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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board 
of Selectmen discussed next 
steps for the public safety 
studies during their Dec. 4 
meeting.

These two studies were 
approved by voters at the 
Spec ia l  Town Meet ing 
held on Nov. 20 and the 
Selectmen wanted to know 

what is next moving forward 
with these studies. 

The first is a study on the 
former Cornerstone Bank 
building at 968 Main St. and 
see if the building is feasible 
to host a modern-day police 
station. The other is to con-
duct a study for the possible 
extension of Fire Station A, 
located at 1012 Main St.

Tow n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
James Ferrera said the 
Special Town Meeting vote 

results have awarded the 
funding to conduct these 
assessments. The funding of 
these studies allows the town 
to seek out testing services 
by a licensed architect and 
engineer. 

The town has worked with 
a firm, Tecton Architects, 
which helped with the study 
of identifying properties in 
Warren that could be the 

Selectmen discussed next 
steps for public safety studies

Community 
enjoys holiday 
festivities

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – It’s the hol-
iday season and the town of 
Warren came together to cel-
ebrate during its Annual Tree 

Lighting. 
This annual  event is 

run by the Warren Parks 
Department, who were keep-
ing busy offering hot apple 
cider, popcorn, and s’mores 
on the Town Common. This 
year’s tree lighting featured 
new activities, including a 
truck light parade and wagon 
rides. 

The wagon rides were 
provided by Flat Brook Farm 
& Sugar House, owned by 

Cory Kibbe. The wagon 
would transport guests from 
the Town Common to the 
Shepard Building, where 
there were local vendors, 
crafts, and face painting. The 
wagon rides were available 
for drop off and pick up. 

Truck Light Parade was 
part of the arrival of Santa 
Claus, who would meet kids 

Warren lights upWarren lights up
during annualduring annual  Tree LightingTree Lighting

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Pam and Jim 
Spurrell, owners of Lost 
Towns Brewing Company 
a nano-brewery located in 
Gilbertville, applied for 
licenses to open a taproom 
in the Stone Mill. 

“We found a beautiful 
space in a beautiful town, 
which marries to what 
it is that we’ve always 
focused on at Lost Towns 
Brewing, which is that the 
craft beer community is 
part of the community…a 
place to gather, a place to 
spend time with their neigh-
bors,” Pam Spurrell told the 
Selectboard at the Dec. 4 
hearing.

She said they are also 
seeking an entertainment 
license for the new location, 
as they partner with a lot of 
musicians and artists. She 
said the location will also 
offer prepackaged snacks, 
and outside food can be 
brought in by customers.

“We like to get every-
body involved,” she said. 

Pa m  S p u r r e l l  s a i d 
they are working with the 
Building Department to 
complete construction in 
their unit at the Stone Mill, 
and hope they will be able 
to open in January 2026.

“It will come together 
very quickly,” she said. 

T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 
approved the application for 
a new onsite premises malt 
farmer series pouring per-
mit license and an entertain-

ment license for Lost Towns 
Brewing Co. The town will 
hold the licenses until the 
business has a certificate of 
occupancy.

Healthcare update 
and concerns

Resident Cindy Allen 
Bourcier shared concerns 
about open action items not 
being followed up on. She 
said it was requested of the 
Selectboard to have open 
action items either added to 
agendas or meeting minutes.

“We want our town man-
ager to be successful and 
this would be helpful to keep 
track of the many, many, 
many things we just throw at 
him all week long,” she said. 

Bourcier said she had a 
record’s request dating back 
to May 2024 for documents 
concerning Baystate Health. 
She said there has been a lot 
of back and forth about the 
release of the documents, 
and she filed a complaint 
with the state.

SB approved Lost 
Towns licensing

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – The 
Select Board revisited 
old business regarding a 
vote on the Paige Building 
deed. 

The purpose of this 
deed is to move forward 
to fix the building as it is 
viewed as a valuable part 
of the town. A nonprof-
it group, Friends of the 
Paige Building, has been 
formed by citizen vol-
unteers of Hardwick to 
purchase and completely 
restore the building. 

Town Administrator 
Justine Caggiano wanted 
to state for the record that 
she does not recommend 
the approval of the deed 
in the way it is word-
ed. Caggiano mentioned 
that Select Board mem-
ber William Tinker raised 
some valid points regard-
ing restrictions to be put 
in place for this deed. 

Caggiano had attached 
an email from town coun-
sel to the packet for the 
Select Board to review 
and it stated that coun-
sel does not recommend 
approval of the deed.

Tinker pointed out the 
wording seemed to clarify 

Board 
OK’d 
amended 
deed

 By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Ware Public 
Schools hosted its annual 
Holiday Craft Fair, which 
took place this weekend. 

All the excitement was 
held in the Ware High 
School gymnasium with 
over 50 vendors in atten-
dance. Director of Student 
Services at Ware Public 
S c h o o l s ,  D r.  G i n g e r 
Coleman, said the crowd 
was very steady, posi-
tive and spirits were great 
throughout the holiday craft 
fair. 

“This is a great way to 
kick off the holiday season,” 
Coleman said. 

The students got busy 
and were running a few 
activities during the fair. 
The seniors were busy run-
ning the 50/50 raffle by the 
gymnasium entrance and the 
juniors were in charge of the 
gift raffle, which had dozens 
of prizes available. 

The sophomores were 
running the concession 
stand just outside the gym-
nasium and the freshmen 
were selling reusable bags. 
Each class was working 
hard in raising funds to sup-
port their graduating class. 

Over  by  the  popu-
lar candy table was Becky 
Hebert, who had a lot of 
homemade candy available 
during the Holiday Craft 
Fair. Hebert said this year’s 
fair had 55 vendors this 
year. Local vendors were set 
up in the gymnasium selling 
handcrafted items, food, and 
unique items that will make 
a great holiday gift. 

Ware High School hosted holiday craft fair

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Juniors of Ware Junior/Senior High School were busy running the raffle during the 
Holiday Craft Fair held last Saturday in the school gym. Shown back row from left: 
Reaghen, Aaron, Kazmiryr, and front row, Andrew and Cam.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARE – Over  70 
entries were displayed in 
the grand hall of the Town 
Hall for Celebrate the 
Season this past weekend, 
which is made possible by 
the leading organizers, the 
Proprietors of the Ware 
Center Meeting House. 

Coordinating the event 
were Lynn Lak and Tony 

Celebrate Celebrate thethe  SeasonSeason
Annual tree and 
wreath festival 
held at Town Hall

Turley Photo  by Ryan Drago
Dawn Corley of Just Keep Smiling wore a Snoopy and 
Woodstock Christmas sweater and provided glitter tattoos 
during Celebrate the Season held in the Town Hall Dec. 6 
and 7.

Turley Photo  by Ryan Drago
Phoenix is shown with Santa Claus at the Warren Town Common Gazebo during the 
annual tree lighting. 

“IT WILL ALL 
COME TOGETHER 
VERY QUICKLY.”

PAM SPURRELL
LOST TOWNS 
BREWING CO.

Please see HARDWICK 
BOS, page 2

Please see WARREN, page 5

Please see TREE LIGHTING, 
page 8

Please see WARE BOS, 
page 13

Please see CRAFT FAIR, 
page 7

Please see TREE 
FESTIVAL, page 6
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Each week the Ware River News digs into 
its submitted photo archives and selects 
a people photo to publish. We need your 

help to help identify those pictured.

Lew Garland’s Christmas SLew Garland’s Christmas Studiotudio
59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and 

Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!

Seasons Greetings

Handpainted Handcrafted

~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~
Open Weekends 10-6 pm

After Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve Daily 10-6pm
252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057

• www.christmasstudio.net • 413-267-3342 •

Featuring Ken’s magnificent Florentine inspired 
Gold Trees, Topiaries, Cornucopias, 

Ornaments and more...
Featured in prestigious 

catalogues and shops throughout the country!
NEW Exciting designs from

Poland, Germany and Around the World
Original Decorations made here in our studio

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Low cost tutoring 
& scholarships are 
available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit organization 
at the Palmer Public 
Library, here to help you 
meet your educational 
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning.orgemail: dkimball@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, 

HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Computer 
Security Class

• Basic Computer Use — 
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Call to ask about our next 
Computer Security class

File Photo
Last week’s photo from 1989 showed the 
beach area at the Northeast Music Camp 

on Hardwick Pond. The camp, which 
was in its 18th year in 1989, was located 

on 100 acres around Hardwick Pond 
and offered a mix of musical instruction 
and recreational activities for some 150 
campers from all over the world during 

each of the two, four or six week sessions.  

If you recognize the folks in this week’s 
photo, please send their names and your 

full name to pouimette@turley.com.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK – It’s the 
most giving time of the year 
as the South Barre Rod & 
Gun Club hosted the annual 
Stuff a Cruiser event to ben-
efit area children for the holi-
day season. 

Officers of the Hardwick/
N ew  B r a i n t r e e  P o l i c e 
Department and the Barre 
Police Department parked 
their cruisers in front of the 
club to await the cars ready 
to drop off toys for the 
toy drive. Hardwick/New 
Braintree Chief of Police 
Kevin Landine said the South 
Barre Rod & Gun Club has 
been the host for the toy 
drive for the last couple of 
years and does fantastic 
work. 

The Christmas for Kids 
program has been beneficial 
for the children of Hardwick, 
New Braintree and Barre for 
about 40 years. Throughout 
the day, folks dropped off 
new and unwrapped toys at 
the club and the cruiser were 
ready and gained a trunk full 
of toys. 

Landine said any kind 
of donation for Christmas 
for Kids is appreciated. 
Monetary donations can be 
mailed to the Hardwick/New 
Braintree police station at 
20 Memorial Drive in New 
Braintree. The check can 
be made out to “Hardwick 
Christmas for Kids.”

This annual fundraiser is 

all about giving back to the 
community, according to 
Landine. 

“ T h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s 
always good at supplying 
what we need,” Landine said. 

On average, the annual 
Stuff a Cruiser toy drive sup-
plies gifts to about 90 kids 
per year. 

The department had some 
helpful volunteers to help 
during the toy drive. Abigail 
Landine, Brielle Sullivan 
and Emma Landine collected 
toys and stored them neatly 
in the cruiser that was parked 
in front of the South Barre 
Rod & Gun Club.

Barre  Pol ice  Officer 
Mark Sawyer, who is also 

the School Resource Officer, 
arrived with the Barre Police 
cruiser and collected toys as 
well. This was the first toy 
drive Sawyer has been a part 
of and he thought the turnout 
was excellent. 

Sawyer said this toy drive 
worked out great to benefit 
all of the communities. 

Inside the club were toys 
that were purchased thanks to 
club’s spaghetti dinner fund-
raiser. There were bicycles, 
scooters, and bags of toys 
that will go to local children. 

I t  may have snowed 
during the toy drive, but it 
didn’t stop the steady traffic 
of cars dropping off toys for 
the children. 

Stuff a Cruiser held at Rod & Gun Club

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Abigail Landine, left, Brielle Sullivan and Emma Landine volunteered to help collect toys 
for the Stuff a Cruiser event at the South Barre Rod & Gun Club.

Toys were waiting inside the South Barre Rod & Gun Club 
to be shipped to dozens of kids throughout the community.

that there are no restrictions 
in place and there should 
be. The restriction is that 
the Friends cannot sell the 
Paige Building and it con-
veys it back to the town. 
This is something agreeable 
that the Board wanted to 
add to the motion. 

The Board voted to sell 
the Paige Building to the 
friends with the amendment 
of the deed restriction that 
they cannot sell the prop-
erty; it conveys back to the 
town. 

School House #6
The Select Board heard 

from Liz Cyran regarding 
the amount of $600 in an 
account that was formed to 
support School House #6. 

Cyran said there was 
approximately $3,500 col-
lected and held by the 
Historical Society for their 
rehabilitation of the school-
house. The money was used 
to stabilize the building and 
there is $600 remaining. 

This appeared to be an 
outside project, and the 
town didn’t recruit dona-
tions. This is administered 
by the Historical Society. 
Selectmen Jeffery Schaaf 
commented and said it was 
the Historical Society that 

took in the money and it 
shouldn’t be decided by the 
board on what to do with 
the remaining funds.

“I don’t see a reason for 
us to be involved,” Schaaf 
said. 

Though the town owns 
the lot, the Select Board 
members said it is best for 
the Historical Society to 
share their input on what to 
do with the funds. Caggiano 
agreed and maybe the 
Historical Society should 
have a conversation since 
it’s their money. 

“We can’t demand their 
money,” Caggiano said. 

Liquor license renewal
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved the renewal of 
several  l iquor l icenses 
with the exception of Old 
Furnace General Store due 
to a violation of its zoning 
because of outdoor lighting.

A letter was sent to 
the store owners remind-
ing them of their permit, 
according to  Planning 
Board Chair William Cole. 
As of Oct. 16 of this year, 
the owners stated that 
everything was measured 
and that the lights are need-
ed for security purposes. 

“It is a blinding thing,” 
said Select Board Chair Eric 
Vollheim. 

The board voted to 

approves the licenses with 
the exception of the Old 
Furnace General Store with 
contingency they got with 
the zoning within 90 days. 

Town Administration 
Report

Caggiano shared her 
report with the Select Board 
during their Dec. 8 meeting. 
The Town Administrator 
t a lked  wi th  Dr.  R ick 
Romano about well test-
ing grant, and it seems the 
town will not get it now. 
Caggiano is hoping they’ll 
get the grant at the next 
go-around. 

C o m m u n i t y 
Development Block Grant 
funding has been discussed 
with Central Massachusetts 
R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission and other 
departments. 

Caggiano shared that she 
is finalizing budget sheets 
soon for the departments 
and the “budget process has 
started.” 

Recognition
Vo l l h e i m  a c k n ow l -

edged the heroism of Police 
Officer Patrick Almstrom 
and Deputy Fire Chief Nick 
Gaumond after they pulled 
a driver out of a burning car. 

“Those two were heroic,” 
said Vollheim.  

HARDWICK BOS
 from page 1
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$89999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$369.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

GIANT
TOY
DEPARTMENT!MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 

KITCHEN 
PACKAGE & 

LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

CHRISTMAS
SALE!

THOUSANDS OF BIKES     E-BIKES!  

SLEDS,
SKATES,
& TOBOGGANS
HUGE SELECTION!

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 9am-9pm • Sat. 9am-8pm • Sun. 10am-7pm

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Emergency Services
• Firewood $265/cord
• 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
• Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
• 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  •  C: 978-888-1693

1504 North Main St.
Palmer, MA 01069
 (413) 283-3511

362 Sewall St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 589-7308

KELLY KELLY && VELÁZQUEZ VELÁZQUEZ
EYE CENTEREYE CENTER

PETER J. KELLY, M.D., P.C.
LEONARDO J. VELÁZQUEZ, M.D.

DENNIS M. DORANS, O.D.
KELLY N. POULIOT, O.D.

PALMER HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
LUDLOW HOURS: Hours vary, please call

Accepting New Patients

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WA R E  –  I n t e r i m 
Superintendent  Michael 
Wood said they are continu-
ing to have school wide dis-
cussion regarding Mass Core 
requirements and the number 
of credits needed to graduate.

He said the school dis-
trict currently requires 28 
credits to graduate and he 
had proposed advancing it 
to 32 credits. He said feed-
back from staff was in favor 
of staying with the 28 credit 
requirement.

A t  t h e  S c h o o l 
Committee’s Dec. 3 meet-
ing, Wood talked about class 
offering changes that would 
need to happen in the future 
to meet Mass Core standards. 

He said the school district 
needs to design a digital lit-
eracy class, but that it does 
have a financial literacy class, 
both of which are required. 

He said the biggest chal-
lenge would be to add a word 
language class by hiring 
another teacher. Wood said 
a virtual class could be an 
option for offering more lan-
guage classes.

Wood said the school 
district also needs to identi-
fy and define “mastery” of a 
subject. He said currently a 
grade of 65 meets the stan-
dard to earn credit for a class. 

The proposed gradua-
tion requirements could also 
include the implementation 
of end-of-course assessments, 
as well as capstone or portfo-
lio projects. 

“This is important work,” 
Wood said of the graduation 
requirements. 

He will continue to work 
on drafting the proposed 
graduation requirements for 
the School Committee. 

Superintendent’s report
Wood said there are still 

vacancies within the school 
district, including an eighth 
grade math teacher, a long-
term special education teach-
er, an elementary school 
speech pathologist and a high 
school computer teacher.

Wood said they have a 
long-term substitute in the 
eighth grade math position 
and that she is doing “a fab-
ulous job” with support from 
math interventionists in the 
elementary school. 

Woods said the administra-
tive team met with the Civil 
Rights Review Coordinator 
from the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education. He said the school 
district’s review will take 
place in February 2026.

He said the review will 
look at the school district’s 
policies and ensuring they are 
up to date.

“We’re in good shape for 
that,” he said.

Wood sa id  Ass i s tan t 
Principal Ivy Peritz is par-
ticipating in a New England 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges review at another 
high school. He said this will 
be a great experience for her 
and helpful for when Ware 
Jr./Sr. High School does its 
review next year. 

Wood told the School 
Committee that he will be 
holding a virtual meeting 
to discuss the Portrait of a 
Graduate with parents. He 
presented a draft visual dis-
play that listed some of the 
qualities that described stu-
dent learning in Ware. 

Change in substitute pay
Wood presented changes 

to the school district’s sub-
stitute policy to the School 
Committee. He said the 
school district, like many 
others, have lost many good 
candidates for long-term sub-
stitutes due to having lower 
pay rates.

“It’s basically to move 
people away from being $15 
an hour because we were get-
ting feedback that that was 
just too low,” Wood said. 
“It’s a gesture to go in the 
right direction.”

The School Committee 
will continue discussion of 
the policy change at a future 
meeting.

Superintendent 
search subcommittee

School Committee mem-
ber Melissa Whitham said 11 
people have expressed inter-
est in serving on the superin-
tendent search subcommittee.

“We’re off to a really good 
start,” she said.

The subcommittee will 
meet in executive session 
starting on Dec. 8.

School Committee meetings
In the event of snow 

day closing, the School 
Committee members dis-
cussed holding their upcom-
ing Dec. 17 meeting over 
Zoom, rather than reschedul-
ing the meeting. Chair Brian 
Winslow said he will check 
with legal counsel to ensure 
the committee can do this. 

Ware School Committee continued 
graduation requirement discussion

community
COUNTRY BANK HOSTED 
STUFF A CRUISER EVENT

Turley Staff Photo
Picture from left are Blair Robidoux, Country Bank, AVP, Retail Bank Operations; 
Officer Jeannine Bonnayer, Ware Police Department; Calia Rich, Olive Davis and Allison 
Sprankle. Country Bank, located on West Street, recently hosted a stuff-the-cruiser 
event to collect toys and donations for local children for the holiday season.

WARE –  The  Ware 
Senior Center, located at 
1 Robbins Road, is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open 
each of those days from 9 
a.m.-noon. Donations to the 
store are only accepted by 
Sue LaBarge, who can be 
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Dec. 15

•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  L u n c h 

Christmas Party
Limited to 100 tick-

ets available until Dec. 12. 
Music by Freddie Marion. 
Dessert and entertainment 
provided by The Friends of 
Ware Seniors Inc.
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lisa

Tuesday, Dec. 16
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin 

to the Oldies with Lisa. $3 
per class.

•	 10 a.m. Scat	
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch 
•	 1-2 p.m. Food Bank of 

Western MA Mobile Food 
Pantry at Grenville Park

•	 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking. 

$3 per class
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Dec. 17
•	 9 a.m. Tai Chi
•	 9:30 a.m. Quilting Club
•	 10 a.m. Scat
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:30 p.m. Knit t ing-

Crochet-Laugh
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori

Thursday, Dec. 18
•	 9 a.m. Exercise at Valley 

View Housing
•	 9 a.m. Walking Club. 

Weather permitting.
•	 9:30 a.m. Line Dancing 

for Beginners
•	 10 a.m. Line Dancing
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 12:15 p.m. Art Class

Friday, Dec. 19
•	 10 a.m. Scat  
•	 11:30 a.m. Lunch
•	 1 p.m. Chair Yoga with 

Lori
•	 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors open 

at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES 
DINE IN 11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless 

otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-

4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you 
name on the lunch list. 

Monday, Dec. 15
Christmas Party Limited 

to 100. Tickets available 
until Dec. 12

H a m  D i n n e r  w i t h 
Pineapple and Raisin Sauce, 
Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, 
Dessert and Entertainment 
Provided by the Friends of 
Ware Seniors Inc.

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Macaroni and Cheese, 

Stewed Tomatoes, Tossed 
Salad, Dessert of the Day

Wednesday, Dec. 17
Soft Taco with Fixings, 

French Fries, Dessert of the 
Day

Thursday, Dec. 18
Chicken Parmigiana with 

Spaghetti, Dessert of the 
Day

Friday, Dec. 19
Baked Fish, Au Gratin 

Potatoes, Veggie of the Day, 
Dessert of the Day

Ware Senior Center news

WARE – The Ware Police 
Department and the Ware 
Fire Department have start-
ed their 22nd  annual Ware 
Christmas For Kids program 
for the 2025 holiday season.

They are requesting finan-
cial assistance to help them 
fulfill the needs of the chil-
dren of Ware, and all assis-
tance is greatly appreciated. 
The program is for infants 
through children aged 12. 

The program recognizes 
all holiday observances. 

Monetary donations may 
be dropped off at the Ware 
Police Department at 22 
North St., or may be sent to 
Ware Christmas For Kids, 

c/o Ware Police Department, 
22 North St., Ware, MA 
01082. 

Darlene Gildert is the pro-
gram coordinator, and she 
can be reached at 413-967-
3571, extension 327. 

Christmas for Kids request donations

St. Mary’s 
church to host 
Polish food sale

WARE – St .  Mary’s 
Church, 57 South St., will 
be hosting a Polish food sale 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the 
church hall. 

The menu consists of 
cabbage pierogi, 12 for $15 
and six for $7.50; golomb-
ki, three-pack for $14; and 
kapusta, one quart for $10.

Food will be sold on a 
first come basis. Multiple 
orders will not be packaged 
separately. 

Cash or check made 
out to St. Mary’s Church – 
exact amount preferred. The 
church members thank you 
for your patronage.
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Turley Election 
Policy 

This newspaper will print 
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four 
weeks or more out from the 
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and 
uncontested races are asked 
to submit their statements 
to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign 
platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words 
maximum. Please include a 
photo. We will not publish any 
statements of candidacy inside 
the four weeks from election 
threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also 
do not allow personal attacks 
against other candidates or 
political parties in statements 
of candidacy, nor do we publish 
for free any information about 
key endorsements or political 
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no 
more than 250 words from 
supporters endorsing specific 
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to 
three total per author during 
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the 
final edition before the election. 
We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and 
letters to the editor to meet our 
guidelines.

Last week I provided 
you with a few tips on 
how to make a simple 

evergreen swag and wreath. 
Hopefully you gave it 
a try.  

For this column I 
thought it would be 
fun to share some fun 
facts with you, many 
of which I just learned 
today. You see, I will be 
working with a group 
of students tomorrow 
and wanted to have 
some cool trivia up my 
sleeve.  

I’ll be bringing in all the 
Christmas greens I talked 
about a week ago and will 
pass them around to each stu-
dent: juniper, hemlock, fir, 
white pine and more materi-
als, including rose hips, pine 
cones and holly. Read on to 
see if what I share is new to 
you, too!

For example, did you know 
that the Easter White Pine 
(Pinus strobus) is the tallest 
tree in the northeast? It also 
goes by the name “the Great 
Tree of Peace,”  due to the 
fact that five Native American 
tribes formed an alliance 
under a tall white pine; a neat 
correlation because the nee-
dles that are attached to the 
twigs are in groups of five.  

This tree also has a history 
of being used to make ship 
masts, and for awhile the 
trees were reserved for “the 
Crown.” The great “Pine Tree 
Riot” was an act of defiance 
that led up to the American 
Revolution!  

One other point of interest 
is that pine needles are edible 
and contain vitamin C.   

Other materials that often 
shows up in Christmas deco-
rations are pine cones. What 
I learned today is that the cor-
rect terminology is to generi-
cally call them “cones,”  since 
they are only pine cones if 
they come from a pine tree! 
Logical point!  

The hard cones we use for 

decorating are female and 
their main purpose is to keep 
the naked seeds inside safe. 
They will open and close to 

maintain proper humidity lev-
els. 

Some close so tight that 
they need the heat of a wild 
fire to have them open enough 
to drop their seeds! Cones can 
stay on a tree up to 10 years 
without falling off.  

The kids will find it funny 
that dinosaurs even ate pine 
cones, the Parasaurolophus, to 
be exact! These trees belong 
to a group of plants called 
Gymnosperms, that have 
indeed been around since pre-
historic times.

M a ny  o f  o u r  f avo r-
ite Christmas trees are Fir 
trees (Abies spp.), with the 
Balsam Fir being one of the 
most common. Firs have nee-
dles that are soft and flat, 
and attached to twigs one by 
one, versus the pine that we 
learned attach in clusters.  

An average ,  i t  t akes 
about seven years to grow a 
decent size Christmas tree. 
According to my research, 
the first Christmas tree was in 
Latvia in the year 1510.  

By  the  ea r ly  1800’s 
German and Irish immigrants 
had brought the custom to 
America but it still took some 
time for it to catch hold.  

Juniper (Juniperus spp.) 
is another evergreen that 
often makes its way into 
our Christmas wreaths and 
arrangements. The species can 
produce greenery that is either 
smooth or picky.  

One of the biggest draws to 

using juniper is that is smells 
nice and often has attractive 
waxy looking berries along 
with the foliage. It was inter-

esting to learn that 
these berries are actual-
ly cones.  

The seeds are pro-
tected well within the 
tough outer coating and 
can pass through an 
animal’s digestive tract 
intact. That way the 
seeds can be dispersed 
far and wide – wherev-
er the animal is travel-

ing, I guess!
I’ve done complete articles 

on Holly (Ilex spp.) before, 
but I did learn a few new 
interesting tidbits with this 
most recent bout of research. 
The plant  has a unique 
defense mechanism.  

Lower foliage is extra 
spiny to reduce deer from 
browsing. Upper foliage is 
not nearly as spiny. There are 
chemicals in holly berries that 
make the berries unpalatable 
to birds and other wildlife at 
first, but as winter goes on 
they begin to taste a little bet-
ter.  

Still the birds only eat a 
few at a time thereby dispers-
ing seeds at various rates and 
locales. I think all of this is 
so interesting and so carefully 
orchestrated to continue the 
species!

Well, I hope my research 
has been entertaining, and I 
do hope that the students 
enjoy my show and tell 
tomorrow!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Christmas decoration trivia

WARE – According to 
a Nov. 30 press release, 
Baystate Health has com-
pleted its full due diligence 
on the Storrs Building at the 
Baystate Mary Lane campus, 
working closely with pub-
lic safety officials, structural 
engineers, and other partners 
to assess site conditions. 

With this work now com-
plete, demolition of the Storrs 
building and final weatheriza-
tion of the Wetherby Building 
will begin in the coming 
weeks.

To prepare the building 
for demolition, initial interi-
or work of Storrs has begun 
and will continue for several 
weeks. Following this prepa-
ratory phase, partial demoli-

tion of the Storrs Building is 
anticipated to begin later in 
December and involves equip-
ment and contractor activity 
and mobilization on the prop-
erty. 

Once demolition is under-
way, on-site activity is expect-
ed to take approximately three 
to four weeks. Final weath-
erization of the Wetherby 
Building will also be complet-
ed as part of this effort.

Baystate Health repre-
sentatives state they remain 
committed to ensuring that 
all work is completed safe-
ly, responsibly, and in accor-
dance with town require-
ments. The phased approach 
was designed to minimize dis-
ruption to neighbors and local 

businesses and they said they 
are grateful for community’s 
patience and understanding 
throughout this process.

“Baystate’s mission is 
to deliver compassionate, 
high-quality, and accessible 
care –advancing our commu-
nities’ health for all. In Ware 
and the surrounding commu-
nities, we fulfill this mission 
by continuing to invest in clin-
ical services at Baystate Wing 
Hospital and through our 
commitment to developing a 
primary care and convenient 
care site, serving most urgent 
care needs, located in Ware 
off the Baystate Mary Lane 
campus,” the press release 
stated.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty: 
I’m trying to figure out 

if I should change my IRS 
filing status to “Married 
– Filing Jointly” prior to 
getting reviewed for my 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D. 

My current IRS status is 
“Married – Filing Single” 
and I noticed this filing 
status is more stringent. I 
will be turning 62 this year 
(2025) and I’ve read that 
Medicare will review my 
income two years prior 
to turning 65. Any input 
would be appreciated. 

Signed: Uncertain 
Senior 

Dear Uncertain: 
Your IRS tax filing sta-

tus has no bearing on your 
eligibility for Medicare 
Part B (coverage for out-
patient healthcare services) 
or Medicare Part D (insur-
ance coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs). Medicare is 
an individual healthcare 
program, so enrolling in 
Medicare provides cover-
age for you only, not your 
spouse, your spouse’s 
Medicare eligibility will be 
individually evaluated. 

What your IRS fil-
ing status may affect 
is the amount of your 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D premiums. There is a 
Medicare provision called 
Income-Related Monthly 
Ad jus tmen t  Amoun t , 
which sets the income 
thresholds on which your 
Medicare premiums are 
based and those thresh-
olds are different if you 
file your income tax as a 
single or as “married/filing 
jointly.” 

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annually 
and there’s no way to yet 
determine what they will 
be when you are able to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65. They are currently 
$106,000 if you file as a 
single, and $212,000 if 
you file your taxes as 
“married/jointly.” If your 
“provisional income,” your 
combined income from 
all sources,  exceeds the 
threshold for your filing 
status, you will pay high-
er than standard Medicare 
Part B and Part D premi-
ums. If your income is 
lower than the threshold, 
you will pay only whatever 
the standard Medicare Part 
B premium is for the year 
you start Medicare and 
there will be no supple-
mental premium for your 
Part D coverage. 

For information, the 
IRMAA supp lemen t s 
are progressive that is, 
the more you exceed the 
threshold by, the higher 
your IRMAA premium 
supplement will be. To see 
the current IRMAA thresh-
olds and supplements 
again, these will likely 
change when you are eli-
gible for Medicare visit  
www.cms.gov/newsroom/

fact-sheets/2025-medicare-
parts-b-premiums-and-de-
ductibles.  

You are correct that 
your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be 
determined by your total 
income from two years 
prior. So, if you plan to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65, sometime in 2028, it is 
your 2026 income which 
will determine your Part 
B and Part D premiums, 
and that income will be 
defined by your 2026 
income tax return. Note, 
too, that Medicare premi-
ums are reevaluated each 
year, based upon your IRS 
income tax return from 
two years prior.  

FYI, there are advan-
tages to filing your income 
tax as “married/jointly” vs. 
married/filing separately 
and those are best evaluat-
ed by your tax advisor. We 
are not tax advisors here 
at the AMAC Foundation. 
And while it’s true that 
the IRMAA thresholds are 
higher when you file as 
“married/jointly,” it’s also 
true that your total income 
as a married couple will 
be used when determining 
your IRMAA premiums 
for Medicare. So, once 
again, it is probably best 
to consult with a qualified 
income tax advisor for 
guidance on whether it is 
best, financially, for you to 
change how you file your 
income tax in 2026, con-
sidering that you will be 
enrolling in Medicare in 
2028. 

One final thing: If 
you are still working and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer, “creditable” 
is a group plan with at 
least 20 participants, then 
you can delay enrolling 
in Medicare until your 
employer coverage ends 
thus temporarily avoiding 
the Medicare premiums. In 
other words, if you have 
creditable healthcare cov-
erage from an employer, 
you don’t have to enroll in 
Medicare immediately at 
age 65. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Cit izens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

About tax filing status and Medicare

Demolition to begin at 
the Storrs Building at MLH

NEWS & FEATURES
As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 

news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always cover, 
but we are more than open to suggestions of other features 
to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many 
interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news 
or community features for The 
Ware River News, please email 
warerivernews@turley.com.
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HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP.  FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SWEET & SMOKY BBQ
BABY BACK RIBS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1199
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
HEALTHY CHOICE
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS....

SALE DATES: 12/11/25-12/17/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS KAYEM
WHOLE PIT HAM .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ....................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................

$266
lb

lb

lb
$277

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

$189
lb

$366

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST 
PORK LOIN STUFFED W/ HAM, 
CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$449
lb

$155
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CORNISH HENS TWIN PAK ...............$279

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ...... $669

lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT
RAW SHRIMP 26/30 CT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$667
lb

 

 

 

 

  

J.P. McCarthy & Sons 

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 

  
  

“Join the team that does more by
     9am than some do all day!”

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

Clean Out Solutions
Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Shed, Pool & 
Hot Tub Removals

Arthur “Skip” Gervais
(774)397-6500

Junk & Bulk Trash Removal

home of a public safety com-
plex. With the board’s direc-
tion and comments by the 
public, Ferrera said the town 
is looking at other options. 

With the topic of relocat-
ing the Police Department, it 
was brought up that the bank 
building was viewed as a pos-
sible option. The town wants 
to identify what the cost will 
be to bring the bank building 
up to code to be appropriate 
for a modern police station. 

The Selectmen want to see 
what the structural stability of 
the building is, the condition 
of the roof, HVAC, and the 
accessibility of the building. 
The board also wants to seek 
out a qualified architect and 
engineer to do these assess-
ments. 

“ U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
requirements is critically 
important,” Ferrera said. “Hire 
somebody who has some type 
of qualifications and expe-
rience in dealing with these 
types of facilities.”

For the fire station, the 
town is looking at updates to 
the existing fire station and 
possibly adding more bays 
and what that might potential-
ly cost. 

Ferrera and the board made 
it clear for the record that 

the town is still in its options 
phase. They’re seeking out 
options that could possi-
bly be suitable for the Police 
Department, Fire Department, 
or a public safety building for 
both departments. 

As for input from the 
building inspector, the inspec-
tors will come later and 
inspect the work that is being 
done to the chosen build-
ing. Right now, the town is 
not focused on a particular 
site. Therefore, the board is 
focused on going over options 
before factoring in any spend-
ing on environmental.  

Selectmen David Dufresne 
asked for some background 
information on the engineer 
that Jim Fountain (the bank 
building owner), recruit-
ed to observe the building. 
Selectmen Chair Richard 
Eichacker reviewed an assess-
ment letter the board received 
in a prior meeting and said the 
assessment didn’t state any 
qualifications of the engineer 
regarding public safety build-
ings or police stations. 

From his  s tandpoint , 
Dufresne believes the bank 
building is not designed to 
be a police station or a public 
safety building. 

Eichacker called the engi-
neer recruited by Fountain and 
found out that the engineer 

hasn’t done an assessment in 
20 years. 

Ferrera explained the 
designer selections, under 
Chapter 30B, but knows the 
town is not in that designing 
selection now as its trying to 
assess its options. 

This topic of moving the 
Police Department has been 
discussed for at least 20 years 
and Dufresne says the town 
has looked at a lot of proper-
ties over the years. 

Eichacker believes the town 
is getting closer to the best 
possible option. The board 
asked if they wanted to con-
tinue working with Tecton 
Architects to help them with 
the study as they have experi-
ence in building public safety 
buildings, police stations and 
fire stations throughout the 
Northeast region of the coun-
try. 

The board is  looking 
to possibly get another firm 
for the fire station expansion 
study. As part of the fire sta-
tion study, there should be 
further discussions with Fire 
Chief Adam Lavoie to see 
what the department is aiming 
to accomplish. 

As part of the studies, the 
Selectmen want to identify the 
scope of the work that would 
have to be done on the fire sta-
tion and the bank building if 

it is feasible. Dufresne men-
tioned that it could cost the 
town a lot of money to tear the 
bank building down to make 
way for a more modernized 
building. Ultimately, the Board 
wants to know the cost of 
bringing the bank building up 
to a category 4 building. 

Derick Veliz of the Board 
of Selectmen commented 
that the town “is trying to get 
something done,” and it has to 
be done right under the con-
struction code. 

Eichacker said it comes 
down to figuring out what 
the costs will be. There was 
public comment on how the 
board seems to believe the 
bank building isn’t a right fit, 
but the residents voted to get 
a study done. Eichacker men-
tioned that the bank building 
hasn’t had this sort of assess-
ment done before. 

“Nobody really assessed it 
to a level that it needs to be,” 
Eichacker said. 

When Tecton did their 
study on the public safety 
complex options, the study 
found what was available on 
land and not existing build-
ings. The board will continue 
to assess the options that are 
currently in front of them.

The board voted on an 
access agreement for 968 
Main St. Ferrera said this 

agreement was drafted by 
KP Law and is awaiting 
the approval of the board. 
Fountain had already signed 
the agreement and will provide 
keys to the building. The board 
voted and accepted the access 
agreement. 

Tax classification hearing
The Board of Selectmen 

and the Board of Assessors 
held a tax classification hear-
ing to determine tax allocation 
among the property classes for 
fiscal year 2026. public hear-
ing for tax allocation. 

Assessors Debra Hardy and 
Jack Feeney shared the infor-
mation the assessors received 
and mentioned no tax rate 
has been approved yet. Both 
assessors shared the options on 
what the Board could vote for. 
There are several exemptions 
the Board can vote on. 

The Assessors shared that 
there could be new growth 
coming from commercial new 
housing or remodels. 

The Board of Selectmen 
voted to retain a single tax rate 
and took no action on resi-
dential, commercial and open 
space exemptions. 

Board of Health-
related topics

The board voted to adopt 
a Sustainable Purchasing 

Policy. After that vote the 
board heard from Daniel 
Thibodeau of the Board of 
Health to talk about the accep-
tance of a state grant from the 
recycling dividends program 
under the sustainable mate-
rials recovery program. This 
grant is administered by the 
Board of Health.

Thibodeau said this is 
a standard thing the town 
does every year and focuses 
on recycling programs and 
the town wishes to do more 
recycling related programs 
in town. The board voted to 
accept the state grant.

The Board of Selectmen 
also voted to increase the 
board of health petty cash 
by $100 to cover the cost of 
added certified mailings. 

Tighe & Bond contract
The Selec tmen voted 

to enter into a contract with 
Tighe & Bond for engineer-
ing services related to the duct 
work improvement project 
at the Warren Senior Center. 
This article was passed at 
the Special Town Meeting, 
although there was some 
confusion regarding the pro-
cess of duct work. The board 
explained the process of how 
the work would be done and 
would benefit the senior cen-
ter. 

WARREN from page 1

community

H A R DW I C K  –  O n 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at 11 
a.m. Mrs. Claus and her 
Elf are coming to the Paige 
Memor ia l  L ib ra ry,  87 
Petersham Road, to decorate 
Christmas cookies. 

Children of all ages are 
invited to join them. Choose 
a large sugar cookie shaped 
like a Christmas tree, a gin-
gerbread man, a reindeer, or 
an ugly Christmas sweater to 
decorate. Please register to 
save your spot.

Have your gifts wrapped 
on Saturday, Dec. 20. A 
Special  Christmas Gift 
Wrapping Day wil l  be 
held at the Paige Memorial 
Library where self-pro-
claimed “obsessed” gift 
wrappers will make every 
gift special with a large 
selection of Christmas gift 
wraps and matching ribbons 
in many colors, and styles, 
classic and fun. 

Oddly shaped gifts must 

be placed in a box. All 
breakable items must have 
protective packing around 
them in the box. 

Please make an appoint-
ment. Donations for this ser-
vice will be collected for the 
Christmas for Kids program 
sponsored by the Hardwick/
New Bra in t r ee  Po l i ce 
Association. 

Ongoing activities offered 
at  the Paige Memorial 
Library currently include 
the weekly Story Hour with 
art and science activities, 
the Paige Book Club, the 
Cookbook Club, Celebrate 
H a r d w i c k ,  t h e  o n g o -
ing Friends of the Paige 
Memorial Library Book 
Sale, the Paige Writers, and 
the recently formed Movie 
Festival Committee. 

For more information and 
to register for any program, 
please email paigelibrary.
hardwick@gmail.com or call 
413-477-6704.

Holiday happenings at the 
Paige Memorial Library WARE – Ware Junior/

Senior High Schol announced 
the first quarter honor roll for 
the 2024-2025 school year

Grade 12, High Honors
I rmak  Bagc i ,  O l iv i a 

DiRienzo, Jack Gaudreau, 
Ky l e  K a c z u w k a ,  M a i a 
Lamothe, Marek Luongo, Ella 
Przypek and Sophia Rheaume.

Grade 12, Honors
J a d r i e n  B e r t h i a u m e , 

Damian Brace, Troy Dufresne, 
Brady Guimond, Jacoby 
Heredia, Shealee Logan, 
Enrique Martinez, Aidan 
Montone	 and Alex Orszulak.

Grade 11, High Honors
Aaron Bateman, Olivia 

Beaumier, Andrew Bonilla,  
Thomas Cleveland, Emily 
Jones,  Reese McKeever, 
Edgue John Michael Owsiak, 
Sebastian Schmidt and Ohana 
Wall.

Grade 11, Honors
I s l a  B e n n i n g t o n , 

C a r l y  B r ow n ,  E n r i q u e 
Burton, Kahmari	 C r u m p , 
Reaghan Jacobs, Kazmiryr 
Lagimoniere, Mila Markham, 
Da l ton  Marqu i s ,  J acob 
McNamee, Haylee Torotora 
and Robert Wood.

Grade 10, High Honors
Natalie Alencar, Marsicano 

de Melo, Demitri Bonilla, 

Jadyn-Amy Boulrice, Caeleb 
DuBois, Laura Landgren, 
Mason Lee, Amelia Orszulak, 
A d a l i a  R iv e r a  R o l o n , 
Enzzo Santo and Matthew 
Skutnik.	

Grade 10, Honors
Sophie  Bla i s ,  Ca l l i e 

C y g a n ,  A n n a  D u l a k , 
C a r l e a  F o l e y,  A r a l y n 
Garcia ,  Emanuel  Lugo, 
Alexandria Marceau, Molly 
McGrail, Catherine Mickna, 
Logan Millet and Colin 
Pennington.	

Grade Nine, High Honors
Lana Bennington, Gloria 

Cotaj, Josephine Galeckas, 
Rylee Hume, Jennavesia 
J o s e p h s o n ,  G a b r i e l l e 
Kaczuwka, Mason Kalafarski, 
Kyra Kearney, Edmund Klee, 
Daisy Laverdiere, Alexandria 
Mickna, Madison Mitchell, 
Laila Perron, Andrew Shaw, 
Roman Viess  and Zoey 
Wattu.	

Grade Nine, Honors
T h a n i s h k a  C o r d e r o , 

Frankee Crehan, Joseph 
Cygan, Finnegan DeMarco, 
Dane Dulak, Lucy Hebert, 
Andrew Rheaume and Carter 
Smith.	

Grade Eight, High Honors
M a d i s o n  B o u l r i c e , 

Rosaida Carrion, Roman 
Chadwick, James Devlin, 

S o p h i a  E p l e y - N o u r s e , 
Isabella Francis,  Gloria 
Gern, Ryder Harper, Lucas 
Jurczyk, Nathan Kelly, Emily 
Lane, Noah Lane, Ellyana 
Lavalley, Pinyaphut Matin, 
Isaac Peterson, Alexandria 
Schmidt, Sean Taylor and 
Alana Tolman.	

Grade Eight, Honors
Skyshe Anglero-Rosario, 

Robert Beauregard, Titus 
Benitez,  Anivea Confer, 
Esmeralda Esteves, Michael	
Goss, Quinn Lanigan, Riley 
Logan, Leon Longobardi, 
Mason Kaydin, Jaleaa Pagan, 
Whisper-Leigh Wagher and 
Liam Wedhoff.

Grade Seven, High Honors
Keyana Baxter-Churchill, 

Clark Rhys, Natalie Finocchio, 
A f i n a  G r i f f i t h ,  E m m a 
Hillebrand, Nicolette Janusz, 
Richard Lamonda III, Miriam 
Milligan, Emma Mulcahy, and 
Brianna Ramirez-Minas, Moah 
Rasys, Aiden Stebbins, Mason 
Viess and Bennet Wnek.	
	

Grade Seven, Honors
Troy  Bamber,  Bryan 

Cardin, Aiyana-Mae David, 
Rylee Estridge,   Rowan 
Hillebrand, Savannah LaFond, 
Houston  Lin ts ,  Damien 
Martinez, Cainan Sanford, 
Kayleigh Taylor and Samier 
Watson.	

Ware Junior/Senior High School lists honor roll

HARDWICK –  St . 
Aloysius Catholic School, 
52 Church St., Gilbertville, 
announced the students 
who achieved the honor 
roll for the first trimester.

High Honors
Juliana Moryl, grade 

f o u r ;  a n d  J a c k s o n 
Boudreau, grade eight.

Honors
Lachlan McMart in , 

g r a d e  f o u r ;  J a k o b 

McBride,  grade four; 
Natale Docimo, grade five; 
Malikai Grinkley, grade 
five; Connor Shunaman, 
g r a d e  f iv e ;  S a w y e r 
Ve rham,  g r ade  f ive ; 
Lilliana Soja, grade six; 
Alexander Velez, grade 
six; Grant Verham, grade 
six; Aidan Caulfield, grade 
seven; Hailey Casiello, 
g r a d e  e i g h t ;  G a v i n 
Letendre, grade eight; and 
Noelle St. Jacques, grade 
eight. 

St. Aloysius school lists honor roll

WARE – The Friends of 
the Ware Library will be sell-
ing Lotto Calendars through 
the end of the year. 

Tickets are $10 each and 
drawings will take place 
every day in January. 1,000 

max tickets will be sold and 
you can win an unlimited 
number of times. 

Visit the library at 37 Main 
St. or participating stores to 
purchase a ticket - they make 
great stocking stuffers.

Library Friends host calendar fundraiser
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 

(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 

psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 

in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive 

person
 59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl

 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 

future
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line 

in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 

day
 26. Pouch

 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 

with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 

honcho

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of CHRISTMAS for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.

Swiercz. This fun weekend 
of witnessing the creativity 
of local crafters who decorat-
ed trees, wreaths, and other 
crafts has been happening 
at Town Hall for nearly 10 
years. 

Lak expressed gratitude 
for the help of Ware High 
School students, who came 
in to help organize the tree 
and wreath festival at Town 
Hall. Lak also thanked Ware 
Police Officer Jeannine 
Bonnayer for coordinating 
with the students to help do 
the amazing setup work at 
the Town Hall. 

“They’re amazing,” Lak 
said. 

There were several trees 
and wreaths that were made 
by students at Ware High 
School. 

All these entries, includ-
ing trees and wreaths, were 
being raffled off. Visitors 
purchased their raffle tickets 
at the front door and placed 
a ticket in the bags next to 
the item they desired to take 
home. 

There were door priz-
es available, 12 in total, for 
guests to try and win during 
their stroll through Town 
Hall. The Town Hall was cer-
tainly a winter wonderland, 
surrounded by trees, wreaths, 
decorative stands and other 
goods that would fit nicely in 
a new household. 

The center of the room 
had a space for Santa Claus 
to sit and meet the children 
of Ware. 

The door prizes included 
a  quilted table runner, paper 
tree, nesting boxes, and the 
beautifully designed Meeting 
House ornament, which came 

with a stand. For the entries, 
Lak brought back the ador-
able gnome bushes. 

Many local crafters con-
tribute these items every 
year. Lak gave a shoutout to 
Claudia Kadra and her family 
who have donated items to 
the festival for many years. 

“A creative artistic fam-
ily who have donated every 
year,” Lak said. 

Representatives of the 
Ware Center Meeting House 
and the Ware Historical 
Society had a table 
of items avail-
a b l e .  T h e r e 
were books, 
merchandise, 
and histor-
ical pieces 
tied to the 
community 
of Ware.  

D a w n 
Corley of Just 
Keep Smiling 
had a table set up 
offering glitter tat-
toos for kids. 

Celebrate the Season also 
featured a bake sale with a 
variety of home baked breads 
and cookies available. 

STURBRIDGE – The 
community chorus Wings 
of Song offers a program 
of songs for Christmas and 
the Winter Solstice in two 
upcoming concerts. 

The fi rs t ,  Saturday, 
Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m., 
will be presented at St. 
Joachim Chapel, part of 
St. Anne – St. Patrick 
Parish, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale .  The sec-
ond is Sunday, Dec. 
14 at 3 p.m., at Elm 
Street Congregational 
Church, 61 Elm St., 
Southbridge. 

Both concerts are 
free, with a freewill 
offering collected at inter-
mission. The venues are 
fully handicap-accessible. 
As always, free refresh-
ments will be served after 
each concert. 

Folks are encouraged to 
arrive early to be sure of a 
seat. 

Over his two decades 
as Wings of Song Music 
Director, Nym Cooke has 
introduced the chorus and 
its audiences to a wide vari-
ety of music. This program 
is no exception. 

Pieces come from plac-
es as far apart as Denmark 
and South Africa. Musical 
styles range from French 
Baroque opera to white 
gospel. Featured instru-
ments include handbells, 
djembe, and upright bass. 
Compositional dates stretch 
from the early 1500s (com-
poser: King Henry VIII of 
England) to 2025 (com-
poser: Wings of Song tenor 
Gianni Davilli). 

M o o d s  va r y,  f r o m 
deeply peaceful to fero-
cious.  Familiarity ranges 
from widespread (classic 
Christmas songs such as “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem”) 
to nonexistent (two world 
premieres). 

Pieces last less than a 
minute to over five minutes. 
Vocal range spans almost 
four octaves. Musical tex-
tures range from highly con-

trapuntal (rounds such as 
“This Longest Night” and 
“Full Moonlight Dance”) 
to grandly homophonic 
(the ever-popular “O Holy 
Night,” in John Rutter’s 

m a g n i f i c e n t 
arrangement). 

The in ter-
locking themes 
o f  n i g h t , 
moon, and stars 

proved to  be 
enormously rich: 

many wonderful texts 
and pieces of music 

have been written to 
celebrate the mystery 

of darkness, or to bring 
spiritual light and uplift at 
the darkest time of the year. 
People are strongly encour-
aged to bring stars or moons 
to these concerts, to be held 
or hoisted aloft at key points 
in the proceedings. (More 
than one moon is fine, in the 
spirit of celebration.)

Cooke waxes enthusias-
tic about the chorus: “One 
of the many good things 
about this group is that we 
are becoming more and 
more a collaborative enter-
prise. Rather than me say-
ing, ‘This is how this piece 
should go’ and that’s it, I 
start things off and then cho-
rus members come up with 
all sorts of great contribu-
tions—an idea for dynam-
ics here, a pertinent ques-
tion about breathing there, 
an instrumental suggestion 
from someone else. There 
are so many deeply musical 
people in this group! And 
equally important are the 
devoted folks who just love 
to sing, and who help make 
our sound as big and thrill-
ing as it is!”

People attending these 
concerts are in for a treat 
– a deep dive into some of 
the enduring mysteries of 
this charged time, myster-
ies stemming both from 
the natural world and from 
Christian tradition. Miracles 
will abound. Come and 
hear!

Wings of song performs 
‘Night, Moon, Stars’

This gnome made out of 
greenery wore pink mittens.

This teddy bear and wagon made by Lori Cebula 
was filled with sweet treats. 

A bake sale was held during Celebrate the Season and featured a 
variety of cookies and breads. 

This joyful snowman was made by Bernie Wilson.

The center tree 
was provided 
by Ware High 
School students.

TREE FESITVAL
from page 1

A quilted 
holiday 
table run-
ner was 
sewn by 
Hilarie 
Shea. 

A Ware A Ware 
Center Center 

Meeting Meeting 
House orna-House orna-

ment with ment with 
a stand was a stand was 

one of the one of the 
door prizes. door prizes. 

 

Does WINTER have you or your family  
concerned about living alone? 

You don’t have to worry anymore...  
everything is under one roof! 

Benefits of living with us 
 No plowing or shoveling 

 No grocery shopping 
 No worries about losing power 

 Never be alone 

We’d love to meet with you! To schedule a tour or  
learn more about Christopher Heights of Belchertown,  

call Lorna Stone at (413)323-5500 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WARE RIVER NEWS 
ONLINE AT: WARERIVERNEWS.TURLEY.COM
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Attending the Holiday 
Craft Fair was the Friends 
Committee of the Ware 
Library. The friends were 
selling lottery calendars to 
help raise money for the 
library. Those who buy in 
have an opportunity to win 
a prize during the month of 
January 2026. Prizes will be 
awarded from Jan. 1 to Jan. 
31. 

There were a lot  of 
unique items showcased in 
this year’s Holiday Craft 
Fair. If you haven’t decorat-
ed your house or Christmas 
tree yet, there were several 
vendors who had handmade 
ornaments. 

Dazzling Resin Designs 
was at the holiday craft fair 
and there were plenty of 
neat items to choose from. 
These designs are figurines 
of various animals, includ-
ing seals, turtles, birds, 
frogs, cats and dogs. 

Creat ions by Laurie 
returned to the Holiday 
Craft Fair and had various 
holiday décor. Last year, 
Laurie Gagne of Creations 
by Laurie made these unique 
crafts known as nature cir-
cles, made mostly out of 
Jenga blocks. 

These are popular items 
that went fast, but Gagne 
will return with more nature 
circles in the near future. 
Creations by Laurie still 
had some beautiful holiday 
décor, including wreaths and 
Christmas lamps. 

There were a lot of bak-
ers in this year’s Holiday 
Craft Fair. Mom’s Whoopie 
Pies were available and 
looked delicious. The baker 
behind these whoopie pies 
has been baking for sever-
al years and their popular 
baked good was the whoop-
ie pie that was pumpkin fla-
vored. There was also pea-
nut butter fudge available. 

There was a lot of shop-
ping and celebrating as the 
Ware Public School commu-
nity came together to put on 
a great Holiday Craft Fair. 

Library Friend’s 
group hosts 
free wine 
tasting event

WARE – The Friends 
of the Ware Library will 
be hosting a Wine Tasting 
presentation at It’s Wine 
O’clock, 164 D West St., on 
Saturday, Dec. 13, from 1-4 
p.m.

 The staff of It’s Wine 
O’clock will be giving a pre-
sentation about the featured 
wines, and the Friends will 
receive a percentage of the 
sales to help with program-
ming at the Ware Library.  

The Friends will also be 
selling their Lotto Calendars 
for $10 each.  With your pur-
chase of a calendar  you have 
the opportunity to win a cash 
prize every day in January. 

 Please stop in anytime 
during the hours of the free 
wine tasting,  and learn about 
some wine from the very 
knowledgeable staff – just in 
time to purchase your wine 
for the upcoming holidays, 
or to buy some gifts for the 
wine lovers on your list.

 The Friends appreciates 
the staff of It’s Wine O’clock 
for partnering with them.  
This event  is a great way to 
showcase the wines at Wine 
O’clock and help support the 
Ware Library.    

ABOVE: Plenty of 
handmade hol-
iday ornaments 
were available to 
shop for during 
the Holiday Craft 
Fair.

Dazzling Resin Designs had unique figurines that were 
looking to be a part of a new household.

These decorative wreaths were made by Creations by Laurie.

LEFT: An ador-
able painting by 
Dorothy Witaszek 
of West Warren, 
who specializes 
in watercolors.

These baskets were made by Baskets & Mats by Jessica.

Ornaments of all kinds from hearts, snowmen, teddy 
bears and trees were available to be added to your 
Christmas tree.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Pumpkin whoopie pies 
were baked by Mom’s 
Whoopie Pies. 

CRAFT FAIR
 from page 1

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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NEW YEAR’S
EVE PARTY

2026

DINNER & DESSERT
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

MUSIC PROVIDED BY:
The Evening Standard Jazz Band

ft. Annie Huppert
 DJ Fusion

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 , 2025ST

8PM-12AM
 

$80/TICKET or $160/COUPLE
(978) 434-7800

hardingallenestate.com

ALL THAT GLITTERS
THE HARDING ALLEN ESTATE PRESENTS

at the gazebo to hear their 
Christmas wishes. St. Nick 
would then join his friends 
in Warren at the tree for a 
countdown to its lighting. 
Everyone joined in on the 
countdown as the holiday 
season has officially began in 
Warren. 

The center of Warren 
was busy as various loca-
tions had activities to offer. 
Mason’s Grille had beef stew 
and clam chowder available 
for purchase in addition to a 
raffle. Proceeds from these 
purchases will be donated 
to support Firefighter Scott 
Bridges and his fight against 
cancer. The Mason’s Grille 
Staff were wearing Bridges 
Strong T-shirts in addition to 
their holiday attire. 

Mason’s Grille also pro-
vided cookies, hot chocolate, 
and coffee at their refresh-
ments table. Becky Mason 
of Mason’s Grille shared that 
the business had raised over 
$1,000 earlier in the day. 

Throughout the day, Mason’s 
Grille collected donations for 
this great cause. 

“We’re like a big fami-
ly here at Mason’s,” Mason 
said. 

It was all about celebrat-
ing with family and friends 
during the Warren Tree 
Lighting. Mason’s Grille also 
had a couple special guests. 
Santa Claus was sitting 
comfortably inside Mason’s 
Grille and was taking pic-
tures with guests. 

Frizzle the Clown from 
Clowning for Kidz appeared 
at Mason’s Grille to say hello 
to all the guests during the 
tree lighting. 

Across from the Town 
Common is the Warren 
Public Library hosting an 
open house. For over 15 
years, the library has been a 
destination for guests to visit 
during the annual Warren 
Tree Lighting. Library board 
members treated guests to 
various baked goods and 
apple cider. 

At The Lost Arts, there 
was an open house featur-

ing a scratch art craft, where 
guests can make some orna-
ments for their Christmas 
tree at home. The Lost Arts 
also featured photographs 
with their special guest, The 
Grinch. 

Glenda’s Pub had a free 
kid’s activity and had 3D 
laser printed items for sale. 
Warren WIC hosted an open 
house featuring games and 
prizes. 

T h e  Wa r r e n  F i r e 
Department was parked over 
by the train depot and was 
having their wreath sale. 
Plenty of wreaths were avail-
able and displayed nicely. 

The Warren Police were 
busy collecting toys for the 
Jingle Fund. This year, the 
police are able to supply 
toys for over 80 children in 
Warren. 

Officer Morin of Warren 
Police Department has been 
running the Jingle Fund 
for the last three years and 
mentioned the collabora-
tion the department has with 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School. Students of 
Quaboag and Quaboag staff 
assisted with the program 
and helped do the shopping 
and the wrapping of the gifts. 

QRSD Superintendent 
Stephen Duff said 30 stu-
dents helped with assist-
ing with the Jingle Fund. 
Presents will be wrapped at 
the high school and will be 
distributed on Dec. 17 at 6 
p.m. 

For those who want to 
write to Santa Claus, the 
Warren Post Office was host-
ing Letters to Santa with the 
big Santa Letter Box waiting 
to be filled. Kids can get a 
reply from Santa if they leave 

a return address. 
Wa r r e n  P o s t m a s t e r 

Jennifer Drago supplied the 
letters and gingerbread col-
oring sheets for kids to enjoy. 
The post office also had a 
decorated photo booth with 
Gingy the Gingerbread man. 

After Santa’s arrival, the 
Quaboag Cheer Squad gave a 
performance on the Common 
prior to the official light-
ing of the tree. In the heart 
of Warren, the town came 
together for a celebration that 
is the Annual Warren Tree 
Lighting. The parks depart-
ment did an amazing job 
decorating the Common with 
lights on all the trees on the 
Common and adorable holi-
day floats. 

Visitors could take a photo with Santa Claus at Mason’s 
Grille during the Tree Lighting. 

Frizzle the Clown from Clowning for Kidz 
Foundation was hanging out at Mason’s 
Grille.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
The Quaboag High School Cheer Squad performed on the Common. 

Shown from left to right are Officer Morin, Chief Millette, Quaboag Regional School 
Distrcit Superintendent Stephen Duff and students who volunteered to help during the 
toy drive put on by the Warren Patrolman’s Association. 

TREE LIGHTING
 from page 1

Kids visited the Warren Post Office to write a letter to 
Santa and draw gingerbread cookies. Warren Postmaster 
Jennifer Drago, left, is shown handing out coloring sheets.

Wagon rides were provided by Flat Brook Farm & Sugar 
House and participated in the truck light parade.

The tree on the Common was lit after 
Santa Claus and Warren residents did a 
countdown. 

The Lost Arts had photo opportunties with 
the Grinch. 

The Quaboag High School Cheer Squad joined Santa Claus for a photo under the Town 
Common gazebo

Warren Warren 
lights uplights up
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – For nearly 
20 years, two people have 
anchored the sports depart-
ment at Turley Publications.

When you think of sports 
in the Journal Register, 
Sentinel News, Agawam 
Advertiser, or Ware River 
News, you think of David 
Henry and Tim Peterson.

Both have been members 
of the Turley Sports staff for 
almost two decades, cover-
ing every sport offered by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, and 
connecting with thousands of 
athletes over the course of 
their careers.

Their job has been to 
see that the deserving stu-
dent-athletes who work hard 
and achieve milestones, 
league titles, Western Mass. 
titles, and college success get 
recognized by their commu-
nities.

Last Friday night, it was 
their turn to be recognized 
for their dedicated work.

The Pioneer Valley Soccer 
Officials Association award-
ed Henry and Peterson with 
Letters of Commendation.

The PVSOA, which held 
its awards banquet at the 
Ludlow Polish-American 
Club on Dec. 5, recognized 
the pair for their dedicated 
service of reporting and pho-
tographing boys and girls 

soccer, impacting multiple 
communities throughout the 
region.

The  PVSOA Awards 
Committee believed their 
longtime service at Turley 
Publications was deserving 

of the letters.
Peterson had a more con-

ventional background in 
sports journalism. He par-
ticipated in his high school 
newspaper at Oxford High 
School and went on to work 

at the Southbridge Evening 
News. 

In 2007, he transitioned 
to being a freelance writ-
er for Turley Publications. 
At first, Peterson had an 
established rapport in the 
Palmer-Monson and Ludlow-
Belchertown areas. But in 
recent years, readers can 
find Peterson in almost any 
one of the towns in Turley’s 
11-newspaper,  17 -h igh 
school coverage zone.

“ I  r ea l ly  en joy  i t ,” 
Peterson said. “I just love 
covering sports and I really 
enjoy watching high school 
soccer.”

Peterson also named 
baseball as one of his favor-
ite sports to cover. Peterson, 
especially over the past sev-
eral years, has had no short-
age of exciting competition 
to cover. He’s been at most 
major championship games 
in Turley’s coverage area, 
and even enjoys traveling 
around the state to schools 
he has never been to thanks 
to the state’s new tournament 
format.

Peterson was not even tak-
ing much of a break at the 
PVSOA banquet, forgoing 
receiving too much recogni-

tion, and focusing his atten-
tion on the award winners at 
the event (see related stories).

Henry did not have a typi-
cal path to becoming Turley’s 
longstanding sports photog-
rapher since 2006.

He had a more than 
30-years career in the mili-
tary in the United States Air 
Force. He spent many of his 
years working as a mechan-
ic at Westover Air Reserve 
Base right in his hometown 
of Chicopee.

But he also spent some of 
his time overseas during his 
early days in the military.

“I bought my first SLR 
while I was in Thailand,” 
Henry said. He was looking 
to capture moments from his 
tours in foreign places and 
began taking pictures.

He eventually built his 
own dark room at his home. 
But he did not do too much 
more with photography until 
digital became more preva-
lent and he was encouraged 
to apply to the Chicopee 
Register following his retire-
ment from the military in 
2006.

Submitted photo
Turley Publications Sports writer Tim Peterson and photographer David Henry were rec-
ognized last Friday night at the Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association. The are pic-
tured with PVSOA member Joe Santos.

Turley’s Henry, Peterson recognized for work by PVSOA

WARE – The preseason 
for Ware girls basketball 
heated up on Sunday after-
noon as Ware girls basket-
ball had a scrimmage with 

Quabbin Regional .  The 
Indians are set for the regu-
lar season with their opener 
on the road at Monson High 
School on Friday, Dec. 12 at 

6 p.m. Ware’s home open-
er will be Tuesday, Dec. 16 
at 7 p.m. against Hopkins 
Academy.

Indians get going in preseason
Madi Slattery takes a shot. Reese McKeever gets the 

jumping one-hander.
Naomi Torres eyes the hoop 
for a shot.

Reaghan Jacobs attempts to pass through a 
defender.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Daisy Laverdiere dribbles down the right 
sideline.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER—In a span 
of six days, the Cape Cod 
Regional Vocational Tech 
football team traveled more 
than

650 miles and cele-
brated two upset victories 
in the State Vocational 
Tournament. 

Following their 30-16 
opening round victory at 
second-seeded Franklin 
County Tech on Nov. 
14, the seventh-seeded 
Crusaders made another 
long bus trip from Harwich 
to Western Mass., on Nov. 
21. This time, Cape Cod 
Tech overcame a ten point 
halftime deficit to defeat 
the third-seeded Pathfinder 
Tech Pioneers, 18-16, in a 
semifinal game played at 
Legion Field in Palmer. 

It was the first meet-
ing on the 
g r i d i r o n 
between the 
two squads 
and the final 
home game 
of the sea-
son for the 
Pioneers. 

“ I ’ m 
very close 
with most 
o f  t h e 
s e n i o r s , 
s o  t h i s 
i s  a  ve ry 
tough loss 
f o r  t h o s e 
guys,” said 
Pathfinder 
sophomore 
C a s s i a n 
K o w a l i k . 
“It’s going 
to be very 
difficult not 
playing with 
them again 
next year.”

T h e 
P i o n e e r s 
seniors ,  who wrapped 
up their high school foot-

b a l l  c a r e e r s  a g a i n s t 
r iva l  Be lcher town on 
Thanksgiving morning, 
are Dustyn Cook, Ethan 

Mooney, Stephen Curtis, 
Brandyn Wilson, Aiden 
Girard, Brandon Charron, 
Jaiden Ambrose, Wyatt 
Breault, Amias Kowalik, 
Harold Black, and Jarrett 
Skowyra.  

“You’re always disap-
pointed to see the seniors’ 
season come to an end, and 
I’m proud that they got this 
far,” said Pathfinder head 
coach Bill Darling. “We’re 
one of the only teams play-
ing at the end of the season 
here for some type of tro-
phy, so I’m really proud of 
the boys.”

Pathfinder Tech (5-6) 
didn’t have very much trou-
ble dispatching sixth-seed-

Pioneers fall to Cape Cod 
in vocational tournament

Turley photo  by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Trevor Alexander heads 
into the crowd.

Anthony Arventos rushes toward the 
sideline.

Please see 
RECOGNITION, page 10

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 10
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sports

 By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

L U D L OW  –  T h e r e 
are multiple soccer offi-
cials associations through-
out the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, all which are 
responsible for the recruit-
ing, training, assigning, and 
evaluating of soccer referees 
that do high school games, as 
well as some youth leagues.

The Pioneers  Val ley 
Soccer Officials Association 
is the only organization is 
that is still doing awards ban-
quets, recognizing athletes, 
its members for longtime 
service, and contributors to 
the soccer community.

Last Friday night at the 
Ludlow Polish American 
Club, the 79th iteration of 
the awards banquet was held 
and the same positive vibe 
could be felt in the room as 
the PVSOA gave out their 
sportsmanship awards, most 
valuable players, and other 
miscellaneous awards for 
service, contributions and 
dedication to the soccer com-
munity at large.

James Duggan, who was 
the master of ceremonies at 
last Friday’s banquet, said he 
thinks its amazing that the 
PVSOA is still going strong 
with its banquet.

“You are all a part of his-
tory,” Duggan told the award 
winners. “Our program gets 
bigger every year as we 
have the entire history of our 
awards in that program.”

Chief among the rec-
ognized people at the ban-
quet are the sportsmanship 
awards. Coaches like Eric 
Degnan of Monson girls 
soccer and Tom Rivet of 
Chicopee boys soccer, both 
of whom were present at this 
year’s awards ceremony for 
other recognition, often said 
the sportsmanship awards for 
their teams were huge hon-
ors.

Degnan, who recent-
ly retired from coaching, 
said making sure his teams 
showed exemplary sports-
manship was even more 
important than winning 
league titles, and multiple 
sectional and state cham-
pionships .  Degnan has 
received nine sportsmanship 
awards from the PVSOA, all 
with Monson.

Rivet has three from 
the group. Two came with 
Chicopee boys soccer and 
one with East Longmeadow.

Outgoing President David 
DelBuono, who received 
an award, emphasized the 
importance of holding the 
annual event.

He said he appreciated the 

hard work of all the officials 
who continue to work hard 
for the student-athletes on 
the playing field.

The event was attended 
by family and friends of the 
awardees along with several 
recognizable faces who have 
served as officials for many 
years.

Duggan said he is looking 

forward to having everyone 
back next years for the 80th 
years of the awards. The ban-
quet was established in 1946.

The PVSOA recognizes 
individuals with the Jimmie 
Downie and Larry E. Briggs 
Awards as well as plaques 
given to referees who had 
achieved milestone years of 
service..

PVSOA hold 79th awards banquet

David DelBuono, the outgoing PVSOA President, was 
inducted into the Massachusetts Interscholastic Soccer 
Officials Association. He was recognized at the PVSOA 
banquet for that accomplishment by James Duggan.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Joe Santos was the Downie Award winner this year. He 
stands with James Duggan.

Reid Savoie receives a service award from David DelBuono.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville League
WARE – December has 

started as the Wednesday 
Night Bondsville League at 
Roll-A-Way Lanes contin-
ues into the winter months. 

After week 14, Fire 
Mountain hangs on to 
first place with a record of 
61.5-36.5. In second place, 
just half a point behind, 
is Sandri with a record of 
61-37. Night Hawks and 
Ironmen are tied for third 
place with both teams hav-
ing a record of 55-43. 

During week 14, Sandri 
bowled  aga ins t  Night 
Hawks on lanes three and 
four at Roll-A-Way Lanes. 
In game one, Sandri defeat-
ed Night Hawks by a score 
of 513-398. Brandon Lane 
of Sandri bowled the high-
est game of 135. His team-
mate Ron Gouin bowled 
well with 122. 

In game two, Sandri won 
again by a score of 473-
432. Rich Picotte of Sandri 
led the team to victory with 
the highest game of 123. 

In game three, Sandri 
won by a score of 475-463 
for a three-game sweep 
over Night Hawks. Gavin 
Sinclair of Night Hawks 
finished strong with a 121 
and a three-game series of 
335. Lane finished with a 
112 and a three-game series 
of 338. The final score 
was 1461-1293 in favor of 
Sandri. 

Slow Burners bowled 
against Ironmen on lanes 
five and six. In game one, 
Slow Burners defeated 
Ironmen by a score of 498-
478. Nate Orszulak of Slow 
Burners made some clutch 

spares on his way to a 122 
game. 

In game two, Ironmen 
bounced back by winning 
514-459. Billy Brunk of 
Ironmen bowled 139 and 
his teammate Ryan Drago 
bowled 137. 

In game three, Slow 
Burners won by a score of 
510-497. Scott Radisic of 
Slow Burners put up a score 
of 122 to retake the lead 
after Drago finished with 
136, which included four 
spares and a strike in the 
last five frames. Ironmen 
won total pinfall by a final 
score of 1489-1467. 

Snappers bowled against 
Team UMass in week 14. 
In game one, Team UMass 
won by a score of 471-
459. Kevin Krasnecky of 
Snappers bowled a 106 
during his team’s victory. 

In game two, Team 
UMass won again by a 
score of 487-421. Jane 
Choy of Team UMass 
bowled wel l  over  her 
72-league average with an 
86 in game two. 

In game three, Team 
UMass won for a three-
game sweep over Snappers, 
482-472. The final score 
was 1440-1352 in favor of 
Team UMass. 

Flaming Bowling Balls 
bowled against Cannonballs 
in week 14. In game one, 
Cannonballs won by a score 
of 452-443. In game two, 
Flaming Bowling Balls won 
by a score of 465-458. Don 
Paulus of Flaming Bowling 
Balls broke the century 
mark with 103. 

In game three, Flaming 
Bowling Balls won by 
a score of 1400-1352. 
Paulus finished the match 
with 116. The final score 
was 1400-1352 in favor of 
Flaming Bowling Balls.  

Candlepin League News� Cougars 
earn victory 
against 
Northern 
Essez

H O L Y O K E  – 
Women’s basketball got 
back to their winning 
ways on Thursday night, 
earning a 65-59 home vic-
tory over regional oppo-
nent Northern Essex CC. 
The Lady Cougars domi-
nated early on, scoring 38 
points in the first half to 
take a 17-point lead into 
halftime. Holyoke was 
able to hold off a strong 
second-half push from 
their opposition on their 
way to the win

J o h a n y s 
Andrades  (Springfield, 
MA / Putnam Vocational 
Technical HS) played bril-
liantly for the Cougars, 
leading the team in points, 
rebounds and assists. 
Andrades scored a sea-
son-high 21 points while 
grabbing nine rebounds 
and dishing eight assists. 
Emily McGrail  (Ware, 
MA / Ware HS)  had a 
team-high four blocks for 
Holyoke and was second 
in points with nine. 

Women’s basketball 
is in second place in the 
New England standings 
with a 3-1 regional record. 
They are 4-3 overall and 
4-1 versus NJCAA oppo-
nents.

He was put in contact 
with then-sports Editor 
Lou Zoldy, and has been a 
fixture with Turley Sports 
ever since. Additionally, 
over the years, his non-
sports photo spreads have 
also been a huge support 
for Turley’s mission of 
capturing the big events in 
the communities. Among 
other things, he has cov-
ered the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Holyoke for 
many years, and has done 
many photo spreads in 
Agawam, Holyoke, and 
Chicopee in recent years.

In accepting their let-
ters of commendation, 
both thanked the PVSOA 
for recognizing their 
work. Henry recognized 
the student-athletes and 
their accomplishments as 
what has found him the 
most enjoyment in the 
work he has done for the 
past 20 years.

Turley Sports is ded-
icated to the coverage of 
high school sports with a 
boots-on-the-ground type 
of approach, attending 
as many events as pos-
sible with photo or story 
coverage. Both Henry 
and Peterson’s loyalty 
to Turley and to the stu-
dent-athletes in the region 
personify the approach 
and the pursuit of that 
mission.

Peterson was just the 
third writer to be recog-
nized by the PVSOA 
while  Henry became 
the first photographer to 
receive a letter of com-
mendation from the orga-
nization. The PVSOA 
has been awarding letters 
of commendation since 
1979.

RECOGNITION
 from page 9

ed Smith Vocational, 42-12, 
at home in the first round of 
the Vocational Tournament.  

The Pioneers have qual-
ified for the Vocational 
Tournament three t imes 
since 2022, but they haven’t 
advanced to the champion-
ship game yet. They lost at 
Nashoba Valley Tech in the 
2022 semifinals.    

“This  i s  the  second 
time during the past four 
years that we’ve lost in the 
Vocational semifinal game,” 
Darling said. “We’re still in 
the building process and our 
goal is to play in the champi-
onship game.” 

After recovering a fum-
ble with 8:24 left in the first 
quarter, the visitors from 
Cape Cod put together a 
16-play scoring drive. The 
series was capped off with a 
three yard TD run by junior 
running back Thomas Allen 
less than a minute into the 
second quarter.

Pathfinder sophomore 
Elijah Cardenales tackled 
junior running back Chaz 
Thomas in the backfield on 
the two-point conversion 
play.

The Pioneers dominated 
the second quarter as they 

scored 16 unanswered points.
With 7:49 remaining 

in the first half, sopho-
more quarterback Grayson 
Gr i swold  comple t ed  a 
36-yard pass to Skowyra at 
the Crusaders 33 yard line.  

Four plays later, Griswold, 
who completed four passes 
for 101 yards, scrambled 11 
yards into the endzone cap-
ping off the seven play scor-
ing drive.

Cook made the extra point 
attempt giving the home 
team a 7-6 advantage with 
5:32 left in the second quar-
ter.

After the Pioneers defense 
forced the Crusaders to punt, 
Griswold connected with 
Cassian Kowalik, who made 
an outstanding one-handed 
catch before rumbling about 
20 yards into the endzone, 
for an impressive 51-yard TD 
reception. 

“The cornerback was on 
my back, so I couldn’t real-
ly back up. I just jumped as 
high as I could and I put my 
hand up and hoped I could 
catch it,” Kowalik said. “I 
then saw green grass and I 
went for it.”

Cook added the extra 
point, which gave Pathfinder 
Tech a 14-6 lead with two 
minutes left in the half.

Then junior Anthony 
Arventos sacked the Cape 
Cod quarterback in the end 
zone for a safety.

The Pioneers offense 
couldn’t score another touch-
down before the first half 
ended.

The Crusaders  (7-4) 
received the second half 
kickoff and 
m a r c h e d 
d o w n  t h e 
field.

T h o m a s 
s c o r e d  o n 
a one yard 
plunge into 
the end zone 
w i t h  4 : 2 5 
left  in the 
third quarter.

Pathfinder 
Te c h  h e l d 
a slim four 
po in t  l ead 
(16-12)  as 
t h e  t w o -
point  p lay 
failed.

W i t h 
1 1 : 0 9 
r e m a i n i n g 
in the fourth 
quarter, the Crusaders retook 
the lead following a 19-yard 
TD run from junior Anthony 
Bartlett.

Arventos returned the 

ensuing kickoff about 80 
yards down the left sideline 
for a touchdown. The long 
return was nullified due to a 
holding penalty on Pathfinder 
Tech.

The Pioneers offense 
turned the ball over on downs 
on their final two series of 
the game.

Griswold left the game 
late in the fourth quarter with 
an injury. 

PIONEERS from page 9

Turley photos by David Henry
 www.sweetdogphotos.com

Grayson Griswold attempts a pass.

Dustyn Cook 
kicks off for 
the Pioneers.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

P R O V I D E N C E , 
R.I.  -  The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (6-11-3-2) 
rode an otherworldly per-
formance from their goal-
ie to a 3-1 win over the 
Providence Bruins (17-5-0-
0) on Sunday inside Amica 
Mutual Pavilion. 

Vadim Zherenko had 
the busiest first period of 
anybody in the building, as 
the T-Birds goaltender was 
subjected to 15 attempts in 
a furious first-period push 
by the Bruins. Zherenko 
stood his ground, relenting 

only a power-play one-tim-
er to Georgii Merkulov.

H o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e 
Merkulov broke through, 
the T-Birds used their first 
shot on net of the day to get 
a fortuitous bounce and a 
1-0 lead as Matthew Peca 
threw a puck off the legs of 
Hunter Skinner and through 
Michael DiPietro at 6:20 of 
the first period.

Providence wound up 
outshooting Springfield by 
a 15-2 margin in the open-

T-Birds get big win over 
Providence Bruins

Please see T-BIRDS, 
page 11
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Warren Police Log
During the week of Nov. 

16-22, the Warren Police 
Department responded to 
139 building/property checks, 
24 community policings, 14 
emergency 911 calls, two 
motor vehicle accidents, one 
fraud/forgery, one property 
damage, one complaint, five 
animal calls and 12 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Warren.

Sunday, Nov. 16
9:48 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Coll is ion,  Main Street , 
Vehicle Towed

3 :16  p .m.  F raud  o r 
Forgery, Winthrop Terrace, 
Report Filed

Monday, Nov. 17
1:15 a.m. 911 Hang-

up /Misd ia l /Abandoned , 
Southbridge Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

6:27 a.m. Falls, Winthrop 
Terrace, Ambulance Signed 
Refusal

9:17 a.m. Suspicious 
Activity, Heritage Drive, 
Officer Spoke to Party

3:38  p .m.  Brea th ing 
Difficulty, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

5 : 3 8  p . m .  P r o p e r t y 
Damage, Little Rest Road, 
Report Filed

Tuesday, Nov. 18
9:29 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Brook Road, Written 
Warning

1:29 p.m. Suspicious 
Person, Main Street, Officer 
Spoke to Party

2:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:59 p.m. Odor, Main 
Street, Investigated

Wednesday, Nov. 19
6:21 p.m. Pain, Pulaski 

S t ree t ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

8:07 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

Thursday, Nov. 20
8:19 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Southbridge Road, 
Written Warning

2:26 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

2:42 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Criminal 
Complaint

4:43 p.m. Fire District 7 
Activation, Uxbridge, Mutual 
Aid Assist

8:55 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Collision, Old West Warren 
Road, Arrest(s) Made

Friday, Nov. 21
9 : 1 9  a . m .  S t r o k e , 

Old West Warren Road, 
Ambulance Signed Refusal

10 a.m. Propane Incident, 
Yankee Drummer Drive, 
Investigated

3:45 p.m. Sick/Unknown, 
Main Street, Transported to 
Hospital

11:57 p.m. Breathing 
Difficulty, Winthrop Terrace, 
Transported to Hospital

Saturday, Nov. 22
10:34 a.m. Complaint, 

Southbridge Road, Officer/
Chief Advised

9 : 0 2  p . m .  S i c k /
Unknown, Burbank Avenue, 
Transported to Hospital

Hardwick Police LogEditor’s Note: People 
in this country are pre-
sumed to be innocent 
until found guilty in a 
court of law. Police pro-
vide us with the informa-
tion you read on this page 
as public record informa-
tion. If you or any sus-
pect listed here is found 
not guilty or has charges 
dropped or reduced, we 
will gladly print that 
information as a fol-
low-up upon being pre-
sented with documented 
proof of the court’s final 
disposition.

public safety

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

ing frame, but the T-Birds 
responded with a great 
start to the second, as Chris 
Wagner found open space 
in the low slot and wired 
a perfect wrist shot over 
DiPietro’s glove at 2:04, 
off a great find from Nikita 
Susuev. 

The T-Birds played a 
much more balanced second 
period, limiting Providence’s 
high-danger chances and 

allowing Zherenko clear 
sight lines to deny all 11 
Bruins shots that did reach 
the net. 

The pressure only inten-
sified in the final 20 min-
utes for Zherenko, as the 
Providence attack emptied 
the tank on the Springfield 
goal mouth with 20 shots on 
net in the final period, but 
“Big Z” had responses every 
single time, including a high-
light-reel denial of Christian 
Wolanin on a one-timer from 

the right-wing circle in the 
closing minutes. 

Sam Stange eventual-
ly gave the T-Birds a breath 
with an empty-netter with 
less than 30 seconds to play 
to usher the visitors to a vic-
tory. Zherenko completed his 
masterpiece with 45 stops.

The T-Birds are back on 
the ice next Saturday, Dec. 
13, as they pay a visit to 
Utica to take on the Comets; 
puck drop is set for 7:00 p.m. 
at Adirondack Bank Center.

T-BIRDS from page 10

During the weeks of Nov. 
24-Dec. 8, the Hardwick/
New Bra in t ree  Po l ice 
Department  responded 
to 124 building/proper-
ty checks, 85 directed/area 
patrols, 28 radar assign-
ments, eight traffic controls, 
19 emergency 911 calls, six 
citizen assists, one assist 
other agency, three motor 
vehicle investigations, three 
scams, one threat, one ille-
gal dumping, three parking 
complaints, three trespass-
es, one property damage, 
four motor vehicle acci-
dents, two fires, nine ani-
mal calls and 15 motor 
vehicle stops in the town of 
Hardwick.

Monday, Nov. 24
1 1 : 5 8  a . m .  A s s i s t 

Citizen, Main Street, Officer 
Handled

1:41 p.m. Threat, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

2:07 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  O ff i c e r 
Handled

2:15 p.m. Scam, Main 
Street, Officer Handled

2:31 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Church Street, Removed 
Hazard

3:32 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Pine Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:34 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Crash, Greenwich Road, 
Services Rendered

Tuesday, Nov. 25
7:29 p.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Crash, Greenwich 
Road, Report Taken

Wednesday, Nov. 26
8:15 p.m. 911 Motor 

Vehicle Crash, Petersham 
Road, Criminal Complaint

Thursday, Nov. 27
4:33 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Church Lane, 
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Nov. 28
1 0 : 0 5  a . m .  A s s i s t 

Citizen, Telephone, Officer 
Handled

1 2 : 5 1  p . m .  I l l eg a l 
Dumping, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

3 : 1 7  p . m .  9 1 1 
Complaint, New Braintree 
Road, Negative Contact

3:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, New Braintree Road, 
Vehicle Towed

Saturday, Nov. 29
3:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation,  Prospect 
Street, Officer Handled

1 : 5 4  p . m .  Pa r k i n g 
Complaint, Main Street, 
Officer Handled

6 : 2 0  p . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency,  Hardwick 
Road, Negative Contact

Sunday, Nov. 30
9:45 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Lower Road, 
Officer Handled

3:16 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Jackson Road, 
Report Taken

Monday, Dec. 1
3 : 1 6  a . m .  Pa r k i n g 

Complaint, High Street, 
Written Warning

3 : 4 0  a . m .  M e d i c a l 
Emergency, Pine Street, 
Patient Refusal

6:15 a.m. Safety Hazard, 
Main Street ,  Dispatch 
Handled

7:11 a .m.  Trespass , 
Upper  Church  S t ree t , 
Report Taken

4:28 p.m. 911 Motor 
Vehicle Crash, Barre Road, 
Officer Handled

6:49 p.m. 911 Fire/
Other, Main Street, Services 
Rendered

7 :11  p .m.  P roper ty 
Damage, Bridge Street, 
Report Taken

11:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle 
Stop, Main Street, Citation 
Issued

Tuesday, Dec. 2
1 : 4 3  p . m .  M e d i c a l 

Emergency,  Greenwich 
Road ,  Transpor t ed  to 
Hospital

1:50 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Barre Road, Unfounded

3 : 0 8  p . m .  Pa r k i n g 
Complaint, Prospect Street, 
Officer Handled

4:33 p.m. 911 Hang-up/
Abandoned, Lower Road, 
Services Rendered

4:58 p.m. Safety Hazard, 
Prouty Road, Referred to 
Other Agency

Wednesday, Dec. 3
2 : 0 6  a . m .  B y l a w /

O r d i n a n c e  Vi o l a t i o n , 
Prospect Street, Citation 
Issued

9:28 a .m.  Trespass , 
Thresher Road, Negative 
Contact

1:47 p.m. 911 Lockout, 
Bridge Street, Services 
Rendered

2:59 p.m. Assist Citizen, 
Lower  Road,  Services 
Rendered

Thursday, Dec. 4
10:52 a.m. Assist Other 

Agency, Church Street, 
Services Rendered

7:22 p.m. 911 Safety 
H a z a r d ,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Services Rendered

1 1 : 0 2  p . m .  A s s i s t 
C i t i z e n ,  B a r r e  R o a d , 
Services Rendered

Friday, Dec. 5
2:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Investigation,  Prospect 
Street, Check/Secured

3:06 a.m. Motor Vehicle 
Investigation, High Street, 
Officer Handled

1:39 p.m. 911 Scam, 
Hardwick Pond Road, 
Officer Handled

2:35 p.m. Fire/Illegal 
B u r n ,  H i g h  S t r e e t , 
Extinguished

2:49 p.m. Suspicious 
Activity, Old Greenwich 
Plains Road, Spoken To

3 : 2 4  p . m .  We l f a r e 
Check, Lower Road, Officer 
Handled

5 : 1 4  p . m .  S c a m , 
Hardwick Pond Road, 
Report Taken

Saturday, Dec. 6
7:14 p.m. Welfare Check, 

Pine Street, Transferred Call 
to C7

Sunday, Dec. 7
8:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle 

Stop, Main Street, Written 
Warning

3:04 p.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street, 
Transported to Hospital

Monday, Dec. 8
1:40 a.m. 911 Medical 

Emergency, Prospect Street, 
Transported to Hospital

6:30 a.m. 911 Medical 
Emergency, Main Street

W O R C E S T E R  – 
Worcester County District 
Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. 
is urging participation in the 
24th annual Guns to Gardens 
program, an opportunity for 
members of the community 
to turn in unwanted firearms 
at participating police depart-
ments on Saturday, Dec. 13.

Since the program’s start 
in the City of Worcester in 
2002, more than 4,000 guns 
have been voluntarily turned 
in across the county. This 
annual program encourag-
es participants from all of 
Worcester County to turn 
in firearms at participating 
police department headquar-
ters stations in Charlton, 
Fitchburg, Northborough, 
Milford, Worcester, or City 
Welding & Fabrication, 10 
Arant St.

Anyone who turns in an 
operable firearm will receive 
a gift card in exchange ($50 
for a rifle, $100 for a pistol, 
and $150 for an automatic 
or semi-automatic weapon). 
Free gun locks are also avail-
able, even if you are not turn-
ing in a firearm.

“By getting unwanted 
and unsecured firearms out 
of the house and safely dis-
posed of, we can help prevent 
accidental tragedies, theft or 

misuse. This not only helps 
reduce gun-related trage-
dies and save lives, but also 
avoid the high costs of med-
ically treating gunshot vic-
tims,” said Early. “I commend 
Worcester Division of Public 
Health Medical Director Dr. 
Michael Hirsh, who started 
this program, and all our local 
police departments for their 
continued efforts to advocate 
for gun safety and protect our 
communities.”

“Every gun that we can 
get out of homes that are not 
safely secured or not in an 
environment where it is safe 
to keep them at home is a win 
for a peaceful holiday season 
in the Woo,” said Dr. Hirsh.

As in the past, Early will 
relax law enforcement of 
the law prohibiting the car-
rying of firearms for those 
participating in the program. 
Participants may bring fire-
arms without any regis-
tration requirement, and 
anonymity is guaranteed 
for everyone. All weapons 
should be brought unloaded 
and wrapped up or in a bag. 
Replica guns and ammuni-
tion will also be accepted. 
Ammunition should be sepa-
rately bagged. Residents are 
reminded to treat all firearms 
as though they are loaded and 

dangerous.
Participants can watch 

their weapons be destroyed 
at  the City Welding & 
Fabrication location. 

In recent years, these 
destroyed firearms have been 
turned into garden tools to be 
used in the UMass commu-
nity garden, which is main-
tained by members of the 
UMass community and pro-
duces fresh produce that is 
donated to those in need.

Guns to Gardens is spon-
sored by the Worcester 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, UMass Memorial 
Medical Group, the City of 
Worcester, the Worcester 
Police Department, and the 
Worcester Department of 
Public Health.

Firearms can be turned 
in at the following locations 
during the specific hours: 
Charlton Police Department 
from 10 a.m.-noon; Fitchburg 
Police Department from 10 
a.m.-noon; Milford Police 
Department from 10 a.m.-
noon; Northborough Police 
Department from 10 a.m.-
noon;  Worcester  Pol ice 
Department from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m.; and Worcester City 
Welding & Fabrication (10 
Arant St., Worcester) from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m.

DA announces gun buyback program

WARE – The holiday 
season comes to Ware 
Senior Center, 1 Robbins 
Road, on Monday, Dec. 
22 at noon with music 
f rom the Ware High 
School Band and the third 
graders of Stanley M. 
Koziol Elementary School 
who will be singing. 

Ring in the New Year 
with Limelight Dance 
Studio on Wednesday, 
Dec. 31.  Dancers will 
provide a half hour show 
at noon. 

To go along with the 

t h e m e ,  p a r t y 
hats, blowers, 
etc., will be 
handed out 
b y  T h e 
F r i e n d s 
o f 
Seniors, 
Inc.  All 
e v e n t s 
are open 
to the pub-
lic.

T h e s e 
events are spon-
sored by The Friends of 
Ware Seniors, Inc.

Wreaths Across 
America ceremony 
is Dec. 13

WARE – The annual 
Wreaths Across America 
ceremony will begin in 
Veterans Park, Main Street, 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 at 10 
a.m. 

There will be an open-
ing ceremony and laying of 
the branch specific wreaths 
at the park, before volun-
teers will go to Aspen Grove 
Cemetery to lay wreaths on 
veterans graves then continu-
ing to other cemeteries. 

All are welcome to attend 
and honor the town’s veter-
ans for the Christmas season. 

December holiday events
at Ware Senior Center

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. T

ext/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 

Work done at your home.
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Town of Warren 
Town Accountant 

 JOB OPPORTUNITY
Full-Time – Town Benefited Position

32 hours per week, Monday to Thursday

The Town of Warren is actively seeking a qualified professional to fill the position of 
Town Accountant.  The Town is seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic Accountant 
to join our team.  Strong organizational skills, excellent customer service skills, 
municipal finance and Vadar experience preferred. A complete job description

can be found on the Town’s website www.warren-ma.gov. 
Please email or mail your resume and cover letter to the Town Administrator, 

Jim Ferrera, townadministrator@warren-ma.gov or by mail to 
48 High Street, P.O. Box 609, Warren, MA 01083. 

Salary range is negotiable from $60,000 to $64,500 and is based on relevant work 
experience, certifications, and educational background. Position open until filled, 

with a first look at resumes starting on December 22, 2025. 

Town of Warren is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 8 Bellevue Avenue 

Extension, Ware, Massachusetts
By virtue and in execution 

of the Power of Sale contained 
in a certain mortgage given 
by Wendy Theresa Sprous to 
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation, its successors and 
assigns and now held by Lakev-
iew Loan Servicing, LLC, said 
mortgage dated July 12, 2019, 
and recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13320, Page 210, as af-
fected by an Assignment of 
Mortgage dated May 31, 2025, 
and recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 15434, Page 293, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the 
conditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on December 30, 2025 
at 10:00 AM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and singular 
the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:

THE LAND WITH THE 
BUILDINGS IN WARE, 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS, BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWs: 

PARCEL 1: 
SITUATED AT THE 

NORTHERLY SIDE OF 
BELLEVUE AVENUE, SO 
CALLED; BEGINNING 
AT AN IRON PIN ON THE 
NORTHERLY LINE OF BEL-
LEVUE AVENUE; THENCE 
NORTHERLY ONE HUN-
DRED FEET MORE OR LESS 
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE 
EASTERLY FORTY-EIGHT 
FEET TO AN IRON PIN AND 
LAND NOW OR FORMER-
LY OF STUART; THENCE 
SOUTHERLY ON THE LINE 
OF STUART`S LAND, ONE 
HUNDRED FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO AN IRON PIN ON 
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF 
SAID BELLEVUE AVENUE; 
THENCE WESTERLY ON 
BELLEVUE AVENUE, FOR-
TY-EIGHT FEET MORE OR 
LESS TO THE PLACE OF THE 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 
MORE OR LESS WITH THE 
BUILDINGS THEREON. 

PARCEL 2: 
A CERTAIN TRACT OF 

LAND SITUATE IN SAID 
WARE, BOUNDED AND DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT THE 
SOUTHEASTERLY COR-
NER OF LAND FORMER-
LY OF A. W. LINCOLN, ON 
THE NORTHERLY SIDE OF 
A STREET COMMONLY 
CALLED BELLEVUE AV-
ENUE EXTENSION RUN-
NING FROM ASPEN STREET 
TO BELLEVUE AVENUE; 
THENCE EASTERLY ON 
SAID STREET THIRTY-NINE 
(39) FEET TO OTHER LAND 
NOW OR FORMERLY OF 
LOTTIE M. FOUNTAIN,

THENCE NORTHERLY IN 
A LINE PARALLEL WITH 
THE WESTERLY LINE 
OF BELLEVUE AVENUE 
ALONG OTHER LAND NOW 
OR FORMERLY OF SAID 
FOUNTAIN ONE HUNDRED 
TWO (102) FEET; THENCE 
WESTERLY ON LAND FOR-
MERLY OF JOSEPH DUMAS, 
JR., THIRTY-NINE (39) FEET 
TO OTHER LAND OF FRAN-
CIS R. BULLAN ET UX, 
GRANTORS HEREIN; 

THENCE SOUTHERLY ON 
OTHER LAND OF SAID BUL-
LAN ONE HUNDRED TWO 
(102) FEET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING. 

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO THE 
MORTGAGOR BY DEED RE-
CORDED HEREWITH.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage 
shall control in the event of a 
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated July 11, 2019, and 
recorded in the Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13320, Page 206.

TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, en-
cumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and as-
sessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mort-
gage above described.

TEN THOUSAND 
($10,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid by a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the pur-
chaser.  The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid by a 
certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within for-
ty-five (45) days after the date 
of sale.

Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road, 

Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886

Attorney for Lakeview Loan 
Servicing, LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200

MLG File No.:  25-03560  
12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2025

Town of Hardwick
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the 
General Laws of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 166, and any additions 
or amendments thereto; please be 
advised that at their meeting on 
Monday, December 22, 2025, 
at 6:30 p.m., the Hardwick Se-
lect Board will consider a request 
to give permission to Massachu-
setts Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc, to locate poles, 
wires, and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along and across the 
following public way:

High Street- National Grid to 
install 1 SO poles on High Street 
beginning at a point approxi-
mately 247ft north of the center-
line of the intersection of Joslyn 
Road. 
12/11/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TRIAL COURT
DOCKET NO.  
25 SM 003799

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Shayne Marie Pedercini
and to all persons entitled to 

the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 
C. 50 §3901 (et seq):

NewRez LLC d/b/a Shell-
point Mortgage Servicing

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Ware, numbered 108 Fish-
erdick Road, given by Toryn M. 
Lane and Shayne Marie Ped-
ercini to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Cal-
iber Home Loans, Inc., its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated July 
8, 2021, and recorded in Hamp-
shire County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 14180, Page 213, and 
now held by the Plaintiff by as-
signment, has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status..

If you now are, or recently 
have been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be en-
titled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or be-
fore 01/19/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the 
foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
12/03/2025.

Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson, 

Recorder 
12/11/2025

Notice of 
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255, Section 39A
Notice is hereby given by 

REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH 
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA 
01031, pursuant to the provisions 
of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that 
on 12/30/25 at 10:00AM at: 
Regin’s Repair 19 Church St Gil-
bertville, MA 01031 by private 
sale, the following Motor Vehicle 
will be sold to satisfy the garage 
keepers lien thereon for storage, 
towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said ve-
hicle

2009 Subaru Forester
Registration#/State: 3KZD21/
MA 
VIN: JF2SH63649H711995 
Name and address of owner: 
Bradley Thane 
27 Morse Ave., Apt. 1 
Ware, MA01082 

2017 Yamaha YZFR3 
Motorcycle 
Registration#/State: none 
VIN: MH3RH06YXHK017063 
Name and address of owner: 
Misael Enamorado Ramos 
27 Studley Ave. 
Brockton, MA 02301 
Maya Gidopoulos & 
Dennzel Davis 
20 Sorel Rd. 
Ware, MA 01082

By: James M. Regin 
Dated: 12/8/2025 

This notice has been given un-
der the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A 
12/11, 12/18, 12/25/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampshire Division
Docket No. 

HS25P0746EA
Estate of: 

George V. Boudreau
Also Known As: 

George V. Boudreau, Sr.
Date of Death: 10/27/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in 

the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner George V. 
Boudreau, Jr. of of Danielson, 
CT

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

George V. Boudreau, Jr. of 
of Danielson, CT has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
12/11/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Bourcier said the town 
submi t t ed  a  r e sponse 
to  her  compla in t  and 
s h e  h a s  a p p e a l e d  i t . 
“I have not received any 
copies of any documents 
concerning Baystate,” she 
said.

Bourcier said she has 
also requested to see a sum-
mary of the activity per-
formed by special counsel, 
Attorney Patricia Davidson, 
who was hired by the town 
to research the will and trust 
of Lewis Gilbert.

She said she also asked 
for a copy of the letter 
Davidson sent to Bank of 
America, the trustee of the 
Lewis Gilbert Trust.

Bourcier brought up the 
Building Department and 
its appeal process. She said 
there are “no checks and 
balances.”

Bourcier said she submit-
ted an open meeting viola-
tion complaint with the state 
over a May 6 executive ses-
sion, in which three of the 
Selectboard members voted 
to support Baystate Health’s 
proposal for a primary care/
Convenient Care site in 
town. She said the com-
plaint will be reviewed soon.

Bourcier said she attend-
ed a meeting with Way 
Finders, along with Ann 
Bigda, Selectboard mem-
ber Jack Cascio and Town 
Manager Stuart Beckley to 
discuss the development of 
a mixed income senior liv-
ing community on the Mary 
Lane Hospital site. She said 
Way Finders did express 
interest in this project. 

She also spoke with the 
CEO of Ascentria, about 
the construction of a nurs-
ing home, memory care and 
independent living facility.

Bourcier said Baystate 
Health has announced a vol-
untary separation program 
after laying off employees 
due to its financial stand-
ings.

“Baystate’s financial 
position has not gotten any 
better,” she said. “How can 
we as residents petition 
somehow the Selectboard to 
rethink their July 1 vote to 
support Baystate?”

Bourcier said Baystate 
Health has only agreed to 
offer Convenient Care if 
its proposed primary care 
office was successful. 

Beckley said the board 
voted in favor of Baystate 
Health’s proposal as it was 
the quickest way to get 
healthcare into town.

“It doesn’t mean we 
should stop looking for oth-
ers,” he said.

Beckley said the access 
to Rural Equity Funds 
would be a “complete game 
changer” for rural health-
care. 

Selectboard members 
Ken Willet te and Josh 
Kusnierz said they would 
like a current update from 
Baystate Health about its 

financial status. 
Selectboard member 

John Desmond asked to 
put this discussion on the 
agenda of a future meet-
ing. Kusnierz said the board 
can also reach out to the 
Select Board of Hardwick 
and invite them to submit 
questions or concerns from 
that town regarding Baystate 
Health’s proposal. 

The Selectboard will 
invite Baystate Health’s 
representatives to its Jan. 6, 
2026, meeting to discuss the 
status of healthcare in town.

Open meeting law 
complaint

T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 
acknowledged receipt of 
Hardwick resident Stephen 
Granlund’s open meet-
ing law complaint against 
t h e  H o s p i t a l  R ev i ew 
Committee.

Beckley provided a pro-
posed response to the com-
plaint prepared by town 
counsel, as well as a four-
step process the board can 
take to address the com-
plaint.

Granlund’s complaint 
was related to the Hospital 
Review Committee having 
several months of missing 
meeting minutes. He also 
cited that many committee 
members were not current 
with their conflict of interest 
certificates when business 
was being discussed and 
voted on.

The corrective actions to 
be taken by the Selectboard 
include notifying all town 
boards and committees of 
their responsibility to take 
meeting minutes. The Town 
Manager will no longer take 
meeting minutes on their 
behalf.

Boards and committees 
will also utilize technolo-
gy, such as Zoom, to record 
meetings. 

Hydrant flow test fees
Interim Department of 

Publics Works Director Ken 
Calder proposed the imple-
mentation of fees for con-
ducting hydrant flow tests. 
He said these tests are con-
ducted by the DPW at the 
request of developers.

Calder said the fee covers 
the cost of water being lost 
during the flow test.

“When these tests are 
being done, the amount of 
water that’s being flushed 
down into the drain or 
street…is unaccounted for 
water, or a loss for the town 
based on that, so hence the 
fee for the application,” he 
said.

The current minimum 
rate for commercial flow 
testing would be set at $150. 
Calder said other towns 
have fees ranging from $60-
475. 

T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 
approved Calder’s proposal.

Sanitary survey
Calder was joined by 

Jeff Faulkner of Tighe 

& Bond to discuss the 
town’s sanitary survey 
through the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

Faulkner talked about 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances testing results, 
and said the town meets the 
current federal regulations 
and the state regulations. 
He said there is one site that 
is above the federal PFAS 
limit.

Faulkner said by 2029, 
the federal  regulations 
will implement a lower 
number of PFAS contami-
nants allowed in parts per 
trillion. He said this will 
allow municipalities time to 
address water treatment for 
PFAS.

“All of the site in Ware 
have PFAS at some level,” 
he said.

He said a PFAS master 
plan was prepared in April 
of this year, and the DEP 
has asked the town to final-
ize its approach to dealing 
with PFAS.

Faulkner said there are 
several options to address 
PFAS, including the con-
struction of treatment plants.

He said there may be 
grant testing available to get 
this project started and the 
town could participate in a 
pilot study to determine the 
best treatment for PFAS.

Faulkner said this could 
also be combined with the 
treatment to remove iron 
manganese from the water, 
which is what causes discol-
oration.

“It would be a combina-
tion of solving several treat-
ment problems with a larger 
treatment plant project,” he 
said. 

The Selectboard voted to 
move forward with a pilot 
study. 

Plowing/sanding 
of unfinished 

subdivision roads
T h e  S e l e c t b o a r d 

reviewed unfinished sub-
division roads that were 
recommended for plowing 
and sanding this winter. 
The town will plow/sand 
Coldbrook Drive, Lee Road 
and Wildflower Drive and 
part of Williston Drive.

Bel Air Drive will not be 
plowed or sanded due to its 
condition. 

Special Town Meeting date
B e c k l e y  s a i d  t h e 

Moderator would not be 
available on Jan. 26, 2026 
for a Special Town Meeting 
and asked that the date 
be changed to Monday, 
Feb. 2, 2026 with a snow 
date of Feb. 4, 2026. The 
Selectboard approved this 
request. 

Water tank project
Beckley said the Church 

Street water tank project 
has been completed and it 
is back online. He said work 
on the Anderson Road water 
tank will begin in the spring. 

WARE BOS  from page 1
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

508-885-9343
WHITCO
140 Main St., Spencer
www.whitcosales.com

12 MONTHS
0% FINANCING

MATTRESS SALE!!!
GIANT TOY SELECTION!

GIANT APPLIANCE REBATES!!!
LAUNDRY  PACKAGES!!!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 10am-8:30pm, Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 10pm-7pm

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!
BLACK FRIDAY DEALS STILL GOING ON!

SEE AD INSIDE!!!!

23 Summer Street
North Brookfield
MA 01535

508-637-1577
Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 
with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am

❖ COFFEE
❖ GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS
❖ BREAKFAST SANDWICHES
❖ SOUPS
❖ COOKIES
❖ MUFFINS
❖ PASTRIES

In-House Fresh Bakery
All Occasion Cake
Cupcakes and Cookies

Every Month Special Treat Box
Available For Sale at the Cafe

❖ Future Events
Contact us to plan your 
next private event.

508-637-1577

Brookhaven Assisted Care
19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Erin, Laura and Nancy 

Over 56 years of service.
24 hour care, Medical Management, Assistance 
with activities of daily living, Activity Program, 
well trained, compassionate and caring staff.

Services Available In-House:
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services,

Pharmacy services, Podiatry services
VNA services:

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy,
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber

Manager: Erin Glazier
508-867-3325 ~ erin.brookhaven@gmail.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
June 9-12 4-Day Boothbay Harbor Vacation ...............$899
June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch .......................$185
July1 ........8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 30 .....8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Happy 
Holidays!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY! 508-202-0008
michelleterryteam.com

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry 
Broker

We Do More 
So You Will 

Make More!!!

AVAILABLE NOW - HOLLAND, MA
Beautifully maintained Colonial with beach rights! Nestled 
in Massaconnet Lake Estates, this charming 3-bed, 2.5-
bath home blends comfort and convenience. Sun-filled 
living room w/ bay windows and hardwood flooring. 
Updated kitchen offers stainless-steel appliances, tile 
backsplash, and ample cabinet space. Formal dining area 
opens to a private deck, perfect for entertaining. Spacious 
primary suite w/ a walk-in closet and ensuite bath. Two additional bedrooms and another full 
bath complete the second floor. Fresh paint throughout, new flooring, and brand-new laundry 
room. Tantasqua school district, private yard, paved driveway with ample parking, and close 
proximity to Routes 84, 20 and the Mass Pike! Available for $439,900.

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

MS & NN Painting 
and Home Maintenance 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
Home Painting & Maintenance 

Residential/Commercial – Deck Specialists
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL – FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured – HIC License Holders
81 Jackson Lane, Barre, MA 01005

774-321-4509
Mmguzman.2011@yahoo.com

Country Canine 
K E N N E L S

Boarding, 
Grooming, Daycare

84 Greenwich Plains Road
Ware, MA 01082

(413) 277-0334 Office Phone
countrycaninekennels@gmail.com

Boarding starting at $40 a night
Daycare starting at $26 a day

WATERWHEEL 
REALTY

Paul Varney Sr.
Real Estate Broker and Owner

978-355-4438
978-355-3454

paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. This home 
includes a wonderful floor plan with very 
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes 
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A 
four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. 
Includes two large woodsheds and a metal 
garage you can park under to fend off winter 
weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on 
MLS # 73433198

Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at 
37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. 
This home features an open kitchen/living room concept, 
perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on 
opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a 
walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the 
kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck 
and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes 
water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior 
and interior doorways are 36” wide. Asking $194,000. 
See listing on MLS # 73397436

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village 
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 
is a 55 and better community. Includes large 
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx. 
living area 1,000 SqFt. Asking $139,900. 
See listing on MLS # 73398863.

Call Today!

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

NO ENTRANCE FEENO ENTRANCE FEE

LANDSCAPE STONE
White • Blue • Purple • Red

Lt Gray • Dark Gray • Beige • Rip Rap

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

98 North Spencer Rd., Spencer
bondsandandgravel.com

Construction Stone • Title V & Presby Septic Sand
Concrete Sand  •  Chicken Coop Sand • Utility Sand

Pool Liner Sand • Stone Dust • Silt  •  Crushed Gravel 
Crushed Asphalt • Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!
Homeowner Friendly • No Minimums

WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH!

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

24 Water St., Palmer
 80 Main St., Ware

413.283.8393 • newspapers.turley.com

HOLIDAY ROASTS & CATERING 
FROM FARMER MATT
Premium holiday roasts or farm-fresh catering will make your 
holiday table special this season. Choose from prime rib, standing 
rib roast, tenderloin, or sirloin roasts. Dinner options include prime 
rib, turkey, or ham. Single serve options available. Happy holidays.

Gift cards 
also available
online or
in-store

FarmerMatt.com 
(508) 980-7085

GIFT CARD

BUYLINE 
CONNECTION
3 Ads for 1 Low Price!!!
Ware River News, Barre Gazette 
& Quaboag Current
Over 16,000 copies • Prints every Thursday

Special Ad Size Pricing
3” x 1” ... only $33
3” x 1.5” only $48
3” x 2” ... only $66
3” x 2.5” only $82
3” x 3” ... only $99

Contact 
Dan Flynn 

413-297-5886
dflynn@turley.com

FULL COLOR INCLUDED! ➨


