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WREATHS Across AMERICA

Community honors
and remembers its
veterans

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

WARE - Despite the frigid
weather, members of the com-
munity gathered in full force
at Veterans Park to honor and
remember the town’s deceased
veterans during a moving cer-
emony on Wreaths Across
America Day last Saturday.

This was the town’s third
annual event, organized by
location coordinators Frank
and Kristin Bateman.

The Bateman family first
became involved with the
Wreaths Across America orga-
nization after attending a cer-
emony at Agawam Veterans
Cemetery when Frank, a U.S.
Army veteran, had returned
home from Afghanistan in
2012.

Since 2023, the Batemans
have worked to grow Wreaths
Across America in town, and
this year they were able to
receive sponsorship for 852
wreaths thanks to many gen-
erous donors. These wreaths
were placed on gravestones at
Aspen Grove, Church Street,
Ware Center Meeting House,
Holy Cross and Quabbin Park
cemeteries and ceremonial
wreaths were placed at Mount
Caramel, New and Old St.
Williams and St. Mary’s cem-
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Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
Zeke Trzpit, age 6, joined his family to honor veterans during Wreaths Across America
Day. He is shown after placing a wreath on a gravestone at Aspen Grove Cemetery.

mission to remember the fall-
en, honor those that serve and
their families, and teach the
next generation the value of

eteries, as well as at Veterans
Park.

Frank Bateman thanked
everyone for attending the cer-

emony and remembering the

lives of the town’s veterans.
“Thank you for joining

us today as we celebrate the

Submitted Photo
Roland Gratton served 29
years of active duty to his
country, having enlisted
during World War Il at the
age of 16. Gratton was the
featured veteran during
this year's Wreaths Across
America Day ceremony held
in Veterans Park this past
Saturday morning.

freedom,” he said.

Bateman said Ware is one
of over 5,000 sites across
all 50 states participating in
Wreaths Across America Day,
upholding the organization’s
mission to “Remember, Honor
and Teach.”

“We are all proud to be
Americans living in a free
society,” Bateman said,
reminding those present

Please see WREATHS,
page 8

The Mingels and Eckerle family is shown alongside Santa Claus who visited the Ware
Library. Benjamin and Amelia are shown sitting with Santa.

Saint Nick visited friends at Ware Library

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - Santa Claus has
been spotted in Ware this
past week and was caught
in the Reading Room of the
Ware Library.

This was the second year
in a row Santa has come
from the North Pole and
made a quick stop to the
Ware Library to meet the
children during the holidays.
There was a line of kids in
the Reading Room waiting
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WARE - The United
Church of Ware, 49
Church St., will once
again be providing a free
Christmas meal to resi-
dents of Ware who other-
wise would of went with-
out one.

The meals will be
either delivered to you,
or you may pick them up
at the church. The meal
will include ham, mashed
potatoes, carrots, roll and
dessert.

If you are in need of
a meal, please call the
United Church of Ware
at 413-967-9981, and

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago

United Church offers free
Christmas dinners to residents

leave your name, phone
number, address, and the
number of meals you will
need. Meal request must
be received no later than
noon on Tuesday, Dec.
23.

This church is able
to provide these meals
thanks to the generous
private donations and
those of the many busi-
nesses of Ware.

If you have any ques-
tions or wish to donate,
please call the church or
Pastor Dave Blessinger,
Coordinator, at 401-465-
9686.

Master
Plan edits
reviewed

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARREN - The
Planning Board met on
Dec. 8 and began with a
discussion on board mem-
ber edits to the Master
Plan.

A spreadsheet was made
for members to make edits
and leave comments.

Raymond Kopacko of
the Planning Board had a
couple comments begin-
ning with a phrase in the
transportation chapter.
Kopacko thought one sen-
tence that was written in
the chapter can be removed
and it regards trucking
routes.

The Planning Board
would then discuss the list
of businesses in town and
Kopacko thought it would
be best to update due to
having places that are
either effectively defunct
or no longer in business.
The board went through the
list and took out any busi-
nesses that are no longer
existent in Warren or mod-
ify the names of places or
businesses.

“It’s just for accuracy
and be totally up to date,”
Kopacko said.

Taking notes on these
edits by the Planning Board
was Sarah O’Brien of the
Central Massachusetts
Regional Planning
Commission. O’Brien
is a Principal Planner at
CMRPC and has helped
the town organize a newly
updated Master Plan during
the year.

The board also dis-
cussed the topic of future
budget demands.

Kopacko read some
sentences that may be suit-
able to be put in the Master
Plan. For example, “The
budget demands of both
departments will be import-
ant considerations for the
town going into the near or
long-term future,” read by
Kopacko.

Budget constraints are
a reality for new facilities,
but the board wanted to

Please see MASTER
PLAN, page 2

Holiday Drive

Tis the season to have flair

to meet Santa Claus and tell
him what they wanted for
Christmas.

The Reading Room was
decorated for the occasion
of Santa’s visit and parents
were excited to get pictures
of their kids with the jolliest
man alive.

There to assist Santa
during the day was his most
trusted elf, Cathy Goulet, the
Children’s Room Librarian at
the Ware Library. Goulet was
there taking pictures of chil-
dren and families with Santa
Claus at the library and hand-
ed out candy canes for those
who visited Santa.

“She’s a helpful elf,”
Santa said of Goulet.

The Wishing Tree was put

up inside the Reading Room
during Santa’s visit. Kids can
pick up a paper ornament and
place it on the tree.

The Ware Library wel-
comed back Just Keep
Smiling for glitter tattoos.
Dawn Corley of Just Keep
Smiling brought her fami-
ly to help, and they were all
wearing matching Christmas
sweaters. The sweaters fea-
tured Dr. Seuss’ grumpy by
lovable, Mr. Grinch.

After visiting Santa, many
kids were in line waiting to
get a glitter tattoo.

Goulet mentioned that
Just Keep Smiling provided

Please see SAINT NICK,
page 7

Thru held at
Grenville Park

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

WARE - The traffic
was picking up as cars
lined up to witness the
Ware Holiday Flair Drive
Thru at Grenville Park.

This festive holiday
event is hosted by the
Holiday Flair Committee,
who look forward to
seeing the public drive
into Grenville Park and
see the holiday celebra-

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Mickey and Minnie Mouse greeted drivers during the Ware
Holiday Flair Drive Thru at Grenville Park this past weekend.

Please see DRIVE THRU,
page 5
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Submitted Photo

Trinity Episcopal Church will showcase its Christmas Putz display during the Candlelight
Nativity walk to be held on Sunday, Dec. 28 and Friday, Jan. 2 from 5-7 p.m. All are wel-

come to attend.

Trinity church lists Christmas services, events

WARE - Trinity
Episcopal Church will hold
its Christmas Eve service
on Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 4
p-m.

All are welcome to this
service of Holy Eucharist
with festive music, includ-
ing a candle light singing of
“Silent Night”. The church’s
celebrant will be the Rev.

Jane Beebe with guest organ-
ist Kell Julliard.

On Sunday, Dec. 28 at
10 a.m. the church will hold
a service of Lessons and
Carols.

On Sunday evening, Dec.
28 and again on Friday eve-
ning, Jan. 2 from 5-7 p.m.
the church invites the pub-
lic to a Candlelight Nativity

walk in the church, which
will be decorated with
Nativity and creche displays
from its parishioners, as
well as Trinity’s traditional
Christmas Putz display (fea-
tured in the photo above).
There will be refreshments,
hot chocolate and coffee
served.

Library Friends

WARE - The Friends of
the Ware Library will be sell-
ing Lotto Calendars through
the end of the year.

Tickets are $10 each and

drawings will take place
every day in January. 1,000
max tickets will be sold and
you can win an unlimited
number of times.

host Lotto Calendar fundraiser

Visit the library at 37
Main St. or participating
stores to purchase a ticket
- they make great stocking
stuffers.

59 Years Creating Christmas Ornaments and
Decorations to make your Holiday Cheery & Bright!

Featuring Ken’s magnificent Florentine inspired
Gold Trees, Topiaries, Cornucopias,
Ornaments and more...
Featured in prestigious

catalogues and shops throughout the country!
NEW Exciting designs from

Poland, Germany and Around the World
A\S—. Original Decorations made here in our studio

\\»M““‘@

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

PORK CROWN ROAST........

Open Weekends 10-6 pm
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~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~

H"/VDC
After Thanksgiving until Christmas Eve Daily 10-6pm

252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057
o wwwchristmasstudio net ¢ 413-267-3342 o
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

HOLIDAY ROAST PORK LOIN

POLSKA KIELBASA

TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 0Z

USDA INSP. BONELESS

KAYEM BUDABALL

WHOLE SMOKED PIT Ham > 3 &6

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTION

BUTT or SHANK.....ccus

$-| 35

SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HARDWOQD

ALS0 A COMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP. BUDBALL OLD TYME

SMOKED HAM..ussss

5268

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

e 54 J99

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

37137

USDA INSP.
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

5669
Ib

USDA INSP.
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS TG
51499

12/1 8/25-1 PP Y Ve LIONH K1 1 2 5 P74 L3 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

J1/311(3 :131.710) —

If you recognize the folks in this week’s photo, please send their
names and your full name to pouimette@turley.com.

Each week the Ware River
News digs into its submitted
photo archives and selects a
people photo to publish.

We need
your help
to help
identify
those
pictured.

FiIe Photo

Last week’s photo from 1989
showed Water Department
Superintendent Gibby Sorel

looking at the low flow from a
hydrant on Morse Avenue prior
to completion of water main
work on the street. The flow

was less than a hundred gallons
per minute due to a buildup of
corrosion. After the main project
was completed, flow at the
hydrant increased to more than
1,100 gallons per minute.

WARE - The Ware
Senior Center, located at
1 Robbins Road, is open
Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

The thrift store is open
each of those days from 9
a.m.-noon. Donations to the
store are only accepted by
Sue LaBarge, who can be
reached by calling 413-544-
1574.

ACTIVITIES
Monday, Dec. 22
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Scat
11:30 a.m. Lunch
1 p.m. Chair Yoga with
Lisa

Tuesday, Dec. 23

* 9 am. Exercise at Valley
View Housing

* 9 a.m. Movin & Groovin
to the Oldies with Lisa.
$3 per class.

* 10 a.m. Scat

* 11:30 a.m. Lunch

* 5:30 p.m. Scrapbooking.
$3 per class

e 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors
open at 5 p.m.)

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Closed for Christmas Eve

Ware Senior Center news

Thursday, Dec. 25
Closed or Christmas Day

Friday, Dec. 26

9 a.m. Scat

10 a.m. Scat

11:30 a.m. Lunch

I p.m. Chair Yoga with

Lori

e 6 p.m. Pitch (Doors
open at 5 p.m.)

LUNCHES DINE IN
11:30 a.m.
All meals $3.50 unless
otherwise noted
Required: call 413-967-
4595 by noon on the busi-
ness day before, to put you
name on the lunch list.

Monday, Dec. 22
Beef Stew over Egg
Noodles, Dessert of the Day
Tuesday, Dec. 23
Hot Dogs with Baked
Beans, Tossed Salad,
Dessert of the Day
Wednesday, Dec. 24
Closed for Christmas Eve
Thursday, Dec. 25
Closed for Christmas Day
Friday, Dec. 26
French Toast, Scrambled
Eggs, Sausages, Dessert of
the Day

Christmas for
Kids donations
requested

WARE - The Ware
Police Department and
the Ware Fire Department
have started their 22nd
annual Ware Christmas
For Kids program for the
2025 holiday season.

They are request-
ing financial assistance
to help them fulfill the
needs of the children of
Ware, and all assistance
is greatly appreciated.
The program is for infants
through children aged 12.

The program recogniz-
es all holiday observanc-
es.

Monetary donations
may be dropped off at the
Ware Police Department
at 22 North St., or may
be sent to Ware Christmas
For Kids, c/o Ware Police
Department, 22 North St.,
Ware, MA 01082.

Darlene Gildert is the
program coordinator, and
she can be reached at
413-967-3571, extension
327.

MASTER PLAN from page 1

properly structure a sentence to
address that topic. According
to O’Brien, it’s about looking
towards the future.

Another edit made was in
the strong municipal facili-
ties chapter. The board agreed
its best to use Senior Center
rather than Council on Aging
building.

Back to discussing busi-
nesses in town, the board talk-
ed about the former Spencer
Car Dealership located at 764
Main St. The business current-

51 6?

WHOLE BOOSE - 51292

STORE MADE STUFFED WITH

HAM, CHEESE, PEPPERS, 4 USDA INSP ALTDAYV A PP .

ONIONS SPICESIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII FRESH BONE_IN

USDA INSP. FRESH RIB EYE or CHEFS TOGATHER $299
' 29

PORK WHOLE HAM......,> | %2 {  STANDING ROAST ) PiGS IN A BLANKET 24rcso.. *<D <

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS $1 277 OR HALF

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS & pakevsssss

53%

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 0Z BOXsnsnsnnnnannnnnnns

579

‘} /

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 CT 2 LB BAG susssssssnnsnnnnnns

appy Holulays’

HOURS: ,Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 « Sat. 8-3

16

Avallable' :

Ni@) 90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

ly located there is NextGen
Parts Place and is in the auto
parts store category.

O’Brien explained the next
steps after collecting these
edits. The CMRPC represen-
tative said it won’t take long to
make these changes, and final
copies will be ready for print
and then digital copies will be
submitted to the board and to
the Town Administrator.

Public hearing scheduling
The Planning Board dis-
cussed scheduling a public
hearing for Special Permit No.

SALE

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

316, Maple Lane Development
Corps. The board received the
gravel pit applications and
photographs.

Planning Board Chair
Richard Eichacker explained
that the board is down a mem-
ber, and any approval of a spe-
cial permit requires four votes.
The board hopes the Board
of Selectmen will appoint a
member sometime the follow-
ing week.

The public hearing will be
held at the Senior Center on
Monday, Jan. 26, 2026 at 7
p.m.

P
TED

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com
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December holiday events
at Ware Senior Center

WARE - The holiday
season comes to Ware
Senior Center, 1 Robbins
Road, on Monday, Dec. 22
at noon with music from
the Ware High School
Band and the third grad-
ers of Stanley M. Koziol
Elementary School who
will be singing.

Ring in the New Year
with Limelight Dance

Studio on Wednesday, Dec.
31. Dancers will provide a
half hour show at noon.

To go along with the
theme, party hats, blowers,
etc., will be handed out by
The Friends of Seniors, Inc.
All events are open to the
public.

These events are spon-
sored by The Friends of
Ware Seniors, Inc.

Paige Memorial Library
offers gift wrapping day

HARDWICK - A spe-
cial Holiday Gift Wrapping
Day will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 20 at the
Paige Memorial Library, 87
Petersham Road.

Gift wrappers will
make every gift special.
Donations for this ser-
vice will be collected for
the Christmas for Kids
program sponsored by the
Hardwick/New Braintree
Police Association.

Select gift wraps and
matching ribbons in many
colors, and styles. Oddly
shaped gifts must be placed
in a box. All breakable
items must have protective
packing around them in the
box.

Please make an appoint-
ment.

Need more gift ideas?
We have books on the his-
tory of Hardwick, ceramic
tiles showing our village
buildings, coffee mugs with
Paige Memorial Library

winning recipes cook-
book, Mary Lane Hospital
T-shirts, and lots of gently
used books in our ongo-
ing book sale. These sales
support our local organiza-
tions.

Come to the Paige
Memorial Library to social-
ize and to learn. Activities
offered include a weekly
children’s Story Hour with
art and science activities,
the Paige Book Club, the
Cookbook Club, Celebrate
Hardwick, the ongo-
ing Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library Book
Sale, the Paige Writers,
and the recently formed
Movie Festival Committee.
Contact the library if you
have an idea for an activity
to be offered at the Paige
Memorial Library.

For more information
and to register for any pro-
gram, please email paigeli-
brary.hardwick @ gmail.com
or call 413-477-6704.

Boxwood trees made at the Town House

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

HARDWICK - The
Friends of the Paige
Memorial Library hosted a
boxwood Christmas tree
workshop at the Town House
last week.

Boxwood is a thick shrub
and a member of the ever-
green family. There was
a great turnout at the Town
House for this workshop as
dozens of boxwood trees
were being put together.

Running the work-
shop was Lynn Hartman of
Hartman’s Herb Farm in
Barre.

Hartman has been doing
these workshops for 45 years
and boxwood trees are usu-
ally offered during the hol-
idays. Imagine how good a
boxwood tree would look in
your home as you decorate
for the holidays.

“A boxwood tree for the
house,” Hartman said.

Hartman also instructs
dry flower wreath workshops
year-round.

The supplies came from
a farm in Williamsburg,
Virginia. Hartman had
boxes of boxwood from the
Virginia Boxwood Company.
This company provides a
sustainable service that main-
tains, cultivates and harvests
boxwood from the historic
state of Virginia, which has
some of the oldest and fin-
est boxwood to be found in
North America.

Boxwood is used a lot for
landscape and is capable to
stay green all year. Though

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

A boxwood tree workshop was held at the Town House. The event had a great turnout
as boxwood covered all the tables.

This popular shrub made
its way to the Americas in
the 1600s, becoming a sta-
ple in Colonial and Victorian
gardens. During the 19th
century, boxwood became
extremely popular for for-
mal gardens and was used in
holiday decorations, such as
Christmas wreaths.

Having these workshops
proves that boxwood is now
famous for topiaries and for-
mal designs.

Today, its popularity con-
tinues to exist for both orna-
mental shaping and histori-
cal significance. Historically,
besides becoming a staple in
landscaping, boxwood was
used for medicinal purpos-
es. It’s bark and leaves were
used for fever and rheuma-

it dries out, Hartman said it
keeps its’ shape. For deco-
rations, Hartman provided
straw flowers, statice and
other trinkets to go with the
boxwood.

tism.

There was floral foam
being used to help keep the
boxwood branches in place.
It was messy but fun for
those who attended the box-

images, the Hardwick Fair A sample of a boxwood tree made by Lynn Hartman of

Hartman’s Herb Farm in Barre.

wood tree workshop.
The crafters who attended
this workshop were excited

to bring their own boxwood
tree to their homes for the
holiday season.

LaValley set to graduate
from University of Georgia

ATHENS, GA - Audrey
G. LaValley was one of
over 3,200 candidates
to be recognized in the
University of Georgia’s
Class of 2025 fall com-
mencement ceremonies
held Dec. 12.

LaValley, of Ware,
was a candidate for BBA
Marketing.

“The students gradu-
ating in the Class of 2025
have distinguished them-
selves through their hard
work and determination,
and it is an honor to rec-
ognize them at this fall’s
Commencement ceremo-
nies,” said UGA President
Jere W. Morehead. “Their

experiences at UGA have
prepared them to meet
challenges with confidence
and to contribute meaning-
fully wherever their paths
lead. I am eager to see the
impact they will make as
alumni of the University of
Georgia.”

Doug Ivester, former
chairman of the board and
chief executive officer of
The Coca-Cola Company
and 1969 accounting grad-
uate, delivered the under-
graduate address. Dr. Ron
Walcott, vice provost
for graduate education
and dean of the Graduate
School, delivered the grad-
uate address.

Shed,, Pool &
Hot Tub Renrovals

Clean Out Solutions

Basement, Attic, Shed & Whole House Cleanouts

Anthun “Skip” Gervais

(774)397-6500

“Join the team that does more by

9am than some do all day

Train now to a new career in 6 weeks. High hourly wages
and generous bonus program. Van work available too!

Call or text 774-200-6762 or email
jobs@mccarthybus.com to apply

4

J.P. McCarthy & Sons

WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM

”»
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Circle of Song holiday concert this Saturday

BARRE - After four
months of assiduous practice,
the Circle of Song is ready to
share their talents and their
joy of singing with the pub-
lic with a holiday concert on
Saturday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.
in Town Hall, 2 Exchange St.

It is an extra special event
this year as it is a celebra-
tion of “The Best of Circle of
Song” from the past 25 years.
Former co-director, Beth
Bryant is joining the chorus
all the way from Georgia
and the initial pianist from

the group, Ethel Howard is
rejoining all the way from
New Braintree.

Initial members still with
the group are Jack Kittredge,
Joan Bevers, Anne Kneeland
and Julie Rawson. The con-
cert will be dedicated to
Minnie Isgro, another origi-
nal, who at 95 years of age,
can’t be present in person.

The program is a pow-
erhouse of well-love
music from the ages — “At
the River”, “O Magnum
Mysterium”, “Black is the

e Bobhcat Work

e Lot Clearing

* Emergency Services
¢ Firewood $265/cord

McNeely Tree Service

Insured ¢ References
* Hazardous Tree Removal

¢ 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR
¢ Credit Cards, Cash & Venmo Accepted
* 100% Workers Compensation

H: 508-867-6119  C: 978-888-1693

Saturday, December 20th ~ 7om-11pm

Uncle Country

Color of My True Love’s
Hair”, “Seal Lullaby”,
“Mary Did You Know?”,
“Java Jive”, “Regina Coeli”,
“White Christmas” and “Irish
Prayer”.

The concert is free and
the refreshments are always
tasty. To learn more about
Circle of Song or to join in
on Jan. 22, contact music
director, Julie Rawson at
julie@mhof.net; 978-257-
1192 for more information.

Digital
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

[ ]
Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications for wait list.

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $810/mo.
or 30% of income, whichever is lower.

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible
apartments when available.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

&

Moo o2
R
V

Join Us For New Year's Eve!

Karaoke
Pool ~ Darts

Friday, January 16th
7pm-10pm

Moonlight
Saints

EVERY SUNDAY DARTS
LUCK OF THE DRAW
5:30pm e All Welcome

948 Main Street, Warren, MA « 413-436-8491
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Two holiday plants suited for gift giving

re you in need of a ter, it has a period of dor-
plant for a hostess gift
this holiday season

SOCIAL SECURITY

outdoor narcissus do.

mancy mid spring through In just about four weeks

By Russell Gloor the end of summer when it’s after planting you’ll be EDITOR
but poinsettias aren’t your leaves will yellow and shed delighted with flowers Paula Ouimette
cup of tea? Look no further! and it will demand next to galore! pouimette@turley.com

no water. This time frame is
opposite of what we are used
to with our perennial flowers
that bloom during the sum-

Decide for yourself if
you like the fragrance or you
find it a little overpowering.
Prevent leaves and stems

I will give you my top two
non-poinsettia picks, and
share my experiences grow-
ing these plants.

Questions about remarrying
and benefits from an ex-spouse

~ ADVERTISING SALES

Hopefully you will find mer and go dormant during from stretching by plac- Dan Flynn
Dear Rusty: And, yes, it is possible the perfect gift for someone the winter. ing your container in a cool dfynn@turley.com
I am almost 57, for you to initially claim on your list. spot in your home during the
divorced after a 14-year your own SS retirement Florist Cyclamen . * night and enjoy the flowers
marriage. My former benefit at 62 and claim (Cyclamen persicum) N in your living spaces during
spouse is 15 years older your surviving ex-spouse is a delightful indoor *% the day. SPORTS EDITOR
than I and made signifi- benefit later after your plant that flowers After flowering is Greg Scibell
cantly more money than former spouse dies. durin i sports@turiey.com
g the winter done, throw the bulbs
me. I am required to retire Provided you remarry months and is avail- out free of guilt; they
from my job at age 60 but  after age 60 you do not able at local nurser- won’t bloom again
expect to keep working in lose that option, but if ies and box stores. Its by a ) consistently. One year STAFF WRITER
some capacity. you were to claim a sur- quarter-sized blooms Roberta MieQuaid you may remember that I Ryan Drago
I have a girlfriend of a  viving ex-spouse bene- in red, pink and white did try to regrow the bulbs rdrago@turley.com

similar age to me. She did
not earn as much as her
former husband as she
mainly raised their chil-
dren. She is also divorced
from an older spouse
who made more money
than she did. I am trying
to figure out if we will
be penalized if we marry
or if it matters if we wait
until after we reach 60
years of age. Can I claim
my own benefits when 1
become eligible at 62,
then claim survivor ben-
efits later, whenever my
former spouse passes? Is
that affected if, or when,
I remarry? I do not want
to give up my potential
survivor benefits from
my ex-spouse. Are those
affected if I remarry?

If I understand correct-
ly, if 1 remarry even after
60, we would both forfeit
divorced spousal benefits,
is that right? Given that
my girlfriend’s former
spouse probably made
more money than I, would
she be forfeiting her for-
mer spousal benefits if we
were to marry, even after
age 60?7

Lastly, I am consider-
ing retiring abroad as an
expat. Any suggestions
about how that would
affect our Social Security
benefits?

Signed: Starting Over

Dear Starting Over:

With certain excep-
tions, benefits from a liv-
ing ex-spouse cannot be
collected if you remarry
(regardless of your age
when you remarry). So,
from what you’ve shared,
whenever you remarry
both you and your new
wife will forfeit eligi-
bility for benefits from
your respective ex-spous-
es while they are living
(FYI, there are exceptions
for those who are dis-
abled).

However, the rules are
different for a surviving
ex-spouse: if you remar-
ry before age 60, you will
forfeit your surviving
ex-spouse benefit. But if
you remarry after age 60,
you retain eligibility to
collect survivor benefits
from a deceased former
spouse. So, if you and
your girlfriend remarry
after you are both age 60,
you will both still be able
to claim survivor bene-
fits based on your former
spouses’ records.

fit before reaching your
Full Retirement Age, the
monthly payment amount
would be reduced, all SS
benefits taken before FRA
are reduced.

Note too, that if you
plan to continue working
after you are first eligible
for SS benefits, Social
Security has an “earn-
ings test” which limits
how much you can earn
from working while col-
lecting early benefits.
The limit changes year-
ly for 2025 it is $23,400
and if exceeded, SS will
take back $1 in benefits
for every $2 you are over
the limit. And, as you
likely know, claiming at
age 62 will also mean a
benefit payment of about
30% less than available
at your FRA of 67. So, if
you plan to work after age
62 and plan to claim early
SS, you should take the
“earnings test” into con-
sideration. FYI, the earn-
ing test no longer applies
after you reach your Full
Retirement Age.

Now, regarding retiring
overseas, be aware that
Social Security has lim-
its on where you can col-
lect U.S. Social Security
benefits. I suggest you
use Social Security’s
Payments Abroad
Screening Tool to find
out if benefits are pay-
able wherever you plan to
retire abroad. That SSA
tool can be found here:
https://www.ssa.gov/inter-
national/payments_outsi-
deUS.html.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

are unique in that the
petals are bent back and held
above pretty, heart-shaped,
silver-margined leaves.

There are varying types
available with fancy flowers
and intricately patterned foli-
age.

The cyclamen plant is
tuberous and unfortunately
is best propagated by seed
or by division of its fibrous
roots. Usually this task is left
to the experts who are best
able to deal with erratic ger-
mination and roots that are
susceptible to rot.

A few years back I
became the owner of my
very first cyclamen (thanks,
Mom!). I had a little trouble
after awhile.

During the spring its
leaves yellowed and fell off
so I threw it out. Little did
I know that leaf loss was
supposed to happen! It was
going dormant.

With the cyclamen’s
bloom time during the win-

In late August, we can
begin watering again and
leaves will sprout anew
before the blooming cycle

begins during the fall.

Another favorite holi-
day plant by the name of
Paperwhites start out as a
bulb. The bulbs are available
now by mail and from local
nurseries and garden centers.

Sometimes you can “fill
a bag” with the exact num-
ber you want, which is real-
ly neat. Upon inspection of
the bulb and the picture on
the label, you’ll note that
Paperwhites look very much

like our outdoor daffodils.

Paperwhites are cousins to
these spring harbingers and
bloom easily inside with little
more than light, something to
anchor the developing roots
(soil or rocks) and water to
get them growing. They don’t
need to go through a period
of cold in order to bloom like

by allowing them to dry out
within the container I had
first grown them in. Of the
four bulbs, two had life left
in them a year later.

I watered and waited and
leaves did grow, but no flow-
ers ever came. [ ended up
chalking it up to an experience
and starting over with new
bulbs the following winter.

Have fun experimenting
with these plants or any num-
ber of beauties worthy of a
good home for the holidays.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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OPINION
POLICY

Letters to the editor should be
250 words or less in length, and
“Your Turn” guest column between
500-800 words. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be pub-
lished. We require that the person
submitting the opinion also include
his or her town of residence and
home telephone number. We must
authenticate authorship prior to
publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous, unsubstan-
tiated allegations, personal attacks,
or defamation of character.

Send opinions to:
Ware River News
Letter to the Editor
80 Main Street,
Ware, MA 01082
or via email to:
pouimette@turley.com

The deadline for submissions
is Monday at noon.
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BACKYARD

By Ellenor Downer

n Oakham resident
saw a purple finch in
her yard recently.

The purple finch is about
six inches long. It has a stur-
dy body, short tail and a con-
ical bill designed to crack

y)
o

P

larger.

parents continue feeding and

Turley Election
Policy

This newspaper will print
free self-submitted state-
ments of candidacy only four
weeks or more out from the
election. All candidates run-
ning in both contested and
uncontested races are asked
to submit their statements
to the editor to include only
biographical and campaign
platform details. Total word
count for statements is limit-
ed to between 300-500 words
maximum. Please include a
photo. We will not publish any
statements of candidacy inside
the four weeks from election
threshold. To publish any other

seed. The male has raspberry
red covering its head, chest
and back. The color fades
into a lighter pink tone on the
belly. The wings and tail are
brown with red highlights.
The female has no red col-
oring and is brown and white
with heavy streaking. It has a
white eyebrow stripe.

The purple finch and
house finch are often con-
fused. The purple finch as a
more uniform raspberry color
and the house finch is more
orange red color. The house
finches color is limited to the
head and upper chest. The
purple finch also has notch
at the base of its tail and is

Purple finches bread pri-
marily in Canada and the
northeastern United States
including New England and
the Great Lakes region. The
purple finch is the state bird
of New Hampshire.

A typical clutch consists
of for or five pale blue eggs
with small dark speckles.
The female incubates the
eggs for about 12-14 days
while the male provides food.
Once hatched, both parents
feed the nestlings a mix-
ture of regurgitated seeds
and insects to ensure prop-
er nutrition. The fledglings
leave the nest roughly two
weeks after hatching, though

protecting them for another
week or two.

They are fond of black
oil sunflower seeds, safflow-
er seeds, and millet offered
in tube or platform feeders.
In summer they supplement
their diet with insects and
caterpillars as well as black-
berries and cherries.

campaign publicity during the
race, please contact our adver-
tising representatives. We also
do not allow personal attacks
against other candidates or
political parties in statements
of candidacy, nor do we publish
for free any information about
key endorsements or political
fundraisers.

Letters to the editor of no
more than 250 words from
supporters endorsing specific
candidates or discussing cam-
paign issues are limited to
three total per author during
the election season. No elec-
tion letters will appear in the
final edition before the election.
We reserve the right to edit all
statements of candidacy and
letters to the editor to meet our
guidelines.

Ware River News

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Birds during snow storm
A Brimfield resident
emailed, “During the recent
snow storm (Tuesday, Dec.
2) there were 30 plus dark-
eyed juncos in the yard and

one white-throated sparrow.
Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Please see BIRDS, page 13
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t's a minion Christmas as they try to take a candy cane for

the road.
DRIVE-THRU from page 1

tion and lights come to life.
The Quaboag Connecter
was available for those who
didn’t have transportation
and was available for both
pick up and drop off.

Drivers were greeted
by Town Manager Stuart
Beckley, who was by the
entrance gate wearing
Christmas sweater attire.
Donations were collected
during the Ware Holiday
Flair Drive Thru as drivers
kept their eyes open for the
friendly and helpful elves
that were stationed through-
out Grenville Park.

As you drove through
Grenville Park, the wooded
area became a winter won-
derland with adorable floats
of all holiday themes placed
on the side of the road. Once
you came down the hill you
could see the entire park
light up with lights, music,
and characters that express
holiday spirit. There was
Yukon Cornelius and the
Abominable Snowman wav-
ing to the drivers at Grenville
Park.

Mickey and Minnie
Mouse were standing under
their holiday ornament wav-
ing to the drivers and posed
for pictures as well. Across
the street was the small town
of Whoville and under the
entrance to Whoville was
Cindy Lou and the Grinch.

A display that referenced
a classic Christmas film
made its way to Grenville
Park. The infamous RV of
Cousin Eddie from National
Lampoon’s “Christmas

Vacation” (1989) was parked

and Eddie alongside Clark
Griswold were standing out-
side toasting to the traffic.

It was also a “Frozen”
Christmas as Olaf and Elsa
were at Grenville Park
for another year of Ware
Holiday Flair Drive Thru.

Another holiday classic
made its return to Ware Flair
Drive-Thru. Characters from
the Nutcracker were danc-
ing and greeting the crowd.
There were toy soldiers and
the mouse king all hanging
out under the same tent.

The drive thru conclud-
ed with Santa Claus sitting
comfortably in his sleigh
wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas as cars exited
Grenville Park.

The Ware Holiday Flair
Drive Thru was made
possible by the support-
ers of Cluett Appliance,
Pennington Painting,
Egan Lawn Care, Otto
Florist, Quabbin Valley
Junk Removal, Canadian
Tree, Labier Brothers Tree
Experts, BRL Landscaping
and Joshua Lynch
Journeyman Electrician.

The event was sponsored
by Country Bank, North
Brookfield Savings Bank,
Florence Bank, Moulton
Insurance, Sherman Oil Co.,
Brookside Mart and Quabbin
Wire & Cable Co Inc.
Ware always brings “flair”
during the holiday season at
Grenville Park.

Monetary donations to
support Ware Holiday Flair
events can be mailed to
Ware Town Hall, C/O Stuart
Beckley, 126 Main St, Ware,
MA 01082.

Swans swimming could be spotted while driving through

Grenville Park.

2026
QUABBIN HISTORY
CALENDAR
by J.R. Greene

Great Gifts!

ON SALE AT:

OLD FURNACE:
0Id Furnace General Store
THORNDIKE:
Junction Variety
WARE:

Young Mens Library
W. BROOKFIELD:
Plantation Store
Quaboag Bookshop

or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

HUGE
KITCHEN
PACKAGE &
LAUNDRY
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

F DISCOVER
m “59 “ Store Hours: Mon

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

Star Wars characters made their way to Earth and participated in the drive thru. Friendly and helpful elves were collecting

donations during the Ware Holiday Flair
Drive Thru at Grenville Park.

An octopus with a Santa hat was a cute addition to this

year's Ware Holiday Flair Drive Thru Dinosaurs return from extinction to celebrate the holidays

during Ware Holiday Flair Drive Thru.

Olaf and Elsa from “Frozen” were in the holiday
spirit as they brought winter to Ware.

‘ Grenville Park becomes
Whoville for one night as the
Grinch and Cindy Lou appeared.

|\ © 0060 0606 060 06006000000 0 00
Lot J) LEFT: It's a hedgehog Christmas during
;I-l Ware Holiday Flair Drive Thru season.
1-"-- ]

Grenville Park was glowing as the Ware Holiday Flair
Drive Thru continued.

Santa Claus
unknowingly
reeled in a shark
for Christmas.

LEDS,
ATES.
4 TOBOGGANS

HUGE SELECTION!

t i 4
{4

GLEARANCE!

SAVE UP TO

70% Off!

THOUSANDS OF
BIKES 5»
E-BIKES!

([ GE27Cu.FT. )[ 5CU.FT
FRENCH DOOR CHEST

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

FULL: $269

(REGULARLY $499)
QUEEN: $299
(REGULARLY $599)

( . )

Gf\igﬁl{{“ |[ FRIGIDAIRE | S#V\P\ASSI!IJIIE“I(%;;P[?RLYOI%)
DISHWASHER ir -

GAS RANGE g, $390.69 Pair - Reg. $1199.99 REFRIGERATOR FREEZER

Reg. $499.99

Reg. $899.99 99 Reg. $1999.99

369 || ‘699~ |'299~)| 899” | -i399~:189*
J \ J\ J \_ AFTERREBATE! ) \ J J

{ 3\

WHIRLPOOL

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. Fq (" FRIGIDAIRE [ FAMOUS MAKER ) (MAYTAG DELUXE )
TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR 18 CU. FT. OVER THE STOVE WASHER OR SIDE BY SIDE
r 2 a | MICROWAVES &

Reg. $899.99 REFRIGERATOR || ~ MICROWAVE DRYER
$ .99
*1199* | pishwasHERs!

Reg. $699.99 Reg: $249'99 Front Load, Reg. $1690.95 Reg. $699.99
%699 | 599~ iag* | *1399")| 540"
\ J J . J L J
140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

HITCO -::::-

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER

Reg. $999.99

3799.99

AMANA

WASHER OR
DRYER

s

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $599.99
‘489
—_—

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,

LG #3400
WASHER & DRYER

. thru Fri: 9am-9pm o Sat. 9am-8pm  Sun. 10am-7pim  FOR 100°s OF DEALS!
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Ware Police Log

Editor’s Note:
People in this coun-

During the week of Nov.
30-Dec. 10, the Ware Police
Department responded to
35 miscellaneous calls, 48
administrative calls, 25 traf-
fic violations, 10 emergen-
cy 911 calls, four thefts/lar-
cenies, one trespass, three
frauds/deceptions, one dam-
age/vandalism, two harass-
ments/stalks/threats, two
structure fires, 13 animal
calls and 40 motor vehicle
stops in the town of Ware.

Sunday, Nov. 30

1:38 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Palmer Road,
Advised

2:12 a.m. Abandoned
911Call, Pulaski Street,
Unfounded

7:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:48 p.m. Trespass/
Unwanted, Osborne Road,
Services Rendered

Monday, Dec. 1

1:17 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Cummings Road,
Services Rendered

5:40 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Storrs Street, Services
Rendered

8:58 a.m. Fraud/
Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

1:15 p.m. Damage/
Vandalism, Greenwich Plains
Road, Report Made

4:55 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, West Street, Dispatch
Handled

5:09 p.m. Structure Fire,
Clifford Avenue, Investigated

5:24 p.m. Theft/Larceny,
West Street, Report Made

5:35 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Palmer Road, Could
Not Locate

Tuesday, Dec. 2

2:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, West Street, Citation/
Warning Issued

1:52 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, Monson Turnpike
Road, Services Rendered

4:17 p.m. Abandoned 911
Call, West Street, Could Not
Locate

5:58 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Monson Turnpike
Road, Investigated

Wednesday, Dec. 3
7:45 a.m. Harassment/
Stalk/Threat, Palmer Road,
Services Rendered

Thursday, Dec. 4

5:45 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued

2:17 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Old Belchertown
Road, Services Rendered

10:36 p.m. Fraud/
Deception, North Street,
Services Rendered

Friday, Dec. 5
9:53 a.m. Abandoned 911
Call, Church Street, Dispatch
Handled
10:05 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Pleasant Street,
Services Rendered

Saturday, Dec. 6

3:50 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Park Avenue,
Citation/Warning Issued

3:52 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Sherwin Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

3:54 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Bellevue Avenue,
Citation/Warning Issued

3:55 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Vigeant Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

3:57 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Parker Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

11 a.m. Theft/Larceny,
Old Poor Farm Road, Report
Made

12:26 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Indian Hill Road,
Dispatch Handled

Sunday, Dec. 7
7:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Palmer Road, Citation/
Warning Issued
8:22 p.m. Warrant
Service, West Main Street,
Arrest Made

Monday, Dec. 8
2:18 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, North Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

try are presumed to be
innocent until found
guilty in a court of
law. Police provide us
with the information
you read on this page
as public record infor-
mation. If you or any
suspect listed here is
found not guilty or has
charges dropped or
reduced, we will gladly
print that information
as a follow-up upon
being presented with
documented proof of the
court’s final disposition.

2:40 a.m. Bylaw
Violation, Pulaski Street,
Citation/Warning Issued

12:16 p.m. Theft/
Larceny, Palmer Road,
Services Rendered

3:26 p.m.
Harassment/Stalk/
Threat, Homecrest
Avenue, Services
Rendered

5:15 p.m. Motor
Vehicle Stop, West
Street, Citation/Warning
Issued

6:41 p.m. Assist
Other Agency, Palmer,
Services Rendered

8:09 p.m. Assist
Other Agency, Palmer
Road, Services Rendered

8:15 p.m. Abandoned
911 Call, Highland
Village, Assist Given

Tuesday, Dec. 9

9:17 a.m. Fraud/
Deception, Greenwich
Road, Services Rendered

4:09 p.m. Theft/
Larceny, West Street,
Arrest Made

7 p.m. Structure
Fire, Highland Village,
Extinguished

8:08 p.m. Assist
Other Agency, West
Street, Services
Rendered

Wednesday, Dec. 10

3:42 a.m. Suspicious/
Wanted, Pleasant Street,
Investigated

CROSSWORD PUZZL

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10

30. Fixed in one

62. Wreath

28. NY Giants great

47
54 55
56
60
CLUES ACROSS place 63. Thus far 29. Small amount
1. American 34. Pie _ __ mode 64. They __ 31. A way to save for
automotive titan 35. Moved swiftly on  65. Employee your future
4. Tire term foot reference number  32. Fall behind
7. Two-year-old 36. Carrier on 33. Midway between
sheep vehicle CLUES DOWN northeast and east
10. Indigenous 41. A path to get 1. Policemen (French) 37. Head pain
people of Thailand through 2. Toy dog 38. Wildly popular
11. Anti-Soviet Cold  45. “Rule, Britannia” 3. Intestinal condition sport
War group composer 4. Muscular 39. “Princess Diaries”
12. Actress de Armas 46. Spiritual leader weaknesses actress Hathaway
13. Not moving 47. Flowing 5. Helps little firms 40. Boat race
15. Cool! 50. Respectful 6. Alphabetical lists 41. About fish
16. Plants of the compliments 7. Takes down 42. Nursemaid
arum family 54. Cure 8. Facilitates 43. Able to be
19. Connected with  55. Soft, lightweight 9. Ethnic people of marketed
touch fabric Ethiopia 44. Not as large
21. Pen stain 56. Building material 13. Engine additive 47. Parts per billion
23. Monetary units 57. Japanese 14. Explorers group (abbr.)
24. School kids’ art delicacy 17. Written account 48. Paddle
project 59. A way to cause  18. Consumed 49. Oneness
25. Early Bell Canada  to be swollen 20. Opposite of first 51. Bitter chemical
executive 60. One and only 22. No (slang) 52. Not around
26. Sword 61. You might get 27. Government 53. Very fast airplane
27. Hates one in summer lawyers 58. Main tributary of

the Rhine

Warren Police Log

During the week of Nov.
23-30, the Warren Police
Department responded to
106 building/property checks,
20 community policings, 15
emergency 911 calls, one
burglary, one threat, one
vehicle fire, two parking
issues, one complaint, two
animal calls and 10 motor
vehicle stops in the town of
Warren.

Sunday, Nov. 23
6:50 a.m. Sick/Unknown,
Winthrop Terrace, Officer
Spoke to Party
11:55 a.m. Welfare
Check, Winthrop Terrace,
Transported to Hospital
6:42 p.m. Burglary/
Breaking and Entering, Main
Street, Officer Spoke to Party

Monday, Nov. 24

7:10 a.m. Breathing
Difficulty, Old Douglas
Road, Transported to
Hospital

4:37 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope,
Chapel Street, Transported to
Hospital

Hardwick Police Log

Tuesday, Nov. 25
12:20 a.m. Parking Issues,
Main Street, Written Warning
12:26 a.m. Parking
Issues, North Street, Written

Warning
5:48 a.m. Sick/Unknown,
Southbridge Road,

Transported to Hospital

8:28 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Southbridge Road,
Written Warning

8:53 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Brook Road, Written
Warning

11:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Removed
to Court/Lockup

3:56 p.m. Breathing
Difficulty, Cronin Road,
Transported to Hospital

Wednesday, Nov. 26

8:23 a.m. Threats,
Brimfield Road, Report Filed

10:13 a.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope,
Southbridge Road,
Transported to Hospital

11:22 a.m. Complaint,
Forest Avenue, Report Filed

Thursday, Nov. 27
12:11 p.m. Unconscious/
Unresponsive/Syncope,
Southbridge Road,
Transported to Hospital
6:28 p.m. Vehicle Fires,
North Street, Investigated
6:35 p.m. Chest
Pain/Heart Problem,
North Brookfield Road,
Transported to Hospital
10:08 p.m. Sick/
Unknown, Quaboag Street,
Transported to Hospital

Friday, Nov. 28
6:13 p.m. Sick/Unknown,
Main Street, No Transport

Required
11:31 p.m. Sick/
Unknown, Milton O.

Fountain Way, Transported to
Hospital

Saturday, Nov. 29

5:02 p.m. Welfare Check,
Ware Road, Report Filed

9:58 p.m. Alarm
Activation, Bemis Road,
Investigated

10:19 p.m. Falls, Main
Street, Transported to
Hospital

During the week of Dec.
8-15 the Hardwick/New
Braintree Police Department
responded to 53 building/
property checks, 23 direct-
ed/area patrols, 15 radar
assignments, three traffic
controls, 20 emergency 911
calls, one citizen assist, three
assist other agencies, one
motor vehicle investigation,
two investigations, one park-
ing complaint, one trespass,
two complaints, one harass-
ment, three motor vehicle
accidents, one safety haz-
ard, eight animal calls and
six motor vehicle stops in the
town of Hardwick.

Monday, Dec. 8

10 a.m. Complaint,
Highland Terrace, Peace
Restored

10:03 a.m. Medical
Emergency, North Street,
Transported to Hospital

10:42 a.m. Assist Citizen,
Shore Road, Negative
Contact

11:39 a.m. Trespass,
Summer Place, Officer
Handled

2:28 p.m. Disturbance,
Maple Street, Peace Restored

3:33 p.m. 911
Disturbance, Broad Street,
Officer Handled

3:43 p.m. 911 Welfare
Check, Ridge Road, Officer
Handled

6:28 p.m. Complaint,
Bridge Street, Officer
Handled

8:03 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Out of Town,
Services Rendered

11:08 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Investigation, Main Street,
Officer Handled

11:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation
Issued

Tuesday, Dec. 9
12:24 a.m. Investigation,
Barre Road, Officer Handled
9:04 a.m. Assist Other
Agency, Main Street, Officer
Handled

12:23 p.m. 911
Disturbance, Church Lane,
Spoken To

1:53 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Upper Church
Street, Transported to
Hospital

3:32 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Crash, Lower Road, Services
Rendered

3:55 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Old Petersham
Road, Transported to
Hospital

6:05 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Old Petersham
Road, Transported to
Hospital

6:58 p.m. Parking
Complaint, Broad Street, No
Action Required

Wednesday, Dec. 10

5:58 p.m. Suspicious
Activity, Barre Road,
Services Rendered

Thursday, Dec. 11

5:56 a.m. 911 Elevator
Call/Alarms, Old Petersham
Road, Negative Contact

9:05 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Ruggles Hill
Road, Transported to
Hospital

12:33 p.m. Safety Hazard,
Miner Road, Referred to
Other Agency

4:10 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Main Street, Citation

Issued

4:44 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Prouty Road,
Patient Refusal

6:06 p.m. 911 Animal
Call, Bridge Street, Officer
Handled

Friday, Dec. 12

7:16 a.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Bridge Street,
Transported to Hospital

10:55 a.m. 911 Misdial,
Prospect Street, No Action
Required

1:06 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, Main Street,
Patient Refusal

9:22 p.m. 911 Medical
Emergency, River Run,
Patient Refusal

Saturday, Dec. 13

1:02 p.m. 911 Misdial,
Hardwick Pond Road,
Spoken To

1:58 p.m. Motor Vehicle
Stop, Greenwich Road,
Citation Issued

6:37 p.m. 911 Motor
Vehicle Crash, Church Street,
Transported to Hospital

9:36 p.m. Harassment,
Church Street, Investigated

Sunday, Dec. 14

2:33 a.m. 911 Suspicious
Activity, Hardwick Road,
Criminal Complaint

4:59 p.m. Investigation,
Out of Town, Officer
Handled

7:33 p.m. 911 Motor
Vehicle Crash, Barre Road,
Report Taken

8:49 p.m. Assist Other
Agency, Turkey Street,
Officer Handled

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Just Keep Smiling Glitter Tattoos were provided at the Ware Library during Santa’s
visit. The Corley family were wearing matching Grinch sweaters.

SAINT NICK

from page 1

Christmas cookies as
treats during the event
for Santa’s visit. Mr.
Claus was okay with
sharing Christmas cook-
ies with his friends at
the Ware Library.

The Ware Library
thanked Santa Claus
for visiting them and he
thanked all his young
friends for coming by
and encouraged them to
visit the library as much
as they can.

Visit the Ware
Library at 37 Main St.
More information can
be found at wareli-
brary.org.

Santa Claus is shown
alongside his helpful
elf, Children’s Librarian
Cathy Goulet.

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

The Wishing Tree was
decorated with bows
and cute ornaments
made by guests at the
Ware Library.
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HARDWICK - St.
Aloysius Catholic School in
Gilbertville has launched its
Annual Fund Drive with a
pledge of $40,000 in match-
ing funds from an anony-
mous benefactor.

The fund drive runs
through March 15, 2026.

Last year the fund drive
raised just over $95,000
including the match funds.

“To raise that amount of
money was truly a miracle.
Never in the history of our
Annual Fund Drive or the
Scholarship Drive that pre-
ceded it, did we ever exceed
our goal to that extent,” said
Roberta McQuaid, Finance
Manager and Enrollment
Coordinator for the school.

The School Board
implemented the Annual
Fund Drive in place of the
Scholarship Drive in 2025 to
be able to diversify the use of
the money earned, and there-
by keep tuition affordable for
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St. Aloysius Catholic School
to hold annual fund drive

families.

“The cost of nearly every-
thing it takes to run a school
has increased, from utilities
to insurance, to books and
salaries. It is no small feat
to make ends meet. We rely
so heavily on those who sup-
port our mission; we couldn’t
do the good work we do if
it weren’t for our donors.
While I hope and pray we
will do well again this year,
big gifts are not a given, and
every donation, no matter the
size, truly counts,” continued
McQuaid. “Catholic Schools
provide a foundation of faith
for the students we serve,
and their families benefit too.
Our students work hard aca-
demically and contribute to
the local community. It’s a
well rounded education, and
when they leave St. Aloysius
for high school they are pre-
pared to meet the challenges
that lie ahead. It’s a worth-
while goal to try and keep

our tuitions prices stable so
that families can continue
to afford a private, Catholic
education.”

Tuition assistance is
also available through the
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Worcester and from scholar-
ships gifted by private foun-
dations.

For more information
about St. Aloysius Catholic
School or to make a tax
deductible donation that will
be matched dollar for dollar
to the Annual Fund please
visit www.staloysiuscs.com/
support/. Donations can also
be mailed to St. Aloysius
Catholic School, P.O. Box
522, Gilbertville, MA 01031,
noting “Annual Fund” on the
memo line.

An Open House is
planned for Monday, Jan.
26, 2026 from 3-5:30 p.m.
Prospective families are
encouraged to visit the
school.

Loki faces third Christmas

EAST BROOKFIELD
— If Loki is not adopted by
Monday, he will mark two
full years at Second Chance
Animal Services and will
face his third Christmas
inside a shelter.

He has been with the
organization for so long that
he believes this is his home,
and staff are hoping the pub-
lic can help change his story.

Loki first came to Second
Chance in 2017 from
Mississippi and was adopt-
ed quickly. He was returned
in December 2023 when his
family could no longer keep
him and he has been waiting
ever since, despite his loyal
heart and adventurous spirit.

Loki loves car rides,
fenced yards, walks, and
showing off his many tricks.
When he bonds with some-

Submitted Photo
Loki enjoyed the first
snowfall of the season.

one, he becomes a devoted
companion who greets his
favorite people with happy

in a shelter

barks and howls.

Loki needs a calm home
with few visitors. He prefers
a female owner but can warm
up to men with patience.

He would do best as the
only pet and in a home with-
out small children. His adop-
tion fee has already been
paid by one of his biggest
supporters to help him find
the right match.

Second Chance is com-
mitted to every pet in its care
and hopes the community
will help Loki finally find the
home he deserves.

Could you or someone
you know be the person
Loki has been waiting for?
Visit www.secondchancean-
imals.org/adoptable-dogs/ or
call 508-867-5525 for more
information.

Christmas concert to be held Dec. 21

HARDWICK - The Weir
River Concert Band will per-
form a free Christmas con-
cert on Sunday, Dec. 21 at
2 p.m. at the Stone Church

Cultural Center, 283 Main
St., Gilbertville.

All are welcome to attend
and celebrate the holiday sea-
son.

Visit us at

WWWw.

turley
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Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’'re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TO__

TUTORING

AVAILABLE
p Floor Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

LEARNING  Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Comp
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

uter

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
Shttps://topfloorlearning.org/ *
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of the true cost of freedom.
“Freedom did not come with-
out a price.”

Bateman said this price
was paid, and continues to
be paid, by those who served
their country through service.

“Lying here before us and
in cemeteries throughout this
nation are men and women
who gave their lives so that
we can live in freedom and
without fear. We can worship
as we see fit. We can raise
our children to believe as we
do. We are free to vote for the
leaders of our choosing. And,
we have the right to succeed,
and we have the right to fail at
whatever endeavor we wish to
pursue,” he said.

Bateman invited Kate
Marceau to speak about the
life of Roland Gratton, a
29-year active duty veteran
who first served during World
War 1L

Marceau said Gratton lied
about his age and was just 16
when he enlisted, becoming
a driver for General Patton in
Germany as part of a transpor-
tation unit.

Gratton was born in Royal
Oak, Michigan on Sept. 11,
1928, and died March 21,
1996. As a child, he moved to
West Brookfield and attend-
ed a one room schoolhouse at
the top of Ragged Hill. When
Gratton’s father went to World
War II, Roland went to work
in the Ware woolen and cotton
mills.

Gratton was part of the
Berlin Airlift and on June 24,
1948, the Soviet forces block-
aded rail, road, and water
access to Allied-controlled
areas of Berlin. The U.S. and
United Kingdom responded
by airlifting food and fuel to
Berlin from Allied airbases in
western Germany.

Marceau shared a memory
recalled by Gratton’s son: “He
was there when they started
throwing candy out of the C47
— Gooney Birds to the kids.
The soldiers shuttled food

because the Russians were
going to starve the Germans.”

Gratton’s military experi-
ence during World War II even
gained the attention of a writ-
er from England who spent a
week in Ware to gather infor-
mation from him about the
Berlin Airlift.

Gratton went on to serve
in combat during the Korean
War, living on a passenger
train and suffering frostbite
during the extreme winter con-
ditions.

Near the end of his mili-
tary career, Gratton served in
Vietnam, and his son remem-
bered not understanding why
protestors were so upset with
his father when he returned
home at a Boston airport.

Gratton came back from
Vietnam with nightmares of
guerilla warfare, and exposure
to Agent Orange. Gratton later
died from liver cancer caused
by that exposure.

Outside of his military ser-
vice, Gratton drove a school
bus, as well as an oil truck
for Petracone Oil, and also
worked 20 years at the Post
Office. He was an active mem-
ber of the community and
dedicated a lot of his time to
its veterans organizations and
youth sports.

“Roland Gratton was an
example of dedication, com-
mitment and service to his
country. He served in three
wars during his 29 years of
active duty,” Marceau said.
“We are proud to acknowledge
his sacrifices today.”

At the conclusion of the
ceremony, all gathered were
invited to place wreaths at the
town’s cemeteries, starting at
Aspen Grove Cemetery, where
Gratton is laid to rest.

Helping with the cere-
mony were members of Girl
Scout Troop 11383, the Ware
Veterans Council, the Ware
Jr./Sr. High School band, The
Patriot Guard Riders, Ware
Jr./Sr. High School students
Kazmiryr Lagimoniere and
Jack Gaudreau, and trumpeter
David Deslauriers.

Bateman thanked Scouting
America Troop 281, Ware
Middle School PTO and the
Ware Veterans Council for
helping to fundraise for this
year’s event.

Now through Dec. 31,
all sponsorships received
for next year’s event will be
fully matched by the Wreaths
Across America organization.

To sponsor a wreath for
next year’s event to be held on
Saturday, Dec. 19, 2026, visit
the “Wreaths Across America,
Ware, MA” Facebook page
and click on the respective
links.

Jane Sterndale carried a
wreath to be placed to honor
members of the U.S. Navy.

Volunteers helped to unbox wreaths at Aspen Grove

Cemetery.

David Deslauriers
performed Taps while
™ his father, Henry
. Deslauriers, saluted.

;
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Girl Scouts get ready to place wreaths at Aspen Grove

Cemetery.

'HAT GLITTERS
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NEW TEARD
EVE PARTY

DINNER'& DESSERT -

CHAMPAGNE TOAST

MUSIC PROVIDED BY:

The Evening Standard Jazz Band

ft. Annie Huppert
Dj Fus[on

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3757 2025
" “8PM-12AM

$80/TICKET or $160/COUPLE

(978) 434-7800

hardingallenestate.com

Laurie Desjardins placed a
wreath on a gravestone at
Aspen Grove Cemetery.

Kate Marceau spoke about
Roland Gratton’s military
service.

Ed Wyzik positioned a wreath to honor members of the
U.S. Space Force.

The Swindlehurst family placed a wreath to honor mem-
bers of the U.S. Air Force.

David Nicoson saluted after placing the prisoner of war/
missing in action wreath.

Frank Bateman, location coordinator for Wreaths Across
America, spoke about the importance of the day.

The Ware Veterans Counql served as the honor guard during the Wreaths Across America
ceremony.
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Brady Guimond goes for the layup.

Ware suffers tough |
loss after fast start g;’ :

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE—The senior trio
of Kaleb Kanozek, Brady
Guimond, and Jack Gaudreau
combined to score 39 points
in Ware’s season opening
basketball game against
Frontier Regional.

The Red Hawks were led
offensively by senior Max
Millette, who finished with a
game-high 36 points.

Millette’s outstanding per-
formance helped the visitors
from Deerfield overcome a
double digit first half defi-
cit and celebrate a 71-54
non-league victory over the
Indians before a large crowd
at Paul Orzulak Gymnasium,
last Thursday night.

“I liked the way that
we played at the start of
tonight’s game, but we’re
definitely not where we want
to be right now,” said Ware
head coach Gene Rich. “We
still have a lot of work to do,
and we want to be playing
our best basketball at the
end of the regular season.
The players are ready for the
challenge.”

The Indians were out-
scored, 40-19, during the sec-
ond half.

“We didn’t handle
Frontier’s pressure very well,
especially during the second

Please see WARE, page 10
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Brodie Koczur tries to get around an opponent.

Jayden Rodrigues locks up with an opponent in a consola-
tion match.

Jose Soto tries to avoid a
takedown.

Pioneers
open season

HOLYOKE - The
Pathfinder Regional wres-
tling team took part in the
Knight-Hawk Classic last
Saturday at Holyoke High
School. Pathfinder produced
39 points in the meet and will
next wrestle a home meet
against Ludlow on Monday,
Dec. 22 at 7 p.m.

ABOVE: Crosby
Turner tries to work
out of trouble.

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

RIGHT: Logan Hayes
attempts to secure his
opponent’s pinfall.

Hurricanes suffer shutout to E-Hamp

EASTHAMPTON - Last
Saturday night, Amherst
Regional ice hockey, which
co-ops with Pathfinder
Regional, opened up the
regular season against
Easthampton at Lessone
Arena on the campus of
Williston School. The Eagles
scored a pair of early goals
and rode that to a 2-0 win
over the Hurricanes. The
Hurricanes were in action
against Taconic on Dec. 17
and will next face McCann
Tech at home Saturday, Dec.
20 at Orr Rink in Ambherst.

Joshua Feldman gets ready to shoot.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli Sawyer Ferro heads up the

ice with the puck.

from crossing the blue line.

Alexander Marlin keeps the puck |jncoln Auclair heads up the ice.
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Panthers preview season
with scrimmage at Ware

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BARRE— Dennis
Dextradeur is beginning his
35th season as the boys’
varsity basketball coach
at Quabbin Regional High
School.

While the Panthers have
five returning varsity play-
ers, there is only one senior
listed on their roster.

“This is one of the
youngest teams that we’ve
had during the past 21
years.,” said Dextradeur fol-
lowing a home scrimmage
against Ware High School
on December 9. “We only
have one senior on this
year’s varsity team. We also
had one senior two years
ago, but we had a bunch of
juniors that season.”

Twenty one years ago,
the Panthers had mostly
sophomores and juniors.
The following season, they
won the league title and the
Clark Tournament title.

“Sophomores are errat-
ic, juniors are inconsistent,
and seniors are invaluable,”
Dextradeur said. “We’re a
very young team this year.
This is a two year project
for us.”

Quabbin, who just
missed qualifying for the
Division 3 state tournament,
finished the 2024-25 cam-
paign with a 9-11 overall
record.

The only Panthers senior
this season is Anthony
Quartarone, who’s a center

and a returning varsity play-
er.

“We’re looking for
Anthony to be our leading
rebounder,” Dextradeur
said. “We’re also looking
for him to be a physical
presence in the paint, which
we don’t have right now.”

Kyle Clark, who was one
of the five Panthers players
that graduated last spring,
dominated the paint area
during the past couple of
years.

“We’re going to be more
of a transition team this
year,” added Dextradeur,
who’s approaching his
400th win as the boys’
varsity coach. “We’re also
going to be a man-to-man
team defensively.”

The juniors listed on
the Panthers varsity roster
are Evan Sherblom, who’s
a guard, Jacoby Dilling,
who’s a guard, Owen
Twarog, who’s a forward,
Matt Wade, who’s a for-
ward, Calvin Hurd who’s
a forward, and Jake Doty,
who’s a forward.

Dilling is a returning
starter, along with sopho-
more guard Brady Patchen.

“We’re going to be
counting on both Jacoby
and Brady a lot this sea-
son,” Dextradeur said.
“They’re very important
players to us.”

Dilling and Patchen, who
are the Panthers co-cap-
tains, joined the varsity
team as eighth graders. The
duo averaged more than ten

points per game last year.

Another sophomore
is Aiden Crane, who’s a
guard.

Crane, Sherblom,
Quartarone, Dilling, and
Patchen were the five start-
ers in the home scrimmaged
against the Ware Indians.

“The starting positions
are earned at practice,”
Dextradeur said. “Nothing
is guaranteed.”

The Indians are coached
by Gene Rich, who gradu-
ated from Quabbin and he
also played basketball for
Dextradeur.

Rounding out the var-
sity squad are sophomore
forward Collin Leclair,
and freshman guard Isaac
Patchen, who’s Brady’s
younger brother.

The Panthers were
scheduled to begin the reg-
ular season with two road
games against Leicester and
Lunenburg before hosting
Hudson in the home opener
on Friday night.

Quabbin is a member of
the Mid-Wach C Division,
along with Lunenburg,
Hudson, Clinton, Maynard
and Tyngsborough,

“All of our league games
will be very challenging.
The other five teams quali-
fied for the state tournament
last year,” Dextradeur said.
“There are a lot of talented
players in our league.”

The Panthers assistant
coaches are Jason Ayer,
Steve Carrington, and Nick
Farrell.

Railers score win
over Pirates

PORTLAND, ME - The
Portland Pirates ruined a
lot of nights for
the Worcester
IceCats and
Sharks
through the
decades.

The Railers
got some revenge
here Saturday eve-
ning by beating the
Pirates, 4-2, in front of
4,803 fans as the Maine
Mariners did a nostalgia
game playing as the old
AHL team.

The game went down
to the final minutes with
Worcester clinching it on
Drew Callin’s empty net
goal with 26 seconds left
in the third period. It was a
2-2 game with less than 10
minutes to go in the third,
then Ryan Miotto broke the
tie with a great wrist shot
from the left circle at 10:25.

Cole Donhauser and
Matt DeMelis had the other
Railers goals. Max Andreev
and Robert Cronin scored
for the Pirates. Once again
Worcester got splendid
goaltending from Parker
Gahagen who stopped 32 of
34 shots.

It was an outcome
that could easily have
been reversed except that
Worcester refused to give
in.

“I think we stuck with
a lot of our game plan,”
coach Nick Tuzzolino said.
“We got put back on our
heels a little bit at the start

of the second period after

a pretty good first period

but I thought
we responded
well.”

The victo-
ry allowed the
Railers to finish
a seven-game
road trip with
a 4-2-1 record.
They earned nine

of a possible 14 points,
a .643 pace. Worcester is
9-3-1in its last 13 games.

The first period was
played at a yellow light
pace and ended 0-0
although Worcester out-
shot the home team, 13-7.
Things quickened in the
second and intensified just
before the clock hit the
game’s midway point.

The Railers were a man
short when they developed
a 3 on 1. They crashed the
Maine zone but proba-
bly got in too deep. Ross
Mitton was the last man to
touch the puck but had no
room to beat goalie Brad
Arvanitis.

On cue, the Mariners
came back with an odd-man
rush of their own. They
finished this one well with
Andreev firing 20-footer
under the crossbar from the
left circle.

Worcester did not trail
for long.

Donhauser stole the
puck at center ice and out-

Please see RAILERS,
page 13

Thunderbirds get clutch goals for win over Utica Comets

UTICA, N.Y. - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(7-11-3-2) received a pair
of clutch, tie-breaking
goals in the final period en
route to a 3-2 win over the
Utica Comets (5-14-3-1)
on Saturday night inside
Adirondack Bank Center.

For a second straight road
contest, the T-Birds had to
lean on their goaltender in
the opening period, as Georgi
Romanov was a frequent-
ly-tested goalie, making 14
saves in the opening period,
including a flashy left pad

save on an in-tight chance
from Utica captain Ryan
Schmelzer on the first shift of
the night.

Springfield had the
lone power play in the first,
but instead, Romanov was
pressed into duty again, to
which the Russian backstop
answered the bell with a 2-on-
1 denial on Nathan Legare.

The Comets’ efforts finally
led to a breakthrough at 6:14
of the second as Dylan Wendt
slid a pass to a streaking
Jonathan Gruden, who threw
a forehander over Romanov’s

shoulder from the left side to
give Utica the 1-0 advantage.

Just over six minutes later,
Springfield equalized as
Chris Wagner drove the puck
down the left wing to the goal
before stuffing a forehander
through Nico Daws to make
it 1-1 at 12:39. The goal was
Wagner’s fifth in his last six
games.

As the game entered the
third, the T-Birds were about
to receive two clutch connec-
tions from a pair of rookies.
First, Nikita Susuev netted his
first AHL goal, as he swooped

to a rebound behind Daws’
net before wrapping it around
to the right post and behind
the Comet netminder to give
Springfield a 2-1 lead just
1:48 into the third.

Lenni Hameenaho swiftly
got Utica back to a tie score at
4:09, as he unleashed a wick-
ed one-time slapper through
Romanov’s stick side, bring-
ing the game to a 2-2 dead-
lock.

One more time, though,
the T-Birds had a rebuttal,
this time from Marc-Andre
Gaudet, who uncorked a slap

shot that ricocheted off a
Utica defender before bounc-
ing behind Daws at 8:47 for
the go-ahead goal, 3-2.

Romanov and the
Springfield defense battened
down the hatches from there,
killing off a Utica power play
and receiving numerous shot
blocks in the closing minutes,
including a clutch denial by
Alek Kaskimaki in the dying
seconds. Romanov improved
to 2-0 for the season against
Utica, stopping 65 of 67
Comets shots over his two
victories.
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half,” Rich added. “We’ll be
a much better team in a cou-
ple of weeks.”

It was the first meeting on
the hardwood between the
two squads since Frontier
defeated Ware, 46-36, at the
beginning of the 2019-20
regular season.

The Indians also lost their
season opening game for the
first time since suffering a
49-46 home loss to Mount
Everett three years ago.

In this year’s season
opener, Gaudreau scored 13
of his team-high 15 points
during the opening half.

Guimond finished the
game with 14 points.

“Brady and Jack are very
coachable basketball play-
ers,” Rich said. “I think Jack
has a very good opportunity
to score 1,000 career points
this year. Brady will need to
average more than twenty
points per game to reach the
milestone.”

Kanozek also reached
double digits with 10 points.

The Indians other seniors
are Brodie Koczur, Sean
Bernier, Aidan Montone, and
Alex Orsulak.

“I really enjoy working
with the seniors,” said Rich,
who’s beginning his 10th
season as the Indians varsity
coach. “They have positive
attitudes.”

Junior Dalton Marquis
checked in with 7 points for
the home team.

The Indians built a 16-6

Jack Gaudreau looks to avoid a blocker before shooting.

lead with 2:20 left in the
opening quarter following a
Guimond lay-up. He scored
11 of the Indians first 16
points. Gaudreau and Koczur
combined to score the other
four points.

Ware entered the second

quarter holding a 20-14 lead.

The home team led by
ten points (27-17) again with
5:30 remaining in the first
half following a Gaudreau
jumper in the lane.

With a little more than
three minutes left in the

Alex Orszulak sends a pass away.

opening half, Orsulak hit a
base-line jumper giving his
team a 31-25 lead. It was
Orsulak’s only points of
the game. He’s also a very
good football player and was
recently named MVP of the
Inter-County football league.
The Indians held a slim
35-31 halftime lead.
Millette, who scored 13
first half points, gave the
Red Hawks the lead for the
first time at 39-37 with an
inside basket three minutes
into the third quarter.
Millette took over the
spotlight in the second half,

as he helped the visiting
squad build a 50-44 lead
entering the final eight min-
utes.

The Indians couldn’t
catch-up, as they were out-
scored, 21-10 down the
stretch.

Ware is scheduled to play
two road games this week
before returning home to
battle Bi-County East rival
Monson on Monday night.
The Indians are also sched-
uled to host Mahar Regional
the following night.

Candlepin
League News

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Bondsville
League

WARE - The Bondsville
League at Roll-A-Way Lanes
is 15 weeks into their season
as the holidays are approach-
ing.

Fire Mountain is in first
place with a record of 65.5-
39.5. Sandri is close by in
second place with a record
of 64-41. Night Hawks are in
third place with a record of
62-43 as they try to close the
gap with Fire Mountain, who
have been leading almost all
season.

In week 15, Zeke’s Freaks
bowled against Ironmen. In
game one, Zeke’s Freaks
took the lead early and won
by a score of 476-452. Zeke
Sicard of Zeke’s Freaks
bowled over his league aver-
age with 105. Ryan Drago
of Ironmen scored 128 in a
losing effort in game one.

In game two, Ironmen
bounced back with a win of
their own, 481-433. Billy
Brunk of Ironmen bowled
well with 124 and Jason
Swistak bowled 112.

In game three, Ironmen
and Zeke’s Freaks tied, 466-
466. Brunk finished strong
with 140 and a three-game
series of 362. Drago finished
with 122 and a series of 352.
As a result of the tie, each
team received one point. The
final score was 1399-1375 in
favor of Ironmen.

Slow Burners bowled
against Cannonballs during
week 15. In game one,
Cannonballs defeated Slow
Burners by a score of 463-
408.

In game two, Cannonballs
won again by a score of
467-436. Suzie Czarnecki
of Cannonballs bowled well
with 110 during the team’s
second straight win over
Slow Burners.

In game three,
Cannonballs and Slow
Burners tied, 452-452.
Cannonballs won six points
out of seven and total pin-
fall by a final score of 1382-
1296.

P&J Meats bowled against
#1 seed Fire Mountain in
week 15. In game one, P&J
Meats pulled off the upset
with a huge win over Fire
Mountain, 526-481. Three
out of four bowlers of P&J
Meats scored in the 110s,
119 by Kristy Temple, 113
by Paige Stabach, and 116 by
Shaun Midura.

In game two, Fire
Mountain won by a score of
482-477. Midura remained
consistent and scored 116
again. Rick Trott of Fire
Mountain had the highest
game on his team with 107.

In game three, Fire
Mountain scored big and
won 506-485. Gary Delisle
of Fire Mountain bowled a
108 and a series of 331.
Trott scored 110 and a series
of 321. The final score was
1488-1469 in favor of P&J
Meats.

Sandri bowled against
Flaming Bowling Balls
in week 15. In game one,
Flaming Bowling Balls
won by a score of 478-450.
Steve McCarthy of Flaming
Bowling Balls had the high-
est game on his team with
110.

In game two, Flaming
Bowling Balls won again
by a score of 462-458. Ryan
McCarthy scored 109 during
the team’s victory over
Sandri.

In game three, Sandri won
by a score of 536-447. Every
bowler of Sandri was over
100 with Ron Gouin having
the highest score of 130. Don
Paulus of Flaming Bowling
Balls had the best game on
his team with 122. The final
score was 1444-1387 in favor
of Sandri.



Church hosted
16th nativity
display

By Paula Ouimette
Editor
pouimette @turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD -
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints host-
ed its 16th “Nativities From
Around the World” display
over four days the first week
of December.

Featuring over 700 nativ-
ity displays from church and
community members, this free
event brought warmth and a
feeling of peace to all who
experienced it.

Walking through the doors
of the church, you were greet-
ed by church members who
directed you to the first of six
rooms decorated with nativ-
ities.

The first two rooms fea-
tured the collection owned
by the Alt family of Barre.
Glen and Joyce have been
participating in their church’s
“Nativities From Around the
World” for over 10 years,
having started when their
oldest daughter, Jessie, urged
them to take part.

“We have like 250 on dis-
play and more at home,” Glen
said.

Joyce said her husband
is more of the collector of
nativities in their household,
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Turley Photos by Derick Veliz
This nativity scene featured the holy family inside the

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in North
Brookfield held its 16th “Nativities From Around the World”
event over four days. This annual event celebrates the birth

word “peace.”

and that he always displays
each one at least once before
packing it up for this event.
Glen said he gets most of his
nativities from garage sales
and thrift stores, and has also
received many as gifts.

“Some were rescued from
the trash,” he said.

Joyce said one of their
favorite nativities in their col-
lection is one that they found
at an estate sale at the home
of a former doctor in their
town. She said it was the sec-
ond nativity their family ever
bought.

“My asking for a nativity
turned into this,” Joyce said
laughingly, gesturing to the
display in the room.

Joyce said that each of
the nativities displayed at
“Nativities From Around the
World” is unique, but that
they all capture the same

These hand-painted fig-
ures of Joseph and Mary
embraced baby Jesus.

event — the birth of Jesus
Christ.

Joyce said she tends to
like simply nativity scenes
the most, and she pointed out
several special ones in their

of Jesus Christ with a display of over 700 nativity scenes.

The Little Drummer Boy announced the arrival of Jesus

Christ in this nativity scene.

collection. One featured the
holy family being covered by
an angel in robes, and another
is made out of paper.

The Alts also have nativ-
ities made by well-known
artists, including Thomas
Kinkade and Jim Shore. The
nativity made by Shore is also

a music box.

Glen and Joyce said they
were able to purchase the
music box nativity at a yard
sale for only $2, after anoth-
er person looking at it before
them had accidentally broken
it.

Glen said many people
came through “Nativities
From Around the World” this
year, especially on Friday
night to hear the music of
the Weir River Concert Band
and Spirit and Grace. People
have also been very generous
in dropping off nonperish-
able food items to support the
local food pantries.

Joyce recalled one woman
who attended the event crying
tears of joy, because she saw a
nativity just like one she had
as a child.

The other rooms at the
church contained the exten-
sive collections of event
founders Karen Dusty and
Gail Ann Anderson, as well
as nativities belonging to their
family members, other church
members and community
members.

About the church

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints in North
Brookfield got its start meet-
ing in the room of a mem-
ber’s home in Spencer. As its
membership grew, the church
moved into another home, and
then a storefront next to the
town hall.

The church building was
constructed over 20 years
ago and draws members from
North Brookfield, Spencer,
Barre, Warren, Hardwick and
many other towns.

For more information, visit
www.churchofjesuschrist.
org, click on “Find a Church”
and search for the closest
location. You can also fol-
low the church on Facebook
as “North Brookfield The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.”

'CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY!

YOUR LOCAL, TRUSTED,
RELIABLE, DEPENDABLE...

JC.POOL

1 TREE SERVICE 2 SWIMMING POOLS

108 Main St.
(Rt. 32)
South Barre

HOME
PROs

3 INSURANCE
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Me Care & Removal
David Hamlin 413.668.6560
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PAINTING & PAPERING

7« 508-882-3913

 978-355-6465
VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD

Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools

In-Ground Liner Replacements ¢ Heaters
Service ® Chemicals & Supplies ® Water Testing

5 HEATING OIL & A/C

www.moultoninsurance.com ¢ BUSINESS
MouLton
— * HOME

Insurance Agency L o e LIFE

Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing

% f I " Ware Belchertown
ﬁ Safety Insurance™ 1,3westst. 45 N. Main St.
AUTO = HOME = BUSINESS 413-967-3327 413_323_7229

6 PLUMBING & HEATING

Residential *« Commercial ® Industrial

REELT

p-...-nr g mescd Hsating, bno

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU
CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES

www.becplumbing.com

warren, A 413-436-0076  ware, ma 413-967-0076

SABLACK

PAINTING & PAPERING
Professional Workmanship
Interior & Exterior ® Residential & Commercial

PAPER HANGING ® DRYWALL SERVICE ® CERAMIC TILE
FRrEE ESTIMATES ® FuLLY INSURED

Warren, MA (508) 868-7312
7 HOME, YARD, GARAGE

WICK FARjy,
ﬁbg‘p CO-OP 2,
=~ Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031

‘ramims | 413-477-6913 « www.hardwickfarmers.net
Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM

For All Your Yard, Garden & Garage Needs

O

508.867.7447 * ShermanOQOil.com
CHECK YOUR A/C TODAY & BEAT THE HEAT!

“ Park Saw Shop

413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132

Become A Member & Save Money!

SHERMAN OIL

Ensuring Comfort and Service Since 1962

* FUEL ° SERVICE 24/7
* INSTALLATION ¢ AIR CONDITIONING

8 LOGGING

LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY
Shipping Can Be Arranged - Rentals Available

1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-4pm - Sat. 7am-Noon

STIHL  ®Husqvarna {
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-

413-824-0731. as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
Buying standing timber, signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
paying good money. tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or

FIREWOOD entire estate.

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless

Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882- Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.

0178 We load it & take it.

| wANTED [t
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

A B Hauling and

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, BSOS Sorvics

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2**x¥xx+%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

fﬁrr | 4

2
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EAR
ADLINE
In observance of NNIEW VYEAR’S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an

EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

v

A TURLEY PUBLICATION

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LAWNMOWER

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only ~Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

G

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\

Handyman Services

Framing * Drywall «
Painting * & more!

or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
1 2 3 4
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9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard a VISA 2 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

&
hﬂ

o

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON
) o
NEW BRANTREE.

BROOKFELD

et
GROOKFIELD

BRIFELD

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.
Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

VETERANS’ SERVICE
OFFICER POSITION

The Town of Sturbridge is accepting ap-
plications to fill the part-time, 10 hours per
week, Veteran' Service Officer position.
The position will act as a Veterans’ Agent
and thus requires all appropriate State and
Federal certification.
Applications are available on-line on the
Town of Sturbridge website under job op-
portunities.
https://www.sturbridge.gov/
your-government/pages/
job-opportunities
The position is non-union and reports to
the Town Administrator. The Town is an
Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE).

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscrive Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069




BIRDS from page 4

Bird bath visitors

The Brimfield resident
said he went looking for
his bird bath heater and
could not find it.

He said, “Eventually I
did find it, in the bird bath.
It wasn’t connected and
grass had grown over the
cord so I couldn’t see it,
but dug around and even-
tually found the cord, got
it plugged in and now the
bath isn’t freezing.”

He has a trail camera
near the bird bath. Lots
of birds are using the
bird bath, mostly to get
a drink. Birds coming
to the bird bath include
blue jay, Carolina wren,
cardinal, cedar waxwing
(six), chickadee, gold-
finch, mourning dove,
robin (three), titmouse and
white-throated sparrow.

He said, “Robins took
a bath but when it was
warmer, temperature in the
upper 40s. Junco are the
only cold weather bath-
ers.” Mammals seen at
the bird bath are opossum,
raccoon, mouse at least
two and a mole.

He thinks the tub he
uses for the bird bath has
a leak because the water
level goes down and he
has to refill it ever couple
of day. He said, “The local
pond are now frozen. We
did a few trips around the
area and never saw any
migrating ducks, just mal-
lards and Canada geese.

Helping birds

Birds are attracted
to water during winter
months. They do not bath
when temperatures are
below freezing, but they
do take a drink. A source
of unfrozen water will
attract birds.

Providing wild birds
with clean drinking water
is helpful. However, pro-
viding a roomy bathing
area that stays thawed
even in severely-cold
weather can be harm-
ful in some cases. Before
heating devices kept bird-
baths ice free, birds could
bathe in naturally-melted
water and be able to fly
off without their feath-
ers freezing. According
to the blog Cool Green
Science-Stories of The
Nature Conservancy, birds
bathing while air tem-
peratures are frigid risk
harm due to frozen feath-
ers: https://blog.nature.
org/2022/01/31/should-
you-provide-birds-water-
in-winter/.

The article suggests
modifying heated bird-
baths so that birds can
safely drink, but not bathe.
A metal heating element
that keeps a small section
of the birdbath thawed
works well. People, who
have bird feeders or sim-
ple feeding stations may
add shallow unbreakable
container around. the area.
Yes, it can be labor-inten-
sive, but they can easily
pour water into them (hot
water when it’s below
freezing) and provide
fresh water for at least a
short period of time. As a
source of drinking water,
the containers can be
filled with pebbles that
will form small pockets of
water where birds can get
a drink of water.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling
me at 413-967-3505, leav-
ing a message at extension
100, emailing myback-
vard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.

December 18, 2025, Ware River News, Page 13

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 8 Bellevue Avenue
Extension, Ware, Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given
by Wendy Theresa Sprous to
Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. (“MERS”),
as mortgagee, as nominee for
Fairway Independent Mortgage
Corporation, its successors and
assigns and now held by Lakev-
iew Loan Servicing, LLC, said
mortgage dated July 12, 2019,
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 13320, Page 210, as af-
fected by an Assignment of
Mortgage dated May 31, 2025,
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 15434, Page 293, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing
the same will be sold at Public
Auction on December 30, 2025
at 10:00 AM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singular
the premises described in said
mortgage, to wit:

THE LAND WITH THE
BUILDINGS IN  WARE,
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS, BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBED AS

FOLLOWS:

PARCEL 1:

SITUATED AT THE
NORTHERLY SIDE OF
BELLEVUE AVENUE, SO
CALLED; BEGINNING

AT AN IRON PIN ON THE
NORTHERLY LINE OF BEL-
LEVUE AVENUE; THENCE
NORTHERLY ONE HUN-
DRED FEET MORE OR LESS
TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE
EASTERLY FORTY-EIGHT
FEET TO AN IRON PIN AND
LAND NOW OR FORMER-
LY OF STUART; THENCE
SOUTHERLY ON THE LINE
OF STUART'S LAND, ONE
HUNDRED FEET MORE OR
LESS TO AN IRON PIN ON
THE NORTHERLY LINE OF
SAID BELLEVUE AVENUE;
THENCE WESTERLY ON
BELLEVUE AVENUE, FOR-
TY-EIGHT FEET MORE OR
LESS TO THE PLACE OF THE
BEGINNING, CONTAINING
MORE OR LESS WITH THE
BUILDINGS THEREON.

PARCEL 2:

A CERTAIN TRACT OF
LAND SITUATE IN SAID
WARE, BOUNDED AND DE-

SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT THE
SOUTHEASTERLY COR-

NER OF LAND FORMER-
LY OF A. W. LINCOLN, ON
THE NORTHERLY SIDE OF
A STREET COMMONLY
CALLED BELLEVUE AV-
ENUE EXTENSION RUN-
NING FROM ASPEN STREET
TO BELLEVUE AVENUE;
THENCE EASTERLY ON
SAID STREET THIRTY-NINE
(39) FEET TO OTHER LAND
NOW OR FORMERLY OF
LOTTIE M. FOUNTAIN,

RAILERS from page 10

skated a pair of defenders. He
made a little move between
the circles and as Arvanitis
reacted, Donhauser put a
short shot between his pads.

DeMelis gave the Railers
a 2-1 lead at 5:41 of the third
period, scoring from in close.
Cronin tied it on a power play
at 9:12. Once again Worcester
responded quickly as Miotto
hit the top far corner from the
left circle at 10:25.

The home team pressed
but Gahegan shut them down
until the buzzer sounded.

The two Worcester AHL
teams had played the Pirates
many times through the years
and it was a very intense
rivalry. Including play-
off games, they battled 206
times. Worcester’s record was
91-86-29. The IceCats were
43-45-16, the Sharks 44-37-
13.

The city’s AHL teams
were 36-45-18 in what is cur-
rently called Cross Arena.

The American Hockey
League won’t put this one in
the standings, but the Railers
were very happy to issue
some payback for their pre-
decessors.

THENCE NORTHERLY IN
A LINE PARALLEL WITH
THE  WESTERLY LINE
OF BELLEVUE AVENUE
ALONG OTHER LAND NOW
OR FORMERLY OF SAID
FOUNTAIN ONE HUNDRED
TWO (102) FEET; THENCE
WESTERLY ON LAND FOR-
MERLY OF JOSEPH DUMAS,
JR., THIRTY-NINE (39) FEET
TO OTHER LAND OF FRAN-
CIS R. BULLAN ET UX,
GRANTORS HEREIN;

THENCE SOUTHERLY ON
OTHER LAND OF SAID BUL-
LAN ONE HUNDRED TWO
(102) FEET TO THE PLACE
OF BEGINNING.

BEING THE SAME PREM-
ISES CONVEYED TO THE
MORTGAGOR BY DEED RE-
CORDED HEREWITH.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see
deed dated July 11, 2019, and
recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 13320, Page 206.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, en-
cumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and as-
sessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mort-
gage above described.

TEN THOUSAND
($10,000.00) Dollars of the pur-
chase price must be paid by a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the pur-
chaser. The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid by a
certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within for-
ty-five (45) days after the date
of sale.

Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
275 West Natick Road,
Suite 500
Warwick, RI 02886
Attorney for Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.: 25-03560

12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2025

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 88 West Street,
Ware, Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
Thomas Hubbard to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee, as
nominee for Norwich Commer-
cial Group, Inc. d/b/a TPOGO its
successors and assigns and now
held by Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration, said mortgage dated
March 22, 2024, and recorded in
the Hampshire County Registry

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the

of Deeds in Book 15094, Page
194, as affected by an Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated Decem-
ber 23, 2024, and recorded in the
Hampshire County Registry of
Deeds in Book 15314, Page 312,
as affected by an Assignment of
Mortgage dated August 6, 2025,
and recorded in the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 15496, Page 282, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing
the same will be sold at Public
Auction on January 8, 2026 at
11:00 AM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:

Certain pieces of real estate
situated in WARE, Hampshire
County, Massachusetts, known
and designated as 88 West Street,
being more particularly bounded
and described as follows: Begin-
ning at the northwesterly corner
of the tract herein conveyed at an
iron pin on the southerly side of
said street; thence SOUTHERLY
on line of land formerly of the
Murdock Estate about one hun-
dred (100) feet to land formerly
belonging to the P.J. Crowe Es-
tate; thence EASTERLY on land
formerly of the PJ. Crowe Es-
tate about fifty (50) feet to land
formerly of Fred Burge; thence
NORTHERLY on land former-
ly of Fred Burge one hundred
(100) feet to West Street; thence
WESTERLY on West Street to
the place of beginning.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage
shall control in the event of a
typographical error in this pub-
lication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated March 11, 2024, and re-
corded in the Hampshire Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
15091, Page 191.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to all liens, encum-
brances, unpaid taxes, tax titles,
municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence
over the said mortgage above de-
scribed.

TENTHOUSAND ($10,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price
must be paid by a certified check,
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s
check at the time and place of the
sale by the purchaser. The bal-
ance of the purchase price shall
be paid by a certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check
within forty-five (45) days after
the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.

275 West Natick Road,

Suite 500

Warwick, RI 02886

Attorney for

Freedom Mortgage Corporation

Present Holder of the Mortgage
Telephone: (401) 234-9200
MLG File No.: 25-01046

12/18, 12/25/2025, 01/01/2025

Town of Hardwick

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Under the provisions of the
General Laws of Massachusetts,
Chapter 166, and any additions
or amendments thereto; please
be advised that at their meeting
on Monday, January 12, 2026,
at 6:30 p.m., at the Municipal
Office Building, 307 Main Street,
Gilbertville, MA 01031, the
Hardwick Select Board will con-
sider a request to give permission
to Massachusetts Electric Com-
pany d/b/a National Grid and
Verizon New England, Inc, to lo-
cate poles, wires, and fixtures, in-
cluding the necessary sustaining
and protecting fixtures, along and
across the following public way:

Barre Road- National Grid to
install 1 SO pole beginning at
a point approximately 66 feet
southwest of the centerline of the
intersection of Pine Street.
12/18/2025

Notice of
Sale of Motor Vehicle

Under G.L. c. 255, Section 39A

Notice is hereby given by
REGIN’S REPAIR 19 CHURCH
ST GILBERTVILLE, MA
01031, pursuant to the provisions
of G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that
on 12/30/25 at 10:00AM at:
Regin’s Repair 19 Church St Gil-
bertville, MA 01031 by private
sale, the following Motor Vehicle
will be sold to satisfy the garage
keepers lien thereon for storage,
towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said ve-
hicle

2009 Subaru Forester
Registration#/State: 3KZD21/
MA

VIN: JF2SH63649H711995
Name and address of owner:
Bradley Thane

27 Morse Ave., Apt. 1

Ware, MA01082

2017 Yamaha YZFR3
Motorcycle
Registration#/State: none
VIN: MH3RHO06YXHKO017063
Name and address of owner:
Misael Enamorado Ramos
27 Studley Ave.
Brockton, MA 02301
Maya Gidopoulos &
Dennzel Davis
20 Sorel Rd.
Ware, MA 01082
By: James M. Regin
Dated: 12/8/2025
This notice has been given un-
der the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
Section 39A
12/11, 12/18, 12/25/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD98P0392GR1
In the interests of:
Tanya Krutka
Of: Ware, MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION TO EXPAND
THE POWERS OF A
GUARDIAN

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by
Kelly Kobylanski of Ware, MA
in the above captioned matter
requesting that the court:

Expand the powers of a
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court
to make a determination that the
powers of the Guardian and/or
Conservator should be expand-
ed, modified, or limited since
the time of the appointment. The
original petition is on file with
the court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 a.m. on the return date of
12/29/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 01, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/18/2025
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EADLINES

' FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

< Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to runin =
[ TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025: fir

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
e Country Journal ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
e Agawam Advertiser News
e Sentinel ® Quaboag Current e The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue =
e Ware River News e Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
e Town Reminder e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

i e

)

b

o

i = TURLEY PUBLICATIONS .. WA
notice, or as the st 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 " S
Iaw"?en;ands- E:-‘-"' ‘eﬁ: 413-283-8393 » www.turley.com -
ank you. R, i
y e PN T -

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Your BUYLINE CONNECTION

BUYING OR SELLING....
?“ST R040 WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU!

CHRISTMAS SALE!!!

TOY CLEARANCE SALE! T ® www.PostRoadRealty.com .
SAVEUPTO 70% 1! GET READY FOR SUMMER! - $674,900";

21-22 Beach Drive, West Brookfield, MA -

I Located on the fully recreational Lake Wickaboag in West
m Brookfield, this well-maintained 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath home ’
] offers serene lake views and a perfect lakeside retreat, situat- .*-""

The Optical ohop

at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center

“The Finest Quality at Reasonable Prices”

S The Most
ed on a peaceful dead-end street for added privacy. The home 1 o
GI ANT APPLI ANcE REB ATESI I ' features hardwood floors on the 1st level and an open con- n Advanced Lens
cept design, ideal for entertaining. Two sliders open to a large . .
JuU deck, perfect for enjoying the outdoors. The primary bedroom h:-;llr '1 | T DeSIgns Avallable
M ATT R E ss s AL E ey has a slider to a private deck overlooking the lake, plus dual g
EEE closets. The boat house includes a kitchenette, bathroom, and % Frames to Fit Any Budget
] sliders leading to a deck with stunning lake views, providing E‘i‘
G IAN T To ' SE L E c.r I o N ] direct access to your private dock for easy boating access.

Large Selection of

TEEy The home also has a 2-car garage with ample parking space. This property offers the ulti-
SEE AD INSIDE!!! mate combination of comfort, style, and lakeside living, all in a private location. Don’t miss Designer Frames
this incredible opportunity to own a slice of paradise on Lake Wickaboag!
g WHITCO ¢ = [ For All Ages

Cassie Paolucci Follow us on

% 140 Maiq St., Spencer n - Facebook
et e tomm | | 774-200-3523 Bus T; SUNGLASSES

Maui Jim « Ray Ban

|
° 1504 N. Main St., Palmer, MA 362 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA

NTAIN Countl"y Canine 413-283-3511 413-589-1806

[ Expert guidance in selecting the right frame with the best fit
0 U a“d é ons, K E N N E L S & lenses for every lifestyle.

Construction Company INCORPORATED ||  —
¢ Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction BO a rd ’ n g
i ]

¢ Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand

it S s s Grooming, Daycare | |: = :
% Boarding starting at $40 a night | | — - Subscribe Today!
177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 a Daycare starting at $26 a da

413-436-5705 - www.fountainandsons.com * y . g . y 413.283.8393 * newspapers.turley.com

84 Greenwich Plains Road 12 HOMETOWN
Bl Gidei. Ware, MA 01082 NEWSPAPERS urle b

2] WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR (413) 277-0334 Office Phone 24 Water St., Palmer
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! countrycaninekennels@gmail.com 80 Main St., Ware PUbhcat'OnS Inc

LANDSCAPE STONE
White ¢ Blue ¢ Purple * Red
Lt Gray ¢ Dark Gray * Beige ¢ Rip Rap

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

23 Summer Street . 508-637-1577 "

|
. - . North Brookfield Tues.-Sat. 8am-2pm |

Construction Stone e Title V & Preshy Septic Sand I
Concrete Sand * Chicken Coop Sand e Utility Sand j MAO01535 % Sun. 9am-2pm |
Pool Liner Sand  Stone Dust e Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel I + COFFEE -
Crushed Asphalt » Crushed Concrete » Cold Patch N 1
Homeowner Friendly * No Minimums R— . I GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS |
3) PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! In-House Fresh Bakery ~ | * BREAKFAST SANDWICHES I
o6 o pencer . Spercer All Occasion Cake I soups -
ggg_ggg_g 1 gg Cupcakes and Cookies : < COOKIES I

5-859- Every Month Special Treat Box + MUFFINS
> Sand, Gravel & Asphalt & = Available For Sale at the Cafe | & PASTRIES :
% Future Events I I
1 | . . .

e ggﬂ;ﬁf;;‘;ﬂeﬁ_wur ; Bring in entire ad for one FREE Beverage 1
dventure fourns (7 1/@/“/“( fl 162258 @ with purchase of a baked good. Tues.-Thurs. 8am-10am |
’ /h re the Ac (( 4 A 508 637 1577 .L I I - |

Happy * =
i Holidays! " =
bR~ .n e Il h
: . ""L NO ENTRANCE FEE
Moblle Home located in Waterwheel V||Iage Brand New Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village at TR
at 31 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This 37 Gauthier Rd., Barre. This is a 55 and better community. — NO ENTRANCE FEE

is a 55 and better community. This home This home features an open kitchen/living room concept,
includes a wonderful floor plan with very perfect for family gatherings. Two large bedrooms on
spacious rooms. Master bedroom includes opposite ends of the home. Master bedroom has a
a walk-in closet. Two full bathrooms. A walk-in closet and large attached bathroom. Just off the

Mobile Home located in Waterwheel Village
at 32 Edward Lane, Barre, MA 01005. This
is a 55 and better community. Includes large
carport and two large garden sheds. Approx.

May 24....8-Da Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699 four-season sunroom is off the kitchen. kitchen is a laundry area with door leading to back deck ;

junye 9-12 4- Daz Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $899 Includes two large woodsheds and a metal and yard. There is a monthly HOA fee which includes lSI\gg?iS%:]eaOE],OMOLOS 2‘47':;39%%%'39 $139,900.
June 27....Lake George Cruise & LUNCh c.oooeeerresssssccnns $185 garage you can park under to fend off winter - water, sewage, rubbish removal, and taxes. All exterior g :

July1 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise......from $1699 weather. Asking $288,000. See listing on and |.nt§zr|or doorways are 36” wide. Asking $194,000. caa T I
Aug 30.... 8-Day NoVa SCotia CrUiSe ............. from $1699 MLS # 734331 98 See listing on MLS # 73397436 oday.

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

978-355-3454
RE ALTY Real Estate Broker and Owner paulraymondvarney@gmail.com

WATERWHEEL Paul Varney Sr, 978-355-4438

1 Main Street
H\ Ware, MA 01082
N / 413-277-0009
HAMNA'S ON MAIN www.hannasonmain.com

Mon & Tues Functions Only « Wed & Thurs 1100 AM- 9PM
Fri & Sat 11:00 AM - 10pm + Sun 84M - SPM

We Are Open For Breakfast

E Sunday 8am - 12 i I
very Sunday 8am - 12pm Complete Catering Services

GraduationSBL;:QS:IE;”;:?niversaries For Your New Yea rs Eve Celebration

Birthdays * Retirements » Reunions f@é ul C&; ZJZ@ WW Wg"

Delivery Available

Function Room Available

GREAT PLACE T0 WATCH A FOOTBALL GAME! OPEN FOR LUNCH Wednesday - Friday at 11:00Am | K.E"..uu "

60 PATS! Dinner Served
ﬂ Wednesday - Friday at 11:00 AM + Saturday from 11AM- 10:00PM sssscsssssssee
Sunday from 12PM - 9PM




