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Please see SENATE, 
page 13

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Hardwick Conservat ion 
Commission and about 20 
volunteers made quick work 
of restoring the slope by the 
Ware River Park gazebo at 
New Furnace Landing in 
Gilbertville this past Sunday.

The commission previous-
ly removed invasive plants 
in Ware River Park, includ-
ing a large stand of Japanese 
knotweed which was growing 
around the gazebo.

The invasive Japanese 
knotweed grows quickly and 
aggressively and thrives in 
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Two candidates are run-
ning for the State Senate 
s ea t  f o r  t he 
Worces t e r  & 
H a m p s h i r e 
District at the 
u p c o m i n g 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 
State Election.

I n c u m b e n t 
Pe ter  Durant 
of Spencer is 
seeking reelec-
tion and he is 
b e i n g  c h a l -
lenged by new-
comer Shannon 
Teabo of West 
Brookfield.

A Meet the 
C a n d i d a t e s 
forum will be 
hosted by the 
Ware Business 
&  C i v i c 
Association and 
Beyond, Ware 
C o m m u n i t y 
Te lev is ion  and  Tur ley 
Publications on Wednesday, 
Oct. 21. The forum will 
be  broadcas t  on  Ware 
Communi ty  Te lev i s ion 
(www.waretv.org), and an 
article will appear in the Oct. 

29 issue of the Ware River 
News.

During the forum each 
candidate will be given the 
opportunity to answer ques-
tions and talk about them-

selves.
Below are 

the statements 
submitted by 
each candidate, 
e x p l a i n i n g 
their reasons 
f o r  s e e k i n g 
election to the 
State Senate.

State Sen. 
Peter Durant

For the past 
three years, I 
have had the 
p r iv i lege  of 
s e r v i n g  t h e 
2 2  c o m m u -
nities of the 
Worcester and 
H a m p s h i r e 
District. 

In that time, 
we’ve  made 
real, meaning-

ful progress, and I’m run-
ning for reelection because 
there’s still so much more 
we have to get done.
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WA RE –  The  Ware 
Kn igh t s  o f  Co lumbus , 
Council 183, received the 
honor of being named a Star 
Council Award for the fourth 
consecutive year in a row.

Star Awards 
r e c o g n i z e 
ou t s t and ing 
achievement 
in member-
ship, insur-
ance, coun-
c i l  p r o -
gramming 
and activi-

ties and over-
all operations. Earning a 

Star Award is the marker of 
a high performing Knights of 
Columbus unit and the goal 
to which every council, dis-
trict and assembly should 
strive. 

Star Council ,  can be 
earned by completing crite-
ria designed specifically for 
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WARE – Chris Lyon, 
State Director of Rural 
Development for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h e 
Selectboard to talk about 
healthcare and economic 
development options.

“This is a big priority for 
us,” Lyon said at the Oct. 6 
meeting.

Lyon said the USDA is 
actively engaged in eco-
nomic development, and 
recently awarded a grant to 
the town’s Fire Department 
to purchase a brush truck. 

Lyon said he is trying 
to bridge different groups 
to have them work togeth-
er and find a solution to 
the region’s needs, which 
include healthcare. 

He said there are plan-
ning grants that could help 
revitalize the downtown 
area, as well as bring health-
care back to town following 
the closure of Mary Lane 
Hospital.

“We’re beginning to 

build momentum,” Lyon 
said. 

Lyon said a town like 
Ware could become a hub 
for healthcare, given its 
central location between 
Worcester and Springfield. 

Lyon said the USDA 
would be open to working 
with any healthcare enti-
ties to bring services back 
to town, including with 
Baystate Health. 

“You can’t not have 
healthcare in Ware,” he said.

Michael Knapik, rep-
resenting Baystate Health, 
was unable to attend the 
meeting.

FY 28 budget outlook
The Selectboard and 

Finance Committee held a 
joint meeting to discuss the 
outlook for the fiscal year 
2028 budget.

Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Ken Willette talked about 
bringing a vote to a future 
town meeting about revers-
ing a previously passed 
underride. He said the 
underride amount creates a 
gap in the budget each year 
that the town has to try and 

bridge.
Interim Superintendent 

of Schools Michael Wood 
said there is a need to invest 
in programs at the high 
school in order to keep stu-
dents in the school district. 

F inance  Commi t t ee 
Chair Richard Fly said it is 
challenging in this financial 
climate to maintain services 
and meet growing needs. 
He said it is important to 
communicate the town’s 
budget needs to the voters 
well before it reaches town 
meeting.

The board and commit-
tee will continue this dis-
cussion in November.

Town Hall hours
Town Manager Stuart 

Beckley said he met with 
depar tment  heads  and 
Town Hall  staff  about 
reopening to the public 
on Wednesdays. He said 

Halloween 
Spooktacular 
returns on 
Oct. 30
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WARE – The Ware 
Knights of Columbus 
Council 183 has been 
busy preparing for one of 
the town’s biggest nights 
of the year, the Halloween 
Spooktacular drive-thru 
event at Grenville Park, 
73 Church St., on Friday, 
Oct. 30 from 6-8 p.m. (or 
when the last car drive 
through). 

This rain or shine 
event is always held 
on the Friday before 
Halloween.

What started as a pan-
demic-safe alternative to 
the Halloween parade, has 
quickly turned into one of 
the most popular events in 
the region – and always 

Submitted Photo
Ware Knights of Columbus, 
Council 183, received the 
Star Council Award for its 
fourth consecutive year. 
Grand Knight Paul Harper 
is  shown holding the 
award.

KofC Council 183 receives 
Star Council Award

Durant and Teabo 
vie for senate seat

State Sen. 
Peter Durant

Shannon Teabo

SB meets with USDA director

Planting day
restores slope
at Ware River Park

Volunteers helped the 
Hardwick Conservation 

Commission plant near the 
gazebo at Ware River Park.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

 Elizabeth 
Lang-Holmes 

of Gilbertville 
volunteered 
at Sunday’s 

planting day.

Please see WARE BOS, 
page 3

Please see AWARD, 
page 15

Please see PLANTING, 
page 13

Please see EVENTS, 
page 2
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WA R E  –  L a s t 
Thursday evening, 
Ware High School 
b oy s  s o c c e r  l o s t 
to Southwick 6-1. 
The Indians are now 
0-11 on the regu-
l a r  s e a s o n .  T h ey 
are back in action 
against Pathfinder on 
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 7 
p.m. at Legion Field in 
Palmer.

Indians fall at home

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Finnegan DeMarco 
fights for possession.

Aaron Bateman hustles 
up the field after making 
a play on defense.

Mason Gagne punts the 
ball away.

Jaedon Warren turns play around after 
taking possession.

Aaron Gasque tries to settle the ball near the 
middle of the field.

WARREN – Last Friday 
afternoon, Quaboag boys 
soccer was defeated by 
Burncoat 2-0. The Cougars 
had won their first game of 
the regular season over Abby 
Kelley early last week, and 
are now just 1-7-1 on the 
regular season. Quaboag is 
back in action on Friday, 
Oct. 16 against Monty Tech 
at 4 p.m. on the road.

Cougars 
fall at 
home

Blake 
Lopato 
sends a goal 
kick away.

Christian 
Marshall 

clears the 
ball out of the 
defensive end.

Liam Sloan tries to pass through a block.

See more 
photos on 
page 12.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE—For the first 
time in six years, the Quabbin 
boys’ varsity soccer team is 
on track to finish the regular 
season with a .500 record or 
better.

A convincing 5-0 victo-
ry over Mid-Wach (D) rival 
West Boylston at Alumni 
Field last Tuesday afternoon 
moved the Panthers within 
two wins of securing their 
first .500-or-better regular 
season record since 2020. The 
Panthers had a 6-2-1 overall 
record and a 4-1-1 league 
mark following their third 
shutout victory of this fall. 
They’re also seeking to make 
their first appearance in the 
Division 3 state tournament.

“We only need two more 
wins to qualify for the state 
tournament for the first time,” 
said second-year Quabbin 
head coach Bill Crowther. 
“If we do earn a postseason 
berth, I’ll be thrilled for the 
entire team, particularly the 
four seniors who have helped 
lead this group. It’s been an 
exciting season so far.”

Quabbin finished the 2020 
campaign with a winning 
record, but the postseason 
tournament wasn’t held that 
season due to the COVID 19 
Pandemic. 

The Panthers finished the 
2019 regular season with 
an 8-7-1 overall record and 
earned the No. 8 seed in 
the Central Mass. Division 
3 Tournament. Their sea-
son ended in heartbreaking 
fashion, however, with a 
3-2 penalty-shootout loss to 
ninth-seeded Northbridge in a 
first-round match at home.

This year’s team was 

ranked 44th in the MIAA 
Division 3 state tournament 
power rankings that was 
released on October 9. The 
top 32 teams in each division 
automatically qualify for the 
state tournament, along with 
the other teams, who finish 
the regular season with a .500 
record.

Panthers shut out West Boylston

Turley photo by Jeffrey Haynes
Jacoby Dilling collides with the goalie after sprinting 
towards a potential shot. By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

S O U T H  H A D -
LEY—Since the MIAA 
implemented its cur-

rent postseason format 
in 2021, the South Hadley 
Tigers have played two road 
games in the state football 
tournament.

In 2021, South Hadley 
dropped a 35-0 decision at 
Winthrop High School in a 

Division 6 first-round state 
tournament game. Two years 
later, after moving down to 
Division 7, the Tigers suf-
fered a 39-8 first-round loss 
at West Bridgewater.

The members of this 
year’s South Hadley foot-
ball team are determined to 
secure a home game for the 
first time in the state tourna-
ment. 

Pioneers football suffers 
loss to South Hadley

The Pathfinder offense lines 
up to start a play.

Trevor Alexander 
makes a punt.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Please see FOOTBALL, 
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