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Annual tree 
lighting and more 
enjoyed by all

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com
WARREN – The town’s 

annual tree lighting ceremo-
ny was hosted by the Parks and 
Recreation Department this past 
Saturday, after wet weather post-
poned it by one night.

More than just a tree lighting, 
this annual event joins together 
the efforts of a number of local 

organizations, businesses and 
people to offer fun and festivity 
for the community.

Mason’s Grille gave out com-
plimentary hot chocolate and 
cookies, while also selling deli-
cious beef stew and clam chow-
der in bread bowls, the perfect 
meal on a cold evening. Warren 
One Stop Market had free coffee 
as well.

The Warren Water Department 
also offered free refreshments, 
and hosted West Warren Library 
for a story time and craft held 
each hour of the event.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Representatives 
from MassWildlife were joined 
by engineers from Tighe & Bond, 
to discuss the Patrill Hollow Dam 
removal, located within Muddy 
Brook Wildlife Management Area.

M a s s Wi l d l i f e ’s  C e n t r a l 
District Supervisor Todd Olanyk 
was joined by Steven Mattocks, 
aquatic connectivity and fisher-
ies outreach biologist and Chris 

Buelow, senior research ecologist. 
Representing Tighe & Bond were 
Daniel Hammerberg, project engi-
neer and Daniel Buttrick, senior 
engineer.

Patrill Holl Dam
Patri l l  Hollow Dam is  a 

13-foot high, 190-foot long earth-
en embankment structure that 
impounds Muddy Brook and 
has a primary and auxiliary con-
crete spillway. The dam is locat-
ed within the 1,937-acrea Muddy 
Brookfield WMA and holds about 
75 acre-feet of water. 

The purpose of the meeting was 
to provide information about the 
reasoning behind dam removal, 
and to hear questions or concerns 
from the public.

“We want to try to get as much 
information out to people as we 
can,” Olanyk said. 

Currently, the commonwealth 
has more than 3,000 dams, 
Mattocks said, and many are in 
dilapidated condition. Since 
2005, MassWildlife’s Division 
of Ecological Restoration has 
removed over 40 dams.

Buelow described Muddy 
Brook WMA as “one of the most 
important landscapes in interior 
Massachusetts for supporting rare 
and imperiled biodiversity.”

Removal of the dam is expect-
ed to decrease stream temperatures 
and restore natural flow and habi-
tat, benefiting many types of fish.

Hammerberg said the Patrill 
Hollow Dam is considered a “low 
hazard dam” and is of intermedi-
ate size. He said the dam is con-
sidered “unsafe” according to con-
ditions defined by state legislation. 

The dam was originally built 
by the Mixter family prior to the 
1940s, and it was potentially used 
to power a sawmill or a forge. 
The Mixter family owned the land 
prior to selling it to MassWildlife.

Hammerberg said the dam rais-
es Muddy Brook by six and a half 
feet, and has two spillways; one 
located easterly with flashboards 
and one westerly with outlet struc-
ture. He said trees and brush have 
grown around the dam, and that 

Patrill Hollow Dam faces removal in spring 2025

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – Mark Korzec 
of the Capital Planning Committee 
gave the Select Board an update on 
the town’s capital needs.

At the Nov. 27 meeting, Korzec 
said nine departments have sent 
the committee a list of their capi-
tal needs over the next five-to-10 
years. Two other departments have 
expressed interest in providing lists 
of capital needs as well.

One of the capital needs the 
town is facing is a new $1.65 
million firetruck for the Fire 
Department. The committee will be 
reviewing this need at its Dec. 18 
meeting.

Korzec said  the  commit-
tee took action on the need for a 
police cruiser. Currently the Police 
Department has seven cruisers, and 
this additional purchase will bring 
them to eight.

The committee required the 
Police Department to reduce their 
number of cruisers to six, and the 
department will dispose of two in 
order to do so.

An emergency repair request 

Committee 
discusses 
capital 
needs with 
Select Board

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Santa Clause has come 
to the town of Ware as the Holiday 
Flair arrived.

The Main Street brought hun-
dreds of town residents to witness 
the tree lighting and Santa’s arrival 
at the Town Hall. To kick off the 
celebration, the townspeople of 
Ware got to enjoy a dance demo 
performed by Dance Unlimited. 

The dancers got a standing ova-
tion as they flooded Main Street 
and performed many familiar 
Christmas tunes. 

The Ware Fire Department 
escorted Santa Claus in one of their 
firetrucks and dropped him off at 
the town Christmas tree. Residents 
joined Santa in a countdown to offi-
cially light up the center of Ware 
with their Christmas tree. 

Dozens of families gathered 
around the tree to take pictures as 
Santa Claus walked to the Town 
Hall. There, many families were 
lining up outside to go see Santa 
and the wonderful winter wonder-
land made for the joyous occasion. 

Many volunteers helped set up 
the lights and decorations inside 
where kids can go meet Santa 
Claus. The decorations inside 
became an enhanced Christmas 

Ware Flair’s 
Holiday 
drive-thru 
this Saturday

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer

WARE – ArtWorks Gallery, 
located at 69 Main St., is fea-
turing many talented artists’ lit-
tle paintings, photographs, pot-
tery, ornaments, and jewelry 
for its “Beautiful Little Things” 
small works exhibition, in display 
through Dec. 17.

The gallery was opened by 
Joyce Eichacker, the exhibition 
chair of the gallery, and the show 
features many mediums of art 

Local artists 
show off 
their talent

Turley Photo by Emily-Rose Pappas
A plaster-cast eagle head made 
of plaster and painted to look 
like bronze by John Collins.

ATTENTION
Due to an ongoing 

medical emergency, pho-
tos from Ware Holiday 
Flair Committee’s tree 
lighting with Santa Claus 
will appear in next week’s 
Ware River News.

SantaSanta  lights the Commonlights the Common

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The craft fair arrived 
and brought the town together at 
Ware Junior/Senior High School 
this past Saturday. 

The fair has been a holiday tra-
dition for nearly 25 years, with 
proceeds helping to support the 
classes, teams, and student coun-
cils of the school community. 

Many vendors consisted of 
local businesses in the town of 
Ware. The Young Men’s Library 
Association enjoyed their time 
at the craft fair and were selling 
lotto calendars for the month of 
January. 

Workshop13 had a booth at 
the craft fair, and it was their first 
year attending. 

They were there to help raise 
funds for their ceramic studio at 
ClayWorks. Products included 
gift certificates, mugs, cups, and 
bowls. 

For fans of art,  Dorothy 
Witaszek who specializes in 
watercolors had a booth filled 
with fantastic artwork. 

The setup for the craft fair in 
the gymnasium was made possi-
ble by the students, teachers and 
staff at Ware High School. 

The sophomore class helped 
set up and clean up for the craft 
fair and each class had a booth of 
their own raising money for their 

classes. 
The junior class hosted a raffle 

to support the class. The senior 
class had a lot of cool Ware High 
merchandise to sell such as tow-
els, hats, stickers and posters. 

During the craft fair, a lunch 
cart was provided for the visitors. 
The exciting one-day shopping 
event was successful as over 50 
local vendors and school class-
es came together to celebrate the 
holidays as one strong commu-
nity.  

SEE MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 8.

Craft Fair floods WHS Gymnasium

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Ware High School Class of 2024 selling Ware High merchandise for 
their class. 

Ariel and Leah Mann, both age 7, of Warren showed off their impressive face-
painting they received at Glenda’s. 

Santa waves to 
people gath-

ered around the 
Common before 

the tree lighting.

The Grinch wasn’t successful in stealing any gifts from 
the Warren Police Department’s “stuff a cruiser” to 
benefit the Jingle Fund.

Please see HARDWICK, page 5

Please see LIGHTS, page 7

Please see TALENT, page 7

Please see REMOVAL, page 13

Please see DRIVE-THRU, page 13
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Each week the Ware River 
News digs into its submitted 

photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish� 
We need your help to help 

identify those pictured�

What does it mean to make a difference? It means giving back. Being a source 
of strength. Lending a hand. Putting people first. Turning dreams into success. 
Cheering on the home team. And always being there no matter what. At 
Country Bank, this isn’t just what we believe in, it’s what we were made for.

MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE
Making a difference 

countrybank.com

IN MEMORIUM
In Loving Memory of 

Edmund F. Wojtowicz
Thinking of you 

on your 
3rd Anniversary

Eddie, 
you are 
so loved 

and missed.
Love, 

Pauline & Family

Ware Road, Rte. 32, Palmer
OPEN

SAT. & SUN. 11AM-3PM
UNTIL CHRISTMAS

December 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23
For For • 1/2 Gallon Ice Cream

• Gift Certificates
AlsoAlso Mémé Rondeau’s 

Doughnuts
NO REGULAR MENU

Rondeau’sRondeau’s
DAIRY BARDAIRY BAR

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE

January 31, 2024
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 21, 2024

TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 
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WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
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THE SUN  •  TOWN REMINDER

QUABOAG CURRENT

Local Health 
Professionals

AN ANNUAL SOURCE OFAN ANNUAL SOURCE OF

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

NEW FORMAT

MAGAZINE SIZE

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send 
their names and your full name to pouimette@turley�com�

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1991 showed 
Elizabeth McQuaid and Leanne Juda, 

second graders in Sister Gloriosa’s 
class at St. Mary’s School, performing 

during Catholic Schools Week. That 
year’s theme was “Kaleidoscope of 

People.” Costumed students sang and 
danced in appreciation of different 

cultures being studied. 
Andy Zajac correctly identified Mary 

Lussier and Shelley Madden featured 
in the Nov. 23 Ware River News.

Annual fundraiser 
benefits local shelters

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Staff at Otto Florist & 
Gifts have wrapped up another suc-
cessful year of the Roses for Rescue 
fundraiser to benefit local animal 
shelters.

Owner Michele Lariviere said 
this year’s fundraiser, which was 
held in October, sold out for the 
first time since the pandemic, 
helping to raise crucial funds for 
BARC (Belchertown Animal Relief 
Committee) and Second Chance 
Animal Services.

“I just want to give a big thank 
you to all who donated to support 
Roses for Rescue, to help our local 
animal shelters,” Lariviere said.

Since 2017, Otto Florist & Gifts 
has held Roses for Rescue, offer-
ing a dozen high-quality roses for 
$15. Prior to that, from 2001-2015, 
the rose sale was called the Shirley 
Batsie Memorial Rose Sale bene-
fiting Mary Lane Hospital’s cancer 
services.

The Shirley Batsie Memorial 
Rose Sale raised over a quarter of a 
million dollars.

This year’s fundraiser also 
resulted in a very generous donation 
tied in with the rose sale, after one 
business purchased 35 dozen roses 
and donated them to residents at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled 
Care Center in West Brookfield.

Lariviere and her staff arranged 
the roses in vases that people had 
donated to Otto Florist & Gifts, and 
presented them to the residents.

“It brightened up the whole nurs-

ing home,” Lariviere said. “It was 
so beautiful.”

The residents of Quaboag 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Care 
Center had a surprise in store for the 
Otto Florist & Gifts staff when they 
received their roses; having baked 
homemade dog treats to give to all 
the animals in the shelters who are 
still waiting to go to their forever 
homes.

“They were our superstars for 
the day,” Lariviere said of the resi-
dents, adding that their gesture was 
a “beautiful, heartwarming thing.”

Many people in the communi-
ty also purchased roses in groups 

of 10 dozen or more, which gave 
them free, local delivery. These 
roses were delivered to family and 
friends, bringing smiles to the faces 
of all who received them.

Lariviere thanked everyone for 
continuing to support the Roses for 
Rescue fundraiser, and helping pets 
in need.

“Everybody needs a helping 
hand, including our local shelters,” 
she said.

For more information about next 
year’s Roses for Rescue fundraiser 
and how you can help, call Otto 
Florist & Gifts at 413-967-5381 or 
visit www.ottoflorist.com.

Roses for RescueRoses for Rescue

Michele Lariviere, 
owner of Otto 
Florist & Gifts 

(center), delivered 
arranged roses to 

BARC (Belchertown 
Animal Relief 

Committee) for the 
annual Roses for 

Rescue fundraiser. 
Proceeds from the 

fundraiser were 
donated to BARC 

and Second Chance 
Animal Services.

Submitted Photos
The staff at Otto Florist & Gifts held another successful Roses for 
Rescue fundraiser, helping animals in local shelters.

WARE – Public hearings 
on Title VI Analysis and Route 
Enhancements on the P21E, 
G73E and Ware-Palmer Route 
of the Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority,  will  be held on 
Thursday, Dec. 7 from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. at the Ware Senior Center, 1 
Robbins Road.

Virtual public hearings will 
also be held on Thursday, Dec. 7 
from 10-10:30 a.m. and Monday, 
Dec. 11 from 6-6:30 p.m., via 
Zoom. The Zoom meeting ID is 
882 8937 6754 and the passcode 
is 515967.

The public is invited to attend 
one of the public hearings in-per-
son or virtually.

P roposed  enhancemen t s 
include reinstituting the previ-
ous Ware and Palmer Circulators 
using two separate vehicles and 
providing more comprehensive 
service in each town. 

A d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o 
Wilbraham Big Y will be added 
bringing the total number of con-
nections to Springfield to six 
each day. These changes will take 
effect in December with the addi-
tion of weekend service planned 
for early spring.

People may also submit com-
ments by mail to Director of 
Transit Operations, 2808 Main S., 
Springfield, MA, 01107, email at 
comments@pvta.com, phone by 

calling 413-732-6248 extension 
2237 and leave up to a three-min-
ute message or online by com-
pleting the comment form at pvta.
com/contactUs.php.

Al l  comment s  mus t  be 
received by Dec. 20.

Spanish language translation 
provided. Signing and interpre-
tation for hearing and visual dis-
abilities is available. 

Please contact Zoraida by 
phone at 413-732-6248 extension 
2237 or email at Zbonet@pvta.
com at least seven days before the 
hearing date to arrange.

For more information, visit 
www.pvta.com or 413-781-7882.

Virtual hearings to be held for PVTA riders

WARE – All are welcome to 
join the Proprietors of the Ware 
Center Meeting House for this 
year’s Ware Tree & Wreath 
Festival on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 
10 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Ware 
Town Hall, 126 Main St. 

They will be raffling off 
donated wreaths and trees as well 
as other decorative items to sup-
port the Ware Center Meeting 
House and Museum. The event 
also has a bake sale, 50/50 raf-
fle and a table with Ware books, 
T-shirts, and memorabilia. 

There will be free children’s 
activities including decorating a 
cookie, making a craft, and Kids 
Karaoke.

Be sure to come to check out 
(and take a chance) on the Ware 
Historical Society’s Noah’s Ark 

Tree. 
It’s decorated with pairs of 

ornaments to represent the ani-
mals on the Ark, which were the 
only toys children could play 
with on Sundays. The ornaments 
include giant cookies, over two 
inches round.

It’s not too late to donate. 
Businesses and citizens interested 
in contributing decorated trees 
and wreaths should call Lynn 
Lak, co-chair of the Festival com-
mittee at 413-967-7223 or email 
her at llak310@comcast.net. 

In-person drop off is Friday, 
Dec. 8 between 9:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. at the Great Hall in 
the Town Hall. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

Visit warecentermeetinghouse.
org for more information or to 
make a donation online.

Tree & Wreath Festival 
returns Dec� 9 and 10

Ware Christmas 
Stroll comes to 
Main Street this 
Saturday

WARE – The Ware Christmas 
Stroll will be hosted by the Ware 
Business & Civic Association, 
featuring numerous local busi-
nesses and organizations on 
Saturday, Dec. 9 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.

Free rides on the Quaboag 
Connector will bring shoppers 
to several locations in the down-
town area to shop during the 
Stroll, including the Tree and 
Wreath Festival (featuring cook-
ie decorating, Kids Karaoke, 
Santa and more) in the Town 
Hall, Artsy Elves at Workshop13, 
games and gift wrapping at Ware 
River News and other fun activi-
ties. Merchants will feature sales 
and treats for shoppers. 

Routes and times for the 
Quaboag Connector will be 
announced in the coming week. 
Visit www.warebca. com for 
routes and times.  
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T h e  Wa re  R i v e r 
News will gladly correct 
factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will 
always appear on Page 3. 
To request a correction, 
send information to 
e k e n n e d y @ t u r l e y .
com, or call 967-3505. 
Corrections may also 
be requested in writing 
at:  Ware River News, 
Attn: Editor, 80 Main St., 
Ware, MA 01082.

Lew Garland’s Christmas SLew Garland’s Christmas Studiotudio
57 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 57 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 

Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!

Seasons Greetings

Handpainted Handcrafted

~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~
Open Weekends 10-6 pm

After Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve Daily 10-6pm
252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057

• www.christmasstudio.net • 413-267-3342 •

Featuring Ken’s magnificent Florentine inspired 
Gold Trees, Topiaries, Cornucopias, 

Ornaments and more...
Featured in prestigious 

catalogues and shops throughout the country!
NEW Exciting designs from

Poland, Germany and Around the World
Original Decorations made here in our studio

hardwickcrossing.com
262 Lower Road, Gilbertville

774-757-8907
Pro Shop 774-261-2634

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER & GOLF
Specials Posted on Facebook & Instagram

Function 
Space 

 Available

Join Us For Our Christmas Fair
Sunday, December 10th, 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Free Photos with Santa On The Train
Hayrides, Cookie Decorating 

and Craft Fair

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing • Storm work
• Furnace Wood
• Firewood $275/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393
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Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ware 
River News

By Jim Russell
Correspondent

WARE – Two large trees 
that fell across the Grenville 
Park roadway Sunday night 
were cleared within 90 minutes 
Monday morning by the munici-
pal Parks Department.

The tall, aging timbers crashed 
down at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 3, completely blocking 
the roadway between the boat 
launch along the Ware River, and 
the newly built playground.

According  to  the  Parks 
Department, a large oak more 

than a century old, with its base 
a yard in diameter, had been 
weakened by gypsy moths, that 
destroyed the roots.

In i ts  downward plunge, 
the big oak took a 75-year old 
Eastern pine with it, whose base 
measured about 14-inches in 
diameter.

While clearing debris early 
Monday morning, the Parks 
Department marked an additional 
half dozen smaller trees nearby 
that are being removed as well.

Parks Manager John Piechota 
said the area is as “safe as it can 
be” for park visitors. “We try our 

best,” he said.
Grenville Park is a destination 

for those walking their dogs, tak-
ing a stroll, bicyclists and joggers, 
with its approximately one and 
a half mile circumference road 
through the park, that runs along 
a section of Ware River, off of 
Church Street. The new play-
ground has increased the number 
of children and their parents visit-
ing Grenville. 

In warmer weather the ball 
fields and basketball courts are 
busy, as is the boat launch.

Turley Photo by Jim Russell
Ware Parks Department workers are shown removing trees in Grenville Park on Dec. 4 that fell on the 
roadway Sunday night.

Parks Department removes 
downed trees in Grenville Park 

community

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – The Zoning Board 
of Appeals discussed signage and 
feather flags, frequently used by 
local businesses at their November 
meeting. 

The flags are used as a promo-
tional tool to promote businesses, 
but the feather flags were brought 
up for discussion to see if they are 
allowed or not under the town’s 
zoning bylaw. 

Once decided, these flags will 
be enforced if they are being used 
for business purposes. At that 
point, a revision needs to be pre-
pared in order to post a zoning rule 
on what is and isn’t allowed. 

The revision on types of flags 
and their placement would also 
have to be approved during a town 
meeting. 

Accessory structures
The ZBA’s other main topic for 

new business was the enforcement 
of accessory structures in the town. 
These structures consist of separate 
buildings such as sheds and car-
ports. 

Many of the structures have 

existed for long periods of time and 
may not be up to code. The ZBA 
was trying to figure out what is the 
best way to enforce the location 
and size of the buildings. 

As of now, the enforcement on 
these separate buildings are com-
plaint based. Ways to enforce com-
pliance with these accessory struc-
tures are still being discussed. 

Other business
The ZBA discussed an overlay 

district going on in town. This dis-
trict was approved by the previous 
town meeting. 

This new district is a rural res-
idential district of business that 
can have certain uses. These uses 
include houses and businesses in 
town. 

Some of these businesses con-
sist of tank farms and research 
facilities that can all be done under 
a special permit.

The ZBA had several questions 
regarding the overlay district and 
see if there is time to review or 
appeal. The ZBA agreed to direct 
these questions to the town attor-
ney. 

The next Zoning Board of 
Appeals meeting will take place 
sometime in mid-December. 

ZBA discusses feather 
flags, accessory 
structures and more

Christmas for 
Kids begins, 
donations 
requested

WARE – The Ware Police 
Department and the Ware Fire 
Department have started their 
20th annual Ware Christmas 
For Kids program for the 2023 
holiday season.

They are requesting finan-
cial assistance to help them ful-
fill the needs of the children 
of Ware, and all assistance is 
greatly appreciated. The pro-
gram is for infants through 
children aged 12. 

The program recognizes all 
holiday observances. 

Monetary donations may 
be dropped off at the Ware 
Police Department at 22 North 
St., or may be sent to Ware 
Christmas For Kids, c/o Ware 
Police Department, 22 North 
St., Ware, MA 01082. 

Darlene Gildert is the pro-
gram coordinator, and she can 
be reached at 413-967-3571, 
extension 327. 

Active Parenting 
class offers help 
to parents

WARE – Active Parenting 
4th Edition will be held at 
Behavioral Health Network’s 
Family Resource Center, 82 
Main St.

This class is based on sound 
principles of child develop-
ment, and provides parents of 
children ages 5-12 with indis-
pensable parenting help includ-
ing how to raise responsible, 
cooperative children, use effec-
tive communication skills, 
understand why children mis-
behave, hold family meetings 
and much more.

Being a great parent doesn’t 
have to be stressful. In this 
class you will receive advice 
and parenting techniques 
from a highly qualified leader 
that will give you the tools to 
become a successful parent. 

For more information or 
to register contact the Family 
Resource Center by calling 
41-3277-6601 or emailing bhn-
frc@bhninc.org.

WARE – Caregiver Support 
Group at  Behavioral  Health 
Network is held each Wednesday 
from 6-7 p.m. at the Family 
Resource Center, 82 Main St. 

Childcare will be provided if 
needed

Many of us experience daily 
struggles raising children and 
youth, and often need someone to 
talk to, offer support and help us 
navigate these challenging situa-
tions. This group will allow you 
to foster relationships with other 

caretakers and provide a supportive 
environment, opportunities for edu-
cation and self-care and growth.

Caregivers will have the oppor-
tunity to create ideas for group out-
ings and activities that they find fun 
and engaging. 

Need childcare? Please let us 
know when you call or email to 
sign up.

For more information or to reg-
ister contact the Family Resource 
Center by calling 413-277-6601 or 
emailing bhnfrc@bhninc.org.

Caregiver support group 
held every Wednesday

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WARE – Pride in You, a space 
for LGBTQ+ youth to feel safe 
and free to be themselves, offers 
a support group for LGBTQ+ 
youth ages 11-18 on Thursdays 
from 3:45-5 p.m. at the Behavioral 
Health Networks’ Family Resource 
Center, 82 Main St.

Activities will vary between 
guest speakers, games, LGBTQ+ 
culture, community resources/ser-
vices and more.

For more information or to reg-
ister contact the Family Resource 
Center by calling 413-277-6601 or 
emailing bhnfrc@bhninc.org.

Support group offered for LGBTQ+ youth

WARE – Family Pride Support 
Group is held Tuesdays evenings 
from 6-7 p.m. at Behavioral Health 
Network’s Family Resource Center, 
82 Main St.

The group welcomes parents, 
caregivers, and adult family mem-
bers of LGBTQIA+ youth to join 

them in a judgement free group 
where they ask, explore, and find 
answers to questions as they bridge 
gaps in the community.

For more information or to reg-
ister contact the Family Resource 
Center by calling 413-277-6601 or 
emailing bhnfrc@bhninc.org.

Family Pride Support group held 
Tuesdays at Family Resource Center
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We’re planning to claim at 62; 
what do we need to know?

 
Dear Rusty:
My wife (born May 1962) and I (born April 

1963) are retired and will soon be looking to 
start collecting our Social Security as we each 
hit 62. 

As this is new to us, I’m wondering what 
things we may need to be aware of or consider 
as we get closer to her 62 birthday in May. 
Any advice or information will be appreciated. 

Signed: Planning Ahead
 
Dear Planning: 
If you and your wife are both retired 

from working and have decided to start your 
(reduced) Social Security as soon as you are 
eligible at age 62, then there is nothing you 
need to do in advance of applying. 

The Social Security retirement benefit 
amount for each of you will be determined by 
your individual lifetime earnings record and 
your age when you claim. If either of you will 
be eligible for a spousal boost from the other, 
that will be automatically applied when both 
of you are collecting.  

If your wife plans to claim her Social 
Security as soon as she is eligible, she should 
apply for her benefits about three months in 
advance and choose the option on the appli-
cation which states “I want benefits begin-
ning with the earliest possible month and will 
accept an age-related reduction.” 

For information, an applicant must be 62 
for an entire month to get benefits, so your 
wife’s first month of eligibility will be June 
2024. 

Social Security deals only in whole months 
and pays benefits in the month following the 
month earned; so if your wife’s birthday is 
between the 11th and 20th of the month her 
first Social Security payment will be received 
in her bank account on the third Wednesday of 
July. All subsequent payments will be on that 
same schedule. 

Then, when it’s time for you to claim, you 
should follow the same process as your wife 
and, if either of you is entitled to a higher 
amount as a spouse, it will be automatically 
applied when your benefits later start.   

Applying for benefits is a relatively sim-
ple process if done online at www.ssa.gov/
apply. Note that to apply online your wife will 
need to first create her personal “my Social 
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viewpoints

Resident advocates 
for rehabilitation of 
Patrill Hollow Dam

By Randall Noble

Forty-one years ago, I was 27 years old 
when I took the job as David Mixter’s 
caretaker in the most beautiful place in 

Hardwick.
We lived in the Colorado Rockies, but 

home is home. My caretaker job was still a 
sideline to stonework which I learned from 
the infamous J.J. Dowd. 

Care of 650 acres, consisted of mowing 
and maintenance of the dam at the Mixter 
pond, overseeing sustainable logging oper-
ations, and David did not like shotgun deer 
season. I think it was more his wife Stefanie, 
who was very into one of the zoos in New 
York. 

During that period of a decline in the 
stock market, then a crash, he needed to sell. 
David’s son had lost his life in Vietnam, and 
David always said he would have carried on 
with his beliefs.

David wanted the Trustees of the 
Reservation to buy his land, they were close, 
then an eastern developer came, and I was 
asked to show him around - he hated the 
land. I said you have to like it around here.

He said, “Like it? You would have to love 
it,” and I did. For years we hosted birthdays, 
four weddings and holiday family outings in 
the Mixter tradition.

The most remembered wedding was of 
the former Director of Fish and Wildlife’s 
son Charles McLaughlin, The marriage was 
held on the very dam in which they are pro-
posing to remove.

Charles, known to us as Lee or Leroy 
to his boss, the Central District manager 
of MDFW Chris Thurlow. Many family 
and friends attended. The MDFW members 
brought game and we made a great wedding 
meal on the dam.

After I was treated to great fishing trips 
on the ocean, and the Quabbin Reservoir. 
The best was fishing for the eagles at 
Prescott Peninsula where I got to go into the 
eagle tower, wow. Then the push was on to 
buy the hollow

Mixter reluctantly agreed with the stipu-
lation that his caretaker had water rights, so 
he deeded me the pond. That was met by a 
very stern no from MDFW. 

MDFW stated that the dam must be 
owned by them, and I quote, “because if the 
dam was not maintained the loss of wetlands 
would be intolerable.” MDFW was to back 
out of the sale.

David Mixter by that time was put in a 
place he would have regretted to this day. 
He changed the deed to allow MDFW to 
own the dam trusting they would fulfill their 
promise to maintain and take care of the 
beloved Mixter pond.

MDFW didn’t do this, in fact they did 
nothing. It was handed to them intact, and a 
push lawnmower was used to mow the then 
in very good shape dam.

Now free funds came out of nowhere to 
rip it away from the people of Hardwick, 
and the sportsmen that paid for it with no 
consideration of a rebuild. A rebuild plan 
should be presented like the Snow’s dam 
downstream that does not require beaver 
management as the Mixter does.

Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will 
print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy 
only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All 
candidates running in both 
contested and uncon-
tested races are asked to 
submit their statements to 
the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is lim-
ited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please 
include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of 
candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election thresh-
old. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during 
the race, please contact our 
advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow per-
sonal attacks against other 
candidates or political par-
ties in statements of candi-
dacy, nor do we publish for 
free any information about 
key endorsements or politi-
cal fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of 
no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or dis-
cussing campaign issues 
are limited to three total 
per author during the elec-
tion season. No election let-
ters will appear in the final 
edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit 
all statements of candidacy 
and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines.

Seventy-five years 
and going strong

I was opening the curtains in my bedroom 
this morning to find that my Babci’s 
Christmas cactus had burst into bloom! 
How exciting for an indoor plant to live for 

seven plus decades, never mind that the last 
two have been under my care. It’s no secret 
that I am not an indoor plant aficionado, but I 
do have my favorites, and this is one of them.  

Read on to learn about this beloved plant, 
straight from the archives.

One horticulture related Christmas memo-
ries involves my mother’s Christmas cactus. I 
remember the arching, woody stemmed plant 
on an iron stand in her bedroom; before that it 
lived in my Babci’s house.  

Every year, just in time for the holiday, it 
would flower, putting on quite a show, beauti-
ful and exotic in hot fuchsia-pink.  

Today, only five original branches remain. 
But if you look closely within the base of the 
plant, you’ll see lots of new growth. 

Perhaps if I follow the advice, I have out-
lined below this heirloom will be blooming in 
the home of my future grandchildren!

The Christmas cactus (Schlumbergera brid-
gesii) is an epiphyte, native to South America 
where it happily grows hanging from trees in 
the jungle. Inside, it prefers a location with 

indirect light.  Positioning it in front of a north 
or east facing window is best.  

During the summer months many people 
prefer to move the plant outdoors. I have had 
good luck placing it under the shade of a tree; 
too much sun will burn its leaves.  

When night temperatures begin to dip into 
the forties it is time to bring the Christmas 
cactus indoors.  Gradually acclimatize the 
plant to its winter home by increasing the 
number of hours spent inside each day.  

It is very important that the Christmas 
cactus be planted in a well-drained growing 
medium. For this reason, either coarse sand 
or perlite should be added to any homemade 
potting soil.  

A recipe that combines equal parts of either 
of these along with garden loam and leaf 
mold or compost should work out just fine. 
Christmas cactus like to be somewhat pot 
bound, but if the plant has been growing in 
the same pot for several years its soil is likely 
exhausted of nutrients.  

Repot by gently teasing away some of the 
soil from the plant’s roots. Replace it with the 
new soil mixture. Choose a pot that is a single 
size bigger than the existing root ball, or reuse 
the old pot.

Many people hear “cactus” and think 
that the plant is drought tolerant. With the 
Christmas cactus this is only partly true.  

Although its leaves are succulent and can 
retain a fair amount of water, it is not a true 
cactus.  As a general rule you should water 
Christmas cactus when the potting soil is dry 
to the touch.  

Adequate moisture is especially necessary 
during the spring when it begins its growth 
and once buds are set. A diluted amount of 
liquid fertilizer can be added then as well, 
especially if the soil hasn’t been refreshed in 
many years.  

When the plant is done flowering, it will 

go into a period of rest; almost no water is 
necessary for nearly two months. Just prior to 
bud set it will rest again but this time the soil 
shouldn’t dry out completely.  

Two environmental factors are responsible 
for coaxing a plant into bloom. The first is 
temperature and the second is light.  

If temperatures at night range between 55 
and 60 degrees for a six week period, the plant 
will set buds regardless of day length. If tem-
peratures run higher than that, thirteen hours 
of uninterrupted darkness will bring about 
buds.  

Simply put the plant to bed each night from 
6 p.m.-8a.m. until buds form. My luck has 
been temperature related; because I leave the 
plants outside until early fall its temperature 
requirements are met and I am delighted with 
blooms come Christmas time.  

If your plant sets buds and then drops them 
prior to full bloom it is likely due to over-
watering or exposure.  For this reason, keep 
it away from drafty windows, doorways or 
radiators.  

If you don’t already own Christmas cactus, 
consider purchasing one this holiday. Better 
yet, start a plant. 

Simply get a leaf - no longer than two or 
three segments, from a friend. They are easy 
to root in regular potting soil.  

Two or three of these per four inch pot is 
perfect. By year two you should be delighted 
with some beautiful flowers and maybe the 
start of your own family tradition.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Security” account, which is easy to do at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

To prepare for applying later, you can also 
create your personal online account now (it’s 
required to apply online), at which you will 
see what your estimated benefit will be at 
different ages. Of course, your wife first (and 
later you) can also call Social Security at 
1-800-7721213 to request an appointment to 
apply for SS retirement benefits in person. 

Applications which are not done online are 
usually taken over the phone vs. requiring a 
visit to your local Social Security office, but 
applying online is, by far, the most efficient 
method; you can link to the application pro-
cess from your online account.   

One important thing to be aware of: By 
claiming at age 62, the monthly payment for 
each of you will be 70% of what it would be 
at your Full Retirement Age and that is a per-
manent reduction. 

If you expect at least average longevity 
about 84 for you and 87 for your wife and 
if it is financially feasible, then waiting lon-
ger to claim would yield a higher monthly 
amount as well as the most in cumulative 
lifetime benefits. 

For those with an FRA of 67, SS retire-
ment benefits claimed at FRA are 30% higher 
than at 62 and, if claimed at 70 are 75% more 

than at 62. Although the decision on when to 
claim is always personal, a married couple 
should also evaluate their joint needs when 
deciding.  

One final word of caution: although you 
and your wife are now retired from working, 
be aware that if you claim SS benefits before 
your FRA and return to work, Social Security 
has an earnings test which limits how much 
you can earn before some benefits are taken 
away. The earnings test lasts until you reach 
your full retirement age. 

The Associat ion Mature  Ci t i zens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

Guest coLumN inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

BOSTON – On Nov. 29 Peter J. Durant 
(R-Spencer) was officially sworn in as the 
next State Senator for the Worcester and 
Hampshire District by Governor Maura 
Healey. 

Durant fills the seat vacated by former state 
Sen. Anne Gobi, who stepped down in June to 
take a role in Healey’s Administration. 

“I am grateful to everyone in the Worcester 
and Hampshire District for trusting me to 
be your next State Senator,” said Durant in 
a press release. “I promise all the constitu-
ents of this district that I will work hard to 
ensure that your interests on represented on 
Beacon Hill. I will work continuously to make 

a positive difference for our district and our 
Commonwealth. I will always stand with the 
taxpayers, help small businesses, and ensure 
that our state government is accountable.” 

Durant looks forward to hitting the ground 
running. He and his team will begin building 
relationships with constituents, and local offi-
cials on day one. 

Durant will be meeting with local offi-
cials over the course of the next few weeks to 
understand their needs and how he can best 
serve the community in Boston. He looks for-
ward to being the liaison between the district 
and state government. 

Durant will serve the towns of Barre, 

Brookfield, East Brookfield, Hardwick, 
Holden, Hubbardston, Leicester, New 
Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, Paxton, 
Phillipston, Princeton, Rutland, Spencer, 
Sterling, Templeton, West Brookfield, 
Westminster, Ware, and the cities of Gardner, 
and Worcester, Ward 7, Precinct 2,4,5,6 and 
Ward 9, Precincts 3 and 4. 

Durant previously served the 6th Worcester 
District in the House of Representatives 
from 2011-2023. He began his public service 
career as a member of the Spencer Finance 
Committee in 1999 and served as that Board’s 
chairman for three years before being elected 
to the Spencer Selectboard in 2006.

Durant sworn in as Senator for Worcester & Hampshire District

Resident grateful for people 
that make Ware wonderful

In the holiday season, it’s a good time to 
sit back and reflect on what we’re grateful 
for.

I have been blessed to grow up in this 
great town and own Nat Falk for the last 
34 years. I’ve been able to meet thousands 
of awesome people over the years because 
of this and hopefully have made a positive 
impact on the community.

We are so lucky to live here, sure Ware 
has its problems like any town, but we have 
so many great people and organizations that 
make this the wonderful place it is. 

The Main Street looks beautiful every 
year because of the Holiday Flair Committee 
and all the volunteers out working in the 
cold to make it happen.

Then there’s the Ware Knights of 
Columbus who among many things, do the 
Coats for Kids program which I’m honored 
to play a small part in.

Halloween and Christmas activities in 
town including the beautiful drive-thrus at 
Grenville Park, and the Ware Lions Club 
who among all their good works put a series 
of free concerts in Grenville Park for every-
one to enjoy. 

Then there are all the volunteers who 
make youth sports available for all our local 
youth. 

I’m sure there are dozens of other groups, 
organizations and people that contribute to 
Ware being the great place it is. I know I’m 
grateful to all of them.

Charlie Lask
Ware

Letter to the editor

Please see ADVOCATE, page 11
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Dear Patients,

It has been a true pleasure and an honor to provide Eye Care 
to so many people in Palmer and surrounding areas throughout my career. 

I will be retiring February 15, 2024 after 44 years 
and will no longer be providing eye care after that date. 

Quabbin Valley Eye Care is in the process of interviewing new provider 
candidates, and will notify patients once exam schedules are available.

All patients records will be maintained by Quabbin Valley Eye Care 
1448 North Main Street, Palmer MA 01069, 

and a copy of your records will be available within 30 days. 
A record release form is available to you from our office if requested.

In the interim Ludlow Eye Associates at Maple Tree Square, Ludlow MA 
(413-583-3600) has agreed to provide necessary services.

Contact lens exams with a current eyeglass prescription, materials and 
optical services are still available at QVEC with our licensed Optician.

I wish you all the best for your future health and happiness.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gary Wolf

Optometrist
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Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
ABOVE: Dancers from the Get Up 
and Dance Studio in Gilbertville 
participated in this past Saturday’s 
Christmas in Barre parade.

GILBERTVILLE 
DANCE STUDIO 
JOINS IN PARADE
RIGHT: Sarah Nydam, owner 
of the Get Up and Dance 
Studio in Gilbertville, 
throws candy from the 
back of the truck with 
the help of her hus-
band, Tim. 

community

was received by the committee 
from Anne Barnes for the Town 
House, and Korzec said while her 
request is not in his committee’s 
jurisdiction (due to being under the 
$25,000 threshold) the committee 
supports her request. 

Korzec presented two rec-
ommendations that the Capital 
Planning Committee voted one, 
the first regarding the school on 
Ruggles Hill Road. He said a town 
meeting vote from 2013 approved 
spending $4,000 to prepare for the 
whole or partial sale of the prop-
erty.

He said the property could be 
divided into two lots, as the town’s 
water supply is also located on the 
site. 

Korzec said the old ice rink and 
school building comprise 2.63 acres 
and the town well and emergen-
cy generator house is an additional 
10,320 square feet.

He said the decision to sell the 
property is under the authority of 
the Select Board.

The Select Board voted to move 
forward with selecting a realtor to 
help find parties interested in the 
property.

The second recommenda-
tion from the Capital Planning 
Committee is to compile a com-

prehensive asset list. The list will 
include land, buildings, bridges, 
and all capital property and assets.

“Currently there is no asset list 
in town,” Korzec said. “I think we 
need one.”

Used car sales complaint
The property owner of 2089 

Greenwich Road asked the Select 
Board to consider nonrenewal of 
the Class II used car sales and 
repair license held by Affordable 
Cars, which is owned and operated 
by Brian Gillespie.

Gil lespie has seven years 
remaining on a 10-year lease 
to operate his business at 2089 
Greenwich Road. 

The property owner purchased 
the site in 2021 and it had an 
open lease with Gillespie. Since 
this time, the property owner has 
determined that Gillespie’s business 
practices were “basically deplor-
able.”

He said Gillespie gets used cars 
from three states, fixes them up, 
and sells them on consignment. He 
said most of Gillespie’s sales are 
from outside of Worcester county.

“He’s really preying on really 
vulnerable people who are spend-
ing all the money they own for 
these vehicles,” the property owner 
said.

He said Gillespie has had his 
used car license revoked twice 
already, including in Ware in 2018. 
Gillespie said that decision was 
overturned, and that his license in 
Ware was transferred to Hardwick.

The property owner also said 
Gillespie doesn’t apply for new 
licenses with towns, rather he 
comes in under joint ownership of 
an existing business. 

“He’s able to gain access that 
way, and not answer questions 
about losing his license in the state 
and any prior instances,” he said. 

The  proper ty  owner  sa id 
Gillespie had a contract to rent 
and maintain a port-a-potty from 
Parkers Portables, which he did 
not pay. The port-a-potty has since 
been repossessed.

Gillespie said he ended up buy-
ing two of his own port-a-potties, 
which is why he stopped renting 
one.

The property owner said the 
Police Department has been called 
to the site due to customer com-
plaints, but there isn’t much they 
can do.

“The state Attorney General’s 
Office has two current complaints 
since he’s acquired the license from 
Hardwick to operate this business 
of customers who’ve been cheated,” 
he said. 

Gillespie said the property has 
been inspected following com-
plaints filed with the Board of 
Health and other departments, and 
no violations were found. Gillespie 
said the Building Inspector has also 
checked the site, and found no vio-
lations.

“He’s been trying to get me out 
of there,” Gillespie said of the prop-
erty owner.

The Select Board voted to take 
the information from both parties 
under advisement.

Wastewater update
Wa t e r  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l 

Facilities Superintendent Scott 
Potter said the alarm system at the 
Wheelwright plant was upgraded, 
giving them access to more than 
just a power outage alarm.

He said the Department of 
Environmental Protection and 
Environmental Protection Agency 
toured the wastewater treatment 
facilities, prior to the start of the 
town’s wastewater upgrade project.

Potter voiced his opposition to 
hiring oversight for the construction 
phase of this project. He said dig-
ging has been completed in the first 
leg and there were no issues.

“I just think it’s money that we 
don’t need to spend on that,” he 
said. 

Town Administrator Nicole 
Parker said weekly project updates 
for the town’s wastewater system 
upgrade are posted on the depart-
ment’s website. 

Fire Chief retirement
Selec t  Board  Cha i r  Er ic 

Vollheim said he’s been speak-
ing with Fire Chief Raymond 
Walker and Deputy Chief Joshua 
Pease about Walker’s upcoming 
retirement. Vollheim suggested 
the Select Board consider nam-
ing Pease as interim Fire Chief for 
a period of six months and then 
reviewing.

Select Board members Kelly 
Kemp and H. Robert Ruggles 
shared concerns about Pease taking 
on the role, while still being a full-
time police officer. They noted the 
demands of both jobs. 

Ruggles and Kemp also suggest-
ed speaking with other towns and 
exploring the possibility of sharing 
resources, as well as hearing from 
members of the Fire Department. 

The Select Board will be meet-
ing Walker and Pease to discuss the 
position.

Walker will be retiring on Dec. 
25. 

Conservation restriction 
Cynthia Henshaw, executive 

director of the East Quabbin Land 
Trust, said she has been working 
with North Road property owner 
Chet Boronski. 

Henshaw said Boronski will be 
donating an approximately eight-
acre parcel of land that includes 
part of a hayfield to the EQLT and 
place a conservation restriction on 
the property. The EQLT will in turn 
donate the conservation restriction 
to the town. 

“We’re working in partnership to 
make this happen,” Henshaw said. 

The Select Board voted to 
accept the conservation restriction 
as presented.

Recognitions
Vollheim thanked Lagrant 

Electric for their help in installing 
a generator at the Fire Department. 
He also thanked Kemp for organiz-
ing the delivery of poinsettias to 
the town’s senior citizens.

Kemp thanked everyone who 
donated and volunteered to deliver 
poinsettias this year.

Police Department grant
The Select Board accepted 

a grant on behalf of the Police 
Department in the amount of 
$35,126.58.

HARDWICK from page 1

WARE – Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren support group meets 
Wednesday mornings from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. at Behavioral Health Network’s 
Family Resource Center, 82 Main St.

Join the group weekly to have adult 
conversation and to connect with others 

going through the same things you are, 
trying to be both parent and grandpar-
ent.

For more information or to register 
contact the Family Resource Center by 
calling 413-277-6601 or emailing bhn-
frc@bhninc.org.

Support group offered for grandparents 
raising grandchildren

HADLEY – On Nov.  4 , 
Congressman James P. McGovern 
(D-Massachusetts) stood with 
local conservation champions and 
officials to call for the passage of 
the Connecticut River Watershed 
Partnership Act.

The act is a new piece of leg-
islation he has introduced along-
side Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
(D-New Hampshire) to direct the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
establish a new, whole-of-water-
shed conservation strategy for the 
Connecticut River. 

T h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r 
Watershed Partnership Act autho-
rizes grant money for organiza-
tions for conservation, trails, 
transit, sustainable agriculture 
and more, protecting the 7.2 
million-acre Connecticut River 
Watershed that is essential in 
contributing to the resilience of 
its resident natural and human 
communities. It supplies drink-
ing water for 2.3 million people, 
including residents of major cit-
ies like Springfield and Hartford, 
Connecticut, and fills reservoirs 
that provide water to another 2.5 
million people in the Greater 
Boston area. 

“The decisions we make now 
will literally determine whether 
future generations will have the 
same opportunities that we are 
so lucky to have today. We are 
at an inflection point in the cli-
mate crisis, and protecting nature 

is one of the best tools we have,” 
McGovern told those gathered 
at the press conference. “We are 
here because this river - and this 
entire river valley-is a special 
place. Whether you’re just visit-
ing, or your family has called the 
Valley home for generations, it’s 
easy to see why the Connecticut 
River is worthy of recognition and 
protection.”

The Watershed offers numer-
ous environmental and economic 
benefits to diverse stakeholders 
and industries, including forestry, 
fisheries, farming, hunting, rec-
reation, boating and tourism. In 
New England, outdoor recreation 
is a significant economic driver, 
supporting 195,500 jobs and con-
tributing over $17 billion to the 
economies of the five watershed 
states. 

The CRWPA creates a dedi-
cated funding stream to leverage 
state, local, and private invest-
ments to support nonregulatory 
conservation, restoration, edu-
cation, and recreation efforts in 
the watershed. The legislation 
is modeled on successful part-
nerships enabled by bipartisan 
Federal legislation such as the 
Chesapeake WILD Act (2020), 
and the Delaware River Basin 
Conservation Act (2015). 

The CRWPA is supported by 
advocacy groups which collec-
tively represent millions of grass-
roots supporters in New England 

and across the United States, 
including: American Rivers, 
Ammonoosuc Conservat ion 
Trust, Appalachian Mountain 
Club, Atowi Project, Audubon 
Vermont, Connecticut Association 
of Conservation and Inland 
Wetlands Commissions, Inc., 
Connecticut Audubon Society, 
Connecticut Council on Soil and 
Water Conservation, Connecticut 
Forest & Park Association, 
Connecticut Land Conservation 
C o u n c i l ,  C o n n e c t i c u t 
Landmarks, Connecticut River 
Coastal Conservation District, 
Connecticut River Conservancy, 
Conservation Law Foundation, 
Deerfie ld  River  Watershed 
Association, Eightmile River 
Wild & Scenic Coordinating 
Commi t t ee ,  E lnu  Abenak i 
Tribe, Estuary Magazine, Fort 
River Watershed Association, 
Franklin Land Trust, Friends of 
Nulhegan, Friends of Pondicherry, 
Friends of Silvio O. Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Refuge, Greening Greenfield, 
Highstead Foundation, Hilltown 
Land Trust, Housatonic Valley 
Assoc ia t ion ,  Kes t re l  Land 
Trust,  Land Trust Alliance, 
Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Districts, Mass 
Audubon, Massachusetts Land 
Trust Coalition, Massachusetts 
Rivers Alliance, Mount Grace 

New act calls for protection of 
Connecticut River Watershed

Please see WATERSHED, page 11
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948 Main Street, Warren, MA • 413-436-8491

Friday, December 9th ~ 7pm-11pm

Alley Kings

Wednesday Nights ~ 7pm-10pm
Mix Tape Music Bingo/Prizes!

Friday Nights ~ 8pm-11pm
Karaoke

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 23rd

8pm-11:30pm

Tony Soul

EVERY SUNDAY
DARTS

LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm • All Welcome

Project 
Band

OPEN EVERYDAY AT NOONOPEN EVERYDAY AT NOON
199 North Brookfield Rd., East Brookfield

(508) 867-6629
www.bogeylanes.com

Bowling, Leagues, Billiards, Arcades, 
Birthday Parties, Snack Bar, Beer & Wine

WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!WINTER FUN FOR EVERYONE!

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for our waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENT

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal
SCHOOL VAN DRIVERS
Monson - Palmer - Barre - Brookfield

 $19.50/hr. 
WE WILL TRAIN & LICENSE YOU  

Paid sick time, Paid FMLA, 
Paid holidays.

Work the school schedule, 
split shifts. 

JP MCCARTHY BUS
email jobs@mccarthybus.com

text or call 774-200-6762

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – The Board of 
Selectmen reviewed a contract 
between the town and Weston 
& Sampson for professional 
planning services regarding the 
Wright’s Mill Master Recovery 
Plan.

At the Nov. 30 meeting, Town 
Administrator James Ferrera 
said the request for proposal was 
successful, bringing in two com-
petitive proposals. A committee 
reviewed the proposals and came 
to a unanimous decision in favor 
of Weston & Sampson.

The cost proposal for ser-
vices from Weston & Sampson is 
$223,400.

The board voted to accept 
the proposal from Weston & 
Sampson.

Warning from ABCC
Adminis t ra t ive  Ass is tan t 

Karen Dusty said she received 
an email from the Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission 
stating that Whiskey Hill Liquors, 
Countryside Pub, Warren Package 
Store and Glenda’s Pub were test-
ed recently, and all served alcohol 
to a minor. 

Dusty said the ABCC decided 
to issue a warning to all four busi-
nesses. 

Board of Selectmen Vice-
Chair Richard Eichacker said only 
Warren Package Store had been 
involved in a similar incident in 
the past.

Board of Selectmen Chair 
David Dufresne said serving alco-
hol to minors is unacceptable, and 
he requested that each of the busi-
nesses come before the board to 
discuss steps to prevent this from 
happening again. 

Town Administrator’s report
Ferrera said electrical work 

is being completed at the Senior 
Center, including emergency exit 
signs, wiring of exterior lighting, 
and light switches inside of the 
building that were not functional. 

He said Tecton Architects is 
looking to meet with the board 
about the financial feasibility 
study for a public safety complex, 
either at the end of December or 

in January. 
Dufresne said they would like 

to try to dedicate the second meet-
ing in January to a meeting with 
Tecton Architects. 

Ferrera said he met with the 
Sewer Commissioners, and they 
are accepting applications for the 
positions of wastewater treatment 
plant operator/mechanic.

“It’s critical that we get the 
position filled,” Ferrera said. 
“We’re trying to get as much out-
reach as possible to draw any-
body’s interest in that position.”

Ferrera said he is also working 
with the Board of Health to fill the 
health agent/inspector position. 

Ferrera said they are also look-
ing at addressing maintenance 
issues at the Police Department, 
including moisture. He said the 
Friends of the Town Hall have 
also requested permission to paint 
the front door of the Town Hall 
sometime in the spring.

Ferrera said the Board of 
Health has a list of “problem 
properties” and court action may 
be necessary in some cases.

Issues range from junk in the 
yard to vegetation overgrowth, 
hoarding, vermin, feces/waste and 
code violations.

Ferrera said the grit screw is 
being installed at the wastewater 
plant, and it should be up and run-
ning within a week or two.

Town Accountant
Ferrera provided the board 

with an updated job descrip-
tion for the position of Town 
Accountant. 

He said the job will be posted 
from Dec. 15 through the middle 
of January.

Ferrera said at town meet-
ing, additional money was trans-
ferred to the Assistant Town 
Accountant’s salary line until the 
position of Town Accountant can 
be filled. Effective Dec. 8, the 
assistant will temporarily increase 
her hours to 25-30 hours a week at 
a rate of $35 an hour. 

Fire report
Fire Chief Adam Lavoie said 

for the month of October, the 
department responded to 41 total 
incidents including nine motor 
vehicle accidents, four medical 
assists, one structure fire, 10 acti-

vated alarms, one carbon monox-
ide call, two investigations, two 
power line incidents, one illegal 
burn, one gas emergency, one ser-
vice call, one good intent call, one 
cooking fire incident, one chim-
ney fire, one electrical equipment 
issue and one extrication/rescue.

Lavoid said the department 
also responded to 59 ambulance 
calls.

The department’s new truck 
has arrived, and should be in ser-
vice by the end of December.

Trash complaint
Dufresne said  somebody 

dumped a recliner chair on 
Douglas Road, as well as trash 
by the train tracks at the lights on 
Route 67 in West Warren.

He said residents and the 
Highway Department work hard 
to keep the town clean and he 
asked people to be responsible for 
disposing of items. 

“We’re trying to clean up our 
community, make it nice – pick 
up your trash,” Dufresne said. He 
said there are trash cans located 
on the Common. 

Clothing donation bins are also 
located at the Shepard Municipal 
Building where people can drop 
their unwanted clothing. The town 
receives $.07 per pound of cloth-
ing collected from the bins. 

Dufresne said he has heard 
suggestions from residents to 
remove Salvation Army bins at 
the transfer station, and replace 
them with the same ones the 
Shepard Municipal Building has. 
He said the reason is because the 
town doesn’t receive any revenue 
from the Salvation Army bins and 
the chain’s nearest location has 
closed. 

Grant acceptance
Ferrera said the town received 

a  Massachuset ts  In ter local 
Insurance Agency cybersecurity 
grant in the amount of $5,000 for 
firewall protection at the Highway 
Department, Senior Center and 
Sewer Department. The board 
voted to accept the grant.

Lucy Stone Park
Eichacker said signs have been 

delivered for Lucy Stone Park, 
and will be installed.

Selectmen OK proposal for 
Wright’s Mill planning services

warren

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – What makes a 
small town unique is the local busi-
nesses who show no signs of stop-
ping. 

George’s Tire Place, located off 
Route 67, has been an establish-
ment for the small town commu-
nity since 1967. An essential busi-
ness serving the town of Warren 
and neighboring communities. 

In its 56-year run, propri-
etor George J. Poleshuk has kept 
his tire place and garage run-
ning strong. Poleshuk of West 
Brookfield grew up with the busi-
ness his father started more than 
half a century ago. 

The business first opened 
as George’s Tire Sales under 
Poleshuk’s father. Already man-
aging a nearby garage, Poleshuk’s 
father began adding on to his busi-
ness in Warren in the early 1970s. 

In 1987, Poleshuk took over the 
business and rebranded the garage 
to George’s Tire Place; the name 
that stands out today. 

Throughout the years, George’s 
Tire Place has offered services 
in multiple repairs. However, as 
the name on the sign off Route 
67 indicates, the main focus and 
service of the business was tire 
repairs. 

This line of work has certainly 
been Poleshuk’s passion over the 
years, and it is serving the people 
in town.

His favorite part of the job is 
“Getting people out of a tough 
bind,” said Poleshuk. “Helping 
people and solving unexpected 
issues.”

George’s Tire Place is busy 
most of the year, especially from 
October to the holiday months. 
Poleshuk is always ready at the 
phone to take your call and hear 
your needs. The business may 
carry his name, but Poleshuk 
doesn’t work alone. 

As of now, Poleshuk has three 
staff members at his garage and 
provides exceptional service to 
locals in need. Over the years, he 
has had phenomenal staff under 
his business and mentioned he 
has a myriad of memories of all 
who have worked at George’s Tire 
Place.

One memorable story dates 
back to 2009 where George’s Tire 
Place got exposure on a national 
level. A story with photos about 
George’s Tire Place was featured 
in Muscle Car Review Magazine. 

Poleshuk still has a copy of 
the story displayed in his waiting 
room. Photos highlighted tires 
being stacked at George’s Tire 
Place.

For the business, Warren has 
been a great home for Poleshuk 
and his tire place.

“The town of Warren and I 
have gotten along very well,” said 

Poleshuk. 
Residents of Warren are very 

common customers at George’s 
Tire Place but has also attracted 
customers in the neighboring com-
munities. Customers come from 
West Brookfield, Brookfield, 
North Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Palmer and Spencer. 

Many overseas customers even 
get tire service from Poleshuk. He 
has met people who have bought 
tires from him and had them later 
installed to the cars. 

Afterwards, those vehicles are 
shipped overseas to England and 
other nations in Europe. 

One of Poleshuk’s favorite parts 
about his job is interacting with 
customers from the past and the 
present. A lot of conversations hap-
pen at Mason’s Grille in Warren 
where he goes for breakfast. 

Many locals and his regular cus-
tomers run into Poleshuk there and 
it is always a fun interaction. 

Many familiar  faces take 
Poleshuk back in time to when he 
first met his regular customers.

“I didn’t feel old until my 
paperboy came in to buy tires,” 
said Poleshuk. 

In the years Poleshuk has oper-
ated his tire place, he has main-
tained a lot of knowledge and 
experience. In other words, he is a 
source you can trust when it comes 
to servicing your vehicle and what 
tires best support it. 

George’s Tire Place is a veter-
an business with a lot of retained 
knowledge. George really knows 
his business and his customers 
appreciate his advice in person and 
on the phone.

“I give my best advice,” said 
Poleshuk.

Tires can be found easily and 
come in all brands, shapes and 
sizes at George’s Tire Place. For 
years, Poleshuk had upwards to 
4,000 tires in stock. 

In more recent years, Poleshuk 
has kept a steady amount in stock 
of around 1,500. No matter the 
amounts, he is accommodating to 
his customers. 

Generosity is a known quality 
at George’s Tire Place as the com-

pany donates to local food pan-
tries, police charities and national 
charities every year. In the past, 
George’s Tire Place has been a 
generous sponsor of several local 
softball teams, baseball teams, and 
car races. 

For years, George’s Tire Place 
has been a sponsor at Riverside 
Speedway  and  Monadnock 
Speedway in New Hampshire. 

As of 2023, George’s Tire Place 
is always there for people who are 
in a bind when it comes to their 
vehicle. Poleshuk and his team 
have been learning new tricks on 
tire systems on certain vehicles. 

Besides automobiles, George’s 
Tire Place also services tractor 
vehicles and other farming vehi-
cles. 

Poleshuk expects a very busy 
season during the holidays and 
looks forward to serving the public 
in the place his business has called 
home for over 50 years.

George’s Tire Place has services 
such as offering new and used 
tires, inner tubes for tractor tires, 
and snow tires. George’s Tire Place 
is located at 386 Boston Post Road, 
and can be reached by calling 413-
436-5779 and is there for you if 
you’re in a scrape. 

George’s Tire Place is there for 
you when you’re in a scrape. 

GEORGE’S TIRE PLACE

Business owner keeps the wheels rolling

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
George’s Tire Place has been an established business in Warren since 
1967. It’s located off Route 67 in Warren and has proudly served the 
town and neighboring communities.

WARREN – Gentle yoga 
or stress relief ad to loosen up, 
relax and breathe easy, will be 
held at the Warre Senior Center, 
2252 Main St., West Warren on 
Thursday, Dec. 7 from 6:30-8 
p.m.

Let peace prevail this holiday 
season, starting with you. Enjoy 
a slower-paced yoga practice with 
simple poses that make you feel 

like yourself again. 
Yoga and meditation are clin-

ically tested tools for reducing 
stress and improving health. 

This workshop will be pre-
sented by Phil Milgrom of the 
Centered Place in Warren and is 
sponsored by the Warren Public 
Library with a grant from the 
Warren Cultural Council ,  a 
local agency supported by the 

Massachusetts Cultural council, a 
state agency.

Registration is required by 
calling 413-436-7690 or email-
ing warrenpubliclibrary@hotmail.
com. Please bring a mat and one 
or two blankets and cushions, if 
possible. 

This event is free and suitable 
for all ages 15 and up. No previ-
ous yoga experience required.

Gentle yoga for stress relief offered Dec. 7
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. $149
lb

SALE DATES: 12/7/23-12/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ..........................

$259

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DUMPLINGS ..............
$799

ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$179
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$299

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$277

$399

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE FAMILY PAK
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
HEAT & EAT BBQ MARINATED

BABY BACK RIBS ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ...............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$144
lb

$477
lb

$888
lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, CORNISH HENS AND 

FRESH PORK & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

CUT 
FREE

Available
AvailableCARDS

2024
QUABBIN HISTORY

CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!
ON SALE AT:

HARDWICK:
Mimi’s Coffeehouse
THORNDIKE:

Junction Variety
WARE:

Young Mens Library

W. BROOKFIELD:
Plantation Store

Quaboag Bookshop

or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

The 

Yoga 
for  

Every  
Body

Yoga leaves you more relaxed, centered,  
open and energized.   

Come experience this for yourself. 
  

Offering both onsite and online classes 
 

      Voted Best Yoga in the region by  
     Town & Country Living Magazine 

 

The Warren Public Library invited guests 
upstairs to enjoy a large selection of treats and 
cider.

Glenda’s was the spot to get your face 
painted or to make your own ornament. 

Warren WIC, The Lost Arts and Diva 
Dance School held open houses, offering 
games, activities or vendors.

Leah Shattuck of West Brookfield and her 
team of draft horses offered free wagon rides 
around the Common, for all to enjoy. 

On the Common, people could pick up 
a s’mores making kit from the Parks and 
Recreation Department to roast over sever-
al firepits. Apple cider was provided by 
Breezeland Orchards, and the Donkin Donuts 
and the Donut Man passed out coupons. 

Boy Scout Troop 142 sold their custom 
wood crafts, sure to spruce up your home 
for the holiday season. Tam O’Shanter Farm 
brought Wilbur the Pig and had crafts for chil-
dren.

The Dance Factory sold hot chocolate as a 
fundraiser, and wreaths were sold by Warren 
Fire Department.

The Quaboag Chorus sang holiday songs 
and the Quaboag Performing Arts Boosters 
had items available for sale. 

Santa’s mailbox was filled with letters as 
the night went on, and families enjoyed meet-
ing with the man himself, posing for a photo in 
his sleigh. 

The Community Emergency Response 
Team helped people cross the road safely, and 
Lizak Bus Service, Inc. provided a free shuttle 
service from the Shepard Municipal Building. 

Next up for the Parks and Recreation 
Department is the “Light the Night” Holiday 
Decorating Contest for Warren and West 
Warren held on Dec. 15, 16 and 17 from 5-9 
p.m. 

Entry forms are due by Dec. 9 to be eligi-
ble to win a prize. Forms are available at the 
Warren and West Warren Post Offices and can 
be mailed to Light the Night/Warren Parks 
& Rec., P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083 or 
emailed to parksandrec@warren-ma.gov. 

Registration can also be completed online 
at https://forms.office.com/r/xrkiLZNcfW.

Prizes will be awarded to Favorite #1 
($150), Favorite #2 ($100), Favorite #3 ($75), 
and Best of Quaboag (prize to be determined). 
Six participation prizes in the amount of $50 
each will also be awarded in a random draw-
ing.

Maps of Light the Night will be available 
on the “Warren Parks Department” Facebook 

p a g e ,  o r  a t  a 
drive-through at 
t he  f ron t  doo r 
entrance of  the 
Shepard Municipal 
Building, 48 High 
St., on Friday, Dec. 
15. See Santa and 
enjoy hot chocolate 
and treats compli-
ments of the Parks 
and  Recrea t ion 
Department.

Maps will  be 
a v a i l a b l e  o u t -
side the Shepard 
Municipal Building 
on Dec. 16 and 17 
as well. 

LIGHTS from page1

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Representing Tam O’Shanter Farm from left are Madeline 
Davidson, Jaime Lynn Pappas and Mandy Pappas.

Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 142 sold a variety of wood 
crafts, including stars, trees and creches. 

Hot chocolate and cookies were available to guests at 
Mason’s Grille, as well as beef stew and clam chowder in 
bread bowls.

Diva Dance School performed a number of holiday songs.

These dancers wore festive hats and holiday sweaters.

Decorations can be found throughout the town, 
including on the steps of the Town Hall.

After a countdown, the tree was lit by Santa Claus.

SantaSanta  lights the Commonlights the Common

including stained glass, ceramics, woodworking, 
scratchboard, plaster, photographs, oil, acrylic, and 
watercolor paintings, and so much more. 

“We wanted to have a small work show because 
of the holidays,” Eichacker explained. “Small 
works are usually more affordable than larger and 
can make excellent gifts. We want people to love 
the artwork as much as we do.” 

At the gallery’s opening was Janet Pozar, a 
talented painter, showing off her stunning and 
detailed mini paintings. 

“I get ideas from photographs I take,” Pozar 
said. “I think it is a fun thing to do, and everyone 
can create art. It makes you feel good.” 

Alex Pope’s pumpkin sculptures were a fantas-
tic addition with three different colors to flush out 
the colors of the clay. 

“The natural objects and forms inspire me. But 
once I make one piece, it inspires the next. I am 
inspired by nature,” Pope said.

ArtWorks Gallery is open Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1-4 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.workshop13.org.

TALENT from page 1

Janet Pozar is shown with her beautiful little 
paintings and landscapes, which are part of the 
ArtWorks Gallery’s “Beautiful Little Things” small 
works exhibition, on display through Dec. 17.

Alex Pope is 
shown with his 
beautiful pot-
tery pumpkins.

Turley Photos by 
Emily-Rose Pappas

Perfect pottery turned and sculpted by artist 
Elisa Eaton.



Page 8, Ware River News, December 7, 2023

Holiday gatherings are starting up, which means it’s time to prevent the spread of germs by getting vaccinated! 
The Flu and Covid vaccines are safe and eective for ages six months and older, and can help protect you from serious illness. 

Healthy Quaboag is here to remind you to take care of yourself and those around you by getting vaccinated ahead of the holiday season, because YOU MATTER! 
Find vaccines near you at www.healthyquaboag.org/rural-vaccine-equality-initiative-rvei/

Go to www.healthyquaboag.org to find vaccines near you.

TOWNS SERVED BY HEALTHY QUABOAG:
Barre | Belchertown | Brimfield | Brookfield | East Brookfield | Hardwick | Holland | Ludlow | Monson 
New Braintree | North Brookfield | Palmer | Spencer | Wales | Ware | Warren | West Brookfield | Wilbraham LEARN MOREfacebook.com/healthyquaboag
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This holiday season, protect yourself and
your loved ones from COVID & the FLU!

WARE HIGH SCHOOLWARE HIGH SCHOOL Holiday Craft FairHoliday Craft Fair

Winter is fast approaching, and the craft fair had vendors selling warm winter 
hats and scarves.

Handmade dish towels are unique crafts that are 
useful at home.

SLM Creative Crafts had ceramic tiles featuring numerous designs.

Handmade onesie dresses would be a great gift for someone 
new in the family. CME Pottery offers hand built and handmade pieces such as cups, plates, and vases. If you’re an art lover, these canvases would light up the 

room.

An assortment of Christmas crafts including scent-
ed candles were available during the craft fair.

The arts were flooding the craft fair in all shapes 
and sizes, including painted rocks that cannot be 
ignored.

United Church of Ware had a series of unique crafts 
available for purchase, including toy soldiers.

Many crafts available can be useful for day-to-day 
routines such as cloths, handkerchiefs and wallets.
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WARE – After a disappointing end to last 
season, Ware girls basketball hopes to come 
back from a 7-13 campaign and make the state 
tournament this season. The Indians began prac-
tices last week as they prepare for their season 
opener, which is scheduled for Dec. 8 at Smith 
Academy. Ware was set to scrimmage Mahar ear-
lier this week and comes home for the first time 
on Tuesday, Dec. 12 against Athol High School 
at 7 p.m.

Indians looking
to make states

Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
Finn McFaul works to get away from pressure.

Amelia Orszulak tries to maintain possession 
under tight defense.

Madisyn 
Slattery 
dribbles 

toward the 
hoop.

Shelby Hogan makes a pass along the 
perimeter.

Pathfinder looks 
to season ahead

PALMER – Pathfinder boys basketball 
continued preseason practices last week. The 
Pioneers had a scrimmage earlier this week 
and are scheduled to open up with Pioneer 
Valley Christian on Dec. 7. Their home 
opener is on Friday, Dec. 15 against Ludlow. 
Last year’s team went 11-9 overall. They 
faced Paulo Freire, a team that no longer 
exists, in the state tournament last year. They 
were defeated by 71-36. Pathfinder hopes for 
another run in this year’s state tournament as 
well as a shot at Western Mass.

The boys went 11-9 last year and made 
the state tournament.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Coach Zac Button gives his team some 
direction.

Pathfinder has another week of practice 
before opening up the regular season.

They faced Paulo Freire in last year’s tour-
nament.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials 
Association (PVSOA), which was formed in 1946, held 
its annual banquet at the Polish American Citizens Club in 
Ludlow on Dec. 1.

One of the highlights of the evening was the buffet 
catered by Tony & Penny’s Restaurant.

There was also an awards ceremony. 
Ludlow junior Thomas Wadas is the 2023 George E. 

Russell Award (Boys Large School MCP award) winner.
“Thomas falls in line with all our former Ludlow play-

ers who have won the George Russell Award,” said long-
time Ludlow boys soccer coach Greg Kolodziey, who 
won his 200th career game this fall. “He’s a very talented 
player who has worked extremely hard to get what he has 
achieved.”

Wadas is the 24th Ludlow boys’ soccer player to receive 
the Russell award, which is named in memory of the for-
mer Ludlow High School principal, since 1965. The first 
Ludlow boys’ soccer player to win the prestigious award 
was Bob Duarte.

Wadas, who’s a three-year varsity starter, didn’t attend 
this year’s PVSOA banquet because the Ludlow High 
School soccer banquet was held on the same night.  

In his first three seasons as a member of the varsity soc-
cer team, Wadas, who’s a midfielder, scored 15 goals and 
15 assists. He also helped the Lions (18-2-2) capture the 
Western Mass. Class A title for the third consecutive year. 
The Lions also competed in the Division 1 state tourna-
ment.     

Pathfinder Tech senior Riley Sanderson received the 
Henry O. Holly/Dave Grieve (Boys Small School MVP 
award).

“I received an email from my soccer coach (David 

PVSOA presents 
year-end awards

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Pathfinder’s Riley Sanderson was the Small School MVP.

BARRE – Last week, Quabbin 
girls basketball prepared for 
their regular season opener. The 
Panthers are set to begin play-
ing on Monday, Dec. 11 against 

Worcester Tech. The game is 
home at 6:30 p.m. Quabbin 
also had a pair of scrimmages 
last week against Nashoba and 
Palmer.

Panthers preparing for 
regular season

Hannah Baxter sets the pick as Mia Ducos drives toward the basket.

Riley Bassett reaches for the 
rebound with Hannah Baxter 
behind her. 

Turley photos by Ray Duffy
Liana Leger with a jump shot.

Brooke Austin wrestles for the ball with Christiana 
Dunn looking on in the background.  Please see AWARDS, page 10
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Ware High School
   

BOYS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Dec. 7 Away Mt. Everett 3:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 8 Away TBD TBD
Monday, Dec. 11 Home Granby 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away Renaissance 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Monson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Palmer 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home Renaissance 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Hoosac 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Home Liberatas Acad. 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 4 Away Quaboag 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home David Prouty 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 8 Away Smith Voc. 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Friday, Dec. 8 Away Smith Academy 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home Athol 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Southwick 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Granby 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Home Pioneer 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Ludlow 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Hopkins 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home Mohawk 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 15 Away Putnam 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Away Athol 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Pioneer 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Easthampton 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Home Franklin Tech 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 4 Away Quaboag 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home Putnam 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Palmer 7 p.m.

Quaboag Regional High School
BOYS BASKETBALL

Monday, Dec. 11 Home Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Away Uxbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Away Ayer Shirley 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home Bartlett 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Away Mahar 1 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away David Prouty 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Away Southbridge 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Douglas 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Home Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Away Bartlett 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 4 Home Ware 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home David Prouty 5:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12 Home Southbridge 6:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 14 Home Advance Math 6:30 p.m.
  & Science 
Friday, Feb. 16 Away University Park 6:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Dec. 7 Away Marlborough 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away TBD TBD
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 18 Home Uxbridge 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away TBD 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Mahar 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Away David Prouty 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Home South Hadley 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Home Southbridge 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Home Oxford 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Home Northbridge 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Away Auburn 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 4 Home Ware 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home Leicester 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home David Prouty 7 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 12 Away Southbridge 6 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 19 Home Millis 6:30 p.m.

INDOOR TRACK 
(MEETS AT TANTASQUA)

Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Meet 1 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Meet 2 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Away Meet 3 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Meet 4 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Meet 5 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Meet 6 5:30 p.m.

Quabbin Regional High School 
   

BOYS BASKETBALL
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Murdock 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Narragansett 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Home Maynard 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Oakmont 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Away Gardner 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Littleton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Home Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Maynard 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Home Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 2 Home Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home Gardner 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9 Away Littleton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Belchertown 7 p.m.
Girls Basketball   
Monday, Dec. 11 Home Worcester Tech 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Home Narragansett 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 22 Away Maynard 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Oakmont 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Away Groton- 6:30 p.m.
  Dunstable
Thursday, Jan. 4 Home Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Home Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Littleton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Home Hudson 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Clinton 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Home Maynard 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Away Lunenburg 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Away Notre Dame 6 p.m.
  Academy
Friday, Feb. 9 Home Littleton 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Belchertown 6:30 p.m.

INDOOR TRACK (MEETS AT WACHUSETT)
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Meet 1 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Away Meet 2 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Meet 3 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Meet 4 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Meet 5 5 p.m.

WRESTLING
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Saint John’s 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Shepherd Hill 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Home North  6:30 p.m.
  Middlesex 
Thursday, Dec. 28 Away Phil Tomkiel  9 a.m.
  Tournament 
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home Marlborough 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Away Tri-County 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Algonquin 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13 Home TBD 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Nashoba 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Away Granby 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Home Leominster 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27 Away Whitinsville 10 a.m.
  Christian
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Away Tyngsborough 6 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Away Triton 9 a.m.

Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School

BOYS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Dec. 7 Away PV Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Mt. Everett 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Ludlow 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Gateway 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28 Home Palmer 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Smith Voc. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Away Hampden 7 p.m.
  Charter
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Home PVCIC 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Away St. Mary’s 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Home PV Christian 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Away Monson 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Home Gateway 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Away Smith Voc. 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Home Hampden 7 p.m.
  Charter
Thursday, Feb. 8 Away PVCIC 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home St. Mary’s 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Monday, Dec. 11 Away Baystate Acad. 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Home Duggan 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Smith Academy 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Gateway 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Mohawk 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away St. Mary’s 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Home Westfield 5:30 p.m.
  Technical
Monday, Jan. 8 Home Hampden 5:30 p.m.
  Charter
Thursday, Jan. 11 Away Sci-Tech 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home Hampden 5:30 p.m.
  Charter
Friday, Jan. 19 Away PVCIC 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Smith Academy 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Home Gateway 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home St. Mary’s 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9 Away Hampden 6 p.m.
  Charter
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Home Sci-Tech 5 p.m.

WRESTLING
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Away Smith Voc. 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20 Home Frontier 6:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Northampton 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Away Mohawk 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Gateway 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Away Granby 9 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Duggan 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Away Mahar 7 p.m.

2023-2024 Winter VARSITY schedule
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The second round 
of the 2023-24 candlepin league 
season has witnessed new teams 
rising to the top on Tuesday 
nights.

As of Nov. 21, Life is Good 
started off the second round unde-
feated by going 4-0 and currently 
sitting in first place. Blue B’s and 
Last in Line started off the new 
round going 3-1. 

The Champs R Here broke 
even by going 2-2 at the start of 
the round. Acres, who finished in 
second place during round one, 
started off 1-3. The round one 
winner, Compression started off 
1-3. 

In one match, Life is Good 
bowled against Team BK. In game 
one, Life is Good managed to 
hang on to the lead by beating BK 
370-354. Mark Fitzpatrick of BK 
gave a good effort in trying to take 
the lead by bowling 107 in his 
first game. 

In game two, Life is Good 
repeated game one by starting off 
strong earlier in the game. Life is 
Good won by a score of 346-331. 
In game three, BK took the last 
game, and it was a close one. BK 
won 346-345. 

Life is Good won total pinfall 
with a final score of 1061-1031.

Another match for Tuesday 

evening was between Acres and 
Blue B’s. The match was close 
all night with every game being 
determined by single digit leads. 
In game one, Acres took the game 
360-356. Kenny Trudel of Acres 
lead the team with an opening 
game of 102. 

In game two, Acres won again 
381-372. Trudel stayed strong 
and bowled 109 in his 2nd game. 
In game three, Blue B’s made 
it close, but fell two pins shy of 
Acres 380-378. 

By winning all three games, 
Acres took total pinfall with a 
final score of 1121-1106. 

R o u n d  o n e  w i n n e r , 
Compression bowled against 
Last in Line. In game one, 
Compression won by a score 
of 343-331. In game two, Jay 
Dominick bowled a 112, but it 
wasn’t enough to defeat Last in 
Line in game two. Last in Line 
scored 349 and Compression 
scored 336. 

In game three, Compression 
was victorious over Last in Line 
by a score of 378-356. Dominick 
finished strong with a 108. 

Compression won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1057-1036. 

The Champs R Here bowled 
against their average for the night 
and took 3 out of 4 points. High 
single of the night was bowled by 
John Colkos scoring 123. Colkos 
finished the night with a 107 and a 
three-game series of 313. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The league rolled off after 

Thanksgiving break and was 
bowling their final league night in 
the month of November. 

Team Three bowled against 
Team Two on lanes four and five 
at Diamond Junction Bowling 
Lanes. In game one, Team Three 
was victorious by a score of 375-
362. In game two, Team Two won 
by a score of 427-384. Danny 
Fennyery of Team Two had a 
strong showing on the lanes by 
bowling a 127. 

In game three, Team Three 
won by a score of 424-407. Team 
Two won total pinfall with a final 
score of 1196-1183.

Another match on Thursday 
evening was between Team Six 
and Team One. In game one, 
Team Six was the winner with a 
score of 403 to Team One’s 385. 
Kris Rickson of Team One had the 
highest single of game one with 
112. 

In game two, Team Six won 
again with a score of 408 and 
Team One bowled 398. Rickson 
stayed consistent by staying in the 
110s with a 114 game. 

In game three, Team Six won 
again for the sweep. Team Six 
bowled 388 and Team One bowled 
372. Team Six won total pinfall 
with a final score of 1199-1155. 

Team Four bowled against 
Team Five. In game one, Team 
Five won a close game 419-415. 
Nick Maslon of Team Four started 
off the night with a 103. 

In game two, Team Four was 
the winner by a score of 421-407. 
In game three, Team Five won 
the last game by a score of 448-
418. Team Five won total pinfall 
and had a final score of 1274 and 
Team Four ended with a total 
score of 1254.

Candlepin League News 

Wilson) telling me that I had been 
selected for the MVP award for 
small schools,” said Sanderson, 
who led his team with 11 assists 
this past fall. “We weren’t able to 
win any banners this year, but this 
is a nice way to cap off my high 
school soccer career.”

Sanderson, who missed his 
junior season due to an injury, 
also scored 11 goals as a senior. 

“Riley has an outstanding right 
foot, and he could’ve taken a lot 
more shots on goal for us, but he 
would always pass the ball to one 
of his teammates,” Wilson said. 
“He always plays the game very 
hard and I’m very proud of him.”

Junior Evan Costa led the 
Pioneers with 34 goals.

The Pioneers, who qualified 
for the vocational, Western Mass. 
Class C. and Division 5 state tour-
naments, finished the 2023 cam-
paign with a 15-5 overall record.

The only other boys’ soccer 
player from Pathfinder Tech to 
receive the MVP award was Josh 
Sikorski in 2010.

Minnechaug senior Kylie Ray 
received the John Kalloch Award 
(Girls Large School MVP award).

“This is a very special award, 
especially from the referee’s asso-
ciation,” said Ray, who’ll be play-
ing college soccer at Seton Hall 
University next year. “I was team-
mates with Reighan Demers, who 
received this award last year. It’s 
nice to join her and the other pre-
vious MVP award winners from 
Minnechaug.”  

Ray is the seventh Minnechaug 
girls’ soccer player coached by 
Nundi Goncalves to be selected 

for the MVP award since 2005.
“I’ve been fortunate to coach 

many talented soccer players at 
Minnechaug,” Goncalves said. 
“Kylie is one of them.”   

The Lady Falcons, who qual-
ified for the Western Mass. and 
state tournaments, finished their 
season with a 13-5-2 overall 
record.

Pope Francis senior Isabella 
Meadows, who didn’t attend the 
banquet, received the Robert C. 
Smith/ Stan Berntowicz Award 
(Girls Small School MVP award). 

Minnechaug Regional also 
received the Bob McIntyre 
Sportsmanship Award (Girls 
Large School). 

The Lady Falcons have only 
received two yellow cards during 
the past two seasons.

“It always feels good when 
your teams gets recognized for 
doing something well,” said 
Minnechaug sophomore Ava 
Kearney. “Coach Goncalves never 
wants us to get a yellow card 
during the game.” 

Palmer High School received 
the John Kurty/Benny Santos 
Sportsmanship Award (Girls 
Small School)

“It feels very nice to receive 
the sportsmanship award from 
the referees,” said Palmer senior 
Grace Burke. “We’re always very 
respectful to the referees and to 
our opponents.” 

Burke attended the banquet 
with teammates Nyela Dupre, 
Vaness Baer, and Jordan Bigda, 
who are also members of the 
senior class. 

It was the first time that the 
Palmer girls’ soccer team has 
received the sportsmanship award.     

“I was very surprised when I 
was informed that my soccer team 
has been selected for the sports-
manship award,” said Palmer head 
coach Celso Sandoval. “We only 
had a couple of yellow cards this 
season and I’m very happy that 
the soccer officials recognized us. 
We had a great season and I’m 
looking forward to doing it all 
over again next year.”   

The Lady Panthers (12-8-
1) defeated Granby,3-1, in the 
Western Mass. Class D finals. 

The Pathfinder boys’ squad, 
which co-ops with Palmer, 
received the Carl  Erickson 
Sportsmanship Award (Boys 
Small School).

T h e  B r u n o  R u m p a l 
Sportsmanship Award (Boys 
Large School) was given to 
Westfield High School.   

The MISOA PVSOA inductee 
is Alex Goncalves, who’s from 
Ludlow.

The Paul Bogan Service Award 
was given to Peter Manolakis, 
who’s from Wilbraham. 

The Jimmie Downie Award 
recipient is Tomasz Ludkiewicz, 
who lives in Granby.

The Larry E, Briggs Award 
winner is John Voight, who cur-
rently lives in East Longmeadow, 
but grew up in Hampden. He 
graduated from Minnechaug 
Regional. 

Former Ludlow girls’ varsity 
soccer coach Jose Anselmo, along 
with Chris and Diane Kolodziey, 
who do an outstanding job of run-
ning the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League, received Letters of 
Commendations.

The association is always look-
ing for new referees.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Pathfinder boys soccer also received the Small School Sportsmanship Award.

AWARDS from page 9

UMass hosting 
Pioneer Valley Tip-Off

AMHERST – The Pioneer Valley 
Tip-Off is a student-run high school 
basketball showcase featuring some of 
the best talent in Central and Western 
Massachusetts. The PVTO was start-
ed in 2011 by Scott Moses and Pat 
Salle, both students at the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst and it con-
tinues to be entirely student-run by the 
McCormack Student Leaders Club today. 
The PVTO is held each December on 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
campus, where we strive to create a pro-
fessional environment for fans and play-
ers alike. This year’s event will be held 
on Dec. 9 and 10 and will feature teams 
from throughout the region. A schedule is 
online at www.pioneervalleytip-off.com. 
All games will be held at the Mullins 
Center on the UMass-Amherst campus.

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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SMARTSMART
MONEYMONEY

Brought to you by Turley Publications

228 WEST STREET
WARE, MA 01082

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING

SERVICES
For Full Accounting,

Bookkeeping & Tax Service
Call For An Appointment

413-967-8364

REMEMBER!
When You Buy From A 

SMALL BUSINESS 

YOU'RE HELPING 
A little girl get dance lessons! 
A little boy get his team jersey! 
Moms & Dads put food on the 
table! AND, you won't be helping 
a CEO buy a 3rd vacation home...

SHOP LOCAL!

Tapping into 
Retirement Savings Early

If you want to make a big purchase, such as a new car or a piece 
of property, or you were faced with a large, unexpected expense, 
such as a major home or auto repair, would you have the funds 
readily available? If not, you might look at what may be your 
biggest pool of money — your 401(k) or IRA. But should you tap 
into these accounts well before you retire?

Maybe not — and here’s why:
• Less money in retirement – The more money you invest 

in your retirement accounts, and the longer you keep it invested, 
the more you’ll probably have when you need it most — when 
you’re retired. Consequently, taking out sizable amounts from 
these accounts before you retire could be costly, as it would disrupt 
the benefits of compounding that can be achieved by holding 
investments for the long term.

• Possible bump into higher tax bracket – The money you take 
out from your traditional IRA and 401(k) is taxable in the year of 
withdrawal. So, if you withdraw a significant amount of money at 
once from your traditional IRA or 401(k), you could be pushed into 
a higher tax bracket, at least for one year.

• Tax penalties – If you take money out of a 401(k) or traditional 
IRA before you turn 59½, you could face a 10% tax penalty, 
although some exceptions exist. Penalty-free withdrawals can be 
made for several reasons, including for education and medical 
expenses, first-time purchase of a home (up to $10,000), after the 
birth or adoption of a child (up to $5,000) and more (see irs.gov/
taxtopics/tc557). With a Roth IRA, which is funded with after-tax 
dollars, you can withdraw contributions — but not earnings — at 
any time, for any purpose, without incurring penalties.

Given these issues, how can you avoid dipping into your 
retirement accounts when you’re faced with a financial need?

One possibility is to take out a loan from your 401(k). Unlike 
a 401(k) withdrawal, a loan is neither taxable nor subject to tax 
penalties. Also, the interest you pay on a 401(k) loan goes back into 
your account. Still, a 401(k) loan has its drawbacks. If you leave 
your job, you’ll likely have to repay the loan in a short period of 
time and if you don’t have all the money to repay it, the loan will 
be considered in default, so you’ll owe taxes and the 10% penalty if 
you’re younger than 59½. But even if you don’t leave your job and 
you do repay the loan, you’ll still have taken away money that could 
have potentially kept growing within your tax-deferred account. 
As mentioned above, as your money compounds, you’ll want to 
minimize disruptions.

Building an emergency fund is another way to gain access to 
cash. Such a fund should contain at least six months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, low-risk account. It can 
take time to build a fund of this size, so it’s never too soon to start 
putting away money for it. To avoid the temptation of dipping into 
your emergency fund, you’d ideally keep this fund separate from 
your daily spending accounts.

Explore all your options before tapping into your IRA or 
401(k) early. Keeping these accounts intact as long as possible 
is one of the best moves you can make to help build your future 
retirement income.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com    Member SPIC
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Our Family Cares About Your Family.
HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS– LIFE

What credits and discounts do you qualify for?
We invite you to stop in or call for a quote.

Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates.

Very Competitive Rates  •  Experienced Professional Staff  
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate  •  On-site Registry Processing

143 West Street
Ware, MA 01082

413-967-3327

45 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-7229

www.moultoninsurance.com • 1-800-521-5787

®

Land Conservation Trust, The Nature Conservancy 
in Connecticut, The Nature Conservancy in 
Massachusetts, The Nature Conservancy in New 
Hampshire, The Nature Conservancy in Vermont, 
New England Forestry Foundation New Hampshire 
Audubon, North Central Conservation District, 
Northern Forest Canoe Trail, Ruffed Grouse Society & 
American Woodcock Society, Salmon River Watershed 
Partnership, Save the Sound, Society for the 
Protection of New Hampshire Forests, The Trustees 
of Reservations, Trust for Public Land, Upper Valley 
Trails Alliance, Vermont Natural Resources Council, 
Westfield River Watershed Association, and Windham 
Regional Commission.

WATERSHED from page 5

It would not require the big drop off spill way that 
was used for maintenance. As for MDFW’s claim that 
taking it out would relieve flooding is bull. The very 
name “control structure” means control.

Left to uncontrolled structures such as beaver dams 
flooding is evident. Also, MDFW claims a cold water 
stream can only be brought forth by removal is ludi-
crous. The pond in its deep is very cold and clean.

Beaver ponds are warm and shallow brooks are 
warmer than deep clean water.

We were approached a few years back about putting 
a fish ladder on our private land and we said great idea 

I also think MDFW is missing a big opportunity to 
establish an ADA canoe/boat ramp for the aging hunt-
ers that paid for the pond.

Instead of taking away the rights of handicapped 
or challenged people that wish to enjoy a wilderness 
experience at Muddy Brook Wildlife Management 
Area this too will be gone here forever with the 
destruction of the Mixter dam.

Since I was 16 years, I have supported MDFW, I 
was once presented with the keys to the gates by the 
then Central District manager Chris Thurlow. Perhaps 
money from the .4 clear cuts would be better served to 
do repairs, than to continue spreading roundup poison 
on the land in the name of restoration.

Seven years in water and 22 years on the earth 
these forever poisons have ill effects on health such as 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, kidney disease, and now 
low sperm count in all mammals including the people 
that apply this on the ground and plants that deer and 
other wildlife eat - wake up people.

The facts still point to old growth forest are still the 
best thing to fight climate change. I so miss the calm-
ness of the big trees, teeming with life.

A life giving forest gone forever in trade for a bar-
rens, the name itself tells you something. Barren land 
void of life and soon life giving clean water.

ADVOCATE from page 4

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WORCESTER – Well over 100 
people gathered to honor and rec-
ognize the contributions central 
Massachusetts had, and continues 
to have, to the sport of basketball.

On Nov. 25, the Worcester 
Public Library opened its commu-
nity space to host the Central Mass 
Basketball Reunion, celebrating the 
legacy of the sport in Worcester, 
and recognizing some of its great-
est athletes and coaches. 

Emceeing the event was Ed 
Reilly, Worcester Academy’s 
athletic director, who credited 
Worcester native and author Mark 
“Pathfinder” Epstein with bring-
ing everyone together through 
his book, “Jack ‘The Shot’ Foley 
- A Legend for All Time: With 
Togo Palazzi and Central Mass 
Basketball”.

Epstein is the son of Charlie 
Epstein, a local icon who owned 
and operated the Water Street 
sporting goods store, Charlie’s 
Surplus. Epstein’s father was also 
instrumental in supporting the bas-
ketball league at Crompton Park.

His book chronicles the lives of 
two men, Togo Palazzi and Jack 
“The Shot” Foley, who each had 
a profound impact on his life, and 
instilled his love of basketball.

“Mark has a big heart and a 
want to do good for others,” Reilly 
said of Epstein. “His book has 
contributed to the renaissance of 
Worcester.” 

Epstein thanked Worcester 
Public Library staff and Executive 
Director Jason Homer for hosting 
the reunion, and also those in atten-
dance.

“What a collection of talent 
assembled,” Epstein said. “We 
could have one hell of a game at 
Crompton Park.” 

E p s t e i n  s a i d  c e n t r a l 
Massachusetts has had many of the 
greatest coaches and mentors of all 
time, including his “Uncle Togo” 
Palazzi.

Palazzi led Holy Cross to the 
1954 NIT championship and was 
named the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player. He was the fifth 
pick in the first round NBA draft 
by the Boston Celtics, where he 
played four seasons before going to 
the Syracuse Nationals.

Following his basketball career, 
Palazzi turned to coaching, which 
he would dedicate more than 35 
years of his life to.

He was the assistant men’s 

coach at Holy Cross with George 
Blaney, and he was also the col-
lege’s first women’s basketball 
coach. 

Sherry Levin, Holy Cross’ all-
time leading scorer in women’s 
basketball history (scoring 2,253 
points) grew close to Palazzi, first 
as one of his athletes, and more so 
as his colleague when she became 
a coach herself. 

Levin talked about what it was 
like to sit with the “guys” and hear 
their stories about basketball.

“The stories were absolutely 
amazing,” she said. “To be a part 
of this community…it’s a passion.”

Levin said Palazzi was like 
a family member to her, and he 
taught her how to be the best she 
could be, every day. It was his 
encouragement that shaped her into 
the coach she became, leading 14 
seasons at Worcester Academy. 

“He is a legend; the man, the 
player…most importantly, the per-
son that he was. My beloved Togo,” 
Levin said. 

Joining the reunion were two of 
Palazzi’s children, Elizabeth and 
Vinny. 

Elizabeth said she was “honored 
and happy” to attend the reunion 
on behalf of her father, adding that 
she misses him a lot. Palazzi died 
last summer at the age of 90.

“He was my rock,” she said. 
Palazzi was also a doting grand-

father, and was always helping 
Elizabeth take care of her daughter. 
He also had a special soft spot for 
his granddaughter’s dog, Zeus.

Vinny recalled taking trips to 
the beach in the backseat of the 
family’s Rambler, and how his 
father would sing Frank Sinatra. 
After each song, he’d ask his pas-

sengers, “how’d I sound kids?”
Vinny then sang an a cappella 

rendition of Sinatra’s “My Way”, 
in honor of his father, changing the 
closing the ling to the song to “Dad 
did it his way…how’d I sound 
kids?”

Bobby Foley, the all-time win-
ningest coach in Massachusetts 
boys’ basketball history in his 50 
years as a head coach and Holy 
Cross graduate of the Class of 
1963, shared some of his favorite 
memories of “The Shot.”

“Jack wasn’t a natural,” Foley 
said (who is no relation to Jack). 
“He played nine hours a day to 
become the player he was.”

Foley recalled Jack wear-
ing his plaid shirts and cowboy 
boots when he went on to become 
a teacher, and the one time he 
brought a python into a bar.

“Jack always walked to his own 
drum,” Foley said. 

Foley said near the end of Jack’s 
life, he and a friend made the trip 
out to Barre to visit him, in the 
midst of a blizzard, after they heard 
that his health was declining. When 
the duo arrived at Jack’s home, 
they found him outside shoveling 
snow in shorts and a T-shirt. 

Gettings his start as a freshman 
on the Holy Cross basketball team 
before transferring to Providence 
College, was second round NBA 
draft pick Kevin Stacom.

Stacom played for the Boston 
Celtics, Indiana Pacers and the 
Milwaukee Bucks.

He talked about his first time 
meeting Palazzi, for a one-on-one 
match. Stacom said it was “blood 
and guts” for a couple of hours. 

Stacom said he and Palazzi were 
going back and forth over the ball, 

but Palazzi got away with it. 
Palazzi gave him advice that 

helped him throughout his career 
– whoever is closest to the ground 
gets control of the ball. 

Stacom said he’s never going to 

lose his love for the game of bas-
ketball. 

Recently inducted into the 
Small College Basketball Hall of 
Fame, John Grochowalski was a 
sophomore at Assumption College 
when we went to Worcester 
Academy for a pickup game of 

basketball.  He picked the scrawny, 
6 foot 5 inch kid to play against.

“I grabbed him, punched him…
did everything,” Grochowalski 

Reunion celebrates the legends of central Massachusetts basketball

Vinny Palazzi proudly wears a 
shirt from his late father Togo 
Palazzi’s basketball camp.

Author and Worcester native Mark “Pathfinder” Epstein signs books 
at the Central Mass Basketball Reunion on Nov. 25.

Worcester Academy head coach 
Jamie Sullivan remembers coach-
es and players who had an 
impact on his career.

North High School coach Alan 
Pettway talks about the athletic 
talent found in Worcester.

S m a l l  C o l l e g e  B a s k e t b a l l 
Hall of Fame inductee John 
Grochowalski talks about facing 
Togo Palazzi on the court during 
a one-on-one game.

Bobby Foley, the all-time win-
ningest coach in Massachusetts 
boys’ basketball history, shares 
stories from his friendship with 
Jack “The Shot” Foley.

Providence College grad and NBA 
player Kevin Stacom shares his 
favorite memories from his career.

Holy Cross grad and retired coach 
Sherry Levin talks about the 
impact Togo Palazzi had on her 
career and life.

Worcester Academy athletic direc-
tor Ed Reilly emceed the reunion.

North High School student-ath-
lete Joe Okla read an anony-
mous poem about Jack “The 
Shot” Foley that is found in Mark 
Epstein’s book.

Please see REUNION, page 12
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Warren Police Log

public safety
Editor’s Note: People 

in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page 
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that 
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented 
proof of the court’s final 
disposition.

During the week of Nov. 12-18, 
the Warren Police Department 
responded to 199 building/prop-
erty checks, 68 community polic-
ing, 11 traffic enforcements, two 
radar assignments, 16 emergency 
911 calls, one larceny/theft, one 
fraud/forgery, one burglary, one 
property damage, one animal bite, 
five traffic safeties, one complaint, 
two motor vehicle accidents, one 
animal call and 35 motor vehicle 
stops in the town of Warren.

Sunday, Nov. 12
5:04 a.m. Abdominal/Back 

Pain, Main Street, Mutual Aid 
Transport

2:39 p.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking, Main Street, Report Filed

7:04 p.m. Fraud/Forgery, 
Washburn Avenue, Report Filed

8 :37  p .m.  Unconsc ious /
Unresponsive/Syncope, O’Neil 
Road, Transported to Hospital

Monday, Nov. 13
8:46a a.m. Leg Pain, Sarty 

Road, Transported to Hospital

Tuesday, Nov. 14
6:30 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Milton O. Fountain Way, Written 
Warning

Wednesday, Nov. 15
12:39 a.m. Property Dispute, 

Winthrop Terrace, Report Filed
9:15 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

North Street, Written Warning
11:48 p.m. Traffic Safety, North 

Street, Citation Issued

Thursday, Nov. 16
12:18 a.m. Traffic Safety, 

Mechanic Street, Citation Issued
12:55 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/

Parking, High Street, Written 
Warning

1:01 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking, Nelson Street, Written 
Warning

1:08 a.m. Traffic Safety, Chapel 
Street, Citation Issued

1:17 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking, Quaboag Street, Written 
Warning

5:35 a .m.  Motor  Vehicle 
Accident, Washington Street, 
Officer Spoke to Party

6:03 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:05 a.m. Traffic Safety, 
Washington Street, Citation Issued

6:12 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Main Street, Written Warning

6:14 a.m. Traffic Safety, Main 
Street, Citation Issued

6:51 a.m. Complaint, Mechanic 
Street, Officer Took Call

7:44 p.m. Property Damage, 
Demis Road, Vehicle Removed

10:27 p.m.  Animal  Bite , 
Carpenter Street, Information 
Taken

Friday, Nov. 17
2:19 a.m. Burglary, Chapel 

Street, Investigation
4:44 a.m. Welfare Check, 

Cottage Street, Report Filed
4;47 p.m. Suspicious Activity, 

Main Street, Report Filed
7:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Main Street, Written Warning

Saturday, Nov. 18
12:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle Hit 

and Run, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

S u m m o n s :  M a l i n d a  K . 
Mathieson, 51, West Brookfield

Leave Scene of Property 
Damage; Marked Lanes Violation; 
Negligent Operation of Motor 
Vehicle

3:39 a.m. Abandoned Vehicle/
Parking, Central Street, Written 
Warning

10:43 a.m. Larceny/Theft, 
Bridge Street, Report Filed

1 : 0 5  p . m .  A b d o m i n a l /
Back Pain, Mechanic Street, 
Transported to Hospital

8:49 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Southbridge Road, Citation Issued

Hardwick Police Log
During the week of  Nov. 

27-Dec. 4, the Hardwick/New 
Braintree Police Department 
responded to 56 building/property 
checks, 36 directed/area patrols, 
four traffic controls, 15 emergency 
911 calls, six radar assignments, 
two complaints, one motor vehi-
cle investigation, one investiga-
tion, one assist other agency, seven 
citizen assists, two scams, one 
illegal dumping, two trespasses, 
one threat, one motor vehicle acci-
dent, three animal calls and eight 
motor vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Nov. 27
11:24 a.m. 911 Hang-up/

Abandoned, Barre Road, Officer 
Handled

5 : 0 5  p . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

7:34 p.m. 911 Elevator Call/
Alarms, Petersham Road, Officer 
Handled

Tuesday, Nov. 28
7:21 a .m.  Motor  Vehicle 

Accident ,  Greenwich Road, 

Officer Handled
8 : 1 8  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 

E m e r g e n c y,  H i g h  S t r e e t , 
Transported to Hospital

10:39 a.m. Trespass, Upper 
Church Street, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

2:11 p.m. Scam, Delargy Road, 
Officer Handled

2:11 p.m. 911 Safety Hazard, 
Lower Road, Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency

4:15 p.m. Safety Hazard, Mill 
Road, Investigated

4:48 p.m. 911 Animal Call, 
North Street, Merge

5:56 p.m. Fraud, Hardwick 
Road, Officer Handled

7 : 4 7  p . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 29
11:21 a.m. Scam, Delargy 

Road, Spoken To
11:47 a.m. Assist Citizen, 

Delargy Road, Services Rendered
12:49 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 

Street, Dispatch Handled
3:20 p.m. Illegal Dumping, 

Greenwich Road, Summons Issued

3:31 p.m. Assist  Citizen, 
Muddy Brook Road, Spoken To

Thursday, Nov. 30
2:10 a.m. Assist  Cit izen, 

H a r d w i c k  R o a d ,  S e r v i c e s 
Rendered

3 : 5 4  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Church Lane, Services 
Rendered

10:23 a .m.  911 Medica l 
Emergency,  Turkey  S t ree t , 
Transported to Hospital

10:59 a.m. Assist Citizen, 
Church Lane, Spoken To

12:06 p.m. Invest igat ion, 
Greenwich Road, Investigated

12:33 p .m.  911 Medical 
Emergency, Charity Hill Road, 
Transported to Hospital

3 :06 p .m.  911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Old Petersham Road, 
Unfounded

3:30 p.m. Assist Citizen, Main 
Street, Voice Message Left

5:52 p.m. Motor  Vehicle 
Invest igat ion,  Lower Road, 
Investigated

Friday, Dec. 1
3 : 5 1  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 

E m e rg e n cy,  C h u r c h  L a n e , 
Transported to Hospital

7:34 a.m. Safety Hazard, Main 
Street, Services Rendered

3:47 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 
Prospect Street, Officer Handled

3:59 p.m. Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations, Lower Road, 
Taken/Referred to Other Agency

6:41 p.m. 911 Welfare Check, 
Barre Road, Officer Handled

11:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Church Street, Written Warning

Saturday, Dec. 2
7:43 a.m. Complaint, Goddard 

Road, Officer Handled
10:50 a.m. Trespass, Summer 

Place, Officer Handled
2:04 p.m. Assist Citizen, Barre 

Road, Officer Handled

Sunday, Dec. 3
7 : 0 9  a . m .  9 1 1  M e d i c a l 

Emergency, Greenwich Road, 
Transported to Hospital

6:42 p.m. Threat, Hardwick 
Road, Officer Handled

Ware Police Log
During the week of Nov. 20-28, 

the Ware Police Department 
responded to 24 miscellaneous 
calls, 33 administrative calls, 
eight traffic violations, 20 emer-
gency 911 calls, five animal calls, 
two harassments, one theft/larce-
ny, 11 motor vehicle accidents, 
two assist other agencies, one 
fraud/deception, one damage/van-
dalism and 36 motor vehicle stops 
in the town of Ware.

Monday, Nov. 20
12:52 a.m. Safety Hazard, 

Palmer Road, Services Rendered
3:26 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

West Street, Services Rendered
4:24 p.m. Assist Other Agency, 

West Main Street, Assist Given
5:24 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, East Street, Report Made
11:59 p.m.  Assis t  Other 

Agency, West Street, Assist Given

Tuesday, Nov. 21
9:50 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Belchertown Road, No 
Action Required

1:15 p.m. Assault, West Street, 
Services Rendered

1:22 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Church Street, Services 
Rendered

1:34 p.m. Theft /Larceny, 
Palmer Road, Services Rendered

Summons: Sorin Boroiban, 
Unknown

Larceny Under $1,200
3:21 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

South Street, Dispatch Handled
5:53 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, West Street, Report Made
6:15 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

South Street, Dispatch Handled
7:05 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Pulaski Street, Services 
Rendered

Wednesday, Nov. 22
8:25 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Palmer Road, Investigated
1:30 p.m. Fraud/Deception, 

North Street, Services Rendered
4:16 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, Unknown, Advised
5:22 p.m. Harassment/Stalk/

Threat, North Street, Advised
5:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Gilbertville Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

6:51 p.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 
South Street, Services Rendered

10:37 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Belchertown Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:46 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Warren Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

Thursday, Nov. 23
6:20 a.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash ,  Be lcher town Road , 
Services Rendered

10:35 a.m. Abandoned 911 
Call, South Street, Dispatch 
Handled

12:42 p.m. Abandoned 911 
Call,  Eddy Street,  Dispatch 
Handled

6:07 p.m. Damage/Vandalism/
Mischief ,  Hi l ls ide  Vil lage, 
Advised

9:48 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash,  West  Warren Road, 
Services Rendered

Arrest: Corinna H. Baron, 56, 
West Warren

OUI-Liquor or .08%, 2nd 
Offense; Negligent Operation of 
Motor Vehicle; Leave Scene of 
Property Damage

Friday, Nov. 24
7:12 a.m. Abandoned 911 Call, 

Palmer Road, Dispatch Handled

Saturday, Nov. 25
4:47 p.m. Traffic Incident/

Crash, Church Street, Report 
Made

9:36 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
West Warren Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

10:48 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, Gilbertville Road, Report 
Made

Sunday, Nov. 26
6:33 p.m. DUI/Impaired, Old 

Belchertown Road, Vehicle Towed
8:21 p.m. DUI/Impaired, West 

Warren Road, Investigated

Monday, Nov. 27
11:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

Belchertown Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

1:34 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, West Street, Services 
Rendered

5:58 p.m. Traffic Incident/
Crash, East Street, Report Made

7:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 
Palmer Road, Citation/Warning 
Issued

Tuesday, Nov. 28
7:55 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop, 

West Street, Citation/Warning 
Issued

REUNION from page 11

said. “He had me in every game 
and said, ‘nice job kid.’”

This was Grochowalski’s first 
match against Palazzi. 

“Togo’s sons came up to me and 
said ‘John, it’s not worth it, don’t 
do it,’” he said with a laugh.

Grochowalski went on to play 
Series A basketball in Italy, and 
even there, the legend of basketball 
in central Massachusetts was well 
known. 

“Don’t think this is just central 
Massachusetts, you’re well known 
all over the world,” Grochowalski 
said. 

Crompton Park continues to be 
where Worcester’s basketball talent 
hones its skills, and Eddie Hippert 
shared the history of the 14-acre 
parcel of land.

“It was here that we started 
something very special,” Hippert 
said. 

It was Crompton Park where 
eight teams competed in a league, 
playing double headers several 
days a week. 

“Players were from every-
where,” Hippert said, including 
Boston, Springfield, Providence, 
Rhode Island, and Hartford, 
Connecticut. 

Businesses sponsored the 
league,  inc luding Char l ies’ 
Surplus, and the newspapers cov-
ered every game. The crowds were 
enormous, especially when Bob 
Cousy brought the Boston Celtics 

to play in an all-star game. 
“I was just a young kid sitting 

up in a tree watching; wanting to 
be there,” Hippert said. 

Crompton Park is still devel-
oping basketball players today, he 
said. 

Helping to coach and men-
tor the next generation of play-
ers is North High School coach 
Alan Pettway. Growing up in 
Connecticut, Pettway said he never 
knew about Worcester’s impact on 
basketball until he started playing 
at Crompton Park.

“508 does have a lot of talent,” 
Pettway said.

One of Pettway’s student-ath-
letes, Joe Okla, read an anonymous 
poem about “The Shot” that is fea-

tured in Epstein’s book. 
Worcester Academy head coach 

Jamie Sullivan grew up on Vernon 
Hill, and said he is so proud to be 
from Worcester. He spoke about all 
of the coaches and players that had 
a profound impact, but often go 
unrecognized.

Following the end of the pro-
gram, Epstein invited all in atten-
dance to the White Eagle on Green 
Street, to continue celebrating 
Worcester’s legends and the city’s 
influence on the sport of basket-
ball.

“This was our life,” Epstein 
said. 

Eddie Hippert talks about the 
past and present of Crompton 
Park.

Mark Epstein talks about the 
sport and the people that shaped 
his life.

WARE – Ware Firefighters 
Local 1851 is hosting its third 
annual Santa Run on Saturday, 
Dec. 16 for Ware residents.

Dead l ine  to  s ign  up  i s 
Dec. 8 and Santa’s route will 
be determined on Dec. 11. 
Local 1851 is asking for a dona-
tion of $10 per child receiving 
a gift and one wrapped gift per 
child. Residents can drop wrapped 
gifts at the Fire Station, 200 West 

St. with donation.
You will be required to fill out 

a form with the name of the recip-
ient and address the gift is going 
to. Please make checks payable to 
Ware Firefighters Local 1851.

One the date of the event, the 
gifts will be delivered by Santa 
and members of Local 1851. 
Delivery times will be announced 
once the route is finalized after the 
deadline. 

WARE – Ware Firefighters 
Local 1851 is hosting a raffle 
of four tickets to see the Boston 
Bruins on Jan. 22, 2024 at TD 
Garden, plus a free parking pass.

The prize is valued at $990.  
The winning raffle ticket will be 
drawn on Christmas day. 

Raffle tickets are a $10 dona-
tion each with proceeds to support 
the Ware Firefighters Local 1851. 

All members of Ware Fire 

Department have tickets, or people 
may call 413-967-9630. 

WARE – Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institu-
tion serving central and west-
ern  Massachuset ts ,  recent-
ly announced its partnership 
and $20,000 in support of the 
Wonderfund of Massachusetts. 

T h e  Wo n d e r f u n d  h e l p s 
kids and teens served by the 
Department of Children and 
Families to enjoy childhood’s 
magical moments during the hol-
iday season. The Wonderfund 
organization is an ordinary group 
of people on an extraordinary mis-
sion to bring the magic and mean-
ing of childhood into the lives of 
children who have been impacted 
by trauma, abuse, and neglect.

Join the Wonderfund and 
Country Bank in making magic 
this holiday season for kids in 
foster care by donating a new 
unwrapped gift at any of its bank-
ing centers until Dec.15. Country 
Bank’s team will shop for gifts to 
join in the efforts, and donations 
will be delivered to DCF Offices 
in Springfield and Worcester to 
be distributed throughout western 
and central Massachusetts.

“We are delighted about this 
partnership with the Wonderfund 
and the opportunity for our team 
and our communities to help us 
make a difference for children 

by putting a smile on so many 
faces,” said Jodie Gerulaitis, Vice 
President of Community Relations 
at Country Bank.

In addition to the toy drive, 
Country Bank donated over 
$100,000 to 17 local food pan-
tries and $42,000 to local senior 

centers to support food insecu-
rities, homelessness, and elders 
in its local communities during 
its annual Season of Difference 
Campaign.

If you would like to help make 
some magic, please visit https://
wonderfundma.org. 

Submitted Photo
From left to right, Jodie Gerulaitis, vice president of Community 
Relations at Country Bank, Lauren Baker, Former First Lady of 
Massachusetts, founder and CEO of the Wonderfund and Shelley 
Regin, senior vice president of Marketing at Country Bank.

Country Bank supports the 
Wonderfund during Season of Giving

Ware Firefighters host third 
annual Santa Run on Dec� 16

Firefighters host raffle for 
Bruins hockey tickets
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obituaries

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Ware River News

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. It begins with them
 17. A way to compare
 19. Governmentt 

lawyer
 20. Back parts
 22. 8th month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Quebec river
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular pickup 

truck
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid material
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. German founder of 

psychology
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic

 44. A “place” to avoid
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Canadian politician 

Josephine
 48. French ballet/

acting dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom
 55. Sound
 56. Yankees’ slugger 

Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. More wise
 60. Flash memory 

card
 61. Exposing human 

vice or folly to 
ridicule

 64. Atomic #79
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Preliminary 

assessment of 
patients

CLUES DOWN
   1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Craft supply
  4. Storage units
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner
  7. In a way, sank
  8. Post-birth brain 

damage (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. The opposite of 

yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Messianic in 

Islamic eschatology
 15. Showing since 

conviction
 18. Not safe
 21. The number above 

the line in a fraction
 24. Yard invader
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start anew
  32. While white or 

yellow flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Graphical user 

interface
 38. Up-to-date on the 

news
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch softly
 43. “Boardwalk 

Empire” actress 
Gretchen

 46. Violent seizure of 
property

 47. One who supports 
the Pope

 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. Phony person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central 

Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. Man
 68. Legal bigwig 

(abbr.)

WARE – Patricia L. Ouimette, 
of Ware passed away on Sunday, 
Dec. 3, 2023, after a long and 
courageous bat t le 
with an aggressive 
form of dementia and 
Alzheimer’s, at the 
age of 73.  

Through her love 
and inspiration for her 
family she was able 
to bring everyone 
together prior to her 
passing. 

She was prede-
ceased by her lov-
ing husband Gerard 
Andre Ouimette of 41 
years.  Not a day went by that she 
did not miss Gerry and the fam-
ily is at peace knowing they are 
together again.

She was born on April 20, 
1950, in Belfast, Maine to the late 
Fred McKeen Chaples and Hope 
(Chalmers) Chaples. At an early 
age it was her dream to become a 
nurse and devote her life to help-

ing others.  
She was previously employed 

for the Monson and Belchertown 
State Schools as a 
nursing assistant 
then obtained her 
nursing license in 
1982. She contin-
ued the remainder 
of a 30 plus year 
career as a nurse for 
the Palmer House 
of Healthcare, help-
ing those patients 
with dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Patricia was an 
avid traveler and 

was always looking for the next 
trip to go on.  She also loved her 
home state of Maine and would 
travel “back home” any chance 
that presented itself.  

She will always be remem-
bered for a truly caring wife, 
mother, grandmother, friend and 
someone that was always willing 
to help others.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Gerard Ouimette and her 
older sister, Susan Chaples.  

Patricia is survived by her three 
children, Lisa M. Ouimette and 
Travis Nicoson of Ware, Derek 
A. Ouimette and his wife Sheila 
of Orrington, Maine and Brett A. 
Ouimette of Wales; her grandchil-
dren Hunter Nicoson and his long-
time girlfriend Ryley Newcomb, 
Brandon Ouimette and his wife 
Jordin, Jason Ouimette, Drew 
Ouimette, Sadie Ouimette, Quinn 
Ouimette and Penny Ouimette.

A celebration of life in remem-
brance of Patricia will be held at 
a later date in her hometown of 
Belfast, Maine where Patricia’s 
remains will be scattered and her 
life celebrated by her family and 
friends.

Cebula Funeral Home of Ware 
has been entrusted with the final 
arrangements. For more infor-
mation and an online guest book, 
please visit: www.cebulafuneral-
home.com.

WARE – Louisa (LaFlam) Sorel of 
Ware, died on Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023, at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care 

Cen t e r  su r-
rounded by her 
loving family, 
at the age of 
88.

She leaves 
her son, Gene 
R. Sorel and 
his wife Jill M. 
of Ware; her 
granddaugh-
t e r,  Ju l i ana 
E.; as well as 
m a ny  n i e c -
es, nephews, 

and friends. She was predeceased by her 
beloved husband, Raymond E. Sorel in 
2012; her sons, Paul R. and Rene E.; her 
brother, George R. LaFlam; and the family 
dog, Ellie May, whom she adored.  

She was born and grew up in Orange, 
daughter of the late Edward and Louisa 
Crawford.  Later, she moved to North 

WARE – Mary J. (Tenney) Sullivan 
of Ware, died on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, 
at her son’s home following a period of 
declining health, at the age of 82.

She leaves her son, John “Jack” W. 
Sullivan and his wife Elizabeth of Ware, 
her sister Nancy Lawrence of North 
Carolina, along with her sisters-in-
law, Barbara Fusco of New Jersey, and 
Joanne O’Riley of Ware. She was prede-
ceased by her late husband of 53 years, 
John E. Sullivan in 2014, as well as her 
brother, Wilder D. Tenney, Jr., and broth-
ers-in-law Donald Lawrence and Richard 
O’Riley. 

She was born in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, daughter of the late Wilder 
D. and Iola (French) Tenney. She and 
John lived in Gilbertville for several 
years prior to moving to the family farm 
in Ware.  

Mary graduated from Weare High 
School in New Hampshire and the 
Massachusetts School of Practical 

Nursing. She worked in the Operating 
Rooms at both Wing and Mary Lane 
Hospitals for several years prior to retir-
ing.

Mary loved nature, having pets, and 
all kinds of animals. She has requested 
that in lieu of flowers, `memorial dona-
tions be made to the Dakin Humane 
Society, P.O. Box 6307, Springfield, MA 
01105 or the American Cancer Society, 
30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 01701 
or at www.cancer.org

Her family would like to thank the 
visiting nurses and staff of Overlook 
Hospice, and Mary’s close friends, Joe, 
Laurie, Joanne, Doug and Sandy for their 
dedicated assistance with Mary’s care.  

A Celebration of Mary’s Life will be 
held at a later date.  

Charbonneau Funeral Home, 30 
Pleasant St., in Ware is assisting her fam-
ily with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
charbonneaufh.com.

Patricia L� Ouimette, 73 Louisa Sorel, 88 Death notices
Ouimette, Patrcia L. 
Died Dec. 3, 2023

Sorel, Louisa (LaFlam)
Died Nov. 28, 2023

Sullivan, Mary J. (Tenney)
Died Dec. 3, 2023

Brookfield where she graduated 
from North Brookfield High School. 

Louisa was a talented upholster-
er and seamstress – a commonly 
used craft years ago, but hard to find 
today. 

She was a former member of 
Mount Carmel and All Saints 
Churches in Ware.  A Graveside 
Service for her will be held in Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery in 
the spring. 

Charbonneau Funeral Home, 30 
Pleasant St., in Ware is assisting her 
family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available 
at charbonneaufh.com.

Mary J� Sullivan, 82
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regulations do not allow any such 
vegetation within 20 feet of the 
dam.

He said when trees die and fall 
over, it poses a risk to the integrity 
of the dam if they are too close. 

“If trees fall over, they can take 
the root ball with it and cause 
failure of the dam,” Hammerberg 
said.

Hammerberg said there’s evi-
dence that the dam has been over-
topped and causing a washout on 
the concrete structure. 

The dam removal project 
would also include the removal 
of an old boathouse, which is sub-
merged in the pond. 

Options for the dam
Buttrick said there are three 

options that MassWildlife consid-
ered when addressing the Patrill 
Hollow Dam, the first being no 
action and just leaving the dam 
as it is since it is considered a low 
hazard.

Other options include dam 
rehabilitation or dam remov-
al. Both of these carry a signifi-
cant cost, with removal expected 
to range from $500,000-600,000 
and rehabilitation coming in over 
$1 million, with an added cost of 
about $10,000-15,000 to maintain 
the rehabilitated dam annually. 

“We’re not considering rehab,” 
Olanyk said, with Buelow adding 
there isn’t anything reusable to 
repair. 

Removing the dam, will have a 
“really great net benefit” Buelow 
said

Buttrick said the dam is in 
the top 5% of priority projects 
for removal partly because of 
the benefits it could create, but 
also because of the availability of 
American Rescue Plan Act funds.

“There is no federal funding 
to rehabilitate,” Buttrick said. 
“There’s a real cost savings to 
remove a dam. Rehabilitation 
is  two-to-three t imes more 
than removal. For that reason, 
MassWildlife has made the deci-

sion to remove this dam.”
Olanyk said MassWildlife is a 

“poorly funded state agency,” get-
ting most of its budget through the 
sale of licenses and trapping fees. 

“We don’t have the funding 
to replace or maintain these,” he 
said. 

Citizen concerns 
Abutter to the Patrill Hollow 

Dam, Randall Noble, said when 
his neighbor, David Mixter, sold 
the land to MassWildlife; includ-
ing the dam in the purchase was 
part of the deal. Noble said Mixter 
was originally deeding the dam to 
him, but the sale to MassWildlife 
depended on them having owner-
ship of the dam. 

“David trusted MassWildlife,” 
Noble said, when he includ-
ed the dam in the sale. “I think 
MassWildlife’s integrity is in 
question.” 

Noble said he has been remov-
ing brush off the dam daily, and 
said the dam’s lack of mainte-
nance is the responsibility of 
MassWildlife and no one else. 

Noble asked Olanyk how much 
money MassWildlife received 
from the timber harvest at Muddy 
Brook WMA, but Olanyk said he 
did not know.

Conservation Commission 
member Neil Halin asked how 
the dam removal would affect the 
pond’s wildlife. Buelow said most 
of the animals in the pond will be 
mobile.

Noble asked what would hap-
pen to endangered species that 
live in the pond, along with six 
species of turtles. 

“There’s so much that’s going 
to die,” he said. 

Buelow said he strongly dis-
agrees with Noble and said 
MassWildlife is mitigating for all 
species. 

L u c a s 
Wright ,  res i -
dent and small-
s ca l e  hyd ro -
electric expert, 
asked Olanyk 
if MassWildlife 

had ever  considered us ing 
its dams for renewable ener-
gy.  But t r ick  sa id  most  of 
MassWildlife’s dams are small, 
without large watersheds, and 
they’re not located on main stream 
rivers or rivers with significant 
heads. 

The removal project
Buttrick said the project will 

include removing the embankment 
and full vertical extent of the dam; 
demolishing the westerly concrete 
spillway and boathouse; regrading 
the adjacent natural topography; 
and restoring the stream at the 
location of the westerly spillway.

Buttrick said the project will 
consider staging and laydown 
area, road crossing, upstream 
influence of stream and continued 
habitat management. 

He said he was unsure if the 
existing beaver dam will remain 
stable with the removal of the 
dam, and said it may be removed 
to allow the beavers to have a 
chance to rebuild.

“Beavers have well-colonized 
Muddy Brook,” Buttrick said. 

Buttrick said MassWildlife and 
Tighe & Bond are still in the early 
stages of the Patrill Holl Dam 
removal process, and will need 
to go through various permitting 
considerations at a state and local 
level.

Now through the winter, field 
work and data collection will con-
tinue, and design work will be 
developed. 

Public hearings will be held in 
the spring and summer of 2024, 
with construction expected to start 
in the spring of 2025.

Questions or concerns about 
the project can be emailed to 
Olanyk at todd.olanyk@mass.gov. 
People can also call him at his 
office at 508-835-3607.

adventure with the characters of 
“Frozen” on stage next to Santa’s 
seat. 

This season marks an amazing 
milestone for the holiday tradition 
of the Ware Flair. The parade with 
Santa Claus has been part of the 
Ware Holiday Flair for about 20 
years. 

In addition to the parade, the 
second part of the Holiday Flair 

will be the drive thru at Grenville 
Park. The drive-thru is an event that 
became part of the town’s holiday 
flair four years ago. 

Santa Claus will return to the 
Ware Flair during the celebration at 
Grenville Park. Joining him will be 
a series of decorations and scenes 
of holiday cheer. 

One of these unique decora-
tions will be a scene of Santa’s 
Workshop generously set up by 
Western Props Warehouse of 

Worcester. 
The Ware Holiday Flair will 

continue Saturday, Dec. 9 at 
Grenville Park for the drive thru 
from 5-7 p.m.  After the celebra-
tion, the town will be seeking vol-
unteers to help take decorations 
down the following day.

Get your car ready for a fun hol-
iday drive-thru during the second 
part of the Ware Holiday Flair. 

DRIVE-THRU from page 1

REMOVAL from page 1

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

BOSTON – Sen. Edward J. 
Markey (D-Massachusetts), chair 
of the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Subcommittee 
on Clean Air, Climate, and 
Nuclear Safety, recently cele-
brated an announcement from 
the Department of Energy that 
Massachusetts will receive nearly 
$1 million in federal funding to 
develop clean energy infrastruc-
ture. 

This funding was awarded 
through the Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block grant program 
created through the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act.

Of  these  funds ,  Bos ton 

will receive $659,900 to cre-
ate a Building Decarbonization 
Advisory Program, which will 
assist residents with enhancing 
energy efficiency, decarbonizing 
their homes, and complying with 
the City’s standards.

Littleton will receive $300,000 
to collaborate with five local 
electric utilities, the Beneficial 
Electr ificat ion League,  and 
the Northeast Public Power 
Association to launch a clean 
energy program. The program will 
help six Massachusetts munici-
pal utilities transition to 100 per-
cent clean energy while advancing 
their communities towards net-ze-

ro emissions by 2050.
“Massachusetts is the home 

of the American revolution, and 
we’ll be the home of America’s 
c l e a n  e n e rg y  r evo l u t i o n ,” 
said Markey in a press release. 
“With nearly a million in fed-
eral funding, we are supporting 
Massachusetts families in upgrad-
ing and decarbonizing their homes 
- all while electrifying and tran-
sitioning our commonwealth to 
clean energy. Together, we can 
reduce carbon emissions to zero, 
protect environmental justice 
communities, and save our plan-
et.”

$1 million received for clean energy infrastructure

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.
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public notices

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es-
timate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rat-
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING Inte-
rior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se-
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

EMERGENCY DISPATCHERS

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring! 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT
WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT Recycle Your Stuff for Cash
in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Town of Hardwick
Conservation 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Wetlands Protection Act 
that a Public Hearing 
will be held for a Notice 
of Intent on Wednesday, 
December 20, 2023 at 
6:30 pm at the Municipal 
Office Building, 307Main 
Street, Gilbertville. All 
interested parties are 
urged to attend.

Applicant: David Baird
D e s c r i p t i o n  o f 

Proposed Work: Single 
family home, driveway 
crossing

Location: 0 North 
Road

Town: Hardwick
In te res ted  par t i e s 

may also view this Legal 
Notice at http://masspub-
licnotices.org.
12/07/2023

NOTICE OF AUCTION
The contents of the 

following storage unit:
Henry Budreau
Building 6 Unit 14
w i l l  b e  s o l d  f o r 

non-payment of Country 
Corners  Storage,  50 
Greenwich Rd. in Ware 

on Saturday, December 
16, 2023. 413 967-6095
12/07, 12/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampshire Probate and 

Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)586-8500

Docket No. 
HS23P0755EA

Estate of:
William A. Pawlowski

Date of Death: 
09/27/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested per-
sons:

A  P e t i t i o n  f o r 
Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  b y 
R i c h a r d  M a y n a r d 
of Belchertown, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 

that: Richard Maynard 
of Belchertown, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representa t ive(s )  of 
said estate to serve With 
Corporate Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right 
to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appear-
ance and objection at 
this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/03/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A  P e r s o n a l 
Represent ative appoint-
ed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised admin-
istration is not re quired 
to file an inventory or 
annual accounts with 
the  Court .  Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribu-
tion of assets and expens-
es of administration.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Diana S. Velez Harris, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 20, 2023 

Michael J. Carey
Register of Probate

12/07/2023

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in exe-

cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Darin 
M. Snow, Sr. to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 

Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Embrace Home Loans, 
Inc. dated November 
1, 2018, recorded at 
the Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13118, Page 103; 
said mortgage was then 
assigned to Massachusetts 
Housing Finance Agency 
by virtue of an assign-
ment dated January 11, 
2023, and recorded in 
Book 14785, Page 225, 
of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the pres-
ent holder for breach of 
conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at PUBLIC 
AUCTION at 10:00 AM 
on January 11, 2024, on 
the mortgaged premis-
es. This property has the 
address of 123 Glendale 
Circle, Ware, MA 01082. 
The entire mortgaged 
premises, all and singular, 
the premises as described 
in said mortgage:

The land together 
with the buildings and 
improvements  there-
on, situated in Ware, 
Hampsh i re ,  Coun ty, 
Massachusetts shown as 
Lot 21 on a plan entitled 

“Subdivision plan for Earl 
Roy,” dated November 28, 
1972, made by record-
ed with the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 84, Page 
10.  Containing (accord-
ing to the Plan) 15,000 
square feet of land, more 
or less.  Together with 
the right to use all streets 
and ways shown on the 
Plan in common with all 
others having the right to 
use the same.  SUBJECT 
TO utility easement as set 
forth in instrument record-
ed with said Registry in 
Book 2673, Page 329.  
SUBJECT TO restric-
tions as set forth in instru-
ment recorded with said 
Registry in Book 3082, 
Page 258.  Please see 
DEED recorded in Book 
13118, Page 100.

Subject to and with the 
benefit of easements, res-
ervation, restrictions, and 
taking of record, if any, 
insofar as the same are 
now in force and appli-
cable. In the event of any 
typographical error set 
forth herein in the legal 
description of the premis-
es, the description as set 
forth and contained in the 

mortgage shall control by 
reference. Together with 
all the improvements 
now or hereafter erected 
on the property and all 
easements, rights, appur-
tenances, rents, royalties, 
mineral, oil and gas rights 
and profits, water rights 
and stock and all fixtures 
now or hereafter a part of 
the property. All replace-
ments and additions shall 
also be covered by this 
sale.

Terms of Sale:  Said 
premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and assessments, 
tax sales, tax titles and 
other municipal liens and 
water or sewer liens and 
State or County trans-
fer fees, if any there are, 
and TEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($10,000.00) 
in cashier’s or certified 
check will be required to 
be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of 
the sale as a deposit and 
the balance in cashier’s 
or certified check will be 
due in thirty (30) days, 
at the offices of Doonan, 
Graves & Longoria, LLC 
(“DG&L”), time being of 
the essence.  Other terms, 

if any, to be announced at 
the sale.

Dated: October 24, 
2023  Massachuse t t s 
Housing Finance Agency

By its Attorney 
DOONAN, GRAVES 
& LONGORIA, LLC,

100 Cummings Center, 
Suite 303C, 

Beverly, MA 01915 
(978) 921-2670 

www.dgandl.com 
57134 (SNOW, SR.)

12/07, 12/14, 12/21/2023

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

More notices on page 15.
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Apex Homecare has immediate Openings 
in Ware and Palmer

Hiring experienced CNA’s, HHA’s and training new staff 
looking for a career in Home Care.

Also, online training in your own home at your own pace. 
https://mahomecaretraining.org

Hourly rates range $17.00 to $22.00.

Work Close to Home! Mother’s Hours Available!
Great for Retirees Looking to Supplement Their Income.

Apply:
Apexcares.com

Call 413-746-4663

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

PUBLISHES FEBRUARY 8, 2024

Attention all 
businesses 

in Ware, 
Warren and 
Hardwick!

EDITION

We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our

to be published in the
Ware River News
All local businesses are invited to showcase 

themselves to our readers – ads will run in order 
from the oldest to most recently established.

CALL DAN FLYNN
OFFICE 413.967.3505
CELL 413.297.5886

AD DEADLINE:  

JANUARY 17

Whether its been 100 years,
50 years or just 5 years,

your business is a vital part
of our community.

Don’t miss out on this special issue.

★ AD CHOICES ★

3”x 3” ad  $55  
3”x 5” ad  $80

–  A  T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  –
WWW.TURLEY.COM

Off The Main Street Memories

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
T-Mobi le  USA is 

proposing to modify an 
existing wireless tele-
communications facility 
on an existing monopole 
located at 90 Old Brook 
Rd, Warren, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts.   
The modifications will 
consist of the collocation 
of antennas at a center-
line height of 140 feet 
above ground level on 
the 153-foot-tall mono-
pole.  Any interested 
party wishing to submit 
comments regarding the 
potential effects the pro-
posed facility may have 

on any historic property 
may do so by sending 
such comments to: Project 
6123007574 - AMG EBI 
Consulting, 21 B Street, 
Burlington, MA 01803, or 
at (585) 815-3290.
12/7/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

public notices

More notices on 
page 14.

By Richard Murphy
Correspondent

It  was a year ago that Geno 
McGahee of XPosse Productions pre-
miered his “A Christmas Invitation” at 
the Basketball Hall of Fame Naismith 
Memorial Complex in Springfield. 

The movie itself had nothing to do 
with hoops, but no matter, it was a good 
venue for a cinema debut.

McGahee is back again, and this time 
he was introducing two movies in one 
night. As “A Christmas Invitation” was 
a departure from his usual style of deep 
horror, so would the double bill go off 
in different directions.

“A Christmas Invitation” played on a 
genre of movie typified by the Hallmark 
Channel, without the unrestrained 
sentimentality. The movies shown in 
Springfield on Saturday were of older 
categories that our impresario had not 
touched previously.

The first, “Fatal Justice”, is the story 
of Dennis, played by Eric Michaelian, 
an accused killer who is released from 
prison due to police misconduct. A 
young college girl was murdered, but 
it’s not over.  

The grieving family is upset with the 
travesty of justice and realizes that there 
is no reasonable possibility of righting 
the wrong.

However, one member of the family, 
the hot-headed young kid, played by 
Shane Ryan-Reid captures Dennis and 
brings him home to the consternation of 
the family.

Still, what can they do? They believe 
Dennis guilty, but as he has been found 
innocent in court, what recourse do they 
have?

“The family of the victim comes face 
to face with Dennis and holds their own 
trial to decide his fate.  When the sys-
tem fails, family justice is the only way 
and FATAL JUSTICE will be executed.” 

There is a reason why McGahee 
wanted to make this movie. His favorite 
film is “Twelve Angry Men”. 

“Twelve Angry Men” has tugged at 
the heart strings of many for decades, 
and has been done in several versions, 
including the most famous, as well as 
a number of foreign language incarna-
tions.

“Fatal Justice” is a courtroom drama, 
but not in a courtroom.

After the trial, will the real villain be 
revealed? Maybe, but with a twist.

The second film shown was “Deadly 
Western”. 

For McGahee, this is definitely going 
off on a tangent, as he is not at all a fan 
of Westerns and swore never to wear a 
cowboy hat. Nevertheless, the deed was 

done.
“Deadly Western”, filmed against a 

backdrop that appears to be a western 
ghost town, is where science fiction 
meets the horse opera. 

Eric Michaelian plays Clark, a rather 
befuddled lawman who wakes up with 
no memory of who he is or why he is 
in the town, but struggles to find all that 
out, with little success.

No matter, he is going to give it the 
old college try. 

His wife, Beth, played by Lorrie 
Bacon, comes back to town with her 
brother, the wise-guy Elias, played by 
Chris Spinelli. With those two and a few 
others, he is going to have to defend the 
town against the desperados out to take 
it over. 

The defenders do not appear to be an 
awe-inspiring militia, yet they go into 
battle.

Though the evildoers are routed, the 
triumph can only be described as pyr-
rhic.

But, it’s not over and it all ends with 
a surrealistic twist.

The two movies screened on 
Saturday share something else that is 
also a departure for McGahee in that 
they were not made locally.

McGahee and company would 
leave Massachusetts to go out west to 
Hollywood to make the two films.

If you follow McGahee, you realize 
that he has several people he relies on 
to make and crew his movies. Well, that 

repertoire company went with him to 
California.

This was done at the suggestion of 
Gregory Hatanaka, who owns Cinema 
Epoch, the distributor of McGahee’s 
movies. Hatanaka flew McGahee and 
his team out to the West Coast to make 
the films.

The results were viewed by an enthu-
siastic audience at the Hall of Fame, but 
if you are a McGahee fan and missed 
the premieres, don’t fret. Both features 
are available on the Tubi streaming 
channel.

Many of McGahee’s other, more 

classic horror movies are also on Tubi 
and other streaming services. 

His latest, “Scary Tales: Dead Zone”, 
has just been released on Tubi as well. 
We should note, those of you who are in 
fear that McGahee has abandoned New 
England, “Scary Tales: Dead Zone” was 
locally made. 

I t  has  appeared in  t ime for 
Halloween.

It was a good evening at the Hall of 
Fame and the fans left wondering what 
Geno McGahee will be showing there 
next.

Maybe a comedy?

Filmmaker premieres two movies at Basketball Hall of Fame

Filmmaker Geno McGahee (left) is shown with 
actor Eric Michaelian.

Turley Photos by Richard Murphy
Chris Spinelli, Brent Northup and Geno McGahee are 
shown at the double feature premiere.

The cast of “Fatal Justice”.

Actors Chris Spinelli, Lorrie Bacon and Eric Michaelian share a heated moment 
in “Deadly Western”.
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO TOY & BIKE

140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
SUNDAYS NOW 10 AM TO 7 PM
1,000s OF APPLIANCES!
ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY
BEST PRICE 
FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP
GIANT TOY & BIKE DEPT!!!

SEE AD INSIDE

www.bondsandandgravel.com
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA

Construction Stone • Landscaping Stone
Title V Septic Sand • Presby Sand • Concrete Sand

Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WINTER IS COMING!
BULK ROAD SALT • BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND • SAND/SALT MIX

STOCK UP NOW!

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

Century 21 North East
180 West St., Ware

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990

MY NEW OFFICE FOR CENTURY 21 
NORTH EAST IS NOW LOCATED AT 

180 WEST STREET IN WARE. 
I look forward to Past, Present and Future clients 

stopping in at my new location.
If you are looking to Buy or Sell a property 

please contact me and 
I look forward to working with You!

Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea

   
    

POST ROAD

REALTY www.PostRoadRealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING....
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

Follow us on 
FacebookCassie Paolucci

77774-200-3523

37 LAKESHORE DR., EXT.
WEST BROOKFIELD, MA

$849,900
LAKEFRONT!! There are many houses on a lake 
BUT this is truly a lake house. Amazing multi-level 
Colonial on beautiful Lake Wickaboag in quaint West 
Brookfield. Offering incredible views from most 
every room, this home features 4 bedrooms and 4 
baths, including two primary with en suites and balcony.  The breath-taking first floor 
great room has high ceilings, custom woodworking, a fireplace and a wall of lakefront 
windows overlooking expansive decks and the lake. Its openness to the kitchen creates 
a perfect area for entertaining. Take the spiral staircase to the 3 season room, kick back 
and enjoy the views. Use your imagination as each level has a flex room providing many 
options - office, theater, gaming, gym. Tons of storage and closet space throughout. 
The dock is waiting for your boat. 1 ½ hours from Boston, 3 hours from Manhattan.

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

Wish your friends, 
customers and community 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS or 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

FOR ONLY $20.23!
3”x2” Ad only $20.23

~ SPACE IS LIMITED ~
Contact Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886 or 
dflynn@turley.com

Signature Holiday Dinners 
available for pre-order
Choose from prime rib, turkey, or 
ham dinners for your holiday feast.
Single-serve dinners also available.

Farmer Matt gift cards make a great gift.

FarmerMatt.com 
860 West Brookfield Rd. 
New Braintree, MA

Pre-order at FarmerMatt.com or 
508-980-7085

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner

978-669-0088

NOTHING SAYS 
FALL LIKE A

 FIREPIT 
IN THE

BACKYARD
We stock 6 different styles
Prices starting under $360

For Firepit and block

FOUNTAIN
Construction Company

And Sons
INCORPORATED

177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083
413-436-5705 • www.fountainandsons.com

• Excavation Complete Site Work • Demo • New Home Construction
• Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

• Trucking • Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work
• Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements

YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Support Your Hometown BusinessesSupport Your Hometown Businesses

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL

FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Farm-fresh beef, pork, and poultry and hot 
meals and freshly baked goods from Farmer 
Matt’s kitchen.

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

Order online 
FarmerMatt.com/roasts

Farmer Matt has standing rib, prime 
rib, and tenderloin roasts available 
for your holiday table. All roasts are 
dry-aged Angus beef.

Holiday roasts available 
for pre-order


