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NEW BRAINTREE – 
For the 14th year, the East 
Quabbin Land Trust held 
its annual trail and road 
race event, the Station Loop 
Ramble.

Over 70 runners and 
walkers gathered at the site 
of the former New Braintree 
Railroad Station, to compete 
in one of the event’s many 
races to help raise money to 
support this section of the 
Mass Central Rail Trail. 

The Mass Central Rail 

Trail follows 104 miles of 
railroad line that was shat-
tered by a hurricane in 1938, 
spanning from Boston to 
Northampton. 

In 2007, the East Quabbin 
Land Trust purchased 3.2 
miles of the corridor in New 
Braintree and Hardwick. This 
section of trail contains three 
unique bridges, which have 
been restored and maintained 
by the land trust and volun-
teers.

The East Quabbin Land 
Trust continued its efforts to 
preserve the railroad corri-

14th annual trail and road 14th annual trail and road 
race benefitted EQLTrace benefitted EQLT

Station Loop RambleStation Loop Ramble
Runners and walkers from 

this year’s Station Loop 
Ramble posed for a group 

photo after all of the 
events were completed.

Turley Staff Photos
This runner was aided by her stuffed animal and her par-
ents for the 200-foot Kid’s Run.

Nicole Keleher and Nathaniel Henshaw were the top 
female and male finishers of the 5-Mile Classic. Henshaw 
was the overall top finisher with a time of 28:19.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Select Board met on Oct. 14 
and began with a discussion 
regarding an open meeting 
law complaint. 

The complaint was from 
resident Jeff Smith, who had 
a chance to address some 
concerns during the visi-
tor comment portion of the 
Select Board meeting. Smith 
had some concerns on how 
the Town of Hardwick is 
being managed.

According to the resident 
there was supposed to be a 
personnel committee meet-
ing earlier on Oct. 14 and 
it was canceled. Smith said 
he believes that commit-
tee hasn’t been running for 
a while considering a lot of 
important topics that have to 
be discussed. 

A n o t h e r  c o n c e r n 
addressed is the current sta-
tus of the town accountant 
position and a possible con-
tract signing without autho-
rization. The complaint 
revolved around a contract 
being signed and the Town 

Administrator not having 
the proper authorization to 
sign a contract on the Town’s 
behalf. 

Another concern was 
about  a  jo in t  mee t ing 
between the Select Board 
and the Finance Committee. 
The purpose of this meeting 
is to go over discrepancies 
from the town budget that 
was brought up in the town 
meeting. 

Select Board Chair Eric 
Vollheim addressed some 

Select Board discussed open 
meeting law complaint

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen met on Oct. 
16 at the Warren Senior 
Center and talked about the 
tax possession property list.

The board is looking 
over a list of properties that 
were obtained through tax 
title foreclosure process. 
These properties are being 
proposed to be sold at the 
upcoming municipal auc-
tion on Nov. 18. 

Town Adminis t ra tor 
James Ferrera went over the 
properties, 14 in total while 
the Selectmen looked them 
over.

Ferrera said almost all 

14 properties could poten-
tially be auctioned off 
and are currently being 
reviewed by town coun-
sel. The one concern that 
counsel had was the prop-
erty off Pleasant Street. The 
deed that was recorded has 
a different square footage 
account. 

This matter is being 
cleared up by the Board of 
Assessors. 

The list will have dol-
lar amounts and estimated 
amounts of what is owed 
to the town. Approximately 
there is $326,000 that can 
recover.

“Hope to recover that 

Selectmen discussed tax 
possession property list

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren 
Firefighter’s Association 
hosted their annual spaghetti 
supper this past weekend at 
the Warren fire station. 

This is an annual fund-
raiser put on by the associ-
ation to help raise funds for 
the purchase of equipment 
and training for the fire 
department. Many residents 
purchased tickets in advance 
to get their spaghetti supper 
and there were a lot of walk-

ins as well. 
Members of the Fire 

Department and volunteers 
helped prepare over 200 
meals for guests. Meals 
could be taken to go and 
many residents stayed and 
dined inside the fire station. 

Joe Wedge serves as 
treasurer for the Warren 
Firefighter’s Association 
and was collecting dona-
tions and tickets for meals 
at the fire station. Wedge has 
been a part of the association 
for 20 years and mentioned 
how supportive the annual 
spaghetti supper is when it 
comes to funds to support the 
local fire department. 

Firefighter’s Association 
hosted spaghetti dinner 

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Bridges Strong T-shirts were being sold during the annual 
Warren Firefighter’s Association Spaghetti Dinner to sup-
port retired Firefighter Scott Bridges.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Ware 
Knights  of  Columbus 
Council 183 
has been busy 
preparing for 
one of the big-
gest nights of 
the year, the 
H a l l o w e e n 
Spooktacular drive-thru 
event at Grenville Park, 73 
Church St., on Friday, Oct. 
24 from 6-8 p.m., rain or 
shine.

What started as a pan-
demic-safe alternative to 

the Halloween parade, has 
quickly turned into one of 
the most popular events in 
the region – and always for 
free.

As the popularity of 
t he  even t 
g r o w s , 
G r a n d 
K n i g h t 
Paul Harper 
r e m i n d s 
peop le  to 

be patient while waiting to 
enter the park. 

This year there will be 
over 160 blowup displays 

Halloween Spooktacular 
returns this Friday night

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Third grad-
ers of Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School got to 
explore the history of their 
town on an insightful field 
trip. 

The school buses traveled 
through time and explored 
the town of Ware and the 
v i l lage  of  Gi lber tv i l le . 
Throughout their trip students 

A field trip 
through 
history

Friday, Oct. 24
6-8 p.m.

Grenville Park
• WARE •

Please see DRIVE-THRU, 
page 5 Please see HISTORY, page 5

Please see WARREN, 
page 6

Please see RAMBLE, page 11

Please see COMPLAINT, 
page 7

Please see DINNER, page 7
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Each week the Ware River News digs 
into its submitted photo archives 

and selects a people photo to 
publish. We need your help to help 

identify those pictured.

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send 
their names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

lb
$399

$299
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/21/25-10/28/2510/21/25-10/28/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TALAPIA FILLETS .............................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN MATLAWS

STUFFED CLAMS 20 OZ .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT
CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ...............

$166
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$222
lb

lb

$699USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. STORE CUT BONE-IN
HAM STEAK ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$369

$335

lb74¢

$888

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST or 

STEAKS

BEEF T’BONE or
 PORTERHOUSE STEAK

ea

$777
lb

$989
lb

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1989 
showed Pathfinder Regional 

High student Wayne Skowyra, 
the son of James and Kathleen 
Skowyra of Belchertown Road. 

He is pictured with faculty 
member Mr. Belliveau at an 

academic year ending banquet 
held at the school. Skowyra, a 

freshman, is holding his award 
for excellence in drafting. He 
was also presented a pin and 
letter for his participation in 

varsity soccer. 

The Ware River News will 
gladly correct factual errors 
that appear in this paper. 
Corrections or clarifications 
will always appear on Page 3. 
To request a correction, send 
information to pouimette@
turley.com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also be 

requested in writing at:  Ware 
River News, Attn: Editor, 80 
Main St., Ware, MA 01082.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware Center 
Meeting House & Museum 
was open this past week as 
part of the Quabbin Days cel-
ebration. 

Quabbin Days is a cel-
ebration of everything that 
makes the Quabbin Region 
extraordinary. Its rich histo-
ry, breathtaking landscapes, 
and vibrant communities are 
all celebrated. This new event 
was organized by the Friends 
of Quabbin, who invite the 
surrounding towns of the 
Quabbin to showcase their 
unique charm during Quabbin 
Days. 

Ware is one of the sur-
rounding  towns  o f  the 
Quabbin and the Ware Center 
Meeting House & Museum 
had some history to share 
during Quabbin Days. 

The Ware Center Meeting 
House & Museum is located 
off Route 9 in Ware at 295 
Belchertown Road and once 
served as the First Town Hall 
and first  Congregational 
Church. Built in 1799, the 
Meeting House was the center 
of activity in the community. 

“This  is  where  Ware 
began,” said Julie Bullock. 

Ware was named after 
the fishing weirs built by the 
Quaboag natives. The muse-
um has a model of the weir 
displayed over by a copy of a 
painting of the town seal. 

The weir was an invention 
to help make a tunnel in the 
river to help with fishing. 

There is a small gift shop 
for visitors to explore, and 
guests could purchase an item 
related to the history of Ware, 
including some T-shirts and 
books. 

Giving the tours were 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Wa r e 
Historical Society. Bullock 
was present during these tours 
for Quabbin Days and men-
tioned how Ware was a sup-
pliable and supportive town 
during the construction of the 
Quabbin Reservoir. Some kids 
from the now disincorporated 
town, Enfield, have attended 
school in Ware. 

A section of Aspen Grove 
Cemetery in Ware has burials 
of residents who once lived in 
the four towns that were dis-
incorporated during the con-
struction of the Quabbin. 

The museum also featured 
a new special display of china 
and porcelain for dining and 

bedrooms. The china and por-
celain were provided by mem-
bers of the Ware Historical 
Society. 

A drum from the Ware 
Brass Band was generously 
donated to be a new display 
in the museum. Guests could 
also ring the Holbrook bell 
that is still usable in the Ware 
Center Meeting House. 

The Ware Center Meeting 
House & Museum can be 
enjoyed thanks to the non-
profit, The Proprietors of the 
Ware Center Meeting House, 
Inc. and the Ware Historical 
Society. The nonprofit was 
formed to oversee the resto-

ration of the building after a 
damaging fire back in 1986. 

This historic building will 
be part of a third-grade field 
trip on Oct. 17 as students 
will be exploring the commu-
nity and will be picnicking at 
the Quabbin Reservoir during 
their tour. 

The Ware Center Meeting 
House will reopen in May for 
tours and other special events. 
To make an appointment and 
explore more about the build-
ing, visit warecentermeet-
inghouse.org or contact them 
through their Facebook page. 

Meeting House & Museum 
opened for Quabbin Days

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
A painting of the Ware town seal, which can be found 
inside the Ware Center Meeting House & Museum.

Some fine china and porcelain that are part of a new dis-
play at the Ware Center Meeting House & Museum.

Drums were recently donated to the museum to be part of 
a new display and part of the history of Ware.

WARE –  The  Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Oct. 27

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 Halloween Party with 

music by Memory Lane. 
Limited to 100 people. 
Please call by noon on 
Oct. 24.

Tuesday, Oct. 28
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. 
$3 per class.

•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Oct. 29
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit-Crochet-

Laugh

Thursday, Oct. 30
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Participants should meet 
at the Senior Center.

•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 
View Housing

•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 
for Beginners

•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Cornhole
•	 2:30 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Oct. 31
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga 
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES
 DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless

 otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Oct. 27
Halloween Party

B a k e d  H a m ,  O v e n 
Roasted Potatoes, Baby 
C a r r o t s ,  D e s s e r t  a n d 
Enter ta inment  by  The 
Friends of Ware Seniors Inc.

Tuesday, Oct. 28
Chicken Parmigiana with 

Pasta, Salad, Dessert of the 
Day

Wednesday, Oct. 29
L a z y  P i e r o g i  w i t h 

Kielbasa, Dessert of the Day
Thursday, Oct. 30

M e a t l o a f ,  R o a s t e d 
Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Friday, Oct. 31
Baked Fish, Veggie of the 

Day, French Fries, Dessert 
of the Day

Ware Senior Center news�
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Saturday, October 25th ~ 7pm-11pm

Caboodle
Upcoming Events

Friday, October 31st 
7pm-11pm

Halloween
party

Uncle Country
PRIZES

EVERY SUNDAY  5:30pm 

Darts
Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm

Karaoke Saturday Nights 
also if no band

LUCK OF
THE DRAW All Welcome

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Highway Department – Operator II
The Town of Brookfield is hiring an Operator II for the Highway Department. 
This full-time position involves semi-skilled labor and equipment operation, including 
road and sidewalk maintenance, snow and ice removal, landscaping, and tree work. 
Must be available for emergency response during off-hours.

Requirements:
    • Valid MA Class B CDL with air brakes & standard transmission endorsements
    • MA Driver’s License
    • Ability to perform physical labor in varying weather
    • Mechanic/welding skills a plus
    • Ability to work in high pressure situations, as necessary

Drug & alcohol screening required.

Apply at Brookfield Town Hall Website or send resume to Highway@brookfield.us.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Members of the 
Hospital Review Committee 
met for the last time last 
week to approve the minutes 
from past meetings.

At the Oct. 16 meet-
ing, Chair Howard Trietsch 
thanked everyone for attend-
ing, and he spoke about the 
work the committee has done 
over the past several years.

“In 4 ½ years I think we 
accomplished a lot,” Trietsch 
said.

The committee members 
voted on five sets of meeting 
minutes, from Oct. 6, 2021; 
Feb. 1, 2023; March 6, 2023; 
Jan. 22 and March 25 of this 
year. All of the committee’s 
meeting minutes are posted 
on its page of the town web-
site, www.townofware.com.

Trietsch thanked commit-
tee members Nancy Talbot 
and Elena Palladino as well 
as Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley for their efforts to 
draft the meeting minutes.

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Cathy Cascio expressed her 
discomfort in approving 
the minutes from the 2021 
and 2023 meetings, due to 
the length of time that had 
passed since the meetings 
were held. She said she 
would still approve the min-
utes even though she “feels 
uncomfortable.”

At a previous meeting of 
the committee held on March 
25, its members had voted in 
favor of dissolving the com-
mittee after all meeting min-
utes had been completed and 
approved.

The committee’s charge 
was to “plan and recom-
mend best uses for the site 
and buildings” at Mary Lane 
Hospital. Demolition has of 
the hospital buildings took 
place over the summer, and 
only the Wetherby and Storrs 
buildings remain. 

Representat ives from 
Baystate Health have com-
mitted to preserving the 
Wetherby Building “to the 
greatest extent possible, rec-
ognizing its significance to 
both the organization and the 
Town of Ware.”

Hospital 
Review 
Committee 
met to OK 
minutes

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Planning 
Board  cont inued  wi th 
the public hearing for 
Greenwich Plains Cannabis 
Cultivation.

The applicant is Telluric 
Energy LLC that is seeking 
a special permit and site 
plan review outdoor canna-
bis cultivation farm, with 
a canopy of approximately 
5,000 square feet. There will 
also be about one acre of 
trees and brush to be cleared 
for crop land while trees 
will be kept along the border 
as a shelter belt from wind 
and pollution.

The applicant said they 
will use organic and sus-
tainable fertilizers with 
the intermittent planting of 
cover crops to rejuvenate the 
soil and support the regional 
ecology. This public hear-
ing started back on Sept. 4 
and returning to represent 
Telluric Energy, LLC was 
Jamil Jean-Jacques. 

Building Commissioner 
Anna S. Marques went over 
the Massachusetts building 
code and read what it said 
regarding cannabis cultiva-
tion. Marques said there is 
a section in the code devot-
ed to indoor agriculture for 
cannabis. 

The code does talk about 
buildings that are defined as 
agricultural use.

“Anything that’s in the 
building code would be 
subject to building code 
review,” Marques said. 

Jean-Jacques said there is 
a temporary protected struc-
ture on site that is not com-
pletely enclosed. In other 
words, it’s a tent-like struc-
ture with open sides. This 
tarp covering is intended to 
protect the plants from win-
ter weather and temperature. 

Jean-Jacques also said 
the structure would not be a 
walk-in structure. The other 
structure is a storage shed. 

Any cultivation struc-
ture has to have ventilation. 
Jean-Jacques said odors 
will be created in this pro-
cess but there are ways to 
keep the odor monitored. 
Any outdoor odor will be 
managed by smell being 
concentrated and be kept 

from escaping. 
Jean-Jacques said he 

knows a smell engineer to 
measure how odor is con-
centrated in the area. The 
applicant will also plant 
companion crops. 

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 
companion crops that will 
be planted will be aromat-
ic herbs including such as 
chamomile, lavender, sage, 
basil, garlic, oregano, and 
peppermint. These crops 
will help mask the aroma of 
the cannabis crops, partic-
ularly during the flowering 
phase. 

Vi c e - C h a i r  o f  t h e 
P lanning  Board  Chr i s 
Dimarzio wanted to appli-
cant to move forward cau-
tiously, considering there 
are abutting neighbors, who 
do have concerns. At the 
start of the public hearing, 
many abutters addressed 
odor as a big concern. 

Elizabeth Hancock read 
some letters from members 
of other planning board 
municipalities who have 
worked with cannabis cul-
tivation companies. One 
from Williamstown had a 
letter that listed the common 
issues with cannabis. 

Another letter indicat-
ed that many crops that are 
planted on existing farms 
are used to help keep local 
town farms operating. Jean-
Jacques said that Telluric 
Energy is trying to get can-
nabis viewed as an agri-
cultural crop. Not all states 
view cannabis as an agricul-
tural crop. 

The applicant wanted 
to look further on the site 
to see if there is any farms 
in the area besides the one 
being considered for canna-
bis cultivation. 

The Planning Board also 
talked about a grower out 
in Hatfield that ran into an 
issue when pesticides were 
being sprayed. Jean-Jacques 
said the company has no 
intention of using pesticides 
and supports natural growth.

Jean-Jacques feels the 
site is set up nicely and the 

ground is situated for grow-
ing. The previous owner 
of the land did a good job 
cropping the land. 

The board asked how 
long the drying process is. 
Jean-Jacques said if he were 
to include the curing stage, 
it would be two weeks. The 
overall period of odor is 
eight weeks long.

Jean-Jacques plans to 
clear the site and remove 
all the invasive species of 
plants and poison ivy. It was 
brought to the applicant’s 
attention that he could leave 
a buffer of trees and have 
the growing area unnotice-
able. The trees can help give 
protection of the elements. 
A row of trees can go on the 
driveway and Jean-Jacques 
will address that plan with 
his landscape architect. 

Fo r  l i gh t ing ,  J ean -
Jacques said he plans on 
using natural  sunlight. 
Continuous light could be 
hazardous to the plants. 

The Planning Board 
asked if the applicant could 
put a drying shed on a fresh 
draft of the site plan. Rich 
Starodoj of the Planning 
Board mentioned that there 
is no final site plan yet as 
the applicant is still in the 
process of figuring out the 
driveway plan. 

“This is a proposed con-
ceptual site plan right now, 
this isn’t like a finished 
one,” Starodoj said. 

Jean-Jacques is still wait-
ing for state approval to 
obtain a license and hopes 
to get it before early spring. 
Telluric Energy is also 
waiting for updates from 
the architect and the board 
wanted to know when the 
applicant could come back 
if the public hearing were to 
be continued. 

Jean-Jacques  th inks 
it’s ideal to return before 
the holidays and could 
come back for one of the 
November meetings. The 
Planning Board voted to 
continue the Greenwich 
Plains Cannabis Cultivation 
public hearing to Nov. 6. 

Ware Planning Board continued 
hearing for cannabis cultivation

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The West Brookfield 
Historical Commission is 
proud to present “A Jaunt 
with Jacob, New England 
Through an Artist’s Eyes,” 
a retrospective exhibition 
honoring the artistry and 
legacy of renowned local 
artist Jacob Knight.

This multifaceted exhib-
it offers a personal and 
powerful glimpse into 
Knight’s creative world. 

The exhibi t ion wil l 
feature prints of Knight’s 
depictions of local New 
England towns, some never 
before exhibited photo-
graphs capturing Knight’s 
world by local photogra-
phers and members of his 
circle, a collection of curi-
osities and ephemera from 
his past, video interviews 

with some of Knight’s fam-
ily and friends, and audio 
recordings of his poetry 
slams and music jams.

This  celebrat ion of 
Jacob Knight will offer a 
vibrant window into the 
soul of a beloved artist and 
community member. 

The opening and recep-
tion will be held on Sunday, 
Nov. 9, from noon-4 p.m. 
at the Ruth Wells Center 
for the Arts, 111 Main St., 
Southbridge. 

S h o w  d a t e s  a r e 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
Nov. 9 through Nov. 29 
from noon-4 p.m., and 
weekdays by appointment. 
Call 508-764-3341 to make 
an appointment.

All are welcome to 
attend and encouraged to 
bring a friend.

Submitted Photo
Jacob Knight is shown with his chicken DiRado. An 
exhibition featuring Knight’s prints and more will open 
on Sunday, Nov. 9 from noon-4 p.m. at the Ruth Wells 
Center for the Arts in Southbridge.  

Jacob Knight exhibit to be 
presented in November

51 Locust St. 
Suite 3
Northampton
MA 01060
413-614-1112
Primary Care Practice, Chronic Care Management, 

Telehealth Visits, and Immunizations

SAME DAY VISITS AVAILABLE

DOT EXAMS

Read the Ware River News online at 
www.warerivernews.turley.com
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Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length, and 
“Your Turn” guest column between 
500-800 words. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person 
submitting the opinion also include 
his or her town of residence and 
home telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks, 
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News

Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,

Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:

pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions 
is Monday at noon.

OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Last week I wrote about 
two new winter squash 
varieties I grew in this 

past summer’s garden, as well 
as a Barbie doll sized 
melon.  

According to Mom, 
it made for a good 
read.  Let’s keep the 
momentum going with 
more “new to me” vari-
eties in this column.

As dedicated read-
ers may remember, this 
past summer’s garden 
was to accomplish the 
goal of growing more food, 
food that would cut down on 
the grocery bill and feed the 
family through the winter. I 
took my chances growing a 
hybrid paste tomato by the 
name of Plum Regal. Its 
accolades were many: late 
blight resistance, moderate 
resistance to early blight, a 
the promise of a good yield 
and a tasty outcome.  

I typically only grow heir-
looms, so this tomato really 
had to prove itself. My only 
dilemma was that I some-
times have issues with blos-
som end rot, and specifically 
on paste types.  

I tried a new fertilizer 
formulated specifically for 
members of the Solanacea 
family, aptly named “Tomato 
Sauce.” You know what? It 
worked.  

No blossom end rot and a 
freezer full of sauce, toma-
to chucks and roasted toma-
to blends. I will be ordering 
both the seeds and the fertil-
izer from Fedco (fedcoseeds.
com) in anticipation of next 
year’s garden.  

With every success comes 
not quite a success. I’ll call 
Muskmelon “Melonade” one 
of those adventures. I was 
intrigued by the description 
in the Fedco catalog, “firm 
orange flesh is tart, punchy 

and refreshing,”  and had 
hoped it would keep our fam-
ily in melons for a month or 
so. Not exactly.  

I couldn’t get over the fact 
that what looked like a canta-
loupe tasted like a lemon! No 
one in the house liked it. I’m 
not going to call it a failure, 
because if anything, I learned 
that I could grow a muskmel-
on successfully.  

I worried I would harvest 
them too early, or too late, 
but I harvested them just 
right, and they grew exceed-
ing well on black plastic 
down the middle of my heat 
retaining rock wall raised 
beds. Next year I will search 
for a variety with a more typ-
ical flavor and it could just be 
a win-win.

I have always wanted to 
grow Indian corn as a fall 
decoration, but was leery of 
the space needed for such an 
endeavor. The experts talk 
about growing corn four rows 
deep for proper pollination 
and kernel formation.  

I threw caution to the wind 
and decided I’d grow a pop-
corn. I enjoyed the commen-
tary in the Fedco catalog in 
the description of a variety 
named “Calico:”  “you can 
hang it on your door in fall 
and pop the very same batch 
come Thanksgiving.” Sold.  

I grew only eight plants, 
set out in a four by two pat-
tern. Shucking the corn felt 
a lot like Christmas morn-

ing with the surprise factor 
involved. Will the kernels be 
gold, blue, mottled or bronze? 

I ended up with enough 
to decorate with and 
come Thanksgiving I 
will indeed try and pop 
some. I’ve had some 
experience popping 
eared corn before.  

At our family vaca-
tion my sister in law 
tried it out. She put 
the dried ear she had 
purchased in a paper 
bag and folded it shut, 

placed it in a microwave on 
high for about 3-4 minutes 
and yum!

What else worked out well 
in my garden this year? The 
succession planting of green 
beans seeded immediately 
after my garlic was harvest-
ed worked out superbly. No 
additional fertilizer required.  

I was able to freeze a lot 
of beans from that second 
sowing. I guess I always wish 
there are more to freeze, so 
maybe next year the row will 
be longer. 

I didn’t utilize the wide 
row method this year. Two 
parallel rows with a walking 
row down the middle made 
the harvest easy. 

I hope you had your share 
of successes this past sum-
mer, and if you are anything 
like me, you are already 
scheming next year’s veggie 
garden.  

 Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

More review; what worked what didn’tSOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty:
 I am a woman, turning 

65 this October (2025). It 
seems that deciding when 
to claim Social Security is 
complicated. I would like 
more information to nav-
igate through this maze. 
Thank you. 

Signed: Ready 
to Claim 

Dear Ready: 
Decid ing  when  to 

claim Social Security 
can be challenging, but 
we hope to make it a bit 
easier for you. You can, 
of course, call us at any 
time to speak to one of our 
certified Social Security 
Advisors, but I’ll share 
some pertinent informa-
tion here as well. 

Be aware that at age 
65, you have not yet 
reached  your  Soc ia l 
Security Full Retirement 
Age. Born in1960, your 
FRA is age 67 and that is 
when you can get 100% 
of the SS benefit you’ve 
earned from a lifetime of 
working. 

If you claim SS at age 
65, your monthly amount 
will be reduced by about 
13.3% from your age 67 
entitlement, a permanent 
reduction. If you wait a 
bit more and claim at age 
66 the reduction would be 
about 6.7%. To get 100% 
of your “primary insur-
ance amount” you should 
wait until age 67 to claim. 
Note you can also wait 
longer than your FRA and 
earn Delayed Retirement 
Credits up to age 70, when 
your monthly amount 
would be about 24% more 
than your FRA entitle-
ment. 

If you are still work-
ing, at age 65 you will 
also be subject to Social 
S e c u r i t y ’ s  A n n u a l 
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can earn 
when collecting SS bene-
fits before your full retire-
ment age. The earnings 
limit for 2025 is $23,400 
(changes annually) and if 
you earn more than that, 
SS will take away $1 in 
benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit. 

There is also a special 
rule for the first calendar 
year you are collecting 
early benefits, which will 
result in you not getting 
benefits for any month 

your work earnings are 
more than $1,950 after 
your early benefits start. 
So, if you claim SS at 
age 65 and continue to 
work, you won’t get any 
SS benefits in any 2025 
month thereafter that you 
earn more than the month-
ly limit unless your total 
annual; 2025 earnings are 
less than the annual limit. 
FYI, the earnings limit no 
longer applies once you 
attain your full retirement 
age. 

In the end, deciding 
when you should claim 
Social Security should 
consider your need for 
Social Security money, 
your life expectancy, your 
plans for working and 
your marital status. If you 
are or were married, you 
might be eligible for a 
spousal or ex-spouse ben-
efit. You may also want to 
peruse the Social Security 
Question and Answer sec-
tion at our website www.
SocialSecurityReport.org. 
So, as you have already 
discerned, deciding when 
to claim Social Security 
can be confusing, but we 
are always here to assist 
you as needed. You can 
either call us directly at 
1-888-750-2622 or email 
your  speci fic  Socia l 
Security questions to us at 
SSAdvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. In either case, we 
will be most happy to help 
you decide when to claim, 
based on your unique per-
sonal circumstances. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

How do I navigate the 
Social Security maze?

On Monday, Oct. 6, 
an Oakham resident 
watched a kettle of 28 

black vultures circling above 
the Harrington Hospital in 
Southbridge. 

He said, “As you may 
know, the species is expand-
ing its range northward into 
Massachusetts.” A kettle is a 
large group of vultures cir-
cling in a thermal, using the 
rising air to conserve energy 
during migration. 

The black vulture has 
sooty, black plumage, a feath-
erless black head and neat 
white stars under the wing-
tips. 

Turkey vultures are lanky 
birds with a teetering flight. 
Their cousin the black vul-
tures are compact birds with 

broad wings, short tails and 
powerful wingbeats. Turkey 
and black vultures often 
associate together. The black 
vultures have a poor sense of 
smell, but by following tur-
key vultures by following 
them to carcasses. They often 
soar high in the sky in search 
of lower soaring turkey vul-
tures. When the turkey vul-
tures descend on a carcass, 
the black vultures follow 
them.

Black vultures are high-
ly social and share food with 

relatives, feed-
i n g  y o u n g 
f o r  m o n t h s 
after they’ve 
fledged. In the 
United States 
black vultures 
are more plen-
tiful than tur-
key vultures. 
Black vultures 
lack a voice 
box and their 
sounds are lim-
ited to hisses 
and grunts.

The oldest 
black vulture 
on record was 

a least 25 years, six months 
old when it was found in 
1965 in Louisiana. It was 
banded there in 1940. They 
may live even longer in cap-
tivity.

Brimfield resident
On Sunday, Oct. 5, I 

received an email from a 
Brimfield resident comment-
ing about my seeing a moose 
in Oakham. He said, “Seeing 
a moose in Massachusetts in 
exciting. My wife and I saw 

a moose in Canada, it ran 
across the road in front of the 
car and disappeared into the 
woods. My wife said “look a 
horse with no rider, similar to 
your reaction.”

Eagle sighting
On Wednesday, Oct. 1, 

I received an email from a 
reader. He said, “I was in my 
car last evening around 6:30 
when I saw a huge, black-
winged bird come over Main 
Street in Barre Plains. When 
we were kids it was called 
Canal Road. It was flying low 
over the street and was try-
ing to gain altitude. The bird 
appeared just before Rich’s 
Pond and it had what looked 
like a recent kill in its talons. 
It accidentally dropped the 
dead animal, which appeared 
to be a rabbit, onto the road 
and what I thought was a vul-
ture turned out to be an adult 
Bald Eagle.” 

He said, “Its stark white 
head and white fanned tail, 
along with it’s bright yellow 
feet and beak were clearly 
seen and it was startling to be 
only 25 or 30 feet away from 

it. The eagle’s wing span was 
enormous. It made an attempt 
to recapture its prey by diving 
quickly back to the road and 
it had to widely fan out its tail 
feathers to slow its descent 
and gain flight control.”  

He said, “The Bald Eagle 
then flew high up into a 
tree along the road near the 
pond and was waiting for me 
and all cars to pass before 
descending on its prey.  It 
was breath taking. We never 
saw such things as kids.”   

Cedar waxwings
The Barre resident said 

on recent warm September 
days he also has been seeing 
a small flock of cedar wax-
wings in Gilbertville, along 
the Ware River, taking bugs 
in midair over the river and 
also working trees and bushes 
that still have some fruit on 
them.

Helping birds
People may also help birds 

by keeping their cats indoors. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

  Black vulture

Please see GARDEN, 
page 13
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Many small businesses struggle to grow and secure funding. 
QVCDC, with support from USDA and MassDevelopment, 
guides entrepreneurs in the Quaboag Valley with practical 
tools to strengthen operations, plan for growth, and prepare 
for financing so their business can thrive.

Business development services
From start-up to growth stage, QVCDC offers one-on-one guidance to help 
you strengthen operations, market your business, and manage finances. 
Our flexible programs connect you with experienced advisors, many at no 
or low cost.

Workshops and training
Build your skills and strengthen your business through QVCDC’s hands-
on workshops and group training sessions. Designed for both new and 
established businesses, these sessions cover business planning, marketing, 
and financial management. Financial assistance may be available for 
qualifying participants.

Loan applications and funding
Ready to launch or expand your business? QVCDC can guide you through 
the lending process with support for business plan development, cash-flow 
projections, and loan readiness. We’ll help you prepare a strong application 
and position your business for long-term success.

Discover how your 
business can reach 
new heights at 
QVCDC.org or call 
413-967-3001.

Helping local 
businesses 
grow, thrive, 
and succeed.

Funding provided 
in part by

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

as well as live displays.
“It’s bigger again this 

year,” Harper said of the 
event. 

Harper said the Knights 
h a v e  b e e n  h o l d i n g  a 
Halloween celebration for 
the town’s youth for over 50 
years, including the long-
standing costume parade. 
The start of the pandemic in 
2020 changed that, and the 
Halloween Spooktacular was 
created as an alternative.

“We did it so the kids 
would have something for 
Halloween,” he said. 

Visitors to the Halloween 
Spooktacular  wil l  enter 
through the Upper Church 
Street exit, drive around 
the first baseball diamond, 
and exit through the main 
entrance.

Cars must enter Upper 
Church Street coming from 
the direction of Route 32. No 
cars will be allowed to enter 
the park coming from the 
direction of downtown.

Each child will receive a 
goody bag packed with treats 
at the end of the Halloween 
Spooktacular. 

When the Knights start-
ed organizing their annu-
al Halloween event, they 

assembled 250 treat bags to 
give way to children, and 
now that number has grown 
by the hundreds. Those bags 
are assembled thanks to the 
efforts of Ware High School’s 
golf team, members of the 
Knights and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, and community 
members

This event is drive-thru 
only; no foot traffic will be 
permitted in the park during 
the event. For those with-
in walking distance of the 
park, the Quaboag Connector 
will be providing free trips 
through the drive-thru, stag-
ing at the Church Street apart-
ment complex. 

Harper  thanks  Parks 
Manager John Piechota and 
the Parks Department as well 
as the Parks Commissioners, 
along with Town Manager 
Stuart  Beckley. He also 
thanked Police Chief Shawn 
Crevier and Fire Chief Jim 
Martinez for sending their 
departments to ensure safety.

Costumes are encouraged 
and spooky Halloween music 
will be playing on radio sta-
tion 91.1 FM.

T h e  H a l l o w e e n 
Spooktacular isn’t just fun 
for children, and all ages are 
encouraged to drive through if 
they dare. 

Coats for Kids
After  the Hal loween 

Spooktacular is done, the 
Knights of Columbus contin-
ue to serve the community, 
with the upcoming Coats for 
Kids drive that will kickoff 
on Nov. 1.

Drop-off locations are 
at all three Ware Public 
Schools ,  Nat  Falk,  the 
Sharpest Edge Barber Shop, 
and the Country Bank branch 
on West Street.

Donations of new (or gen-
tly worn and clean) coats, 
hats, gloves and mittens will 
be accepted. 

Monetary donations can 
be made to Ware Knights of 
Columbus Council 183, P.O. 
Box 88, Ware, MA 01082. 
Please put “Coats for Kids” 
in the check memo.

On Saturday, Nov. 15, 
Bruce Marshall of 97.7 FM 
will be hosting a live broad-
cast for Coats for Kids from 
Nat Falk.

Families in need of coats 
for their children can contact 
the School Superintendent’s 
o ff i ce  a t  Ware  Pub l ic 
Schools. Any extra coats 
received during Coats for 
Kids will be distributed to 
the town’s food pantries.

DRIVE-THRU from page 1

would be told the stories of 
Native Americans, the early 
settlement of Ware, West 
Ware, Factory Village, mills 
on the Ware River, the build-
ing of the Quabbin, and the 
historic covered bridge that 
spans into Gilbertville. 

A lot was going on at the 
historic center of Ware as stu-
dents toured the Ware Center 
Meeting House and Museum 
to see images and artifacts 
of Ware. Outside the build-
ing there were activities for 
students to witness and learn 
about different chores and 
crafts. 

About 90 students learned 
how to make butter, watched 
the crafting of a simple but-
ton spinner, and witnessed a 
knitting demonstration. 

In front of the meeting 
house to demonstrate knit-
ting was Janice Hills. Kids 
learned how residents got 
their wool from sheep to help 
make clothes, such as shirts 
and socks. 

Ware Historical Society 
members recreated a one-
room schoolhouse in what 
was Ware Center’s school-
house, which is now the Ware 
Grange. There were antique 
desks, slates and chalk, and 
old-fashioned lessons. 

Julie Bullock of the Ware 
Historical Society was the 
classroom teacher, who wrote 
the date, Oct. 17, 1925, on 
the chalkboard.  

The students also got 
to explore the cemetery 
behind the meetinghouse 
and have gravestones dat-
ing back to the 1700s. The 
symbols on the gravestones 
were explained, and students 
explored the cemetery to 
find the oldest and youngest 
gravestone. 

The  Ware  His tor ica l 
Society has worked with 
Heather Malin and the third-
grade teachers of SMK 
Elementary School for 15 
years to instill respect and 

pride in the community and 
to make history memorable 
and enjoyable.  

Each year, the teach-
ers deliver thank-you notes 
written by the students that 
describe their favorite expe-
riences.  The notes prove 
that the old-fashioned school 
room, the butter, the toy, the 
visit to the Meeting House 
and the cemetery have made 
a positive impression, and 
that is why we have done it 
every year.

The Proprietors of the 
Ware Center Meeting House 
and the Ware Historical 
Society hope future genera-
tions will share this history 
of their community. 
The  mee t -
ing house 
was once 
the  hub 
of com-
m u n i t y 
life and 
organ i -
zations 
w a n t 
this his-
tory to be 
preserved 
for years to 
come. 

“ G e t 
t o  k n o w 
your town 
and share 
it with the 
children,” 
B u l l o c k 
said. 

The members  of  the 
Ware Historical Society are 
dedicated to this event and 
look forward to host-
ing again next 
y e a r  d u r i n g 
the third-grade 
field trip. For 
more informa-
tion about the 
Ware  Cen t e r 
Meetinghouse & 
Museum, follow 
on Facebook or 
visit warecenter-
meetinghouse.
org. 

HISTORY from page 1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Janice Hills demonstrated 
knitting during the field trip 
in front of the Ware Center 
Meeting House & Museum.

The Ware 
Center 

Meeting 
House & 

Museum was 
part of a field 

trip for third 
grade stu-

dents to learn 
about the his-

tory of their 
community.

Welcome to the 1925 era classroom of Julie Bullock, which was rec-
reated in the Ware Grange, that was once a school in town. 

The Town Library was 
only one cupboard 

at one point. This 
cupboard is displayed 

inside the Ware Center 
Meeting House & 

Museum.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor 

pouimete@turley.com

WARE – Members of the 
Selectboard joined the Parks 
Commission for a meet-
ing to discuss the project 
that will replace the Reed 
Municipal Pool and create 
an adjacent splash pad.

At the Oct. 6 meeting, 
Parks Commissioners Ken 
Higney and Kim Swarts 
were nominated as the 
chair and vice-chair of the 
swimming pool committee; 
and Selectboard member 
Nancy Talbot as secretary. 
Other members of the pool 
committee include John 
Desmond and Bill Imbier.

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said the cost of the 
final design plans for the 
project shouldn’t change 
much from what was esti-
mated, and it is expected 
to be around $200,000. He 
said he is waiting to hear an 
update about the other costs 
for the project. 

The committee voted to 
request $200,000 to final-
ize the design plans through 
Capital Planning in an arti-
cle on the upcoming special 
town meeting warrant in 
order to move forward with 
the project. 

The committee mem-
bers discussed whether or 
not they should approach 
the project in phases, or as 
a whole. Talbot said they 
should plan to go for the 
entire project, but have a 
backup plan in case funding 
isn’t available.

Parks Manager John 
Piechota said knowing 
the true cost of the project 
needs to be known, includ-
ing replacement of the 

sewer lines and the bath-
house. A previous study 
estimated the total cost of 
the project to be close to $4 
million. 

Piechota questioned if 
the changing rooms were 
necessary in the bathhouse, 
or if bathrooms would be 
sufficient. He said a sepa-
rate building would also be 
needed to store the pool’s 
chemicals safely.

Higney said the bath-
house facility needs to be 
handicapped accessible and 
said building from scratch 
would ensure that ADA 
requirements were met. 

Beckley asked if the 
committee wanted to look 
into a covered enclosure 
for the new swimming pool 
design, which would extend 
the length of the swimming 
season. The committee will 
also research if saltwater fil-
tration would be feasible at 
a public swimming pool.

Piechota said the new 
pool would be L-shaped and 
have a zero degree entry, 
and a total depth of five 
feet. This shallower depth 
would bring the pool out of 
the groundwater level.

The current swimming 
pool is deeper than 10 feet, 
and the groundwater has 
created pressure and caused 
cracking of the pool’s con-
crete.

Eagle Scout project
Scouting America Eagle 

Scout candidate Andrew 
Bonilla talked about his 
workout station trail project 
to be completed at Grenville 
Park.

Bonil la  said he has 

Committee met to 
discuss pool project

Please see PROJECT, 
page 13
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Caitlyn R. Garceau, RMA 
Practice Manager - Hakim Medical, PC

 

Caitlyn lives in Ware with her 
husband, Nick, and 2 children, 
Addyson and Zander, along 
wth quite a few pets and farm 
animals. 

 Caitlyn started working as 
a file clerk/medical receptionist 
in May 2006 for Hakim & Safi, 
MD’s and quickly moved to 
medical assisting and assisting 
Dr. Hakim with surgical 
procedures. She took over as 
Practice Manager of Hakim 
Medical, PC in October 2020, 
totaling 19 years of service.

  She has certification in 
RMA-American Registry of 
Medical Assistants and Basic 
Life Support (CPR and AED), 
American Heart Association

What do you like best about your career?
“My career brings me so much joy and a sense of fulfillment in 

helping patients and making genuine connections with them. I also 
work with the most amazing people! Our practice is like one big 
family, full of encouragement and gratitude for one another,” said 
Caitlyn. 

When not working, she enjoys spending time with family, friends, 
and pets as well as baking, dancing, and supporting her children by 
being their biggest fan at dance competitions and sporting events.

182 West Street, Ware MA 01082
 413-967-5562 OPT 1

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to 
Safe(r) Computing 

For $20, learn: 
• Passwords—How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering—What is it? How to 

avoid falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot 

them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and 

what to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

but there is no guarantee,” 
Ferrera said. 

As for the Pleasant Street 
property, if it is not cleared 
it could just be from the list. 
The board voted and accept-
ed the tax possession list and 
approved the sales.

Sullivan & Sullivan 
contract

The board discussed the 
possibility of entering into 
a contract with Sullivan & 
Sullivan Auctioneers, LLC 
for auctioneering services. 
Ferrera feels the process is 
going smoothly and the auc-
tioneering company has out-
standing credibility. 

Sullivan & Sullivan would 
be in charge of the sale, 
advertising, and promoting 
the auction, which will be 
held at the Shepard Building 
gym. The company has a 
background of working on 
auctions for municipalities 
across Massachusetts. 

The board accepted the 

contract with Sullivan & 
Sullivan Auctioneers, LLC. 

Special Town 
Meeting articles

The board went over 
a draft of a warrant for the 
upcoming Fall Special Town 
Meeting on Nov. 20. Ferrera 
said this draft is still fluid 
and could change over time. 

Free cash has not been 
certified yet and Ferrera 
hopes to get an update for the 
board soon. 

A r t i c l e s  h ave  b e e n 
reviewed by Capital Planning 
and the Finance Committee. 
The dollar amounts for each 
article are still fluid as well. 
The board went over the war-
rant draft to see if other arti-
cles could be placed. 

There was one discus-
sion about an article for 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School and is around 
$100,000. The board wanted 
to know if West Brookfield 
would contribute a percent-
age of that money, due to 
the school being a shared 

building for students of both 
towns. 

A revised copy of the war-
rant will be presented at the 
next Selectmen’s meeting.

Grant acceptance 
The Selectmen discussed 

and reviewed communi-
cation from the Executive 
Office of Housing & Livable 
Communities on the town’s 
award of a $22,000. State 
Community Planning Grant 
for the purpose of drafting a 
housing production plan. A 
$3,000 match from the town 
is required. 

Ferrera explained the 
grant and is for the town and 
is part of the master plan. 
Planners will assess the town 
and see the areas of where 
the town’s housing stock is. 
This grant will help the town 
on how to grow housing 
stock. 

The board approved and 
accepted the grant. 

The board also voted on 
an acceptance of a state grant 
in the amount of $20,295.24 

from the Office of Public 
Safety and Security to sup-
port the fiscal year 2026 
municipal road safety pro-
gram and to authorize the 
Police Chief to sign and 
manage said grant. The board 
accepted this state grant as 
well. 

2027 budget 
calendar discussion

Ferrera talked about the 
2027 budget calendar with 
the Board of Selectmen. 
Ferrera went over this with 
the Finance Committee and 
wanted to bring it to the 
board’s attention for consid-
eration. 

The Town Administrator 
wants departments to know 
what the expectations are 
moving forward. 

Ferrera will send out a 
directive for the town depart-
ments during a December 
meeting. There will be a 
change to the calendar if both 
Annual and Special Town 
Meetings are moved to a dif-
ferent date. 

First Amended 
Notice of Action 

The board discussed the 
First Amended Notice of 
Action from the Architectural 
Access Board granting a 

variance at 48 High St., with 
instructions to all boards, 
committees, and commis-
sions. 

This ties to why the Board 
of Selectmen are having 
their meeting at the Senior 
Center. Ferrera made a vari-
ance request in September 
because the chair lifts in the 
building are currently down. 
The Town Administrator said 
getting these variances were 
extremely difficult to get. 

An access plan is being 
drafted for the building. As 
of now, the town can’t have 
meetings in the municipal 
building and can only have 
them at the Senior Center or 
at the high school. 

The board has to go over 
options as to what they can 
do to accommodate ADA 
compliant priorities. Once 
resolved, the town can have 
meetings in the building.

Bill payments
The Board of Selectmen 

discussed vendor bills for 
payment to the accountant’s 
office prior to the board’s rat-
ification to allow for timely 
payment processing. It was 
recommended to the board 
that they could establish cer-
tain limits on paying bills. 

Selectmen Chair Richard 
Eichacker suggested the 
board could authorize it 
every year, but wanted to 
know if the town has any 
major bills coming up. 

Recurring expenses are 
a good idea, but Selectmen 
David Dufresne mentioned 
that the “concern is any 
non-reoccurring bills.” 

The board agreed that 
any non-reoccurring bills 
should be reviewed by the 
board first. The board voted 
and approved the Town 
Administrator to pay reoc-
curring expenses for a one-
year period. Any non-re-
occurring expenses will be 
reviewed by the board. 

Halloween
The board had to pick a 

time for this year’s trick or 
treating hours. In the past the 
town has done the hours of 
5-6:30 p.m. and the parade 
starts at 6:30 p.m. The board 
decided to keep the trick or 
treating hours the same. 

T h e  n ex t  B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen’s meeting will 
be on Thursday, Oct. 23 at 
6 p.m. The meeting will be 
held at the Warren Senior 
Center at 2252 Main St. in 
West Warren. 

WARREN from page 1

WEST BROOK-
FIELD – Following 
a month-long exhi-
bition at the Palmer 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y, 
West Warren artist 
Terrence Kiernan 
now has his paint-
ings on display at 
Joy of Beans.

Kiernan is known 
for his impression-
ist and en plein air 
style, with work that 
reflects nature-in-
spired themes. His 
paint ings  convey 
emotion through rich 
color palettes and 
expressive textures.

In  addi t ion to 
his own artwork, 
K i e r n a n  c u r a t e s 
exhibitions at Lost 
Towns Brewing in 
Hardwick, where his 
pieces are featured 
alongside those of 
several local artists.

Artist Terrence Kiernan 
exhibits work at Joy of Beans

West Warren artist Terrence Kiernan is exhibiting his paintings at 
the Joy of Beans in West Brookfield.

Artist Terrence Kiernan 
displayed this painting of 
sunflowers.

This is one of the many paintings 
displayed by artist Terrence Kiernan.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Quaboag Historical 
Society is pleased to spon-
sor a free talk by Christie 
Higginbottom, a horticul-
tural historian and former 
noted plant expert at Old 
Sturbridge Village, enti-
tled “An Infinite Variety 
of Fruit: Historic New 
England Apples.” 

This presentation will 
take place at the West 
Brookfield Senior Center, 
located at 73 Central St., on 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at 1 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be 
served. Higginbottom’s talk 
will focus on the 19th-cen-
tury history of apples in 
New England. Hundreds 
of varieties originated in 
historic orchards through-
out  the area and had 
evocative names such as 
Westfield Seek-No-Further, 
Sheepnose, and Maiden’s 
Blush. 

Come by and learn 

about the history of heir-
loom apples and sample 
some unique varieties.

The QHS is dedicated 
to promoting and shar-
ing local history through 
talks, events, and activ-
ities. The QHS museum 
is also a wonderful place 
to learn about the six 
towns in the Plantation, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  E a s t 
Brookfield, Brookfield, 
North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, Warren, and 
New Braintree. 

The organization always 
welcomes local historians 
and specialists to share 
their knowledge and ideas 
so that thwy can build 
stronger community con-
nections through a shared 
history. 

Please register for the 
event by contacting Ed 
Londergan at ed.londer-
gan@gmail.com or 508-
864-8685.

QHS sponsors program 
on history of apples
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Decorated trunks filled with candy!

CEDARBROOK VILLAGE 

TRUNK OR TREAT
Tuesday, October 28th

4:00pm-6:00pm

trick or treat indoors, too!
games • Candy • music

This is a FREE, family-friendly event. Don’t forget to wear your best Halloween costume!

PHONE: 413-758-5377    EMAIL: mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE

413-758-5377
CedarbrookVillage.com

73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082

of these concerns. Vollheim 
said both meetings have been 
scheduled and should hap-
pen over the next couple of 
weeks. 

Later in the meeting, the 
Select Board got to the agen-
da item to discuss and vote 
on Smith’s Open Meeting 
Law complaint. The com-
plaint in this discussion is 
about the auction company 
conflict the town is having 
and claims that the Town 
Administrator did not get 
authorization to sign a con-
tract with company. 

T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 
wants to come to a resolu-
tion soon and originally 
wanted to table this dis-
cussion. However, Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  J u s t i n e 
Caggiano shared that there is 
a deadline for this discussion. 
Caggiano asked the Select 
Board to vote on a response. 

“It does not constitute an 

open meeting law violation 
and is outlined in the draft 
response,” Caggiano said. 

The Board discussed 
briefly on when a meet-
ing was held that gave the 
Town Administrator autho-
rization to sign on a con-
tract. Caggiano said this was 
done under the prior Select 
Board chair and said the 
board voted to have contract 
signed. Caggiano also said 
the assessor also said this 
publicly. 

Vice Chair William Tinker 
claimed that was done in 
executive session. 

The Board agreed to send 
their response to the state and 
hopefully get to some reso-
lution. The vote was unani-
mous. 

Visitor comments
Bill Cole of the Planning 

Board shared some top-
ics with the Select Board 
to discuss during visitor 
comments. There are many 

vacancies on town boards 
and commissions, and Cole 
hopes volunteers will step up 
and fill those vacancies. 

Cole wanted to know if 
there is anything on the web-
site or any way to update 
sources to see what opportu-
nities are filled or available. 

Caggiano commented and 
said there is an updated list 
on the website and wants to 
put in a page where volun-
teer opportunities are listed. 
The town is working on fixing 
the website, which Caggiano 
feels needs to be upgraded. 

Cole also brought up grant 
writing and feels the town 
would benefit from having 
part-time grant writing assis-
tance to help the town submit 
grant applications and hope-
fully secure some grant funds. 

“I think that’d be very 
good,” Cole said. 

Cole said in the past the 
town has had a tough time 
submitting their applications 
on time in the past, includ-

ing block grants. Luckily, 
the town is working with 
the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Com-
mission. 

Caggiano commented on 
grants and mentioned that 
Community Development 
Block Grant is helping with 
projects related to Highland 
Terrace and the Memorial 
Park project. 

“We do need some help 
with grants,” Caggiano said. 

There is a list  being 
worked on by the Capital 
Planning Committee to help 
outline what the town could 
use and be supported with 
grant funding. 

Appointments
The Select Board went 

over  appointments  and 
reappointments of mem-
bers to the town’s Historical 
Commission. John Petraglia 
was reappointed and Patricia 
Tinker and Ryan J. Witkos 
were both appointed. 

Kearsarge Solar lease
The board got some fur-

ther information from mem-
bers of the Planning Board 
who visited the site that 
Kearsarge Solar is looking to 
lease. Those who visited got 
new ideas about distances to 
the river. 

There was also an update 
from town counsel and is 
waiting to plug in numbers 
for the new lease. With both 
the town and the applicant 
still behind on information, 
the topic was tabled until the 
next meeting. 

Cole commented and 
hopes that the board will be 
satisfied with the decision 
they make with Kearsarge, 
but doesn’t give up as much 
property, so there can be 
other developments on the 
lot. Vollheim feels the town 
is in no position to do a site 
plan review.

When a decision is made, 
Kearsarge would still have 
to go through the Planning 

Board. With a lot still to be 
figured out, the Select Board 
will continue this discussion. 
Hopefully by next meeting 
they will know how much 
land is going to be taken if 
they were to move forward 
with Kearsarge Solar. 

Select Board roundtable
Tinker brought up the 

topic of the Town Accountant 
position. As of their Oct. 14 
meeting, the position is still 
vacant and the applicant the 
board voted on withdrew 
from the application. 

According to Vollheim, 
the applicant withdrew his 
letter of interest and backed 
out. 

Tinker wanted to know if 
the dealbreaker for the appli-
cant was that the position is 
an exempt position under the 
Federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act. Tinker would like to dis-
cuss more about the Town 
Accountant position at their 
next Select Board Meeting. 

COMPLAINT from page 1

The dinner featured spa-
ghetti and sauce that came 
with a dinner roll, meatballs, 
and a side salad. There were 
also desserts donated, includ-
ing cupcakes and pies. 

Hannaford’s  donated 
sodas and some food for this 
year’s spaghetti supper. The 
spaghetti and meatballs were 
donated by Salem Cross Inn. 

Guests got to participate 
in a 50/50 raffle and win 
some raffle baskets. Proceeds 
from the raffle go towards 
suppor t ing  the  Warren 
Firefighter’s Association. 

The prizes and baskets 
were donated by various 
organizations and businesses. 
Next to each prize is a fire-
fighter helmet with the name 
of the business/organization 
that donated the prize. 

Wedge came up during 
dinner time with a few 
announcements .  Wedge 
wanted to thank all the those 
who supported this year’s 
spaghetti supper through 

donations and volunteerism. 
The Warren Firefighter’s 

Association also hosts a 
Christmas wreath fundraiser 
at their fire station in West 
Warren. Funds from that 
event also go to support the 
association. 

Kenny Beauregard is 
the president of the Warren 
Firefighter’s Association 
and James Gagner is the 
vice-president of the associ-
ation. 

Members of the Warren 
Firefighter’s Association 
were wearing Bridges Strong 
T-shirts during the spaghet-
ti supper. Guests could buy 
a T-shirt that were available 
inside the fire station. The 
funds from these T-shirts go 
to support retired firefighter, 
Scott Bridges, who is under-
going cancer treatments. 

Bridges attended the spa-
ghetti supper and is a retired 
firefighter who served for 
30 years. Members of the 
Bridges family were at the 
spaghetti supper and were 
proud to surprise their loved 

one with this news. 
The family  gathered 

around and showed Bridges 
these T-shirts,  that say, 
“Bridges Strong” in the back 
along with “Warren Fire” and 
a blue cancer ribbon symbol 
in the center. Bridges was 
told about these shirts being 
sold and are a part of helping 
him out.

The news was a surprise 
to Bridges, who expressed 
nothing but thankfulness. 

“I am thankful and hum-
ble,” Bridges said. “These 
folks are family; the Fire 
Department is family.” 

Bridges retired from the 
fire department in 2023. A 
year earlier, his son Alex 
joined the Warren Fire 
Department. 

Bridges has a retirement 
plaque that shows a picture 
of him and his son together 
as firefighters. Alex was sell-
ing the T-shirts to help ben-
efit his father. Almost all the 
shirts were sold during the 
spaghetti supper. 

DINNER from page 1

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Spaghetti was ready to 
be served and took place 
at the Warren Fire Station 
near the center of Warren.

RIGHT: Raffle prizes were 
available during the spa-
ghetti supper. Each fire-
fighter helmet had the 
name of the business/
organization that donated 
a prize. 
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Learn more at ngrid.com/discountrate or scan the QR code

Introducing the new 
Tiered Discount Rate
for qualified Massachusetts electric customers.

We recognize that you may be experiencing challenges 
in paying your electric bill, particularly as other household 
expenses continue to increase.

To help, we are pleased to announce the expansion of our  
Discount Rate program. The new tiered discounts range  
from 32%–71%, depending on household size and income.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren 
Senior Center hosted an 
Italian American heritage 
celebration this past week.

The celebration consisted 
of an Italian meal, dessert, 
and classic music. This is 
the third year that the Senior 
Center has hosted this Italian 
American Heritage celebra-
tion and it is sponsored by 
Warren Town Administrator, 
James Ferrera. 

Ferrera attended this cel-
ebration, which featured one 
of his favorite Italian meals, 
chicken parmesan. The Town 
Administrator wanted to do 
this celebration to share a 
part of his Italian American 
heritage. Having this dinner 
and celebration at the Senior 
Center is a way to give back 
to the community and bring 
awareness to Italian heritage. 

For dessert, Ferrera sur-
prised guests by bringing 
over 80 cannolis from La 
Fiorentina Pastry Shop in 
Springfield. These deli-
cious pastries were enjoyed 
by dozens of guests at the 
Warren Senior Center. 

Ferrera took a moment to 
thank all the staff and vol-
unteers at the Senior Center 
for their continued support 
in keeping the senior center 

running. Ferrera also thanked 
Amanda Meli of Amanda 
Meli Music for provid-
ing music during the meal. 
Classic Italian music was 
being played while guests 
enjoyed the chicken parme-
san meal along with spaghet-
ti, garlic bread, and a garden 
salad. 

Ferrera said, “it is import-
ant to celebrate all of our 
heritage” as he wanted to 
share some of his cultural 
traditions with everyone at 
the Senior Center. Ferrera 
said one of his favorite tradi-
tions in his Italian heritage is 
Sunday meals with his fam-

ily. 
“Food is a good way to 

bring people together,” 
Ferrera said. 

The delicious chicken par-
mesan was cooked by Paula 
Fitts, who was keeping busy 
in the kitchen. Senior Center 
Director Sharon Meli dressed 
for the occasion and was 
sporting an Italian beret, a 
classic Italian hat. 

The cannolis  were a 
popular dessert and guests 
thanked Ferrera for bringing 
them for this year’s annual 
Italian American heritage 
celebration. Ferrera enjoyed 
a chicken parmesan meal 

while visiting the Senior 
Center. Warren Selectman 
Derick Veliz attended the cel-
ebration and enjoyed a meal 
as well. 

The Senior Center will be 
hosting a Polish dinner on 
Thursday, Oct. 30. 

The center’s newsletter 
is now online through the 
town website, www.war-
ren-ma.gov. Go to the Senior 
Center Calendar link to find 
out more about future pro-
grams and events. The Senior 
Center can be contacted by 
calling 413-436-5662. 

Warren Senior Center celebrated Italian American heritage

Sharon Meli (top), shown with a classic Italian beret, and 
Amanda Meli enjoyed a cannoli while providing the music 
for the celebration.

Warren Selectman Derick Veliz,  left,  and Town 
Administrator James Ferrera enjoyed a chicken parmesan 
meal at Warren Senior Center.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
It was a full house as seniors enjoyed a delicious Italian meal and celebrated Italian 
American heritage. 
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BELCHERTOWN – 
Last Thursday evening, 
Belchertown girls vol-
leyball easily defeat-
ed Ware for its fifth 
win of the season 3-0. 
They won straight sets 
of 25-14, 25-11, and 
25-18. Belchertown 
got 10 kills from Layla 
Liminski and 24 assists 
from Olivia Skora. 
Belchertown is 5-11 
while Ware is 3-15.

Indians suffer sweep against OriolesIndians suffer sweep against Orioles

Turley photos byDavid Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jadyn-Amy Boulrice 
sets up a spike.

Isla Bennington gets 
low for the hit.

Maia 
Lamothe 

makes the 
bump.

Emma Zelesky extends to keep the ball 
in play.

Maeve Stevens gets a return hit.Andrea Albano passes the ball to 
the front line.

Quabbin 
field hockey 
heading 
into playoffs 
strong

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BA L DW I N V I L L E  – 
Since entering the 2019 
Central Mass. Division 1 
field hockey tournament with 
a 14-1-3 record, the Quabbin 
Lady Panthers hadn’t won 
more than eleven games 
during the regular season.  

The Lady Panthers won 
their 12th game of this sea-
son following a 3-1 road vic-
tory against the Narragansett 
Regional Lady Warriors, last 
Tuesday afternoon. It was 
also their fifth consecutive 
win. 

“This is a very big win 
for us because it’s going to 
help our power ranking in 
the state tournament,” said 
longtime Quabbin head 
coach Shelly Zalneraitis, 
whose husband, Rich, is the 
Narragansett boys’ varsity 
basketball coach. “It was also 
very nice to have three dif-
ferent goal scorers in today’s 
game.”

The Lady Panthers, who 
played their final road game 
of the regular season, made 
the short bus ride back home 
to Barre with a 12-2 over-

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARREN — Many soc-
cer coaches dread having a 
2-0 lead. Just ask longtime 
Granby girls’ varsity soccer 
coach Bob Weaver. 

The Lady Rams took a 
2-0 lead early in the second 
half during last Friday after-
noon’s road match against the 
Quaboag Lady Cougars.

The home team battled 
back by scoring a pair of 
goals within a five-minute 
span and the non-league con-
test ended in a 2-2 draw. 

“This result is very disap-
pointing, especially after we 
held a 2-0 second half lead,” 
Weaver said. “It wasn’t one 
of our better efforts of the 
season. You just have to give 
Quaboag a lot of credit.”

The Lady Rams, who 
are the top ranked team in 
the MIAA Division 5 power 
rankings, had a 9-3-3 overall 
record following the road tie. 
They were scheduled to fin-
ish the regular season with 

another non-league match 
at Pittsfield High School on 
Monday afternoon before 
the Western Mass. Class D. 
tournament starts later in the 
week. 

“My players are quick-
ly realizing that when the 
other team steps on the field, 
we’ll be getting their best 

effort,” Weaver said. “This 
was a very big game for both 
teams.”

Quaboag head coach Joe 
Mooney was very pleased 
with the way his squad per-
formed, especially in the sec-
ond half. 

“It was wonderful to see 
how well the girls responded 

in the second half,” Mooney 
said. “We had our chances in 
the first half, but we never 
gave up. We decided to move 
a couple of players into an 
attacking formation at the 
start of the second half.”   

Quaboag girls soccer rallies to earn draw

Persepho Piermarini collects a save. Asher Sargeal takes a goal kick.

BARRE – Last week, 
Quabbin Regional girls 
soccer racked up two more 
wins. One matchup was a 
5-1 triumph at home against 
Narragansett. They also 
traveled to Gardner and 

turned in a 3-0 shutout. 
The Panthers are now 8-4-1 
and continue their season 
with an away game at Ayer 
Shirley on Thursday, Oct. 
23 at 4 p.m.

Panthers Panthers 
win three win three 

straightstraightBianca Wilder makes a stop 
and turns play around.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Ailey Majoy gets ready to clear the ball to the other end.

PALMER – Due to several post-
ponements, it was a busy week for 
Pathfinder girls soccer, as they had 
three games scheduled last week 
and one more game remaining ear-
lier this week. Last Friday after-
noon, the Pioneers hosted Putnam 
and suffered a 2-1 loss, falling to 
4-7-2 on the season. Right now, 
Pathfinder is on the outside of the 
state tournament power rankings, 
but they still have time to reach 
.500 for the season to qualify.

Pathfinder finishes up busy week

LEFT: Megan Clark navigates 
through traffic.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Aubrey Oretiz takes the 
goal kick for Pathfinder.

Please see QUABBIN, 
page 10

Please see QUABOAG, 
page 10

SEE  MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 10
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
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99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Isabella Cotaj
 WARE

Earlier this month, 
Cotaj led Ware girls 
soccer to win over 

Hoosac by scoring a hat 
trick.

To nominate someone 
for Athlete of the Week, 
contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 
send an e-mail to gscibel-
li@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville 
League

WARE – The Bondsville 
League at Roll-A-Way Lanes 
has reached week seven of the 
bowling season. 

After seven weeks of 
candlepin bowling, the top 
team is Fire Mountain in 
the East Division with a 
record of 32-17. In the West 
Division, there is a tie for first 
place between Sandri and 
Cannonballs with a record 
of 28-21. The Snappers are 
a close behind in the West 
Division with a record of 
27-22. 

During week seven, Fire 
Mountain bowled against the 
Snappers. In game one, Fire 
Mountain won by a score 
of 465-449. In game two, 
Snappers won a close game 
by a score of 450-447. 

In game three, Snappers 
won the last game by a score 
of 462-444. Kevin Krasnecky 
of Snappers finished the 
match with a 114, the high-
est game bowled in the match. 
The final score was 1361-
1356 in favor of Snappers. 

Sandri bowled against 
Spare Parts in week seven. 
In game one, Sandri was the 
winner with a score of 494-
477. Sue Horton of Sandri 

started off strong with a 135. 
Her teammate Ron Gouin 
began with a 119. 

In game two, Spare Parts 
won by a score of 488-443. 
Rich Picotte of Sandri had the 
highest score with a 119. John 
Jebb of Spare Parts bowled a 
104 after starting with a 109. 

In game three, Sandri won 
by a score of 468-458. Horton 
finished with a 111 and a 
series of 356. Gouin bowled 
a 120 and bowled a series 
of 325. The final score was 
1423-1405 in favor of Spare 
Parts. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Flaming Bowling 
Balls in week seven. In game 
one, Zeke’s Freaks won the 
game by a score of 481-460. 
Zeke Sicard began the match 
with a 111 during his team’s 
victory.

In game two, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won by a score 
of 468-460. Don Paulus of 
Flaming Bowling Balls scored 
111 and Pete Ducharme of 
Zeke’s Freaks bowled a 107. 

In game three, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won the last 
game by a score of 455-444. 
Paulus repeated last game 
with another 111. It was a 
close match as Zeke’s Freaks 
won total pinfall by a final 
score of 1385-1383. 

C a n n o n b a l l s  b ow l e d 
against Ironmen in week 
seven. In game one, Ironmen 
were the winners by a score 
of 500-488. Billy Brunk of 

Ironmen started with a 127. 
In game two, Cannonballs 

won big by a score of 520-
463.  Micah Hinkley  of 
Cannonballs bowled a 111. 
Ryan Drago of Ironmen 
bowled a 117 in game two. 

In game three, Cannonballs 
won again by a score of 473-
465. Hinkley through a clutch 
strike in the tenth frame to 
mathematically secure the last 
game. Brunk had a chance to 
match but was unfortunate by 
leaving the spread eagle for a 
spare shot. 

The final score was 1481-
1423 in favor of Cannonballs. 

Slow Burners  bowled 
against Night Hawks in week 
seven. In game one, Slow 
Burners won by a score of 
523-477. Jody Orszulak of 
Slow Burners began the match 
with a 124. 

In game two, Slow Burners 
managed to win a close 
game against Night Hawks 
by a score of 501-498. Scott 
Radisic of Slow Burners 
bowled a 121. Gavin Sinclair 
of Night Hawks bowled well 
in game two with a 132. 

In game three,  Night 
Hawks won by a score of 496-
481. Nate Orszulak of Slow 
Burners finished the match 
with a 126 and a series of 342. 
Sinclair had the highest series 
on his team with a 346. Slow 
Burners won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1505-1471. 

Candlepin League News�

all record. Their only two 
setbacks this fall were at 
Westborough and a non-
league home loss to Frontier 
Regional.

Q u a b b i n ,  w h o  wa s 
ranked seventh in the MIAA 
Division 4 power rankings 
at the beginning of last 
week, has qualified for the 
state tournament in each of 
the past four seasons. 

The  l a s t  t ime  tha t 
Quabbin faced Narragansett 
(12-2-2) was in last year’s 
round of 32 contest. The 
Lady Panthers posted a 3-1 
home win. 

All the players listed on 
the 2025 Lady Panthers var-
sity roster are very talented.    

“We only have 13 play-
ers on the varsity team, 
but all of them are out-
standing field hockey play-
ers and they’re also great 
kids,” Zalneraitis said. “We 
just want to keep winning 
games.”

The three seniors are 
Maddy Stauder,  Farrah 
Wojcik, and Alyssa Ebert.

“ T h e  s e n i o r s  a r e 
our leaders this year,” 
Zalneraitis added. “None of 
them have told me if they’ll 
be playing field hockey in 
college, but they certainly 
can.” 

The Lady Panthers annu-
al senior night game was 
scheduled to be against 
Leominster on Wednesday 
night. They’re scheduled to 
wrap up the regular season 
by hosting Marlborough on 
Friday afternoon. 

Stauder and Wojcik are 
two of the Lady Panthers 
captains, along with junior’s 
Makenzie Casey and Abigail 
Rogowski. 

Quabbin’s other three 
j u n i o r s  a r e  K a i l y n n 
Schuster, Violet Kelley, and 
Aubrey Thorpe, who’s the 
starting goalie. Thorpe only 
had to make three saves 
against the Lady Warriors, 
who were ranked 24th in the 
Division 4 power rankings.

The four Lady Panthers 
sophomores  a re  E l l i e 
Poulin, Veanna Salvadore, 
Audrey Niles, and Kayla 
Curran.

Rounding the varsity 
squad is eighth grader Maria 
Hamm, who leads the team 
with 17 goals.

Casey had a couple of 
shot attempts during the 
first half, but senior goalie 
Gianna Manca made eight 
saves during the first 30 
minutes.

The turning point of the 
game took place with 1:30 
left in the third quarter.

The Lady Panthers were 
given a penalty stroke after 
the Lady Warriors covered 
the ball.

Casey took the stoke and 
banged a shot into the back 
of the cage.

“This was the third time 
that I’ve made a penalty 
stroke this season,” Casey 
said. “I was a little bit ner-
vous because I needed to 
make it to give my team the 
lead. This is probably the 
best season we’ve had since 
I’ve been playing for the 
varsity team. All of us are 
like sisters.”

The Lady Panthers held a 
1-0 lead entering the fourth 
quarter.

Less than two minutes 
into the final quarter, Curran 
fired a shot that deflected 
into the cage off the goalie’s 
pads for an unassisted goal.

Quabbin’s final goal was 
scored by Hamm, which 
was also unassisted, with 
6:30 remaining in regula-
tion.

“Two of our younger 
players scored goals during 
the fourth quarter,” Casey 
said. “Everyone has been 
contributing to our success 
so far this year.”

About 15 seconds later, 
the Lady Warriors ended 
Thorpe’s shutout bid follow-
ing a goal from sophomore 
Lacey Beauregard.

The Lady Panthers man-
aged to hold onto the two 
goal lead the rest of the way.    

QUABBIN from page 9

While Granby had already 
locked up a berth in the 
upcoming Division 5 state 
tournament, Quaboag (7-6-
2) needed to win one of their 
remaining three regular sea-
son games to clinch a spot in 
the Division 4 state tourna-
ment. 

The Lady Cougars, who 
were ranked 38th, were 
scheduled to play two road 
matches against Ware High 
School (Monday night) and 
Assabet Valley Regional 
Technica l  High School 
(Wednesday  a f te rnoon) 
before wrapping up the reg-
ular season with a home 
date against Uxbridge High 
School on October 27.

“With this draw, we now 
only to need to win one of 
our last three games to auto-
matically qualify for the 
Division 4 state tournament,” 
Mooney said. “I do like play-
ing the Western Mass. teams. 
Today’s game was a very 
good test for my team.”

Quaboag is hoping to 
qualify for the Division 4 
state tournament for the first 
time.

A year ago, the Lady 
Cougars lost to the Lady 
Rams at home in a Division 5 
round of 32 match. 

Granby’s season ended 
two days later with a loss at 
Georgetown in the round of 
16.

The two teams also faced 
each other during the 2024 
regular season, as the Lady 
Cougars posted a 1-0 road 

victory. It was Quaboag’s 
third consecutive win in the 
series since a 1-1 tie in 2021. 

Despite falling behind 2-0 
in this year’s meeting on the 
soccer pitch with Granby, 
Mooney knew the game 
wasn’t over yet.

“A 2-0 lead is probably the 
worst lead that you can have 
in a soccer match,” he said. 
“The team with the 2-0 lead 
is thinking that they can relax 
a little bit, and the other team 
is thinking they just need one 
goal to make it a close match. 
If that happens, anything 
can happen. We were able 
to comeback by scoring two 
goals in a span of five min-
utes. Having a 3-0 is always a 
lot better.” 

The Lady Cougars had a 
couple of scoring chances 

early in the opening half.
A shot taken from senior 

captain Maddy Bagg was 
saved by Granby junior keep-
er Meredith Bartosz (4 saves).

A couple of minutes later, 
freshman Julia Queiroga fired 
a shot on goal and Bartosz 
made a diving save attempt. 
She managed to knock the 
ball over the end line result-
ing in a corner kick.

At the other end of the 
field, junior Kalli White had 
a couple of chances before 
firing a low shot into the 
left corner of the net past 
Quaboag junior  keeper 
Persepho Piermarini (5 saves) 
giving the Lady Rams a 1-0 
advantage during the 34th 
minute.

White, who has been a 
member of the varsity soccer 

team since the eighth grade, 
entered the road match three 
points away from reaching 
100 career points.

Bagg and senior captain 
Maddy Potvin had shots on 
goal during the final two min-
utes of the first half.

The Lady Rams’ second 
goal was scored by freshman 
Marcela Tapia in the 54th 
minute.

White was credited with 
the assist leaving her one 
point away from the elite 
milestone.

“It would’ve been nice if 
Kalli would’ve reached her 
100th career point in today’s 
game,” Weaver said. “She 
wouldn’t have been able to 
accomplish the milestone 
without the help of her team-
mates.”

The Lady Cougars sliced 
the deficit in half when 
Potvin fired a shot into the 
left corner, which was assist-
ed by Queiroga, in the 62nd 
minute.

Four minutes later, Bagg 
scored the tying goal by loft-
ing a shot into the upper left 
corner, which was assisted by 
Potvin.

The  Quaboag  coach 
praised the performance of 
his defensive unit in the sec-
ond half. Those players are 
junior Brielle Gerulaitis, 
junior captain Asher Sargent, 
and senior Olive Moulton. 

Both teams had a cou-
ple of shot attempts during 
the final 15 minutes of reg-
ulation, but the score didn’t 
change on the scoreboard.

QUABOAG from page 9

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Hayssa Freitas sends the ball deep.

Elizabeth Matheson plays the ball 
off her knee.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Larrah Gagne watches her shot head for the goal.

Grace Vanoudenhove winds 
up to shoot on goal.

Panthers win three straightPanthers win three straight

The deadline for submissions for this sports section 
is the Monday before publication by noon.

To send in information, contact Sports Editor at 413-283-8393, send 
an e-mail to sports@turley.com or send it through the mail to:

Turley Publications c/o Sports Editor, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
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dor, and in 2018 it purchased 
Frohloff Farm in Ware and 
expanded another section of 
the trail. In 2022 another 2.3 
miles was added, connecting 
the trail through Gilbertville.

Just last year, voters in 
the town of Ware approved 
the purchase of a plot of 
land that will connect the 
Mass Central Rail Trail from 
Frohloff Farm to Grenville 
Park. 

The Station Loop Ramble 
showcases the New Braintree 
and Hardwick sections of 
the Mass Central Rail Trail 
and its bridges, with the 5K 
departing from the former 
station into the village of 
Wheelwright and then back 
again.

Runners and walkers pass 
over the Ware River, getting 
a breathtaking view of the 
area at the peak of foliage 
season.

The 5-Mile Classic nor-
mally includes the challeng-
ing hills of New Braintree’s 
farmland, in addition to the 
fast and flat Mass Central 
Rail Trail, but due to bridge 
construction on Creamery 
Road, the route was changed 
(and slightly shortened) this 
year.

Runners instead took to 
Hardwick Road and passed 
by the Winnimusset Wildlife 
Management Area, before 
making their way down sce-
nic back roads and up the 
daunting hill on Wine Road, 
then finishing past the famil-
iar farms of West Road.  

Young runners had two 
options for races, both of 
which were entirely on the 
Mass Central Rail Trail. 
Children 5 and under could 
participate in the 200-foot 
race and children ages 6-12 
could race for a quarter mile. 

As always, the Station 
Loop Ramble provided an 
experience for the whole 
family, made possible by a 
number of dedicated volun-
teers who handed out freshly 
baked cookies, painted faces, 
and more.

“It’s a wonderful day to 
be out,” Cynthia Henshaw, 
East Quabbin Land Trust’s 
Executive Director, said. 
“Thank you to all the vol-
unteers who helped to make 

this a wonderful event.”
This year’s 5K Run/

Walk results are as fol-
lows: Walker Larson, 23:10; 
Sean Nagle, 24:08; Josie 
Andrade,  24:38;  Hazel 
Larson, 27:03; Tim Rodier, 
27:53; Carolyn Bressette, 
28:17; George Campbell, 
28:34; Carlee Rich, 28:50; 
Gene Rich, 29:36; Jackie 
Magerowski, 30:39; Clara 
Campbell,  30:50; Brian 
Savilonis, 32:02; Lynne 
Feldman,  33:43;  Cal ia 
Rich, 34:18; Jenny Guercio, 
34:27;  Claire  Norberg, 
37:21; Clayton Larson, 
38:14; David Larson, 38:52; 
Katie Benedetti, 42:33; Ann 
Neuburg, 43:04; Joseph 

Siok, 55:43; Rick Dorsch, 
56:34; Donna Dorsch, 56:35; 
Quinn Edwards,  56:35; 
Lindsay Rowe, 56:35, Gery 
Benedetti, 59:03; Michael 
Abramson, 59:03; Maureen 
Abramson, 59:03; Sharon 
Hanson, 59:03; Pat Fuldecky, 
59:09;  Linda Maznick, 
59:09; Sarah Campbell, 
59:09; Jane Campbell, 59:09; 
Leslie Homzie, 59:09; and 
Catriona Standfield, 59:09.

The results for the 5-Mile 
Classic are as follows: 
Nathaniel Henshaw, 28:19; 
Matt Twarog, 29:37; Brian 
Keleher,  30:37; Robbie 
Rostami,  32:07;  Simon 
Whi te ,  32 :36 ;  Andrew 
Wiewel ,  32 :45 ;  Logan 
Holloway, 33:01; Michael 
Siok, 34:48; Brian Farmer, 
36:30; David Latino, 37:37; 
Mike Berrin, 39:40; Patrick 
Bresset te ,  39:41;  Evan 
White, 39:49; Rick Wood, 
40:33;  Nicole  Keleher, 
40:52; David Maher, 40:56; 
Audrey Snay, 41:39; Tim 
Hawley, 42:03; Toni Brown, 
43:42; Michael Groner, 
47:33; Mike Cavanaugh, 
49:15; Michelle Sheperd, 
50:43; Jennie Dimauro, 
57:39; Kevin Loggie, 53:14; 
Paula Ouimette,  57:04; 
Rebecca Edwards, 57:33; 
and Stuart Beckley, 1:03:09.

For more information 
about the East Quabbin Land 
Trust, visit www.eqlt.com or 
follow on social media.

Station Loop RambleStation Loop Ramble
RAMBLE from page 1

Nicole Keleher was the 
first female finisher at the 
East Quabbin Land Trust’s 
Station Loop Ramble 5-Mile 
Classic with a time of 40:52. 
This year’s Classic was on a 
new, slightly shorter, course 
due to bridge construction 
on Creamery Road.

Brian Farmer finished the 
5-Mile Classic in 9th place 
overall, with a time of 
36:30.

Tim Hawley took first in 
the 70+ age category for 
the 5-Mile Classic, with a 
time of 42:03.

Runners who participated in the quarter mile Kid’s Run for children aged 6-12 got ready to race.

The first and second place 200-foot Kid’s Run finishers 
made their way down the trail.

Thaddeus, age 5, and Emilia, who is almost 2 years old, 
blew bubbles after participating in the Kid’s Run.

Emilia ran alongside her mother during the 200-foot Kid’s 
Run.

Hazel Larson and Walker Larson were the top two youth 
finishers for the 5K Run/Walk. Hazel earned fourth place 
overall with a time of 27:03 and Walker was first overall 
with a time of 23:10.

Michelle Shepherd was the 
first female finisher in the 
50-59 age category in the 
5-Mile Classic.

Gene Rich finished the 5K 
Run/Walk with a time of 
29:36. Rich took first male 
finisher in the 40-49 age 
category.

Mike Cavanaugh finished 
the 5-Mile Classic with a 
time of 49:15.

David Maher finished the 
5-Mile Classic with a time 
of 40:56. Maher was the 
first male finisher in the 
60-69 age category.

Leslie Homzie and George Campbell were the 
top finishers in the 50-59 age category of the 5K 
Run/Walk.

Carolyn Bressette and Rick Dorsch were the top 
finishers in the 60-69 age category of the 5K 
Run/Walk.

Katie Benedetti and Brian Savilonis were the 
top finishers in the 70+ age category of the 5K 
Run/Walk.

This young participant proud-
ly wore his East Quabbin 
Land Trust shirt during the 
200-foot Kid’s Run for chil-
dren aged 5 and under.
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Oct. 

12-21,  the Ware Police 
Department responded to 
21 miscellaneous calls, 24 
administrative calls, 10 traf-
fic violations, 15 emergency 
911 calls, eight motor vehicle 
accidents, seven harassments, 
two trespasses, one theft/lar-
ceny, one breaking and enter-
ing, five safety hazards, two 
frauds, two fires, five dam-
age/vandalisms, six animal 
calls and 49 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, Oct. 12
10:18 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

4:23 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Warren Road, 
Advised

5:22 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Bank Street, Services 
Rendered

5:23 p.m. Breaking and 
Entering, Fourth Avenue, 
Report Made

Monday, Oct. 13
2:01 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call ,  South Street , 
Investigated

9:10 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Babcock  Tavern  Road , 
Services Rendered

1 1 : 4 8  a . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, North Street, 
Patient Refusal

3:32 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Advised

4:42 p.m. Trespass, East 
Main Street, Advised

5:24 p.m. Outside Fire, 
Palmer Road, Investigated

10:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Arrest 
Made

Tuesday, Oct. 14
2:27 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

4:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

5:04 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:56 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

7:01 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

7:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Main Street, 
Citation/Warning Issued

11:37 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Belchertown Road, Services 
Rendered

12:21 p.m.  Trespass , 
Church Street, Investigated

12:56 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

1:56 p.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, West Street, 
Report Made

Wednesday, Oct. 15
9 : 1 8  a . m .  D a m a g e /

Vandalism, Fisherdick Road, 
Advised

4:25 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
Palmer Road, Investigated

8:05 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Street, Arrest 
Made

Thursday, Oct. 16
6:13 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Palmer Road, Dispatch 
Handled

12:01 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
West Warren Road, Services 
Rendered

12:11 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Cal l ,  West  S t ree t , 
Services Rendered

4 : 4 5  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Hillside Village, 
Could Not Locate

4:46 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, West Main Street, 
Arrest Made

Friday, Oct. 17
8:05 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, North Street, 
Advised

8 : 3 2  a . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Services Rendered

2 : 2 1  p . m .  F r a u d /
Deception, North Street, 
Advised

3:29 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Palmer Road, Report 
Made

4:56 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Meadow Heights 
Road, Services Rendered

5 : 3 8  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, North Street, 
Services Rendered

9:32 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, High Street, Dispatch 
Handled

Saturday, Oct. 18
8:46 a.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Pleasant Street, 
Services Rendered

1 : 2 5  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

4:23 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Pa lmer  Road,  Serv ices 
Rendered

7:09 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, Morse Avenue, Arrest 

Made
8:43 p.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, Pine Street, Arrest Made
10:38 p.m. Structure Fire, 

Monson Turnpike Road, 
Extinguished

Sunday, Oct. 19
5:30 p.m. Harassment/

Stalk/Threat, Coffey Hill 
Road, Services Rendered

10:39 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

Monday, Oct. 20
8:55 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

1 2 : 0 1  p . m .  Tr a f f i c 
Incident/Crash, Main Street, 
Verbal Warning Issued

2  p . m .  D a m a g e /
Vandalism, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

7:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Otis Avenue, Arrest 
Made

Tuesday, Oct. 21
1:26 a.m. Abandoned 911 

Call, West Street, Investigated
3:06 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Belchertown Road, Services 
Rendered

4:44 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pulaski Street, 
Advised

5:12 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Pulaski Street, 
Advised

Hardwick Police LogE d i t o r ’ s  N o t e : 
People in this coun-
try are presumed to be 
innocent until found 
guilty in a court of 
law. Police provide us 
with the information 
you read on this page 
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any 
suspect listed here is 
found not guilty or has 
charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly 
print that information 
as a follow-up upon 
being presented with 
documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.
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First ever car 
show pays 
tribute to U.S. 
horsepower

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Car enthu-
s i a s t s  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r 
nation’s independence and 
American-made horsepow-
er at the first ever Great 
American Muscle Car Show 
held at Palmer Motorsports 
Park this past Saturday.

Hundreds of American 
muscle cars were on dis-
play at the track, ranging 
from hot rods and gassers, to 
popular “pony cars” such as 
Mustangs and Challengers.

This event was spon-
sored by Sarat Ford Lincoln 
and Palmer Motorsports 
P a r k ,  a l o n g  w i t h 
EMPERFORMANCE. The 
Valley’s Classic Hits 97.7 
gave a live broadcast from 
the car show and played 
tunes for all to enjoy. 

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Bob Desroches of Spencer is shown with his 1949 Chevy vintage gasser racecar.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Selectboard Vice-
Chair Josh Kusnierz said he was 
contacted about concerns regard-
ing access to the Mass Central 
Rail Trail in the area of Oakridge 
Circle.

At the Selectboard’s July 1 
meeting, Kusnierz said a resident 
shared his concerns and video 
footage of ATVs, dirt bikes, golf 
carts and unleashed animals enter-
ing private property. He expressed 
his own concerns about someone 
being hurt by the use of motorized 
vehicles on the trail. 

He said these motorized vehi-
cles do not belong on the trail, and 
he said the placement of gates near 
Oakridge Circle would help to pre-
vent this type of unauthorized use 

Residents 
discuss 
concerns 
about rail 
trail usage

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Several res-
idents attended the July 
1  meet ing  to  ask  the 
Selectboard to reconsider its 
vote in support of keeping 
the care of the Lewis Gilbert 
Trust under current trust-
ee, Bank of America, with 
Baystate Health as its bene-
ficiary.

Friends of Mary Lane 
Hospital members Cindy 
Allen Bourcier and Cathy 
Cascio, along with sev-
eral other residents, spoke 
in support of naming the 
Community Foundation of 

Western Massachusetts as 
the new trustee.

Bourcier said Bank of 
America made a decision 
on April 6 to turn the funds 
over to the Community 
Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts.

H o s p i t a l  R e v i e w 
Committee Chair Howard 
Trietsch said for the last 
four years, the committee 
has worked to bring health-
care back to town. He said 
the recent proposal by 
Baystate Health to open a 
site in town needs the trust 
fund money in order to 
move forward.

“This is an opportunity 
to bring healthcare back to 

Ware,” he said. “We have a 
real plan. It has a timeline, it 
has funding, it is Convenient 
Care…which by their defi-
nition has some urgent care 
components to it.”

Open meeting 
law complaint

S e l e c t b o a r d  C h a i r 
Nancy Talbot read the 
Selectboard’s response to 
Bourcier’s open meeting law 
complaint filed against the 
board’s executive session 
vote regarding the Lewis 
Gilbert Trust.

The Selectboard mem-
bers voted to release the dis- Submitted PhotoAt the July 1, the Selectboard appointed Somer Bren to serve as a full-time police officer on the Police Department. Bren is shown with Police Chief Shawn Crevier.

MUSCLE
GreatGreat

Car Show

Selectboard, residents discuss the use of trust funds

Questions 
needed for 
‘Meet the 
Candidates’ 
forum

W A R E  –  W a r e 
Community Television and 
the Ware River News will 
be hosting a “Meet the 
Candidates” forum prior to 
the Aug. 12 special election, 
and we need questions from 
the community.

Select questions will 
be asked to the candidates 
running for the Selectboard 
during the July 26 forum. 

Please send your ques-
tions by email to pouim-
ette@turley.com or mail 
to Ware River News, 80 
Main St., Ware MA 01082. 
Written questions can also 
be dropped off at our office, 
80 Main St.

HARDWICK – A very 
special program was held 
on June 28 at at the Town 
House in Hardwick.  

A program,  Nat ive 
American Artifacts and 
Birds of Prey, by Julie 
Collier of Wingmasters 
was sponsored by the 
Paige Memorial Library 
with funding from the 
Hardwick-New Braintree 
Cultural Council. 

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s 
revered birds of prey for 
their majestic appear-
ance as well as for 
their hunting prowess. 
To invoke the spirit 
of these powerful 
predators, Native 
peoples followed the 
ancient tradition of 
wearing or carrying 
bird of prey feathers. 
They also admired 
the subtle beauty of 
raptor feathers, from 
the black-and-white 
tail feathers of juvenile 
golden eagles to the wing 
feathers of hawks and fal-
cons, patterned with arrow-

head-shaped markings. 
The strong connection 

between raptors and Native 
Americans suggested this 
program which combines 
five live birds of prey with 
artifacts and both explains 
and shows how different 

Wingmasters visit Hardwick for Summer Reading

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Conservation Commission 
met on July 1 for a public 
hearing for a lot off Crouch 
Road. 

Presenting the project on 
Lot 3B of Crouch Road was 
Professional Land Surveyor 
for Land Planning Inc., Bryan 
Hill. The project consists of 
moving into the lot and there 
is a stream on site that needs 
to be crossed for access. Hill 
said the purpose of wanting 
to cross that stream is to pro-
vide the house on site with 
septic. 

The land surveyor’s goal 
is to still protect the wetlands 
and reduce disturbance areas. 
The project also features the 
installation of a safe driveway 
on the lot. 

The commission pulled a 
map of the lot on their screen 
and shared their main con-
cerns. Conservation Chair 
Joyce Eichacker circled some 
of the impacted areas on the 
map and wanted to have a 
description of what the house 
would look like. 

The house is going to 
have a walkway to access the 
porch and a walkway to the 
walk-in basement. There is 
also a plan to install an infil-
tration system for the roof 
runoff and a groundwater 
recharge. 

T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commission had documen-
tation to share with the Hill 
that is required information. 
One of the sheets is a repli-
cation checklist, a document 
researchers are encouraged 
to follow and document when 

ConCom 
held public 
hearing

Submitted photosJulie Collier of Wingmasters has a peregrine falcon on her arm.

Julie Collier is shown 
here with a barred owl.

Please see CAR SHOW, 
page 6

Please see TRAIL, page 3

Please see FUNDS, page 5

Please see HEARING, 
page 5

Please see 
WINGMASTERS, page 12

Dan Flynn
 413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –

WWW.TURLEY.COM

TOTAL
MARKET COVERAGE
WEEKS

THERE’S NO BETTER 
TIME TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR SERVICES 
THAN DURING

Call 
today!

During the week of 
Oct. 13-20, the Hardwick/
New Braintree  Pol ice 
Department responded 
to 85 building/property 
checks, 58 directed/area 
patrols, 14 radar assign-
ments, six traffic controls, 
13 emergency 911 calls, 
three citizen assists, one 
assist other agency, one 
complaint, one harassment, 
one missing person, four 
investigations, one motor 
vehicle investigation, four 
safety hazards, one motor 
vehicle accident, one fire/
illegal burn, one animal 
call and 12 motor vehi-
cle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Oct. 13
8:40 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Greenwich Road, Services 
Rendered

12:19 p.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard,  Lower  Road, 
Referred to Other Agency

1:12 p.m. 911 Safety 
Hazard ,  High  S t ree t , 
Removed Hazard

3:50 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency,  Main Street , 
Officer Handled

6:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Prouty Road, Citation 
Issued

Tuesday, Oct. 14
6:58 a.m. 911 Safety 

Hazard, Mellon Road, 
Officer Handled

1:14 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Ma in  S t r ee t ,  Off i ce r 
Handled

2:22 p.m. Harassment, 
Church Lane,  Officer 
Handled

4:50 p.m. 911 Missing 
Person, Hardwick Road, 
Officer Handled

Wednesday, Oct. 15
11:49 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Church Street, 
Transported to Hospital

2:29 p.m. Investigation, 
Barre  Road,  Services 
Rendered

8:15 p.m. Investigation, 
Hardwick Road, Negative 
Contact

Thursday, Oct. 16
2 :07  a .m.  Medica l 

Emergency, Off Prospect 
Street ,  Transported to 
Hospital

1 0 : 1 1  a . m .  A s s i s t 
Citizen, School House 
Drive, Officer Handled

1 2 : 4 0  p . m .  A s s i s t 
Citizen, Bridge Street, 
Services Rendered

4:04 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency,  Shunpike 
Road, Patient Refusal

8:56 p.m. Investigation, 
Hardwick Road, Spoken To

Friday, Oct. 17
9:18 a.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Crash, Church 
Street, Report Taken

12:36 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

2:22 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, River Run, 
Transported to Hospital

11:59 p.m. Disturbance, 
B a r r e  R o a d ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

Saturday, Oct. 18
6:17 p.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Bridge Court, 
Transported to Hospital

8:27 p.m. Investigation, 
Bridge Court ,  Officer 
Handled

10:25 p.m. 911 Misdial, 
Lower Road, Services 
Rendered

1 1 : 5 4  p . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle  Invest igat ion, 
Church Street, Officer 
Handled

Sunday, Oct. 19
10 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Written 
Warning

12:12 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Old Greenwich 
Plains Road, Transported to 
Hospital

8:41 p.m. 911 Hang-up, 
North Road, Spoken To

NORTHAMPTON – 
People in 15 area commu-
nities will have an oppor-
tunity to safely dispose of 
unneeded drugs during the 
28th National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day set 
for Saturday, Oct. 25.

T h e  N o r t h w e s t e r n 
District Attorney’s Office, 
local police departments, 
the Hampshire Sheriff ’s 
Office  and the  coun-
ty-based TRIAD initiative 
are again teaming up to 
organize and host the event.

“As a community, we 
have a responsibility to 
protect our families from 
the dangers of unused med-
ications. Participating in 
National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day is a simple 
but powerful step to pre-
vent misuse and accidental 
harm,” said Northwestern 
District Attorney David E. 
Sullivan. “By safely dis-
posing of these drugs, we 
are safeguarding our envi-
ronment and saving lives.”

Ten Hampshire County 
communit ies  and five 
in Franklin County are 
gearing up for National 
Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day in conjunction 
with the Drug Enforcement 
Agency, a twice-yearly 
event that aims to encour-
age residents to drop off 
prescription or over-the-

counter drugs for humans 
or pets in a collective effort 
to save lives by preventing 
misuse or accidental inges-
tion. Proper disposal of 
unneeded prescription and 
non-prescription drugs also 
keeps them out of water 
sources and landfills, pre-
venting harm to wild ani-
mals and the environment.

Collections are sched-
uled from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at police departments or 
public safety complexes in 
Deerfield, Easthampton, 
Erving, Hadley, Leverett, 
M o n t a g u e ,  P e l h a m , 
S o u t h a m p t o n ,  S o u t h 
Hadley, Sunderland and 
Williamsburg. Other drop-
off sites are at Wildwood 
Elementary School on 
Strong Avenue in Amherst; 
the Town Common in 
B e l c h e r t o w n ;  S m i t h 
Vocational and Agricultural 
High School on Locust 
Street in Northampton; 
the Fire Station at 51 
H u n t i n g t o n  R o a d  i n 
Worthington.

M o r e  t h a n  7 8 , 7 0 0 
pounds of drugs have been 
safely disposed of since 
2011 during Take Back 
Days offered twice annu-
ally and through perma-
nent drug collection boxes 
stationed at area police 
departments.

National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day this Saturday
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

Death notices
Kokoski Jr., Frank W.
Died Oct. 16, 2025
Services Oct. 28, 2025

Pratt, Kenneth W.
Died Oct. 18, 2025
Services Oct. 30, 2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Remark
  5. Upper body part
  8. Expression of 

dismissiveness
 12. Alternate name
 14. Popular beverage
 15. Swiss river
 16. Step-shaped 

recess
 18. Rocker Stewart
 19. Bright shade of 

color
 20. Popular “street”
 21. Wrath
 22. Heat units
 23. Nocturnal 

omnivorous 
mammals

 26. Fall back into
 30. Remove from the 

record
 31. Sound a splash 

made

 32. Popular Dodge 
pickup model

 33. Jamaican river
 34. Notable event in 

Texas history
 39. Cool!
 42. Subset of Judaism
 44. Newly entered 

cadet
 46. Duct in urinary 

system
 47. Exterminator
 49. Snatch quickly
 50. Have already done
 51. Less healthy
 56. Therefore
 57. What couples say 

on the altar
 58. Mysteriously
 59. Look angry or 

sullen
 60. Bird’s beak
 61. Taco ingredient
 62. Square measures

 63. Google certification 
(abbr.)

 64. Singer Hansard

CLUES DOWN
   1. Pubs
  2. Wings
  3. Popular BBQ dish
  4. Small sponge cake
  5. Open-roofed entrance 

halls
  6. Organize anew
  7. Type of wine
  8. Forums
  9. North Atlantic islands 

(alt. sp.)
 10. Pond dwellers
 11. Large integers
 13. Signaled 
 17. Brief
 24. Type of student
 25. Tibetan monasteries
 26. Revolutions per 

minute

 27. NY Giants great 
Manning

 28. Local area network
 29. Residue from burning
 35. Illuminated
 36. Vasopressin
 37. Notable space station
 38. Wood sorrel
 40. Adhering to laws
 41. Chose
 42. Hovel
 43. Stood up
 44. European city
 45. Works ceaselessly
 47. Mistake
 48. Sun-dried brick
 49. Sicilian city
 52. A steep rugged rock 

or cliff
 53. Murder
 54. Other
 55. “Deadpool” actor 

Reynolds

In Loving Memory of

Joseph A. Supczak
October 16, 1914 – June 3, 2010

Fifteen years have passed since you left us.
Gone but never forgotten. We miss you!!

Joseph & Doris Supczak’s children

WA R E  –  F r a n k  W. 
Ko k o s k i ,  J r.  d i e d  o n 
Thursday morning, Oct. 16, 
2025, at the Elaine 
Center in Hadley.

He leaves his 
wife of 55 years, 
Elaine (Homans) 
Kokoski; his sons, 
Frank W. Kokoski 
III, and his wife 
Jennifer of Palmer, 
William Kokoski 
and his wife Angela 
of Monson, and 
Tim Kokoski; his daughter, 
Lisa Kokoski of Palmer; 
his sister, Linda Shunaman 
and her husband Raymond 
of Brimfield; and his broth-
er, Daniel Kokoski and his 
husband Peter of Springfield. 
He was predeceased by his 
brothers Mark Kokoski and 
Michael Kokoski. He also 
leaves his grandchildren 
Jeffrey, Katlyn, Bridgette, 
Jacob, Samual, Thomas, 
Spencer, and Benjamin, his 
nieces Karen and Dee, as 
well as many other nieces 
and nephews. 

He was born in Ware, son 
of the late Frank W. Kokoski 
and Evelyn (Ely) Kokoski 
and was a life-long resident 
of the town.

Frank was very proud of 
his military service enlisting 
in the United States Navy 
when he was 19 and later in 
the Army National Guard. 
He was a long-time member 
of the AMVETS in Three 
Rivers.

Frank worked in the local 
factories in Ware, including 
the former Dorman Mills. 

He also worked as 
a farmer at Vale’s 
D a i r y  Fa r m  i n 
Warren and was 
the custodian of the 
Ware Armory for 
over 20 years. 

He shared his 
family’s love of 
farming and later 
s tar ted his  own 
small farm with his 

daughter Lisa.
Frank loved his large 

family, and will always be 
remembered as a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
and friend. He was an avid 
Red Sox and Patriots fan. 
He could always be found 
driving around town with his 
golden retriever Toby. 

He leaves behind cher-
ished memories for family 
and friends.

Calling hours for Frank 
will be held on Monday eve-
ning, Oct. 27, 2025, from 
5-7 p.m. at the Charbonneau 
Funeral Home, 30 Pleasant 
St., in Ware. A Funeral 
Service will be held the fol-
lowing morning on Tuesday, 
Oct. 28, at 10:30 a.m. in the 
funeral home. Burial will be 
in Quabbin Park Cemetery 
following the service.

An online tribute page is 
available at charbonneaufh.
com.

WARE – Born on Oct. 
21, 1949, in Long Branch, 
New Jersey, Kenneth was 
the loving hus-
band of Laurette 
(Zebrowski) Pratt, 
cherished son of 
the late William 
and Eleanor Pratt, 
and beloved broth-
er of Nancy (Pratt) 
Hellwig.

Ken grew up 
in West Warren, 
a n d  g r a d u a t e d 
from Warren High School 
in 1967. He enlisted in the 
United States Navy where 
he became a storekeeper. 
He served in Vietnam and 
was proud to display the 
fact he was a member of the 
“Vietnam Mekong DELTA” 
in the “Brown Water Navy” 
from 1968-1969 on the back 
of his truck. 

He was stationed on a 
barge on the Bassac River 
a few miles south of the 
Cambodian Border where he 
supplied PT boats and heli-
copters with what they need-
ed to survive the dangerous 
waters and fields. He later 
served at the submarine base 
in Groton, Connecticut. 

He married his wife, 
Laurette (Laurie) on Dec. 
20, 1969, when he returned 
from Vietnam, and soon 
after began his own family 
residing in Ware for the rest 
of his years.

Ken worked in sporting 
goods for years, traveling 

to and from the orient every 
other month to inspect facto-
ry production for Brookfield 

Athletic, Franklin 
S p o r t s ,  S e n e c a 
Sports, and Sales 
L o g i s t i c s  I n c . , 
his own business 
for ten years until 
retirement.

He had always 
promised his wife 
a waterfront prop-
erty, so he built her 
a beautiful pond 

on their property that he 
enjoyed working on and sit-
ting by as often as possible. 
He loved gardening around 
the pond and on his property, 
raising many of the beautiful 
flowers in his greenhouse. 

He also loved interact-
ing with the wildlife around 
the pond and his porches, 
ensuring they were well-
fed year-round, especially 
during the harsher winter 
months. Caring for and lov-
ing numerous animals, espe-
cially his pets over the years, 
was an important part of his 
daily life, as well.

Although he lived most of 
his life in Ware, he had great 
pride for his original home-
town of West Warren and 
worked hard to get his old 
Warren High School history 
recognized into the Quaboag 
Regional High School tro-
phy memorabilia displays 
the past couple of years.

He leaves behind his wife 
of 55 years, son Michael 

and  h is  wi fe  Jenni fe r 
(Sturbridge), and daughter 
Michelle and her husband 
Eric (Norton). He had four 
grandchildren he loved deep-
ly, Alexander, MacKenzie, 
Emma, and Evan. He also 
leaves behind his wonderful 
sister Nancy and her hus-
band Mark, along with niec-
es and nephews, William, 
Zoe, Rose, Riche, and Luigi.

He loved all sports, hunt-
ing, fishing, along with his 
Corvette and BMW, but 
most of all he loved his fam-
ily and friends.

Calling Hours for Ken 
will be held Thursday, Oct. 
30, from 9-10:30 a.m., in 
Charbonneau Funeral Home, 
30 Pleasant St., Ware, MA 
01082. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held the same 
day at 11 a.m., in All Saints 
Church, 17 North St., Ware, 
MA 01082. Burial with 
Military Honors will take 
place following the Mass, at 
Mount Carmel Cemetery in 
Ware. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly asks that any 
donations be made in his 
memory to either All Saints 
Church, 60 South St., Ware, 
MA 01082,  or  Second 
Chance Animal Services, 
111 Young Road,  East 
Brookfield, MA 01515.

An online tribute page is 
available at www.charbon-
neaufh.com.

Kenneth W. PrattFrank W. Kokoski, Jr. 

Many birds are killed by cats. 
It is safer for people’s pet 
cats to kept indoors as they 
also succumb to predation. If 
a cat is an outdoor cat, peo-
ple may put a bell collar on 
their cat with a quick release 
mechanism if their pet’s col-
lar should get hung up on 
something.

Dark-eyed Juncos
An Oakham res ident 

reported seeing a dark-eyed 
junco in his yard last week. 
I saw a small flock of jun-
cos along the road where I 
live on Oct. 13. Their white 
tall feathers identified them 
as they flew up from the side 

of the road. It was my first 
sighting this fall.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

GARDEN from page  4

received approval from the 
town’s Conservation Agent 
and they are working to get 
additional permits for two 
of the stations, due to their 
proximity to the water. He 
said at this time, he has 
excluded those stations so the 
rest of the project can move 
forward.

“If and when I get those 
permits in; I will add the sta-
tions back in and do the orig-
inal project,” he said.

Bonilla has also been 
communicating with the 
Building Department regard-
ing the project. 

Once Bonilla receives 
approval from the Scouting 
America council, he will be 
able to start the construction 
of this project. 

Memorial Field conditions
Piechota said everything 

is going to plan in terms of 
Memorial Field’s condition 
after being reseeded.

“It’s coming in great,” he 
said.

Piechota will have a more 
detailed update about the 
field conditions at the Park 
Commission’s November 
meeting.

Guidelines for field use
Swarts said with the 

ongoing improvements to 
Memorial Field, the commis-
sioners should consider cre-
ating guidelines for field use.

“To help preserve it and 
keep it in good shape,” she 
said. 

Swarts read a list of sug-
gested guidelines, which 
included reducing or elimi-
nating the number of prac-

tices on the field by the high 
school team; no night games 
until the nighttime tempera-
ture is above 45 degrees; and 
reducing the number of dou-
bleheader games.

She also suggested the 
high school pay the utility 
cost for lights used during 
nighttime games, in addition 
to helping maintain and pre-
pare the field for use before 
games.

Piechota said there needs 
to be cooperation between 
the high school athletics 
department and the town, as 
well as communication about 
game schedules. 

The commissioners will 
draft the guidelines for field 
use at Memorial Field and 
then meet with representa-
tives from the school to dis-

cuss it.
“It’s going to be awhile 

before anybody gets back on 
that field,” Imbier said.

Grenville Park bathrooms
Piechota said the engineer 

is laying out the design of 
the septic system for the new 
bathrooms in Grenville Park, 
which will be located close 
to its original location. The 
design should be completed 
in about a week.

Beauregard playground 
P i e c h o t a  s a i d  h e 

spoke with the Highway 
Department and they are on 
track to being able to demol-
ish and remove the broken 
playground equipment at the 
playground.

PROJECT from page  5

BARRE – The Barre 
Hardwick Senior Center will 
be hosting an education-
al presentation on Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, at 11 a.m. at the 
senior center located at 557 
South Barre Road for current 
beneficiaries and for those 
who will soon be eligible for 
Medicare. 

The information is specific 
to Massachusetts. The session 
will run from 1 to 1.5 hours, 
including time for questions. 

The presentation will be 
conducted by Ed Spater, 
a licensed Insurance agent, 

who will explain the basics 
of Medicare including: why 
it’s important to evaluate 
your current Medicare cov-
erage each year; the pros 
and cons of each of your 
Medicare coverage options; 
what to consider when decid-
ing which Medicare coverage 
option is right for you; and 
ways to save money and get 
better Medicare coverage in 
2024.

For accommodations of 
persons with special needs at 
meetings call 774-271-5199 
or 711 for TTY callers.

Medicare 101 Educational 
Event offered at Senior Center

WARE – The United 
Church of Ware will hold 
a take-out turkey dinner 
on Monday, Oct. 27 from 
5-6 p.m. or until food runs 
out. 

Drive up to the Church 
Street side of the church 
and a runner will take 
your food order and bring 
it to your car. The cost is 
$15 per meal paid by cash 
or check.

The meal includes tur-
key and all the fixings, 
potatoes, stuffing, veggies, 

roll, coffee, tea and des-
sert. No reservations nec-
essary.

United Church to hold
take-out turkey dinner
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & 

volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED CORD HARD WOOD.  
Cut and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 
cord plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-
426-4123

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  

RB ENTERPRISES 
Ludlow, MA  • 413 583-8393

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

APARTMENT: WEST SPRINGFIELD, 
$1775. Private, quiet, dead-end street, 
kitchen, living area, 2 bedrm., 1 bath, 
sunroom or extra living space. Stackable 
washer/dryer, patio. NO PETS! Storage! 2 
entrance ways! Driveway parking! All utili-
ties included. 413-231-7757.

VACATION 
RENTALS

OTIS RESERVOIR. COTTAGE for rent 
on the water. 2 bedroom, available April 
1-Jan. 1. Weekly rental $2500. Call 413-
214-2680.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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$31.00
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$33.00
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$35.50
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle 
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct 
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” 
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.
2007 Ford E150 Van 

w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools • Carpenter Tools 
• Mechanic Tools • Plumbers Tools.

413-658-8535

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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public notices
TOWN OF WARREN

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with Massachu-
setts General Laws Chapter 166 
Section 22, a public hearing will 
take place for consent to install 1 
JO Poles on Bemis Rd beginning 
at a point approximately 900 
feet northwest of the centerline 
of the intersection of Bemis Rd 
and Heritage Dr. Install new util-
ity Pole 27-50 Bemis Rd. Install 
EMR at P27-50 Bemis Rd. This 
hearing will be on Thursday, 
November 6th, 2025, War-
ren Senior Center, 2252 Main 
Street, West Warren, MA, at 
6:00PM.

Richard Eichacker, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 

10/23, 10/30/2025

TOWN OF WARREN
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with Massa-

chusetts General Laws Chapter 
166 Section 22, a public hearing 
will take place for consent to 
install 1 JO Poles on Brookfield 
Rd beginning at a point approx-
imately 575 feet south of the 
centerline of the intersection of 
Southbridge Rd Ext. Install PL # 
13-84 approximately 575’ south 
of the centerline of Southbridge 
Rd Ext. This hearing will be 
on Thursday, November 6th, 
2025, Warren Senior Center, 
2252 Main Street, West War-
ren, MA, at 6:00PM.

Richard Eichacker, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 

10/23, 10/30/2025

Town of Ware 
Bid Notice

The Town of Ware seeks 
bids for Restroom and Field 
House Improvements at Memo-
rial Field. The project involves 
renovation of restrooms, space 
re-configuration and accessibil-
ity improvements. Construction 
shall be completed by May 15, 
2026.

Bid plans and specifications 
may be received from the Ware 
Town Manager at sbeckley@
townofware.com or by calling 
413-967-9648 x100. Sealed bids 
shall be marked “Memorial 
Field House Improvements” 
and submitted to: Town Manag-
er, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA 01082 no later than 
Wednesday, November 19, 
2025 at 1:00 p.m. where they 
will be publically opened and 
read. A non-mandatory site visit 
will be held at 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, November 6 at the Memori-
al Field Field House, 31 Monroe 
Street.
10/23/2025

(SEAL) 
THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 

Docket Number: 
25 SM 003122 

ORDER OF NOTICE
To: Paul Muise, Sr. 
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

PennyMac Loan Services, 
LLC 

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Ware, numbered 79 Pleasant 
Street given by Paul Muise, Sr. to 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Mortgage Research Center, 
LLC dba Veterans United Home 
Loans, dated April 15, 2016, 
and registered at the Hampshire 
County Registry District of the 
Land Court as document number 
19333, and noted on certificate 
of title number 2395, as modified 
by a certain modification agree-

ment registered on November 
8, 2021, and registered with the 
Hampshire County Registry Dis-
trict of the Land Court as Doc-
ument No. 21243 as noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 2395, and 
now held by the Plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
December 1, 2025, or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
October 14, 2025. 

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
28437 

10/23/2025

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given by 
Vikki E. Patrakis to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. (“MERS”), as Mortgagee, 
as Nominee for CrossCountry 
Mortgage, LLC, its successors 
and assigns dated June 26, 2020, 
recorded at the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
13678, Page 33; said mortgage 
was then assigned to CrossCoun-
try Mortgage, LLC by virtue of an 
assignment dated April 23, 2025, 
and recorded in Book 15403, 
Page 99; of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder 
for breach of conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold 
at PUBLIC AUCTION at 11:00 
AM on November 13, 2025, on 
the mortgaged premises. This 
property has the address of 11-13 
Webb Court, Ware, MA 01082. 
The entire mortgaged premises, 
all and singular, the premises as 
described in said mortgage:

The following described land, 
situate, lying and being in Coun-
ty of Hampshire, State of Massa-
chusetts:

A certain tract or parcel of 
land situated in said Ware on the 
Westerly side of a way leading 
Southerly from Water Street and 
known as Webb Court, bounded 
and described as follows:

Commencing on the Wester-
ly side way at the Southeasterly 
corner of land formerly of Mary 
Barrett, deceased;

Thence southerly on the west-
erly side of said way about sev-
enty-eight and one-half (78.5) 
feet to a point at the Northeaster-
ly corner of land of John T. Con-
nell and Johanne Connell;

Thence westerly on land of 
said Connell about seventy-five 
(75) feet to a corner;

Thence northerly of land said 
Connell and land of Packard & 
Lawton about seventy-five (75) 
feet to land formerly of said Bar-
rett;

Thence easterly on land for-
merly of said Barrett about six-
ty-nine (69) feet to the place of 
beginning.

Containing more or less with 
the buildings thereon, togeth-
er with a right of way over said 
Webb Court to water Street, same 
to be used in common with oth-
ers having rights therein. 

More commonly known as: 
11-13 Webb Court, Ware, MA 
01082 

Tax ID: 56-0-66 
Subject to and with the bene-

fit of easements, reservation, re-
strictions, and taking of record, 
if any, insofar as the same are 
now in force and applicable. In 
the event of any typographical 
error set forth herein in the le-
gal description of the premises, 
the description as set forth and 
contained in the mortgage shall 
control by reference. Together 
with all the improvements now or 
hereafter erected on the property 
and all easements, rights, appur-
tenances, rents, royalties, miner-
al, oil and gas rights and profits, 
water rights and stock and all 
fixtures now or hereafter a part 
of the property. All replacements 
and additions shall also be cov-
ered by this sale.

Terms of Sale:  Said premises 
will be sold subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and assessments, 
tax sales, tax titles and other mu-
nicipal liens and water or sewer 
liens and State or County trans-
fer fees, if any there are, and 
TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) in cashier’s or cer-
tified check will be required to 
be paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of the sale as a de-
posit and the balance in cashier’s 
or certified check will be due in 
thirty (30) days, at the offices 
of Doonan, Graves & Longoria, 
LLC (“DG&L”), time being of 
the essence.  Other terms, if any, 
to be announced at the sale.

Dated: September 17, 2025 
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

By its  Attorney
DOONAN, GRAVES & 

LONGORIA, LLC, 
100 Cummings Center, 

Suite 303C, 
Beverly, MA 01915 

(978) 921-2670 
www.dgandl.com 57988 

(PATRAKIS A/K/A VIKKI 
PATRAKIS) 

10/16, 10/23, 10/30/2025

Town of Ware 
Bid Notice

The Town of Ware seeks bids 
for Restroom Improvements 
at Ware Town Hall, 126 Main 
Street. The project involves re-
configuration of restroom space 
in order to create a second re-
stroom and allow for accessibil-
ity  improvements . 

Bid plans and specifications 
may be received from the Ware 
Town Manager at sbeckley@
townofware.com or by calling 
413-967-9648 x100. Sealed bids 
shall be marked “Town Hall 
Restroom Improvements” and 
submitted to: Town Manager, 
Town Hall, 126 Main Street, 
Ware, MA 01082 no later than 
Wednesday, November 19, 
2025 at 1:00 p.m. where they 
will be publically opened and 
read.  A non-mandatory site visit 
will be held at 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, November 4 at the Ware 
Town Hall. 
10/23/2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
ON THE APPLICATION OF 

TOMBSTONE TRADING 
COMPANY, INC. 

OF 126 W. MAIN STREET
WARE, MASSACHUSETTS, 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY
TO BE A PUBLIC 

WAREHOUSE WITHIN AND 
FOR THE

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY
WARE, MASSACHUSETTS, 

 FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONDUCTING A GENERAL 
WAREHOUSE BUSINESS AS 

PROVIDED IN 
CHAPTER 105 OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS

10/23, 10/30/2025

School Nutrition 
Team Member Openings 

in Hubbardston & 
Middle High School

Part time, multiple shifts available, Mon.-Fri.
Great schedule & benefits

$18-$20/hr

Apply via email inquiry
schoolmeals@qrsd.org 

Call 978-355-4668 x8512

Accepting paper applications at 
872 South St. Barre, MA 01005

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

B A R R E  –  L o c a l 
Death Literacy Specialist, 
Integrative Health and 
Wellness Coach, and End-
of-Life Doula, Laura Dusha 
Nelson, has donated cop-
ies of “The Death Doula’s 
Guide to Living Fully 
and Dying Prepared: An 
Essential Workbook to Help 
You Reflect Back, Plan 
Ahead, and Find Peace on 
Your Journey” by Francesca 
Lynn Arnoldy to sever-
al public libraries across 
Central Massachusetts.  

To date this includes 
Paige Memorial Library 
in Hardwick, Gilbertville 
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  i n 
Gilbertville and Woods 
Memorial Library in Barre.  

These donations pro-
vide community members 
with compassionate, practi-
cal resources for exploring 
end-of-life planning, legacy 
work, grief, and the impor-
tance of living with inten-
tion.

“Libraries are such vital 
spaces for discovery and 
conversation,” Nelson said. 
“Talking about death opens 
the way for meaningful con-
versations that help us pre-
pare, reflect, and embrace 
life with greater purpose—
an invitation to live more 
fully.”

Nelson believes that 
everyone should have a 
copy of this workbook to 
use as their own personal 
guide, journal, and compan-
ion. But by placing copies 
in local libraries, she hopes 
people will feel comfort-
able exploring the resource, 
sparking curiosity and eas-
ing the way into meaningful 
exploration and future con-
versations.

The six-week Living 
Fully and Dying Prepared 
workshop,  c rea ted  by 
Francesca Lynn Arnoldy, 
is designed to gently guide 
people into these con-

versations, step by step. 
Nelson expressed gratitude 
for Arnoldy’s thoughtful 
program, noting: “It has 
become one of the many 
things I am passionate 
about sharing with folks, 
and a favorite part of my 
work.”

This fall, Nelson will 
offer the Living Fully and 
Dying Prepared communi-
ty workshop locally as part 
of the Community Death 
Literacy Project, a nation-
al initiative supported by 
Francesca Lynn Arnoldy 
“ T h e  C o n t e m p l a t i v e 
Doula) and Compassion & 
Choices.”

Thanks to grant funding, 
the workshop (including the 
workbook) will be available 
at a reduced cost. For infor-
mation about Upcoming 
Information Sessions and 
Upcoming Workshops, 
please visit www.thejourn-
eybeforeus.com/events

The Community Death 
Literacy Project provides 
resources and grant sup-
port to trained educators 
across the country, helping 
to normalize conversations 
about end-of-life, grief, 
and legacy. The project is 
a partnership of Francesca 
Ly n n  A r n o l d y  ( T h e 
Contemplative Doula) and 
Compassion & Choices.

Laura Dusha Nelson is 
the founder of The Journey 
Before  Us,  LLC.  She 
serves the community as a 
Death Literacy Specialist, 
Integrative Health and 
Wel lnes s  Coach ,  and 
End-of-Life Doula. She 
helps individuals embrace 
whole-person wellness, 
navigate transitions and cre-
ate meaningful legacies.

People may email Laura 
Dusha Nelson  at thejour-
neybeforeus@gmail.com , 
call 802-734-0879  or visit 
www.thejourneybeforeus.
com.

Death literacy specialist 
donates books to libraries 

Grange 
hosts annual 
pumpkin 
carving event 
Oct. 27

WARE – Ware Grange’s 
Annual Pumpkin Carving 
will be held on Monday, 
Oct.  27, at  6 p.m. at 
the Grange Hall at 297 
Belchertown Road. 

At  the  fina l  Kids’ 
Corner for this year, fam-
ilies will enjoy the art of 
carving and decorating 
pumpkins. Kids will learn 
about the life cycle of 
pumpkins, composting, and 
giving back to the soil. 

The event will also 
have a family-friendly 
Halloween story. Bring 
your own pumpkin and join 
the fun. 

Visit Ware Grange on 
Facebook or at waregrange.
org for more information. 

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Senior Center 
will be offering a raffle of 
a Philips 65-inch flat screen 
TV, (4K UHD), with tickets 
available at the Thrift Store 
in the Ware Senior Center, 
1 Robbins Road, Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-
noon. 

Raffle tickets are $5 per 
ticket and the drawing will 
be held on Dec. 15.

The Friends are also sell-
ing their lotto calendars now 
until Oct. 31. Tickets are 
$10 per lotto calendar and 
people have a chance to win 
every day in November. 

Lotto calendars can be 

acquired at the Ware Senior 
Center, Nat Falk, Crystal 
Springs, Ware Library and 
the Ware branch of the 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank. Ticket stubs and pay-
ment need to be placed in 
the drop off box at the Ware 
Senior Center.

Wishing Well 
Charities 
to host Fall 
Fundraiser 
Nov. 1

WARE – Wishing Well 
Charities Inc. will hold its 
5th annual Fall Fundraiser 
on  Sa turday,  Nov.  1 
from 3-8 p.m. at Teresa’s 
Restaurant, 305 Palmer 
Road.

Nonrefundable tickets 
are $45 and includes a deli-
cious family style dinner 
and dancing fun with the 
live band JP & Friends. 
There will be a cash bar, 
cocktail hour, raffles and 
silent auction.

For tickets, call or text 
413-204-0009 or 413-330-
4013. For more informa-
tion about Wishing Well 
Charities Inc. please visit 
its Facebook page.

WA R R E N  –  T h e 
Haunted House at  the 
S h e p a r d  M u n i c i p a l 
Building returns for three 
nights of fright. 

The Haunted House is 
located at 48 High St. Dates 
for the Haunted House 
will  be Saturday, Oct. 

25, Monday, Oct. 27, and 
Tuesday Oct. 28 from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. 

This haunting event 
is put together by Warren 
Parks & Recreation. This is 
a free event where the pub-
lic can explore the haunts 
and spooks that linger 

in the Shepard Municipal 
Building gym. 

This event may not be 
suitable for young children. 

For more about Warren 
Parks & Recreation, visit 
w w w. w a r r e n - m a . g o v /
parks-recreation-commis-
sion.

Friends of Ware Senior Center announce fundraisers

Haunted House in Warren returns in October
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

E-BIKE SALE!!! 
MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION-
EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 12pm-7pm

BEAT THE TARIFF INCREASES!!

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - NORTH BROOKFIELD
Immaculate 2017 ranch on 6+ private 
acres, offering a charming farmers porch, 
open kitchen/living/dining floor plan, central 
air, and 1st floor laundry. Custom kitchen 
with granite counters, island, and upgraded 
cabinetry. Primary suite with private bath, plus 2 additional bedrooms and full bath 
on the main level. The beautifully finished walk-out lower level adds a 4th bedroom, 
family room, exercise space, full bath, and private entrance - ideal for in-law, ADU, or 
extended family. Enjoy a large rear deck, storage shed, and 1-car detached garage, 
and two driveways for plenty of parking. Gorgeous country setting with amazing 
privacy, yet just minutes to the MA Pike, Rts 20, 9 & 84. Available now for $620,000!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Our Donuts Are 
Famously Delicious!

Southbridge Road, Warren, MA
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow Signs

Open 10am-6pm

(413) 436-7122
www.breezelandsorchards.com

FREE 
1/2 Dozen

Cider Donuts
WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE

GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY TP

VISIT THE FARM FOR:
• Honey • Cheese
• Jams • Early Apples
• Maple Syrup

FARMSTAND IS NOW OPEN!!!

RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187

Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield
www.raggedhill.com

 Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd.

CORTLANDCORTLANDCORTLAND

CIDER DONUTS

HONEYCRISP & MACOUNHONEYCRISP & MACOUN
30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!30 VARIETIES OF APPLES!

Three Great 
2026 Norwegian Cruises

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ........ Water for Elephants at PPAC ....................$120
Dec. 20 ...... Cirque Holidaze ..........................................$120
May 8-15 ... Canyon Country .......................................$4099
May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699
Sept. 2-13 .. Alaska Land & Cruise ......................from $6299

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

BUYLINE CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette & Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday
Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $295,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off 
the kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back 
deck and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee of $675 per 
month which includes water, sewage, rubbish removal, 
and taxes. All exterior and interior doorways are 36” wide. 
Asking $225,000. See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $149,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE


