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Turley Staff Photo
Members of Trinity Episcopal Church of Ware, Ron Newton, Suzanne Chagnon, 
Chris Jeffery, Reid Jeffery Sr., Brandon Raiche, Jeff Raiche and Barbara Newton, 
staffed the food collection drop off to benefit the Jubilee Cupboard of Ware this 
past Saturday. The church collected 351 pounds of food at the drive and thanked all 
of the generous people who donated.

Trinity church held 
Thanksgiving food driveThanksgiving food drive

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Special 
Town Meeting was held 
on Nov. 20 at the Quaboag 
Regional  Middle  High 
School auditorium. 

There were a total of 28 
articles on the warrant and 
Moderator Dario Nardi over-
saw the meeting. 

Study of bank building
Article 12  asked voters to 

transfer $60,000 from Free 
Cash to pay for and con-
duct a study on the former 
Cornerstone Bank building 
located at 968 Main St. The 
purpose of the study is to 
potentially purchase and ren-
ovate the building to house 
the Police Department. 

The Police, for many 
years, have been housed at 
the Town Hall across the 
street from the bank build-
ing. The study does not 
cover any potential environ-
mental or hazmat mitigation 
analysis. 

Jim Fountain, the owner 
of the bank building, said he 
hired an engineer to review 
the building and see if it 
was feasible. The idea was 
brought up to the Board 
of Selectmen as Fountain 
wanted them to consider 
the bank building as a “Plan 
B” option in addition to the 
options that were identified 
by Tecton Architects during 
their feasibility study to 
build a public safety com-
plex. 

Town  Admin i s t r a to r 
James Ferrera said this study 
will do an in-depth analy-

Warren 
voters 
approved 
studies 
at STM

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The Selectboard 
met with Finance Committee 
members Richard Fly, SK 
Robinson and Mitchel l 
K u p p e r m a n ,  S c h o o l 
Committee Chair  Brian 
Wi n s l ow  a n d  i n t e r i m 
Superintendent of Schools 
Michael Wood for a prelimi-
nary budget discussion.

Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said it  is very 
early in the budget sea-
son, but looking at trends, 
the town has historical-
ly done “extremely well” 
with Chapter 70 due to the 
Student Act. 

At the Nov. 18 meeting, 

Beckley said most of the 
town’s budget is made up of 
personnel costs and benefits.

“Some increases and 
expenses that we know are 
coming are the costs of rais-
es for employees,” he said. 
“Most of the unions, both 
education and town, are 
2-3% negotiated increases, 
but there’s also increases in 
the negotiated benefits so I 
estimated at around 4%.” 

Beckley said this would 
be about a $643,000 in 
increases.

He said a big unknown 
is the cost of health insur-
ance for town employees. 
He said he estimated it at an 
18% increase, but it could be 

Joint meeting 
started budget talks

BALD EAGLE LANDED 
NEAR WARE RIVER

A bald eagle 
landed in a field 
alongside the 
Ware River on 
Upper Church 
Street in Ware 
this past Sunday 
after it had 
caught another 
bird for prey.

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Last week 
about 45 bidders, in addi-
tion to dozens of spectators, 
filled the gym of the Shepard 
Municipal Building for the 
opportunity to buy one of 14 
tax-title properties in town at 
a public auction.

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
James Ferrera said the pur-
pose of the public auction 
was to sell the properties, 
which are owned by the town 
through the tax-title foreclo-
sure process due to nonpay-
ment of taxes.

“It is the town’s goal to 
get these properties back on 
the tax roll,” he said at the 
Nov. 18 auction. “To sell 
these properties and recover 
some of the costs.”

Bidding  a t  the  auc-
tion began just after 2 p.m. 
and was led by auction-
eer  Marianne Sul l ivan, 
founder and lead auction-

eer of Sullivan & Sullivan 
Auctioneers, LLC. The auc-
tion house specializes in the 
auction of municipal-owned 
properties.

Sullivan explained the 
rules of the auction, and how 

the closing date for each 
property sold would be in 30 
days, with payment due to 
the town by Dec. 18. 

Town held auction of properties

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Auctioneer Marianne Sullivan took bids during the town 
of Warren’s public auction of tax-title properties held in 
the gym of the Shepard Municipal Building on Nov. 18.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Warren 
Public Library, 934 Main 
St., is a beloved destination 
in the center of town that 
will be celebrating 150 years 
in 2026.

The library board had a 
meeting recently to go over 
some planning for the 150th 
anniversary celebration. In 
addition to the kickoff cele-

bration, the year will feature 
a series of events and speak-
ers as part of the celebration 
of the town incorporating its 
own library. 

Fol lowing the  Civi l 
War, the need for a public 
library was recognized.  In 
1876 Warren Public Library 
was established as a cor-
poration by an act of the 
Massachusetts Legislature.  
It was to be free and open to 
the public. 

The only thing missing 

was finding somewhere in 
town to place it. 

S e n a t o r  Wi l s o n  H . 
Fairbank, who lived in 
the home just east of the 
library, purchased the cor-
ner lot and arranged for the 
house to be moved from it.  
It went down Main Street 
and turned the corner onto 
Old West Brookfield Road 
where it still stands.

Fairbank paid to have the 
lot graded and the stone wall 
built. After additional work 

was done, the library was 
ready and dedicated on July 
4, 1890 with appropriate 
exercises, involving officers 
of the town and the Warren 
Public Library corporation 
and building committee. 

Warren Library prepares for 150th anniversary

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – The School 
Committee members voted 
to form a Superintendent 
Search Subcommittee to 
seek a permanent superin-
tendent. 

At the Nov. 19 meet-
ing, School Committee 
Chair Brian Winslow said 
the subcommittee would 
be made up of two School 
Commi t tee  members , 
(Melissa Whitham and 
Michael DuBois); three 
teachers, two administra-
tors (one central and one 
school); three staff mem-
bers (paraprofessionals/
custodians/secretaries); 
three parents (one from 
each school); three citizens 
at large; and two current 
students in grades nine-12. 

The first meeting of 
the subcommittee will 

take place on Monday, 
Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Ware Junior Senior High 
School Library. Starting 
in January 2026, meet-
ings will take place on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
the weeks the School 
Committee doesn’t meet.

An email will be dis-
tributed throughout the 
school district and to par-
ents to alert them of the 
opportunity to serve on the 
subcommittee. The school 
district will also post about 
the subcommittee on its 
Facebook page to alert the 
public.

The School Committee 
members also decided 
to conduct the superin-
tendent’s search with-
out the assistance of the 
Massachusetts Association 
of School Committees.  

School Committee forms 
search subcommittee

Please see STM, page 11
Please see SEARCH, 

page 6
Please see AUCTION, 

page 7

Please see LIBRARY, page 11

Please see BUDGET,
 page 13
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Each week the Ware 
River News digs into 
its submitted photo 
archives and selects 

a people photo to 
publish. We need your 

help to help identify 
those pictured.

File Photo
Last week’s photo 

from 1989 showed 
Les Campbell (right) 

presenting a book of 
Quabbin Reservoir lore 

dating from 1938 to 
Dorothy Mapes, Ware 

Librarian (left) while 
Jean Quigley, chair of 

the Ware Arts Council, 
one of the sponsors of 

the Quabbin project, 
looked on. 

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their names 
and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

BLACK FRIDAY, SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY & 
CYBER MONDAY FARM-FRESH SAVINGS

Fill your freezer or give a gift that’s local, thoughtful, 
and full of flavor. Sale valid 11/28 - 12/1.

Gift cards 
also available
online or
in-store

Online orders only. 
FarmerMatt.com/bundle

FarmerMatt.com 
(508) 980-7085

15% OFF ALL MEAT BUNDLES

GIFT CARD

Farmer Matt’s meat 
bundles are available 
in variety pack, beef, 
chicken, and pork. Each 
bundle gives you a mix 
of premium cuts at a 
better value, ready for 
weeknight meals or the 
holiday season.

Perfect for stocking up 
or gifting something 
truly local.

Bring Your Family To

KIP’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church
508-867-6101

Find us on Facebook at Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm

Free Tree For Any Community Organization
(No Reserving Of Trees)

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

OPEN November 28th

Choose And Cut Your Own
Fresh Christmas Tree

Christmas Wreaths And
Cemetery Boxes

Free Coloring Books, 
Hot Chocolate And Candy Canes

Turley Staff Photo

BONDED BY STACY HELD GRAND OPENING
Bonded by Stacy held a ribbon cutting ceremony at Hanna’s on Main, hosted by the Ware 
Business & Civic Association and Beyond. Pictured from left to right in the front row are 
Mary Dembkowski, Jan McCoy, Trisha Collette, Brittney Collette, Stacy Collette, owner of 
Bonded by Stacy,  Dannielle Crevier, Niqueal Brier, Shannon Ortona and Kate Blackwell. 
Back row from left are Chris Murphy and Dan Collette. 

WARE – Santa Claus 
will come to town on Friday, 
Nov. 28 thanks to the Ware 
Holiday Flair Committee 
with help from the Fire 
Department. 

The evening will begin 
with a dance performance 
by Dance Unlimited in front 
of the Town Hall at around 
5:45 p.m., after which Santa 
Claus will arrive on the fire 
truck to light the Christmas 
tree at Veterans Park. Santa 
will then make his way to the 
Town Hall, where people can 
get a chance to talk to him 
and even take some photos.

Make sure to arrive early 
and dress for the weather.

A f t e r  S a n t a ’s  v i s i t , 
the Ware Holiday Flair 
Committee will keep the 
Christmas spirit strong, with 
its annual Ware Flair Drive-
Thru on Saturday, Dec. 13 
from 5-7 p.m. at Grenville 
Park on Church Street.

Visi tors  to the Ware 
Flair Drive-Thru will enter 
through the Upper Church 
Street exit, drive around 
the first baseball diamond, 
and exit through the main 
entrance.

Cars must enter Upper 
Church Street coming from 
the direction of Route 32. No 
cars will be allowed to enter 
the park coming from the 
direction of downtown.

This event is drive-thru 
only; no foot traffic will be 
permitted in the park during 
the event. For those within 
walking distance of the park, 
the Quaboag Connector 
will be providing free trips 
through the drive-thru, stag-
ing at the Church Street 
apartment complex. 

This event is free but 
donations will be accepted 
to ensure the committee can 
continue to make the holi-
days special for everyone. 

Ware Holiday Flair welcomes 
Santa this Friday

Christmas for 
Kids donations 
requested

WARE – The Ware 
Police Department and 
the Ware Fire Department 
have started their 22nd  
annual Ware Christmas For 
Kids program for the 2025 
holiday season.

They are requesting 
financial assistance to help 
them fulfill the needs of 
the children of Ware, and 
all assistance is greatly 
appreciated. The program 
is for infants through chil-
dren aged 12. 

The program recognizes 
all holiday observances. 

Monetary donations 
may be dropped off at the 
Ware Police Department 
at 22 North St., or may be 
sent to Ware Christmas 
For Kids, c/o Ware Police 
Department, 22 North St., 
Ware, MA 01082. 

Darlene Gildert is the 
program coordinator, and 
she can be reached at 413-
967-3571, extension 327. 

WARE – J.R. Greene 
will be returning to the Ware 
Library, 37 Main St., on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. 
for his annual program about 
the history of the Quabbin 
and will be presenting his 
41st annual Quabbin History 

Calendar. 
This program is free to 

the public, and calendars and 
books will be available to 
purchase. Call 413-967-5491 
or email warelibrary1881@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

Ware Library to host author
J.R. Greene on Dec. 3

Submitted Photos
Pictured are a few items 
handcrafted by Jeanette 
Renaud and Linda St. 
Denis. These and many 
other crafts will be avail-
able at the “Christmas in 
New Braintree Craft Fair” 
to be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

NEW BRAINTREE – 
The “Christmas in New 
Braintree Craft Fair” will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 6 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the 
New Braintree Grade School 
and Town Hall. 

The fair is sponsored by 
the Tri-Parish Community 
Church. There are a few 
spaces still available. To 
reserve, call 443-835-7530.

Other activities taking 
place during “Christmas in 
New Braintree” include the 
traditional Christmas Cookie 
Sale and Cafe, crafts and 
games for kids, visit with 
Santa, and a horse drawn 
hayride. Please join the 
Christmas in New Braintree 
festivities for a day of shop-
ping and family fun.

Celebrate ‘Christmas in New Braintree’

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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McCrays Farm
55 Alvord Street

South Hadley

WWW.MCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS

LET’S MAKE 
THIS SEASON

MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT!

Come experience magical 
30-40 minute stroll 
around the farm - 

surrounded by hundreds of 
thousands of dazzling lights!

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and 
brand new light displays!

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Ware 
Library welcomed the 
Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts for a kid’s 
nutrition program presen-
tation. 

The Food of Bank of 
Western Massachusetts 
serves four counties in 
the region and provides 
over 17 million pounds 
of food a year. The food 
bank connects  people 
with supportive resources, 
including Food Assistance 
Navigation, Supplemental 
N u t r i t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e 
Program outreach and nutri-
tion education. 

T h e  F o o d  B a n k ’s 
Nutrition Outreach team 
offers educational programs 
including workshops, food 
sampling events, grocery 
store tours, ServSafe certi-
fication and safe food han-
dling training. One bene-
ficial program is the kid’s 
nutrition program.

The  Food  Bank  of 
Western Massachusetts 
uses the MyPlate model 
for nutrition education to 
help clients make healthi-
er choices and understand 
nutrition labels. This pro-
gram for kids and teens 
teaches healthy eating hab-
its, where food comes from, 
food processing, recipes to 
help people create nutri-
tious meals and food iden-
tification.

Arriving at the Ware 
Library was Abby Killian, 
representing the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts. 
Killian brought samples of 
fruit and vegetables to show 

the kids to see how they can 
identify the various food 
groups. There were apples, 
cucumbers, and tomatoes 
for fruit. 

For vegetables, Killian 
explained parts of a plant. 
There was a plant map 
sheet for kids to look over 
and try to identify parts 
of a plant. For example, 
some plants have a flower, 
and broccoli is technically 
a flower. Another part of a 
plant is the leaves, and let-
tuce is the leaf. 

Killian says this program 
is “good for all ages,” both 
children and adults. 

Killian also brought 
applesauce for attendees to 
try and also had kid sized 
reusable bags for kids to 
take home.

These bags were brand-
ed with MyPlate, which has 
a symbol of the five food 
groups: fruits, vegetables, 
dairy, grains and protein. 
Killian says these programs 
are held year-round and 
is made possible with the 
Food Bank’s partnership 
with the Massachusetts 
SNAP-Ed program. 

Killian has done these 
p r o g r a m s  t h r o u g h o u t 
the neighboring towns, 
including Ware, Palmer, 
Belchertown and many 
more. The Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts 
helps provide food for 
almost 300 meal sites and 
food banks throughout the 
region. 

More information about 
these educational programs 
on nutrition can be found 
at www.foodbankwma.org. 
More about MyPlate can be 
found at www.myplate.gov. 

WARE – “Celebrate the 
Season” with Proprietors of 
the Ware Center Meeting 
House and raise money for 
the amazing Ware Center 
Meeting House at the same 
time.

You may remember this 
event as the Wreath and Tree 
Festival. 

The Proprietors changed 
the name to reflect the vari-
ety of creations we have 
gathered each year. Last year, 
they had an original water-
color painting, stained glass 
ornaments, a unicorn tree, 
a shotgun shell wreath, and 
some adorable gnomes.

Celebrate the Season 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 
6 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
Sunday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. at Ware Town Hall, 
126 Main St.

There  will also be a door 
prize table, holiday music, an 
incredible bake sale, 50/50 
raffle and a table with Ware 
books, T-shirts, and memora-
bilia, all to support the Ware 
Center Meeting House and 
Museum. There will be free 
children’s activities includ-
ing: decorate a card and  
make a craft, 

Santa  wil l  arr ive on 
Sunday, Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. and 
glitter tattoos will be avail-
able at that time.

It’s not too late to donate. 
Businesses and citizens inter-
ested in contributing decorat-
ed trees and wreaths should 
call Lynn Lak, co-chair of 
the Festival committee at 

413-967-7223 or email her at 
llak310@comcast.net. 

In-person drop off is 
Friday, Dec. 5 between 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Great 
Hall in the Ware Town Hall. 
The event is free and open to 
the public. 

Visit warecentermeeting-
house.org for more informa-
tion or to make a donation 
online.

‘Celebrate the Season’ to be held Dec. 6-7

Submitted Photos
Last year students from Ware High School and Officer Jeannine Bonnayer helped deco-
rate for the Wreath and Tree Stroll, now called “Celebrate the Season.” This year’s event 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 6 and Sunday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

This tree was decorated to 
look like a unicorn.

This tree from last year’s 
Wreath and Tree Stroll 
(now called “Celebrate the 
Season”) was decorated to 
look like a gnome.

Nutrition program for 
kids held at Ware Library

STURBRIDGE – Night. 
Darkness. Silence. In the sky 
on a clear night, our Moon 
may be riding high. 

Our sibling planets may 
be seen piercing the darkness 
with clear, unblinking points 
of light: Venus, Jupiter, 
Mars… Stars – suns like 
ours, but at unimaginable 
distances –send their light 
out, visible on Earth perhaps 
many centuries later. 

I n  l a t e  D e c e m b e r 
i n  E a r t h ’s  N o r t h e r n 

Hemisphere,  nights are 
long and cold. For millen-
nia, humans have gathered to 
mark this time with fires and 
dances and singing and musi-
cal instruments and stories 
and revelry: to tell the dark 
and the cold that our spirits 
are undaunted, and to cele-
brate the lengthening of days 
that begins at this time. 

Wings of Song – a com-
munity chorus centered in 
Sturbridge and drawing its 
50 active members from 

a large number of towns in 
south-central Massachusetts 
and northeastern Connecticut 
– celebrates both Christmas 
and the Winter Solstice in 
song this year with a focus 
on night, moon, and stars: 
the darkness from which 
light is born, and reborn.

The celebration takes the 
form of two concerts: one 
at St. Joachim Chapel, 16 
Church St. in Fiskdale (part 
of Sturbridge), on Saturday, 
Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m., and 

the other at the Elm Street 
Congregational Church, 61 
Elm St. in Southbridge, on 
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. 
As always, both concerts 
are free to the public, with a 
freewill offering collected. 

As always, both venues 
are handicap accessible. As 
always, yummy refreshments 
will be served after each con-
cert. And as always, folks are 
advised to come early to be 
sure of a seat.

Wings of Song sings of Night, Moon, and Stars

WARE – A Holiday 
Craft Fair will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 6 from 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Ware 
Junior Senior High School 
gym.

Admission is free and 
food is available to pur-
chase through a concession 
stand run by the Student 
Council. This fair bene-

fits the freshman through 
senior classes at the high 
school.

There will be over 50 
vendors, fundraising and 
raffles. This is a very excit-
ing one-day shopping event 
of handcrafted, homemade, 
home baked, and one of a 
kind treasurers made by 
local talent. 

Holiday Craft Fair to be held Dec. 6

Please see SONGS, page 7
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OPINION 
POLICY

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Th e  a r r i v a l  o f 
Thanksgiving always 
gets me a little nostal-

gic.  
Gone are the days of 

sneaking into the kitchen 
with my sister for a little bit 
of the crispy dressing from 
the stuffed turkey still in our 
parent’s oven. Or how about 
awakening to the wonderful 
scents the morning of, 
knowing mom had been 
up at 4 a.m. getting the 
bird prepared.  

It was always so 
much fun to butter 
the brown and serve 
rolls and then transfer 
them from the oven to 
the pre-heated trivet in 
their little wooden basket. I 
can smell the smells if I think 
about it long enough, and 
surely I can see my dad at the 
counter with the carving knife 
in hand.  

Another big tradition was 
the nut bowl and the nut 
cracker and tools. We only ate 
nuts at Thanksgiving, and at 
Christmas to a lesser extent. I 
remember the Brazil nuts and 
walnuts being especially hard 
to crack with my little hands, 
but the challenge was half the 
fun. 

These memories from my 
childhood are replaced with 
new traditions that my kids 
will call their own memories 
when they are my age. I guess 
the important thing is that 
we are thankful on this day 
whether it is for the memo-
ries, the people or the food or 
all of it. Gratitude goes a long 
way.

This Thanksgiving I am 
especially thankful for the 
bountiful harvest from this 
year’s vegetable garden. The 
old motto goes something 
like:  “you get out what you 
put in.”  

This year I sure put in a 
lot of effort in hopes of that 
harvest. When rain stopped 
I watered and watered and 

watered some more.  
I made an investment 

in organic fertilizers and 
mulched the rows as best as I 
could. I lugged free compost 
home by the bucket. I harvest-
ed even when I was tired of it 
and preserved it all even after 
I grew weary.  

Does all this make me a 
saint or a perfect gardener? 
By all means, no. I still plant-
ed too close and didn’t weed 
as much as I should. I got my 
flowers in too late and didn’t 
stake a single one.  

Oh well, no one and noth-
ing is perfect, but I guess 
my attention was directed 
towards the harvest and I am 
happy to have succeeded at 
that to a pretty good degree.

I ordered my first seed 
catalog for the 2026 growing 
season this past week, and I 
can’t wait until it arrives. I 
can picture how much fun I’ll 
have going through last years 
seeds and notes while I plan 
my garden.  

When you undertake this 
process, keep in mind what 
you want your attention 
directed towards. Do you 
want to streamline, experi-
ment or perfect?

I learned this year that I 
don’t need eight varieties of 
tomatoes to make a really 
good sauce. What I do need 
is a really good paste tomato 
variety, and maybe a two or 
three cherry types for salads, 
and one slicing variety to top 
an occasional burger.  

That is just an exam-

ple, but you get the idea. 
Streamlining is practical.

If you want to try growing 
new things, maybe Brussels 
sprouts like I wrote about last 
week, or sweet potatoes, like 
I experimented with this past 
summer, take some time over 
the offseason to look up the 
particulars so that you will be 
successful. 

I did a show and tell with 
some students recently 

and it was a lot of fun 
to show them some out 

of the ordinary things 
that can be grown at 
home, like popcorn 

and luffa sponges for 
example. Get creative.  

Maybe what will inspire 
you is getting something 
right, doing a better job grow-
ing a certain crop.  

Did your zucchini look 
like baseball bats?  Don’t 
worry, next year you’ll har-
vest sooner and more often. 
Same thing goes for those 
blimpy cukes. And what 
about those carrots? Next 
year you’ll loosen up your 
soil and remove some rocks 
from the carrot patch so that 
they won’t all fork. Straight, 
long roots here we come.

Wishing you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving! Have fun when 
the planning stage begins for 
next year’s garden. It is, after 
all, just about six months 
away from our frost-free date.  

Now that is something to 
be thankful for!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Thanksgiving nostalgia and planning 
ahead for next year’s gratefulness

Dear Rusty: 
I reached full retire-

ment age back in June, 
but I have not yet filed to 
collect Social Security. 
My husband current-
ly collects SS funds, and 
he waited until he had 
reached full retirement 
age a few years ago. I 
am considering signing 
up now to receive my 
funds, but I am a little 
confused about whether I 
will receive my full ben-
efit or is there some kind 
of adjustment made based 
on both of us collecting?

We are a simple case. 
We have been married for 
46 years, so there are no 
other exes involved in this 
equation. He did every-
thing online when he was 
ready to start receiving 
his funds, but we didn’t 
consult with any advi-
sor when my husband 
claimed. Now I think that 
adding me as a spouse 
might trigger some other 
things I should consid-
er. Thank you for your 
advice. 

Signed: Concerned 
Wife

Dear Concerned: 
Since you and your 

h u s b a n d  h ave  b o t h 
reached your respective 
SS Full Retirement Age, 
you are both entitled to 
receive your full benefits 
without any reduction. 
And since you haven’t 
yet filed, you are now 
accumulating Delayed 
Retirement Credits at the 
rate of.667% additional 
benefit for each month 
you continue to delay. 
You will get your full SS 
retirement benefit plus 
any earned DRCs when 
you claim. The only ques-
tion you need to consid-
er is whether either you 
or your husband will be 
entitled to a “spousal 
boost,” an increase when 
you claim.

If the SS retirement 
benefit you were entitled 
to at your FRA is less 
than 50% the amount 
your husband was entitled 
to at his FRA, then you 
will get a “spousal boost” 
on top of your own SS 
retirement amount (the 
“boost” amount would be 
the difference between 
your FRA amount and 
half of his FRA amount). 
But if your SS amount at 
your FRA is more than 
50% of your husband’s 
FRA entitlement, then 

you will only get your 
own SS retirement ben-
efit based on your own 
lifetime earnings record. 
Spouse  benefi t s  a re 
always determined from 
each partner’s FRA enti-
tlement and if one part-
ner’s FRA amount is less 
than 50% of the other 
partner’s FRA amount, 
then a spousal boost will 
be given. And that also 
works if your FRA enti-
tlement is higher than 
your husband’s,  if your 
FRA amount is more than 
twice your husband’s 
FRA amount, then he will 
get a spousal boost from 
you. Otherwise, each of 
you will get only your 
personally earned SS 
retirement amount and 
both of you collecting SS 
will not negatively affect 
each other’s individual SS 
benefit. 

FYI, the spousal boost 
amount stops growing 
at full retirement age, so 
if you are eligible for a 
spousal boost from your 
husband then you should 
claim your SS benefits 
now and ask for benefits 
retroactive to June (your 
FRA month). However, if 
you will not get a spousal 
boost from your husband, 
you have the option of 
delaying even further and 
earning more DRCs (thus 
a higher monthly benefit). 
You can earn DRCs up to 
age 70, at which time you 
will get the maximum pos-
sible Social Security ben-
efit about 127% of your 
personal FRA amount if 
you delay that long. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Fo u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amac founda t ion .org /
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

If we both collect Social Security, 
will our benefits be affected?

A medical 
library at your 
fingertips

There’s a lot of medical 
misinformation out there, 
much of it promulgated by 
non-medical individuals based 
on nothing more than assump-
tions and unwarranted conclu-
sions.

But what if you could find 
published, peer-reviewed 
answers to your medical ques-
tions, written in everyday lan-
guage? Good news. You can!

One of the speakers at the 
recent New England Patient 
Advocacy Conference I host-
ed at Assumption University 
in Worcester  was Erika 
Warren, a partner in a new 
venture called Inciteful Med 
(IncitefulMed.com),  just 
launched earlier this year. I 
wanted to share it with you 
because, as I like to say, 
knowledge is power. Inciteful 

Med lets you research a medi-
cal question and come to doc-
tors’ appointments ready to 
have a meaningful discussion.

This is a beneficial use 
of artificial intelligence and 
machine learning. Inciteful 
Med is updated weekly with 
peer-reviewed research that 
appears in such online sources 
as PubMed, a service of the 
National Institutes of Health.

“We provide patients and 
doctors with the latest litera-
ture in an easy-to-understand 
format, helping doctors and 
patients make informed choic-

es,” Erika says.
L i k e  m y 

patient  advo-
cacy practice, 
Inciteful Med 
grew out of a 
personal expe-
rience. Erika’s 
partner, Mike 
Weishuhn, had a 
family member 
with a poten-
tial ly serious 
hea l th  i s sue . 

Rather than taking the wait-
and-see approach the doc-
tor had advised, he used 
his skills as a data engineer 
to find a paper published in 
the U.K. that gave them 
new information and a rea-
son to seek a second opinion. 
 
“It showed us two things,” 
Erika says. “First, the impor-
tance of advocacy and, sec-
ond, the difficulty of finding 
reliable, personalized infor-
mation.  That experience 
changed everything for their 
family and sparked our mis-

sion to make medical research 
accessible, so more patients 
and families can shape their 
care and change their lives.”

And so Inciteful Med was 
born.

Anyone can use the web-
site anonymously to research 
up to five questions a day. 
Creating an account lets you 
ask an unlimited number of 
questions.

Users can also upload their 
medical records to have them 
analyzed and receive person-
alized results from the lat-
est research. For their users’ 
peace of mind, the com-
pany will soon be HIPAA-
compliant.

The website is free to use 
for now. Wishing it to remain 
independent, they don’t want 
advertising dollars from phar-
maceutical companies. It may 
one day become donor-sup-
ported like Wikipedia or offer 
subscriptions.

Neither Erika nor Mike 
has a medical background, 
and they stress that patients 

should use the information on 
Inciteful Med in collaboration 
with their health-care provid-
ers.

“Mike’s and my back-
ground is in education tech-
nology, providing tools for 
teachers trying to help stu-
dents learn and feel confident. 
In many ways, Inciteful Med 
is similar to that work, but 
for patients and doctors,” she 
says. “Inciteful Med inspires 
confidence. People want to be 
heard and supported and know 
their questions aren’t dumb.”

Inciteful Med can also be 
consulted by providers, who 
can’t possibly be familiar with 
all of the latest research and 
clinical trials. Information can 
take years to move from the 
researchers’ labs to your bed-
side.

“Our health-care system 
makes it hard for even ded-
icated doctors to keep up,” 
Erika says. “Different priori-
ties, red tape and slow adop-

Please see HEALTH, page 12

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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The West Brookfield Rescue Squad’s 2026 
Su�scri�tio� �ri�e is �o� a�aila�le� 

Sca� the �R code or �isit 
our �e�site at 

��rescuesquad�or�      
to su�scri�e�

�ddress�

�ho�e�

Lew Garland’s Christmas SLew Garland’s Christmas Studiotudio
59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 

Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!

Seasons Greetings

Handpainted Handcrafted

~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~
Open Weekends 10-6 pm

After Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve Daily 10-6pm
252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057

• www.christmasstudio.net • 413-267-3342 •

Featuring Ken’s magnificent Florentine inspired 
Gold Trees, Topiaries, Cornucopias, 

Ornaments and more...
Featured in prestigious 

catalogues and shops throughout the country!
NEW Exciting designs from

Poland, Germany and Around the World
Original Decorations made here in our studio

Palmer U-Haul
D & M Auto

Megan Jensen • Nate Jensen

1422 Park St. • 1116 Park St.
PALMER, MA 01069

Make your reservation with 
us and earn $$ back!!

Best price guaranteed!!!

Ask Us 
How!

413-283-6882
413-636-2929 DMAutoRepair88@gmail.com

WARE – The Ware Public 
Schools  Superintendent 
S e a r c h  S u b c o m m i t t e e 
will take on the incredibly 
important task of selecting a 
new superintendent and they 
are looking for members.

This decision will have 
an impact on students, fami-
lies, teachers, staff and larger 
community for the foresee-
able future, so the subcom-
mittee does not take this on 
lightly.

The subcommittee hopes 
you will consider submitting 
your name for consideration 
to join this group by Dec. 1.

Outline for the search
subcommittee

Two School Committee 
members (Mel Whitham 
and Michael DuBois); three 
teachers; two administrators 
(one central and one school); 
three staff members (parapro-
fessionals, custodians and/
or secretaries); three parents 
(one from each school); three 
citizens at large (these citi-

zens will not have any rela-
tion to current staff, school 
committee members or stu-
dents); and two current stu-
dents (grades nine-12).

This outline is not com-
pletely rigid, but the subcom-
mittee will strive to stay as 
close to it as possible when 
selecting members

Subcommittee meetings
This subcommittee will 

start meeting in the middle of 
December and work through 
the middle of February.

The first meeting will take 
place on Monday, Dec. 8 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Ware Junior 
Senior High School Library. 
Starting in January, meetings 
will take place on

Wednesdays  a t  6 :30 
p.m. the weeks the School 
Committee doesn’t meet.

Responsibilities of 
subcommittee members
Protect all manners of pri-

vacy throughout this process.
Determine the desired 

qualifications for candidates 
for posting the position

Participate in productive 
conversations/debates about 
the candidates in a respectful 
manner

Draft questions for candi-
dates to answer during first 
round interviews and final 
interviews to be voted on by 
the School Committee

Participate in first round 
interviews, take notes, and 
discuss with fellow subcom-
mittee members afterward at 
posted meetings. All meet-
ings are to be held in execu-
tive session and are not open 
to the public.

Select the final candi-
dates to submit to the School 
Committee for final consid-
eration.

Please send an email 
stating your interest in join-
ing the subcommittee to 
Whitham at mwhitham@
ware.k12.ma.us and DuBois 
at mdubois@ware.k12.ma.us, 
by Dec. 1.

community
WPS Superintendent Search 
Subcommittee invitation

WARE – Workshop13 is 
excited to highlight seven 
local and regional musicians 
- Charlie Diamond, Eric 
Troy, Tobey sol Laroche, 
O’Leyra, Catie Verostick, 
Makayla Nelson, and fea-
tured artist Taija New – in 
its new Singer Songwriter 
Series. 

This event takes place 
in Workshop13’s Grand 
Hall at 13 Church St. on 
Saturday, Nov. 29. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and the per-
formance begins at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are priced on a slid-
ing scale and are available 
at www.workshop13.org.

Special  guests  from 
the Musical  Chairs of 
Massachusetts podcast/
YouTube channel, Chris 
Guerra and Nikki Cross, 
will be present. Enjoy photo 
ops, meet and greets, food 
for purchase (free popcorn), 
and a cash bar. 

The performance will 
feature sound design by 
Brian Jyringi and be hosted 
by Amanda Meli and MC’d 
by Kevin Wherry.

Singer-songwriters will 
share their original songs 
and the stories behind them, 
“in the round” style, a per-

formance format that brings 
a group of singer-songwrit-
ers together sharing the 
stage, with each artist deliv-
ering songs one after anoth-
er. After intermission, enjoy 
a special featured perfor-
mance by nationally touring 
artist Taija New, followed 
by powerful second round, 
a group curtain call, and a 
community meet-and greet 
with all performers.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynam-

ic center where arts, culture, 
and community converge—
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072. 

Submitted Photo
The Singer Songwriter Series at Workshop13 will fea-
ture seven local and regional musicians on Saturday, 
Nov. 29 at 7 p.m.

Workshop13 highlights 
local talent with Singer 
Songwriter Series

Ware Senior 
Center closed 
Nov. 27-28

WARE –  The  Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, will be 
closed Thursday, Nov. 27 
for Thanksgiving and Friday, 
Nov. 28 for Black Friday.

The Senior Center will 
reopen with its regular 
schedule of programs and 
activities on Monday, Dec. 1.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their 
a d ve r t i s emen t 
the first time it 
appears. This pa-
per will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Gilbert Players of Hardwick 
are pleased to announce their 
Holiday performance of 
“Nuncrackers”.

This spirited and comical 
musical production centers 
around a small group of nuns 
discovering that their cook ( 
Sister Julia), Child of God, 
has accidentally poisoned

52 of the sisters and they 
are in dire need of funding to 
properly pay for the funerals.

The sisters decide that the 
best way to raise money is to 
put on a variety show

in the Center at Eagle Hill 
so they take over the audito-
rium.

Here we meet Reverend 

Mother Regina ( a former cir-
cus performer) and other

delightfully funny nuns 
who have ventured from 
being a street wise punk, 
a wannabe ballerina and 
Sister Amnesia a delightful-
ly wacky nun who lost her 
memory when a crucifix 
fell on her head. There is no 
doubt about it, this perfor-
mance is “habit” forming as 
they tackle temptations and 
bring the audience into the 
convent with them.

The Gilbert Players have 
a reputation of putting on top 
notch shows, sold out perfor-
mance and family fun for all. 

Yo u  m a y  r e m e m b e r 
their last production of “ 

Chicago”. Well, some of the 
women behind bars have 
become nuns. So put on your 
happy face and join the nuns 
for a few hours of laughs.

“Nuncrackers” will be 
performed at The Center 
at  Eagle Hill ,  242 Old 
Petersham Road, on Friday, 
Dec. 5 at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10, $17 and $19.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at thecenterateaglehill.
org, calling the box office at 
413-477-6746, or at the door. 
Advanced purchase is recom-
mended as this show is likely 
to sell out.

Gilbert Players bring ‘Nuncrackers’ to The Center

Hardwick’s 
Christmas on 
the Common 
is Nov. 29

HARDWICK – The 
annual Christmas on the 
Common event will be 
held on Saturday, Nov. 29 
from 3-5:30 p.m.

Santa kicks off the fes-
tivities when he arrives at 
the Town House at 3 p.m. 
for photos. Enjoy tractor 
rides, games, activities 
and shop at local vendors 
set up on the common. 

Visit the Hardwick 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y, 
or drop off food pan-
t r y  d o n a t i o n s  a n d 
Peace  Lac ros se  t he 
World equipment dona-
tions to the Hardwick 
Congregational Church. 
Mimi’s Coffeehouse of 
Hardwick will be open 
and serving tasty treats.

Sing carols on the 
upper common and play 
bells with the Hardwick 
Memorial Bell Choir 
for the Living Nativity 
and tree lighting at 5 
p.m. in front of the First 
Universalist Church. 

Library Friends 
host Lotto 
Calendar 
fundraiser

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Library will 
be selling Lotto Calendars 
through the end of the year. 

Tickets are $10 each 
and drawings will take 
place every day in January. 
1,000 max tickets will be 
sold and you can win an 
unlimited number of times. 

Visit the library at 37 
Main St. or participating 
stores to purchase a ticket 
- they make great stocking 
stuffers.
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUNDREDS OF BIKES     E-BIKES!  

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

20% Off
ALL TOYS!

With this ad.  Expires 12/2/2025MATTRESS SALE!

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY
8AM-9PM

WE BEAT ALL APPLIANCES DEALS!

..............$269.99

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ..................................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
11/27/25-12/3/2511/27/25-12/3/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLET SKINLESS .....

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TEMPURA BREADED
SHRIMP 12 OZ. BOX .......................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGH TRAY PAK ...............

$899
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN PARTY CUT

CHICKEN WINGS 5 LB BAG ...............

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$233
lb

lb

$399
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK
LOIN CHOPS ..........................

USDA INSP. STORE MADE CAROLINA 
GOLD MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .......... lb

lb
$369

$335

lb
$166

69¢

ea

BEEF CHUCK 
STEAKS or ROAST

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

$249
lb

$699
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$599
lb

CO-OP
MORE THAN YOUR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE!

www.hardwickfarmers.net

ESTABLISHED 1914 98 YEARS 2012

CLOTHING
NEW Fall Styles Colorful 

 

Large Assortment of

Colorful MUMS,
PUMPKINS & 
AUTUMN DECOR

Visit our Website
& Facebook page

 for coupons, 
discounts & 
updates on 

special events.

From Carhartt Clothing to Wood Pellets
Spring will be here before you know it! Visit us to get ready 

for your early spring garden, house and farm needs.s.

WINTER SUPPLIESWINTER SUPPLIES
Your Destination forYour Destination for

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIALS
Specializing in fully custom work

Walk ins welcome
kenndeystattoo413@gmail.com

1418 N. Main St., Palmer, MA • 413-289-6214

Professional 
Tattooing

KENNDEY’S

TATTOO & PIERCING

Black Black 
FridayFriday

SpecialsSpecials!!

NAT FALK
64 Main St., Ware • 967-6721

BIG & TALLS
FREE ALTERATIONS

JIM’S FORMALWARE SUPPLIER
BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER*

*Some Restrictions Apply

OPEN 
Sundays 12-5

& Mondays 9-5 
til Christmas;
Tues. 10-5:30;

Wed. 10-6; 
Thurs. & Fri. 9-7; 

Sat. 9-4

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Superintendent’s report
Interim Superintendent 

Michael Wood said he and 
Winslow attended a joint 
meeting with the town’s 
Finance Committee to dis-
cuss the preliminary budget 
for fiscal year 2027. He said 
the budget process would 
officially begin in January 
2026.

Wood said they are also 
working to draft a 10-year 
capital plan. He said some 
of the large capital projects 
include the roofs at all three 
schools and repairs to a gen-

erator at Stanley M. Koziol 
Elementary School. 

He said there have been 
a few maintenance issues 
that have come up this year, 
including lack of power to 
a bank of lights at the foot-
ball field. He said it is likely 
that mice got into the conduit 
underground.

“We’ll take a look at that 
probably in the spring,” he 
said.

Wood said there are a 
number of websites linked 
on the Department of Local 
Services that are informative 
about past town spending, 
including the school depart-

ment’s spending.
“It’s really helpful to 

have that kind of informa-
tion as background for peo-
ple like me trying to catch 
up to what’s been done here 
before,” he said. 

Wood sa id  the  h igh 
school’s administration has 
been looking into a new 
student information man-
agement software called 
SchoolInsight. This new 
software would replace the 
iPASS system.

“It looks good, it looks 
promising,” Wood said. “It’s 
manageable for cost effec-
tiveness for our district.”

Wood said the team would 
be meeting with the other 
principals in the school dis-
trict to make sure the new 
software meets their needs 
as well. 

Wood said the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education posted staff atten-
dance averages from across 
the commonwealth. He said 
Ware Public Schools were 
above average in attendance 
compared to the state aver-
age and that staff had fewer 
absences. 

Woods said the Knights of 
Columbus have launched its 
annual Coats for Kids drive, 

collecting and distributing 
winter coats to children in 
town. He said donation bins 
are located in each of the 
school’s main offices/hall-
ways.

Graduation requirements
Wood said he is meet-

ing with high school teach-
ers now and that the depart-
ment chairs gave him “great 
feedback” about a proposed 
change in graduation credit 
requirements.

“There’s a lot of interest 
in staying at the 28-credit,” 
he said. “To allow students to 
have opportunities to retake 

classes, but to also to take 
classes that they may not nor-
mally know that they would 
be successful in and if they 
failed, it would be okay.”

Wood said there is some 
back and forth that needs 
to happen before he brings 
the finalized requirements 
to the School Committee for 
approval.

Special Town Meeting
The committed approved 

the use of facilities and 
waived the fees for a Special 
Town Meeting to be held on 
Monday, Jan. 26, 2026.

SEARCH from page 1

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Dante, the beagle who cap-
tured hearts in 2020 after 
spending a full month on the 
run during her recovery from 
a broken leg, has returned 
to Second Chance Animal 
Services. 

Now 12-years-old, Dante is 
hoping for a “fourth chance” 
after her owner faced a signif-
icant life change and could no 
longer care for her.

Dan te ’s  h i s to ry  wi th 
Second Chance is long and 
unforgettable. She first arrived 
on transport from an over-
crowded Tennessee shelter. 
She returned after being hit by 
a car and underwent surgery 

for her injuries. 
While recuperating in 

foster care, she escaped and 
traveled more than 15 miles 
from Hardwick back to East 
Brookfield, an incredible jour-
ney that made headlines.

 At the t ime,  Second 
Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato 
said, “It was like a story out 
of a children’s book where the 
heroine overcomes her fear 
through strength and determi-
nation to return to the people 
and place where she first knew 
love.” 

A local resident helped 
identify the frightened stray, 
and Second Chance quickly 
set a trap, later adding a sec-

ond trap with assistance from 
Missing Dogs Massachusetts. 
Staff monitored live cameras 
and watched as Dante finally 
entered the trap set for her safe 
return. 

Despite her ordeal, she was 
in relatively good shape and 
had even gained two pounds 
during her travels.

Today, Dante is a gen-
tle senior girl with a shy dis-
position. Her adoption bio 
explains her needs clearly: “I 
have quite the story. I am an 
escape artist and I can’t help 
it; I love to explore! One of 
my adventures in my earlier 
years landed me with a bro-
ken leg. I absolutely must have 

a home with a fenced yard. I 
also need someone who will 
diligently keep my leash on. 
It is best if I go home to either 
a single person or to a couple 
and no young children because 
I’m afraid that’s an easy way 
for me to slip out the door and 
take to wandering again.”

Because she takes time to 
warm up, interested adopters 
will need to make multiple 
visits to ensure she feels com-
fortable before heading to her 
new home. Second Chance is 
committed to helping her find 
the safe, loving environment 
she deserves for her golden 
years.

For more information or 

to meet Dante, visit second-
chanceanimals.org/adopt-
able-dogs or stop by the 

Second Chance Adoption 
Center at 111 Young Road, to 
meet her.

Dante is waiting for a fourth chance

Dante is a 
12-year-old 
beagle at 
Second Chance 
Animal Services 
and she is
looking for a 
new home.
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J. Stolar Insurance Agency, Inc  presents 
CHRISTMAS PHOTOS WITH SANTA!

December 6, 2025 ~ 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Location: 2001 Calkins Rd., Three Rivers

Our 1950 Ford F5 will be set up for Christmas photos 
and Santa will be there to say hello.  

We will provide the full Christmas photo set up.  Bring the kiddos and your camera!  
We will have a table set up for children to complete their letter to Santa, and another 

table for a light snack. Santa will have a small gift for the kids.  This is a free event!
This event is outdoors so please dress appropriately!  We look forward to seeing you all!

1620 North Main St.
 Palmer, MA  01069

413 283-5555
 Fax 413-283-5558

DINE IN SPECIALS
MONDAY

Any Grinder w/Fries 
and a Beer 
$14.95
TUESDAY
1/2 Price 
Dinners

WEDNESDAY
8pc Wings w/Fries 

and a Beer 

$14.95
THURSDAY
Burger w/Fries 

and a Beer 

$14.95

FRIDAY
Family Special 
Any Lg. Pizza, 

10 Wings 
(bone in or boneless) 

& 1 bottle of Wine 

$39.95

We Deliver!!!

CHECK OUT OUR MENU!
ASK ABOUT DELIVERY!

LUNCH:  
9” Grinder, Pita, 
Tenders, Wrap 

w/fries and can 

of soda $11.95

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm • Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

www.paramountpizzapalmer.com140 WORCESTER RD. BARRE, MA  |  978-355-6343  |  HIGGINSPOWERSPORTS.COM

SNOWMOBILES

ATV PLOWS

HELMETSAPPAREL

GENERATORS SNOWBLOWERS

GET READY
FOR WINTER FUN

GET READY
FOR WINTER FUN

Make this one a winter to remember. At Higgins Powersports in Barre,
we have all the tools and toys to get you through the winter snow...
literally. From ATVs to Snowmobiles, plus plows, snowblowers, and

more, Higgins is your destination for winter fun!

Get in touch with our team today to make this winter a season to
remember! Call 978-355-6343 or visit our store to see models in stock.

Get in touch with our team today to make this winter a season to
remember! Call 978-355-6343 or visit our store to see models in stock.

SCAN TO
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

SCAN TO
VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

The Moonlit Forrest
130 Main Street, Monson
themoonlitforrest.com

(413) 438-4858

Birth Chart Readings
Medical Astrological Readings

Sound Healing Sessions
Classes ~ Workshops

Crystals, Jewelry, Sage, Incense, 
Books, Candles, Tarot Decks, 

Intention Jars, Journals 
& So Much More

F @TheMoonlitForrest  
  I   @The_Moonlit_Forrest

Music Director Nym 
C o o ke  p r ov i d e s  t h i s 
glimpse into what you’ll 
hear: “Everything from 
an operatic quartet by 
Baroque composer Jean-
Philippe Rameau (1683-
1764) to the bluegrass gos-
pel song ‘Beautiful Star of 
Bethlehem’; from ‘Moon 
is Walking’ by Joseph 
Shabalala of Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo to the 
world premiere of ‘Notte’ 
by Wings of Song tenor 
Gianni Davilli; from the 
tender Danish Christmas 
song ‘Among the Stars of 

Midnight’ to John Rutter’s 
magnificent choral set-
ting of ‘O Holy Night’; 
from the shape-note song 
‘Star in the East’ to Henry 
VIII’s ‘Green Grow’th the 
Holly’… Audiences will 
join us in singing three 
Christmas classics that 
feature stars: ‘The First 
Nowell,’ ‘O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,’ and ‘We Three 
Kings of Orient Are.’”

People are strongly 
encouraged to bring stars or 
moons, to be held or hoist-
ed aloft at key points in the 
proceedings. More than one 
moon is fine, in the spirit of 
celebration.

SONGS from page 3

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The West 
Warren Library Association 
hosted a turkey craft this past 
week during its Craft Club. 

This program started after 
summer reading had ended 
and has been a popular event 
since September. These craft 
activities have seen a good 
turnout of kids ages 5 to 11. 
Since Halloween, the West 
Warren Library has seen a 
lot of newcomers arrive and 
many enjoy craft club.

Melody Frey is the library 
clerk at the West Warren 
Library Association and is 
the head instructor for the 
Craft Club. This Craft Club is 
held every Wednesday from 
4-5 p.m. and involves crafts 
that are hands on, and Frey 
said the kids are having fun. 

During one Craft Club 
kids got to make a boat out 
of straws and it was a pop-
ular craft according to the 
kids. For this past Craft Club, 
kids got create their own tur-
keys. 

“It was take a turkey 
home situation,” said Frey as 
there were plenty of craft kits 
available for kids to make a 
turkey and take them home 
afterwards. 

The body of the turkey 
was made out of a pinecone. 
Paper feathers of all colors, 
mostly fall colors, were pro-
vided for kids to cut out and 
place them on the pinecone. 

In case kids missed the 
day of craft club, the front 

desk of the West Warren 
Library had bags of the tur-
key craft. The next craft will 
be on Wednesday, Dec. 3 at 
4 p.m. 

The West Warren Library 
Association is working with 
Bemis Farms to present a 
Winter Porch Pot fundrais-
er. This event will be held 
at the Warren Senior Center 
on Friday, Dec. 12 at 6 p.m. 
Proceeds from this event will 
go towards supporting the 
West Warren Library. Tickets 
are $35 each and are on sale 
until Dec. 8 by 6 p.m. 

For more information, call 
the West Warren Library at 
413-436-9892. 

Submitted Photos 
ABOVE: Kids took their tur-
keys home after they were 
done crafting them. 

LEFT: The West Warren 
Library Association hosted 
a turkey craft during Craft 
Club recently. Pinecones 
were used to make up the 
body of the turkey. 

Kids got crafty for ThanksgivingThe first property up for 
bid was a house located at 
1059 Main St., which sold 
for a total of $25,000. 

The second property 
was a house adjacent to the 
first one, located at 1061 
Main St. After some back 
and forth between bidders 
and the auctioneer, this 
property sold for $9,000.

A two-family home at 
38 Maple St. drew a lot 
of interest from bidders 
and eventually sold for 
$52,000, one of the high-
est bids for the day. 71 Pine 
St. (a former house lot that 
is buildable) also sold for 
$52,000.

A 2.5-acre buildable lot 
on Town Farm Road was 
next to sell for a total of 
$32,000.

A 1.7-acre buildable 
former house lot at 64 
Richardson Avenue sold for 
the highest amount of the 

day, at $53,000. 
Twenty-four acres of 

potentially buildable land 
on Cutler Road didn’t get 
any bids the first time it 
was presented by Sullivan, 
but in the second round it 
sold for $6,000.

Other sales were as 
follows: Crouch Road, 
$7 ,000 ;  H igh  S t r ee t , 
$5,000; Southbridge Road 
(2 .2  acres ) ,  $41 ,000; 
Southbridge Road (1 acre), 
$34,000; and near Bemis 
Road, $5,000.

There were no bids 
placed on 20 Chapel St., a 
5,227 square foot potential-
ly buildable lot and a 6,098 
square foot lot on Pleasant 
Street.

Ferrera said pending 
closings, the public auction 
unofficially recovered just 
over $320,000 for the town. 

“It exceeded our expec-
tations,” he said of the pub-
lic auction. 

AUCTION from page 1
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Full Service Jewelry
Onsite Repairs  • Appraisals

95 Main Street, Ware • 413-277-0364
 Extended Holiday Hours

  413-277-0634 • dioguardijewelers.com
  Michael Harris 

Happy Holidays To Everyone!

All In Stock Jewelry* 
30% OFF 

Nov. 15th-Dec. 24th

 50% Off All Estate Jewelry* 
Nov. 15th - Dec. 24th

Gift Certificates Available!
*Excludes 
Fire & Ice 
Diamonds

Peace, Joy & Positivity

Reiki Healing Sessions 
Angel Intuitive Sessions • Chakra 
 Cleansing • Tarot Card Readings 

Energy Work • Zodiac Interpretations

– Rebecca Crawley –
Certified Reiki Master & Angel Intuitive

Stone Mill Marketplace, 
44 East Main St., Suite #1B, 
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 247-4455
beccs111@gmail.com

www.peacejoyandpositivity.com

Celebrating
50 years
in business!

Celebrating
50 years
in business!

140 WORCESTER RD. BARRE, MA  |  978-355-6343  |  HIGGINSENERGY.COM

STOVES

CHIMNEYS

FIREPLACESINSERTS

FURNACES MINI SPLITS

WINTER IS BETTER
BY THE FIRE

WINTER IS BETTER
BY THE FIRE

Higgins Energy is one of the oldest and largest fireplace shops
serving Central Massachusetts. Invest in the warmth and comfort
of your home & visit our beautiful showroom in Barre to see our
vast selection of quality stoves, fireplaces and fireplace inserts!

GET YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!GET YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Ready to get started creating your own cozy home this season? Visit
us online or stop by today to talk to one of our hearth professionals!
Ready to get started creating your own cozy home this season? Visit
us online or stop by today to talk to one of our hearth professionals!

BOXCAR BRICKS
“Toys, treasures & touch 
of adventure – just like 

the old days.”

PICK-A-BRICK!

2064 Main St., Three Rivers, MA 01080
boxcarbricks@gmail.com • www.facebook.com/boxcarbricks

413-813-5252

GAMING 
OUAMT 

1444 N. Main St • Palmer, MA 01069 
 413.231.3988 • ouamtgaming.com
1444 N. Main St • Palmer, MA 01069 
 413.231.3988 • ouamtgaming.com

@ouamtgaming 
 ouamtgaming.com

Leagues &Tournaments!

Weekly

Cards, collectibles, gaming,
and more...

Make a memory everyday

We are ready 
for your 
home and 
commercial 
interior needs
from touch ups
to full painting 
renovations!

413-813-7328413-813-7328

START YOUR INTERIOR PROJECTS TODAY!

RESERVE HARPER'S 
SERVICES TODAY!
No driveway too big 
or too small!

DETAIL
SHOVELING
AVAILABLE

SNOW IS COMING!!!

Call today for 
an estimate

413-544-2684

FULL INSURANCE  •  MASON HARPER

Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes

1446 N. Main St • Palmer, MA
413.289.0013 • diamondjunctionlanes.com

Candlepin bowling 

Birthday Parties

Tournaments & Leagues

Club Car Bar

Candlepin bowling 

Birthday Parties

Tournaments & Leagues

Club Car Bar
Blacklight Bowling 
Fri & Sat 9pm - 12am

$20 all you can bowl!

Blacklight Bowling 
Fri & Sat 9pm - 12am

$20 all you can bowl!

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  T h i s  p a s t 
Sunday, Sculpt Well Co. wel-
comed the public to its grand 
opening and ribbon cutting at 
its new location upstairs at 5 
North St.

Owner Karyn Petracone 
thanked everyone for attend-
ing the grand opening and 
expressed her gratitude for 
the support she received in 
making this space into the 
new home of her fitness and 
training studio.

During the grand opening, 
people were able to talk with 
Petracone about Sculpt Well 
Co. and what it has to offer, 
visit with health and well-
ness vendors, enjoy compli-
mentary food and beverag-
es, and take home prizes and 
giveaways.

Petracone started Sculpt 
Well Co. in the summer of 
2024, driven by a passion for 
fitness and wellness. 

“We offer a range of ser-
vices, including personalized 
training sessions, small group 
training, and a variety of 
large group classes,” she said. 

Petracone said the North 

Street location will provide 
a welcoming environment 
to her clients, and open up 
the possibility for new class 
offerings.

“There will be a little 
something for everyone! 
Clients can expect multiple 
classes at different times 
throughout the week in order 
to accommodate as many 
individuals as possible,” she 
said. “We will be introducing 
specialized classes like yoga, 
total body basics, and hybrid 
training to cater to various fit-
ness levels.”

Petracone said she decided 
to become a coach because of 
her love for fitness and help-
ing others. 

“ Wi t n e s s i n g  c l i e n t s 
make progress and improve 
their lives through fitness is 
incredibly rewarding, and I 
wanted to be a part of that 
journey,” she said.

Watching this transforma-
tion is her favorite part of her 
job, and seeing the changes 
that occur both physically 
and mentally on a person’s 
fitness journey.

“It’s inspiring to watch 
them overcome challenges 
and push their limits, gaining 
confidence along the way,” 

she said.
Petracone spoke about her 

own fitness journey and said 
she loves a mix of different 

activities to keep her active 
including strength training, 
running, yoga and “every-
thing in between.” She also 
enjoys hiking to connect with 
nature while getting a good 
workout in.

P e t r a c o n e 
said investing in 
your health and 
wellness leads to 
improved physi-
cal fitness, better 
mental health and 
enhanced over-
all well-being. It 
can reduce stress, 

increase energy levels, and 
even enhance productivity in 
daily life. 

Having a coach can pro-
vides accountability, person-
alized guidance, and motiva-
tion, she said. 

“A trainer can create a 
tailored program based on 
individual needs and goals, 
ensuring clients stay on track 
and make adjustments as 
needed,” she said. 

Since it was founded last 
year,  Sculpt Well Co. has 
hosted various community 
events, including a Memorial 
Day 5K held in Grenville 
Park, run clubs, a sunrise hike 
at Wachusett Mountain, and 
multiple class pop-ups and 
unique workshops. 

“We have also organized 
a team that ran Run To Home 

Base at Fenway Park this 
past year, which was truly an 
unforgettable moment that I 
was so fortunate to share with 
several other women in the 
community,” Petracone said.

Petracone said in the com-
ing year, she plans to expand 
Sculpt Well Co.’s class offer-
ing, collaborate with local 
wellness professionals, and 
host community events to 
promote health and fitness. 

“The possibilities are end-

celebrated grand opening
Sculpt Well Co.

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Sculpt Well Co. owner Karyn Petracone was ready to cut the ribbon at the 
grand opening of her location upstairs at 5 North St., Ware, with the help of 
her husband Joe and their children.

Sculpt Well Co. is located upstairs at 5 
North St. 

Please see SCULPT, 
page 15
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Tough second Tough second 
half hurts Warehalf hurts Ware

SPRINGFIELD – On Friday, Nov. 14 
on a crisp night at Duggan High School, 
Ware was not able to score any points in 
the second half as they suffered a 42-26 
loss against Putnam Vocational in Week 
10. Playing in a nonplayoff game for the 
second straight week, Ware would score 
late in the second half and trailed 28-26. 
The Indians then got a big interception 
from Dalton Marquis, in the final minute, 
but did not have enough time to drive down 
the field and score. In the second half, the 
offense was held down by Putnam as the 
Beavers added a couple of touchdowns to 
pad their lead. The Indians were scheduled 
to face Quaboag on Thanksgiving Eve.

Troy Dufresne attempts a pass as Jadrien Berthiaume makes a block.

Dalton Marquis is held as he goes after the ball. He came 
down with a one-hand interception late in the second 
quarter.

The Ware defense goes after the opposing ball carrier.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
The Ware offensive line gets ready for a play.

Jadrien 
Berthiaume 
goes for the 
onside kick.

BARRE – Coach Brian 
Young was pleased with 
the performance of his 
team at the recent district 
race earlier this month. 
Here is what Young had to 
say about the meet:

“It started early this 
summer when a small 
group of  young men 
would have parents drive 
them to different loca-
tions for training runs. 
T h e  Q u a b b i n  b oy s ’ 
cross-country team was 
on a mission to earn 
the right to run in the 
state meet, something 
that hadn’t been done in 
over 50 years. It’s not as 
big as the “Curse of the 
Bambino” in red sox lore 
but in the context of the 
cross-country program it 
was an issue. Individual 
runners had qualified in 
the past but to get to run 
with teammates in the 
most important race of 
the season is gratifying. 
As the season unfold-
ed for the boys the wins 
were not as large as the 
defeats, but the training 
continued on with coach 
Paul Goewey urging then 
onwards towards the Goal, 
State Meet. Runs were 
faster and longer, 10 to 
12 miles on Fridays were 
now normal as they got 
closer to the district race 
date of Nov. 8. When the 
team received its packet 
with lane assignment, box 
two, and bib numbers, 
was fate trying to mess 

Cross 
country 
performs 
at district 
race

Pioneers beat Smith in vocational tournament
PALMER – On Friday, 

Nov. 14, Pathfinder football 
picked up a Week 10 win 
over Smith Vocational 42-12. 

Pathfinder had multiple turn-
overs in the first half to get 
up fast in the game. The 
matchup was the first round 

of the vocational school 
football tournament, with 
Pathfinder advancing to face 
Cape Cod Regional Tech on 

Friday, Nov. 21. Highlights 
from that matchup will be in 
next week’s edition.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Dustyn Cook kicks off for the Pioneers.The Pioneers get a tackle of a kick returner on special 

teams.

Jarett Skowyra takes the snap for a 
point-after kick. The Pathfinder defensive line goes for the ball carrier.

FITCHBURG – On 
Fr iday,  Nov.  14 ,  the 
Quabbin Regional High 
School  foo tba l l  t eam 
picked up a win in Week 
10 over host Montachusett 
Tech 20-6. After allow-
ing the first touchdown of 
the game, Quabbin had 20 
unanswered points. Chase 
Talbot had a 60-yard kick 
return for a touchdown 
give Quabbin a 7-6 lead in 

the second quarter. Austin 
Holmes made a fumble 
recovery in the third quar-
ter and went 55 yard for 
a touchdown. Then Zakk 
Mielnicki had a quarter-
back keeper in the fourth 
quarter a four-yard touch-
down run. Quabbin was 
3-7 heading into their 
Thanksgiving Eve match-
up with rival Gardner High 
School.

Quabbin grabs third 
win in Week 10

Turley photo  by Gregory A. Scibelli
Zakk Mielnicki sends a pass attempt away.

SEE MORE QUABBIN 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 10.

Please see RACE, 
page 10
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Athlete of the Month

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

Our Family Our Family 
Cares Cares 

About Your About Your 
FamilyFamily

Very Competitive Rates • Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate • On-site Registry Processing

HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE

CONGRATULATIONS
ATHLETE!

413-967-3327
www.moultoninsurance.com

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

with the goal? 
With 175 runners lined 

up in an area the length of 
a football field the mass of 
runners would be running 
towards the panthers due to 
their starting box number. 
Runners had a quarter of 
a mile of wide open space 
before it would funnel into 
a trail and if you don’t get 
out fast enough you may 
get trapped behind a slow-
er moving runner and thus 
lose precious time in your 
quest to have fastest finish 
possible. As the gun sound-
ed and a mad dash occurred 
towards the t rai l  head 
Brendan Welch was with 
his target group. Brendan 
has been the top runner for 
the panthers. Co-Captains 
Senior Garrett Erickson and 
junior Jacob Bassett along 
with junior Brody Faucher, 
and sophomore Jack Orsini 
have been the top 5 runners 
for the team throughout the 
season. The course consist-
ed of 3 loops around an ath-
letic compound with base-
ball fields inside the course 

where teams had set up their 
tents before races occurred. 
As coach Goewey ran to 
various locations encourag-
ing his runners to move up 
they followed his instruc-
tion. As the exhausted run-
ners rounded the last corner 
before the straight 200 yards 
to the finish line, the run-
ners pushed themselves to 
pass others before the finish 
line. Brendan Welch would 
be first panther to cross 
the finish line placing 15th 
and earning a medal, top 
15 runners received them. 
Brody Faucher would outlast 
teammate Garett Erickson 
and came in together tak-
ing 52nd and 53rd places 
respectively. As the crowd 
grew around the finish line 
as family members and 
school friends and team-
mates gathered to watch the 
end of the race 2 more pan-
thers crossed that cherished 
line Jacob Bassett captured 
67th place and Jack Orsini 
took 72nd place to end the 
team scoring. For team 
results it’s the added score 
of your top 5 runners and 

the lower your score the bet-
ter your place. Lucas Proctor 
would also finish in 102nd 
place and Aiden Mahoney 
123rd place rounding out the 
panthers’ team. Waiting for 
results is almost as difficult 
as running the race as the 
exhausted team members 
waited together with coach 
Goewey word came in that 
they had accomplished their 
goal they earned 7th place 
and a ride to the state meet 
the following Saturday with 
another race at Willard Park 
at Devens. The 8th place 
team Southeastern Regional 
Voc Tech scored one more 
point and did not quali-
fy as a team. Jack Orsini 
of Quabbin beat Rocco 
Gardner of Southeastern 
Regional Voc tech at the 
wire and was the difference 
in the race for last qual-
ifying team spot in state 
meet. History will note the 
Panthers cross country team 
of 2025 is the first boy’s 
cross country team of this 
century to qualify for state 
meet, a goal to check off and 
on to the state meet.”

RACE from page 9

TROY DUFRESNE
Ware High School

Dufresne would lead Ware to a pair of 
touchdowns in their Week 9 matchup 
with Pathfinder, resulting in a win for 

the Indians.

To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 
or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley.com.

MIAA makes 
calendar 
change to 
start of fall

F R A N K L I N  – 
T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Interscholastic Athletic 
A s s o c i a t i o n  r e c e n t -
ly approved a couple of 
changes in their calendar, 
including codifying a prac-
tice that is already in place. 
The biggest change will 
be the start of the fall sea-
son for football preseason 
while two other changes 
were denied.

The Board of Directors 
voted to set the official 
start date of all fall sports, 
including football at two 
Mondays prior to Labor 
Day, beginning with the 
2026-2027 school year. 
In recent years, football 
would begin the Friday 
prior to that Monday with 
the rest of the sports begin-
ning two Mondays before 
Labor Day.

A  p r o p o s a l  w a s 
denied to delay the start 
of winter preseason to 
the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving. Right now, 
pract ices immediately 
begin on Monday after 
Thanksgiving. The propos-
al sought to give an admin-
istrative day for schools to 
prepare for the winter sea-
son.

A n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l 
denied was for all postsea-
son tournament brackets to 
be released exclusively on 
weekdays, with the excep-
tion of the football brack-
ets, which are released on 
the Sunday after Week 8 
games conclude.

The final accepted pro-
posal was establishing a 
firm date for the end of all 
spring athletic seasons to 
be no later than the third 
Sunday in June, to coin-
cide with the end of the 
academic year. It ensures 
that all postseason play 
and championship would 
take place on a consistent 
timeline each year. This is 
the current practice so no 
noticeable change will be 
seen on the current MIAA 
calendar.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville 
League

WARE – It is week 12 
of the Wednesday Night 
Bondsville League at Roll-A-
Way Lanes. 

During week 12, Team 
UMass bowled against Fire 
Mountain on lanes three and 
four of Roll-A-Way Lanes. 
In game one, Fire Mountain 
defeated Team UMass with 
a score of 469-455. Gary 
Delisle of Fire Mountain 
bowled the highest game in 
game one with a 109. 

In game two, Team UMass 
won by a score of 487-441. 
In game three, Fire Mountain 
defeated Team UMass by a 
score of 502-470. Delisle fin-
ished the match by bowling 
111. With Fire Mountain’s 
32-point victory in game 
three, the final score ended at 
a tie, 1412-1412. 

Zeke’s Freaks bowled 
against Cannonballs during 
week twelve. In game one, 
Zeke’s Freaks won by a score 
of 480-455. Micah Hinkley of 
Cannonballs bowled the high-
est game with a 129, but the 
team fell short against Zeke’s 
Freaks. 

In  game two,  Zeke’s 
Freaks won again by a score 
of 470-432. The third and 
final game was a close one 
as Cannonballs won by one 
point, 450-449. Zeke’s Freaks 
won total pinfall with a final 
score of 1399-1337. 

Spare Parts Bud bowled 
against Night Hawks in week 
twelve. In game one, Night 
Hawks  were  v ic to r ious 
by a score of 473-453. Lee 
Robinson of Night Hawks 
began the match with 122. 

In game two, Night Hawks 
won again by a score of 498-
459. Gavin Sinclair came out 
strong by bowling a 158. His 
father, Darryl Sinclair, had a 
good game as well with 131. 

In game three,  Night 
Hawks won again for a three-
game sweep over Spare Parts 
Bud, 484-427. Sinclair fin-
ished with a 150 and bowled 
his best series of the season, 

411 (103, 158, 150). The final 
score was 1455-1339 in favor 
of Night Hawks. 

Sandri bowled against 
Slow Burners in week twelve. 
In game one, Sandri was vic-
torious by a score of 489-472. 
Sue Horton of Sandri began 
the match by bowling a 133. 

In game two, Sandri won 
again by a score of 515-502. 
Horton had another good 
game during Sandri’s win, 
130. 

In game three, Sandri won 
to sweep the Slow Burners, 
521-467. Horton finished with 
a 112 and a series of 375. 
Rich Picotte of Sandri had a 
strong finish with 135 and a 
series of 364. The final score 
was 1525-1441 in favor of 
Sandri. 

P&J Meats bowled against 
The Snappers in week twelve. 
In game one, P&J Meats won 
by a score of 480-447. Shaun 
Midura of P&J Meats began 
with 119. Kevin Krasnecky of 
Snappers bowled well in game 
one with 121. 

In game two, Snappers 
were victorious by a score of 
449-430. Krasnecky had the 
highest game on his team with 
107. 

In game three, Snappers 
won by a score of 478-455. 
Krasnecky finished with 124 
and a series of 352. The final 
score was 1374-1365 in favor 
of Snappers. 

The Flaming Bowling 
Balls bowled against Ironmen 
in week twelve. In game one, 
Ironmen won by a score of 
445-434. Billy Brunk of 
Ironmen had the best game 
with 114. 

In game two, Ironmen won 
again by a score of 504-489. 
Three out of four members of 
Ironmen scored in the 120s, 
with Pete Swistak having the 
highest game of 126. 

In game three, Ironmen 
won by a score of 464-462. 
The game came down to the 
last ball as Ryan McCarthy of 
Flaming Bowling Balls was 
working on a spare needed a 
strike fill to win the game by 
one; he dropped seven. 

Swistak finished with a 
118 and a three-game series 
of 342. The final score was 
1413-1385  in  favor  o f 
Ironmen. 

Candlepin League News

SPRINGFIELD -  The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(3-10-2-1) rode a magnificent 
night from their goaltender to 
a 2-0 shutout victory over the 
Utica Comets (2-9-2-1) on 
Friday night inside a sold-out 
MassMutual Center.

An unlikely source got the 
T-Birds onto the scoresheet 
just 4:04 into the period, as 
defenseman Leo Loof made a 
wise read from the defensive 
zone, jumping into a rush to 
create a 2-on-1 attack. With 
Jakub Stancl crashing the net 
from the left-wing side, Loof 
used the shooting lane avail-
able to him, snapping a wris-
ter over Nico Daws’ blocker, 
giving Springfield the one-

goal edge off setups from 
Hugh McGing and Nikita 
Alexandrov.

Georgi Romanov got the 
nod in the T-Birds’ goal 
crease and answered the bell 
in the opening 20 minutes, 
making eight stops while 
his defense in front of him 
limited Utica’s high-danger 
chances.

The middle period did not 
produce much in the way 
of chances, but the Comets 
made a strong push in the 
final minutes of the frame, 
and Romanov was forced to 
be at his best with a handful 
of saves off redirections. The 
netminder also got some for-
tunate luck on one occasion 

as a Mike Hardman deflec-
tion attempt glanced off the 
underside of the crossbar, but 
stayed out. 

Springfield also killed off 
one Utica power play attempt 
in the later stages of the sec-
ond, while Utica went 2-for-
2 to begin its night on the 
penalty kill, including 1:16 
of power play time for the 
T-Birds at the start of the 
third. The Comets relentless-
ly pressured the Springfield 
net throughout the third, but 
Romanov had answers time 
and time again. Utica fin-
ished the game with 33 shots, 
but Romanov had stops on 
every one.

Thunderbirds score win over Utica

Quabbin grabs third win in Week 10
Chase 
Talbot 
looks to 
return the 
kickoff.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Wes Sanderson enters the pack.

sports@turley.com
Send Us Your Sports Photos!
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The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH  at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• WARE, MASSACHUSETTS •

7 Dugan Road     WARE, MA
To be Sold on the Premises

4 ROOM / 1 BEDROOM
2 STORY

CAPE STYLE HOME 
WITH

ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jonathan C. Sapirstein

Of the Firm of Sapirstein & Sapirstein, PC
1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA

Terms of Sale: $7,500.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

Features:
• 2 Story Cape Style Home • ±1/2 Acre of Land •

• Total of (4) Rooms w/ (1) Bedroom & (1) Bathroom •
• ±848 S/F of Finished Area • Oil FWA Heat •

• Full Basement • Enclosed Porch • Vinyl Siding •
• Hardwood Floors • Map ID: 9-0-114 • Zoned: RR •

★ ONE CAR ATTACHED GARAGE ★

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to applyClean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts
Shed, Pool & 

Hot Tub Removals
Arthur “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

PARK SAW SHOP 
LOGGING • ARBORIST • SAFETY

 Shipping Can Be Arranged
RENTALS AVAILABLE

Mon-Fri 6:30am-4pm • Sat 7am-Noon

1292 PARK ST.
PALMER, MA 01069

1-800-232-6132
(413) 544-9027

sis of the bank building to 
see if it is capable of housing 
a modern-day police station 
that is aligned with mod-
ern standards. Ferrera also 
acknowledged the fact that 
the bank building is also a 
building that has aged over-
time. 

“This study is looking at 
a building that has aged,” 
Ferrera said.

When asked about which 
firms will conduct the study, 
Ferrera said he believed 
Tecton could be one of the 
firms. The current Building 
Commissioner in town has 
not given input on the bank 
building yet. 

The town has been talking 
about a need for a new police 
station for years, according 
to the public, and many are 
aware that the current loca-
tion in the Town Hall is dete-
riorating. 

If article 12 is approved, 
the study on the bank build-
ing would also have to be 
consulted with the state. The 
building would have to meet 
state requirements as well. 

Raymond Kopacko came 
up to speak on the proposal 
that is in front of the town. 
Kopacko looked at the down-
sides and upsides of doing 
the study if article 12 was 
approved. 

“It’s information gath-
ering,” Kopacko said. “The 
study will tell us if we can 
proceed.” 

The results of the study 
would help the residents and 
town officials figure out what 
they would be gaining if 
building does get refurbished 
into a police station. 

Many residents discussed 
the options that were brought 
up during the three Public 
Safety Complex informa-
tional meetings and how they 
are not in favor of having a 
building built that may cost 
over $30 million. 

Article 12 passed with a 
vote of 86-35. 

Article 13 asked voters to 
transfer $53,000 from Free 
Cash to pay for and con-

duct a study on Fire Station 
A located at 1012 Main St. 
The purpose of this study is 
to potentially renovate and 
add-on to the existing station. 

Article 13 passed with a 
vote of 64-46. 

Lights at middle/
high school

Article 23 asked voters to 
transfer $60,000 from Free 
Cash for the town’s por-
tion of the capital expense 
for replacing the existing 
stadium lights and adding 
lights to the tennis courts at 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School. 

Quaboag Superintendent 
Stephen Duff spoke on this 
article and acknowledged the 
incentives the school district 
has gotten to help pay for 
upgrades to the school build-
ings. With these incentives, 
there has been no cost to the 
town and Duff expressed 
appreciation for these incen-
tives. 

The current condition of 
the stadium lights is oper-
ating at 60% and additional 
lighting is needed near the 
tennis courts at the school. 
Duff mentioned that these 
tennis courts are not only 
school use but also used a lot 
by community members. 

“Make them more usable 
for the residents within the 
town,” Duff said. 

T h e  t ow n  o f  We s t 
Brookfield will also be con-
tributing to pay for this proj-
ect.

The article passed by a 
vote of 96-14. 

Cutter Park improvements
Article 25 asked voters to 

transfer $30,000 from Free 
Cash to Parks and Recreation 
Capital Stabilization for 
the use of expanding and 
improving Cutter Park. Sue 
Ramsey of Warren Parks & 
Recreation explained that 
they are in the design phase 
for Cutter Park and the 
department wants to start a 
capital plan and put money 
aside for future expansion on 
amenities and improvements 
to the park. 

The article passed by a 
vote of 89-25. 

Reconsidered votes
Article 5 on the warrant 

was voted on two occasions 
during the town meeting. The 
article asked voters to trans-
fer $5,336.10 from Free Cash 
to pay a prior fiscal year bill 
from Van Pool Transportation 
LLC for the transportation 
costs associated with an out-
of-district vocational student. 

This article required a 
9/10 majority vote in order to 
pass. This article did not pass 
the first time it was consid-
ered, reaching a of 82-25.

Voters were asked to 
reconsider the article and 
Ferrera explained that this 
article appeared on the war-
rant for the Annual Town 
Meeting back in June and 
that the bill needs to be paid 
and that the town will incur 
legal fees if it is not.  

This article also impacts 
the transfer service for the 
out-of-district student, who 
relies on van pool transporta-
tion service. 

In its second vote, article 
5 passed by a vote of 104-10. 

Article 15 passed in the 
original vote, but towards 
the end of the Special Town 
Meeting, it was brought up 
to be reconsidered. The arti-
cle asked voters to amend 
the town’s General Bylaw, 
Article II, Town Meetings, 
Section 1. 

The edit would be that the 
Annual Town Election would 
be held on the first Tuesday 
in May. Also, the Annual 
Town Meeting would be held 
on the second Tuesday in 
June. 

The purpose of the date 
change is to have town 
officials attend the annu-
al  meet ing for  Central 
Massachusetts  Regional 
Planning Commission, which 
falls on the same date as the 
Annual Town Meeting. The 
town works with CMRPC on 
grant-funded projects. 

The Finance Committee 
did not recommend this arti-
cle.

The second vote on arti-

cle 15 was taken and did not 
pass. This means the dates 
of the Annual Town Election 
and Annual Town Meeting 
will stay the same. 

Shepard Building articles
There were a couple arti-

cles regarding improvements 
in the Shepard Municipal 
Building, located at 48 High 
St. Article 7 asked voters to 
transfer $83,000 from Free 
Cash to pay for the replace-
ment of one of the current 
ou t -of -serv ice  inc l ined 
wheelchair lifts. 

This replacement would 
allow town offices to be 
accessible to the public and 
comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Article 8 asked voters to 
transfer $60,000 from Free 
Cash to pay for the removal 
of the existing delaminated 
translucent window panels 
at the Shepard Municipal 
Building. If approved, the 
panels will be replaced with 
a new clear glass insulated 
insert and all cost incidental 
and related thereto, including 
but not limited to the rental 
of an aerial life. 

Ferrera said there are 24 
windows to address with this 
project. The current panels 
at the Shepard Building are 
“bowing out” and need to be 
fixed. 

Both articles regarding the 
improvements to the Shepard 
Municipal Building passed.

Senior Center article
Article 9 asked voters to 

transfer $30,000 from Free 
Cash for engineering and 
bidding services for the pur-
pose of installing new or 
grading the existing duct 
work at the Senior Center. 

This project at the Senior 
Center is for engineering ser-
vices to get a bid and scope 
of what the work will be. The 
article passed by a vote of 
61-41. 

Police and Fire articles
Article 16 asked voters to 

transfer $36,626 from Free 
Cash for the second half of 
a purchase of a new Ford 
Hybrid Police Interceptor 
with up-fitting costs includ-
ed. Police Chief Gerald 
Millette explained that this 
is the second part of the pur-
chase of a new Interceptor. 

The article passed by a 
vote of 96-22. This article 
is also tied to Article 17, 
where the town will approve 
the transfer from Police 
Cruiser Replacement Capital 
Stabilization, the sum of 
$35,000 for the purchase of 
the new Ford Hybrid Police 
Interceptor. This article also 
passed. 

Article 18 asked voters to 
transfer $11,800 from Free 
Cash for the replacement of 
three patrol cruiser MDT tab-
let computers that will soon 
not be able to support the lat-
est version of Windows. 

Millette explained that 
these computers are used 
inside the police cruisers and 
the current ones are due to be 
replaced and will not support 
the latest Windows version. 
This article also passed. 

Article 19 was on the 
replacement of the kitchen 
stove at Fire Station A in 
Warren. The town voted to 
transfer $1,500 from Free 
Cash to replace the kitchen 
stove, which is over 20 years 
old and beyond its useful 
lifespan. 

Town Hall bell and 
chime system

The Board of Selectmen 
sponsored article 14, which 
asked voters to transfer 
$20,000 from Free Cash to 
pay for a new bell and chime 
system for the Town Hall. 
This will include upgrades to 
the electrical wiring and the 
disposal of the old system. 

Ferrera shared informa-
tion with the public regarding 
this article and it was on a 
previous warrant sometime 
last year. The town is getting 
sued by a resident regarding 
this particular article. Ferrera 
could not speak on the spe-
cifics regarding the litigation 
but said “the town is getting 
sued over a noise complaint.” 

Ferrera said that the sys-
tem is currently turned off. 

Article 14 was defeated 
by a vote of 25-88. 

STM from page 1

It has been quite a jour-
ney for the Warren Public 
Library, which still serves 
the public to this day. 
Members of the library 
board have confirmed the 
following events to be a 
part of the 150th year mile-
stone.

150th celebration events
The  Warren  Publ ic 

Library will host an open 
house  ce lebra t ion  on 
Saturday, Jan. 17 from 4-7 
p.m. The library has invit-
ed notables and town offi-
cials to attend this great cel-
ebration and there will be 
refreshments provided by 
the library. 

Fo r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 
there will be a cellist play-
ing music during the open 
house. This event is a 
kickoff celebration for the 
Warren Public Library’s 
150th anniversary. 

On Saturday, Feb. 7 at 
3:30 p.m., Barbara Larkin 
will give a presentation 

at the library on Nellie 
Northrop. The library had 
found a diary by Northrop 
and the presentation will 
feature stories from that 
diary. 

Some may include sto-
ries about what life was like 
living in Warren around the 
time the library was incor-
porated. 

On Saturday, March 
7, there will be presenta-
tion on Lucy Stone at the 
Warren Senior Center, 2252 
Main St., West Warren at 
3:30 p.m. Judith Black will 
portray Stone in a reenact-
ment. 

On Thursday, April 9 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Warren 
Senior Center, local author 
and historian Ed Londergan 
will give a presentation on 
Revolutionary War General, 
Joseph Warren, the man 
Warren is named after. The 
town was originally called 
Western when it was found-
ed in 1741, but in 1834 it 
was incorporated as Warren. 

On Saturday, May 9 
from 3:30-5 p.m.,  the 

Senior Center will wel-
come Diane Edgecomb for 
a presentation of Fun with 
Fairytales. 

Jeff Robbins will give a 
presentation on the History 
of Commerce and Industry 
of Warren on Thursday, 
May 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Warren Senior Center.  

For June, there will be 
some fun children’s activi-
ties as summer reading will 
begin. The theme for sum-
mer reading is “Unearth a 
Story.” Summer Reading’s 
kickoff event is called Dino 
Adventures and will be held 
on Saturday, June 27 at 1 
p.m. 

Be a part of history as 
the Warren Public Library 
celebrates 150 years. It 
is truly a gift to have this 
amazing library in the cen-
ter of the community. 

For more information, 
visit the Warren Public 
Library, call 413-436-7690 
or email warrenpublicli-
brary@hotmail.com. 

LIBRARY from page 1 Weir River Jazz 
presents free 
holiday concerts

HARDWICK –  Wei r 
River Jazz will  present 
“Tunes for the Tinsel,” a big 
band concert in the sanctu-
ary of the Stone Church 
Cultural Center on Route 32 
in Gilbertville on Sunday, 
Dec.7 at 2 p.m. 

All are welcome to join 
them to hear the great sounds 
of a traditional Big Band 
with their version of popular 
seasonal melodies. Or if you 
prefer a different setting, join 
the band on Saturday Dec. 
13 at 2 p.m. for “Trimmings 
for the Tree,” presented at 
Workshop13 in Ware.  

Both programs are open 
to the public and there is 
no charge for admission. 
Reservations are suggested 
for Workshop13 as seats go 
quickly there.

HARDWICK – Come 
to the Paige Memorial 
L ibrary,  87  Pe tersham 
Road, for the weekly Story 
Hour with art and science 
activities, the Paige Book 
Club, the Cookbook Club, 
Celebrate Hardwick, the 
ongoing Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library book 
sale, the Paige Writers, and 
the recently formed Movie 
Festival Committee.

The Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library are host-
ing a Boxwood Christmas 
Tree Workshop on Tuesday, 
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at the Town 
House. 

The arrangements will be 

12 to 14 inches tall and will 
stay green and fresh for an 
extended period, if watered. 
They would be perfect hol-
iday decorations, charming 
gifts for hostesses or home-
bound friends, and they 
could last until Valentine’s 
Day. Hartman’s Herb Farm, 
1026 Old Dana Road, Barre 
will provide instruction and 
all necessary materials, but 
you may bring your own 
ornaments to make it more 
personal. Register by call-
ing 413-477-6704 or email-
ing paigelibrary.hardwick@
gmail.com and by paying 
$35 to the Friends of the 
Paige Memorial Library.

Paige Memorial Library 
lists upcoming events
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Ware Police Log
During the week of Nov. 

18-25,  the  Ware Pol ice 
Department responded to 
25 miscellaneous calls, 23 
administrative calls, seven 
traffic violations, 14 emer-
gency 911 calls, six motor 
vehicle accidents, two thefts/
larcenies, three breaking and 
enterings, two trespasses, one 
fraud/deception, two damage/
vandalisms, nine animal calls 
and 41 motor vehicle stops in 
the town of Ware.

Tuesday, Nov. 18
6:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, East  Main Street , 
Citation/Warning Issued

6:35 a.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, Church 
Street, Report Made

7:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, South Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:45 a.m. Abandoned 
911 Call ,  North Street , 
Investigated

8:45 p.m. Traffic Violation, 
West Street, Arrest Made

Wednesday, Nov. 19
7 : 2 6  a . m .  M o t o r 

Vehicle Stop, Main Street, 
Investigated

2:04 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Assist 
Given

2:31 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, West Street, Assist 
Given

2:54 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, Route 32, Assist 
Given

3:01 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, West Main Street, Could 
Not Locate

5:24 p.m. DUI/Impaired, 
Palmer Road, Arrest Made

8:34 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, East Street, Advised

Thursday, Nov. 20
6:44 a.m. Abandoned 

911 Call ,  Laurel Drive, 
Investigated

7:50 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

12:19 p .m.  Trespass /
Unwanted,  Belcher town 
Road, Services Rendered

5 p.m. Damage/Vandalism, 
Greenwich Plains Road, 
Services Rendered

8:55 p.m. Breaking an 
Entering/Burglary,  High 
Street, Report Made

Friday, Nov. 21
1:53 a.m. Suspicious, West 

Street, Investigated
8:45 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Main Street, Report 
Made

9:05 a.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Main Street, Assist 
Given

11:01 a.m. Breaking and 
Entering/Burglary, North 
Street, Services Rendered

5:20 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Report 
Made

Saturday, Nov. 22
3:17 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 

Morse Avenue, Advised
3 : 3 7  p . m .  F r a u d /

Deception,  West  Street , 
Advised

4:58 p.m. Theft/Larceny, 
Nor th  S t r ee t ,  Se rv i ces 
Rendered

7:24 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, High Street, Dispatch 
Handled

7 :57  p .m .  Moto r 

Veh ic le  S top ,  Ross 
Avenue, Investigated

Sunday, Nov. 23
9:15 a.m. Damage/

Vandalism, Greenwich 
Road, Investigated

1:57 p .m.  Traffic 
I n c i d e n t / C r a s h , 
Hardwick Pond Road, 
Report Made

2:29 p.m. Warrant 
Service, Park Street, 
Arrest Made

10:18 p.m. Traffic 
Incident/Crash, South 
Street, Report Made

Monday, Nov. 24
4:19 p.m. Trespass/

Unwanted, Maple Street, 
Advised

5:23 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, Church Street, 
Dispatch Handled

8:13 p.m. Abandoned 
911 Call, West Main 
Street, Could Not Locate

8:21 p.m. Assist Other 
Agency, East Street, 
Investigated

Tuesday, Nov. 25
1 2 : 5 8  a . m . 

Disturbance/Nuisance, 
Church Street, Advised

Hardwick Police Log

Editor’s Note: People in 
this country are presumed to 
be innocent until found guilty 
in a court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the information 
you read on this page as 
public record information. 
If you or any suspect list-
ed here is found not guilty 
or has charges dropped or 
reduced, we will gladly print 
that information as a fol-
low-up upon being presented 
with documented proof of the 
court’s final disposition.

public safety

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Nesco salesiNc.
COMPLETE AUTO BODY CENTER

• Collision Specialists
• Free Estimates (By Appointment)

• We Help with Insurance Claims!
• Expert Color Matching

We Make It Easy For You! RS #1688

413-283-6403

89 1/2 State Street, Bondsville, MA 01009
www.nescoautobody.com

Warren Police Log
D u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  o f 

Nov. 1-8, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 146 
building/property checks, one 
community policing, 17 emer-
gency 911 calls, four motor 
vehicle accidents, one harass-
ment, one threat, one vandal-
ism, one burglary, five com-
plaints, one animal call and 
35 motor vehicle stops in the 
town of Warren.

Saturday, Nov. 1
8:48 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 

South Street, Transported to 
Hospital

11:42 a.m. Abdominal/
Back Pain, Bemis Road, 
Transported to Hospital

11:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Reed Street, No 
Transport Required

1 2 : 2 3  p . m .  Tr a u m a , 
S o u t h b r i d g e  R o a d , 
Transported to Life Flight

12:30 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Old West  Warren Road, 
Mutual Aid Transport

12:43 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Misdial,  Heritage Drive, 
Officer Spoke to Party

2 : 3 0  p . m .  B u rg l a r y /
Breaking and Entering, North 
Street, Report Filed

6 : 0 5  p . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Accident, Old West 
Brookfield Road, Report Filed

8:07 p .m.  Suspic ious 
P e r s o n ,  K e y s  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

9:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Southbridge Road, 
Prisoner Bailed

Sunday, Nov. 2
10:47 a .m.  Breathing 

Difficul ty,  Dean Street , 
Transported to Hospital

11:09 a.m. Complaint, 
S o u t h b r i d g e  R o a d , 
Information Taken

12:22 p.m. Complaint, 
Whiskey Hill, Officer/Chief 
Advised

1:34 p.m. Falls, Milton O. 
Fountain Way, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

1:45 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ware Road, Citation 
Issued

2:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ware Road, Written 
Warning

3:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Ware Road, Criminal 
Complaint

Monday, Nov. 3
6:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Old West Brookfield 
Road, Removed to Court/
Lockup

8 : 2 3  a . m .  M o t o r 
Vehicle Accident, Old West 
Brookfield Road, Report Filed

11:26 a.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Spring Street, Ambulance 
Signed Refusal

1:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Brimfield Road, Written 
Warning

3:53 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Chapel Street, Transported to 
Hospital

4 p.m. Complaint, Sarty 
Road, Area Search Negative

7:21 p.m. Sick/Dizzy, 
Spring Street, Transported to 
Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 4
2:30 a .m.  Suspic ious 

Ve h i c l e ,  R e e d  S t r e e t , 
Investigated

5:40 p.m. Erratic Operator, 
Main Street, Report Filed

6:44 p.m. Disturbance/
D i s o r d e r l y,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road, Transported 
to Hospital

8:31 p.m. Complaint, Old 
Douglas Road, Information 
Given

9:45 p.m. Harassment, 
Milton O. Fountain Way, 
Report Filed

Wednesday, Nov. 5
5:08 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Liberty Street, 
Transported to Hospital

5:35 a.m. Complaint, Old 
Douglas Road, Officer Spoke 
to Party

4:38 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Old West Warren Road, 
Written Warning

Thursday, Nov. 6
11:24 a.m. Abdominal/

Back Pain, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

3:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Friday, Nov. 7
2:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, South Street, Written 
Warning

2:47 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

4:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

5:01 p.m. Assist Other 
Police Department, Brimfield 
Road, Report Filed

5 : 3 3  p . m .  T h r e a t s , 
Brimfield Road, Report Filed

5:53 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

6:39 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:05 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Pleasant Street, Written 
Warning

7:22 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

7:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

8:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

9:16 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Saturday, Nov. 8
12:48 a .m.  Breathing 

D i f f i c u l t y ,  O l d  We s t 
Brookfield Road, Transported 
to Hospital

11:23 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

11:52 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

4:27 p.m. Vandalism, Old 
West Brookfield Road, Report 
Filed

5:50 p.m. Gunshots, Old 
West Brookfield Road, Area 
Search Negative

During the week of Nov. 
17-24, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 59 building/
property checks, 50 directed/
area patrols, 19 radar assign-
ments, two traffic controls, 
seven emergency 911 calls, 
four citizen assists, one inves-
tigation, one scam, one larce-
ny/theft/shoplifting, one fire, 
one motor vehicle accident, 
four complaints, three animal 
calls and 11 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Hardwick.

Monday, Nov. 17
8:22 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Lower Road, Officer Handled
6:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Lower Road, Merge

Tuesday, Nov. 18
4:54 p.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Crash, Hardwick 
Road, Services Rendered

6 p.m. 911 Animal Call, 

U p p e r  C h u r c h  S t r e e t , 
Negative Contact

7:51 p.m. Medical Alarm, 
H a r d w i c k  P o n d  R o a d , 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 19
8:57 p.m. 911 Complaint, 

Bridge Street, Peace Restored

Thursday, Nov. 20
10:22 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Unknown Locat ion,  No 
Action Required

4:45 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Main Street, Investigated

5:10 p.m. Scam, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

5:44 p.m. Larceny/Theft/
Shoplifting, Clapp Road, 
Report Taken

Friday, Nov. 21
12:26 p.m. Investigation, 

Clapp Road, Officer Handled
2:26 p.m. Assist Citizen, 

Telephone, Spoken To

Saturday, Nov. 22
12:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

1:40 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Muddy Brook 
Road, Death/Unattended

7:42 p.m. 911 Fire/Illegal 
Burn, High Street, Spoken To

Sunday, Nov. 23
2 : 3 2  a . m .  P a r k i n g 

Complaint,  Main Street, 
Written Warning

2 : 5 4  a . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint,  High Street , 
Written Warning

3 : 0 7  a . m .  P a r k i n g 
Complaint, Taylor Street, 
Written Warning

10:07 a.m. Welfare Check, 
Dow Road, Officer Handled

7:23 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Patrill Hollow 
Road, Transported to Hospital

tion of new technology mean 
important medical advanc-
es take too long to reach 
patients.”

Here are some ways to 
make Inciteful Med work for 
you:

• Given a new diagnosis? 
Ask Inciteful Med about the 
symptoms associated with 
your diagnosis and if the 
symptoms could be associated 
with a different condition.

• Prescribed a new medi-
cation? Ask Inciteful Med if 
the drug has been shown to be 
an effective treatment for your 
condition.

• Concerned about the 

safety of a vaccine? Ask it to 
show you the latest studies.

• Experiencing a side effect 
after a medical procedure or 
medication? Ask whether 
what you’re experiencing is 
a known side effect and what 
the risks are.

• Interested in finding out 
if there are new treatments for 
your condition? Ask Inciteful 
Med to tell you about any 
recent advances or clinical tri-
als.

In addition to answering 
your initial questions, the 
website returns a number of 
related questions you may 
want to ask, letting you delve 
further into the research.

I often talk about making 

the most of the time you have 
with your doctor – coming 
prepared with written ques-
tions and specific concerns. 
Taking a few minutes to do 
research on IncitefulMed.com 
could give you a place to start 
the conversation with your 
providers.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, R.N., 
a registered nurse and board-certi-
fied patient advocate, is the founder of 
www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com, 
which trains medical professionals to 
become successful private patient advo-
cates.  A Monson, MA resident, she is 
the author of “How to Be a Healthcare 
Advocate for Yourself & Your Loved 
Ones” and her new book, “Advocating 
Well: Strategies for Finding Strength and 
Understanding in Health Care,” available 
at Amazon.com.   Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com to set up 
a free phone consultation.

HEALTH from page 4
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obituary
Death notice

Elliott, Leslie Bates
Died Nov. 18, 2025

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Popular wine __ 

Spumante
  5. Greatly impressed
 11. __ and that
 12. Uttered with passion
 16. Boats
 17. Veteran actor Harris
 18. Casserole with game
 19. Reprehensible acts
 24. They precede C
 25. Says under one’s 

breath
 26. Taxis
 27. It transfers genetic 

info
 28. NFL great Randy
 29. Where college 

students sleep
 30. Major European river
 31. Taco condiment
 33. -frutti
 34. Polish city
 38. Astronomy unit

 39. Khoikhoin peoples
 40. Bears QB Williams
 43. Scrambled, fried, 

boiled
 44. Price indicators
 45. One-time world 

power
 49. When you hope to 

get somewhere
 50. Farm building
 51. Choose carefully
 53. Magnum was one
 54. One who combines
 56. Nursemaids
 58. Partner to Pa
 59. Notable river
 60. Officially honors
 63. Colorless compound
 64. A fancy chair
 65. Email function

CLUES DOWN
  1. The central area in a 

building

  2. Religion of Japan
  3. Leggings
  4. Officially distributes
  5. Arabian Sea seaport
  6. Spanish doctors
  7. It cools your house
  8. Currency of Poland
  9. Slowly moves into
 10. Days (Spanish)
 13. Unit of volume
 14. Emit
 15. With two replaceable 

hydrogens
 20. Title for a man
 21. Equally
 22. Scarlett’s home
 23. One-time tech titan
 27. Subway dwellers
 29. One-tenth of a liter
 30. Central European river
 31. Distress signal
 32. Expression of 

sympathy
 33. The bill in a restaurant

 34. Football equipment
 35. Dance music
 36. Russian river
 37. Cosmetics giant Mary 

__
 38. Gym class
 40. Automobiles
 41. Roman honorific
 42. Losses in sports
 44. Skin tone in summer
 45. Distant planet
 46. Critical humor
 47. Illegally obtained
 48. Go back over
 50. Home appliance brand
 51. Unit of radioactivity
 52. Home of the Flyers
 54. Short official note
 55. Emit coherent radiation
 57. Anno Domini (in the 

year of Our Lord)
 61. Most common noble 

gas (abbr.)
 62. Toward

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

A Guide to Safe(r) Computing
For $20, learn: 
• Passwords— How to create them and keep 

them safe 
• Social Engineering— What is it? How to avoid 

falling for it. 
• Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it. 
• Fake emails and websites—How to spot them. 
• How to I know if I have been hacked and what 

to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm 
Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library 

www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600 
to reserve your spot today! 

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

upwards of 20%.
“At 18%, an increase to 

our health insurance both 
for our employees and retir-
ees is around $900,000,” 
Beckley said.

Beckley said this is 
the last year the town will 
receive state grant assis-
tance for dispatching ser-
vices from Westcomm 
Regional Dispatch, which 
will increase by $90,000 to 
about $180,000.

Beckley said at this 
time, there could be a bud-
get gap of $300,000 for the 
next fiscal year due to the 
approximately $1.6 million 
increase in expenses.

“We need to wait until 
the Governor’s budget 
comes out, and we see local 
receipts,” he said. “It’s just 
an indication of as we start 
the budget process at the 
end of December, how con-
servative we’ll have to be.”

Beckley said the town is 
in a “very stable” position 
in terms of its reserves. He 
said there is over $2.5 mil-
lion in stabilization funds.

Wood spoke about a 
need to take a deeper look 
at school department sala-
ries, as the district is hav-
ing difficulty hiring staff at 
all levels at the current pay 
rates. 

Selectboard member Ken 
Willette, who also serves 
on the Finance Committee, 
spoke about the long-term 
impact of an underride that 
was passed at town meeting 
several years ago.

“The underride has an 
impact on what we are able 
to spend, year over year,” 
Willette said. “It ends up as 
a loss of dollars in the town 
budget.”

F inance  Commi t t ee 
Chair Richard Fly said 
the underride hurts the 
town’s budget each year.  
“It was a bad idea then; it’s 
a bad idea now,” Fly said. 

Infrastructure Review 
Committee update

Infrastructure Review 
Committee Chair Matt 
Palladino and Willette (who 
also serves on that commit-
tee), presented an action 
plan to address improve-
ments to the town’s water 
system.

Willette said a survey 
will be created and shared 
with water system subscrib-
ers by Dec. 15. The data 

will be utilized to identify 
the areas of impact across 
the water system.

Wi l l e t t e  s a i d  t h e 
Selectboard and committee 
will investigate alternatives 
to be instituted in six-18 
months to provide a consis-
tent supply of water with no 
discoloration.

“This would include 
looking at kiosk-style filtra-
tions systems, in-home res-
idential filtration systems, 
in-home portable filtration 
pitchers and other possible 
solutions,” he said.

The action plan also 
pledges to provide updates 
to the system’s subscribers.

The committee will con-
tinue to review the reha-
bilitation of the two water 
tanks, and develop a strat-
egy to get the two capped 
wells into service directly, 
and taking the earthen-floor 
aquifer offline. 

The committee will also 
work to identify where cast 
iron distribution piping 
exists. 

The plan also states 
t h e  S e l e c t b o a r d  a n d 
Inf ras t ruc ture  Review 
Committee will hold joint 
meetings at least twice 
each fiscal year to provide 
updates as necessary.

Palladino said i t  is 
impor tan t  to  increase 
awareness of improvements 
being made to the water 
system to its subscribers. 

T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 
approved the action plan for 
the water system.

Concerns of citizens
Resident and former 

Selectboard member Keith 
Kruckas brought up execu-
tive meeting minutes from 
the last meeting he was 
involved with as a board 
member in March 2024 
to finalize an audit of the 
town’s accounting depart-
ment.

“It was supposed to be 
done previously and voted 
on years before and it took 
six years somehow to get to 
be in place,” Kruckas said 
of the audit, which would 
look at Fire Department 
spending and reimburse-
ments.

K r u c k a s  s a i d  t h a t 
Selectboard Chair Nancy 
Talbot had recused her-
self from other discus-
sions related to the Fire 
Department and its former 
Fire Chief. He said at the 
meeting the audit was voted 

on, Talbot did not recuse 
herself even after he asked 
her to.

Kruckas said the min-
utes from that meeting did 
not include information 
about him asking Talbot to 
recuse herself, and then the 
town attorney got involved. 
Kruckas said he wanted the 
meeting minutes to be cor-
rected.

Town Hall curtain
Beckley said work on the 

stage curtain in the Town 
Hall was completed earlier 
that day. The hall will be 
reopened, but the stage will 
be off-limits at this time.

Appointments
The Board of Assessors 

received two letters of inter-
est to fill a vacancy on the 
board, one from Bill Moryl 
and the other from Michael 
Vadnais.

Board of Assessors Chair 
Gerry Fountain said the 
members decided to appoint 
Vadnais, as Moryl already 
served on another com-
mittee and they thought it 
would be good to bring in 
new volunteers to serve the 
town.

The Selectboard appoint-
ed Leslie Marsland to serve 
on the Finance Committee.

Tax classification hearing
Due to a software com-

plication, tax valuations 
will not be ready in time for 
the scheduled tax classifica-
tion hearing. The town will 
be requesting an extension 
to hold the hearing from the 
Department of Revenue.

Preliminary tax bills 
(using this year’s third quar-
ter tax bill amount) will be 
mailed out in January and 
due in February. The bills 
will include a letter that will 
explain the reason for the 
delay in tax valuations.

Petty cash policy
The Selectboard voted in 

favor of accepting the petty 
cash policy for the Police 
Department. 

Abatement requests
The Selectboard tabled 

a second sewer abatement 
request for 40 Church St. A 
previous request was denied 
in May of this year.  

The board also tabled an 
abatement request for 35 
Morse Avenue.

WARE – Leslie Elliott, 
81, of Ware passed away 
peacefully at home on Nov. 
18, 2025, held in 
the love and pres-
ence of his family.

L e s l i e  w a s 
the sunshine of 
his son’s life - a 
man whose heart, 
warmth, and quiet 
strength shaped 
everyone around 
him. His kindness, 
care, and steady loyalty were 
unmatched. 

He lived with sincerity, 
humor, and a deep devotion 
to the people he loved.

His bond with his son, 
Nathan, was something 
rare and deeply felt. They 
weren’t just father and son 
- they were each other’s pro-
tectors, confidants, and clos-
est companions. 

Some of their most cher-
ished moments were spent 
walking together along the 
shoreline at Old Orchard 
Beach, talking about sports 
or music , the future, or 
simply enjoying the quiet. 
Those walks became a sanc-
tuary, a shared rhythm that 
will remain among Nathan’s 
greatest memories.

Leslie also had a pro-
found devotion to his pets, 
past and present. Animals 
were drawn to his gentle 
nature, and he cared for them 
as children. Whether it was a 
loyal companion by his side 
at the end or a cherished pet 
from years gone by, each one 
held a special place in his 
heart. 

Leslie also leaves behind 
his wife of 48 years, Nancy 
Elliott. They shared a life-
time of life’s ups and downs 
but always remained deeply 
loyal to each other.

For more than 30 years, 
Leslie spent his summers in 
Old Orchard Beach, Maine, 
a place that became a sec-
ond home and a defining 
part of his story. There, he 
made countless friends at 
Powderhorn Resort and built 
a community of people who 
cherished him. His warmth, 
humor, and easygoing nature 
touched everyone he met 
-  from neighbors, staff or 
to families who returned 
year after year. Old Orchard 
Beach was where his spirit 

shined brightest, and where 
his presence will be deeply 
missed.

Sundays were 
sacred in Leslie’s 
home. They were 
a day of family, 
homemade cook-
ing, and football 
- a weekly tra-
dition that was 
never missed. The 
smell of his food 
filling the house, 

the game on in the back-
ground, and the simple joy 
of being together created a 
warmth that defined family 
life. Those Sundays were a 
reminder of what mattered 
most to him: good food, 
good company, and the com-
fort of home.

Leslie faced his final 
months with courage, grace, 
and the same quiet determi-
nation that had defined his 
entire life. Even in illness, 
he remained strong in spirit 
- steady, loving, and think-
ing first of others. His resil-
ience during this time was a 
testament to the depth of his 
character and the strength of 
his heart.

One of Leslie’s greatest 
gifts to the world was his 
extraordinary talent in the 
kitchen. He was renowned 
for his culinary skill, creat-
ing meals that brought peo-
ple together and made every 
table feel like home. 

He expressed his love 
through cooking - a quiet, 
heartfelt language all his 
own. If he cared about you, 
he fed you. His dishes car-
ried warmth, comfort, and a 
piece of his spirit, and those 
who tasted his food felt that 
love deeply.

Leslie’s sense of humor 
was another of his defining 
qualities. He had a gift for 
making people smile - not 
with loud jokes, but with 
sharp wit, perfectly timed 

comments, and a playful 
charm that could brighten 
any day. His laughter, and 
the laughter he inspired, will 
echo forever in the hearts of 
those who knew him. 

Music was also woven 
into every part of Leslie’s 
life. He had extraordinary 
musical knowledge, the kind 
that could summon artists, 
albums, or obscure tracks in 
an instant. 

He didn’t just listen to 
music, he lived it. He was 
known to break out into 
song wherever he was: in the 
kitchen, the car, or during 
quiet moments at home. His 
voice carried joy, warmth, 
and character, leaving behind 
an echo that will never fade.

Above all else, Leslie’s 
greatest joy and proudest 
legacy was his relationship 
with his son, Nathan. Their 
bond was built on under-
standing, protection, laugh-
ter,  and countless quiet 
moments shared across forty 
years. Leslie was more than a 
father - he was Nathan’s clos-
est companion, his guardian, 
and the man he looked up to 
every day.

For Nathan, the memo-
ries they shared - the beach 
walks, the laughter, the 
songs, the meals, and the 
everyday moments of love - 
are treasures he will carry for 
the rest of his life. In every 
quiet morning, in every ocean 
breeze, in every song and 
every story, his father’s pres-
ence will remain.

“He was my greatest gift, 
my greatest friend, and my 
greatest hero. The purest and 
deepest heart.”

Your son and best friend 
always,

Nathan

Leslie Bates Elliott, 81

OBITUARY POLICY: Turley Publications offers 
two types of obituaries. One is a free, brief Death Notice 
listing the name of deceased, date of death and funer-
al date and place. The other is a Paid Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may include 
a photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries should be 
submitted through a funeral home to: obits@turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family provides a 
death certificate and must be pre-paid. 

BUDGET from page 1
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Classifieds
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 
413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state licensed. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, 

no project too small. Service upgrades, 
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  

Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance 
on trucks as well as keeping equipment 
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!  

RB Enterprises 
Ludlow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest from qualified candidates to fill 
two full-time Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
• salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per

hour
Further information can be found on the 

Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to: highway@worthington-ma.us or to 
Worthington Highway Department, PO 
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098.  This 
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
INVITATION TO BID

SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing 
services for the 2025–2026 winter season. 
Work will include plowing backroads and 
selected blacktop sections throughout the 
Town of Worthington.
Minimum equipment requirements:
• ¾-ton truck or larger
• 8-foot plow (minimum)
Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route 
details: 
Worthington Highway Department 
64 Huntington Road
Worthington, MA 01098 
Phone: 413-238-5830 
Email: highway@worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED PAINTING

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

REAL ESTATE

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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public notices

TOWN OF WARREN, MA

Senior Center Custodian 
Job Opportunity

15hrs -Part-Time – Custodian 
Monday to Friday

The Town of Warren is actively seeking a qualified professional to fill the position of 
Part Time Custodian at our Senior Center.  

The Town is seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic custodian to join our team.  
Strong organizational skills, excellent customer service skills, responsible for all 

aspects of cleaning, light maintenance at the Senior Center and grounds.  
A complete job description can be found on the Town’s website 

www.warren-ma.gov. 
Please email or mail your resume and cover letter to the 

Town Administrator, Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@warren-ma.gov or 
48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083. 

Hourly wage ranges $17.70 to $18.59 based on relevant work experience, 
certifications, and educational background. Position open until filled. 

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The Town of Warren Highway Department is seeking a 
PW1 part time on call laborer. The starting rate for 
the position is $17.70 per hr.

Please send application to the Warren Highway De-
partment P.O. Box 628, Warren, MA 01083 or 
drop off application at The Town of Warren High-
way Department, 87 Brimfield Rd/, Warren, MA 
01083. 

THE POSITION WILL STAY AVAILABLE UNTIL IT IS FILLED.

Town of Warren 
Highway Department

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Notice of 
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255, Section 
39A

Notice is hereby given by 
REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA 01031  
Pursuant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that on 
December 01, 2025 at 10:00am 
at: Regin’s Repair 19 Church St 
Gilbertville, MA 01031 by pri-
vate sale, the following Motor 
Vehicle will be sold to satisfy the 
garage keepers lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicle
2019 Mitsubishi Mirage
Regisration/sate: 29A6EV/AZ
VIN: ML32A5HJ6KH015433
Name and address of owner: 
James Sarson 
51 Hatfield St., Apt A
Northampton, MA 01060

By: James M. Regin 
Dated: 11/10/25 

This notice has been given un-
der the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A 
11/13, 11/20, 11/27/2025

Town of Warren
Tax Classification 

Public Hearing
The Warren Board of Select-

men will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, December 4, 
2025, at 6:00pm at the Warren 
Senior Center, 2252 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA, on the issue 
of tax classification. The purpose 
of the hearing is to determine the 
tax allocation among the proper-
ty classes for fiscal year 2026.

The hearing will include a pre-
sentation by the Board of Asses-
sors outlining the options avail-
able under Chapter 40, Section 
56 of the Massachusetts General 
Laws, a brief real estate market 
update, and a general discussion 
around assessment changes year 
over year. 

The public is invited to pres-
ent oral comments at the hearing.  
Written comments must be sub-
mitted to the Board of Selectmen 
by no later than Noon on Mon-
day, December 1, 2025 by either 
mail to 48 High Street, P.O. Box 
609, Warren, MA 01083 or via 
email to selectmen@warren-ma.
gov.  
11/20, 11/27/2025

Town of Warren
Bid Solicitation

The Town of Warren, MA is 
soliciting Sealed bids for its In-
clined Wheelchair lift replace-
ment project at the Shepard Mu-
nicipal Building located at 48 
High Street, Warren, MA 01083. 
Bids will be received at the Of-
fice of the Town Administrator, 
48 High Street, Shepard Mu-
nicipal Building, P.O. Box 609, 
Warren, MA 01083 until the time 
specified below at which time 
the bids will be publicly opened 
and read. Specifications and bid 
forms may be obtained at the Of-
fice of the Town Administrator 
Monday through Friday between 
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. or on 
the Town’s website www.war-
ren-ma.gov. Bids will be opened 
in the Office of the Town Admin-
istrator on Thursday, December 
11, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.  Each 
Bid must be accompanied by a 
bid security consisting of a BID 
BOND, CASH, or CERTIFIED 
CHECK issued by a responsi-
ble bank or trust company in the 
amount of 5% of the bid price.  A 
performance bond in an amount 
equal to 100 percent of the total 
amount of the contract price with 
a surety company qualified to do 
business in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts will be required 
for the faithful performance of 
the contract, as well as a labor 
and materials bond in an amount 
equal to 100 percent of the total 
contract price. A non-mandato-
ry Pre-Bid Conference and Site 
Visit will be held at the Shepard 
Municipal Building located at 48 
High Street, Warren, MA 01083 
on Tuesday, December 2, 2025, 
at 10:00 a.m.  All bids for this 
project are subject to applicable 
public bidding laws of Massa-
chusetts, including, but not lim-
ited to G.L. c.149, §§44A-44H, 
as amended. Attention is direct-
ed to the minimum wage rates 
to be paid as determined by the 
Commissioner of Labor and 
Workforce Development and the 
weekly payroll record submittal 
requirements under the provi-
sions of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 149, Section 26 
through 27D inclusive. Selection 
of the contractor will be based 
upon bidder qualifications, in-
cluding evidence of past perfor-
mance in similar projects, and 
bid price. The contract will be 
awarded to the bidder deemed by 
the awarding authority to be the 

lowest responsible and eligible 
bidder. The bidder agrees that 
its bid shall be good and may 
not be withdrawn for a period 
of 30 days, Saturdays, Sundays 
and legal holidays excluded, af-
ter the opening of the bids. The 
Town reserves the right to waive 
any informalities, to accept or re-
ject, in whole or in part any or all 
bids, or take whatever other ac-
tion may be deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town.

The Town of Warren,
James J. Ferrera

Town Administrator
Chief Procurement Officer 

11/27, 12/04/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court

15 Atwood Drive
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)586-8500
Docket No. 

HS25P0579EA
Estate of: 
John Trela 

Date of Death: 07/28/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Yolanta J. 
Trela of Ware, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Yolanta J. Trela of Ware, MA 
be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to 
serve on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/17/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 

followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Diana S. 
Velez Harris, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 10, 2025 

Mark S Ames,
 Register of Probate

11/27/2025

Ware 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ware Conservation Com-

mission will hold a public hear-
ing on Wednesday, December 
10, 2025, at 6:30 PM pursuant 
to the Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. 131 c40.  The hearing 
will include consideration of a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) by the 
Town of Ware for construction of 
a 1,500 linear foot multipurpose 
trail (Mass Central Rail Trail) 
and pedestrian footbridge over an 
intermittent stream within Gren-
ville Park at 73 Church Street 
and 0 Upper Church Street.  Said 
hearing will be held in the Se-
lectmen’s Meeting Room, Town 
Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082.  To view the appli-
cation and related plans, con-
tact the Conservation office at 
413.967.9648.  Pursuant to MGL 
Chapter 4, Section 13, a copy of 
this legal notice can be found 
on the Massachusetts News-
paper Publishers Association’s 
(MNPA) website: http://mass
publicnotices.org. 
11/27/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

less, and I cannot wait to see 
what this year will bring!” 
she said.

About Karyn Petracone
My background is root-

ed in an active lifestyle; I 
grew up participating in var-
ious sports and competitive 
dance, which instilled in me 
a lifelong passion for move-
ment and wellness. 

This passion has not only 
shaped my personal journey 
but has also inspired me to 
create a space where oth-
ers can thrive physically and 
mentally.

Family plays a signifi-
cant role in my life. I have 
two young boys who keep 
me motivated and remind 
me every day of the impor-
tance of health and activity. 

My husband has been 
i n c r e d i b l y  s u p p o r t ive 
throughout this process, 
helping me turn my dream 
of owning a fitness studio 
into a reality. His encour-
agement has been invalu-
able, allowing me to pursue 
my passion while balancing 
family life.

In addition to my fami-
ly, I love being involved in 
my community. I believe 
in the power of fitness to 
bring people together, and 
I look forward to creating 
a welcoming environment 
where individuals can con-
nect, grow, and support one 
another in their wellness 
journeys. I’m excited about 
the opportunity to share my 
knowledge and enthusiasm 
for fitness with others and to 
foster a community that val-
ues health and well-being.

SCULPT from page 8

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Attendees to the grand opening of Sculpt Well Co. 
enjoyed complimentary food and beverages.

Gift bags were distributed to attendees at the grand 
opening of Sculpt Well Co.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10pm-7pm

OPEN BLACK FRIDAY 
8AM TO 9 PM !!!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ......Water for Elephants at PPAC      ..................$120
Dec. 20 ....Cirque Holidaze ............................................$120
May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
July19 ......8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Three Great 2026 
Norwegian Cruises

Support YourSupport Your
Hometown BusinessesHometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - 
NORTH BROOKFIELD, MA

Stunning, executive ranch, offering 7 rooms, 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, and a bright home 
office. Open floor plan features a cabinet-
packed chef’s kitchen with granite countertops, 
a large center island, expansive living/dining 
room with vaulted ceilings, recessed lighting, and a cozy gas fireplace. Private 
primary suite with huge walk-in closet and spa-like bath. Additional highlights: 
separate laundry room, mudroom, hardwood floors, central air, propane heat, paved 
driveway, and an oversized deck perfect for entertaining. Welcoming farmer’s porch 
and a beautiful backyard with sweeping views. Available for $729,900!!

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Absolutely gorgeous manufactured home (60x28) at Brookfield Meadows 55+ community.  
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, kitchen loaded with cherry cabinets, formal dining area, breakfast 

nook, 2x6 construction, 4 season heated room with gas fireplace (stove) on thermostat.  
TONS of improvements - windows, 

furnace, hot water heater and central 
air done in 2023, new side deck 

with composite wood, newer flooring 
throughout.  Generac generator 

2018, Master bath has double vanity, 
huge linen closet and skylight, 

oversized living room with vaulted 
ceilings and tons of natural lighting.  

Storage shed with new roof and 
electric, patio sitting area out back 

with room for small garden.  Lots of 
beautiful mature plants and flowers.

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 0150642 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506
Cell: 508-341-8299Cell: 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.comSearch Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

PRICE REDUCED

18 Fox Run, Brookfield 
NEW PRICE - $279,900

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $289,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the 
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck 
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes 
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior 
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $219,000. 
See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville • 774-757-8907 • Pro Shop 774-261-2634

Prime Rib 
Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

Online Ordering Available 
Monday -  6:30 p.m.

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

MUSIC BINGO

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF

            Function Space Available - Book Holiday Parties Now
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR 

  HUGE BLACK FRIDAY DEALS!

Join us for A Weekend of Joy

Santa 
Arriving at 

12 p.m.

Christmas at Hardwick Crossing
Saturday & Sunday, November 29th & 30th, 12-4 p.m.

Reservations Recommended For Seating In Restaurant
     Vendor Applications - cletendre@hardwickcrossing.com
    Free photos with Santa, hay rides, crafters, cookie decorating & more!


