey, 

Tossed Salad, Dessert of the 
Day

Friday, Oct. 17
Baked Fish ,  French 

Fries, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news

The Ware River News will gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always 
appear on Page 3. To request a correction, send information to 
pouimett@turley.com, or call 967-3505. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at:  Ware River News, Attn: Editor, 80 
Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

Wishing Well 
Charities to host 
Fall Fundraiser 
Nov. 1

WARE – Wishing Well 
Charities Inc. will hold its 
5th annual Fall Fundraiser 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 from 3-8 
p.m. at Teresa’s Restaurant, 
305 Palmer Road.

Nonrefundable tickets are 
$45 and includes a delicious 
family style dinner and danc-
ing fun with the live band JP 
& Friends. There will be a 
cash bar, cocktail hour, raf-
fles and silent auction.

For tickets, call or text 
413-204-0009 or 413-330-
4013. For more information 
about Wishing Well Charities 
Inc. please visit its Facebook 
page.
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, October 11th  7pm-11pm

A.S.B.
EVERY SUNDAY  5:30pm 

Darts

Upcoming Events

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Saturday, October 25th
7pm-11pm

Caboodle

Saturday Nights 
also if no band

LUCK OF
THE DRAW

All Welcome
Friday, October 31st 7pm-11pm

- Halloween party -
Uncle Country

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS
PARK SAW SHOP 

LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Shed, Pool & 

Hot Tub Removals
Arthur “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

owners if there is a fire, espe-
cially if the fire is happening 
when they’re asleep. 

This code requires smoke 
detectors and many of them 
are hardwired detectors 
installed in homes. Lavoie 
says battery operated detec-
tors are good based on how 
people maintenance them. 
There are some tabs out there 
for detectors that work for 
10 years and then have to be 
replaced. 

There are also intercon-
nected systems. In other 
words, “One goes off they all 
go off,” Lavoie explained. In 
his experience, Lavoie thinks 
the interconnected systems 
are a safer system and alerts 

everyone at the same time. 
Lavoie would then bring 

up CO detectors. When meet-
ing with the fourth graders, 
Lavoie explains how danger-
ous carbon monoxide is. 

“You can’t see it, can’t 
smell it, can’t taste it,” 
Lavoie said. 

One of the big pushes 
Lavoie hopes comes to frui-
tion is having CO detectors 
added to school buildings. 

There is a huge push to 
require CO detectors in 
homes. This push is known 
as “Nicole’s Law”. This 
law requires carbon mon-
oxide detectors in most res-
idential buildings. The law 
is named after 7-year-old 
Nicole Garofalo, who died 
in January 2005 when a 
heating vent in her house 

was blocked by snow drifts, 
allowing carbon monoxide to 
accumulate in the home. 

Since March 31, 2006, 
CO a la rms  have  been 
required in all residences that 
have either fossil fuel burn-
ing equipment or an attached 
enc losed  ga rage .  Th i s 
law applies to all residents 
whether or not the residence 
is being sold or transferred.

Lavoie said he is happy to 
check homes as the state is 
required by law to check and 
make sure there are working 
detectors on properties. 

The winter storm of 2011 
was a big learning experience 
as the town lost power for 
over a week. At that time, 
there was not a system in 
place to take care of animals 
while residents went to the 

emergency shelter, which in 
Warren’s case was the high 
school. 

Lavoie also talked about 
dual detectors, which is a sin-
gle detector for both smoke 
and carbon monoxide. It is a 
more expensive detector and 
is good for newer homes. 

More information about 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
requirements can be found 
on this link: https://www.
mass.gov/doc/consumer-
guide-to-smoke-detectors-
when-selling-home/down-
load and can be downloaded. 
Lavoie shared this source 
after taking questions from 
the seniors who attended his 
talk about the importance of 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors. 

community

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– Hardwick Town Clerk, 
Ryan J. Witkos, was one of 
six town clerks, along with 
two city clerks and support 
staff and retired clerks from 
Massachusetts who went to 
Washington D.C. on Sept. 
30 to join more than 80 
local election officials from 
across the country to call on 
Congress to approve $400 
million in fiscal year 2026 
federal funding to ensure 
safe, secure, and efficient 
elections.  

Election officials from 
every region of the coun-
try shared firsthand stories 
about urgent challenges fac-
ing their jurisdictions-from 
replacing aging vot ing 
machines to combating cyber 
threats and recruiting poll 
workers.

Buxton, Maine Town 
Clerk, John Myers, echoed 
the feelings of many rural 
communities stating, “In 
smaller towns like mine, 
election officials wear many 
hats. We’re proud of the 
work we do, but the resourc-
es simply haven’t kept pace 
with the responsibilities. 
Predictable federal support 
is essential so every commu-
nity – no matter its size – can 
deliver secure and efficient 
elections that voters trust.” 

Witkos added, “With 
different options for voting 
from vote-by-mail to online 
portals for those who qual-
ify, communities must have 
the funds available to com-
bat cybersecurity threats and 
ensure that every voter and 
vote is properly vetted and 
counted.  Small towns sim-

Submitted Photo
Local election officials from Massachusetts including Hardwick Town Clerk Ryan J. Witkos 
went to Washington, D.C. to call on Congress to invest $400 million into nation’s election 
security infrastructure.

Election officials convene in Washington, D.C.

ply do not have the resourc-
es to meet this challenge and 

am pleased to have advocated 
on behalf of Hardwick and 

other Massachusetts munici-
palities.” 

FIRE SAFETY from page 1

WARE – Fall is here and 
what better way to enjoy the 
cozy fall weather than with 
crafts.

Do  you  have  c ra f t 
materials that you no lon-
ger use, or that are turning 
into a collection of “maybe 
someday” items? The Ware 
Library, 37 Main St., wel-
come you to swap those old/
unused craft supplies out for 
new (to you) ones.

The library is hosting a 
Craft Supply Swap in the 
Reading Room on Saturday, 
Oct. 18 from 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Simply bring an 

item (or several) and swap 
them for something else. 

The Craft Supply Swap 
is free to the public and 
there is no registration 
required; just drop in.

The l ibrary  i s  a lso 
accepting donations of any 
craft supplies in advance, 
both for the swap and for 
the library craft programs. 
Bring any supplies to the 
circulation desk.

Follow the library on 
Facebook for updates, call 
413-967-5491, or email 
warelibrary1881@gmail.
com with any questions.

Ware Library hosts craft 
supply swap on Oct. 18

NEW BRAINTREE 
– The East Quabbin Land 
Trust will holds its 14th 
a n n u a l  S t a t i o n  L o o p 
Ramble on Sunday, Oct. 19 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. with 
the start on Depot Road at 
the intersection of West and 
Hardwick Roads on part 
of the Mass. Central Rail 
Trail.

This is a new course due 
to construction. The five 
mile classic is a hilly road 
race with a flat fast finish 
on Hardwick Road. The 
Kids Run and 5K run/walk 
are entirely on a flat course 
on the Mass Central Rail 
Trail. 

Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. The race begins 
and ends at the site of the 
former New Braintree Train 
Station, travels past scenic 
farmland, through deep 
woods and skirts the Ware 
River. Adults must accom-
pany children running 

this course. Each mile is 
marked and mid-run water 
supply is provided.

Start times are 9:30 a.m. 
for five and under 200 foot 
dash and 9:40 a.m. for the 
¼ mile 6-12 year old run. 
The 5K starts at 10 a.m. 
and the 5 mile classic at 
10:05 a.m.

There will be post race 
refreshments, games, enter-
tainment and more. Award 
ceremony is at 11 a.m. 
Entry fee is free for ages 
5 and under, $10 for ages 
6- 12, $25 early bird online 
registration by Friday, 
Oct. 17 (10% discount for 
seniors, veterans and first 
responders) and $30 day of 
race. A family registration 
for up to six members is 
$35. 

For more information, 
people may visit www.
EQLT.org/station-loop-ram-
ble/ or call 413-477-8229.

Registration open for EQLT’s 
Station Loop Ramble

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Senior Center 
will be offering a raffle of 
a Philips 65-inch flat screen 
TV, (4K UHD), with tickets 
available at the Thrift Store 
in the Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. 

Raffle tickets are $5 per 
ticket and the drawing will 
be held on Dec. 15.

The Friends are also 
selling their lotto calen-

dars now until Oct. 31. 
Tickets are $10 per lotto 
calendar and people have a 
chance to win every day in 
November. 

Lotto calendars can be 
acquired at the Ware Senior 
Center, Nat Falk, Crystal 
Springs, Ware Library and 
the Ware branch of the 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank. Ticket stubs and pay-
ment need to be placed in 
the drop off box at the Ware 
Senior Center.

Friends of Ware Senior 
Center announce fundraisers
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Sue, who gardens in 
Gilbertville called the 
G a r d e n  L a d y 

with a question about 
S t i n g i n g  N e t t l e .  
Apparently, she has it 
growing in numerous 
places on her four-acre 
property and wants to 
eradicate it.  

“Roberta, are you 
fami l ia r  wi th  th i s 
plant?” All I could say, 
was “Ah, yes,” and then 
I began the story.

Not too long ago I was 
grabbing weeds by the hand-
ful, stuffing them into a buck-
et. Suddenly, out of the corner 
of my eye I saw the famil-
iar saw-tooth shaped leaf and 
distinctive hairy stems within 
my clutches. As soon as my 
brain registered what I had 
just plucked, my hand started 
to sting…burn, really.  

Yup, I was fooled again by 
stinging nettle. Ice helps a lit-
tle, but usually the burn has to 
run its course.

Once you have identi-
fied stinging nettle, it won’t 
be hard to miss. Urtica dioi-
ca and other members of the 
Urticaceae family have in 
common one particular trait: 
hairs on the undersides of 
their leaves as well as on their 
stems.  

It is the hairs, that when 
brushed upon or grabbed, 
release formic acid into the 
skin causing a stinging, burn-
ing and a just plain painful 
reaction. Another giveaway 
to the plant’s identity is its 
elongated, heart-shaped, saw-
tooth-edged leaves that form 
opposite one another and then 
alternate back and forth up 
the stem.  

F r o m  J u l y  t h r o u g h 
October, the plant sports 
greenish white  f lowers, 
upright at the top of the 
plant, but drooping from 
the leaf axils. If these three 
characteristics don’t make it 
unique enough to spot, look 
for height and girth! Nettles 
can grow as tall as five feet, 
maybe more, and make large 

colonies easily, thanks to a 
tangled web of underground 

runners that sprout new stems 
every few inches.  

Once it has gotten a foot-
hold it can be difficult to 
eradicate – think mint but on 
a larger, pickier scale! Expect 
to find it growing in rich soil 
along the forest’s edge, in 
moist woodlands and even 
flood plains. 

If you shuddered at my 
suggestion of eradicating 
stinging nettles, chances are 
you are aware of some of 
its reported health benefits. 
Some herbalists even go as far 
as to plant it on purpose!  

I’ll admit I even bought 
some dried leaves once to use 
along with other herbs in a 
spring tonic rich in vitamins 
and minerals. Although it 
grows wild all over my prop-
erty I was afraid to harvest 
it!  Since then, I have learned 
that once cooked or dried, the 
sting disappears. 

Nettles have been used 
to treat all kinds of ailments 
over the years. Urtication 
was a common, albeit curi-
ous, practice in ancient times. 
It involved slapping inflicted 
body parts with bunches of 
stinging nettles to impart a 
cure of a particular ailment.  

Slapping below a man’s 
navel was thought to improve 
his virility. If a paralyzed 
limb was slapped it was 
hoped feeling would be 
renewed.  

There are other bizarre 
accounts of the application of 
this herb. I read one case of 
crushed leaves being packed 
into the nose to stop a nose-
bleed. Ouch! Or used in juice 

form to make hair grow.  
Grow? Maybe, but stand on 

end a definite!  
All kidding aside, 

there are other ben-
efits of nettles that 
go beyond folklore. 
Studies are being con-
ducted for its use in 
treating prostate prob-
lems, asthma, allergies 
and arthritis.   

Whether or not net-
tles are part of your 

apothecary chest, be sure to 
handle them with kid gloves!  
Although the stinging and 
burning sensation may last 
for only a few minutes, 
it very well could last for 
hours!  

That brings me back to 
Sue’s question. There are 
multiple ways to try and 
eradicate the plant.  You can 
suit up and hand pull or get 
the mower out and mow the 
area as you would the lawn. 
Repeated mowings during 
active growth will eventually 
kill it.  

You can also take a soil 
test and make the neces-
sary recommendations to 
improve the soil to a point 
that the grasses in your field 
will thrive and choke out the 
stinging nettle. Small areas 
can be covered in black plas-
tic –again, you would do this 
when the plant is in active 
growth. Usually a month or 
more is necessary for this 
route to be successful.  

Spot spraying with weed 
killers in another option but 
one that I only use as a very 
last resort. Good luck!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The Garden Lady answers a unique 
question on a unique plant

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I hope you can answer 

this question.
I’m currently receiving 

Social Security Disability 
benefits, and I will be turn-
ing 65 in February 2026. 
I’m confused as to how 
Social Security Disability 
transit ions to regular 
Social Security, and when. 
I assume it’s age 65, but 
maybe it’s my retirement 
date? 

Also, does the amount 
remain the same or will 
it change? I’m not work-
ing. I’ve been on SSDI for 
about 15 years. Thank you. 

Signed: Disabled 
Senior 

Dear Disabled Senior: 
If you are collecting 

Social Security Disability 
Insurance benefits, those 
SSDI benefits will auto-
mat ica l ly  conver t  to 
become your  regular 
Social Security retirement 
benefit when you reach 
your SS Full Retirement 
Age, which, in your case, 
is age 67. For information, 
FRA today is somewhere 
between age 66 and 67, 
depending on your year of 
birth, and the full retire-
ment age for everyone 
born in 1960 or later is age 
67. 

The change from SSDI 
to your regular Social 
Security benefit will be 
transparent to you because 
your monthly benefi t 
amount will remain the 
same. SSDI benefits were 
originally awarded to you 
based upon your full retire-
ment age entitlement when 
you applied for SSDI, 
even though you hadn’t 

yet reached your FRA 
when you went on SSDI. 
Thus, the monthly bene-
fit amount will not change 
because it is based on your 
lifetime earnings record, 
from before you became 
disabled. 

FYI, although age 65 
was once Social Security’s 
“retirement age,” full 
retirement age for Social 
Security today is based on 
the year you were born. 
So, your SSDI benefit 
will automatically switch 
to become your regular 
Social Security retirement 
benefit as soon as you 
reach age 67. Essentially, 
the only thing that will 
change is  the  Social 
Security Trust Fund from 
which your benefits will 
be paid. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

When will my disability become 
my regular Social Security?

Letter to Editor

Dear Editor,
On behalf of all of us at 

Second Chance Animal 
Services, I would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who made the 13th 
Annual Cruise for Critters 
such a tremendous success. 

It was a beautiful day, 
and thanks to the dedica-
tion of Al Widlan’s Service 
Connection, who organiz-
es this event each year, and 
the incredible support of our 
community, we celebrated a 
record-breaking turnout with 
151 cars on display.

We are so thankful to 
Westview Farms Creamery 
for welcoming us back again 
this year, to the Barberic 
Band for keeping the crowd 
entertained all day, and to 
K-9 & Pets Dog Training for 
their amazing demo with the 
Amherst and Leicester K-9s. 

A big thank you also goes 
out to the vendors and vol-

unteers who gave their time 
to help make the day run so 
smoothly. 

Most of all, we’re grate-
ful to the car owners, fami-
lies, and pet lovers who came 
out to be part of this special 
day. Because of you, every 
car entry, every purchase, and 
every donation will go right 
to helping pets in need get 
the care and second chances 
they deserve.

We would also like to 
recognize our generous 
sponsors, including Embie 
Industries, Ted and Barbara 
Hebert of Teddy Bear Pools 
& Spas, and TRM Knives. 
Your partnership helped 
make this year’s Cruise for 
Critters our best yet.

With deepest gratitude,

Lindsay Doray
Chief Development Officer

Second Chance 
Animal Services

Second Chance thanks 
community for support

support community journalism

in my

By Ellenor Downer

On Sept. 30, I saw two 
red-bellied woodpeck-
ers fly from one tree to 

another. 
Since I do not feed the 

birds suet or seeds until win-

ter due to bears, I had not 
noticed them before. The 
red-bellied woodpecker has a 
black and white barred back 
and a pale belly. Males have 
a red crown and nape and the 
females have just a red nape, 

but no crown.
These woodpeckers cling 

to tree bark and use their stiff 
tail feathers for support while 
they probe into the bark for 
insects. White is visible on 
their wings in flight. They are 
about nine inches long, the 
same size as the hairy wood-
pecker. 

Like other woodpeck-
ers, they have an undulating 
flight. They pick at the bark 
rather than drill into it like 
many other woodpeckers. 
They inhabit woodlands and 
forests from old stands of oak 
and hickory to young hard-

woods and pines. They also 
appear at backyard feeders 
especially for suet. 

They nest in a cavity exca-
vated in dead wood. Males 
may begin cavity excavation 
with the female selecting one 
of the holes and completing 
it. The female lays two to six 
eggs. There most common 
call is a shrill rolling “kwirr” 
or “churr” given by both 
sexes. They also make a “cha 
cha cha” sound.

Red-bellied 
woodpecker

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 13
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Millette mentioned that 
the police station, current-
ly located in the Town Hall 
building, does have struc-
tural issues, asbestos, and 
no secure parking. Also, the 
storage for evidence isn’t 
proper and the police station 
doesn’t have a cell for pris-
oners. 

Another issue is the build-
ing has no handicap accessi-
bility, and the building also 
has issues with heating and 
cooling. 

Lavoie spoke next to 
address the current condition 
of the Fire Station. There 
are two stations in total, one 
off Main Street and a sub-
station off Albany Street in 
West Warren. Both build-
ings are about 75 years old 
and Lavoie says the biggest 
issue the fire department 
has is running out of space. 
There is not enough space for 
equipment, and the vehicles 
have gotten larger over the 
years and are becoming too 
big for the doors currently at 
the Fire Station. 

The West Warren Fire 
Station currently houses 
specialty equipment that the 
department would have to 
drive down to in case they 
need the equipment during 
a call. There is also no sleep 
locations at the Fire Station 
due to the lack of space. 

McElravy began with the 
programming slide which 
explains the square footage 
of each station and what it 
would look like if the town 
had a combined public safe-
ty complex. According to the 
slide, a public safety complex 
that houses police and fire 
would be 25,400 square feet. 

In the previous meetings, 
there was talk about a com-
bined public safety complex 
to also house town offices. 

McElravy went over the 

first three proposed loca-
tions that were identified in 
the study. The first site is at 
87 & 0 Brimfield Road and 
is next to the Department of 
Public Works. In this concep-
tual design there would be 
more apparatus space for the 
fire department and plenty of 
public and staff parking. 

The second site is at 48 
High St./100 Maple St., 
which is near the Municipal 
Building. On the Maple 
Street property is a house 
that had a fire and a small 
driveway that leads to the 
house. The design and floor 
plan for this site is the same 
as the Brimfield Road site. 

The third site is off Old 
West Warren Road, which is 
currently a hay field and is 
on a hill. The site does climb 
up and does have a wetland 
close by. 

The probable costs were 
explained by McElravy 
and will include construc-
tion cost, project develop-
ment, and contingency. The 
estimated cost for the com-
plex on Brimfield Road is 
$25,637,000, High Street/
Maple Street is $26,132,000, 
and Old West Warren Road is 
$30,900,000. 

The tax impact figures 
were explained by finan-
cial advisor, Ben Oglesby. 
The tax impacts were based 
off assumed single family 
home values with assuming 
no future growth in Warren, 
an assumed interest rate and 
timelines of 20, 25, and 30 
years. 

The assumed single fami-
ly value number used in this 
example was $290,000. For 
the example of a 20-year 
timeline, $30 million, and 
a 3.5 % assumed interest 
rate, it would be $365 per 
$100,000 annual and $1,059 
based off the assumed sin-
gle-family value of home 
($290,000). The payments 
vary based on the annual plan 

and can be viewed on the 
copy of the presentation that 
is posted on the town web-
site. 

The public understands 
the needs of both depart-
ments but wants to know 
if there is an option that is 
affordable for the town. 
Several residents expressed 
that a new police station is a 
higher need due to the cur-
rent location they are in. 

Lavoie spoke on the 
needs of the fire department 
and mentioned the increase 
of call volumes even though 
the population of the Town 
hasn’t increased. The Fire 
Department wants to be able 
to provide those services. 

McElravy began dis-
cussing additional options, 
including a scenario where 
the town builds on depart-
ment now and the next one 
18 months later. The project-
ed cost of building a police 
station first and a fire station 
later would be $28,145,000 
versus the Public Safety 
Complex on Brimfield Road 
site costing $25,637,000. 

Tecton reviewed other 
options including a reduced 
program police station. This 
would eliminate the firearms 
training simulator and a fit-
ness room. Another option is 
for the town to purchase the 
bank building in the center of 
Warren and make that loca-
tion the new police station. 
The other is an addition and 
renovation on the existing 
fire station. 

McElravy had cost esti-
mates done if only a police 
station was built off the 
Brimfield Road site. The 
estimated cost would be 
$10,782,000 and $9,826,000 
without the simulator. At the 
Maple Street location, the 
cost would be around $10.3 
million, $9.3 million with-
out the simulator, and $8.8 
million without the simulator 
and the fitness center. 

For fire station only, the 
cost for a fire station off 
Brimfield Road would be 
around $16.8 million and 
$15,183,000 if they had one 
less apparatus bay. 

To provide an example 
of what the options would 
look like and are appropri-
ate for a rural town such as 
Warren, McElravy showed 
examples of buildings Tecton 
had worked on. The cur-
rent police station in North 
Brookfield was done by 
Tecton 17 years ago and is 
about 10,000 square feet. 

It was then time to dis-
cuss the bank building, which 
used to house Cornerstone 
Bank. McElravy shared his 
expertise on the building and 
said, “it’s worth taking a look 
at and doing some further 
studies on.” 

However, the building 
would have to be brought up 
to code. 

One of McElravy’s con-
cerns was the flooring in the 
building and the idea of a jail 
cell being on a wooden floor. 
ADA issues still apply, and a 
hazardous materials investi-
gation would have to happen 
if the town wanted to pursue 
the bank building idea. 

The approximate cost for 
a study on the bank building 
would be around $55,000. 

Ferrera mentioned that 
a vote at a Town Meeting 
would have to happen if the 
town wanted to do a study on 
the bank building. 

Oglesby returned to go 
over tax impact if the town 
were to do $9 million on a 25 
and 30 year timeline. 

“ T h e  s t a t e  o f 
Massachusetts allows towns 
to borrow up to 30 years 
for these types of projects,” 
Oglesby said. “30 years is a 
perfectly valid assumption to 
make.”

When  t a lk ing  abou t 
expanding on the current 
fire station, McElravy talked 

about a similar project that 
happened to the Wilbraham 
Fire Station. The town decid-
ed to make additions to the 
existing fire station. 

Talking about what hap-
pens next, the town could 
seek potential funding for 
expanded studies, the Select 
Board chooses a single 
site/design option and then 
there will be a future Town 
Meeting and ballot question. 

As of now, the town is still 
in a discovery phase and has 
plenty of options to consid-
er. Ray Kopacko came up to 
speak and knows the town 
has a lot more to talk about 
before making any sort of 
decision. 

“It’s crucial to know what 
the town is willing to do,” 
Kopacko said. 

Kopacko wanted to see 
a show of hands as to what 
people in the audience are 
willing to go with as an 
option. Many showed hands 
in support of a $30 million, 
$20 million, and a $10 mil-
lion option and Kopacko 
thought it was important to 
show during this community 
conversation. 

There is a special town 
meeting coming up in the fall 
and the town could discuss 
the topics of getting a study 
done for the bank building 
and a study on the fire station 
expansion. There was clear-
ly interest expressed for both 
options and the town would 
like an idea of what the cost 
would be to renovate the 
bank building and to expand 
on the current fire station. 

The public asked if grants 
could help with the cost of 
getting studies done. Ferrera 
said the town will certainly 
look around, but there is no 
guarantee of a grant. 

When discussing the bank 
building, McElravy brought 
up the building code and the 
bank building would have to 
be in full compliance with 

the code. A study on the 
building will determine if the 
building can be used or not. 

McElravy did mention 
that the town would also have 
to address the Department 
of Sanitation when trying to 
make the bank building com-
pliant with the building code. 

Selectmen Chair Richard 
Eichacker explained to the 
public that the bank building 
would change drastically to 
be compliant with the code 
and be a risk level four police 
stat ion/building.  Tecton 
needs to know more about 
the bank building to see what 
is needed to make it compli-
ant. 

Lavoie came up to quick-
ly comment on the impor-
tance of a study being done 
for both department build-
ings and the studies will help 
answer future questions the 
public may have. Lavoie 
wanted the public to under-
stand the various scenarios of 
what the town could do and 
invest money into a potential 
project. 

“A study was done for 
a modern-day police and 
fire station…of what is 
acceptable,” Lavoie said. 
“Understand where we’re 
going to put our money in.” 

Lavoie also stated that this 
was done for the health and 
safety of the employees who 
have to work in these build-
ings. 

With no further com-
ments, Ferrera thanked the 
public for attending this third 
community conversation. The 
Town Administrator will take 
any emailed questions in case 
any come up after this public 
safety complex informational 
meeting. 

Further announcement 
will be made in the near 
future during future Board of 
Selectmen meetings. 

SAFETY COMPLEX
 from page 9
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BELCHERTOWN – The 
inaugural Quabbin Days 
celebration (www.quabbin-
days.org) will have its offi-
cial launch ceremony on 
Friday, Oct. 10 at 10 a.m. at 
the Quabbin Reservoir Les 
and Terry Campbell Visitor 
Center, 100 Winsor Road.

The opening ceremo-
ny will feature remarks by 
Quabbin Region state sen-
ators, representatives and 
other invited guests.

Running Oct. 10-13, at 
the height of New England’s 
breathtaking foliage season, 
Quabbin Days is a four-
day celebration designed to 
highlight the natural beauty, 
cultural heritage, and com-
munity spirit of the Quabbin 
Region. It is a project of 
the Friends of the Quabbin 
(www.fr iendsofquabbin.
org) and is being support-

ed through a grant from the 
Mass Cultural Council’s 
Creative Experiences pro-
gram.

A celebration of the 
Quabbin Region

Quabbin Days brings 
together towns, organiza-
tions, and businesses across 
the region to host activities 
that showcase what makes 
this area so unique. From 
historical tours and outdoor 
adventures to local arts, food, 
and culture, the Quabbin 
Region (www.quabbindays.
org/region) offers something 
for everyone.

Visitors can use the event 
website, www.QuabbinDays.
org, to browse a growing 
calendar of activities and 
explore an interactive map 
to plan their own adventures. 
Participation is open and 

flexible, and any town, busi-
ness, or community group 
can add an event to the line-
up.

History and inspiration
The Quabbin Reservoir, 

created in the 1930s, is one 
of the largest man-made 
public water supplies in the 
United States. Today, it pro-
vides pristine drinking water 
to 2.7 million people, primar-
ily in the Metro Boston area, 
while serving as a haven for 
wildlife and outdoor recre-
ation.

M a n a g e d  b y  t h e 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
and the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority,the 
Quabbin Reservoir and its 
surrounding lands stand as a 
model of conservation. 

For hikers, anglers, nature 

photographers, and history 
enthusiasts, Quabbin Days is 
an invitation to experience 
this extraordinary landscape 
at its most vibrant.

For  the  fu l l  s ched-
ule of events, visit www.
QuabbinDays.org.

About the Friends 
of the Quabbin

The  F r i ends  o f  t he 
Quabb in  (www. f r i end -
sofquabbin.org) is a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 
promoting the natural, cultur-
al, and historical significance 
of the Quabbin Region. 
Through advocacy, educa-
tion, and community partner-
ships, the organization works 
to protect the watershed and 
share its stories with future 
generations.

Inaugural Quabbin Days launches Oct. 10

HARDWICK – Watching 
Maggie McClure and Shane 
Henry (The Imaginaries) 
perform together,  you 
instantly see the chemistry 
and the deep commitment 
they share with each other 
and to their music. 

The Imaginaries will 
bring their  Americana/
Roots-Rock sound to The 
Center at Eagle Hill, 242 
Old Petersham Road, on 
Saturday, Oct. 18.

Formed on the open 
p l a ins  o f  t he i r  home 
state of Oklahoma, The 
Imaginaries is composed 
of husband-and-wife duo 
McClure (piano, vocals) and 
Henry (guitar, vocals). The 

Imaginaries blend Henry’s 
guitar-slinging, blues-rock 
roots with McClure’s boldly 
vulnerable singer-songwriter 
sensibility. The results are 
a pop-Americana aesthet-
ic that evokes Tom Petty, 
Fleetwood Mac, The Civil 
Wars, and Bonnie Raitt. 

The i r  2021  se l f - t i -
t led debut album, The 
Imaginaries, marked the 
beginning of their journey as 
a band after individual suc-
cesses as solo artists; their 
sophomore album, Fever, 
was just released in August 
of 2025. Together, McClure 
and Henry wrote and pro-
duced the soundtrack for the 
feature film “A Cowgirl’s 
Song”, and they have shared 
the stage with Judy Collins, 
The Gatlin Brothers, John 
Waite, Sixpence None the 
Richer, and more. 

Their live performances 
promise mesmerizing vocal 
harmonies, driving pop-rock 

tunes, heartfelt singer-song-
writer ballads, delicious gui-
tar tones, and dazzling solos.

The Imaginaries will per-
form at The Center at Eagle 
Hill on Saturday, Oct. 18 at 
7 p.m. Tickets are $35 for 
adults, $30 for students and 
seniors. 

The Center also offers 
discounted $10 tickets to 
EBT cardholders through 
Massachusetts’ Card to 
Culture Program. For tickets 
and information, visit www.
thecenterateaglehill.org or 
call the Box Office at 413-
477-6746.

About The Center
The Center at Eagle Hill 

is a performance venue in 
central Massachusetts pre-
senting world class music, 
dance, theatre, and comedy. 
For more information about 
this, and other events please 
visit www.thecenterateagle-
hill.org. 

Submitted Photo
Maggie McClure and Shane 
Henry of The Imaginaries 
will perform at The Center 
at Eagle Hill on Saturday, 
Oct. 18 at 7 p.m.

Husband and wife Americana duo to perform in Hardwick School district to 
conduct preschool 
screenings 

WARE – In accordance 
with Massachusetts Special 
Education Regulations, 603 
CMR 28.03, the Ware Public 
School district shall conduct 
screening for 3 and 4 year-
olds and for all children who 
are of age to enter kindergar-
ten. 

Such screening shall be 
designed to review a child’s 
development and to assist in 
identification of those chil-
dren who should be referred 
for an evaluation to determine 
eligibility for special educa-
tion services.

If you are a parent or 
guardian of a 3 or 4-year old 
or of a child and suspect a dis-
ability based upon a signif-
icant delay in development, 
please contact: Kelly Walsh, 
Preschool Coordinator, SMK 
Elementary School, 4 Gould 
Road, Ware, MA 010182 or 
call 413-967-4087.

HARDWICK –  The 
Hardwick Recycling Center, 
2011 Barre Road, will hold 
a Bulk Waste Collection 
Event on Saturday, Oct. 18 
from 8 a.m.-noon.

This event is open to the 
residents of Hardwick and 
surrounding towns. A recy-
cling center sticker is not 
required. 

Please note, there are 
fees per item charged to 
cover the cost of hauling 
and processing. Cash or 
check payment to “Town of 
Hardwick” accepted.

Prices are as follows: 
mattress/waterbed mattress/
futon, $30; couch, $30; 
sleeper sofa bed/pullout 
couch, $40; loveseat/uphol-
stered chair, $25; pool table, 
$25; wall unit cabinets, $20; 
large entertainment cen-

ter, $20; sink, $15; ceiling 
fan/upright fan/box fan, 
$10; toilet, $20; carpeting/
foam carpet backing, $15; 
kitchen/dining table, $15; 
bookcase/bureau, $15; trash 
compactor, $10; wood-
en chair/end table/coffee 
table/night stand, $12; car 
seat (baby/child), $7; bulk 
Styrofoam (bagged), $5; 
and suitcases, $5.

The staff and volunteers 
reserve the right to price or 
reject other items not listed 
above accordingly on site.

For more information, 
people can email recy-
cling@townofhardwick.com 
or stop by the Hardwick 
Recycling Center during 
open hours. Volunteers are 
also needed during the Bulk 
Waste Collection Event.

Recycling Center offers 
bulk waste day Oct. 18
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First ever car 
show pays 
tribute to U.S. 
horsepower

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Car enthu-
s i a s t s  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r 
nation’s independence and 
American-made horsepow-
er at the first ever Great 
American Muscle Car Show 
held at Palmer Motorsports 
Park this past Saturday.

Hundreds of American 
muscle cars were on dis-
play at the track, ranging 
from hot rods and gassers, to 
popular “pony cars” such as 
Mustangs and Challengers.

This event was spon-
sored by Sarat Ford Lincoln 
and Palmer Motorsports 
P a r k ,  a l o n g  w i t h 
EMPERFORMANCE. The 
Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 
gave a live broadcast from 
the car show and played 
tunes for all to enjoy. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Bob Desroches of Spencer is shown with his 1949 Chevy vintage gasser racecar.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Selectboard Vice-
Chair Josh Kusnierz said he was 
contacted about concerns regard-
ing access to the Mass Central 
Rail Trail in the area of Oakridge 
Circle.

At the Selectboard’s July 1 
meeting, Kusnierz said a resident 
shared his concerns and video 
footage of ATVs, dirt bikes, golf 
carts and unleashed animals enter-
ing private property. He expressed 
his own concerns about someone 
being hurt by the use of motorized 
vehicles on the trail. 

He said these motorized vehi-
cles do not belong on the trail, and 
he said the placement of gates near 
Oakridge Circle would help to pre-
vent this type of unauthorized use 

Residents 
discuss 
concerns 
about rail 
trail usage

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Several res-
idents attended the July 
1  meet ing  to  ask  the 
Selectboard to reconsider its 
vote in support of keeping 
the care of the Lewis Gilbert 
Trust under current trust-
ee, Bank of America, with 
Baystate Health as its bene-
ficiary.

Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital members Cindy 
Allen Bourcier and Cathy 
Cascio, along with sev-
eral other residents, spoke 
in support of naming the 
Community Foundation of 

Western Massachusetts as 
the new trustee.

Bourcier said Bank of 
America made a decision 
on April 6 to turn the funds 
over to the Community 
Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts.

H o s p i t a l  R e v i e w 
Committee Chair Howard 
Trietsch said for the last 
four years, the committee 
has worked to bring health-
care back to town. He said 
the recent proposal by 
Baystate Health to open a 
site in town needs the trust 
fund money in order to 
move forward.

“This is an opportunity 
to bring healthcare back to 

Ware,” he said. “We have a 
real plan. It has a timeline, it 
has funding, it is Convenient 
Care…which by their defi-
nition has some urgent care 
components to it.”

Open meeting 
law complaint

S e l e c t b o a r d  C h a i r 
Nancy Talbot read the 
Selectboard’s response to 
Bourcier’s open meeting law 
complaint filed against the 
board’s executive session 
vote regarding the Lewis 
Gilbert Trust.

The Selectboard mem-
bers voted to release the dis- Submitted PhotoAt the July 1, the Selectboard appointed Somer Bren to serve as a full-time police officer on the Police Department. Bren is shown with Police Chief Shawn Crevier.

MUSCLE
GreatGreat

Car Show

Selectboard, residents discuss the use of trust funds

Questions 
needed for 
‘Meet the 
Candidates’ 
forum

W A R E  –  W a r e 
Community Television and 
the Ware River News will 
be hosting a “Meet the 
Candidates” forum prior to 
the Aug. 12 special election, 
and we need questions from 
the community.

Select questions will 
be asked to the candidates 
running for the Selectboard 
during the July 26 forum. 

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com or mail 
to Ware River News, 80 
Main St., Ware MA 01082. 
Written questions can also 
be dropped off at our office, 
80 Main St.

HARDWICK – A very 
special program was held 
on June 28 at at the Town 
House in Hardwick.  

A program,  Nat ive 
American Artifacts and 
Birds of Prey, by Julie 
Collier of Wingmasters 
was sponsored by the 
Paige Memorial Library 
with funding from the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council. 

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s 
revered birds of prey for 
their majestic appear-
ance as well as for 
their hunting prowess. 
To invoke the spirit 
of these powerful 
predators, Native 
peoples followed the 
ancient tradition of 
wearing or carrying 
bird of prey feathers. 
They also admired 
the subtle beauty of 
raptor feathers, from 
the black-and-white 
tail feathers of juvenile 
golden eagles to the wing 
feathers of hawks and fal-
cons, patterned with arrow-

head-shaped markings. 
The strong connection 

between raptors and Native 
Americans suggested this 
program which combines 
five live birds of prey with 
artifacts and both explains 
and shows how different 

Wingmasters visit Hardwick for Summer Reading

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Conservation Commission 
met on July 1 for a public 
hearing for a lot off Crouch 
Road. 

Presenting the project on 
Lot 3B of Crouch Road was 
Professional Land Surveyor 
for Land Planning Inc., Bryan 
Hill. The project consists of 
moving into the lot and there 
is a stream on site that needs 
to be crossed for access. Hill 
said the purpose of wanting 
to cross that stream is to pro-
vide the house on site with 
septic. 

The land surveyor’s goal 
is to still protect the wetlands 
and reduce disturbance areas. 
The project also features the 
installation of a safe driveway 
on the lot. 

The commission pulled a 
map of the lot on their screen 
and shared their main con-
cerns. Conservation Chair 
Joyce Eichacker circled some 
of the impacted areas on the 
map and wanted to have a 
description of what the house 
would look like. 

The house is going to 
have a walkway to access the 
porch and a walkway to the 
walk-in basement. There is 
also a plan to install an infil-
tration system for the roof 
runoff and a groundwater 
recharge. 

T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission had documen-
tation to share with the Hill 
that is required information. 
One of the sheets is a repli-
cation checklist, a document 
researchers are encouraged 
to follow and document when 

ConCom 
held public 
hearing

Submitted photosJulie Collier of Wingmasters has a peregrine falcon on her arm.

Julie Collier is shown 
here with a barred owl.

Please see CAR SHOW, 
page 6

Please see TRAIL, page 3

Please see FUNDS, page 5

Please see HEARING, 
page 5

Please see 
WINGMASTERS, page 12

Dan Flynn
 413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –

WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES 
THAN DURING

Call 
today!

25 years ago after Rydings 
found it online in the early 
days of dial-up internet.

“It was a rare color,” 
Rydings said. 

Rydings said the car was 
located in Kentucky, and that 
Whooten went down to look 
at it by himself to see if it 
was worth buying, when he 
called her.

“He said, ‘I bought it, 
you’re going to love it,’” she 
recalled.

Rydings then flew to 
Kentucky and drove the 
Porsche  back home to 
Massachusetts.

The couple has had many 
adventures in the 1986, even 
traveling through Canada and 
facing some language barri-
ers with a French speaking 
traffic patrolmen who pulled 
them over for speeding.

Porsches are known for 
being “ridiculously fast” 
Rydings said with a laugh.

Rydings recalled the pas-
tel blue Porsche Whooten 
owned when she first met 
him, and how she had mis-
taken it for a Volkswagen, 
like the 1973 bug she drove.

Learn ing  to  dr ive  a 
Porsche was a “really big dif-
ference,” she said.

Rydings and Whooten 
have been Porsche Club of 
America members for many 
years, and they also own a 
2011 Turbo S. 

The day before attending 
Porsche on the Mountain, 
Rydings brought the 1986 to 
the Concours d’Elegance at 
The Elms in Newport, Rhode 
Island, where it took first 
place in its category. 

Rydings talked about why 

she has been so loyal to the 
Porsche brand, which she has 
loved since she was 16 years 
old.

“It’s just like home to me, 
this car,” she said.

Leicester resident and 

owner of Bay State Brewing 
Co., Chip Jarry purchased 
his 2014 911 Carrera 4S this 
past July and brought it to its 
first Porsche on the Mountain 
event. Previous to this model, 
he owned a 964 for many 

years.
The 4S is an all-wheel 

drive vehicle, with more 
horsepower.

Jarry talked about the 
Porsche being a “driver’s 
car,” and how versatile it is 
going from the track to the 
road.

“Nothing drives like it,” 
he said. “It holds the road.”

Jarry said Porsches are 
also reliable and hold their 
value.

This year’s Porsche on 
the Mountain event was 
judged by Adam Wright of 
Unobtainium, a New York-
based business that deals 
in vintage Porsche cars and 
parts and provides vital 
resources to those restoring 
their project car.

“He knew his stuff,” 
Sandy said of Wright. 

Sandy said there were 23 

awards handed out at Porsche 
on the Mountain, including 
one for the dirtiest Porsche. 

“A lot of car shows are 
what are called ‘concours’ 
– the cleanest car wins…
Here in Palmer, we’re about 
driving, not keeping your car 
spotless,” he said.

Sandy said there was 
also an award for the high-
est mileage, which has gone 
each year to Tom Thalmann, 
who has an astonishing 
700,000 plus miles on his 
2003 Porsche 911 Turbo. 

Proceeds from Porsche on 
the Mountain helped to ben-
efit Homes for Our Troops, 
an organization dedicated to 
rebuilding the lives of severe-
ly injured post-9/11 veterans 
nationwide. 

Sandy thanked the events 
sponsors, including anchor 
sponsor Porsche Norwell 
and co-sponsors Musante 
Motorsports, Intercity Lines, 
Kachel Motor Company and 
HMS Motorsport. 

About Palmer 
Motorsports Park

Palmer Motorsports Park 
has been rated “One of the 
top 10 road courses in North 
America” by Road & Track 
Magazine. Its unique setting 
and challenging road course 
draws club members and vis-

itors from New England and 
beyond for racing, research, 
recreational, and business-re-
lated activities.

Upcoming events include 
EMP’s 7th annual Charity 
Car Show to benefit the 
Wounded Warrior Project on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 with gates 
open from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

All models and makes are 
welcomed. 

A $20 donation per vehi-
cle covers entry and car 
show. Optional Charity Laps 
($20 for three laps) are avail-
able to purchase at the park. 

For more information or 
to purchase an Accelerated 
Lap, visit https://emperfor-
mance.online/.

On Sunday, Oct.  19, 
Mustangs on the Mountain 
returns to benefit the West 
Brookfield-based Central 
N ew  E n g l a n d  E q u i n e 
Rescue, which has been pro-
viding care and homes to 
horses, ponies and donkeys 
for over 20 years. 

For more information 
about the event visit www.
mustangsonthemountain.
com.

For more information 
about Palmer Motorsports 
Park, visit palmermsp.com 
or follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram.

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Warren Rural Improvement 
Committee has asked the 
town to restore and update the 
Veterans Honor Roll memo-
rial in front of the Warren 
Library.  

The committee has com-
piled a current list of veterans 
who served during the wars 
that are currently listed on the 
honor roll plus a few addi-
tional names that need to be 
added.

To review the current 
veterans who are listed on 
the honor roll please visit 
the town’s website www.
warren-ma.gov. If there are 
any missing veterans who 
served during the wars listed 
please let Jim Ferrera, Town 
Administrator know by send-
ing an email to townadminis-
trator@warren-ma.gov. 

Any additional names must 
be submitted by no later than 
Friday, Oct. 17.

Town seeks names of veterans 
for honor roll memorial

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library will sponsor 
a multi-media experience 
presented by Jeff Belanger 
– a noted storyteller and 
researcher of lore and leg-
ends on Thursday, Oct. 16 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Warren 
Senior Center, 2252 Main 
St., West Warren.

Prepare to explore the 
unexplained with Belanger, 
the host, writer, and pro-

ducer of the New England 
Legends series on PBS and 
is the author of over a dozen 
books. He also hosts the pop-
ular New England Legends 
weekly podcast.

T h i s  eve n t  i s  f r e e . 
Sponsored by the Warren 
Public Library with a grant 
from the Warren Cultural 
Council and the MA Cultural 
Council

Jeff Belanger explores the 
unexplained on Oct. 16

PORSCHE from page 1

Ron Savenor provided laps in his 911 Cup racer at the 
Porsche on the Mountain event held on Oct. 5.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Rare and one-of-kind colors were found on Porsches 
throughout the event

Chip Jarry is shown with his 2014 911 Carrera 4S.

Participants enjoyed hot laps on the track with proceeds to benefit Home for Our Troops.

The red of these Porsches was enhanced by the foliage at the Whiskey Hill track.
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Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to 
Safe(r) Computing 

For $20, learn: 
• Passwords—How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering—What is it? How to 

avoid falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot 

them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and 

what to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
One of the Fire Department’s ambulances was on display.

Fire Prevention 
Week Oct. 5-11, 2025

Brynn Lagimoniere helped her 
father give tours at the fire station.

People were able to explore the apparatus at 
the fire station during the open house.

Kaitlyn Foucher and Lieutenant David Gambino 
passed out educational materials for children to 
promote fire safety.

WARE – The Ware 
Public Schools participate 
in the National School 
Lunch Program and the 
School Breakfast Program. 

As part of these pro-
grams, all schools offer 
healthy meals every school 
day at no cost to the stu-
dents due to the implemen-
tation of the Community 
Eligibility Provision for 
school year 2025-2026. 
Students receive breakfast 
and lunch at school with-
out having to pay a fee or 
submit a household appli-
cation. 

Non-discrimination 
statement

In  accordance with 
federal civil rights law 
and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture civil rights reg-
ulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited 
from discriminating on the 
basis of race, color, nation-
al origin, sex (including 
gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, 
or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity.

Program information 
may be made available 
in languages other than 
English. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alter-
native means of communi-
cation to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, 
large print,  audiotape, 
American Sign Language), 
should contact the respon-
sible state or local agency 
that administers the pro-
gram or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at 202-720-2600 

(voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at 800-877-
8339.

To  f i l e  a  p rogram 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c o m -
plaint ,  a  Complainant 
s h o u l d  c o m p l e t e  a 
Form AD-3027, USDA 
Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which 
can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.gov/
sites/default/files/docu-
ments/USDA-OASCR%20
P - C o m p l a i n t - F o r m -
0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail .pdf ,  f rom 
any USDA office, by call-
ing (866) 632-9992, or by 
writing a letter addressed 
to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s 
name, address, telephone 
number, and a written 
description of the alleged 
discriminatory action in 
sufficient detail to inform 
the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights about 
the nature and date of an 
alleged civil rights viola-
tion. 

The completed AD-3027 
form or letter must be 
submitted to USDA by: 
mail to U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410; or fax to 833-256-
1665 or 202-690-7442; or 
email to program.intake@
usda.gov.

This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

Ware school offer free 
meals for students

PALMER – The com-
munity is invited to give 
the gift of life by donat-
ing blood at the Baystate 
Health blood drive held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 15 
from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Baystate Wing Hospital, 
Snow Conference Room.

“There continues to be 
an urgent need for blood. 
When you donate blood to 
Baystate Health, your pre-
cious gift remains in our 
local communities,” said 
Nicole VanZandt, supervi-
sor of BRL Blood Donor 
Services. “Please help us 
to ensure a safe and ade-
quate blood supply is avail-
able by donating blood with 
the Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Program.”

“There is no substi-
tute for human blood,” 
VanZandt added. “Blood 
donations take approx-
imately one hour to com-
plete, including the inter-
view, donation, and refresh-
ments. To donate blood, 

you must be at least 17 
years old, weigh at least 
110 pounds, have a photo 
ID, be in good health (no 
colds or sore throat), and 
have not donated blood 
wi thin  the  pas t  e ight 
weeks.”

In appreciation, all eli-
gible donors will receive 
a $10 gift card. For more 
information or to book 
an appointment to donate 
blood, call the Blood Donor 
Center at 413-794-4600.

Baystate Wing hosts Mobile 
Blood Donation Team on Oct. 15

HARDWICK – The 
H a r d w i c k  F i r e m a n ’s 
Association will hold its 
5th annual 1st Alarm fund-
raiser from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 11 at 
the Hardwick Vineyard & 
Winery, 3305 Greenwich 
Road. 

The event begins at 9 
a.m. with a car show and 
registration for the burn-
out competition (held at 1 
p.m.) Car show registration 
will close at noon in order 

for the judging to take 
place. 

Burnouts will start at 
1 p.m.  and continue until 
all entered have compet-
ed. Open burnouts may be 
permitted after the com-
petition, depending on the 
number of entries. 

Due to elevated fire risk, 
there will be no bonfire this 
year. A charcoal s’mores 
pit will be available. 

Raffles will be sold and 
drawn at 3 p.m. 

Hardwick Fire holds annual 
1st Alarm fundraiser

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Quaboag Historical 
Society is pleased to spon-
sor a free talk by Christie 
Higginbottom, a horticul-
tural historian and former 
noted plant expert at Old 
Sturbridge Village, enti-
tled “An Infinite Variety of 
Fruit: Historic New England 
Apples.” 

This presentation will 
take place at  the West 
Brookfield Senior Center, 
located at 73 Central St., on 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at 1 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be 
served. Higginbottom’s talk 
will focus on the 19th-centu-
ry history of apples in New 
England. Hundreds of vari-
eties originated in historic 
orchards throughout the area 
and had evocative names 
such as Westfield Seek-No-
Further, Sheepnose, and 
Maiden’s Blush. 

Come by and learn about 
the history of heirloom 
apples and sample some 

unique varieties.
The QHS is dedicat-

ed to promoting and shar-
ing local history through 
talks, events, and activities. 
The QHS museum is also 
a wonderful place to learn 
about the six towns in the 
Plantation, which include 
East Brookfield, Brookfield, 
North Brookfield,  West 
Brookfield, Warren, and New 
Braintree. 

The organization always 
welcomes local historians 
and specialists to share their 
knowledge and ideas so that 
thwy can build stronger com-
munity connections through 
a shared history. 

Please register for the 
event by contacting Ed 
Londergan at ed.londergan@
gmail.com or 508-864-8685.

QHS sponsors program 
on history of apples
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lb
$179

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/9/25-10/15/2510/9/25-10/15/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP 16/20 CT
HEAD ON TAIL ON 1.5 LB BOX ...........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

OLD FASHIONED
GLAZED DONUTS 6 PAK .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

59¢USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ..

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$222
lb

lb

$149USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. 3 LB

SMOKED POLISH KIELBASA ...
USDA INSP. KAYEM 2 1/2 LB BOX

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS .................................... ea

ea
$599

$999

lb
$154

$149

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
RIB EYE STEAKS

lb

$599
lb

$999
lb

Spaghetti
   Dinner

Nov. 7
Dinner: 5-7pm
Band: 6pm

2150 Main St.
Three Rivers

Don’t want to cook – get take out!
Tickets available for purchase at the AmVets

Entertainment
provided by

THE GEEZERS!

Tickets $15
Children under 10 - FREE

Raffle 
Prizes & 

50/50

Lamothe introduced state 
Rep. Todd Smola, who spoke 
about the importance of each 
task forces’ work and the 
walk. 

“Every single year we have 
this event, it grows,” Smola 
said. 

Smola said people between 
the ages of 16-24 are at a 
higher risk to experience 
domestic violence, and he 
recognized the work the high 
school task force has done to 
improve these statistics.

In his role as a state repre-
sentative, Smola said he and 
his counterparts are aware the 
impact domestic violence has 
on the person experiencing 
abuse, and the barriers that 
prevent them from leaving. 
Some barriers are financial, 
and others involve fear of 
harm to their children or their 
pets. 

“These are very difficult, 
very challenging decisions a 
victim of domestic violence 
has to make,” he said. “It’s 
never that simple.”

Smola presented a cita-
tion from himself, state Rep. 
Donnie  Ber th iaume and 
state Sen. Peter Durant to 
Ware River Valley Domestic 
Vi o l e n c e  Ta s k  F o r c e 
Coordinator Monica Moran 
to commemorate to work this 
volunteer organization has 
accomplished.

Moran said hundreds of 
people in the communities of 
Ware, Warren and Hardwick 
have been a part of this effort. 
She said she was honored to 
have been a part of it. 

N e x t  t o  s p e a k  w a s 
Attorney Erin Aiello, Chief 
of the Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Unit for 
the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office, who shared 
information about the new law 
that recognizes coercive con-
trol as abuse.

“Abuse is not always vis-
ible,” Aiello said. “It is about 
power, not just violence.”

Aiello said awareness of 
domestic violence is the first 
step for abuse prevention, and 
the coercive control law is a 
step forward. Coercive control 
is “just as real, just as harm-
ful” as physical violence.

“Everyone deserves a life 
free from fear, free from vio-
lence and free to be them-
selves,” she said. 

Ware Jr./Sr. High School 
Domestic Violence Task Force 
Co-Advisor Jesse Trzpit said 
the task force is starting to see 
an increase in student partic-
ipation.

“It’s nice to see the school 
come together as a whole,” he 
said. 

Trzpit said the students 
have been working on writ-
ing prompts, and that their 
answered are displayed on the 
windows of the high school’s 
library for all to see.

“We hope that one day 
we can live in a world free 
of domestic violence,” Trzpit 
said.

Student and task force 
member Olivia DiRienzo 
said this year the students are 
learning about healthy rela-
tionships and how to recog-
nize controlling behavior.

“We will continue to do 
our small part to educate our 
peers and help someone in an 
abusive relationship,” she said.

Task force member Melissa 
Hutchins then read the words 
of domestic violence survivors 
who wanted to share their sto-
ries. 

“Domestic violence has 
no boundaries or biases,” 
she said. “You are not alone. 
We’re here for you.”

Walk  founder  Jenn ie 
Simmons and Selectboard 
Chair Nancy Talbot shared 
a list of milestones the task 
force has worked to reach over 
the past 25 yeas, helping to 

bring resources for domestic 
violence survivors closer to 
home.

Moran then presented Dan 
Orszulak, Ware Jr./Sr. High 
School Domestic Violence 
Task Force co-advisor with the 
Community Champion Award 
for his nearly two decades of 
commitment to the cause. She 
said his efforts have trans-
formed lives.

After a prayer was given 
by Deacon Peggy Baxter of 
the United Church of Ware, 
those gathered at Veterans 

Park picked up their signs and 
walked down Main Street, 
up Church Street and across 
Pleasant Street, before return-
ing to the park via North 
Street.

The Ware Knights  of 
Columbus Council 183 pro-
vided free hot dogs to all 
who were there, and Kuku 
the Clown provided endless 
entertainment. Roy Erickson 
supplied the use of his sound 
system and several resource 
agencies gave out information 
and free items.

A free bike raffle was held 
thanks to a donation from 
Walmart secured by Police 
Chief Shawn Crevier. The 
Warren and Hardwick police 
departments also provided 
bike helmets. 

About the task force
The Ware River Valley 

Domestic Violence Task Force 
currently serves Ware, Warren 
and Hardwick. The mission of 
the task force is to prevent and 
respond to domestic violence 
in these towns with commu-
nity-led, community driven 
initiatives.

Domesticomestic Violenceiolence Awarenesswareness

The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task Force 
is funded by a grant award-
ed to the Town of Ware by 
the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
through the Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program, by the 
Massachusetts Office of Rural 
Health, and by donations from 

the community.
Task force members are a 

group of over 300 communi-
ty members, survivors, and 
representatives from local 
and county agencies that have 
been at work preventing and 
ending intimate partner vio-
lence since 2000. 

For more information, 
visit www.waredvtaskforce.
org or follow the task force on 
Facebook.

DV WALK from page 1

Attorney Erin Aiello, Chief 
of the Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Unit for 
the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s Office spoke about 
the coercive control law.

Walk founder Jennie Simmons 
and Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot spoke during the event. 

The Hardwick-New Braintree Police Department was represented by 
Officer Andrew Ronnau and Clerk Lori Hoffman.

Quabbin 
Regional High 
School student, 
Sadie, joined 
the Domestic 
Violence 
Awareness 
Walk.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Community members made signs to carry during the walk.

Ware River Valley Domestic Violence Task Force 
Coordinator Monica Moran held a sign while walking with 
Joe Vecchione.

Lori  Brooks performed 
before the start of the 10th 
annual Domestic Violence 
Awareness Walk.

High School task force 
member Olivia DiRienzo 
spoke about the task 
force’s work this school 
year.

Community members and allies joined the walk to support 
survivors.

Community members showed support for domestic violence survivors.

Hampshire County Register of Probate Mark 
Ames walked with Ware River Valley Domestic 

Violence Task Force member Sue Lewandowski.
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WARE – Last Thursday 
night, the Ware High School 
girls soccer team got a hat 
trick from Isabella Cotaj 
and road that to a 4-1 win 
over Hoosac Valley. Cotaj 
had three of the goals while 
Madisyn Slattery scored the 

fourth. The Indians entered 
halftime with a 3-1 lead 
and added an additional 
goal. The Indians improved 
to 4-5-2 on the season. 
Coming up, the Indians will 
host Smith Vocational on 
Thursday, Oct. 9 at 7 p.m.

Three-goal first 
half paces Indians

Olivia DiRienzo heads the ball during 
early play.

Reaghan Jacobs delivers 
a nice side shot.

Alexandra Marceau read-
ies this ball for play.

Carlea Foley clears the ball at goal.

Madisyn Slattery plays the ball at midfield.

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEBSTER—The first 
meeting of the regular sea-
son between the Oxford 
and Quaboag Regional 
girls’ varsity soccer teams 
was tied 1-1 at halftime.

The Lady Cougars 
managed to score two sec-
ond half goals leading to a 
3-1 victory over the Lady 
Pirates, which was held at 
Bartlett High School, last 
Wednesday afternoon.

The reason why the 
Central Mass. Athletic 
Conference (D) match-
up was held in Webster 
is because Oxford co-ops 
with Bartlett High School. 

“This  t eam has  a 
way of responding and I 
thought we played a lot 
better in the second half,” 
said first-year Quaboag 
head coach Joe Mooney. 
“It always feels very nice 
to come away with the 
win.”

Mooney,  who also 
coached the Lady Cougars 
varsity soccer team twelve 
years ago, replaced Norm 
St. Denis, who stepped 
down as the Lady Cougars 
varsity soccer coach prior 
to the start of the regular 

Quaboag 
girls soccer 
defeats 
Oxford

PALMER – After a disap-
pointing 0-4 start, Pathfinder foot-
ball returned home to face Smith 
Vocational in a Tri-County match-
up. The Vikings grabbed an early 
touchdown, but Pathfinder scored 
28 unanswered points for a 28-8 vic-
tory. The Pioneers improved 1-4 and 
actually have a bye this coming week. 
They will be back in action on Friday, 
Oct. 17 at McCann Tech at 7 p.m.

Early touchdown doesn’t 
hurt, Pioneers get first win Pioneers get first win

Cassian Kowalik makes a 
good block for Pathfinder.

Grayson Griswold passes 
up the middle of the field.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Caleb Crum looks to keep his 
run going for the Pioneers.

Jarrett Skowyra Jarrett Skowyra 
starts a return starts a return 
for Pathfinder.for Pathfinder.

The offensive line 
attempts to hold off 

Smith Vocational.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BA R R E — F o l l ow i n g 
back-to-back home shutout 
losses to North Middlesex 
and Clinton, the Quabbin 
girls’ varsity soccer team 
entered their first ever meet-
ing with Ayer Shirley look-
ing to get back into the win 
column again.

In a battle of two teams 
n i c k n a m e d  t h e  L a d y 
Panthers, Quabbin netted 
four goals in each half en 
route to an 8-0 shutout vic-
tory in a Mid-Wach D con-
test held at Alumni Field, 
last Tuesday afternoon. 

“We hadn’t scored a goal 
in our past two games. We 
had several different players 
score goals in today’s game, 
which was very nice to see,” 
said Quabbin head coach 
John Gillis. “We played 
really well, and we were 
able to finish our chances 
against a very good soccer 

team.” 
Quabbin’s second home 

win of the regular sea-
son improved their overall 
record to 5-3-1. 

T h e  Q u a b b i n  L a d y 
Panthers are trying to qual-

ify for the Division 3 state 
tournament for the first time 
since the MIAA changed the 
postseason format in the fall 
of 2021. The last time that 

Offense shines in shutout win
Goalie Kelsey Allen throws 
the ball to a teammate.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Maya Putnam heads up the field.

Katy Twarog tries to settle the ball.

Please see QUABOAG, 
page 10

Please see QUABBBIN, 
page 10
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season.
“I  missed coaching 

soccer, and I really enjoy 
working with these kids,” 
Mooney said. “Norm cer-
tainly prepared the girls 
well. He’s an outstanding 
soccer coach.”

St. Denis informed his 
players at the end of last 
season that he wouldn’t 
be returning as the varsity 
coach. 

“Coach St. Denis did 
tell us that he was leaving,” 
said Quaboag senior cap-
tain Maddie Bagg. “It has 
been a big change for us, 
but coach Mooney is a very 
good coach. We’re learning 
about each other together. 
It has been an enjoyable 
experience so far.” 

T h e  r o a d  v i c t o r y 
improved Quaboag’s over-
all season record to 5-3-1. 
The Lady Cougars defeated 
Worcester Doherty in their 
previous game. They’ve 
won back-to-back games 
for the first time this sea-
son.

“This was our second 
win in a row,” Mooney 
said. “I think we’re heading 
in the right direction.”

The Lady Pirates (3-5-1) 
grabbed a 1-0 lead during 
the fifth minute of the 
opening half following a 
goal from freshman Amira 
Seddiki.

It was the only goal 
a l l owed  by  Quaboag 
junior keeper Persepho 
Piermarini, who didn’t have 
to make very many saves.

The  Lady  Cougar s 
scored the tying goal less 
than ten minutes later. 

Senior Maddie Potvin 
drove down the middle of 
the field before firing a low 
shot into the left corner of 
the net past Oxford senior 
goalie Paige Reynolds for 

an unassisted goal.
“Maddie Potvin always 

finds the back of the net,” 
Bagg said. “We knew that 
we could make a comeback 
after falling behind early in 
the game.”

In the middle of the first 
half, Potvin had another 
shot attempt, but Reynolds 
made a diving save which 
kept the contest tied. 

T h e  v i s i t o r s  f r o m 
Warren took the lead for 
the first time during the 
51st minute when Bagg put 
a set-shot into the right cor-
ner for an unassisted goal.

“I just had an open shot 
and decided to take it,” said 
Bagg, who only plays soc-
cer. “It felt very good to 
score the go-ahead goal.”

Bagg  has  commi t -
ted to playing soccer at 
Bates College, which is in 
Lewiston, Maine.

The other seniors listed 
on the Lady Cougars varsi-
ty roster are Hayssa Freitas, 
Serenitee Gagnon, Briana 
Hawk, Olive Moulton, 
Ava Ostrout, Gabrielle 
Riendeau, and Makayla 
Savoie. The seniors have 
never lost to the Lady 
Pirates on the soccer pitch.

“We do have a large 
senior class this year,” 
Bagg said. “Most of us 
have been playing soccer 
together for many years. 
We’re looking forward to 
our senior night game in a 
couple of weeks.”

The  Lady  Cougar s 
senior night is scheduled 
to be held on October 15 
against rival Tantasqua.

During the 76th minute, 
Potvin delivered a crossing 
pass to Riendeau, who put 
a shot into the back of the 
net sealing Quaboag’s fifth 
win of the season.

The Lady Cougars are 
scheduled to host Oxford 
on October 11.

QUABOAG from page 9

Quabbin played in a postsea-
son tournament match was in 
2019. They defeated Hudson, 
2-0, in a Central Mass. 
Division 3 first round game 
that season before losing to 
Bromfield in the quarterfi-
nals.

“It has been a long time 
since we’ve qualified for the 
postseason tournament. This 
win moves us two games 
over the .500 mark, which is 
very important,” Gillis said. 
“We have a very big game at 
Fitchburg on Thursday night. 
We just need to keep playing 
the same way as we did in 
today’s game.” 

T h e  Q u a b b i n  L a d y 
Panthers suffered a 2-0 loss 
against the Red Raiders 
and were ranked 58th in the 
MIAA power rankings. The 
top 32 teams in each of the 
five Divisions automatically 
qualifies for the state tourna-
ment. 

The Ayer Shirley Lady 
Panthers had a 2-7 record fol-
lowing the road loss.

In last Tuesday’s match, 
Quabbin was led offensively 
by junior Ailey Majoy, who 
recorded her first hat-trick of 
the regular season.

“Ailey has been putting 
the ball into the net a lot 
more than she did last sea-
son,” Gillis said. “She scored 
a hat-trick, which was our 
third one so far this season.”

Senior co-captain Abigail 
Falconi, who’s Quabbin’s 
leading goal scorer, and 
freshman Allie Lipiec have 
also recorded hat-tricks this 
fall.

E l i zabe th  Matheson , 
who’s Quabbin’s other senior 
co-captain, is sidelined with 
an injury.  

Down at the other end of 
the field, senior goalkeeper 
Kelsey Allen, who’s a first-
year starter, made a total of 
14 saves in posting her third 
shutout of the season.

Allen was replaced with 
eight minutes remaining 
in regulation against Ayer 
Shirley by freshman Zoey 
Salvador, who didn’t have to 
make any saves.

The anchors of Quabbin’s 
defensive unit are junior’s 
Grace VanOudenhove and 

Sienna Shaw.
Their other two starting 

defenders are senior Anna 
Labrousse and eighth grader 
Katy Twarog. 

Majoy scored her first 
goal of the match by putting 
a shot into the right corner 
of the net past Ayer Shirley 
freshman goalie Sophia 
DeBlasio for an unassisted 
goal during the 12th minute 
of the opening half.    

Three minutes later, junior 
Maya Putnam sent a pass to 
Majoy, who fired a break-
away shot into the right cor-
ner of the net giving her team 
a 2-0 advantage. 

Falconi scored the first of 
her two goals during the 33rd 

minute by putting a low shot 
into the left corner.

Quabbin’s final goal of 
the opening half came on a 
corner kick two minutes later.

Junior  Sadie Kennan 
booted the ball into the box 
from the left corner. The ball 
bounced back out to Kennan. 
She then fired a perfectly 
placed shot into the upper 
right corner.

“That was a very nice shot 

by Sadie on the corner kick 
goal late in the first half,” 
Gillis said. “She works so 
hard and I’m very happy for 
her.”

Majoy completed her hat-
trick in the middle of the 
second half with a high shot 
attempt that deflected into 
the net off the goalie’s hands.

Falconi increased the lead 
to 6-0 by scoring her second 
goal in the 67th minute.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the home team was 
Lipiec, who netted a pair of 
goals with less than five min-
utes remaining in the contest.

Quabbin will be looking 
to sweep the season series 
when they travel to Ayer 
Shirley on Oct. 23.

QUABBIN from page 9

H O LY O K E  –  L a s t 
T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n , 
Pathfinder boys soccer, 
which co-ops with Palmer 
High School, suffered a 5-0 
loss at Holyoke High School. 
Holyoke, which improved to 

8-5-1 and is headed for the 
tournament, got two goals 
each from Xevier Davila 
and Ryan Kennedy. All of 
Holyoke’s scoring came in 
the second half. Pathfinder 
fell to 3-6-1 on the season.

Pioneers have no answer swer 
for Holyoke offense

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
William Wright chases down a loose ball on defense.

ABOVE: Brody Wetnicka focuses on 
keeping possession.

CENTER: Owen Pear advances the ball up 
the field.

Cayden Bousquet shuffles a pass to his left.

Abees Castillo-
Clotter looks to 
get around a 
Holyoke defender.

Ailey Majay 
gets a foot 
on the ball.

Grace Vanoudenhove steals the ball and turns play around.

Anna 
Labrousse 
clears the 
ball away.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
picked up a 2-1 over-
t i m e  v i c t o r y  o n 
Sunday over the 
Providence 
B r u i n s 
i n s i d e  t h e 
M a s s M u t u a l 
Center to close 
their preseason 
slate. 

The  Bru ins  p icked 
up the first goal of the 
afternoon on a power 
play with 1:08 remain-
ing in the first, as Lynden 
McCallum lifted a one-tim-
er over the right shoulder 
of Vadim Zherenko to 
give Providence the 1-0 
lead at intermission. That 
came less than a minute 
after Hugh McGing was 
awarded a penalty shot, 
but could not get the puck 
past Simon Zajicek in the 
Bruins goal crease.

Spr ingfie ld  had an 
answer from one of their 
veterans at 3:53 of the 
s e c o n d  w h e n  C o r e y 
Schueneman  l i f t ed  a 
point wrister through traf-
fic and past Zajicek to tie 
the score. McGing had 
what appeared to be the 
go-ahead goal on a power 
play at 14:07 of the period, 
but after replay, the offi-
cials waved it off, saying 
that the T-Birds forward 
had directed the puck in 
with a kicking motion.

Zherenko’s night was 
complete after 40 minutes 

and 20 saves on 21 shots. 
Gage Alexander came on 

for the third peri-
od and overtime 

and stopped 
all nine 
shots he 

faced.
After nei-

t h e r  t e a m 
could break 

t h e  i c e in the third 
period, the T-Birds picked 
up the triumph in the extra 
frame as Nikita Alexandrov 
fed a  saucer  pass  to 
McGing’s blade at 3:32, 
and McGing got enough of 
it to beat Zajicek upstairs 
to finish the game.

The T-Birds now pre-
pare themselves for the 
regula r  season  s la te , 
beginning with MGM 
Springfield Opening Night 
on Saturday, Oct.  11, 
at 6:05 p.m. against the 
Charlotte Checkers inside 
Thunderdome. The action 
starts with the Community 
Bank N.A. Block Party 
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the 
Plaza at MGM Springfield, 
featuring live music from 
Moonlight Saints. Fans 
are encouraged to arrive 
at the MassMutual Center 
early for pregame ceremo-
nies, including full team 
introductions, which will 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. 
- all fans in attendance 
will receive a T-Birds 10th 
Anniversary Banner and a 
magnet schedule.

T-Birds score 
preseason win

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notices
Kenyon, Judy (Sherman)
Died Sept. 12, 2025

Sablack, Mary A.
Died Oct. 3, 2025
Services Oct. 14, 2025

Warren Police Log

public safety

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Comedic actor 

Rogen
  5. Bits per inch
  8. Tire pressure 

measurement
 11. Angels great Mike
 13. Own (Scottish)
 14. Notable FI racing 

team
 15. Upper bract of 

grass
 16. Tax collector
 17. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Skeletal muscle
 21. Popular fish type
 22. Salts of acetic acid
 25. Arriving early
 30. Worded
 31. Single Lens Reflex
 32. Amphibians
 33. Warm greeting

 38. Belonging to a 
thing

 41. Segmented worm
 43. Concerns
 45. Audacious
 47. Wings
 49. Type of drug
 50. Wind chill formula 

scientist Charles
 55. Island close to the 

U.S.
 56. “To the __ degree”
 57. Daniel __, French 

composer
 59. A way to march
 60. Where golfers begin
 61. Spiritual leader 
 62. Of she
 63. Mental disorder 

concerning body 
odor (abbr.)

 64. Tall, slender-leaved 
plant

CLUES DOWN
  1. Engine additive
  2. Amounts of time
  3. Fragrant brown 

balsam used in
      perfume
  4. Color properties
  5. One who hands over
  6. Thieves of the sea
  7. Put in
  8. Nocturnal rodents
  9. Pouches
 10. Systems, doctrines, 

theories
 12. Greek alphabet letter
 14. Greek goddess of 

youth
 19. Satisfy
 23. Partly digested food
 24. Dictator
 25. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of the 

Greek alphabet

 27. A major division of 
geological time

 28. Angry
 29. St. Francis of __
 34. Romanian monetary 

unit
 35. Stale
 36. Go quickly
 37. Commercials
 39. Canadian city
 40. One who slices
 41. Perform perfectly
 42. Nest of pheasants
 44. Tactile sensations
 45. Sword
 46. Climactic
 47. Adrenocorticotrophin
 48. Fisherman’s tool
 51. Swiss river
 52. Plant that makes gum
 53. A French abbot
 54. One point east of 

northeast
 58. Get free of

Ware Police Log
During the week of Sept. 

29-Oct. 7, the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
26 miscellaneous calls, 43 
administrative calls, nine 
traffic violations, 13 emer-
gency 911 calls, four motor 
vehicle accidents,  three 
harassments, five thefts/lar-
cenies, three trespasses, one 
robbery, one safety hazard, 
two frauds/deceptions, one 
damage/vandalism, 15 ani-
mal calls and 43 motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of Ware.

Monday, Sept. 29
3 :31  p .m.  Trespass /

Unwanted,  West Street , 
Services Rendered

6:47 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Report Made

Tuesday, Sept. 30
1:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Pulaski Street, Arrest 
Made

3 :04  p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, Cummings Road, 
Services Rendered

10:30 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
North Street, Advised

Wednesday, Oct. 1
2:05 a.m. Robbery, West 

Main Street, Investigated
8:26 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Belchertown Road, 
Could Not Locate

4:16 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Unknown Location, 
Dispatch Handled

4:31 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Pleasant Street, Could 
Not Locate

4:52 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
North Street, Advised

Thursday, Oct. 2
1 2 : 5 9  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 

Violation/Hazard, Palmer 
Road, Arrest Made

6:03 a.m. Warrant Service, 
Otis Avenue, Arrest Made

7:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

3 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, North Street, Report 
Made

7:37 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Could Not 
Locate

11:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, North Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Friday, Oct. 3
5:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

5:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:05 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:37 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Appears 
Secure After Check

9 :49  a .m .  Trespass /
Unwanted, Pine Crest Circle, 
Assist Given

6:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, East Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

Saturday, Oct. 4
12:20 p.m. Trespass/

Unwanted, Pulaski Street, 
Could Not Locate

12:49 p .m.  Damage/
Vandalism, Pulaski Street, 
Advised

1 :31  p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted, Pulaski Street, 
Assist Given

2 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

5 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Report 
Made

5 : 4 6  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, West Main Street, 
Services Rendered

7 : 4 2  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

1 0 : 3 8  p . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Violation/Hazard, Palmer 
Road, Arrest Made

Sunday, Oct. 5
3:43 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call, West Main Street, 

Investigated
8:21 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

12:18 p.m. Harassment/
S ta lk /Threa t ,  Richfie ld 
Avenue, Advised

1:42 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Report Made

3:08 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
West Street, Report Made

9:56 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pulaski Street, 
Services Rendered

Monday, Oct. 6
2:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

9:34 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Malboeuf Road,  Taken/
Referred to Other Agency

10:48 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Belchertown Road, 
Dispatch Handled

12:34 p.m. Harassment/
Sta lk /Threat ,  Malboeuf 
Road, Advised

3:04 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Eagle Street, Dispatch 
Handled

5:59 p.m. Assault, West 
Street, Advised

11:04 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  West  Street , 
Dispatch Handled

Tuesday, Oct. 7
7:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

C R O S S V I L L E , 
TN – Judy (Sherman) 
Kenyon, 84, of Crossville, 
Tennessee passed 
away on Sept. 12, 
2025 after a long 
illness. 

She leaves her 
husband, Roger, 
h e r  d a u g h t e r 
Melanie Kent and 
husband Dana of 
Ware, a daughter 
Roxanne Galica 
of Peterborough, 
New Hampshire, 
a grandson Matthew Kent 
of Ware, a granddaugh-
ter Alexi Galica-Cohen of 
Dover, New Hampshire, 
and a sister, Doris King of 
Three Rivers, a nephew, 
Sam King of Wales, and 
cousins and friends. 

Judy was born on Oct. 
20, 1940, in Palmer, the 
daughter of Cecil  and 
Bessie Sherman of Wales. 
She lived in Wales her 

entire youth. 
Judy graduated from 

Springfield Technical High 
School and was a 
hairdresser. She 
worked for The 
Palmer Journal 
R e g i s t e r / Wa r e 
River News for 
many years and 
had a later career 
s e l l i n g  a p p l i -
ances at Sears & 
Roebuck at the 
Holyoke Mall. 

Judy enjoyed 
crafts, motorcycling, road 
trips, the ocean and loved 
small dogs. She always had 
a smile for everyone and 
enjoyed pleasing others. 
She will be greatly missed 
by her family, and many 
friends. 

There will be no calling 
hours. Burial will be private 
at the convenience of the 
family. 

Judy (Sherman) Kenyon, 84

WEST WARREN – 
Mary A.  Sablack,  85, 
passed away Oct. 3, 2025 at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center.  

Born June 28, 1940, in 
Ware, she was the daugh-
ter of Frank and Blanche 
(Pawlina) Sablack. Mary 
has been a lifelong resident 
of West Warren and grad-
uated from Warren High 
School.  

For 29 years, she worked 
as a winder at Wrights and 
retired in 2002. In her lei-
sure, Mary enjoyed sewing, 
knitting and crocheting.  

Besides her parents, she 
was predeceased by her 

brothers, Stephen, Felix, 
Stanley, Frank and John. 
She leaves behind her sis-
ters, Wanda Opalinski of 
Hampden, Rose Jacques, 
and Linda Dusza all of 
West Warren along with 
many nieces and neph-
ews.  Visitation will be 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 10-11 
a.m. at the Beers & Story 
Palmer  Funeral  Home 
with a Funeral Mass at St. 
Stanislaus Church in West 
Warren at noon. Burial 
will follow in St. Paul’s 
Cemetery.  

For those wishing, dona-
tions may be made to a 
charity of one’s choice.

Mary A. Sablack, 85

During the week of Sept. 
20-30, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
333 building/property checks, 
82 community policings, 12 
emergency 911 calls, four 
complaints, one safety haz-
ard, one burglary/breaking 
and entering, one fire/illegal 
burn, one animal bite, one 
motor vehicle accident, one 
threat, five animal calls and 
55 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Saturday, Sept. 20
9:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
issued

4:01 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Town 
Farm Road, Report Filed

8:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Sunday, Sept. 21
9:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Written Warning

11:40 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Boston Post Road, 
Written Warning

2:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Prisoner 
Bailed

3:54 p.m. Chest Pain/
Heart Problem, Haynes Hill 
Road, Mutual Aid Assist

7 :48  p .m.  Burg la ry /
Breaking and Entering, 
Heritage Drive, Report Filed

10:13 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

1 1 : 1 4  p . m .  S a f e t y 
Concern, Milton O. Fountain 
Way, Investigated

Monday, Sept. 22
1:48 a.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, North Street, 
Transported to Hospital

4:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

8:25 a.m. Complaint, 
Southbridge Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

6:10 p.m. Complaint, 
C h a p e l  S t r e e t ,  P a r t y 
Departed Without Incident

9:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Ware Road, Report 
Filed

Tuesday, Sept. 23
12:48 a.m. 911 Hang-

up /Misd ia l /Abandoned , 
Crescent Street,  Officer 
Spoke to Party

Wednesday, Sept. 24
1:46 p.m. 911 Hang-up/

Misdial/Abandoned, Hillside 
Ave n u e ,  O ff i c e r / C h i e f 
Advised

3:23 p.m. Disturbance/
Di so rde r ly,  Mi l ton  O . 
Fountain Way, Report Filed

8:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:28 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Thursday, Sept. 25
12:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Vehicle 
Towed

8:21 a.m. Warrant Check, 
School Street, Arrest Made

8:23 a.m. 911 Hang-
up /Misd ia l /Abandoned , 
Brimfield Road, Officer 
Spoke to Party

12:45 p.m. Suspicious 
Activi ty,  Crouch Road, 
Report Filed

2:52 p.m. Falls, Winthrop 
Terrace,  Transported to 
Hospital

Friday, Sept. 26
12:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

1:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

4:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9 a.m. Complaint, Old 
West  Brookfie ld  Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

9:57 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

2:04 p.m. Complaint, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Information Given

7 : 0 4  p . m .  A n i m a l 
Bites, Hitchcock Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

9:30 p.m. Disturbance/
D i s o r d e r l y,  O l d  We s t 
B r o o k f i e l d   R o a d , 
Investigated

11:51 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Saturday, Sept. 27
2:57 a.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, Constitution 
Avenue,  Transported to 
Hospital

8:35 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

11:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
S top ,  Br imfie ld  Road , 
Written Warning

4:02 p.m. Disturbance/
Disorderly, Comins Pond 
Road, Report Filed

5:09 p.m. Fire/Illegal 
Burn, Comins Pond Road, 
Fire Extinguished

8:32  p .m.  Landlord /
Tenant  Dispute ,  Bacon 
Street, Arrest Made

obituaries

Please see POLICE LOGS, 
page 13

HARDWICK –  The 
H a r d w i c k  C o m m u n i t y 
Church will meet at the 
Hardwick  Universa l i s t 
Church on the knoll Sunday, 
Oct. 12 at noon.

This long dormant fed-
eration of the two churches 
on Hardwick Common seeks 
any and all interested in 

building and strengthening 
community life. Everyone 
is welcome, churched and 
unchurched, to work toward 
a future of mutual coopera-
tion that unearths our histo-
ry, serves local needs, and 
anticipates a peaceful future 
together. 

Join the church members 

Sunday at noon to input 
your ideas for a healthy and 
peaceful life here. All local 
churches and organizations 
invited to these planning 
meetings that are the ground 
floor for Community Spirit.

For more information, 
call Judy Kohn, member at 
413-967-7391.

Hardwick Community Church to meet Sunday
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ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, pad-
dle feed. Very good condition. Ex-
cellenct source to heat up to 85000 
BTUs. 48” hearth pad included. Rea-
sonable offer. 413-238-5986.

BLAZE KING “PRINCESS” WOOD-
STOVE, $1800. Craftman table saw, joint-
er, planer, Porter cable router with table, Jet 
band saw, Nova wood lathe. Call/text 413-
544-1355 for more details.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
Has tools and supplies for sale. 

Call 413-658-8535.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes 
guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD.  Cut 
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord 
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE
164 METACOMET ST., BELCHER-
TOWN. OCT. 11 & Oct. 12, 9am-
4pm. Miscellaneous household items, 
books, toys, game, Barbies.

18 FOX RUN LANE, HAMPDEN – 
Furniture,tools, household appliances. 
Sun., Oct. 12 10am-5pm.

LARGE TAG SALE. 
OCT. 11,12,13 – 8AM-4PM
103 MOUNTAIN VIEW ST.,

SOUTH HADLEY. 
Rain or Shine.

Something for everyone including antique 
platters and glassware and much, much 
more for personal use and home, some 
new or gently used.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road.
Call 413-687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured.

 50 years experience. No job too small. 
Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior,
 exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed 
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving, 
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info 
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us! 

RB Enterprises Ludlow, MA  
413-583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard 
Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or email 
hwysecretary@newbraintree.
org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER 
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 

off-street parking, coin-op laundry,
 $1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets.

Call Tom 413-896-1555

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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public notices

Town of West Brookfield – 
Snow Removal Contractor Wanted

Seeking contractors or individuals 
with a 6-wheel truck, 9’ plow, and 2–3 CY spreader 
for snow & ice removal for the 2025–2026 season

Details and application available at: 
wbrookfield.com/highway-department

Questions? Call (508) 867-1417 or 
email Anne agarwood-hampp@wbrookfield.com

or Jim jdaley@wbrookfield.com

School Nutrition 
Team Member Openings 

in Hubbardston & 
Middle High School

Part time, multiple shifts available, Mon.-Fri.
Great schedule & benefits

$18-$20/hr

Apply via email inquiry
schoolmeals@qrsd.org 

Call 978-355-4668 x8512

Accepting paper applications at 
872 South St. Barre, MA 01005

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Notice of Public Hearing
Ware Zoning Board of Appeals

LEGAL NOTICE
V-2025-03

NOTICE is hereby given that 
the Ware Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, per the powers given under 
M.G.L Chapter 40A, will hold a 
Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
October 22nd, 2025 at 7:00 PM 
on the application of Christopher 
Gagnon, for a Variance (V-2025-
03). The applicant is requesting 
variance relief from the setback 
and placement requirements for 
an accessory structure (garage) 
under Section 5.2.2.A, of the 
Zoning Bylaw, and pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 40A. Pursuant to 
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025, 
this hearing will be conducted in 
person and via remote means, in 
accordance with applicable law. 
This means that members of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals as well 
as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, 
or via virtual means. In person 
attendance will be held in the 
Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 126 
Main Street, Town Hall, Ware, 
MA. It is possible that any or all 
members of the public body may 
attend remotely, with in-person 
attendance consisting of mem-
bers of the public. The meeting 
may be accessed remotely via 
zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join 
or join by phone. Phone Number: 
929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 
604 1861; Password: 01082.

SITE LOCATION: 19 
Woodland Hts, Ware MA. Said 
premises being further described 
in deeds recorded in the Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds, 
Book 7078, Page 137. Property is 
also identified as Assessor’s Par-
cel # 10-0-74. Zoned: Suburban 
Residential (SR).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s office and on the Plan-
ning & Community Develop-
ment Department website under 
Recent Filings. Anyone interest-
ed or wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at the 
time and place designated. 

Ware Zoning Board Of Appeals
S.K Robinson, Chairman

10/02, 10/09/2025

Hardwick Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that 
the Hardwick Planning Board 
per Hardwick Zoning Bylaws 
(2025), sections 1.4, 3.2.2.l. and 
4.1.3 will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, October 28, 2025 
at 7:00PM at the Municipal Of-
fice Building, 307 Main Street, 
Gilbertville, MA.

The Hearing is regarding the 
application for a Special Permit 
by Sergio Nieves to construct a 
Personal Kennel at 1376 Patrill 
Hollow Road.  All interested 
parties are asked to attend.

Interested parties may also 
view this Legal Notice at http://
masspublicnotices.org 

Hardwick Planning Board
William Cole, Chair 

10/09, 10/16/2025

TOWN OF WARREN
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with Massachu-

setts General Laws Chapter 166 
Section 22, a public hearing will 
take place for consent for Nation-
al Grid to install 1 JO Poles on 
Bemis Rd beginning at a point 
approximately 900 feet north-
west of the centerline of the in-
tersection of Bemis Rd and Her-
itage Dr. Install new utility Pole 
27-50 Bemis Rd. Install EMR at 
P27-50 Bemis Rd. This hearing 
will be on Thursday, October 
23rd, 2025, Shepard Building 
48 High St. Warren, at 6:00PM. 

You may attend our meetings 
via Zoom:

Meeting ID: 811 8078 5980
Passcode: 273231
By Phone: +1 646 558 8656
Richard Eichacker, Chairman 

Board of Selectmen 
10/09, 10/16/2025

TOWN OF WARREN
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with Massachu-

setts General Laws Chapter 166 
Section 22, a public hearing will 
take place for consent for Na-
tional Grid to install 1 JO Poles 
on Brookfield Rd beginning at 
a point approximately 575 feet 
south of the centerline of the 
intersection of Southbridge Rd 
Ext. Install PL # 13-84 approxi-
mately 575’ south of the center-
line of Southbridge Rd Ext. This 
hearing will be on Thursday, 
October 23rd, 2025, Shepard 
Building 48 High St. Warren, 
at 6:00PM.

You may attend our meetings 
via Zoom:

Meeting ID: 811 8078 5980
Passcode: 273231
By Phone: +1 646 558 8656
Richard Eichacker, Chairman 

Board of Selectmen 
10/09, 10/16/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS25P0441EA
Estate of: 

Marie Gemma Erickson
Also known as: 

Marie G. Erickson 
Date of Death: 08/20/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Ronald A. Erickson of Jay, ME 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Ronald A. Erickson of Jay, ME 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
With Personal Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 11/05/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 

CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 30, 2025

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

10/09/2025

NOTICE OF 
TIER CLASSIFICATION

PLH VINEYARD SKY LLC
NEAR  MONSON 

TURNPIKE ROAD, 
WARE

RTN 1-0050160
A release of oil and/or haz-

ardous materials has occurred at 
this location, which is a dispos-
al site as defined by M.G.L. c. 
21E, § 2 and the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 
40.0000. To evaluate the release, 
a Phase I Initial Site Investiga-
tion was performed pursuant to 
310 CMR 40.0480. The site has 
been classified as Tier II pursuant 
to 310 CMR 40.0500. On Octo-
ber 1, 2025, PLH Vineyard Sky 
LLC filed a Tier II Classification 
Submittal with the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP). To obtain more in-
formation on this disposal site, 
please contact Matthew Wagner, 
Tighe & Bond, Inc., 53 South-
ampton Road, Westfield, MA 
01085 at (413) 572-3258. The 
Tier Classification Submittal 
and the disposal site file can be 
viewed at the MassDEP website 
using Release Tracking Number 
(RTN) 1-0050160 at https://eea-
online.eea.state.ma.us/portal#!/
search/wastesite or at MassDEP 
Western Regional Office, 436 
Dwight Street, Springfield, MA 
01103, (413) 784-1100. Addi-
tional public involvement oppor-
tunities are available under 310 
CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 CMR 
40.1404 
10/09/2025

TOWN OF WARE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Selectboard will conduct a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 21, 2025, at 7:00 p.m., in 
the Selectmen’s Meeting Room, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA, to 
hear a dangerous dog complaint 
regarding a dog owned by a res-
ident of 20 Westbrook Avenue, 
Ware, MA.

 All interested parties are invit-
ed to attend.

Nancy Talbot, Chair
Selectboard 

10/09/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Sunday, Sept. 28
8:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Ware Road, Criminal 
Complaint

10:29 a.m. Seizures, 
High Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

4:43 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Palmer, 
Mutual Aid Assist

8:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 

Warning
9:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Monday, Sept. 29
11:45 a.m. Chest Pain/

Heart Problem, Constitution 
Avenue, Transported to 
Hospital

3:43 p.m. Threats, Bemis 
Road, Officer Spoke to 
Party

3:57 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope, 
South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

7:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Tuesday, Sept. 30
3:30 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

10:07 p.m. 911 Hang-
up/Misdial /Abandoned, 
Old West Brookfield Road, 
Report Filed

10:52 p.m. Overdose/
Poisoning, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

POLICE LOGS
 from page 11

Helping birds
Another way to help 

birds is to plant native 
trees, shrubs and plants in 
ones yard. Many provide 
a food source and others 
become a nesting site or 
shelter. Leaving a section 
of yard not mowed and 
letting it “run wild” also 
attracts birds, but provides 
food, nesting sites and shel-
ter. Putting out bird feeders 
and water sources also bring 
birds to one’s yard, but they 
also attract black bears and 
other unwanted visitors.

Blue jays
I heard blue jays squawk-

ing away on Sept. 30. I 
looked toward the noise and 
saw four blue jays flitting 
about among the trees. They 
were near a winter feeding 
spot. In winter, I put out 
shelled peanuts, which is 
a favorite of blue jays and 
tufted titmice to name a few. 
The first year I fed peanuts, 
I put out unshelled peanuts. 
They make a mess with the 
peanut husks, but I enjoyed 
watching them fly off with a 
whole peanut and opening it 
to get the peanuts inside.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield birder, who 

emails regularly said, “In 
the yard most summer vis-
itors have headed south but 

catbirds are still around and 
a couple of male towhees 
were seen last week. Also 
a male and female common 
yellowthroat visited the bird 
bath.” 

He said, “I filled the 
hummingbird feeders last 
week but haven’t seen a 
hummingbird in several days 
and the feeders haven’t been 
used much because they are 
still almost full.”

He repor ted he  had 
to take down my feeders 
because bear were visit-
ing during the day. He had 
planted a couple dozen sun-
flowers in the yard and last 
week he cut the seed heads 
off and hung them in the 
garage to dry. He attached 
a few of the seed heads to 
the poles where he hangs his 
bird feeders. A pair of car-
dinals, at least three titmice 
and a black capped chicka-
dee came for the seeds.

Trip to Norwottuck
 Rail Trail

The Brimfield resident in 
his email of Sept. 30 said, 
“Last Saturday a friend and 
I spent a couple of hours 
walking on the Norwottuck 
Rail Trail, Station Road in 
Amherst. It was a beautiful 
day to be out and about. We 
didn’t see song birds but a 
few ducks, a couple of great 
blue herons, three green her-
ons (good looks at one quite 

close) and one horned grebe. 
A pair of beaver were out 
enjoying the nice day and 
we got good looks at them. 
A few people walking the 
trail had never seen beavers 
before and were quite excit-
ed and asked lots of ques-
tions. Do they eat fish?”

Warren ponds
The Brimfield resident 

frequently visits ponds in 
Warren. He saw a bald eagle 
one day and yesterday (Sept. 
29) in addition to three great 
blue herons I saw a north-
ern harrier and two male tur-
keys.

Trail camera
The Brimfield resident 

said in his email, “The trail 
camera near the bird bath 
captured a visit by a bear 
one night. Three days later 
a bear visited again and 
chewed open a pumpkin 
and ate the seeds and then 
went to one of the poles with 
sunflower seed heads and 
knocked the pole down. It 
didn’t bother another pole 
with seed heads.”

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 4
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
END OF SEASON GIANT BIKE SALE!!!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

COLUMBUS DAY SALE!!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - NORTH BROOKFIELD
Immaculate 2017 ranch on 6+ private 
acres, offering a charming farmers porch, 
open kitchen/living/dining floor plan, central 
air, and 1st floor laundry. Custom kitchen 
with granite counters, island, and upgraded 
cabinetry. Primary suite with private bath, plus 2 additional bedrooms and full bath 
on the main level. The beautifully finished walk-out lower level adds a 4th bedroom, 
family room, exercise space, full bath, and private entrance - ideal for in-law, ADU, or 
extended family. Enjoy a large rear deck, storage shed, and 1-car detached garage, 
and two driveways for plenty of parking. Gorgeous country setting with amazing 
privacy, yet just minutes to the MA Pike, Rts 20, 9 & 84. Available now for $620,000!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

CORTLANDCORTLANDCORTLAND

CIDER DONUTS

HONEYCRISP & MACOUNHONEYCRISP & MACOUN
30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!

Three Great 
2026 Norwegian Cruises

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

NAPA AUTO PARTS®

WARE•WEST BROOKFIELD
175 West St., Ware

413-967-5121 • 967-3184
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

116 Federal St.
(Rt. 9) Belchertown

413-323-7661 • 323-9296

117 West Main St.,
W. Brookfield • 508-867-9947
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2

SAVE
UP TO
33%

$1899

NAPA® Premium 
Performance
Conventional Motor Oil
10W30, 10W40, 5W20, 5W30

/5 qt.

$399
/qt.

30W, 10W30, 10W40, 
20W50, 5W20, 5W30

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday
Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com


