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Property tax rates to drop, 
but bills will increase
Home values continue to 
rise, resulting in an overall 
increase in most tax bills 
for fiscal 2023

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The City Coun-
cil unanimously approved the 
tax rates for the fiscal 2023, go-
ing with a $1.59 tax shift, slightly 
more in favor of residents. 

Like previous years, residents 
will pay higher bills to meet a 
higher tax levy, though the im-
pact will be minimized by a lower 
tax rate in the coming year.

Sapelli presented his proposal 
for the tax shift during a public 
hearing last Monday night. 

He recommended a shift from 
$1.58 to $1.59 for fiscal 2023 to 

help struggling residents. The 
rate would be $15.78, down 33 
cents per $1,000 valuation on real 
property from last year. 

The average home property 
tax bill will still likely go up due 
to rising home values, but com-
pared to last year’s average in-
crease of $244, the average tax bill 
will rise about $182 for the year.

Sapelli was sure to consider 
the impact on businesses, keep-
ing the impact minimal.

“It’s very easy to lose sight that 
the businesses help offset our 
tax rate,” Sapelli said. “We always 
have that challenge of trying to be 
fair to both sides.”

The average business will see a 
$196 rise in property tax bills.

Sapelli and Town Assessor 
Carolyn Reed said the proposed 
shift is a good balance for the 
taxpayers and will keep Agawam 
at one of the lowest rates in the 

region for both residential and 
commercial/industrial property.

“The shift provides continued 
opportunity for businesses to 
thrive while providing additional 
support to residential taxpayers,” 
Reed said in her presentation.

Residents have been facing 
increased costs across the board, 
including fuel, energy, and food 
due to inflation.

The budget is set in June, and 
that defines the tax levy at this 
time of the year once numbers 
are certified by the Department 
of Revenue in the fall. 

During her presentation, Reed 
shared Agawam was the second 
lowest tax rate in the area during 
the past year. For many years, it 
was the lowest, but West Spring-
field’s residential rate of $15.76 for 
fiscal 2022 beat Agawam’s $16.11. 

Get Boosted campaign gives 
$75 gift cards to get vaccinated

By Dalton Zbierski
dzbierski@turley.com

BOSTON – The 
Department of Pub-
lic Health is giving 
residents a monetary 
incentive to get vac-
cinated or boosted 
for COVID-19 this 
winter. 

Select clinics 
throughout the state 
are giving away $75 
gift cards to Massachusetts res-
idents who receive a COVID-19 
vaccine or booster shot. 

Locally, one such clinic will 
occur at the Brimfield Senior 
Center on Main Street from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Dec. 15. Anoth-
er will be held at the RiverMills 
Center in Chicopee on West 
Main Street between 11:30 a.m. 

and 5 p.m. on Dec. 20. 
From 2-6 p.m. on Dec. 20, an-

other will occur at the 
Palmer Public Library 
on North Main Street.

Both children and 
adults are eligible for 
a gift card at these 
clinics. 

DPH Chief Med-
ical Officer Estevan 
Garcia said the state 
has been looking at 
ways to encourage 

residents to get vaccinated and 
boosted since the beginning of 
the pandemic. 

This year, the department 
committed to making gift cards 
available, knowing it had poten-
tial to “sway folks into coming 
and getting vaccinated,” Garcia 
said, adding that gift cards vary 
per clinic. 

The Get Boosted campaign 
was launched officially in Octo-
ber, and the “initial clinic” oc-
curred on Nov. 26 at Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen & Pantry in Chi-
copee. 

“The response has been tre-
mendous. We’ve had almost 
24,000 doses that have been ad-
ministered during this time, and 
the vast majority are doses that 
are booster doses,” Garcia said. 

The campaign will run 
through the end of the calendar 
year. Residents are encouraged 
to search “COVID-19 Vaccine 
Equity Initiative” on mass.gov to 
discover when and where addi-
tional clinics are occurring. 

The campaign has several 
weeks left, but Garcia is excited 
to observe that already “it is real-
ly making a difference.” 

Police presence 
required for The Still

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – The City Coun-
cil approved the renewal of The 
Still Bar & Grill’s entertainment 
license, but subject to a restric-
tion likely stemming from a large 
fight earlier this year.

The fight, which resulted in 
three people being stabbed and 
more injured on a late August 
night at The Still, the City Coun-
cil and the Agawam Liquor Li-
cense Commission have placed 
restrictions on the liquor license 
renewals for the business, re-
quiring a police presence on Fri-
day and Saturday nights.

Last Monday night at the City 
Council meeting, Administrative 
Subcommittee Chair Councilor 
Robert Rossi said information 
was brought to his committee’s 

attention prompting the addi-
tional requirement of two po-
lice officers being present when 
there is entertainment.

“For reasons I don’t want to 
discuss publicly at this meeting,” 
Rossi said. “We are adding the 
amendment to the license.”

The approximately 30-person 
fight outside the bar in mid-Au-
gust that resulted in multiple 
injuries the stabbing was pub-
licized when it happened. No 
other known incidents occurred 
there.

Rossi said his committee de-
cided to act in conjunction with 
the Liquor License Commission, 
but said how it is handled on 
their end is their decision.

“We do not control what the 
Liquor Commission does,” Rossi 
said. “But we do control the en-

RATES   ❙   page 10

POLICE   ❙   page 10 BOOSTED   ❙   page 10

60

CE
LEB

RATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
NSyears

Surprise Them With The 
Gifts They’ll Use!

Scan To View 
Holiday Deals In 

Our Mobile 

10 SPRINGFIELD ST  |  AGAWAM |  (413) 786-6776

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT ROCKYS.COM

Your Gift Giving Destination

Estevan Garcia

Season for giving

Lilette King, 4, makes a donation to the local food pantry at the Agawam High 
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10

See HUBBARDSTON, page 6
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Select Board
meets with school 
superintendent

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

HUBBARDSTON – Town 
Administrator Nathan Boudreau 
said everyone was very nice to him 
for his first week on the job.

He said in his report to the 
Select Board he met with most 
of the department heads with the 
exception of the Accountant, Fire 
Chief and Veteran Agent. 

As well as meeting with those 
three employees, he will met with 
chairs of town boards and commit-
tees next. 

He also met with Sandra Nason, 
treasurer/tax collector, who was 
acting town administrator, to dis-
cuss the budget. 

The Town Administrator said 
budgets from department and 
other filers are due the end of 
this month. He said he recom-
mended a 2% Cost of Living 
Adjustment for personnel and 
level funding for non-personnel 
line items. 

Boudreau said since his tenure 
was so new he did not make many 
suggestions. 

Meeting with school 
superintendent

The Select Board and Finance 
Committee met jointly Tuesday, 
Dec. 6 with Quabbin Regional 
School District Superintendent 
Sheila Muir. 

She handed out packets of 
information for Select Board and 
Finance Committee members as 
well sending email copies to them. 

She served on the Rural School 
Commission and in their report 
the commission made 36 recom-
mendations for consideration in 
this upcoming legislative session. 
She said several state legislators 
were working to craft legislation on 
some of the recommendations.

The most important would be to 
increase Rural School Aid to $60 
million; it currently is at $4 mil-
lion. Muir said 67 rural school dis-
tricts would qualify for the aid and 
the Quabbin District would receive 
around $5.5 million if the legisla-
tion passed. 

In  Fiscal  Year  23 QRSD 
received $379,602 in rural aid and 
in FY 22 it was $261,905. Quabbin 
qualifies as a Property 2 district 
as it serves more than 11 and not 
more than 21 students per square 
mile. 

She said the district used these 
funds to fund capital projects at 

By Carole Gariepy
     
PHILLIPSTON – Dorothy whirled 

through a tornado to get to Oz. 
Alice fell down a rabbit hole to get 

to Wonderland. Those were magical 
adventures. 

Well, Gerry and I had a magical 
Christmas adventure, and we just had 
to drive a few miles in our car to get 
there. 

It was to the Red Apple Farm, 455 
Highland Avenue, in Phillipston to 
see the winter lights. 

The Red Apple Farm is a popu-
lar New England destination that is 
enjoyed by all ages with acres of pink 
blossoms to delight the eye in the 
spring, a wide variety of apples ripen 
for picking in the summer, the beau-
tiful sunflower festival and the har-
vesting of pumpkins occur in the fall 
and then the farm rested in the winter 
until this year. 

Now the orchard is ablaze with 
lights, Christmas lights of all col-

Red Apple Farm lit up for Christmas

Photos by Carole Gariepy

Eli and Abigail Wisnewski of Oakham visit with Santa 
under an apple tree.Lights reflect in the pond.

New town administrator 
takes over the reins

Rutland selected by Smithsonian
Institution for six-week event

By Eric Goodhart
Correspondent 

   
RUTLAND – Since 1994 the 

Smithsonian in Washington, D.C., 
the world’s largest museum com-
plex, has co-sponsored nation-
wide programs to support towns 
with populations less than 12,000 
throughout the United States to 
celebrate their respective heritag-
es. 

Rutland is one of those towns. 
The theme that Rutland has been 
asked to prepare, free to the pub-
lic, is “Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America.”     

Rutland is coming off the very 
special 300-year anniversary of its 
incorporation in 1722. That event, 
organized by the Tricentennial 
Committee of Rutland was cele-
brated in June 2022. 

It is fortuitous that Rutland 
was selectively picked as one 
of the six communities with 
populations under 12,000 in 
Massachusetts to be part of the 
overall “Museum on Main Street” 
umbrella program, which encom-
passes the six-week event. 

It starts Sunday Dec. 18, and 
concludes Saturday, Jan. 28, 
2023. 

State Sen.Anne Gobi will 
formally kick off the very spe-
cial event at the Rutland Public 
Library at 4 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 19.  

Kerry Remington, Library 
Director since 2001 and her team 
have very interesting and educa-
tional programs planned for each 
of the six weeks. The first one is 
on Wednesday, Dec. 28. 

It is, appropriately enough, a 
discussion of the book authored 
by the late award winning his-
torian, David McCollough, “The 
Pioneers.”

As one reviewer wrote, “Make 
no mistake, when you choose a 
book by David McCollough, you 
will be reading serious history 
written by a serious author. But 
in no way is it dull.” Other read-
ers wrote, “The attention to detail 
that the author describes makes 
you feel like you are a firsthand 
witness to this period in our coun-
try’s history. 

Very interesting and high-
ly recommended.” and “I wish 
I had read it sooner in my life.” 
“Sounds like a great gift for teen-
agers this season, not to mention 
college students,” said a library 
patron.  

Remington has listed the 

events and times on the library 
website. www.RutlandLibrary.org 
This will be a rare opportunity for 
a “deep dive” into regional history 
and its evolution over the decades.   

Two of the towns selected, 
Essex and Hull, have conclud-
ed their six-week celebrations. 
Rutland, starts Sunday, followed 
by Turners Falls, Feb. 5, 2023, 
Sheffield, March 26, 2023; con-
cluding with Athol’s six-week 
celebration on May 14, 2023. 

Each town shares the same 
theme, but will include events 
indigenous to their community. 
If the reader has friends in any of 
those towns, be sure to let them 
know.    

“Crossroads” explores how 
rural American communities 
changed in the 20th century. 

Submitted photo

The Rutland Public Library, Main Street, Rutland will be part 
of Smithsonian’s “Museum on Main Street” program Dec. 28 
to Jan. 28, 2023.

Submitted Photo

The Petersham Congregational Church held its annual 
Christmas fair Saturday, Dec. 3.

Petersham Church holds Christmas Fair

Festival of Lesson and
Carols returns Dec. 18

By Ellenor Downer
Editor

edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – After a three 
year hiatus due to the pandem-
ic, the Oakham Congregational 
Church will once again present 
the annual Festival of Lessons 
and Carols.

Church organist and choir 
director, Dawn Thistle began 
organizing the return of this 
popular event in early October.
The choir has rehearsed every 
Tuesday evening.

This  year,  Lessons  and 
Carols will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at the Oakham 
Congrega t iona l  Church ,  2 
Coldbrook Road.

It will be different from 
many of the past performances 
as there will be no communi-
ty orchestra accompanying the 
event. However, several selec-
tions will have musical accom-
paniment on flute, guitar, trum-
pet or violin from both church 

and community musicians.
Thistle, will provide piano 

accompaniment to church choir 
members along with other singers 
from the community.

Members of the children’s 
choir are also participating. 
Between musical selections and 
carols, members of the congrega-
tion will read selected scripture 
lessons, which tell the Christmas 
story.

The audience gets to partic-
ipate by joining the chorus in 
the singing of carols dispersed 
throughout the performance. 
They include “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” “Lo! 
How a Rose E’er Blooming,” 
“Away in a Manger,” “What 
Child is This?,” “Angels We 
Have Heard on High,” “Go 
Tell It on the Mountain,” “We 
Three Kings” and of course, 
ending with “Joy to the World.”

Lessons and Carols opens with 

Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of 
Commerce
Member’s dinner 
celebrates strong year 
for small business

By Paula Ouimette
Staff Writer

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Since 1978, 
local businesses have benefitted 
from the support of the Quaboag 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
which has worked to enhance busi-
ness visibility and personal connec-
tions, President Lena Buteau said. 

This partnership covers busi-
nesses in the Quaboag region, 
including Belchertown, Brimfield, 
Brookfield,  East Brookfield, 
Hardwick, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, 
Warren and West Brookfield.

Last Thursday evening, the 
chamber held its annual member’s 
dinner at the Publick House, with 
featured speakers John Samek of 
Hardwick Vineyard &Winery and 
John Henderson of Employers 
Association of the Northeast. 

Underwriters for the event were 
Gold Sponsor, Hardwick Vineyard 
& Winery;  Silver Sponsors, 
Monson Savings Bank and Country 
Bank; Bronze Sponsors, Westfield 
Bank, Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown and Behavioral 
Health Network.

C h a m b e r  C E O  A n d r e w 
Surprise, who joined the group 
in January 2021, said it’s a lot of 
work covering 15 towns with 400 
square miles. 

See RED APPLE FARM, page 6

See CHAMBER DINNER,
page 7See RUTLAND, page 6

See LESSON AND CAROLS, 
page 6
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Staff Writer
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BELCHERTOWN – Last week 
the first-ever Clapp Memorial 
Library’s  In tergenerat ional 
Concert was held at the Senior 
Center and a full house of chil-
dren, parents and seniors were 
there to sing in the holidays and 
spend some quality time together.

“It’s a good day because we are 
all here and we are having fun.” 
said Jacques “Pop” Hooten, refer-
ring to the day’s weather which 
was gray and raining.

As the children, many hold-
ing an item, came in the mood 
became more festive.

That item the children were 
carrying were cards they had 
made from materials provided to 
them by the library staff.

Some were also carrying small 
gifts.

Intergenerational programs 
bring together generations of peo-
ple to help enrich participants’ 
lives. These programs allow all 
ages to participate in planned 
activities which have been shown 
to benefit the community. 

Library hosts Intergenerational Concert

PHOTO BY COLETTE LEBEFVRE-DAVIS 
Jacques “Pop” Hooten plays for an enthusiastic audience on Wednesday. 

BY MELINA BOURDEAU
Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN – The 
Selectboard will begin inter-
views of three candidates for 
the new treasurer collector on 
Dec. 20. 

Selectboard members dis-
cussed the timeline of events 
to interview and eventually fire 
the next treasurer collector fol-
lowing the retirement of long-
time treasurer Lisa Banner. 

Banner  announced her 
retirement earlier this fall. She 
will be leaving the office on 
Feb. 14, 2023, and her official 
retirement date will be March 
10, 2023.

Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham began the pro-
cess with Human Resources 
Director Joanne Misiaszek 
around the same time, estab-
lishing a search committee.

Process 
to replace 
treasurer 
underway

BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS
Staff Writer
cdavis@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN - -  The 
town’s new water tower on Park 
Street is now operational, accord-
ing to Kevin Williams the superin-
tendent of the Water District. 

Williams said the tower was 
replaced as a result of paint and 
structural issues that couldn’t be 
repaired in a cost-efficient way.

To address the issues, the town 
decided in March 2020 to replace 
the old tower, which had a capac-
ity of 100,000 gallons and built 
in 1921and replace it with a new 
storage tank with a capacity of 
250,000 gallons.

The old tower was taken down 
on August 2021. From then until 
November, town residents were 
asked to cut back on their water 
usage.

The Park Street Elevated Storage 
Project required that the existing 
tank be removed and demolished to 
clear the space at 18 Park St. The 
work included demolishing the old 
tank, replacing pipes, leveling the 

ground, and replacing valves. 
Belchertown Community TV 

covered the pulling down of the 
tower and spoke to several resi-
dents who attended the demolition. 
Many said it was bittersweet.

“The old water tank was taken 
and recycled by the contractor. 
They completely removed the 
tank,” Williams said. “The project 
wrapped up in November.”

Once the tank was completed, 
painting of the interior and exteri-
or of the tank had to be completed. 
Once that was complete, the tank 
has to be disinfected, and water 
samples are taken. The samples 
had to pass inspections.

It was placed in its current 
spot in mid-July 2022 and filled 
by the end of November. The site 
was then restored, according to 
Williams. 

Once the inspections are com-
pleted, clean, treated water, is 
pumped into the tank – and the 
250,000-gallon capacity is typical-
ly enough for one day.

The water is then replenished at 
night when the demand for water 
goes down. 

Water tower is now operational

PHOTO  BY COLETTE LEFEBVRE-DAVIS
The town’s new water storage tank 
went operational in November 2022. It 
is located on Park Street. 

BY PAULA OUIMETTE
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Since 
1978, local businesses have 
benefitted from the support of 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce, which has worked 
to enhance business visibil-
ity and personal connections, 
President Lena Buteau said. 

This partnership covers 
businesses in the Quaboag 
region, including Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, 
Monson, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, 
Wales, Ware, Warren and West 
Brookfield.

Last Thursday evening, the 
chamber held its annual mem-
ber’s dinner at the Publick 
House, with featured speak-
ers John Samek of Hardwick 
Vineyard &Winery and John 
Henderson of  Employers 
Association of the Northeast. 

Underwriters for the event 
were Gold Sponsor, Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery; Silver 
Sponsors, Monson Savings 
Bank and Country Bank; 
Bronze Sponsors, Westfield 
Bank, Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown and Behavioral 
Health Network.

Chamber  CEO Andrew 
Surprise, who joined the group 
in January 2021, said it’s a lot 
of work covering 15 towns with 
400 square miles. 

“We’ve done a lot in the last 
few years,” he said.

This includes bringing back 
the chamber’s Recreational 
Guide & Business Directory, 
working to build a Business and 
Civic Association in Monson, 
and lobbying for agrotourism 
with legislators. 

“It’s a hot tourism across the 
country,” Surprise said. 

He credited the chamber’s 

Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce celebrates strong 
year for small business

Please see TREASURER, page 3

Please see CHAMBER, page 7

Please see CONCERT, page 7
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City Hall ushers in the holidays

Event showcased 
building’s auditorium 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The holi-
day season officially arrived in 
Chicopee last Friday when a 
tree lighting ceremony was held 
outside of City Hall. Festivities 
continued inside of the building. 

“This is amazing. I was just 
telling (several children) they’re 
lucky to grow up in a city that 
does this. Not every city does so 
much for the kids and the fam-
ilies, and it’s a lot of fun to do 
this thing,” city resident Tonya 
Alicea said.

The evening began out-
doors at dusk when families as-
sembled near City Hall’s front 
entrance. 

As carolers sang, Santa 
Claus arrived on a fire truck 

with Mayor John Vieau. They 
were joined by members of the 
Girl Scouts, as they all switched 
on multiple light displays in 
front of the building.

The celebration then shift-
ed indoors, as residents fun-
neled into the City Hall audi-
torium. There, they enjoyed 
more holiday music, including 
carols from the Girl Scouts and 
members of the Victory Chapel 
Christian Fellowship Church. 

Dancers from the Vibe 
Dance Center also performed. 

Several elected officials 
were on-hand, giving out hol-
iday themed snacks. Among 
them was Ward 4 Councilor 
George Balakier.

Balakier described the 
event as extremely festive, add-
ing that the weather was coop-
erative too. He was also pleased 
to see so many young people 
inside of the newly-refurbished 
auditorium.

“It’s fantastic, and you nev-

er know where it’s going to lead 
them,” Balakier said. “Some-
times, down the road, they might 
become the leaders of this city 
so it’s great to see them. They’re 
going to talk about this fantastic 
room and the festive occasion 
we had; the food, the music, the 
dancing. It’s great. It really is.”

Vieau was excited to wel-
come residents of all ages into 
the auditorium, noting that the 
work on the space was finally 
completed last year as part of 
Phase I of the building’s overall 
revitalization project.

“It’s a long time coming, 
and this is what the intention is 
for the space. It’s really nice to 
see such a huge crowd celebrate 
the holiday season and have the 
opportunity to bring them inside 
this beautiful auditorium space 
that we should all be proud of,” 
he said. 

Vieau said the city planned 

Poster exhibit depicting workers’ struggles shows at library
By Dalton Zbierski

Editor
dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – From now 
until Dec. 29, “Workers Strug-
gles”, an international labor 
poster exhibit from the collec-
tion of Stephen Lewis, is on 
display in the public library’s 
Community Room. 

“The theme of the exhibit 
is workers’ struggles. It’s (45 
to 50) posters from a number 
of countries, and it talks about 
different issues that working 
people face,” Lewis said. 

A trip overseas about 20 
years ago altered the course 
of Lewis’ life. It launched him 
on a journey that’s taken him 
around the globe, as he’s col-
lected thousands of political 
posters.

“I never intended to do 
this,” Lewis said. “I have no 
background in this, but my 
first encounter with posters for 
all practical reasons was at a 

labor conference in Moscow. 
There were a lot of people from 
different countries there, and 
they brought posters from their 
union or country to share.”

Lewis grabbed one of each, 
finding the posters interesting 
and well-made. He brought 
them back to the United States 
and, in doing so, found a new 
pastime. 

Over the years, he has 
shared the posters with a num-
ber of public libraries in Mas-
sachusetts. Always looking 
to broaden his collection, he 
recently took a fruitful trip to 
Europe. 

“Within the last couple of 
months I was in Amsterdam 
and Paris, and I came back from 
each of those countries with 
about 300 posters each. They’re 
not the same theme; each one is 
unique,” Lewis said. 

To be included in his col-
lection, Lewis said posters 
must contain progress political 
or labor-themed messages. He 

believes that the exhibit that is 
currently on display in Chicop-
ee will bring library patrons a 
new experience. 

“Most of these posters 
probably have not been seen by 
the people who are going to see 
them in the libraries,” he said. 

“One, they’re from different 
countries. That’s probably not 
what someone looks for when 
they go to another country. 
And, the organizations that I 
go through to get the posters; 

STAFF PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

Teens representing Vibe Dance Center in Chicopee performed in City Hall last Friday.

COMMUNITY

See GET BOOSTED page 6

COMMUNITY

Get Boosted 
campaign 
gives $75 gift 
cards to get 
vaccinated
Gift cards available at 
senior center’s Dec. 20 
vaccine clinic

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The De-
partment of Public Health is 
giving residents a monetary 
incentive to get vaccinated or 
boosted for COVID-19 this 
winter. 

Select clinics through-
out the state are giving away 
$75 gift cards to Massachu-
setts residents who receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster 
shot. One such clinic will oc-
cur at the RiverMills Center 
on West Main Street between 
11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Dec. 
20. 

Both children and adults 
are eligible for a gift card at 
the clinic, which will take 
place on the same day the se-
nior center hosts its holiday 
dinner.

DPH Chief Medical Of-
ficer Estevan Garcia said the 
state has been looking at ways 
to encourage residents to get 
vaccinated and boostered 
since the beginning of the pan-
demic. 

This year, the department 
committed to making gift 
cards available, knowing it had 
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Political posters such as this one are on display in the public library.

See CHRISTMAS page 6

See POSTERS page 10

COMMUNITY

RiverMills Center 
bench

See Page 12

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Two items were addressed during 
the Selectboard meeting held Dec. 
7: the tax classification public hear-
ing and a meeting with Highway 
Superintendent Chipper Gazelle.

Regional Tax Assessor Herald 
M. Scheid and Associate Regional 
Tax Assessor Nohika Cherubin pre-
sented town’s property valuation and 
tax rate data and recommended that 
Huntington maintain its practice of 
setting the same uniform tax rate for 
residential, commercial, industrial and 
personal properties. 

The regional assessors noted that, 
due to the small number of business 
properties in the town, it would take 
a substantial increase in their tax rate 
before any relief would be felt by 
homeowners. 

Selectboard members noted that 
the figures in the report did not include 
the override approved by Huntington 
voters last spring for the library for 
$86,328 and a new ambulance for 
$58,777, which would raise the tax rate 
by .62 cents. 

HEARING, page 3

Tax classification 
public hearing 
part of meeting

HUNTINGTON

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The Blandford and Chester 
Water Commissioners have received 
an Efficiency and Regionalization 
Grant through the state’s Community 
Compact program.

The announcement was made last 
week by the Baker-Polito administra-
tion.

The award for $178,123 is for 
Blandford and Chester to share water 
operators. 

Water operators are responsible 
for the day-to-day operation of the 
water treatment plant, distribution sys-
tem and all maintenance. 

Chester, Blandford 
to share state 
grant for water 
operations

Submitted Article

The National 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
of State Offices 
of Rural Health 
aw a r d e d  J o a n 
Gr iswold ,  The 
R u r a l  P u b l i c 
Heal th  Project 
M a n a g e r  o f 
t h e  H i l l t o w n 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation their 

Community Stars Award for 
the betterment of rural health 

in the Hilltowns. 
Griswold, a 

long-t ime resi-
dent of Goshen, 
has educated local 
residents on CPR, 
coordinated vac-
cinat ion dr ives 
a n d  i n c r e a s e d 
knowledge about 
COVID vaccines 
among the young. 

She has built 

healthy walking initiatives 
in nine of the Hilltowns and 
helps coordinate the Hilltown 
Mobile Market which brings 
local produce, meat and dairy 
to an area with few grocery 
options. 

She works with the 
Council on Aging through-
out the region. She is an avid 
promoter of physical move-
ment and has adapted exer-
cise programs to keep seniors 
healthy and active.

As the NOSORH said 

in its announcement: “These 
Community Rock Stars are 
the best of the best that rural 
America boasts. They self-
lessly serve their commu-
nities every day. They are 
driving change, going the 
extra mile and driving the 
#PowerOfRural home for the 
nearly 61 million Americans 
who call rural home.”

“Joan  i s  an  amaz-
ing asset for the Hilltowns 

Hilltown CDC employee Joan Griswold wins 2022 
Community Stars Award for Rural Health Initiatives

GRANT, page 8

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Partnerships with mem-
ber towns, area businesses, 
local colleges and profession-
al organizations are leading 
to exciting new educational 
opportunities for students 
at Gateway Regional High 
School.

According to Director 
of Student Programs Martha 
Clark, i t  all  began last 
April when word reached 
Super in tendent  Kr is ten 
Smiddy that the towns had 
a shortage of water system 
operators. Working with 
Chester Water Commissioner 
Bob Daley, Clark researched 
the issue and discovered two 
things. 

First, the shortage of 
water operators was state-
wide; second, Gateway could 
design a program to prepare 
students to enter this career 
from high school.

Formerly the middle/
high school assistant prin-
cipal, the primary focus of 
Clark’s new job is to build 
Ga teway’s  Chap te r  74 
Vocational Technical pro-
grams – welding and early 
childhood – and create new 
opportunities for potential 
careers before students leave 
high school, and before they 
invest big money in college 
or technical institutes with-
out even knowing if it’s a job 
they’d like.

After lining up a curric-
ulum and teacher, Clark pre-

TRAINING, page 2

GRISWOLD, page 8

Gateway unveils new career tract training
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“Nothing ever seems too bad, too hard, or too sad when you’ve got a Christmas tree in the living room.”  –  Nora Roberts“Nothing ever seems too bad, too hard, or too sad when you’ve got a Christmas tree in the living room.”  –  Nora Roberts

Devoted to the Needs of the Hilltowns
Country Journal

Becket, Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 
Middlefield, Montgomery, Otis, Plainfield, Russell, Sandisfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington

Joan Griswold
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Water Operator training tract students tour Chester and Blandford water systems. Photos by Wendy Long

Gateway Regional students are shown the reservoir where water for Chester residents originates.

Mayor appoints 
new DPW Director

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The City 
Council has funded a new con-
tract with the Holyoke Public 
Works Supervisors Local 424, 
one of the collective bargaining 
units within the department.

The new contact is a three-
year pact and includes multiple 
raises over that period of time.

Public works supervisors 
will see an immediate increase 
in pay of $1 per hour. The 
raise is retroactive to July 1, 
the beginning of the fiscal year. 
The contract has a $1 per hour 
raise on July 1, 2023, and a 2% 
increase for July 1, 2024.

Othe r  sma l l e r  t h ings 
c h a n g e d  i n t o  t h e  c o n -
tract include the addition of 
Juneteenth as a paid holiday for 
the supervisors. 

To fund the first year of the 
contact, the Council approved a 
transfer of $12,529 for the rais-
es in fiscal 2022. The funding 
effectively binds the city to the 
rest of the contract, and Mayor 
Joshua Garcia will build the 
funding for years two and three 
into his future budgets.

F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e 
Chairman Councilor Joseph 
McGiverin said his commit-
tee took up the matter a recent 
meeting.

“We don’t vote on con-
tracts, but we do improve the 
funding,” McGiverin said. He 
said there were some surpluses 
that helped to fund the first year 

of the contract. “The committee 
feels this group is well-deserv-
ing of this raise. It’s a longtime 
coming.”

Councilor Kevin Jourdain 
agree, saying the supervisors 
union has not been receiving 
the cost-of-living adjustments 
they have needed in recent 
years.

“I am strongly in support 
of this,” he said. “The DPW is a 
silent hero doing great work in 
this city and the DPW has been 
woefully underpaid. It’s good 
to see these type of increas-
es. These people do incredible 
work for our city.”

Councilor Peter Tallman 
said the DPW has been doing 
a lot of work in the city that 
many people do not realize.

“Hopefully, as the years go 
on, and the funding becomes 
available and we can fill these 
positions,” Tallman said.

Recently, the DPW has had 
a number of open positions, and 
the city council had discussed 
the poor wages as a reason the 
jobs had not been filled.

The City Council was in 
unanimous agreement with the 
funding of the contract.

In a related item, Garcia 
informed the council that a 
new DPW director has been 
appointed.

Garcia named Carl Rossi, 
of Clifton, NJ as the new 
department head. Garcia said 
Rossi will be moving from New 
Jersey and will begin work 
for the city as soon as he has 
secured living arrangements in 
the city.

The Hibernians of Hampden/Hampshire Counties recently announced the recipients of their Highest 
Irish Cultural Awards for 2023 on Feb. 5 at JP’s Restaurant in Holyoke. They are: Ladies President Paula 
Paoli, Christian Charity Award Winner Brenda Lamagdeleine, Mary Kate O’Connor Ms. LAOH, and Jay 
Whelihan Mr. AOH. The LAOH an AOH Woman and Man of the Year is given to that person who truly lives 
by the Hibernian Motto of Friendship, Unity and True Christian Charity. Presented at Irish Night at Log 
Cabin Feb. 25 Holyoke. The Christian Charity Award is given to that person who improves the lives of the 
people of Hampden/Hampshire Counties.

New contract 
for DPW funded

Energy rates rising for the winter
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Pursuant 
to an order from the City 
Council ,  Holyoke Gas & 
Electric, the utility company 
for the city, gave an update on 
the state of electric and gas 
rates.

Rates are going to be 
increasing, but not at the rate 
that most of the region, which 
utilize Eversource as its elec-
trical and natural gas source, 
are enduring.

“While HG&E will con-
tinue to have some of the low-
est rates in the region,” HG&E 
Genera l  Manager  James 
Lavelle said. “Inflation and 
the rising cots of the everyday 
expenses are having a signif-
icant impact on our custom-

ers, and we are here to help. 
We encourage customers to 
manage energy use and pay-
ment by taking advantage 
of HG&E’s innovative ener-
gy efficiency and conserva-
tion programs, fuel assistance 
information, discounts, pay-
ment plans, and rebates. This 
information will be distributed 
to customers with their utility 
statements.”

Lavelle said the energy 
sector has been experienc-
ing significant increases in 
costs due to escalating glob-
al demand for natural gas and 
shortages in domestic supply, 
as well as the impact of supply 
chain disruptions.

Lavelle had recently been 
in front of the council discuss-
ing plans to apply for anoth-
er natural gas storage tank to 

increase the city’s capacity for 
natural gas reserves.

He said natural gas bills 
could increase by about 32% 
compared to last winter. He 
said the increase could trans-
late on average to about $80 
per month more for a typical 
customer that uses and average 
of 186 ccf per month.

Electric bills are expect-
ed to increase approximate-
ly 10 percent over last year, 
or about $7 per month. That 
increase is much smaller than 
the larger increases proposed 
by Eversource. 

Lavelle also reported 
HG&E is ready for the winter 
and has secured the necessary 
supply needed to serve cus-
tomers in the city.
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See DPW, page 10

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

H O LY O K E  –  T h e 
Public Safety Committee 
will be holding a meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 12 to allow cit-
izens in the city to air con-
cerns about the increasing 
costs of rental units in the 
city.

A petition was filed on 
Oct. 18 from multiple citizens 
seeking a meeting with the 
City Council subcommittee.

The meeting will dis-
cuss the current conditions 
of many rental units and the 
rents that are increasing due 
to rising costs of energy as 
well as inflation.

The meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. and prior to a 
special city council meeting 
that will set the property tax 
factor. 

Residents experiencing 
issues with rental proper-
ties are encouraged to attend 
and address members of the 
committee about the issue. 
The committee is chaired by 
Councilor Israel Rivera and 
includes Councilors Kocayne 
Givner and Todd McGee.

At the Dec. 6 Regular 
City Council meeting, John 
Rivera, a renter of a unit on 
Cabot St., asked councilors to 
attend the meeting.

Committee to hear concerns 
on rising rent, poor conditions
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HIBERNIANS GIVE OUT 2023 AWARDS

See COMMITTEE, page 10

See ENERGY, page 10

DASHING THROUGH THE DOUGH

A gingerbread house made to look like Wistariahurst Museum created by artist/chef Meaghann O’Neil was on 
display at an open house held last weekend. Please see more photos on page 6. Photo by Kara Walsh-Vey

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY LOOKING BACK SPORTS

Palmer wins it
in overtime

Pathfinder
career night

Pet of the week:
meet Lewis
Page 2 Page 12 Page 7

S E R V I N G  P A L M E R ,  M O N S O N ,  B R I M F I E L D ,  H O L L A N D  &  W A L E S
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By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER — Colleen Culli-
gan has been tasked with stepping 
into the role of Interim Superinten-
dent until a new one can be hired, 
pending a discussion by the School 
Committee.

Following the sudden depar-
ture of the previous superintendent, 
Culligan overseeing the department 
while a committee is formed to hire 

someone for the position perma-
nently.

“I am honored to step into the 
role as interim superintendent,” 
Culligan said. “My goal and mis-
sion is to provide continuity, con-
sistency, and support to the students 
and their families, the staff, and the 
School Committee. I am familiar 
with the diversity of our schools 
and community, the District Im-
provement Plan, our business and 
financial systems, and the laws that 
drive our policies.”

Culligan has worked in educa-
tion for 25 years, including serv-
ing a variety of roles in Worcester 
County, including as a psychologist, 
administrator, and for its central of-
fice. 

She has worked in Palmer as 
the director of Special Education 
and English Language Learners for 
the last six years, with the Special 
Education Department achieving 
the maximum compliance rating 
offered by the Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education 

earlier this year, “for which we are 
all very proud,” Culligan said.

The future of the superinten-
dent position is still unclear. 

The School Committee is set to 
vote this Wednesday to approve a 
Superintendent Search Committee, 
and will discuss keeping Culligan 
as the interim superintendent until a 
new one can be hired.

Culligan praised the faculty, 
staff, and administration for their 
help during this transitional period, 
describing them as “(sharing) a de-

termined and positive sense of mis-
sion and pride in our schools.”

Given the circumstances sur-
rounding previous superintendent 
Patricia Gardner’s departure, Culli-
gan spoke to the concerns within the 
community over a “lack of transpar-
ency” from the previous office.

“As a leader, I hope to develop 
consistency, stability, honesty and 
accountability, which I feel is essen-
tial for creating strong foundations 
and partnerships,” Culligan said. “I 
have met with many staff, town of-

ficials, the teachers’ union, admin-
istrators, and the DESE, and I look 
forward to building strong working 
relationships with them.”

The School Committee will 
discuss the future of the superin-
tendent’s office in its next meeting 
Dec. 14, which will be made avail-
able online at M-pact.tv.

The details of the meeting will 
be reported in the next edition of 
The Journal Register.

Committee to vote on keeping interim superintendent through hiring process

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

MONSON– After decades of 
careful preservation, the hard work 
of the Historical Society has not 
gone unnoticed, and its recent acco-
lades called for a celebration.

The Jacob Thompson House 
Museum earned recognition by 
the National Register of Historic 
Properties after nearly 10 years of 
work by the Historical Society. The 
success of the team and the lack of 
events held over the past few years 
prompted the holiday open house 
to be held last weekend, with free 
desserts and a tour of the museum. 

“This is an important piece of 
Monson’s history and we’re excit-
ed to be able to show it off again,” 
President of the Monson Histori-
cal Society Dennis Swierad said. 
“During the pandemic it wasn’t al-
ways easy to get the word out about 
our mission, so being able to have 
in person gatherings like this really 
pays off.”

The refurbished home be-
longed to Jacob Thompson and his 
wife Hadassa in 1812, where they 
raised nine children and eventual-
ly passed on the home to their son 
Addison in 1865 after the death of 
Jacob. 

Addison sold much of the 

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

HOLLAND– When it comes 
to spreading Christmas cheer, the 
Holland Community Center made 
sure that all their bases were cov-
ered with a lively event that featured 
nearly every seasonal activity imag-
inable.

What began as a small cookie 
swap and Toys for Tots event had 
evolved over the past nine years into 
what is now known as the Winter-
fest Extravaganza. The HCC recent-
ly collaborated with the Holland 
Elementary School PTO to put on a 
memorable night of games, decora-
tions, and a visit from Santa. 

“In July the entire staff changed 
at the center, due to past staff having 
other employment opportunities,” 
the center’s Director Brenda Palmer 
said. “Their employment ended on 
a happy note and they were there 
months later to help me celebrate 5 
years as the Director of the Center.”

“The new staff, or team as we 
like to call ourselves, are truly spe-
cial. They support each other, they 
go above and beyond each time we 

kicks off townwide celebrations

Staff photo by Rebecca Wehner

Bear Sliwoski, Finn Sliwoski, Monica Talbot, Brenda Palmer, Sanna Hart, and Holly Sommers in front of the 12-ft 
Christmas tree.

HOLIDAYS

TRANSPORTATION

Museum celebrates 
holidays with open house

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

The first meeting of the Palmer 
Rail Commission saw discussions 
about funding and housing impact, 
with Pittsfield residents insistent that 
they not be forgotten when the East/
West Passenger Rail is constructed.

The Passenger Rail Commis-
sion held its first meeting in Pittsfield 
on Friday, attracting a couple dozen 
in-person attendees and a number of 

online participants via Zoom. The 
committee chose Pittsfield to ensure 
that the Berkshires area would be ser-
viced with as much attention as Bos-
ton and Western Mass.

“Please do not succumb to the 
temptation to leave Pittsfield out, for 
now, to say that we’re going to solve 
getting to the Berkshires later,” said 
state Rep. Tricia Farley-Bouvier of 
the Third Berkshire District.

This concern was a central point 
for the whole commission, as many 
local representatives and citizens 
stood up for the area’s need for repre-
sentation in this project.

“The first meeting of this com-
mittee is in Pittsfield on purpose,” 

said state Sen. Eric Lesser.
“This is a project for our entire 

state. (state Rep. William “Smitty” 
Pignatelli) was relentless at making 
sure that Pittsfield and the Berkshires 
were included.”

Lesser went on to say that “Peo-
ple in Eastern Mass and Boston need 
this connection as much, if not more, 
than people in Western Mass.”

State Rep. Bud Williams of 
Springfield agreed that, though the 
conversation started as a Spring-
field-centered project, “We’re all 
413,” he said referring to the area 
code of Western Mass.

The potential for economic 
growth this project represents for 

the commonwealth could not be un-
derstated at the Dec. 9 meeting, with 
the CEO and president of 1Berkshire 
Jonathan Butler, echoing the commit-
tee’s projections.

“The east-west study is a gen-
erational project for us,” Butler said, 
“that will represent potentially the 
greatest individual infrastructure in-
vestment that could be made to ad-
dress a whole litany of issues from 
housing and economic growth, all the 
way to equity, and quality of life.”

Farley-Bouvier warned the com-
mission not to get hung up on details 
in their study that would stall the pro-
cess, recalling a crosswalk on Holmes 
Road that was delayed because the 

deciding commission thought the 
busy street’s low foot traffic would 
not increase with a crosswalk.

Farley-Bouvier wanted to make 
sure the commission did not make a 
similar mistake when planning its rail 
stops.

“Anything short of connect-
ing the Berkshires in the initial plan 
will send a strong message that this 
commission and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts is leaving the peo-
ple of Berkshire County behind, yet 
again,” Farley-Bouvier said.

The committee was shown to 
largely agree with this sentiment, 
discussing ways in which it would 
be beneficial to start in Pittsfield over 

Boston, which needs the extra time to 
prepare for a construction project like 
this, compared to more rural areas 
like Pittsfield.

State Rep. “Smitty” Pignatelli 
said: “In my 20 years in the House, 
I have never once seen the Western 
Mass 413 delegations work better to-
gether than on this particular issue.”

Pignatelli was excited about the 
immediate opportunities the project 
would present to Western Mass. and 
the Berkshires.

“We’re becoming an older pop-
ulation in the Berkshires,” Pignatelli 
said. “We’re becoming a poorer pop-
ulation in the Berkshires, making this 

Passenger Rail Commission discusses funding, need for Pittsfield stop in meeting

The main parlor of the house featured holiday lights and an assortment of 
desserts provided by the volunteers of the museum.

Winterfest

do something and we keep finding 
new ways to elevate the center.” 

The collaboration between 
the center and the school PTO 

flourished during their Trunk or 
Treat event in October, when they 
dressed as frogs with the tagline 
“Hop on over to the Holland Com-

munity Center.” Their team has 
since been dubbed “The Dancing 
Frogs” by the community, and the 

Adrianna and Carter Fogwill with 
one of the many blowup decora-
tions around the community center.
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Happenings at Hubbard  
Memorial Library

SEE PAGE 4

IN SPORTS

Lions fall in season 
opener

SEE PAGE 7

NEWSLINE 

DATEBOOK

Upcoming events

WINTER RAFFLE BASKETS: 
Stop by the Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary to participate in the Friends 
of the Hubbard Library Winter Raf-
fle Basket event, open until Dec. 
22. There is a total of nine baskets. 
Bring cash or check to purchase 
tickets. Pricing is $5 for two tickets 
and $10 for five tickets. Raffle slips 
and baskets are on display near the 
library entrance and elevator.

SEE PAGE 12

Pet of the Week

SEE PAGE 2

Please see SELECT BOARD, 
Page 7

Please see SANTA, Page 7
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Surprise Them With The 
Gifts They’ll Use!

Scan To View 
Holiday Deals In 

Our Mobile 

442 CENTER ST|  LUDLOW |  (413) 589-0991

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT ROCKYS.COM

Your Gift Giving Destination

Select Board moves forward
on vote to dissolve BPW

By Marcelo Gusmao
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW — The Board of 
Selectmen approved the request 
from the Department of Public 
Works to consider eliminating the 
Board of Public Works, though 
action won’t be taken until after this 
issue is voted on in next year’s town 
meeting.

Most of the Dec. 6 meeting was 
focused on pay increases for non-

union town management before 
moving on to the unfinished busi-
ness that was brought up by the 
DPW. 

The Selectmen were tasked with 
deciding whether or not to put it to 
a town vote to dissolve the BPW 
and have the Board of Selectmen 
take over its duties. This vote comes 
as the result of the Selectmen 
meeting where outgoing DPW 
Superintendent Jesse English raised 
concerns about the BPW’s “inter-
ference in daily operations.”

As  Se lec tman  Wi l l i am 
Rosenblum pointed out: “It’s not 
that we want to have a power strug-
gle here; we just want to have it run 
properly.”

“We’re talking about the articles 
that are going to the town meeting,” 
Vice Chairman Derek Debarge said, 
“and article one says to see if the 
town will vote to place a question 
on the March 2023 annual town 
election ballot for the purpose of 
the Board of Selectmen to act as the 
board of public works.”

The board then discussed 
whether the board would be elimi-
nated or just stripped of its authority 
with the DPW, and how this would 
affect town elections. 

Board Chair Antonio Goncalves 
compared this with another item in 
the day’s agenda, the combination 
of the treasurer and collector posi-
tions.

“If somebody takes out nomina-

By Marcella Comerford
Reporter

mcomerford@turley.com

LUDLOW – Over 200 guests 
came to visit with Santa and par-
ticipate in the library activities 
designated for that day.

Linda Colette, chairwoman 
of the library board of trust-
ees, said, “It was absolutely 
terrific. The Director, Patrick 
McGowan and Kristen Santos 
and staff really rocked it out of 

the park with this event.”
Colette said that Santos “cre-

ated every event, got everything 
put in its place and ready for all 
the kids and families to attend - I 
can’t say enough about how much 
she did and got done in that two 
hour block of time!  Santa was 
great. The volunteers of the library 
got all dressed up like little elves 
and helped Santa give out candy 
canes, and assisted with all of the 

Milk and Cookies with
Santa brings lots of smiles at
Hubbard Memorial LibraryBy Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

BOSTON – The Department of 
Public Health is giving residents a 
monetary incentive to get vaccinat-
ed or boosted for COVID-19 this 
winter. 

Select clinics throughout the 
state are giving away $75 gift cards 
to Massachusetts residents who 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine or 
booster shot. 

Locally, one such clinic will 
occur at the Brimfield Senior 
Center on Main Street from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Dec. 15. Another will 
be held at the RiverMills Center 
in Chicopee on West Main Street 
between 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 20. 

From 2-6 p.m. on Dec. 20, 
another will occur at the Palmer 
Public Library on North Main 
Street.

Both children and adults are eli-
gible for a gift card at these clinics. 

DPH Chief Medical Officer 
Estevan Garcia said the state has 
been looking at ways to encour-
age residents to get vaccinated and 
boosted since the beginning of the 
pandemic. 

This year, the department com-
mitted to making gift cards avail-
able, knowing it had potential to 
“sway folks into coming and get-
ting vaccinated,” Garcia said, add-
ing that gift cards vary per clinic. 

The Get Boosted campaign was 
launched officially in October, and 
the “initial clinic” occurred on Nov. 
26 at Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & 
Pantry in Chicopee. 

“The response has been tremen-
dous. We’ve had almost 24,000 

doses that have been administered 
during this time, and the vast major-
ity are doses that are booster doses,” 
Garcia said. 

The campaign wil l  run 
through the end of the calendar 
year. Residents are encouraged to 
search “COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
Initiative” on mass.gov to discover 
when and where additional clinics 
are occurring. 

The campaign has several weeks 
left, but Garcia is excited to observe 
that already “it is really making a 
difference.” 

This isn’t the first time DPH has 
thought outside the box to draw res-
idents to vaccine clinics. The state 
also partnered with Six Flags New 
England, offering free access to the 
park for those who were vaccinated. 

Garcia said the campaign is pro-
viding DPH with a great opportu-
nity to engage communities. The 
gift card giveaway is prioritizing 
communities that are underrepre-
sented or that have low vaccine per-
centages. 

In coordinating the clinics, the 
state is looking to partner with 
organizations that are trusted in the 
community such as senior centers 
and libraries. Garcia said that fre-
quently visited community pillars 
were targeted. 

“If they’re going to be there any-
ways for an activity, wouldn’t be 
great to get a gift card and get your 
booster at the same time,” he said. 
“We appreciate their willingness to 
intervene in this way and to say it’s 
important.”

Garcia said it is reassuring to see 

Get Boosted campaign gives 
$75 gift cards to get vaccinated

Submitted photo

Santa sits with some of his little visitors by the Hubbard Memorial 
Library fireplace. A holly jolly time was had by all.

Please see GET BOOSTED, 
Page 7

Ludlow Senior Center 
calendar

SEE PAGE 5
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Order ahead and pick up at the farm.
FarmerMatt.com or (508) 980-7085

Order online
FarmerMatt.com/holiday

Farm-fresh beef, pork, and poultry and hot 
meals and freshly baked goods from Farmer 
Matt’s kitchen.

Farmer Matt has standing rib, prime rib, 
and tenderloin roasts available for your 
holiday table. All roasts are dry-aged 
Angus beef. Full-cooked ready-to-heat 
ham dinners also available.

Holiday roasts available for 
pre-order

860 West Brookfield Rd., New Braintree, MA

National Honor Society students take a moment to pose with Santa Claus and teacher James Joinville (far right).  (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

National Honor Society fundraiser a sweet success
Breakfast with Santa

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Last 
month, residents of Haynes 
Street and Mashapaug Road 
gathered with Town Adminis-
trator Robin Grimm to discuss 
another name change to the 
roadway.

Formerly known as Route 
15, an abandoned state route, 

Haynes Street and Mashapaug 
Road have created confusion 
for delivery drivers, as well as 
those following their vehicle’s 
GPS. 

Grimm said one problem 
with the former state route, is 
that the house numbers go in 
different directions, making it 
dif�cult to �nd your intended 
destination.

“Clearly, it’s not working,” 

Route 15 residents 
agree to name change

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Since 
1978, local businesses have 
bene�tted from the support of 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce, which has worked 
to enhance business visibili-
ty and personal connections, 

President Lena Buteau said. 
This partnership covers 

businesses in the Quaboag re-
gion, including Belchertown, 
Brim�eld, Brook�eld, East 
Brook�eld, Hardwick, Hol-
land, Monson, New Braintree, 
North Brook�eld, Palmer, 
Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren 
and West Brook�eld.

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce

Member’s dinner celebrates 
strong year for small business

John Henderson, director of Learning 
and Development at the Employers As-
sociation of the Northeast, talks about 
the top 10 “power skills” employees and 
employers can have. (TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTOS BY PAULA OUIMETTE)

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Selectmen signed a timber 
harvesting agreement with Jep-
son & Son, LLC to thin a stand 
of trees at Water Department 

property located west of Route 
67.

Thinning out the trees will 
be, “basically, making it safer 
for the property owners around 
there and making it more man-
ageable for the Water Depart-
ment,” Board of Selectmen 

Tree thinning addresses safety 
concerns at Water Department

By Eric Troy
Correspondent

For many singer-songwrit-
ers and original musicians, 
open mics are the best place to 
start sharing their music with 
the community. 

At many open mics, you’ll 

hear more covers than orig-
inals. The chatter from the 
crowd sometimes gets louder 
when an original song comes 
on. 

You can’t blame the crowd 
for the chatter. Some are there 
for the music; others for the 
ambience. 

But there’s one open mic in 
Southbridge where musicians 
play original tunes for an au-
dience hungry for something 
new: Songwriter’s Mind. 

Hosted by Matt Soper, 
Songwriter’s Mind is one of—
if not the only—originals open 

Inside the Songwriter’s Mind 

Matt Soper spotlights local talent at open mics

See SAFETY  I  PAGE 8

See RESIDENTS  I  PAGE 8See BUSINESS  I  PAGE 9

See TALENT  I  PAGE 15

See FUNDRAISER  I  PAGE 10
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JONI FLEMING 

NICK VASELACOPOULOS 

Steven Laplante BETTe LOrd-HESS BONNIE ROUX BERNIE MAROIS CAROL WHITE 

A. CYNTHIA BAKER ERIC MERULLO JENNIFER LEWIS PATRICIA HAMEL SELINA ORTEGA YEKATERINA ALEKSEYEVA 

KRISTIN ALLARD MARIA LAPLANTE 

Happy Holidays!

Kathleen Os 

MEREDITH KUCZYNSKI MELISSA WHITELOCK NADINE WILLIAMSON Joseph lorenzatti KATIE ORSZULAK LAURA STAMBORSKI MADELINE FLOOD MARCIA PETRI-FLEMING MARIA BONDE 

DARLENE FORGET ERIN HOULE HASEEB HAFEEZ JANICE CULLEN JENNIFER PICARD JOAN MCKENNA SHARON NIEDBALA SHORRIE HUNTER 

CANDICE ROSADO-CUOCO DAISY PENNELL DAKOTA RICHARDS Mara Childs gerry coderre

SAMANTHA DONNELLY 

DEB WALKER 

Tina Sullivan Kate bedard

By Carly Phaneuf
Staff Writer

cphaneuf@turley.com

Live evergreen or artificial 
shrub? As shoppers choose be-
tween the two choices in trees 
this holiday season, Andy Fin-

ton, Forest Ecologist for The Na-
ture Conservancy in Massachu-
setts, has a few climate-friendly 
tips about the advantages and 
disadvantages of each choice. 

“Between 10 and 20 million 
artificial trees are purchased 
each season. The upside is that 

they last a long time. The down-
side is that artificial trees are 
made of PVC plastic or polyvi-
nyl chloride,” said Finton.

PVC, like all plastics, is 
non-biodegradable, making it 

Real tree or not real tree, 
that is the question

Real trees help fight climate change, and even though the Christmas tree is cut down, farmers are 
supporting forests by replanting quicker than removing.

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -- San-
ta’s Land returns to Buttery 
Brook Park this year for the 
first time since 2019, thanks to 
the work of Friends of Buttery 
Brook Park. Santa’s Land has 
been operating for roughly 40 
years. The free event will be 
open from 5:30 to 7: 30 p.m. 
from Dec. 8 to Dec. 11 and 
again from Dec. 15 to Dec. 
18. The highlight of each night 
will be meeting and having a 
picture taken with Santa Claus.

The event offers families an 
opportunity to spend quality 
time with St. Nick and for chil-
dren to share their wish lists. 
An elf will guide families to 
Santa’s decorated cabin where 
the children will be welcomed 
and have a few moments to 
chat with Santa Claus and tell 
him all about what they’d like. 

Santa’s 
Land returns 
to Buttery 
Brook Park

Please see SANTA, page 2 Please see TREES, page 11
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SPORTS BETTING IS     FARMING
NO Horse Racing Track in Hardwick! A Commercial Race Track DOES NOT belong on preserved farmland! Vote NO!

Learn m�e

Ad paid for by the Hardwick Villages for Responsible Growth • Please visit: www.hardwickisourhome.wixsite.com/savegoodfieldfarm 
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By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARREN – Rob Anderson 
from MassDevelopment told 
Selectmen that the mill at the 
Wrights Mill Complex has been 
identified as a great energy initia-
tive for a rural community, but the 
Property Assessed Clean Energy 
program is available to all commer-
cial property owners in Warren, if 
the town chooses to opt in. 

“Whenever we have the oppor-
tunity to think about, and work 
with property owners that are try-
ing to bring investment into com-
munities, increase the number 
of jobs…potentially increase the 
number of housing units. Those are 
all things that actually achieve the 
goal of making life better for any 
and all residents,” he said. 

Joining Anderson at the Dec. 
8 meeting was Dan Morais from 
MassDevelopment, who explained 
how the PACE program allows 
property and business owners to 
finance energy efficiency improve-
ments.

He said the capital comes from 
third party providers and is repaid 
over a maximum of 20 years.

“It looks and feels like a loan, 

but is structured as a betterment 
assessment and paid back on the 
tax bill,” Morais said. 

Default rates are very low, 
Morais said, and the assessment 
stays with the property even if the 
property changes ownership.

Morais said the PACE program 
requires towns to opt in because 
the tax collector will need to add 
the entries to tax bills. 

Energy upgrades can include 
HVAC systems, heat pumps, LED 
lighting, solar array, roof repair 
with solar array, windows and insu-
lation. 

“Anything that makes that build-
ing more energy efficient can be 
included and financed with PACE,” 
Morais said. 

Anderson said the PACE pro-
gram will not affect local tax rates.

Selectmen voted to authorize the 
town to participate in the PACE 
program.

WCAT 12 technology upgrades
WCAT 12 Chair Travis Baker 

said he received quotes to make 
necessary upgrades to their tele-
vision equipment, which would 
exceed the Cable Committee’s bud-
get cap. 

Selectmen opt in to 
clean energy program

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

HARDWICK – At Monday 
night’s Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting,  Quabbin Regional 
School District Superintendent 
Sheila Muir discussed the need 
to repair or replace doors at 
Hardwick Elementary School.

“It’s a safety matter,” Muir 
said.

Muir said the doors to the 
school are not closing properly on 
their own and staff are constant-
ly monitoring and checking doors 
when people come and go, to 
ensure they are locked. The doors 
will lock when they are closed, 
she said. 

Town Administrator Nicole 
Parker researched who is responsi-
ble for procurement for the repairs 
in the school district’s regional 
agreement, but the language is not 

consistent.
Town Counsel interpreted 

the language to indicate that the 
school district was responsible, 
but the school’s counsel believed 
it rested on the town. 

Board of Selectmen Chair Julie 
Quink said the town has paid for 
expenses relative to the school in 
the past, including repairs to the 
oven’s vent hood. 

She said her concern is safety; 
and she suggested they act on this 

concern immediately. 
Selectmen Kelly Kemp and H. 

Robert Ruggles both agreed with 
Quink.

The Selectmen agreed that the 
school district would be in charge 
of procurement, and that funding 
for the repairs or replacement of 
the doors would be paid for by the 
town through the use of American 
Rescue Plan Act funds (not to 
exceed $25,000).

Muir said the doors are esti-

mated to cost between $15,000-
$18,000 and would take 8-10 
weeks to arrive. 

Ambulance
One of the agenda items 

included purchasing an ambulance 
using ARPA funds, but the ambu-
lance in question had already been 
sold prior to the meeting.

Parker  sa id  Deputy Fire 

School doors will be repaired using ARPA funds

WARREN – Santa Claus 
made his  annual  t r ip  to 
Quaboag Regional Middle 
High School last Saturday, 
enjoying a delicious pancake 
breakfast. 

Leaving his elves back at 
the North Pole to prepare for 
Christmas, Santa had the help 
of the Quaboag’s National 
Honor Society students, who 
helped seat and serve patrons, 

as well as provide arts and 
crafts and face painting.

Children of all ages were 
able to have their photo taken 
with Santa. A jolly good time 
was had by all who attended.

Breakfast with Santa
(Turley Publications Photo

 by Paula Ouimette)
National Honor Society stu-

dents take a moment to pose 
with Santa Claus and teacher 

James Joinville (far right).

National Honor Society fundraiser a sweet success 

See more photos 
on Page 5.

WARE – Last weekend saw a 
flurry of holiday activity as shop-
pers took to Main Street and 
beyond for special deals during the 
Christmas Stroll.

Workshop13 and their Artsy 
Elves turned their three locations 
into Santa’s workshop, giving 
people a chance to try a variety 
of artistic techniques. ClayWorks 
Studio even had the Gingerbread 
Man demonstrating on the pottery 
wheel. 

The Tree and Wreath Festival 
was held in the Town Hall, with 
proceeds to benefit the Ware Center 
Meeting House. Christmas songs 
were sung karaoke style with Jane 
Sterndale and Carol Zins, while 
visitors took their chances to win a 
decorated tree or wreath. 

Small businesses saw a steady 
stream of shoppers choosing to 
keep it local for their holiday gift 
giving. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
offered a free drawing for a gift 
basket, as well as goody bags for 
children. Cluett’s Furniture and 
Otto Florist & Gifts also had free 

(Turley Publications Photo by Paula Ouimette)
Debbie O’Mara offered a delicious vari-
ety of baked goods at the Town Hall.

drawings for shoppers. 
Treats and sweets were offered 

at various stores including Nat Falk 
and Cluett’s Appliance.

Christmas comes early on Main Street

See more 
photos in 

next week’s 
edition.

Vallee recognized as 
first woman to coach 
boys’ varsity team

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – This past Monday, 
Ware Junior Senior High School 
boys’  vars i ty  soccer  coach 
Charlene Vallee was surprised to 
be given an award by the Western 
Massachusetts Soccer Officials 
Association.

Soccer coach 
earns award

Charlene Vallee was recognized 
by the Western Massachusetts 
Soccer Officials Association for 
being the first woman head 
coach of a boys’ varsity soccer 
team in the state.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – Since 
1978, local businesses have 
benefitted from the support of 
the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce, which has worked 
to enhance business visibil-
ity and personal connections, 
President Lena Buteau said. 

This partnership covers 
businesses in the Quaboag 
region, including Belchertown, 
Brimfield, Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, 
Monson, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, 
Wales, Ware, Warren and West 
Brookfield.

Last Thursday evening, the 
chamber held its annual mem-
ber’s dinner at the Publick 
House, with featured speak-

ers John Samek of Hardwick 
Vineyard &Winery and John 
Henderson of  Employers 
Association of the Northeast. 

Underwriters for the event 
were Gold Sponsor, Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery; Silver 
Sponsors, Monson Savings 
Bank and Country Bank; 
Bronze Sponsors, Westfield 
Bank, Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown and Behavioral 
Health Network.

Chamber  CEO Andrew 
Surprise, who joined the group 
in January 2021, said it’s a lot 
of work covering 15 towns with 
400 square miles. 

“We’ve done a lot in the last 
few years,” he said.

This includes bringing back 
the chamber’s Recreational 
Guide & Business Directory, 

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce

Member’s dinner celebrates 
strong year for small business

Please see HARDWICK, page 3

Please see WARREN, page 3

Please see COACH, page 3 Please see CHAMBER, page 7
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By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierskI@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – As part of 
its vision to revitalize the center 
of town, the Economic Develop-
ment Committee plans to create 
a municipal parking lot in Crane 
Park.

The Board of Selectmen 
unanimously approved the com-
mittee’s request on Monday to 
spend $50,000 of American Res-
cue Plan Act money to complete 
a feasibility study to determine if 
a parking area should be added 
to the east side of the park.

Committee member Jeffrey 
Smith presented the board with 
a draft version of the proposed 
project outline. He said the proj-
ect dates back seven years and 

that the parking area is necessary 
to allow downtown businesses to 
thrive. 

“Every successful village 
center/downtown area has some 
centralized parking to it,” Lewis 
said. “The need for the parking 
and the centralized location of 
the parking feels pretty import-
ant.”

Lewis said the committee is 
looking to leverage town and 
state resources to benefit all of 
the businesses in Wilbraham. He 
pointed out that the proposed lot 
would sit entirely on town prop-
erty. 

“However, it may be a better 
project with cooperation from 
adjacent landowners and through 
use of cross easements,” he said. 
“This is probably the biggest 
change in the town’s center in a 

long time.” 
Lewis identified the Center 

Village project on Main Street, 
where construction is ongoing 
on the future home of Scantic 
River Brewery, Pafumi’s Pizze-
ria and multiple apartment units. 

“It’s very exciting what is 
happening there. Things had 
been stagnant for a pretty long 
time,” he said. 

Lewis said more parking will 
be required as development con-
tinues and new businesses arrive. 
He said installing the parking lot 
will allow for a “walkable town 
center.” 

“Hopefully, success breeds 
success, and we’re hoping that 
the businesses who come in here 
are going to be very popular and 

What was old is new 
again

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

WILBRAHAM – In recent 
years Conference Room One in 
the Wilbraham Town Hall had 
featured a collection of wall 
hangings highlighted by a color 
portrait of the stern face of for-
mer selectman and fruit farmer 
Jesse Rice of Rice’s Fruit Farm.

Rice’s countenance on the 
west wall of the room stared 
down at the large meeting table 
that dominated the room. A vari-
ety of town committees meet in 
the room, groups ranging from 
the Wilbraham Cultural Council, 
the Open Space and Recreation 
Committee to special boards 
such as The 250th Anniversary 
Committee who started planning 

and organizing the town’s com-
memoration 12 years ago.

But it took the Wil-
braham Historic Com-
mission, who meets in 
that room on Tuesday 
nights, to do some-
thing to change the 
drab-looking walls. 
The room was begin-
ning to look tired with 
no rhyme nor reason 
for the artwork on the 
walls except for Rice.

So, last year the 
historic commission appointed 
long time member of the com-
mission, Bobbi Albano, who is 
also an artist, to work with Local 
History Librarian Mary Bell of 
the Wilbraham Library and Sam 
Boyd, Facility Maintenance Su-
pervisor for the town to spruce 
up the indoor environment. They 
collaborated with Wilbraham 
resident Dave Mavlouganes, 
owner of In A Flash, a photo and 

digital processing retailer in Six-
teen Acres.

Members of the 
historic commission, 
who have worked with 
Bell previously on the 
250th Anniversary 
Committee, realized 
that she had a large 
number of historical 
photos of Wilbraham, 
some over a 100 years 
old, digitally preserved 
by Digital Common-
wealth and stored on 

their website.
Digital Commonwealth is a 

non-profit collaborative orga-
nization, founded in 2006, that 
provides resources and services 
to state libraries. Their mission 
reads: To support the creation, 
management, and dissemination 
of cultural heritage materials 
held by Massachusetts librar-

Committee proposes parking lot in Crane Park

In Town Hall, the Board of Selectmen voted on Monday to approve 
ARPA funding for a feasibility study that will explore adding more 
parking to the town’s center. 

By Dalton Zbierski
dzbierski@turley.com

BOSTON – The Depart-
ment of Public Health is giving 
residents a monetary incentive 
to get vaccinated or boosted for 
COVID-19 this winter. 

Select clinics through-
out the state are giving away 
$75 gift cards to Massachu-
setts residents who receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine or booster 
shot. 

Locally, one 
such clinic will oc-
cur at the Brimfield 
Senior Center on 
Main Street from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Dec. 15. An-
other will be held 
at the RiverMills 
Center in Chicopee 
on West Main Street 
between 11:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on Dec. 
20. 

From 2-6 p.m. on Dec. 20, 
another will occur at the Palm-
er Public Library on North 
Main Street.

Both children and adults are 
eligible for a gift card at these 
clinics. 

DPH Chief Medical Officer 
Estevan Garcia said the state 
has been looking at ways to 
encourage residents to get vac-
cinated and boosted since the 
beginning of the pandemic. 

This year, the department 
committed to making gift cards 
available, knowing it had po-
tential to “sway folks into com-
ing and getting vaccinated,” 
Garcia said, adding that gift 
cards vary per clinic. 

The Get Boosted campaign 
was launched officially in Oc-
tober, and the “initial clinic” 

occurred on Nov. 26 at Lor-
raine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry 
in Chicopee. 

“The response has been 
tremendous. We’ve had almost 
24,000 doses that have been 
administered during this time, 
and the vast majority are doses 
that are booster doses,” Garcia 
said. 

The campaign will run 
through the end of the cal-
endar year. Residents are en-

couraged to search 
“COVID-19 Vac-
cine Equity Initia-
tive” on mass.gov 
to discover when 
and where addi-
tional clinics are 
occurring. 

The campaign 
has several weeks 
left, but Garcia is 

excited to observe 
that already “it is 
really making a dif-

ference.” 
This isn’t the first time DPH 

has thought outside the box to 
draw residents to vaccine clin-
ics. The state also partnered 
with Six Flags New England, 
offering free access to the park 
for those who were vaccinated. 

Garcia said the campaign is 
providing DPH with a great op-
portunity to engage communi-
ties. The gift card giveaway is 
prioritizing communities that 
are underrepresented or that 
have low vaccine percentages. 

In coordinating the clinics, 
the state is looking to partner 
with organizations that are 
trusted in the community such 
as senior centers and libraries. 
Garcia said that frequently vis-
ited community pillars were 

DPH Chief Medical 
Officer Estevan 

Garcia 

Get Boosted campaign 
gives $75 gift cards to 
get vaccinated

Lead photo: Celebrating the installation of historical photos in Conference Room One at the Town Hall are 
Historical Commission members: (from left) Chairman Don Williams, Ted Malysz, Charlie Bennett, Local 
History Librarian Mary Bell, Bobbi Albano and Peter Ablondi. (Steve Lawson photo)

A tired conference room gets 
new life from old photos

Charles F. Bennett
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