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AGAWAM – Luke LaBor-
de is going for the rank of 
Eagle Scout in the next cou-
ple of months, and is leading 
his troop on a project to raise 
awareness and collect sup-
plies for at-risk or homeless 
veterans.

His great-grandfather a 
Korean War conflict veteran, 
LaBorde said his grandfather 
made the suggestion to him 
to do an Eagle Scout project 
that helps out local veterans.

LaBorde said he has 
teamed up with Soldier On, 
an organization that helps 
local veterans with housing, 
and has a facility located on 
S. Westfield St. in Agawam.

“I met with them and pre-
sented my project to them,” 
LaBorde said. “They were 
supportive and are going to 
help get our care packages 
out to veterans who need 
them.”

LaBorde said at first, his 
project was about collect-
ing shoes, but morphed into 
seeking to create full care 
packages with needed sup-
plies for homeless veterans.

“We thought the care 
packages would work better,” 
LaBorde said.

Last Sunday, LaBorde 
led some members of Scout 
Troop 82 in a donation drive 
outside Stop & Shop on 
Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills.

LaBorde and the scouts 
presented a poster board to 
store-goers showing what 
the project was, and many 
leaving the store left mone-
tary donations, which he will 
use to buy supplies he needs 
to make the care packages.

Coming up this weekend, 
LaBorde and the scouts will 

hold two donations drives. 
The first will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 21 outside of Geissler’s 
Supermarket on Suffield St. 
On Sunday, Feb. 22, he will be 
back outside of Stop & Shop. 
Both drives will go from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“This is a great project for 
him to lead the scouts on,” 
said Troop Leader Mark Mc-
Laughlin. “It will definitely be 
appreciated by the veterans 
in the community.”

Anyone who is able to 
make donations this coming 
weekend are asked to bring 
them out to the donations 
drives this weekend.

Among the supplies need-
ed, any kind of clothing, and 

hygiene products such as 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, ra-
zors, deodorant, mouthwash, 
wash clothes, soap, hand 
warmers, and dental floss. 

Once collected over the 
next few weeks, LaBorde will 
purchase more supplies with 
the monetary donations and 
construct as many care pack-
ages as he can. He will bring 
them to Leeds, and some of 
them will be distributed in 
Agawam to veterans in need 
locally.

Following the completion 
of the project, LaBorde will 
make a presentation to the 
scout board for consider-
ation of his Eagle Scout rank, 
which he must complete by 

May, when he turns 18-years-
old.

If you are unable to make 
it to the donation drives this 
weekend, but would still 

like to assist in LaBorde and 
Troop 82’s efforts, you can 
contact LaBorde at 413-222-
4519 or by email at lukelabor-
de30@gmail.com.

Battery Energy facility enters site plan approval stage
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – On Thursday, 
Feb. 19, the Agawam Plan-
ning Board will hear a site 
plan proposal for the recent-
ly named “Agawam Energy 
Center.”

Longroad Energy is the 
company that is working to 
establish a battery energy 
storage system in town. The 
BESS are allowed by right 
thanks to state law despite 
heavy resistance from res-
idents in many towns and 
cities who are afraid of the 
harsh environmental im-
pacts if there is a leak or 
some type of a fire resulting 
from the facilities.

Mayor Christopher John-
son held information ses-
sions with Longroad last 
month, working to inform 
the public on the realities of 
BESS along with the current 
intentions of Longroad En-
ergy.

Longroad noted during 
the information sessions 
that while they have the abil-
ity to locate a facility in Aga-
wam, thanks to ordinances 
installed by the Agawam City 
Council about a year ago, 

and BESS facility that looks 
to locate in town must ad-
here to some of the highest 
safety standards and in the 
entire country, one of their 
representatives said.

Residents were able to 
view the plans for the facility 
at length as well as ask ques-
tions of project managers.

Johnson held two in-
formation sessions at the 
Agawam Senior Center to 
accomplish this, with city 
councilors and other town 
officials available to inter-
act with residents who have 
questions and concerns.

“This was something that 
was approved at the state 

level,” Johnson. “There is 
nothing that can be done to 
prevent them from coming 
in.”

Johnson also advised res-
idents, who packed the din-
ing hall at the senior center, 
that Agawam is not the only 

Incumbent 
announces 
re-election 
campaign

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – With the re-
lease of nomination papers 
last week came an expected 
announcement from State 
Rep. Nicholas Boldyga that 
he will indeed seek re-elec-
tion for another term in the 
state House of Representa-
tives.

Boldyga is one of a small 
handful of Republican legis-
lators in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and he 
has overcome Democratic 
challengers multiple times, 
though he was unopposed 
two years ago.

This year, to make up for 
that, he will face not one, but 
likely two challengers.

Democrat and current 
Agawam City Councilor 
Thomas Hendrickson and 
independent former South-
wick Select Board member 
Jason Perron have both made 
announcements in the pre-
vious few weeks looking to 
challenge for Boldyga’s seat 
which he has held since the 
beginning of 2010.

Boldyga continues to seek 
an end to wasteful spending 
and says he is running to pro-
mote transparency and com-
mon-sense policy.

“It has been an honor to 
serve as state representative,” 
Boldyga said in an announce-
ment made on social media. 
“I am running because too 
many families, seniors, and 
small businesses are being 
priced out of Massachusetts 

BOLDYGA   ❙   page 10

PLAN   ❙   page 10

Swimmers break record

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Agawam High School 400 freestyle 
relay recently broke a record. AHS Principal James Blain 
recently congratulated Donna Carrier, Vincy Cheung, 
Hannah Newsome, and Angie Prividenyuk for an incredible 
performance and a brand-new school record. What an 
exciting and well-deserved achievement for this amazing 
team. They completed the event at 3:54.74.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Representatives from Longroad Energy present their plans for a battery energy storage system in 
Agawam.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Members of Troop 82, led by Eagle Scout-hopeful Luke LaBorde, 
hold a donation drive last Sunday at Stop & Shop. The goal of the 
donation drive is build care packages for at-risk and homeless 
veterans.

Eagle Scout projectEagle Scout project
Luke LaBorde seeks donations for 
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OAKHAM – The Select 
Board at their Tuesday, Jan. 
20 meeting accepted the 
letters of resignation from 
Patr ick Mardirosian as 
Highway Superintendent on 
effective Friday, Jan. 16 and 
from Christine Mardirosian 
as Town Clerk effective 
Friday, Jan. 23.

The Select Board would 
be advertising these posi-

tions. In the meantime, high-
way department employee 
Harold Black will make 
decisions on plowing and 
other work. He must obtain 
approval from the Select 
Board of  any highway 
department purchases over 
$500. The department will 
also need to purchase sand 
and salt. 

The Select Board autho-
rized repairs for one of the 
highway department vehi-
cles that had an engine skip. 
They said the department 

could not afford to be down 
a truck in winter with all the 
snow events.

Administrative Assistant 
Maribel LaRange will han-
dle the administrative work 
of paying bills,  submitting 
payroll and handling high-
way department mail. The 
Select Board will also have 
the U.S. Post Office deliv-
er the highway depart-
ment mail to Town Hall on 
Coldbrook Road rather than 
the highway building on 
Barre Road.

Part-time seasonal driver
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved the hiring of Eric 
Helley as a part-time season-
al driver. He has his CDL 
and worked part-time for the 
town in the past. 

Health and dental 
insurance

The Select Board voted 
to provide health and den-
tal insurance for Patrick 
M a r d i r o s i a n  t h r o u g h 
February. They will mail 
Consol ida ted  Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act 

insurance information to him 
with his last check. 

Town Clerk duties
Karen Harper, Assistant 

Town Clerk, will do the 
Town Clerk’s work until a 
replacement is found. 

STM
The Select Board set the 

date for the Special Town 
Meeting for Monday, March 
2 at 7 p.m. at the Oakham 
Center School. The STM 
will have an eminent domain 
article for Schoolhouse and 
Skyline Drives. They opened 

the warrant on Wednesday, 
Jan. 21 and closed it a week 
later on Wednesday, Jan. 28 
at 5 p.m. 

Regional School 
Agreement

Quabbin Regional School 
Distr ict  Superintendent 
Colleen Mucha sent a let-
ter stating she was will-
ing to meet with the Select 
Board to discuss the pro-
posed new regional school 
agreement. All five mem-

Highway superintendent and town clerk resign

Select 
Board 
heard
financial
update
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

HUBBARDSTON – The 
Select Board heard a finan-
cial update from interim 
Town Administrator Sean 
Fitzgerald at their meeting 
last Thursday. 

He said their finance team 
is still looking through fiscal 
years 2024 through 2026, in 
order to determine a budget 
forecast for the end of Fiscal 
Year 2026. 

Fitzgerald said he is 
working to determine a bud-
get format for FY 27 based 
on historical spending data 
in the town, over about a 
five year stretch. He said 
that format would likely be 
a zero base format, as it can 
facilitate analysis of the finer 
details of spending data. 

Select Board member 
Heather Munroe said a top 
priority remains releasing 
the financial impacts on res-
idents because of the fire 
truck purchase in 2017. 

The board also discussed 
the impact of the school 
district on their finances. 
Fitzgerald said looking at 
Department of Education 
Data over the last five years, 
and analyzing trends in 
school population is need-
ed. Fitzgerald said regular 
updates on town finances are 
important.

Town Administrator 
Search Committee

The board voted to amend 
the search committee from 
seven members to nine 
members. Previously, the 
requirements were two town 
employees, one planning 
board member, one mem-
ber involved in finance, and 
three residents. 

The amended charge 
upgrades the number of 
town employees to three and 
the number of residents to 
four. 

The board appointed the 
following members to the 
search committee: Residents 
Lee Perron, Kari Sacramone, 
Bella Kaldera and Faye 
Z u k o w s k i ,  F i n a n c i a l 
Committee Chairman Seth 
Knipe, town employees 
Elizabeth Clemence, Ryan 
Couture and Travis Brown, 
and a planning board mem-
ber to be announced. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
condition of the boiler at 
Hardwick Elementary School 
was discussed during visi-
tor’s comments at the Jan. 28 
Select Board meeting.

As of now, the Capital 
Planning Committee is look-
ing into options on how to 
handle this project. Some of 
the options include repairing 
the currently existing tech-
nology of the school’s circa 
1990s boiler or replacing it 
entirely with new, modern 
technology. 

Considering the weather, 
the board members ques-
tioned if fixing the boiler 
would fall under an emergen-
cy plan. With any decision, 
the subject would require a 
special town meeting vote. 

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Schaaf said he believes the 
project “happened too quick-
ly” and thought it was done 
based off very little informa-
tion to go on. Other commit-
tees could look at this proj-
ect more, besides the Capital 
Planning Committee.

Wil l iam Cole of  the 
Planning Board wanted to 
comment on the boiler dis-
cussion and mentioned the 
town could look at grants and 
other alternatives. However, 
considering the current con-
dition on the school’s boil-
er, the town may not want 
to stretch out the timeline of 
this project considering its 
vulnerability. 

Rebecca Bottomley of the 
Conservation Commission 
described the school building 
as a big asset, and the boil-

Select Board 
discussed
school boiler

DCR responded to requests by Watershed Advisory Committee
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

RUTLAND – The Ware 
River Watershed Advisory 
Committee heard respons-
es from the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
regarding the committee’s 
requests to increase access 
to the Rutland prison camp 
roads at their meeting last 
Thursday. 

The committee said they 
submitted a request to DCR 
to partially re-open select 
prison camp roads for turkey 
hunting season, as well as 
a request to increase vehi-
cle access to all prison camp 
roads a week prior to bear 
hunting season. 

Dan Clark, who is a 

representative from DCR 
presented the department’s 
responses to the com-
mittee’s requests. Clark 
explained that the DCR 
originally proposed to 
bar access to all roads of 
the prison camps except 
Coldbrook Road, before 
amending the proposal to 
be less restrictive. 

He said the department 
carefully scrutinizes all 
requests to determine wheth-
er the reasons presented 
in the request are strong 
enough to justify approval. 

The committee said their 
justifications for increasing 
access during turkey hunting 
season are to improve the 
relationship between turkey 
and deer, encourage youth 

hunting, and that turkeys 
contain pathogens that can 
be spread to other animals 
and humans, citing COVID 
as an example. 

In his response to this 
request, Clark said there 
is no literature that shows 
a significant correlation 
between turkey and deer 
populations. In terms of 
youth hunting, he said the 
DCR supports it, and offers 
it on much of their property. 

He said the mission of 
the DCR is not to maximize 
hunting, and that increasing 
vehicle access would not 
increase the prevalence of 
youth hunting. 

In response to the claim 
that turkeys carry harmful 
diseases, Clark said they 

carry no more or less than 
other wildlife. Clark said 
the justifications were not 
sufficient, and the proposed 
changes would not be made. 

The second request was 
to open all prison camp 
roads a week prior to bear 
season. The committee’s 
justification was increasing 
access would control the 
bear population. 

In his response to this 
request, Clark said the DCR 
has not received a request 
from Mass Wildlife to man-
age the bear populations, 
and that opening more 
roads would increase the 
prevalence of unauthorized 
vehicles entering. He said 
the justification was not ade-
quate, and the request would 

not be fulfilled. 
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 

Dennis Guberski said he 
provided Clark and the DCR 
with 600 peer reviewed ref-
erences supporting the claim 
that turkeys have communi-
cable diseases. He also said 
the references for deer rela-
tionships he sent in were not 
peer reviewed, but from var-
ious sportsman magazines. 

He questioned the DCR’s 
review process, saying that 
whether or not the referenc-
es are peer reviewed, the 
DCR does not take them 
into account. 

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Steve LaRivee said he pre-

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

A young team of oxen prepared to get hitched to a sled.

Knox’s Noble Train stopped in Sturbridge

A historian portraying Henry Knox enlisted 
the help of young visitors in attendance at Old 
Sturbridge Village to secure a cannon to a sled. 
The museum held a weekend-long commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of Knox’s Noble Train 
of Artillery.

See OAKHAM, page 7

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 7

See WATERSHED, 
page 6

See HARDWICK, page 6See KNOX,  page 8

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – In 
the winter of 1775-1776, 
Henry Knox and his men 
transported 59 pieces of 
heavy artillery across a 
frozen landscape from 
For t  Ticonderoga  in 
New York, to Dorchester 
Heights. 

According to the Fort 
Ticonderoga website, this 
artillery weighed nearly 
60 tons, and this Noble 
Train of Artillery, was 
known as “one of the 
most challenging oper-
ations of the American 
Revolution.”

At just 25 years old 
and a bookseller by trade, 
Knox and his men have 
long been recognized 
for their efforts, which 
proved to be a turning 
point in the war.

This past weekend, 
Old Sturbridge Village 

pa r tne red  wi th  For t 
Ticonderoga to commem-
orate the 250th anniver-
sary of this historic jour-

ney, offering a variety of 
demonstrations and activ-
ities for all to experience.

Historical  re-enac-

tor and longtime village 
blacksmith, Robert Lyon, 
spoke about his participa-
tion in a reenactment of 
the march in 1976, when 
he was just a couple of 
years older than Knox 
was on the original jour-
ney.

The 1976 reenactment 
lasted 18 days, traveling 
through the Berkshires 
into Cambridge. 

Lyons spoke about the 
challenges they faced on 
the journey, and shared 
some of the highlights, 
including a stay at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham.

While camped at a 
pavilion near the pond, a 
local woman offered to 
wash the clothes of the 
re-enactors, who had been 
on the road for quite some 
time. In exchange for this 
generous offer, all she 
requested was to have a 
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – For 
the first time, Belchertown 
has adopted International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. 

“It’s days like today that 
I feel fortunate to live and 
work  in  Belcher town,” 
said Town Manager Steve 
Williams. “Not only is this 
our first event, which I am 
hoping will become an annu-
al event, but I believe it’s one 
of the first events our region 
has hosted.” 

The region has also begun 
to host these ceremonies for 
the first time, and Williams 
referred to it as “very spe-
cial,” with the hopes for it to 
continue “so that we don’t 
forget the victims of the 
Holocaust.” 

“As we honor and recognize, we can’t forget 
what happened there, and how quickly
societies can devolve into hate, fear, and
systematic targeting of populations.”

– JAKE OLIVEIRA

INTERNATIONAL 

HOLOCAUST
 REMEMBRANCE DAY

Belchertown adopts

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

AMHERST – Recognizing 
and celebrating those who 
have made great strides in 
healing, bravery, and courage 
is important, and allows the 
world to see and congratulate 
this courage, as well. 

T h e  S p r i n g f i e l d 
Thunderbirds hosted their 
Hometown Hero Program 
at their game on Saturday, 
January 31, which provides 
recognition to community 
volunteers, first responders, 
educators, military members, 
and people who have shown 
exemplary dedication and 
bravery.

Amherst resident David 
Howard was an innocent 
bystander during an accident, 
and as a result of his injuries, 
he became wheelchair-bound. 
During his healing journey, he 
developed multiple pressure 
wounds from being wheel-
chair-bound and bedridden, 
and persevered through more 
treatments and more healing. 

Howard ended up seek-
ing treatment and rehabili-
tation from NEWCare, New 
England Wound Care, once a 
week for a year, for his recov-
ery and extensive treatments. 

“Going out in a wheelchair 
at first was tough and differ-
ent, but people are friendlier, 
and I’ve been getting used to 
it,” said Howard. “I feel like 

I’ve been through a lot of 
pain. It’s easy to give up. But 
going to New England Wound 
Care, they are friendly, and 
I’m healing. They make it 
fun. As weird as it sounds, 
they make it fun.” 

His visits to NEWCare 
allowed him to heal and 
become himself again. Dr. 
Sohail Waien, who worked 
with Howard for two years, 
helped him in all stages of 
the wounds and their healing, 
helping them as they went 
from getting better, to worse, 
and better, acting as a source 
of encouragement and help 
during the healing process 
and journey Howard was on.

“He was consistent and 
worked hard to follow the 

recommendations.   If not for 
his strong will and determi-
nation, he would not have 
recovered. His inner strength, 
motivation, hard work, and 
determination motivated our 
team, and his story should be 
an inspiration to others,” said 
Dr. Waien.

“It has been a humbling 
experience to watch David 
build trust and develop rela-
tionships with all members 
of our NEWCare team,” 
said wound care nurse and 
Ostomy Lead Jenn. “It brings 
joy to me as a member of 
the NEWCare team to honor 
David at the Thunderbirds 
game.” 

Local hero recognized at Thunderbirds game

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Massa-
chusetts Municipal Association 
hosted its annual conference, 
this year called Connect 351, 
in Boston, in order to award 
two State Senators and two 
State Representatives with the 
Municipal Advocate Award, 
recognizing them for their ser-
vice to the communities they 
represent and serve. 

The Massachusetts Munici-
pal Association, or MMA, 
works to connect and support 
municipal leaders by creating 
a nonpartisan space for shared 
learning, ideas, and a voice to 
bring to Beacon Hill in order 
to make the 351 towns and cit-
ies of Massachusetts more con-
nected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state sup-

Sen. Jake Oliveira awarded 
Legislator of the Year

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim 
Arciero, Representative Danielle Gregoire, Senator Brendan 
Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

GRANBY — Kindness 
is something we find sorely 
lacking in our world today, 
and a little more could 
always be beneficial. A kind 

word, a smile, and a com-
pliment can brighten some-
one’s day more than you may 
believe. 

T h e  G r a n b y  U C C 
Congregation is taking on 
the challenge to be more 
kind with their new Kind 
Initiative, which challenges 

congregation members to ask 
themselves, “How can I be 
the ‘I’ in Kind?” 

“A s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Education Director, I’m 
always looking for ways 
to engage our church fam-
ilies and community in fun 
and educational ways,” said 
Tasondra Jardine.  “Our 
church family and especial-
ly our Youth Group have big 
hearts and love to help our 
community whenever we’re 
able. This initiative is a 
building block for asking the 
age-old question, ‘What can 
I do?’”

At Sunday’s service, peo-
ple stopped to take pictures 
in front of the “Be the ‘I’ in 
Kind” sign, where they lit-
erally make the letter. There 
were smiles all around, and 
it gave a new meaning to 
“being” kind. 

“When we hung up the 
banner on Sunday, I had no 
idea how many people would 
take the moment to sit and 
be the ‘I’ in KIND. Some 
were nervous about how they 

UCC brings in Kind Initiative

SUBMITTED PHOTO
George Randall is taking the pledge to be Kind. 

Raising the flag on the flagpole. SUBMITTED PHOTO

David Howard with his  
award, Dr. Sohail Waien 

(Medical Director at
 NEWCare), and  

Emily Gault  (Practice 
Manager at NEWCare). 

Please see STM, page 2Please see HOLOCAUST, 
page 5

Please see HERO, page 5

Please see KIND, page 4Please see AWARD, page 3

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The town 
hosted a Special  Town 
Meeting on Tuesday evening 
at the East Meadow gymna-
sium in order to vote to trans-
fer funds from the Municipal 
Buildings Stabilization Fund 
for the West Street Building 
renovation projects.

In attendance at the meet-

ing were the Selectboard, 
Acting Town Administrator 
Kev in  O’Grady,  Town 
Attorney Brian O’Toole, 
Town Clerk Emily Reed, 
Finance Committee Chair 
John Libera, and members 
of the West Street Building 
Committee.

S e l e c t b o a r d  M e m b e r 
Glenn Sexton also put out 
a call for interested parties 
to volunteer for the new 

Town Administrator Search 
Committee, and interested 
parties can contact the Town 
Hall. 

“We’re here tonight with 
a decision to make,” said 
Selectboard Chair Mark Bail. 

Originally, the project was 
a total of $5.6 million, which 
came from a combination of 
appropriated funds that were 
unspent, as well as a federal 
grant. Because leftover funds 
cannot be spent on anything, 

they go into the 
general fund, 
which is essen-
tially the town’s 
bank account.

T h e  We s t 
Street Building 
Project is being 
p a i d  f o r  b y 
unspent money 
in this general 
fund, as well as 
a federal grant. 
Of  th is  $5.6 
million amount, 

then, the town has a total of 
$3.8 million of which comes 
from various past projects 
that were unspent, the “left 
overs.” 

“We will lose $1.88 mil-
lion if we don’t do this proj-
ect,” said Bail.

B a i l  t h e n  ex p l a i n e d 
that the ARPA funds, the 

Town supports 
WSB Project at STM 

“We have a year to move out 
of our offices. We couldn’t 
afford to build new, and we 
can’t do it now; we certainly 
can’t do it by the end of the 
year when our lease with the 
town and the annex ends.”

– Chair Mark Bail
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Honorees are celebrated at
Annual President’s Dinner

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The 
community gathered at the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 on Feb. 7 for the 
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee’s Annual 
President’s Dinner.

This year’s honorees 
are 2026 Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa, Haley 
Jarvis for the Woods Award, 
the Atkinson Award to the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 and Home As-
sociation and 2026 Parade 
Marshal Bernie St. George.

Parade Committee Vice 
President Krystenlee Pepin 

served as event host while 
2024 Parade Committee 
President Meghan Balakier 
and Ward 6 City Councilor 
Samuel Shumsky served as 
the emcees.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by the New England 
Celi Band featuring Jimmy 
McArdle and Friends, spon-
sored by Freedom Cred-

it Union, and Presz-Perry 
Acoustic, sponsored by 
KLM Automotive, and the 
invocation led by Fr. Robert 
Gentile at St. Rose de Lima 
Church. Blue Room Café 
was hall sponsor. Jarvis has 
been involved with the Pa-
rade Committee as a member 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Like much 
of the Northeast, Chicopee got 
slammed by a winter storm 
several weeks ago that left the 
city with more than a foot of 
snow. 

It was the worst snow-
storm the region has experi-
enced in more than a decade, 
and the Chicopee Department 
of Public Works faced more 
challenges than the weather. 

Several elected officials 
identified during the Feb. 3 
meeting of the City Council 
that the DPW is notably un-
derstaffed. 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello requested that 
the city provide the board with 
an updated list of vacancies at 
the DPW. 

She stressed the impor-
tance of getting the depart-
ment back to full staff, as many 
medical professionals from 
Baystate Health in Springfield 
live in Chicopee and must get 
to work regardless of how 
much snow there is. 

“I want an updated report 
and make sure that our first 
responders can get in and out 

of their streets and ambulanc-
es and fire and police can get 
down streets and get those 
nurses into Baystate,” Costel-
lo said. 

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe said he was equal-
ly interested in learning how 
many vacancies there current-
ly are at the DPW. 

“I know it was report-
ed on the news, but I would 
also be interested,” McAuliffe 
said. “I would request that as 
however that report looks like, 
we could get a blurb on what 
our recruitment and retention 
efforts are as well by Human 
Resources.”

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme said he has been in 
touch with the proper channels 
to make the report a reality. He 
emphasized that the DPW per-
formed well during the storm 
despite the obstacles. 

“Let’s keep in mind, ev-
erybody knows there’s a work-
er shortage out there for every 
department, so I don’t want to 
diminish the work the DPW 
did through this past snow-
storm and continues to do. 

Understaffed DPW 
shines during
recent snowstorm

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

From the left, Grand Knight Dan Therrien, Ray LeHoullier, president of the Home Association for the Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69, 2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee President Aly Sliwa, Woods Award Winner Haley Jarvis and 2026 
Parade Marshal Bernie St. George.

Chicopee Parade Committee holds Irish Tea
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — On Feb. 
8, 12 Chicopee Colleen hope-
fuls gathered inside the Por-
tuguese American Club to 
partake in a traditional “Irish 
Tea”, which served as an op-
portunity for the contestants 
to get acquainted with each 
other, and take in the ‘green 
season’ experience ahead of 
the grand Coronation Ball 
later this month on Saturday, 
Feb. 21, where the title of 
2026 Grand Colleen will be 
bestowed. 

The event also featured 
local dignitaries, including 
Mayor John Vieau, various 
representatives from the City 
Council, and honorary guest 
speaker, Professor Laura Mc-
Neil, PhD, Director of Hon-
ors Program and Professor of 
History, from Elms College, 
who both provided ample in-
sight into the importance of 

Irish culture in the city.
2026 Chicopee St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa reflected 
on the overall progression of 
the parade season as it was 
fast approaching.  

“It’s going quite well, all 
of the girls are excited, and 
like always, we continue to 
have a great group of girls, 
and we keep telling them 
these next couple of weeks 
are going to be fast, but it will 
all work out on ball night and 
see who’s crowned,” Sliwa 
said. 

Sliwa also discussed the 
importance of past achieve-
ments, such as the reveal of 
the official Chicopee Tartan 
in December 2025, and how 
the Parade Committee contin-
ues to push forward and inno-
vate every year. 

“I mean, the tartan reveal 
overall was so special, and 
unique in its own way, and 
that was just a great way to 

kick off the parade season,” 
Sliwa said. “And honestly, the 
group that did the tartan just 
spent so much time and ef-

fort into it, and it’s truly just 
a great thing to have.”  

The current reigning 
2025 Grand Colleen, Daiana 

Torres, and her court, consist-
ing of Emma Caproni, Han-
nah O’Neil, Meghan Oxley,  
and Wilmette Cumba were 

also in attendance for the fes-
tivities.

Torres shared how a 
sense of closure and the pro-
verbial moment of passing the 
torch has started to set in, and 
has become apparent for each 
member. 

“I’m feeling bittersweet 
as this past Saturday was the 
President’s Dinner, and that’s 
when it hit that we have two 
weeks left in our reign, and 
we also understand that we 
will forever be marked as the 
2025 Colleen and her court,” 
Torres said. 

Torres said she is excited 
to pass the crown down and 
to see who earns the title and 
takes the spotlight for 2026. 

“I’m truly excited to pass 
the torch down, pass down the 
experiences, to the new five 
girls who can experience it,” 
Torres  said 

She also explained the 

Black History Month celebrated in flag-raising
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - It was 
standing-room only inside 
City Hall Auditorium on Feb. 
6 for the Fourth Annual Black 
History Month flag-raising 
ceremony.

The festivities included 
performances by the Chi-
copee Comprehensive High 
School   and Chicopee High 
School choirs, remarks from 
Mayor John Vieau, Super-
intendent Dr. Marcus Ware, 
Springfield City Council-
or-at-Large Justin Hurst, Dr. 
Slandie Dieujuste, the vice 
chancellor for Student Affairs 
at Springfield College, Elms 
College President Dr. Harry 
Dumay, Kiyota Garcia, the 
assistant vice president of Stu-
dent Affairs and Chief Equity 
Officer at Springfield Techni-
cal Community College, and 
Holyoke Community College 

President Dr. George Tim-
mons.

Springfield School Com-
mittee Member, staff director/
chief of staff for State Rep. Or-
lando Ramos (D-Springfield) 
and The Kwanzaa Collective 
President Ayanna Crawford 
served as mistress of ceremo-
nies.

Community recognition 
awards were also given out 
to Artise Carr, the CEO and 
founder of The Kidney Ad-
vocate LLC and an ambassa-
dor for the American Kidney 
Fund, and Erns Rinvill, the 
organizer for Toys for Tots 
in Chicopee. Rinvill also sur-
prised Venus Roman, a local 
bus driver, for her support of 
Toys for Tots with a special 
framed honor and dedicated 
his award to her. 

The mayor’s proclama-
tion was presented to Chicop-

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Local and state elected officials, community members and more gather together for a group photo under the Black History Month 
flag.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

2025 Reiging Grand Colleen Daiana Torres and her Colleen Court .  Not pictured but also part of the 
Court is Meghan Oxley.
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DINNER page 3
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MONTH page 7
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By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Wednesday, Feb. 
11 Select Board meeting 
opened with an appointment 
with first year Treasurer 
Ryan Mail loux 
to  d iscuss  h is 
Fiscal Year 2027 
employment con-
tract and review 
progress on goals 
tha t  had  been 
established in his 
FY 2026 contract. 

Mailloux has 
requested $34,000 
in salary for the 
coming fiscal year. 
His current salary 
of $25,000 cov-
ered 46 weeks and would 
have been $28,261 for a 
full year contract. “For the 
most part, I do think things 
are going well,” Mailloux 
said, adding that it was 
a little more of a heavier 
lift than he had originally 
thought. He said, “This job 
is just as much work as the 
other towns he serves and 
Huntington’s wages are not 
comparable to what the oth-
ers are paying him.” 

To date, the town has 
upgraded their accounting 
program to Vadar, which 
Mailloux said will be less 
redundant and has less 
room for errors. He has 
developed new time sheets 

and is rolling them out one 
department at a time. Booth 
noted that other goals had 
been accomplished includ-
ing correcting health and 
dental elections and deduc-
tions and Mailloux is cor-

r e c t i n g  t h e 
e m p l o y e e s 
that should be 
enrolled in and 
c o n t r i bu t i n g 
t o  O m n i bu s 
B u d g e t 
Reconciliation 
Act, a retire-
ment option for 
public employ-
ees who don’t 
qualify for a 
public pension 
but who also 

can’t get social security. 
Other business

In  other  business , 
the board unanimous-
ly approved applicants to 
the Strategic Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n 
Working Group: Laurie 
Martell, Linda Hamlin, 
Brett Bourman and Robert 
Hebert. They also selected 
participants for the FY 2027 
Tax Work Off Program, 
which enables veterans and 
senior citizens to work off 
$500 of their annual prop-
erty tax bills through unpaid 
service to the town. As there 
was one more applicant 
than available slots, they 
drew a name for an alter-

nate, who could participate 
if any of the others are in 
arrears on tax or water bills 
by Monday, March 2. If 
any participants are behind, 
they will be disqualified and 
the alternate will take their 
place. 

The select board is 
also dealing with citizen 
complaints concerning 
two issues:  a truck ham-
pering egress into Integrity 
Trailer on Route 20, and 
two, continued discussion 
on a complaint about junk 
cars on private property, in 
violation of a recent bylaw 
change in town. 

Federal grant
It was announced that 

Fire Chief Joshua Ellinger 
received a Federal grant to 
replace fire hoses. Three 
different  quotes  were 
received and the lowest bid 
was by Industrial Protection 
Services, LLC with a quote 
of $30,170, unanimous-
ly approved by the board. 
According to Ellinger, 
the funding was awarded 
through a FEMA Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant (AFG), 
which supports fire depart-
ments nationwide with crit-
ical equipment, training 
and safety improvements. 
“We were fortunate to 
secure AFG funding specif-

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Race Director Harry 
Rock announced registration 
for the 2026 Westfield River 
Wildwater Races is now 
open. 

Athletes can visit www.
westfieldriver.org/racer to 
register. Registration fees are 
$35 per person and rates will 
increase on Monday, March 
16 to $45 per person.

This year marks the 
71st year of the races, 
which date back to 1954. 
The race will take place on 
Saturday, April 18 with the 
Expert Race kicking off at 
9:30 a.m. from Knightville 
Dam and ending at the Route 
20 pulloff across from the 
Hilltown Community Health 
Center in Huntington. The 
Classic Race will begin at 
11 a.m. from the Mass DOT 
maintenance yard, off of the 
green bridge on Route 112 
in Huntington, and end in 
Woronoco Center.

A liability waiver must 
be signed by all participants 
individually, as each per-
son registers. Race day start 
times will be given in the 
chronological order that peo-
ple register. “If you are the 
tenth person to register, you 
are the tenth person to start,” 
Rock explained. “The earlier 
you register, the earlier you 

will start.”
Rock also said that 

some paddlers like to have 
several boats of family or 
friends paddling together. 
For this to work, Rock sug-
gests they organize a day and 
time for everyone to register 
at the same time. “Chances 

are very good that your start 
times will be next to one 
another, or very close,” Rock 
said, adding that it is very 
difficult for race officials to 
change recorded start times 
once people are registered 
and asking groups to please 
plan ahead.

There will be class-
es for solo canoes, tandem 
canoes, kayaks and Stand 
Up Paddleboards. Tandem 
canoes need to designate a 
team captain who will regis-
ter the team with their team 
name. The captain will pay 
for both themselves and their 

team partner. The team part-
ner then needs to go online, 
search for their team name 
and complete their infor-
mation and liability waiver. 
They do not have to pay, 
as their captain will have 

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The Select Board dis-
cussed cleaning up and 
potentially re-arranging 
office space at the Town 
Hall at their Monday, Feb. 2 
meeting. 

This will be discussed at 
the department heads meet-
ing, which will be the last 
board meeting of February, 
on Monday, Feb. 23.

Inclement 
weather policy

The next week, on 
Monday,  Feb.  9 ,  t he 
board refined the inclem-
ent weather policy with 
some s l ight  modifica-
tions. If Gateway Regional 
School District is closed 
for a second day in a row 
due to weather, the Select 
Board Chair will notify the 
Administrative Assistant 
if the Town Hall will be 
closed also, on the second 
day; Cara Letendre and 
Joann Martine, respective-
ly. If the building is to be 
closed, Martin will notify 
departments. 

PLAN, page 6

Select 
Board plan 
to change 
office space

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

On the surprise rec-
ommendation of Select 
Board Chairman Roger 
Booth, the voters attending 
a Special Town Meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 voted 
down a warrant article.

The article sought to 
secure funding through 
available funds or by bor-
rowing to fund the Basket 
Street Water Main Extension 
Project to address PFAS 
showing up in a homeown-
er’s well at 51 Basket St. 
This house is closest to the 
former town landfill on the 
same street and the Poly-
Fluoro Alkyl Substances or 
“forever chemicals” is likely 
leaching from it. 

The warrant article for 
the meeting read, “To see if 
the Town will vote to trans-
fer from available funds or 
borrow a sum of money for 
the purpose of funding the 
Basket Street Water Main 
Extension Project, includ-
ing all incidental and relat-
ed costs, which expenditure 
may be reimbursed through 
an Emerging Contaminants 
in Small or Disadvantaged 
Communities (EC-SDC) 
grant; and to the extent that 
the appropriation hereunder 

may include monies from the 
Stabilization Fund, to accept 
the last paragraph of G. L. 
c40 Section 5B and dedicate 
any grant funds received 

for said purpose to the 
Stabilization Fund Account 
#825590.006; or take any 

Select Board discuss contract with Treasurer

GRANT, page 2

RACE, page 3

SELECT BOARD, page 2

Submitted photo
Westfield River Race Director Harry Rock with Russell Select Board member Illiyd Fernandez, who is a race volunteer and 
kayak paddler.

Wildwater race registration is now open
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Huntington Finance Chairman Eric Jensen and Tighe & Bond’s 
Zach Chornyak discussing the latest word from Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection on use of grant funds 
to cover the Basket Street Water Main project. Voters were 
able to vote down the single warrant article authorizing use 
of stabilization funds and borrowing to front the project costs, 
which is no longer necessary.

Single article received grant, 
Taxpayer funding was no longer needed

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
title of newly appointed 
vice president went to City 
Councilor At Large, Israel 
Rivera, who admitted he 
felt, “fully supported, appre-
ciative and just at a loss for 
words,” Rivera admitted. 
Before acknowledging ‘it’s 
a work in place position, but 
he is ready to support both 
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti and the rest of 
the city council going for-
ward, as he provided insight 
into what the role of VP will 
entail.

“For now, I was told I 
am a fill-in for whenever 
the president (Romboletti) 
isn’t around, and to help 
balance the city council, 
department heads, and the 
mayor, because everyone is 
on different levels,” he said. 
“We also have to remem-
ber sometimes the president 
may not be able to connect 
with someone, and I could, 
and it goes vice versa, that it 
kinda plays out and works in 
favor of the city government 
to have this type of balanced 
relationship.” 

Rivera also disclosed 
that the primary element of 
focus is to continue to move 
forward with the Fiscal 
Modernization Act, as a way 
of ensuring a future of sta-
bility is put in place, citing 
concern for his family and 
the youth 10-15 years down 
the road. He also touched 
upon the importance of the 
community response division 
taking shape and having a 
foundation to lean on.  

“We’re looking to miti-
gate the issues of homeless-
ness and substance abuse, 
which stem from reentry, 
and as a former incarcerated 
individual, I want to make 
sure we’re putting that at the 
forefront, and we’re trying 
to help out,” Rivera said. 
“And the community I feel 
that needs it the most in the 
city of Holyoke are usual-

HOLYOKE – On 
New Year’s Eve, First 
Night Junior was hosted 
once again at Heritage 
Park at the Merry-Go-
Round. The event fea-
tured many fun activities 
for young people, includ-
ing a simulated ball drop 
for little ones who were 
not going to make it until 
midnight. The event has 
been held in the past and 
has been very successful.

City Council 
vice president 
appointed for 
first time

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti re-elected as city council president for new term, vice president chosen
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent 

HOLYOKE –  Af te r 
a historic inauguration, the 
newly appointed Holyoke 
City Council adjourned to 
the chamber to appoint a City 
Council President, along with 
the reveal of a Vice President 
as well. 

It was quickly decided 
that returning City Councilor 
at Large Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti, who was the 
woman elected to the posi-
t ion,  secured the votes 
to regain the role of City 
Council President by a mar-
gin of 11-1-1. City Councilor 
At Large Israel  Rivera 
secured the historic appoint-
ment by a margin of 8-2-2-1. 

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e 
achievement was Romboletti 
herself. 

“I’m very excited to 
have the confidence of the 
Holyoke City Council to 
serve as president for a sec-
ond term. I’m grateful, and 
I do not take any of this for 
granted,” Romboletti said. “I 
also know we have a lot of 
important work that we need 

to do, especially in the next 
couple of weeks, as it relates 
to our Municipal Finances, 
something we have been 
talking about for years now, 
and I feel that is going to 
take priority.” 

She is looking around 
the  chamber  wi th  new 

faces and constituents; this 
chapter is a ‘fresh start’, a 
running theme among all 
parties within the Garcia 
Administration as it enters its 
2nd term in the Paper City. 

“It’s what the people of 
Holyoke wanted and they 
sent a very clear message, 

and as President as I said 
during my remarks that I’m 
going to try to bring every-
one to the middle, I want 
everyone in the communi-
ty to feel empowered and 
engaged, and so when were 
working well together, hope-
fully members of the com-

munity will step up and help 
our efforts as well,” she said. 

Romboletti also empha-
sized the point of working 
together, as she cited that 
the role of the legislative 
branch is to exhibit and 
hold the executive branch to 
an understanding of checks 

and balances. 
“We need to figure out 

what’s important to everyone 
so we can do this strategical-
ly so we can really make the 
most of the next two years, 
and that involves hearing 
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HOLYOKE – Last week, 
The Board of Assessors 
sent a letter to the Mayor and 
the City Council acknowl-
edging an error on the FY26 
property tax bills due to a 
miscommunication with the 
vendor used by Board of 
Assessors to generate tax 
bills. 

The letter reads as fol-
lows:

This communication is 
intended to update you on 
a tax billing issue that was 
recently identified. 

On Friday, 01/02/2026, 
it was discovered that the 
FY26 tax bills used a CPA 
assessment rate of 1.5%. 
This was incorrect; the rate 
should have been set at 1.0% 
in accordance with the bal-
lot initiative approved last 
November and reflected on 
the third-quarter bill. The 
issue stemmed from a mis-
communication with the 
vendor used by this office to 
generate tax bills once the 
final rate is voted on by the 
Council. 

Upon discovery of the 
error, this office immediate-
ly began working with the 
Tax Collector and Treasurer 
to resolve the issue. We have 
since begun recalculating the 
affected bills to ensure the 
correct CPA assessment is 
applied. 

As of the date of this 
communication  [January 5, 
2026], most of the correc-
tive work has been complet-
ed, and we expect the pro-
cess to be finalized within 
the next day. The corrected 
information will be reflect-
ed on the fourth-quarter tax 
bills, which will be mailed in 
April.

In the interim, taxpay-
ers may request an updated 
tax statement and, by the 
end of this week, will be 
able to download corrected 
bills through the UniPay sys-
tem available on the City’s 
website: holyoke.org. Any 
taxpayer who has already 
made a payment based on 

Assessors 
apologize 
for property 
tax bill error

See ERROR, page 6
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Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia watches on as the City Council gathers for the first time.
Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

lights up 
Heritage 
Park

Top photo, Valentina Porter 
and Emilia Costa ride the 
merry-go-round.  Right , 
Penelope Lynch with Moana. 
Please see more photos on 
page 16.

Turley photos by David Henry 

Holyoke City Council President Tessa Murphy-Romboletti leads the 
new chamber.

First 
Night 
Junior

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Sticky Pickup; a new game where 
students wrap a classmate in duct 
tape, sticky side out, and the taped 
student has to roll on the ground to 
pick up as many dropped cards as 
they can during the time limit. The 
Senior Class only missed two cards 
out of the dropped 72.

Senior Center celebrate Valentine’s Day in style
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – For more 
than four decades, Winter 
Carnival has been a hallmark 
of school spirit at Monson 
High School, and this year’s 
celebration on Friday, Feb. 
13, once again transformed 
the building into a colorful 
showcase of student creativ-

ity, friendly competition and 
long-standing tradition.

Vice Principal Mary 
Zurawka, a 2006 graduate of 
Monson High School now 
serving in her second year 
as an administrator, said this 
year’s event carried special 
meaning for her.

“I’m really excited to 
be participating in Winter 
Carnival as a staff member 

for the first time as a former 
graduate,” Zurawka said, 
proudly sporting her original 
Class of 2006 senior T-shirt. 
“I actually just texted one of 
my good friends saying that 
I’m competing in the staff 
versus student volleyball 
game this year instead of on 
the student side.”

MONSON

MHS hosts annual 

CARNIVAL   ❙   page 8

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
School Committee convened 
for its regular meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11.

Before moving into re-
ports, OMP Principal Holly 
Riopel extended an invitation 
to committee members to vis-
it Old Mill Pond School for a 
tour of its programs and class-
rooms, encouraging them to 
see student learning in action.

Student Representatives 
Highlight Academics, 

Fundraisers and 
School Spirit

Fifth-grade Student 
Council representatives Miles 
Gobbout and James Jianc-
es shared a detailed update 
from Old Mill Pond Elemen-
tary School, outlining a busy 
stretch of winter activities.

The school is celebrating 
Valentine’s Spirit Week and 
preparing for its “Cold Weath-
er, Warm Hearts” outdoor 
event on Feb. 13. Students 
also provided a lighthearted 
update on the school’s adopt-
ed cow, Sunflower, who now 
weighs 250 pounds.

Academically, MCAS 
testing is approaching, with 
English Language Arts sched-
uled from March 23 through 
April 9, science on April 28 
and 29, and math from May 5 
through May 20. WIDA test-
ing for multilingual learners 
has been completed.

Fourth grade is prepar-
ing for Career Day, and the 
PTO continues to organize 
events and fundraisers. The 
upcoming “Someone Special 
Aunt Me Dance” will be held 
in April. A “Snowball Fight” 
fundraiser runs through April 
10, and Valentine’s Day grams 
have already raised more than 
$200. Recent Krispy Kreme 
and Little Caesars fundraisers 
have concluded.

PALMER
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Senior Center was filled 
with music, conversation and 
the warmth of community on 
Feb. 12 as seniors gathered 
for a festive Valentine’s Day 

party featuring a live jazz per-
formance and luncheon.

The afternoon celebra-
tion blended classic love 
songs with social time, of-
fering attendees a chance 
to enjoy both entertainment 
and fellowship in the heart 
of winter.

Providing the soundtrack 
for the event was the jazz duo 
known as Heart and Strings, 
made up of vocalist and mu-
sician Amy Scott and fellow 
performer Phil Crouch. Per-
forming a mix of jazz stan-
dards and traditional Valen-
tine’s Day favorites, the pair 

kept toes tapping and heads 
nodding throughout the hour-
long set.

“It’s mostly jazz songs, 
along with a few traditional 
Valentine’s Day songs,” Kel-
ly Bergeron, director of the 
Monson Senior Center, ex-
plained as the music carried 
through the dining area.

Crouch, who joked that 
he has been involved in mu-
sic “since birth…pre-birth,” 
said he has been performing 
for roughly 47 years. Scott 
came to music later but has 
returned to it in recent years 
and has been teaching for the 
past three years at local music 
studio, Falcetti’s. Both per-
formers share a background 
in music education and per-
formance, bringing experi-
ence and easy rapport to the 
stage.

The duo’s appearance 
at the Senior Center came 
through a personal connec-

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board convened 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10, tackling 
a wide range of municipal is-
sues from mounting snow and 
ice costs and long-term budget 
challenges to grant opportuni-
ties, committee appointments, 
and a new fundraising effort 
for Memorial Hall.

Public Comment 
Highlights Open Meeting 

Law Violation and 
Election Reminders
During public comment, 

Roxanne Gunther raised 
concerns about an Open 
Meeting Law violation from 
November 10, 2025, stating 
the meeting had not been 
properly posted. Town coun-
sel acknowledged the viola-
tion, explaining it was unin-
tentional and the result of a 
miscommunication. Gunther 
stressed that such matters 

must be taken seriously to 
maintain public trust.

Town Clerk Mary Wat-
son used the public comment 
period to remind residents 
to return their annual census 
forms promptly to avoid the 
cost of a second mailing. She 
also outlined key election 
dates, including the town 
election on June 9, the state 
primary on September 1, 
and the November election 
on November 3. Nomination 
papers for various town of-
fices will be available begin-
ning March 2.

Town Administrator 
Outlines Mounting 
Budget Challenges
In her report, Town Ad-

ministrator Jennifer Wolo-
wicz detailed ongoing mu-

Select Board contend with 
mounting budget issues

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Public Schools School 
Committee convened for a 
wide-ranging regular busi-
ness meeting that touched 
on athletics, new academic 
opportunities, looming finan-
cial pressures, and the Su-
perintendent’s early findings 
about the district’s strengths 

and challenges. Over the 
course of the evening, mem-
bers reviewed budget projec-
tions, discussed operational 
changes for next year, and 
voted on several policy up-
dates before entering execu-
tive session to discuss litiga-
tion strategy.

Financial Outlook and 
Budget Pressures

A liaison report from 
the recent Tri-Board meeting 

painted a sobering fiscal pic-
ture for the town. Monson is 
facing a preliminary budget 
shortfall estimated between 
$550,000 and $600,000. In 
addition, the Group Insur-
ance Commission is antici-
pating health insurance in-
creases ranging from 3.9% 
to 7.9%, and GLP-1 medica-
tions are expected to be re-
moved from coverage.

Town reserves are cur-

rently below recommended 
levels, prompting discussion 
of longer-term solutions be-
yond annual budget balanc-
ing. Officials have begun 
considering the possibility 
of an override, which would 
require three-year financial 
planning. Although the Gov-
ernor has proposed increases 
to local and rural aid, includ-
ing Chapter 70 funds, those 
figures remain subject to 

legislative approval. Without 
additional revenue or use of 
reserves, across-the-board 
cuts in all town departments 
may be necessary.

The committee approved 
minutes from prior Finance 
Subcommittee and Regular 
Business meetings, with a 
minor clarification regarding 
Ms. Nothe-Valley’s direct 

Monson School Committee facing major budget shortfall
MONSON

BUDGET   ❙   page 7

ISSUES   ❙   page 13

STYLE   ❙   page 5
Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Monson Police Chief, Nicholas Gasperini, poses with two lovely ladies at the luncheon.

PALMER

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Students at 
Old Mill Pond Elementary 
traded their desks for snow 
pants and mittens this past 
Friday, Feb. 13, as Princi-
pal Holly Riopel led the 
school’s “Cold Weather, 
Warm Hearts” winter cele-
bration; a spirited, school-
wide outdoor event designed 
to embrace the season and 
create lasting memories for 
students.

The event was part of 
the school’s broader Spir-
it Week programming, but 
instead of staying indoors, 
administrators and staff 
decided to take advantage 
of fresh snowfall and crisp 
winter temperatures to bring 
students outside for an after-
noon of laughter, teamwork 
and play.

“This is Cold Weather, 
Warm Hearts,” Riopel said, 
smiling as students raced 

Cold weather, 
warm hearts heat up 
‘Snow Day’ at OMP

OMP   ❙   page 16

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Principal Holly Riopel stands with students Viola Maresca 
and Jayden Riopel.

Student
honored 
for civics 
project

winter carnival
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SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY – Having access to 
food has become increasingly 
challenging for many families 
in our communities as food 
insecurity climbs higher. 

Food pantries are con-
stantly in demand, with more 
people needing to access 
them. Last year, the four 
towns of South Hadley, Gran-
by, Belchertown, and Ludlow 
banded together through their 
Democratic Town Commit-
tees to host food drives that 
helped to fill local pantries. 

This weekend, on Feb-
ruary 7, the towns of South 
Hadley and Granby will be 
hosting food drives to stock 
up the Granby to Go and the 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors food pantries. 

“The Granby Democratic 
Town Committee represents 
the Democratic party in 
Granby, but another major 
aspect of our mission is being 
an active, engaged, positive 
presence in the community,” 
said Town Committee Chair 

Tobias Wilson. “Granby To 
Go is a critical support for our 
students and their families, 
and we’re honored to host 
this food drive to contribute 
to that effort.”

“Our committee  believes 
it’s important to do what we 
can to help our neighbors, 
and organizing Food Drives 

Towns band together to support their 

Submitted photo
The food mobiles at the Granby UCC with Granby to Go and Neighbors Helping Neighbors united are a great success. 

food pantriesfood pantries

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – Last 
weekend, the South Hadley 
Public Library hosted some 
special guests from the For-
est Park Zoo in Springfield. 

The Wildlife on Wheels 
program is designed to bring 

animal educators with some 
special animal ambassadors 
to schools, daycares, hos-
pitals, retirement centers, 
camps, birthday parties, li-
braries, and other locations 
in order to share with groups 
some real animals, while 
teaching about them. 

Wildlife on Wheels 
program comes to 
South Hadley

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Mas-
sachusetts Municipal As-
sociation hosted its annual 
conference, this year called 
Connect 351, in Boston, in 
order to award two State 
Senators and two State Rep-
resentatives with the Munic-
ipal Advocate Award, recog-
nizing them for their service 
to the communities they rep-
resent and serve. 

The Massachusetts 
Municipal Association, or 
MMA, works to connect and 
support municipal leaders 
by creating a nonpartisan 
space for shared learning, 
ideas, and a voice to bring to 
Beacon Hill in order to make 
the 351 towns and cities of 
Massachusetts more con-
nected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state sup-
port for our 351 towns and 
cities is a lot more equita-
ble. I believe that we are in 
a Commonwealth, and we 
should work together to ben-
efit our towns,” said Senator 
Jake Oliveira. 

 Oliveira worked hard 
to file legislation for towns 
to have the option to make 
hybrid meetings permanent, 
offering a way for meetings 
to become more accessible 

Sen. Jake Oliveira given 
Legislator of the Year Award 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

 
SOUTH HADLEY - At a 

webinar on Jan. 27, Director 
of Planning and Conserva-
tion Anne Capra, as well as 
representatives from Leidos, 
walked South Hadley resi-
dents through the feasibility 
of installing electric vehicle 
charging stations in town.

The charging stations 

would potentially be installed 
at five locations along Main 
St. in the Falls section. They 
would take up about two 
square feet on the sidewalk, 
and the town could decide 
to install none or all of them. 
That decision will be made in 
the future.

Caitlin McCormick, of the 
innovation company Leidos, 
explained that this presenta-
tion was the last in a series 

of work the company has 
done, in cooperation with the 
town, to study whether or not 
charging stations are feasible.

In June, the company sur-
veyed South Hadley residents 
about their thoughts and con-
cerns about the stations. The 
63 responses were generally 
negative and expressed con-
cerns about using tax dollars 
to fund these stations when 
the schools’ budget is in 

trouble and that they’d rath-
er see their tax dollars go to 
improving that and the trash 
collection situation in town. 
They also noted that there is 
limited parking in these areas, 
and it would be challenging to 
have people parked in spots 
for extended periods of time. 
Responders also noted that 
they didn’t want to pay for 
the electricity for people who 
were charging their cars.

McCormick noted these 
responses show a need for 
some community education 
in terms of what the charging 
stations would entail, specif-
ically that the drivers would 
be paying for any electricity 
they use. She also noted that 
what spaces are used could be 
adjusted based on usage data. 
McCormick also encouraged 
the town to use grants or other 
funding sources before using 

money from the town budget.
Sue Pace, also of Leidos, 

explained that the company 
seeks out spots that are dense-
ly populated, have the neces-
sary electrical infrastructure 
and cellular connectivity, and 
would provide electric vehi-
cle charging for those who 
may not have the ability to do 
so on their own property, such 

Planning Department looks into adding EV charging stations

to the public, amongst many 
other benefits. 

“It’s worked so well, 
even at the state house, and it 
makes it easier for people to 
participate in their govern-

ment. It definitely improves 
services, and it was a great 
help in the long run to allow 
for more flexibility and an 
easier time to share informa-
tion,” said Oliveira. 

Oliveira partnered with 
the MMA to obtain funding 
for essential services at the 
local level, including Chap-

Submitted photo 
Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim Arciero, Representative Danielle 
Gregoire, Senator Brendan Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 
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Submitted photo by Jenny Arch

Giving a little corn snake a pet. 

Please see WILDLIFE, page 10

Fresh produce, veggie trays, and 
fresh herbs are a luxury, and a 
food everyone should be able to 
have access to and enjoy. 

Please see PANTRIES, page 10

Please see STATIONS, page 9
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By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Friends of the Stone Church 
put on a Valentine’s cel-
ebration at the Hardwick 
Crossing Country Club last 
Saturday. 

The annual fundraiser 
celebration included a buffet 
dinner courtesy of the coun-
try club, live music by the 
Mason Tyler Duo, a silent 
auction and a live auction led 
by Barre’s Paul Varney. 

According to the orga-
nization’s website (friend-
softhestonechurch.
org), they are a 
charitable corpo-
ration who own 
the Stone Church 
Cultural Center in 
Gilbertville. Their 
goal is to preserve 
the building, and 
facilitate its usage 
to the public. 

B u i l t  u s i n g 
Monson granite, 
this Tudor Gothic 
s t y l e  c h u r c h 
was designed by 
noted Worcester 
architect Elbridge 
Boyden; who also designed 
M e c h a n i c s  H a l l  i n 
Worcester, the Hubbardston 
Public Library and the 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
C h u r c h  i n 
Brookfield. 

Judy Edington, 
the president of the 
organization, said 
one of their biggest 
priorities is securing 

the steeple on the church. 
She said they have complet-

ed about 75% of the work 
on the steeple, but still need 
close to $400,000 to finish 
the job. 

She said the organization 
has received grants for this 
work from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Facilities Fund 

benefited Stone Churchbenefited Stone Church

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board of 
Selectmen revisited the agen-
da item of a contract with 
Tecton Architects during its 

Jan. 29 meeting. 
The board discussed 

a contract  with Tecton 
Architects for the purpose 
of conducting a building 
assessment at 968 Main St., 
the former Cornerstone Bank 
Building. The item was pre-

viously tabled due to the 
Board of Selectmen wanting 
more information regarding 
files and reports on the build-
ing.

The Board’s Vice Chair, 
Derick Veliz, said he believes 
the town should get digital 

copies of all the different 
files that are used. Veliz feels 
there is a lot of value in those 
files the town should have 
when submitting a report 
on a building and giving the 
town some preparation for 
the future. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Richard Eichacker shared 
that both contracts with 
Tecton Architects and H2M 
Architects & Engineers are 
AIA standard contracts. 

Selectmen approved contracts for bank, Fire Station A

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Auctioneer Paul Varney took bids on a 
Valentine’s-themed teddy bear held by Clare 
Hendra at the Friends of the Stone Church’s annu-
al Valentine’s Celebration fundraiser held last 
Saturday at the Hardwick Crossing Country Club.

Silent auction items Silent auction items 
included artwork, such included artwork, such 

as this painting.as this painting.

Submitted Photo

PUZZLE SWAP KEPT 
BOREDOM AT BAY
Circulation Librarian Kathy Kowak is shown next to a 
table of puzzles available at the Ware Library’s puzzle 
swap held this past Saturday. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
condition of the boiler at 
Hardwick Elementary School 
was discussed during visi-
tor’s comments at the Jan. 28 
Select Board meeting.

As of now, the Capital 
Planning Committee is look-
ing into options on how to 
handle this project. Some of 
the options include repairing 
the currently existing tech-
nology of the school’s circa 
1990s boiler or replacing it 
entirely with new, modern 
technology. 

Considering the weather, 
the board members ques-
tioned if fixing the boiler 
would fall under an emergen-
cy plan. With any decision, 
the subject would require a 
special town meeting vote. 

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Schaaf said he believes the 
project “happened too quick-
ly” and thought it was done 
based off very little informa-
tion to go on. Other commit-
tees could look at this proj-
ect more, besides the Capital 
Planning Committee.

Wil l iam Cole of  the 
Planning Board wanted to 
comment on the boiler dis-
cussion and mentioned the 
town could look at grants and 
other alternatives. However, 

considering the current con-
dition on the school’s boil-
er, the town may not want 
to stretch out the timeline of 
this project considering its 
vulnerability. 

Rebecca Bottomley of the 
Conservation Commission 
described the school building 
as a big asset, and the boil-
er situation is something that 
can’t be put on hold for an 
extended period of time. 

“We can’t delay this for-
ever,” Bottomley said. 

The town wants to contin-
ue to support the school and 
keep the building maintained. 
The town will also assess 
what options are available in 
handling this project. 

Appointment
The Select Board appoint-

ed Nick Gaumond to the 
position of acting Fire Chief 
following the resignation 
of Fire Chief Josh Pease. 
Gaumond is currently the 
Deputy Fire Chief.

Public records fees
Select Board Vice-Chair 

William Tinker discussed 
public record requests and 
how fees are assessed and 
collected. 

Tinke r  sha red  th ree 
invoices with the rest of the 

SB discussed 
school boiler

Police 
vs. Fire
Basketball 
game fundraiser 
this Saturday

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE –  Ware  i s 
known for its decades-
long rivalry with a neigh-
boring town on the foot-
ball field, but there’s 
another one just as intense 
between the town’s own 
Police and Fire depart-
ments on the basketball 
court.

This Saturday, Feb. 7 
at 6 p.m., the teams will 
face off again in the Paul 
Orszulak Gymnasium at 
Ware Junior Senior High 
School, 237 West St. The 
cost is $5 per person to 
attend, and there will be 
concessions and 50/50 
raffle tickets available for 
sale as well. All proceeds 
will benefit the Class of 
2026.

Class of 2026 Advisor 
Betty Brown said this 
fundraiser has been ongo-
ing for about a decade, 
and that both the Police 
and Fire departments have 
been supportive of the stu-
dents.

“Their participation in 
this fundraiser is greatly 
appreciated!” she said. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – In the 
winter of 1775-1776, Henry 
Knox and his men transport-
ed 59 pieces of heavy artil-
lery across a frozen land-

scape from Fort Ticonderoga 
in New York, to Dorchester 
Heights. 

According to the Fort 
Ticonderoga website, this 
artillery weighed nearly 60 
tons, and this Noble Train 
of Artillery, was known as 
“one of the most challenging 

operations of the American 
Revolution.”

At just 25 years old and 
a bookseller by trade, Knox 
and his men have long been 
recognized for their efforts, 
which proved to be a turning 
point in the war.

This past weekend, Old 
Sturbridge Village part-
nered with Fort Ticonderoga 
to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of this historic 
journey, offering a variety of 
demonstrations and activities 
for all to experience.

Historical re-enactor and 
longtime village blacksmith, 
Robert Lyon, spoke about 
his participation in a reenact-
ment of the march in 1976, 
when he was just a couple of 
years older than Knox was 
on the original journey.

The 1976 reenactment 
lasted 18 days, traveling 
through the Berkshires into 
Cambridge. 

Lyons spoke about the 
challenges they faced on the 
journey, and shared some 
of the highlights, includ-
ing a stay at Spec Pond in 
Wilbraham.

While camped at a pavil-

Knox’s Noble Train makes a stop

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
A historian described the conditions from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Massachusetts, and how the 59 pieces of 
artillery were moved 300 miles through a harsh winter.  

Please see WARREN, page 5

OSV celebrated 250th anniversary of historic event

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 3

Please see POLICE VS. 
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WILBRAHAM - Lo-
cal Firefighter Nichole 
O’Donnell has published 
a book titled “Diary of a 
Probie: Turning Setbacks 
into Strengths.”

The book is currently 
available at Fire Engi-
neering Books, Barnes & 
Noble and Amazon—in 
several countries—with 
more to come.

O’Donnell is also do-
ing several podcast inter-
views to promote the book 
and will be holding a book 
signing at Rice Fruit Farm 
on Saturday, Feb. 14 from 
9 a.m. to Noon. 

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Reading is an 
important skill for children to have, 
but having friends to share it with 
makes it even more fun and exciting 
for them. 

To lean into this idea, the library 
held its monthly Graphic Novel 
Book Club for kids on Jan. 22. The 
club reads one graphic comic book 
per meet, with this meeting focusing 
on “Comics Squad: Recess!” 

Children’s Librarian Jaime Hage-
man explained what the club is.

“Graphic Novel Book Club is a 
monthly hangout centered around a 
great story. While we do discuss our 
monthly book selection, the hour is 
packed with games, creative crafts, 
and snacks too,” Hageman said. 

This January, kids could enjoy 
Cheez-Its, juice boxes and cookies 
for snacks, along with paper crafts. 

Some of the games played were 
“House, Rock, Tree,” where kids 
get into a group of three and act as 
a house, a rock or a tree. A more 
artsy game was drawing Simon 
Says, where a large paper was 
placed across a table, and kids 
could only draw when Hageman 
said, “Simon Says”. 

After playing some games, 
the kids talked about this month’s 
book, “Comics Squad: Recess!”, 
which is a novella consisting of 
multiple short graphic-novel sto-
ries, including the popular Dog 
Man series. Another popular 
story within the book was “The 
Rainy Day Monitor”, which 
club member Jack explained 
the plot of. 

“In that story, there’s a 
group of clouds who couldn’t 
go outside to play kickball and are 

Graphic Novel Book clubGraphic Novel Book club
A look at theA look at the

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard has appointed the 
members to join the newly 
formed Town House Repur-
posing Committee.

The members appointed 
on Jan. 28 were Tad Brown, 
Joe Sibilia, Thad Clavette, 
Paul Marcelina, Steve Web-
ster, Heather Beattie, Amy 
Bilodeau and Brian DelNe-
gro. 

This committee will 
help provide guidance and 
review options on the Town 
House, which until this past 
year served as the town hall 
in Hampden.

Chair John Flynn ex-
plained how a callout was 
shared with the community 
to find members, with 20 
people expressing interest. 

“We developed a ques-
tionnaire for them along 
with Don developing a kind 
of a charter or mandate, if 
you will. Sent that off to 

them. and we got a total of 
seven responses written as 
well as Mr. DelNegro here 
as well,” Flynn said. 

Flynn explained the 
board talked about the com-
mittee consisting of seven 
to 9 people.

“We have eight people 
interested. Eight’s kind of an 
awkward number because 
you always worry about that 
tie-vote type thing,” Flynn 
said. “I would say that we 
would kind of keep it open 
at this point. That if a 9th 
person came along with a 
strong resume...”

“We would add them 
up,” Selectboard Member 
Don Davenport said.

“Right,” Flynn said.
Flynn then thanked 

those who expressed inter-
est in joining the commit-
tee.

“All of us read your 
statements. I like the fact 
that everybody said, ‘Look, 

SB appoints Town 
House Repurposing 
Committee members

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - This winter 
season, the Hampden Free 
Public Library is hosting 
many annual events for all 
age groups over the next two 
months to help you grow into 
the new library space and lo-
cation!

Over at 85 Wilbraham 
Rd.—the former Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School —the 
public library is adjusting to 

its new location. If you go 
to the right side of the main 
entrance, you will find a blue 
flag indicating the new offi-
cial entrance to the Hampden 
Public Library. 

“We are in the auditori-
um of the new town hall,” 
Ellen Moriarty, director of 
the Hampden Free Public Li-
brary, said. “We just moved 
the library literally a month 
ago from the old town house 

Photo courtesy of Ellen Moriarty

The Hampden Free Public Library has many events going on 
this winter.

HPL is hosting annual 
Winter Season events

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Stu-
dents at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School had an 
opportunity to enjoy some 
fun during the Night at the 
Y event at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA on Jan. 23.

The event was hosted by 
the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth Coali-
tion and featured dodgeball, 
basketball, board games and 
swimming — with a certified 

lifeguard present — crafts 
with Rick’s Place, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving pro-
viding information on im-
paired driving – with attend-
ees having the opportunity 
to try alcohol impairment 
goggles – and visits with the 
fire and police departments, 
the Hampden DA Safety and 
Outreach Team and more.

Also, Gio’s Pizzeria do-
nated 200 slices of pizza, 
Mandarin Wilbraham donat-
ed a tray of chicken fingers, 
a tray of crab rangoons and 
a tray of white rice and The 
Sugar Chalet donated sugar 

cookies and decorating sup-
plies for the cookies. 

There were also vol-
unteers who helped bring 
everything together for the 
event.

Jackie Hafner, the coali-
tion coordinator for HWP4Y, 
shared the event was a suc-
cess.

“HWP4Y loves doing 
this event as it provides a 
safe place for the youth of 
Minnechaug to go and have 
fun with their peers.  It gives 
them a different place to go 
‘just for them’ as there is no 
teen center in Wilbraham 

or Hampden,” Hafner said. 
“This was the second event 
at the YMCA.  Last year, we 
had 33 students attend. This 
year, we had 70 students of 
Minnechaug attend.”

Hafner expressed grati-
tude for the community sup-
port, which helped the coa-
lition get this event together 
for all to enjoy.

“It’s amazing to have 
the support of the commu-
nity.   There is a saying, ‘It 
takes a Village.’   When the 
‘Village,’ comes together to 

Night at the Y brings teens together

Firefighter O’Donnell 
publishes book

Photo courtesy of Jackie Hafner

A group photo of the many Minnechaug Regional High School students who got to enjoy the Night at the Y event at the 
Scantic Valley YMCA on Jan. 23.

Photo courtesy of Nichole O’Donnell

Firefighter Nichole O’Donnell 
with her book, “Diary of a 
Probie: Turning Setbacks into 
Strengths.”

Jaime Hageman, children’s librarian at the 
Wilbraham Public Library, and the members of 

Graphic Novel Book Club pose for a group photo.

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Graphic Novel Book Club’s book for the 
month of January, “Comics Squad: Recess.”

Please see 
O’DONNELL, page 8

Please see COMMITTEE, 
page 3

Please see EVENTS, page 4

Please see YMCA, page 8

Please see BOOK CLUB, page 11
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 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “The goal 
is to deliver over 300 bags!” 
Assembling the Valentine’s 
Day gift bags on Feb. 11 and 
delivering them to senior 
citizens in the surrounding 
area, locations like Keystone 
Commons assisted living 

facility and home deliver-
ies for homebound citizens 
in Town, the Ludlow Cares 
Coalition strives to deliver 
compassion, strength, and 
companionship with a couple 
of local treats to spark joy 
and smiles. Speaking with 
President Peter Leonczyk of 
Cares, who has recently tak-
en over Past President Laura 
Rooney, Leonczyk shares the 

background of the annual tra-
dition and highlights several 
community partners and or-
ganizations who showed up 
for members in the commu-
nity who deserve to be recog-
nized.

Leonczyk began, “This 
isn’t the first time there will 
be an article in The Register 
which is great because I be-
lieve it resonates that this is a 

project we continue to spon-
sor and advocate for. It sort 
of grew out of the pandemic 
when we understood what 
it was like in isolation, but 
we felt like senior citizens in 
our community were impact-
ed a little bit more with that 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Beginning 
the job only a couple of 
weeks ago, the Ludlow Po-
lice Department welcomed 
Patrolman De-
siree Rivera who 
shared why she 
chose to come 
to Town and her 
background with 
college basket-
ball, her love of 
service within 
the community, 
and what she’s 
excited to ac-
complish during 
her time in the 
department. Being a police 
officer for two years, Rive-
ra transferred to Ludlow and 
became interested in police 
work predominantly due to 
her basketball coach. 

“Back in middle school, 
he was a part time basket-
ball coach and part time cop 
at the time, and back then he 
was my mentor. He was my 
confidant, so I wanted to fol-
low in his footsteps and help 
other people with the way he 
helped me. 

I grew up in a very tough 
neighborhood, very tough 
city, so he was my mentor 
to tell me what to do, follow 
the steps, and say I can be 
like him. I want to be that 
person for children in tough 
areas and tell them that just 

because you’re in 
this tough environ-
ment doesn’t mean 
that you need to be 
a product of it, and 
motivate them just 
like he motivated 
me,” explained Ri-
vera.

Attending Nich-
ols College and 
playing college bas-
ketball until gradu-
ating in 2020 with 

her criminal justice degree, 
Rivera stated that her degree 
was one of the only things 
that sparked an interest in 
her. Beginning her career in 
Foxborough and then trans-
ferring over to Pelham, with 
prior experience working as a 
dispatcher for over five years, 
Rivera commented she need-
ed a change of atmosphere 
and wanted a chance to help 

Board discuss FY27 budget, 
changes to health costs

 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Feb. 3, 
the Select Board and Town 
Administrator Marc Strange 
discussed the FY27 budget 
and updates that occurred 
right before the meeting held 
that evening. Strange began 
with a hopeful update that the 
Town is in a manageable spot.

“We previously had bud-
geted for an 18% increase in 
our health insurance premi-
ums for FY27 and that was 
on the recommendation of 

our representative who had 
the latest information. And 
what happened was that it was 
based upon a trust average of 
16% and our loss runs were 
a little bit higher than every-
body else who’s in that trust, 
and what happened was in-
stead of a 16% trust average 
increase for all the munici-
palities, there was actually an 
8.3% increase. 

That 8% reduction was 
due to Blue Cross Blue 
Shield; they will no longer be 
covering GLP-1 medications 
after July 1, 2026. They also 
renegotiated some pre-phar-

macy and prescription reim-
bursements with their provid-
ers; the trust average was 8.3 
and our increase is 7.5%. This 
7.5 is below the trust aver-
age,” said Strange.

The Town’s health insur-
ance increase will be 7.5%, 
and Strange explained that 
it changes the game of the 
budget dramatically. Strange 
also updated that the Town re-
ceived the governor’s proposal 
where she issued her budget 
proposal the last week of Jan. 

New patrolman Desiree 
Rivera welcomed to LPD

SEPAC visits East St. literacy 
night, educates families 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – During 
the last week of January, 
the Special Education Par-

ent Advisory Council, also 
known as SEPAC, visited 
the East St. School literacy 
night on Jan. 28 and spoke 
with families about their on-
going support and advocacy 
for all children with special 

needs in the community. 
The council helps to estab-
lish a network of parents 
and guardians of children 
with special education needs 
and creates a safe space to 
share information and expe-
riences.

SEPAC meetings provide 
informational workshops 
and rely on the active partic-
ipation of parents and guard-
ians to effectively represent 
the needs of their commu-
nity and to make informed 
changes for the betterment 
of their community; based 
on the LPS website. Whilst 
walking through the elemen-
tary school, The Register 
spoke with Council Chair 
Jennifer Duncan, a dedicat-
ed mother and advocate, to 
learn more about the impor-
tance of supporting families 
and fostering growth with 
inclusivity and acceptance. 

Duncan had been chair 
for one year, secretary for 
three years, and said her 
eighth grader had been 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Members of the Special Education Parent Advisory Council 
with Council Chair Jennifer Duncan who shared information 
for families at East St.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “I did it for 
my family.” Beginning his 
time at the Ludlow Police 
Department as a special po-
lice officer in Aug. of 2023 
and recently being promot-
ed to full-time on Dec. 29 of 
2025, Patrolman Quashawn 
Branch shared before com-
ing to the Town of Ludlow, 
he was working at Baystate 
Health for over 10 and a 
half years. Soon after tran-
sitioning into a part-time 
role at the LPD, Branch ex-
plained he wanted more out 
of the job and is happy to 
be now full-time and shared 
he’s doing it all in support 
of his family. 

Branch began, “I want-
ed more and being a special 
police officer at the LPD 
was an amazing opportuni-
ty and to be able to come to 
the department and be a part 
of it. I got to learn more and 

when I saw the opportunity 
arise, I jumped on it with 
everything. Coming to Lud-
low, it was an opportunity to 
expand my career.

Police Chief Brennan 
at the time was the 
lieutenant, and Re-
tired Chief Valadas 
was chief, and they 
both welcomed me 
with open arms. 
I am a little older 
compared to the 
department and got 
into policing when 
I was 31 years old, 
so for me it was a 
difficult transition, 
but Brennan and Valadas 
helped me through it. Espe-
cially Valadas at the time, 
I went to him and told him 
what my interests were and 
expressed that I wanted to 
become full-time with the 
department, so he helped 
me pursue that. 

The command staff were 
receptive, and they followed 
suit as well. They helped me 

along the way and encour-
aged me; that was very big 
for me. The culture of the 
department was very invit-
ing, not just the department, 
but the Town itself. Every 

time I’ve been 
there for FES-
TA or stopped at 
a store to get a 
drink, everybody 
has been very 
respectful to the 
department and 
they’re proud of 
the police offi-
cers, and I felt 
immediately that 
I needed this,” 

said Branch.
Prior to the LPD, Branch 

worked the night shift at the 
medical center and worked 
as a special police officer 
and a supervisor, with some 
similarities to both work 
environments but felt he 
needed a change. “I worked 
at the hospital for so long 

LPD promotes Quashawn 
Branch as patrolman

Submitted photos

Patrolman Quashawn Branch’s family from left to right: Daughters Aniyah and Asani Branch, 
Father-in-Law Peter Whyte, Mother-in-Law Marilyn Whyte, and Wife Priscilla Branch with 
Patrolman Branch. 

 Patrolman 
Quashawn Branch

 Patrolman 
Desiree Rivera

Please see BRANCH, Page 5Please see SEPAC, Page 6

Please see FY27 BUDGET, 
Page 8

Please see RIVERA, Page 5
Please see LUDLOW 

CARES, Page 3

Ludlow Cares delivers more than 
just a bag for Valentine’s Day

Submitted photo

Ludlow Cares Coalition in 2025 posing with their finished Valentine’s Day gift bags.
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W Brookfield 
held STM, 
each article 
passed
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Town of West Brook-
field held a special town 
meeting at the elementary 
school last Tuesday. 

There were eight articles 
voted on, including appro-
priations, transfer of funds, 
and an article relating to 
funding repairs of the town 
hall.

Article 1
Article 1 asked voters to 

approve supplemental ap-
propriations to fund town 
departments or projects. 
The warrant said these funds 
were previously approved at 
a past town meeting. 

The amount of money 
to be transferred was about 
$180,000, with recommen-
dations for approval from 
the Select Board and Advi-
sory Committee. The article 
passed.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The School Committee 
held a special meeting to re-
view proposed tuition agree-
ments from the Quaboag Re-
gional and Quabbin Regional 
school districts for the town’s 
middle and high school stu-

dents.
At the Feb. 4 meeting, 

School Committee member 
and chair of the Tuition Task 
Force, Matt Grant, said the 
purpose of the meeting was 
to have an open discussion 
about the future of the North 
Brookfield Public Schools.

“We do have a lot to 
be proud of here at North 
Brookfield,” Grant said. “But 

we do also have to acknowl-
edge that there are real chal-
lenges that we face with our 
size, particularly in terms of 
limited programming and the 
state funding formulas that 
work against districts with 
low enrollment and a high 
choice-out rate.”

Grant said the School 
Committee is responsible for 
offering a high-quality pub-

lic education that meets the 
needs of all students.

“We deeply care about our 
students and their future,” he 
said. “I am very hopeful that 
we can all come together as 
a community to make a de-
cision that is fiscally respon-
sible to taxpayers and also 
supports the needs of all stu-
dents in town.”

Grant said while ideally, 

the town would continue to 
have a “thriving K-12 district 
in town,” it is not unusual 
for small towns to not have a 
middle/high school. He said 
currently, there are over 200 
North Brookfield students 
attending schools out of dis-
trict.

Grant said the two pro-
posals were analyzed inde-
pendently by David Verdoli-

no, a 40-year Certified Public 
Accountant with 25 years ex-
perience as a school business 
administrator. 

“It’s an analysis,” Verdoli-
no said. “There won’t be con-
clusions, and there won’t be a 
recommendation from me as 
part of this analysis.”

Tuition proposals from Quaboag and Quabbin analyzed

Winter continues, and so does the Winter Farmers Market
By Richard Murphy

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– By Feb. 6, most of the 
digging out had taken 
place and it was time for 
the West Brookfield Winter 
Farmers Market at 3 p.m. 
in the First Congregational 
Church. 

At a table, Terry Hall 
of the church, was display-

ing the lovely quilt made 
by Mary Deotte, a church 
member and officer. The 
lady makes one every year. 
The quilt is on raffle and 
will be drawn on Dec. 6, 
which conveniently is the 
next White Christmas in 
West Brookfield.

Tickets are only $5 
or three for $10 to win a 
beautiful quilt “made with 
love.”

Many regular vendors 
were arrayed on the sides 
of the hall, but it was time 
to put a couple of them 
under the figurative mi-
croscope. They are Blair 
House Blooms and Kelly 
Homestead Apiary.

Blair House Blooms
Walking straight in the 

hall, on the right is Robyn 
Scott who has been at this 
spot for years now. Robyn, 

whose operation is Blair 
House Blooms, of 50 West 
Main St. in West Brook-
field, is well known for tu-
lips, and this day, on her 
table, they were there in 
profusion with a wide vari-
ety of colors.

Robyn knows the tulip 
business as she has studied 

Terry Hall displayed a blue onion pattern quilt being raffled by the First 
Congregational Church at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Robyn Scott and her Blair House Blooms.

Dinner fundraiser held to 
support Hearts for Heat

C4R promotes 
conservation, 
stewardship and 
enjoyment of rivers

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, 

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council 

Guest Contributor

wa·ter·shed ‘wôder SHed, 
‘wäder Shed noun

noun: watershed; plural 
noun: watersheds

1. an area or ridge of land 
that separates waters flowing 
to different rivers, basins, or 
seas.

• an area or region drained 
by a river, river system, or 
other body of water.

2. 2. an event or period 
marking a turning point in a 
course of action or state of 
affairs.

“these works mark a wa-
tershed in the history of mu-
sic”

Editor’s Note: This is the 
first part in a multi-part se-
ries about the Chicopee 4Riv-
ers Watershed Council.

Just over a decade ago, 
a small group of people be-
gan to renew an idea: the 
Chicopee Watershed and its 

tributaries should be better 
known and appreciated by 
local residents and even peo-
ple beyond. 

It was a watershed mo-
ment, meaning what hap-
pened could tip in one of 
two directions: either people 
engaged or did not. Fortu-
nately enough people  be-
came involved.

The name of the idea 
was the Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council because 
four rivers made up the wa-
tershed.

It was a slow but posi-
tive start, initial goals and 
actions were modest. C4R 
sponsored river area clean 
ups, fun paddles, and a mod-
est six site sampling program 
on two rivers. 

By 2017 C4R had ex-
panded to 10 sites on all four 

‘A Watershed Moment’

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The 18th annual North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
took place on Jan. 31. 

The dinner was held at 
the North Brookfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria 
and was done to help provide 
emergency fuel assistance for 
qualified North Brookfield 
residents. All the donations 
and funds raised will be used 
to meet the home heating 

needs of residents affected by 
a fixed income, COVID, job 
loss, injury, or illness. 

Sue Lewandowski is the 
founder, president, and sec-
retary of North Brookfield 
Hearts for Heat and shared 
that this cause is made possi-
ble thanks to a helpful com-
munity. Though they missed 
one year of hosting a supper 
due to the pandemic, North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
came back even stronger and 
has now reached its 18th year 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Jack McClintock was on soda and coffee duty during the Hearts for Heat Spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser.

A dream come true
Students performed 
‘Legally Blonde the 
Musical’ at Quaboag

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School’s Theater Program 
put on another amazing 

show to kick off 2026 by 
presenting “Legally Blonde 
the Musical”. 

The show is based 
around the energetic char-
acter of Elle Woods, who 
follows her old boyfriend 
to Harvard Law School 
to win him back, but soon 
discovers her self-worth, 
passion for law, and finds 
herself defending a fitness 
instructor during a murder 

trial. 
Serving as the Direc-

tor and Music Director 
of the show was Quabo-
ag Music Teacher, James 
Joinville. The Assistant 
Director and coordinator 
of costumes was Christine 
Taylor, and the show was 
choreographed by Bethany 

URLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Madison Schreier performed as Elle Woods, the lead character in “Legally Blonde the Musical”. This was Schreier’s 
final show at Quaboag Regional High School as she will be graduating this spring. 
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SOUTH HADLEY/
GRANBY – Having access to 
food has become increasingly 
challenging for many families 
in our communities as food 
insecurity climbs higher. 

Food pantries are con-
stantly in demand, with more 
people needing to access 
them. Last year, the four 
towns of South Hadley, Gran-
by, Belchertown, and Ludlow 
banded together through their 
Democratic Town Commit-
tees to host food drives that 
helped to fill local pantries. 

This weekend, on Feb-
ruary 7, the towns of South 
Hadley and Granby will be 
hosting food drives to stock 
up the Granby to Go and the 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors food pantries. 

“The Granby Democratic 
Town Committee represents 
the Democratic party in 
Granby, but another major 
aspect of our mission is being 
an active, engaged, positive 
presence in the community,” 
said Town Committee Chair 

Tobias Wilson. “Granby To 
Go is a critical support for our 
students and their families, 
and we’re honored to host 
this food drive to contribute 
to that effort.”

“Our committee  believes 
it’s important to do what we 
can to help our neighbors, 
and organizing Food Drives 

Towns band together to support their 

Submitted photo
The food mobiles at the Granby UCC with Granby to Go and Neighbors Helping Neighbors united are a great success. 

food pantriesfood pantries

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

SOUTH HADLEY – Last 
weekend, the South Hadley 
Public Library hosted some 
special guests from the For-
est Park Zoo in Springfield. 

The Wildlife on Wheels 
program is designed to bring 

animal educators with some 
special animal ambassadors 
to schools, daycares, hos-
pitals, retirement centers, 
camps, birthday parties, li-
braries, and other locations 
in order to share with groups 
some real animals, while 
teaching about them. 

Wildlife on Wheels 
program comes to 
South Hadley

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Mas-
sachusetts Municipal As-
sociation hosted its annual 
conference, this year called 
Connect 351, in Boston, in 
order to award two State 
Senators and two State Rep-
resentatives with the Munic-
ipal Advocate Award, recog-
nizing them for their service 
to the communities they rep-
resent and serve. 

The Massachusetts 
Municipal Association, or 
MMA, works to connect and 
support municipal leaders 
by creating a nonpartisan 
space for shared learning, 
ideas, and a voice to bring to 
Beacon Hill in order to make 
the 351 towns and cities of 
Massachusetts more con-
nected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state sup-
port for our 351 towns and 
cities is a lot more equita-
ble. I believe that we are in 
a Commonwealth, and we 
should work together to ben-
efit our towns,” said Senator 
Jake Oliveira. 

 Oliveira worked hard 
to file legislation for towns 
to have the option to make 
hybrid meetings permanent, 
offering a way for meetings 
to become more accessible 

Sen. Jake Oliveira given 
Legislator of the Year Award 

By Tina Lesniak
Correspondent

 
SOUTH HADLEY - At a 

webinar on Jan. 27, Director 
of Planning and Conserva-
tion Anne Capra, as well as 
representatives from Leidos, 
walked South Hadley resi-
dents through the feasibility 
of installing electric vehicle 
charging stations in town.

The charging stations 

would potentially be installed 
at five locations along Main 
St. in the Falls section. They 
would take up about two 
square feet on the sidewalk, 
and the town could decide 
to install none or all of them. 
That decision will be made in 
the future.

Caitlin McCormick, of the 
innovation company Leidos, 
explained that this presenta-
tion was the last in a series 

of work the company has 
done, in cooperation with the 
town, to study whether or not 
charging stations are feasible.

In June, the company sur-
veyed South Hadley residents 
about their thoughts and con-
cerns about the stations. The 
63 responses were generally 
negative and expressed con-
cerns about using tax dollars 
to fund these stations when 
the schools’ budget is in 

trouble and that they’d rath-
er see their tax dollars go to 
improving that and the trash 
collection situation in town. 
They also noted that there is 
limited parking in these areas, 
and it would be challenging to 
have people parked in spots 
for extended periods of time. 
Responders also noted that 
they didn’t want to pay for 
the electricity for people who 
were charging their cars.

McCormick noted these 
responses show a need for 
some community education 
in terms of what the charging 
stations would entail, specif-
ically that the drivers would 
be paying for any electricity 
they use. She also noted that 
what spaces are used could be 
adjusted based on usage data. 
McCormick also encouraged 
the town to use grants or other 
funding sources before using 

money from the town budget.
Sue Pace, also of Leidos, 

explained that the company 
seeks out spots that are dense-
ly populated, have the neces-
sary electrical infrastructure 
and cellular connectivity, and 
would provide electric vehi-
cle charging for those who 
may not have the ability to do 
so on their own property, such 

Planning Department looks into adding EV charging stations

to the public, amongst many 
other benefits. 

“It’s worked so well, 
even at the state house, and it 
makes it easier for people to 
participate in their govern-

ment. It definitely improves 
services, and it was a great 
help in the long run to allow 
for more flexibility and an 
easier time to share informa-
tion,” said Oliveira. 

Oliveira partnered with 
the MMA to obtain funding 
for essential services at the 
local level, including Chap-

Submitted photo 
Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim Arciero, Representative Danielle 
Gregoire, Senator Brendan Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

Please see AWARD, page 9
Submitted photo by Jenny Arch

Giving a little corn snake a pet. 

Please see WILDLIFE, page 10

Fresh produce, veggie trays, and 
fresh herbs are a luxury, and a 
food everyone should be able to 
have access to and enjoy. 

Please see PANTRIES, page 10

Please see STATIONS, page 9
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WILBRAHAM - Lo-
cal Firefighter Nichole 
O’Donnell has published 
a book titled “Diary of a 
Probie: Turning Setbacks 
into Strengths.”

The book is currently 
available at Fire Engi-
neering Books, Barnes & 
Noble and Amazon—in 
several countries—with 
more to come.

O’Donnell is also do-
ing several podcast inter-
views to promote the book 
and will be holding a book 
signing at Rice Fruit Farm 
on Saturday, Feb. 14 from 
9 a.m. to Noon. 

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Reading is an 
important skill for children to have, 
but having friends to share it with 
makes it even more fun and exciting 
for them. 

To lean into this idea, the library 
held its monthly Graphic Novel 
Book Club for kids on Jan. 22. The 
club reads one graphic comic book 
per meet, with this meeting focusing 
on “Comics Squad: Recess!” 

Children’s Librarian Jaime Hage-
man explained what the club is.

“Graphic Novel Book Club is a 
monthly hangout centered around a 
great story. While we do discuss our 
monthly book selection, the hour is 
packed with games, creative crafts, 
and snacks too,” Hageman said. 

This January, kids could enjoy 
Cheez-Its, juice boxes and cookies 
for snacks, along with paper crafts. 

Some of the games played were 
“House, Rock, Tree,” where kids 
get into a group of three and act as 
a house, a rock or a tree. A more 
artsy game was drawing Simon 
Says, where a large paper was 
placed across a table, and kids 
could only draw when Hageman 
said, “Simon Says”. 

After playing some games, 
the kids talked about this month’s 
book, “Comics Squad: Recess!”, 
which is a novella consisting of 
multiple short graphic-novel sto-
ries, including the popular Dog 
Man series. Another popular 
story within the book was “The 
Rainy Day Monitor”, which 
club member Jack explained 
the plot of. 

“In that story, there’s a 
group of clouds who couldn’t 
go outside to play kickball and are 

Graphic Novel Book clubGraphic Novel Book club
A look at theA look at the

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard has appointed the 
members to join the newly 
formed Town House Repur-
posing Committee.

The members appointed 
on Jan. 28 were Tad Brown, 
Joe Sibilia, Thad Clavette, 
Paul Marcelina, Steve Web-
ster, Heather Beattie, Amy 
Bilodeau and Brian DelNe-
gro. 

This committee will 
help provide guidance and 
review options on the Town 
House, which until this past 
year served as the town hall 
in Hampden.

Chair John Flynn ex-
plained how a callout was 
shared with the community 
to find members, with 20 
people expressing interest. 

“We developed a ques-
tionnaire for them along 
with Don developing a kind 
of a charter or mandate, if 
you will. Sent that off to 

them. and we got a total of 
seven responses written as 
well as Mr. DelNegro here 
as well,” Flynn said. 

Flynn explained the 
board talked about the com-
mittee consisting of seven 
to 9 people.

“We have eight people 
interested. Eight’s kind of an 
awkward number because 
you always worry about that 
tie-vote type thing,” Flynn 
said. “I would say that we 
would kind of keep it open 
at this point. That if a 9th 
person came along with a 
strong resume...”

“We would add them 
up,” Selectboard Member 
Don Davenport said.

“Right,” Flynn said.
Flynn then thanked 

those who expressed inter-
est in joining the commit-
tee.

“All of us read your 
statements. I like the fact 
that everybody said, ‘Look, 

SB appoints Town 
House Repurposing 
Committee members

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - This winter 
season, the Hampden Free 
Public Library is hosting 
many annual events for all 
age groups over the next two 
months to help you grow into 
the new library space and lo-
cation!

Over at 85 Wilbraham 
Rd.—the former Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School —the 
public library is adjusting to 

its new location. If you go 
to the right side of the main 
entrance, you will find a blue 
flag indicating the new offi-
cial entrance to the Hampden 
Public Library. 

“We are in the auditori-
um of the new town hall,” 
Ellen Moriarty, director of 
the Hampden Free Public Li-
brary, said. “We just moved 
the library literally a month 
ago from the old town house 

Photo courtesy of Ellen Moriarty

The Hampden Free Public Library has many events going on 
this winter.

HPL is hosting annual 
Winter Season events

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Stu-
dents at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School had an 
opportunity to enjoy some 
fun during the Night at the 
Y event at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA on Jan. 23.

The event was hosted by 
the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth Coali-
tion and featured dodgeball, 
basketball, board games and 
swimming — with a certified 

lifeguard present — crafts 
with Rick’s Place, Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving pro-
viding information on im-
paired driving – with attend-
ees having the opportunity 
to try alcohol impairment 
goggles – and visits with the 
fire and police departments, 
the Hampden DA Safety and 
Outreach Team and more.

Also, Gio’s Pizzeria do-
nated 200 slices of pizza, 
Mandarin Wilbraham donat-
ed a tray of chicken fingers, 
a tray of crab rangoons and 
a tray of white rice and The 
Sugar Chalet donated sugar 

cookies and decorating sup-
plies for the cookies. 

There were also vol-
unteers who helped bring 
everything together for the 
event.

Jackie Hafner, the coali-
tion coordinator for HWP4Y, 
shared the event was a suc-
cess.

“HWP4Y loves doing 
this event as it provides a 
safe place for the youth of 
Minnechaug to go and have 
fun with their peers.  It gives 
them a different place to go 
‘just for them’ as there is no 
teen center in Wilbraham 

or Hampden,” Hafner said. 
“This was the second event 
at the YMCA.  Last year, we 
had 33 students attend. This 
year, we had 70 students of 
Minnechaug attend.”

Hafner expressed grati-
tude for the community sup-
port, which helped the coa-
lition get this event together 
for all to enjoy.

“It’s amazing to have 
the support of the commu-
nity.   There is a saying, ‘It 
takes a Village.’   When the 
‘Village,’ comes together to 

Night at the Y brings teens together

Firefighter O’Donnell 
publishes book

Photo courtesy of Jackie Hafner

A group photo of the many Minnechaug Regional High School students who got to enjoy the Night at the Y event at the 
Scantic Valley YMCA on Jan. 23.

Photo courtesy of Nichole O’Donnell

Firefighter Nichole O’Donnell 
with her book, “Diary of a 
Probie: Turning Setbacks into 
Strengths.”

Jaime Hageman, children’s librarian at the 
Wilbraham Public Library, and the members of 

Graphic Novel Book Club pose for a group photo.

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Graphic Novel Book Club’s book for the 
month of January, “Comics Squad: Recess.”

Please see 
O’DONNELL, page 8

Please see COMMITTEE, 
page 3

Please see EVENTS, page 4

Please see YMCA, page 8

Please see BOOK CLUB, page 11

SERVING THE WARE REGION  FOR 129 YEARS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026 www.warerivernews.turley.com

 Vol. 139  No. 52 $31 PER YEAR - $1.00 A COPYUSPS 666100

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

Are You Old News - Page 2    ■    SPORTS: Lady Indians earn 12th win - Page 9    ■    Obituaries - Page 11

By Zacharias Fragkiadakis
Correspondent

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
Friends of the Stone Church 
put on a Valentine’s cel-
ebration at the Hardwick 
Crossing Country Club last 
Saturday. 

The annual fundraiser 
celebration included a buffet 
dinner courtesy of the coun-
try club, live music by the 
Mason Tyler Duo, a silent 
auction and a live auction led 
by Barre’s Paul Varney. 

According to the orga-
nization’s website (friend-
softhestonechurch.
org), they are a 
charitable corpo-
ration who own 
the Stone Church 
Cultural Center in 
Gilbertville. Their 
goal is to preserve 
the building, and 
facilitate its usage 
to the public. 

B u i l t  u s i n g 
Monson granite, 
this Tudor Gothic 
s t y l e  c h u r c h 
was designed by 
noted Worcester 
architect Elbridge 
Boyden; who also designed 
M e c h a n i c s  H a l l  i n 
Worcester, the Hubbardston 
Public Library and the 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
C h u r c h  i n 
Brookfield. 

Judy Edington, 
the president of the 
organization, said 
one of their biggest 
priorities is securing 

the steeple on the church. 
She said they have complet-

ed about 75% of the work 
on the steeple, but still need 
close to $400,000 to finish 
the job. 

She said the organization 
has received grants for this 
work from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Facilities Fund 

benefited Stone Churchbenefited Stone Church

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – The Board of 
Selectmen revisited the agen-
da item of a contract with 
Tecton Architects during its 

Jan. 29 meeting. 
The board discussed 

a contract  with Tecton 
Architects for the purpose 
of conducting a building 
assessment at 968 Main St., 
the former Cornerstone Bank 
Building. The item was pre-

viously tabled due to the 
Board of Selectmen wanting 
more information regarding 
files and reports on the build-
ing.

The Board’s Vice Chair, 
Derick Veliz, said he believes 
the town should get digital 

copies of all the different 
files that are used. Veliz feels 
there is a lot of value in those 
files the town should have 
when submitting a report 
on a building and giving the 
town some preparation for 
the future. 

Board of Selectmen Chair 
Richard Eichacker shared 
that both contracts with 
Tecton Architects and H2M 
Architects & Engineers are 
AIA standard contracts. 

Selectmen approved contracts for bank, Fire Station A

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
Auctioneer Paul Varney took bids on a 
Valentine’s-themed teddy bear held by Clare 
Hendra at the Friends of the Stone Church’s annu-
al Valentine’s Celebration fundraiser held last 
Saturday at the Hardwick Crossing Country Club.

Silent auction items Silent auction items 
included artwork, such included artwork, such 

as this painting.as this painting.

Submitted Photo

PUZZLE SWAP KEPT 
BOREDOM AT BAY
Circulation Librarian Kathy Kowak is shown next to a 
table of puzzles available at the Ware Library’s puzzle 
swap held this past Saturday. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
condition of the boiler at 
Hardwick Elementary School 
was discussed during visi-
tor’s comments at the Jan. 28 
Select Board meeting.

As of now, the Capital 
Planning Committee is look-
ing into options on how to 
handle this project. Some of 
the options include repairing 
the currently existing tech-
nology of the school’s circa 
1990s boiler or replacing it 
entirely with new, modern 
technology. 

Considering the weather, 
the board members ques-
tioned if fixing the boiler 
would fall under an emergen-
cy plan. With any decision, 
the subject would require a 
special town meeting vote. 

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Schaaf said he believes the 
project “happened too quick-
ly” and thought it was done 
based off very little informa-
tion to go on. Other commit-
tees could look at this proj-
ect more, besides the Capital 
Planning Committee.

Wil l iam Cole of  the 
Planning Board wanted to 
comment on the boiler dis-
cussion and mentioned the 
town could look at grants and 
other alternatives. However, 

considering the current con-
dition on the school’s boil-
er, the town may not want 
to stretch out the timeline of 
this project considering its 
vulnerability. 

Rebecca Bottomley of the 
Conservation Commission 
described the school building 
as a big asset, and the boil-
er situation is something that 
can’t be put on hold for an 
extended period of time. 

“We can’t delay this for-
ever,” Bottomley said. 

The town wants to contin-
ue to support the school and 
keep the building maintained. 
The town will also assess 
what options are available in 
handling this project. 

Appointment
The Select Board appoint-

ed Nick Gaumond to the 
position of acting Fire Chief 
following the resignation 
of Fire Chief Josh Pease. 
Gaumond is currently the 
Deputy Fire Chief.

Public records fees
Select Board Vice-Chair 

William Tinker discussed 
public record requests and 
how fees are assessed and 
collected. 

Tinke r  sha red  th ree 
invoices with the rest of the 

SB discussed 
school boiler

Police 
vs. Fire
Basketball 
game fundraiser 
this Saturday

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE –  Ware  i s 
known for its decades-
long rivalry with a neigh-
boring town on the foot-
ball field, but there’s 
another one just as intense 
between the town’s own 
Police and Fire depart-
ments on the basketball 
court.

This Saturday, Feb. 7 
at 6 p.m., the teams will 
face off again in the Paul 
Orszulak Gymnasium at 
Ware Junior Senior High 
School, 237 West St. The 
cost is $5 per person to 
attend, and there will be 
concessions and 50/50 
raffle tickets available for 
sale as well. All proceeds 
will benefit the Class of 
2026.

Class of 2026 Advisor 
Betty Brown said this 
fundraiser has been ongo-
ing for about a decade, 
and that both the Police 
and Fire departments have 
been supportive of the stu-
dents.

“Their participation in 
this fundraiser is greatly 
appreciated!” she said. 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – In the 
winter of 1775-1776, Henry 
Knox and his men transport-
ed 59 pieces of heavy artil-
lery across a frozen land-

scape from Fort Ticonderoga 
in New York, to Dorchester 
Heights. 

According to the Fort 
Ticonderoga website, this 
artillery weighed nearly 60 
tons, and this Noble Train 
of Artillery, was known as 
“one of the most challenging 

operations of the American 
Revolution.”

At just 25 years old and 
a bookseller by trade, Knox 
and his men have long been 
recognized for their efforts, 
which proved to be a turning 
point in the war.

This past weekend, Old 
Sturbridge Village part-
nered with Fort Ticonderoga 
to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of this historic 
journey, offering a variety of 
demonstrations and activities 
for all to experience.

Historical re-enactor and 
longtime village blacksmith, 
Robert Lyon, spoke about 
his participation in a reenact-
ment of the march in 1976, 
when he was just a couple of 
years older than Knox was 
on the original journey.

The 1976 reenactment 
lasted 18 days, traveling 
through the Berkshires into 
Cambridge. 

Lyons spoke about the 
challenges they faced on the 
journey, and shared some 
of the highlights, includ-
ing a stay at Spec Pond in 
Wilbraham.

While camped at a pavil-

Knox’s Noble Train makes a stop

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
A historian described the conditions from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Massachusetts, and how the 59 pieces of 
artillery were moved 300 miles through a harsh winter.  

Please see WARREN, page 5

OSV celebrated 250th anniversary of historic event

Please see HARDWICK, 
page 3

Please see POLICE VS. 
FIRE, page 3

Please see KNOX, page 8

Please see GALA, page 11
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OAKHAM – The Select 
Board at their Tuesday, Jan. 
20 meeting accepted the 
letters of resignation from 
Patr ick Mardirosian as 
Highway Superintendent on 
effective Friday, Jan. 16 and 
from Christine Mardirosian 
as Town Clerk effective 
Friday, Jan. 23.

The Select Board would 
be advertising these posi-

tions. In the meantime, high-
way department employee 
Harold Black will make 
decisions on plowing and 
other work. He must obtain 
approval from the Select 
Board of  any highway 
department purchases over 
$500. The department will 
also need to purchase sand 
and salt. 

The Select Board autho-
rized repairs for one of the 
highway department vehi-
cles that had an engine skip. 
They said the department 

could not afford to be down 
a truck in winter with all the 
snow events.

Administrative Assistant 
Maribel LaRange will han-
dle the administrative work 
of paying bills,  submitting 
payroll and handling high-
way department mail. The 
Select Board will also have 
the U.S. Post Office deliv-
er the highway depart-
ment mail to Town Hall on 
Coldbrook Road rather than 
the highway building on 
Barre Road.

Part-time seasonal driver
T h e  S e l e c t  B o a r d 

approved the hiring of Eric 
Helley as a part-time season-
al driver. He has his CDL 
and worked part-time for the 
town in the past. 

Health and dental 
insurance

The Select Board voted 
to provide health and den-
tal insurance for Patrick 
M a r d i r o s i a n  t h r o u g h 
February. They will mail 
Consol ida ted  Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act 

insurance information to him 
with his last check. 

Town Clerk duties
Karen Harper, Assistant 

Town Clerk, will do the 
Town Clerk’s work until a 
replacement is found. 

STM
The Select Board set the 

date for the Special Town 
Meeting for Monday, March 
2 at 7 p.m. at the Oakham 
Center School. The STM 
will have an eminent domain 
article for Schoolhouse and 
Skyline Drives. They opened 

the warrant on Wednesday, 
Jan. 21 and closed it a week 
later on Wednesday, Jan. 28 
at 5 p.m. 

Regional School 
Agreement

Quabbin Regional School 
Distr ict  Superintendent 
Colleen Mucha sent a let-
ter stating she was will-
ing to meet with the Select 
Board to discuss the pro-
posed new regional school 
agreement. All five mem-

Highway superintendent and town clerk resign

Select 
Board 
heard
financial
update
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

HUBBARDSTON – The 
Select Board heard a finan-
cial update from interim 
Town Administrator Sean 
Fitzgerald at their meeting 
last Thursday. 

He said their finance team 
is still looking through fiscal 
years 2024 through 2026, in 
order to determine a budget 
forecast for the end of Fiscal 
Year 2026. 

Fitzgerald said he is 
working to determine a bud-
get format for FY 27 based 
on historical spending data 
in the town, over about a 
five year stretch. He said 
that format would likely be 
a zero base format, as it can 
facilitate analysis of the finer 
details of spending data. 

Select Board member 
Heather Munroe said a top 
priority remains releasing 
the financial impacts on res-
idents because of the fire 
truck purchase in 2017. 

The board also discussed 
the impact of the school 
district on their finances. 
Fitzgerald said looking at 
Department of Education 
Data over the last five years, 
and analyzing trends in 
school population is need-
ed. Fitzgerald said regular 
updates on town finances are 
important.

Town Administrator 
Search Committee

The board voted to amend 
the search committee from 
seven members to nine 
members. Previously, the 
requirements were two town 
employees, one planning 
board member, one mem-
ber involved in finance, and 
three residents. 

The amended charge 
upgrades the number of 
town employees to three and 
the number of residents to 
four. 

The board appointed the 
following members to the 
search committee: Residents 
Lee Perron, Kari Sacramone, 
Bella Kaldera and Faye 
Z u k o w s k i ,  F i n a n c i a l 
Committee Chairman Seth 
Knipe, town employees 
Elizabeth Clemence, Ryan 
Couture and Travis Brown, 
and a planning board mem-
ber to be announced. 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

H A R DW I C K  –  T h e 
condition of the boiler at 
Hardwick Elementary School 
was discussed during visi-
tor’s comments at the Jan. 28 
Select Board meeting.

As of now, the Capital 
Planning Committee is look-
ing into options on how to 
handle this project. Some of 
the options include repairing 
the currently existing tech-
nology of the school’s circa 
1990s boiler or replacing it 
entirely with new, modern 
technology. 

Considering the weather, 
the board members ques-
tioned if fixing the boiler 
would fall under an emergen-
cy plan. With any decision, 
the subject would require a 
special town meeting vote. 

Select Board Clerk Jeffrey 
Schaaf said he believes the 
project “happened too quick-
ly” and thought it was done 
based off very little informa-
tion to go on. Other commit-
tees could look at this proj-
ect more, besides the Capital 
Planning Committee.

Wil l iam Cole of  the 
Planning Board wanted to 
comment on the boiler dis-
cussion and mentioned the 
town could look at grants and 
other alternatives. However, 
considering the current con-
dition on the school’s boil-
er, the town may not want 
to stretch out the timeline of 
this project considering its 
vulnerability. 

Rebecca Bottomley of the 
Conservation Commission 
described the school building 
as a big asset, and the boil-

Select Board 
discussed
school boiler

DCR responded to requests by Watershed Advisory Committee
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

RUTLAND – The Ware 
River Watershed Advisory 
Committee heard respons-
es from the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
regarding the committee’s 
requests to increase access 
to the Rutland prison camp 
roads at their meeting last 
Thursday. 

The committee said they 
submitted a request to DCR 
to partially re-open select 
prison camp roads for turkey 
hunting season, as well as 
a request to increase vehi-
cle access to all prison camp 
roads a week prior to bear 
hunting season. 

Dan Clark, who is a 

representative from DCR 
presented the department’s 
responses to the com-
mittee’s requests. Clark 
explained that the DCR 
originally proposed to 
bar access to all roads of 
the prison camps except 
Coldbrook Road, before 
amending the proposal to 
be less restrictive. 

He said the department 
carefully scrutinizes all 
requests to determine wheth-
er the reasons presented 
in the request are strong 
enough to justify approval. 

The committee said their 
justifications for increasing 
access during turkey hunting 
season are to improve the 
relationship between turkey 
and deer, encourage youth 

hunting, and that turkeys 
contain pathogens that can 
be spread to other animals 
and humans, citing COVID 
as an example. 

In his response to this 
request, Clark said there 
is no literature that shows 
a significant correlation 
between turkey and deer 
populations. In terms of 
youth hunting, he said the 
DCR supports it, and offers 
it on much of their property. 

He said the mission of 
the DCR is not to maximize 
hunting, and that increasing 
vehicle access would not 
increase the prevalence of 
youth hunting. 

In response to the claim 
that turkeys carry harmful 
diseases, Clark said they 

carry no more or less than 
other wildlife. Clark said 
the justifications were not 
sufficient, and the proposed 
changes would not be made. 

The second request was 
to open all prison camp 
roads a week prior to bear 
season. The committee’s 
justification was increasing 
access would control the 
bear population. 

In his response to this 
request, Clark said the DCR 
has not received a request 
from Mass Wildlife to man-
age the bear populations, 
and that opening more 
roads would increase the 
prevalence of unauthorized 
vehicles entering. He said 
the justification was not ade-
quate, and the request would 

not be fulfilled. 
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 

Dennis Guberski said he 
provided Clark and the DCR 
with 600 peer reviewed ref-
erences supporting the claim 
that turkeys have communi-
cable diseases. He also said 
the references for deer rela-
tionships he sent in were not 
peer reviewed, but from var-
ious sportsman magazines. 

He questioned the DCR’s 
review process, saying that 
whether or not the referenc-
es are peer reviewed, the 
DCR does not take them 
into account. 

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Steve LaRivee said he pre-

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette

A young team of oxen prepared to get hitched to a sled.

Knox’s Noble Train stopped in Sturbridge

A historian portraying Henry Knox enlisted 
the help of young visitors in attendance at Old 
Sturbridge Village to secure a cannon to a sled. 
The museum held a weekend-long commemora-
tion of the 250th anniversary of Knox’s Noble Train 
of Artillery.

See OAKHAM, page 7

See HUBBARDSTON, 
page 7

See WATERSHED, 
page 6

See HARDWICK, page 6See KNOX,  page 8

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

STURBRIDGE – In 
the winter of 1775-1776, 
Henry Knox and his men 
transported 59 pieces of 
heavy artillery across a 
frozen landscape from 
For t  Ticonderoga  in 
New York, to Dorchester 
Heights. 

According to the Fort 
Ticonderoga website, this 
artillery weighed nearly 
60 tons, and this Noble 
Train of Artillery, was 
known as “one of the 
most challenging oper-
ations of the American 
Revolution.”

At just 25 years old 
and a bookseller by trade, 
Knox and his men have 
long been recognized 
for their efforts, which 
proved to be a turning 
point in the war.

This past weekend, 
Old Sturbridge Village 

pa r tne red  wi th  For t 
Ticonderoga to commem-
orate the 250th anniver-
sary of this historic jour-

ney, offering a variety of 
demonstrations and activ-
ities for all to experience.

Historical  re-enac-

tor and longtime village 
blacksmith, Robert Lyon, 
spoke about his participa-
tion in a reenactment of 
the march in 1976, when 
he was just a couple of 
years older than Knox 
was on the original jour-
ney.

The 1976 reenactment 
lasted 18 days, traveling 
through the Berkshires 
into Cambridge. 

Lyons spoke about the 
challenges they faced on 
the journey, and shared 
some of the highlights, 
including a stay at Spec 
Pond in Wilbraham.

While camped at a 
pavilion near the pond, a 
local woman offered to 
wash the clothes of the 
re-enactors, who had been 
on the road for quite some 
time. In exchange for this 
generous offer, all she 
requested was to have a 

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

The Wednesday, Feb. 
11 Select Board meeting 
opened with an appointment 
with first year Treasurer 
Ryan Mail loux 
to  d iscuss  h is 
Fiscal Year 2027 
employment con-
tract and review 
progress on goals 
tha t  had  been 
established in his 
FY 2026 contract. 

Mailloux has 
requested $34,000 
in salary for the 
coming fiscal year. 
His current salary 
of $25,000 cov-
ered 46 weeks and would 
have been $28,261 for a 
full year contract. “For the 
most part, I do think things 
are going well,” Mailloux 
said, adding that it was 
a little more of a heavier 
lift than he had originally 
thought. He said, “This job 
is just as much work as the 
other towns he serves and 
Huntington’s wages are not 
comparable to what the oth-
ers are paying him.” 

To date, the town has 
upgraded their accounting 
program to Vadar, which 
Mailloux said will be less 
redundant and has less 
room for errors. He has 
developed new time sheets 

and is rolling them out one 
department at a time. Booth 
noted that other goals had 
been accomplished includ-
ing correcting health and 
dental elections and deduc-
tions and Mailloux is cor-

r e c t i n g  t h e 
e m p l o y e e s 
that should be 
enrolled in and 
c o n t r i bu t i n g 
t o  O m n i bu s 
B u d g e t 
Reconciliation 
Act, a retire-
ment option for 
public employ-
ees who don’t 
qualify for a 
public pension 
but who also 

can’t get social security. 
Other business

In  other  business , 
the board unanimous-
ly approved applicants to 
the Strategic Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a n 
Working Group: Laurie 
Martell, Linda Hamlin, 
Brett Bourman and Robert 
Hebert. They also selected 
participants for the FY 2027 
Tax Work Off Program, 
which enables veterans and 
senior citizens to work off 
$500 of their annual prop-
erty tax bills through unpaid 
service to the town. As there 
was one more applicant 
than available slots, they 
drew a name for an alter-

nate, who could participate 
if any of the others are in 
arrears on tax or water bills 
by Monday, March 2. If 
any participants are behind, 
they will be disqualified and 
the alternate will take their 
place. 

The select board is 
also dealing with citizen 
complaints concerning 
two issues:  a truck ham-
pering egress into Integrity 
Trailer on Route 20, and 
two, continued discussion 
on a complaint about junk 
cars on private property, in 
violation of a recent bylaw 
change in town. 

Federal grant
It was announced that 

Fire Chief Joshua Ellinger 
received a Federal grant to 
replace fire hoses. Three 
different  quotes  were 
received and the lowest bid 
was by Industrial Protection 
Services, LLC with a quote 
of $30,170, unanimous-
ly approved by the board. 
According to Ellinger, 
the funding was awarded 
through a FEMA Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant (AFG), 
which supports fire depart-
ments nationwide with crit-
ical equipment, training 
and safety improvements. 
“We were fortunate to 
secure AFG funding specif-

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

Race Director Harry 
Rock announced registration 
for the 2026 Westfield River 
Wildwater Races is now 
open. 

Athletes can visit www.
westfieldriver.org/racer to 
register. Registration fees are 
$35 per person and rates will 
increase on Monday, March 
16 to $45 per person.

This year marks the 
71st year of the races, 
which date back to 1954. 
The race will take place on 
Saturday, April 18 with the 
Expert Race kicking off at 
9:30 a.m. from Knightville 
Dam and ending at the Route 
20 pulloff across from the 
Hilltown Community Health 
Center in Huntington. The 
Classic Race will begin at 
11 a.m. from the Mass DOT 
maintenance yard, off of the 
green bridge on Route 112 
in Huntington, and end in 
Woronoco Center.

A liability waiver must 
be signed by all participants 
individually, as each per-
son registers. Race day start 
times will be given in the 
chronological order that peo-
ple register. “If you are the 
tenth person to register, you 
are the tenth person to start,” 
Rock explained. “The earlier 
you register, the earlier you 

will start.”
Rock also said that 

some paddlers like to have 
several boats of family or 
friends paddling together. 
For this to work, Rock sug-
gests they organize a day and 
time for everyone to register 
at the same time. “Chances 

are very good that your start 
times will be next to one 
another, or very close,” Rock 
said, adding that it is very 
difficult for race officials to 
change recorded start times 
once people are registered 
and asking groups to please 
plan ahead.

There will be class-
es for solo canoes, tandem 
canoes, kayaks and Stand 
Up Paddleboards. Tandem 
canoes need to designate a 
team captain who will regis-
ter the team with their team 
name. The captain will pay 
for both themselves and their 

team partner. The team part-
ner then needs to go online, 
search for their team name 
and complete their infor-
mation and liability waiver. 
They do not have to pay, 
as their captain will have 

By Mary Kronholm
Correspondent

The Select Board dis-
cussed cleaning up and 
potentially re-arranging 
office space at the Town 
Hall at their Monday, Feb. 2 
meeting. 

This will be discussed at 
the department heads meet-
ing, which will be the last 
board meeting of February, 
on Monday, Feb. 23.

Inclement 
weather policy

The next week, on 
Monday,  Feb.  9 ,  t he 
board refined the inclem-
ent weather policy with 
some s l ight  modifica-
tions. If Gateway Regional 
School District is closed 
for a second day in a row 
due to weather, the Select 
Board Chair will notify the 
Administrative Assistant 
if the Town Hall will be 
closed also, on the second 
day; Cara Letendre and 
Joann Martine, respective-
ly. If the building is to be 
closed, Martin will notify 
departments. 

PLAN, page 6

Select 
Board plan 
to change 
office space

BLANDFORD

By Wendy Long
Correspondent

On the surprise rec-
ommendation of Select 
Board Chairman Roger 
Booth, the voters attending 
a Special Town Meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 voted 
down a warrant article.

The article sought to 
secure funding through 
available funds or by bor-
rowing to fund the Basket 
Street Water Main Extension 
Project to address PFAS 
showing up in a homeown-
er’s well at 51 Basket St. 
This house is closest to the 
former town landfill on the 
same street and the Poly-
Fluoro Alkyl Substances or 
“forever chemicals” is likely 
leaching from it. 

The warrant article for 
the meeting read, “To see if 
the Town will vote to trans-
fer from available funds or 
borrow a sum of money for 
the purpose of funding the 
Basket Street Water Main 
Extension Project, includ-
ing all incidental and relat-
ed costs, which expenditure 
may be reimbursed through 
an Emerging Contaminants 
in Small or Disadvantaged 
Communities (EC-SDC) 
grant; and to the extent that 
the appropriation hereunder 

may include monies from the 
Stabilization Fund, to accept 
the last paragraph of G. L. 
c40 Section 5B and dedicate 
any grant funds received 

for said purpose to the 
Stabilization Fund Account 
#825590.006; or take any 

Select Board discuss contract with Treasurer
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Submitted photo
Westfield River Race Director Harry Rock with Russell Select Board member Illiyd Fernandez, who is a race volunteer and 
kayak paddler.

Wildwater race registration is now open
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Huntington Finance Chairman Eric Jensen and Tighe & Bond’s 
Zach Chornyak discussing the latest word from Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection on use of grant funds 
to cover the Basket Street Water Main project. Voters were 
able to vote down the single warrant article authorizing use 
of stabilization funds and borrowing to front the project costs, 
which is no longer necessary.

Single article received grant, 
Taxpayer funding was no longer needed
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – Luke LaBor-
de is going for the rank of 
Eagle Scout in the next cou-
ple of months, and is leading 
his troop on a project to raise 
awareness and collect sup-
plies for at-risk or homeless 
veterans.

His great-grandfather a 
Korean War conflict veteran, 
LaBorde said his grandfather 
made the suggestion to him 
to do an Eagle Scout project 
that helps out local veterans.

LaBorde said he has 
teamed up with Soldier On, 
an organization that helps 
local veterans with housing, 
and has a facility located on 
S. Westfield St. in Agawam.

“I met with them and pre-
sented my project to them,” 
LaBorde said. “They were 
supportive and are going to 
help get our care packages 
out to veterans who need 
them.”

LaBorde said at first, his 
project was about collect-
ing shoes, but morphed into 
seeking to create full care 
packages with needed sup-
plies for homeless veterans.

“We thought the care 
packages would work better,” 
LaBorde said.

Last Sunday, LaBorde 
led some members of Scout 
Troop 82 in a donation drive 
outside Stop & Shop on 
Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills.

LaBorde and the scouts 
presented a poster board to 
store-goers showing what 
the project was, and many 
leaving the store left mone-
tary donations, which he will 
use to buy supplies he needs 
to make the care packages.

Coming up this weekend, 
LaBorde and the scouts will 

hold two donations drives. 
The first will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 21 outside of Geissler’s 
Supermarket on Suffield St. 
On Sunday, Feb. 22, he will be 
back outside of Stop & Shop. 
Both drives will go from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“This is a great project for 
him to lead the scouts on,” 
said Troop Leader Mark Mc-
Laughlin. “It will definitely be 
appreciated by the veterans 
in the community.”

Anyone who is able to 
make donations this coming 
weekend are asked to bring 
them out to the donations 
drives this weekend.

Among the supplies need-
ed, any kind of clothing, and 

hygiene products such as 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, ra-
zors, deodorant, mouthwash, 
wash clothes, soap, hand 
warmers, and dental floss. 

Once collected over the 
next few weeks, LaBorde will 
purchase more supplies with 
the monetary donations and 
construct as many care pack-
ages as he can. He will bring 
them to Leeds, and some of 
them will be distributed in 
Agawam to veterans in need 
locally.

Following the completion 
of the project, LaBorde will 
make a presentation to the 
scout board for consider-
ation of his Eagle Scout rank, 
which he must complete by 

May, when he turns 18-years-
old.

If you are unable to make 
it to the donation drives this 
weekend, but would still 

like to assist in LaBorde and 
Troop 82’s efforts, you can 
contact LaBorde at 413-222-
4519 or by email at lukelabor-
de30@gmail.com.

Battery Energy facility enters site plan approval stage
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – On Thursday, 
Feb. 19, the Agawam Plan-
ning Board will hear a site 
plan proposal for the recent-
ly named “Agawam Energy 
Center.”

Longroad Energy is the 
company that is working to 
establish a battery energy 
storage system in town. The 
BESS are allowed by right 
thanks to state law despite 
heavy resistance from res-
idents in many towns and 
cities who are afraid of the 
harsh environmental im-
pacts if there is a leak or 
some type of a fire resulting 
from the facilities.

Mayor Christopher John-
son held information ses-
sions with Longroad last 
month, working to inform 
the public on the realities of 
BESS along with the current 
intentions of Longroad En-
ergy.

Longroad noted during 
the information sessions 
that while they have the abil-
ity to locate a facility in Aga-
wam, thanks to ordinances 
installed by the Agawam City 
Council about a year ago, 

and BESS facility that looks 
to locate in town must ad-
here to some of the highest 
safety standards and in the 
entire country, one of their 
representatives said.

Residents were able to 
view the plans for the facility 
at length as well as ask ques-
tions of project managers.

Johnson held two in-
formation sessions at the 
Agawam Senior Center to 
accomplish this, with city 
councilors and other town 
officials available to inter-
act with residents who have 
questions and concerns.

“This was something that 
was approved at the state 

level,” Johnson. “There is 
nothing that can be done to 
prevent them from coming 
in.”

Johnson also advised res-
idents, who packed the din-
ing hall at the senior center, 
that Agawam is not the only 

Incumbent 
announces 
re-election 
campaign

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

AGAWAM – With the re-
lease of nomination papers 
last week came an expected 
announcement from State 
Rep. Nicholas Boldyga that 
he will indeed seek re-elec-
tion for another term in the 
state House of Representa-
tives.

Boldyga is one of a small 
handful of Republican legis-
lators in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and he 
has overcome Democratic 
challengers multiple times, 
though he was unopposed 
two years ago.

This year, to make up for 
that, he will face not one, but 
likely two challengers.

Democrat and current 
Agawam City Councilor 
Thomas Hendrickson and 
independent former South-
wick Select Board member 
Jason Perron have both made 
announcements in the pre-
vious few weeks looking to 
challenge for Boldyga’s seat 
which he has held since the 
beginning of 2010.

Boldyga continues to seek 
an end to wasteful spending 
and says he is running to pro-
mote transparency and com-
mon-sense policy.

“It has been an honor to 
serve as state representative,” 
Boldyga said in an announce-
ment made on social media. 
“I am running because too 
many families, seniors, and 
small businesses are being 
priced out of Massachusetts 

BOLDYGA   ❙   page 10
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Swimmers break record

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Agawam High School 400 freestyle 
relay recently broke a record. AHS Principal James Blain 
recently congratulated Donna Carrier, Vincy Cheung, 
Hannah Newsome, and Angie Prividenyuk for an incredible 
performance and a brand-new school record. What an 
exciting and well-deserved achievement for this amazing 
team. They completed the event at 3:54.74.

TURLEY PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Representatives from Longroad Energy present their plans for a battery energy storage system in 
Agawam.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Members of Troop 82, led by Eagle Scout-hopeful Luke LaBorde, 
hold a donation drive last Sunday at Stop & Shop. The goal of the 
donation drive is build care packages for at-risk and homeless 
veterans.

Eagle Scout projectEagle Scout project
Luke LaBorde seeks donations for 

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Sticky Pickup; a new game where 
students wrap a classmate in duct 
tape, sticky side out, and the taped 
student has to roll on the ground to 
pick up as many dropped cards as 
they can during the time limit. The 
Senior Class only missed two cards 
out of the dropped 72.

Senior Center celebrate Valentine’s Day in style
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – For more 
than four decades, Winter 
Carnival has been a hallmark 
of school spirit at Monson 
High School, and this year’s 
celebration on Friday, Feb. 
13, once again transformed 
the building into a colorful 
showcase of student creativ-

ity, friendly competition and 
long-standing tradition.

Vice Principal Mary 
Zurawka, a 2006 graduate of 
Monson High School now 
serving in her second year 
as an administrator, said this 
year’s event carried special 
meaning for her.

“I’m really excited to 
be participating in Winter 
Carnival as a staff member 

for the first time as a former 
graduate,” Zurawka said, 
proudly sporting her original 
Class of 2006 senior T-shirt. 
“I actually just texted one of 
my good friends saying that 
I’m competing in the staff 
versus student volleyball 
game this year instead of on 
the student side.”

MONSON

MHS hosts annual 
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – The Palmer 
School Committee convened 
for its regular meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11.

Before moving into re-
ports, OMP Principal Holly 
Riopel extended an invitation 
to committee members to vis-
it Old Mill Pond School for a 
tour of its programs and class-
rooms, encouraging them to 
see student learning in action.

Student Representatives 
Highlight Academics, 

Fundraisers and 
School Spirit

Fifth-grade Student 
Council representatives Miles 
Gobbout and James Jianc-
es shared a detailed update 
from Old Mill Pond Elemen-
tary School, outlining a busy 
stretch of winter activities.

The school is celebrating 
Valentine’s Spirit Week and 
preparing for its “Cold Weath-
er, Warm Hearts” outdoor 
event on Feb. 13. Students 
also provided a lighthearted 
update on the school’s adopt-
ed cow, Sunflower, who now 
weighs 250 pounds.

Academically, MCAS 
testing is approaching, with 
English Language Arts sched-
uled from March 23 through 
April 9, science on April 28 
and 29, and math from May 5 
through May 20. WIDA test-
ing for multilingual learners 
has been completed.

Fourth grade is prepar-
ing for Career Day, and the 
PTO continues to organize 
events and fundraisers. The 
upcoming “Someone Special 
Aunt Me Dance” will be held 
in April. A “Snowball Fight” 
fundraiser runs through April 
10, and Valentine’s Day grams 
have already raised more than 
$200. Recent Krispy Kreme 
and Little Caesars fundraisers 
have concluded.

PALMER
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Senior Center was filled 
with music, conversation and 
the warmth of community on 
Feb. 12 as seniors gathered 
for a festive Valentine’s Day 

party featuring a live jazz per-
formance and luncheon.

The afternoon celebra-
tion blended classic love 
songs with social time, of-
fering attendees a chance 
to enjoy both entertainment 
and fellowship in the heart 
of winter.

Providing the soundtrack 
for the event was the jazz duo 
known as Heart and Strings, 
made up of vocalist and mu-
sician Amy Scott and fellow 
performer Phil Crouch. Per-
forming a mix of jazz stan-
dards and traditional Valen-
tine’s Day favorites, the pair 

kept toes tapping and heads 
nodding throughout the hour-
long set.

“It’s mostly jazz songs, 
along with a few traditional 
Valentine’s Day songs,” Kel-
ly Bergeron, director of the 
Monson Senior Center, ex-
plained as the music carried 
through the dining area.

Crouch, who joked that 
he has been involved in mu-
sic “since birth…pre-birth,” 
said he has been performing 
for roughly 47 years. Scott 
came to music later but has 
returned to it in recent years 
and has been teaching for the 
past three years at local music 
studio, Falcetti’s. Both per-
formers share a background 
in music education and per-
formance, bringing experi-
ence and easy rapport to the 
stage.

The duo’s appearance 
at the Senior Center came 
through a personal connec-

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Select Board convened 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10, tackling 
a wide range of municipal is-
sues from mounting snow and 
ice costs and long-term budget 
challenges to grant opportuni-
ties, committee appointments, 
and a new fundraising effort 
for Memorial Hall.

Public Comment 
Highlights Open Meeting 

Law Violation and 
Election Reminders
During public comment, 

Roxanne Gunther raised 
concerns about an Open 
Meeting Law violation from 
November 10, 2025, stating 
the meeting had not been 
properly posted. Town coun-
sel acknowledged the viola-
tion, explaining it was unin-
tentional and the result of a 
miscommunication. Gunther 
stressed that such matters 

must be taken seriously to 
maintain public trust.

Town Clerk Mary Wat-
son used the public comment 
period to remind residents 
to return their annual census 
forms promptly to avoid the 
cost of a second mailing. She 
also outlined key election 
dates, including the town 
election on June 9, the state 
primary on September 1, 
and the November election 
on November 3. Nomination 
papers for various town of-
fices will be available begin-
ning March 2.

Town Administrator 
Outlines Mounting 
Budget Challenges
In her report, Town Ad-

ministrator Jennifer Wolo-
wicz detailed ongoing mu-

Select Board contend with 
mounting budget issues

MONSON

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

MONSON – The Mon-
son Public Schools School 
Committee convened for a 
wide-ranging regular busi-
ness meeting that touched 
on athletics, new academic 
opportunities, looming finan-
cial pressures, and the Su-
perintendent’s early findings 
about the district’s strengths 

and challenges. Over the 
course of the evening, mem-
bers reviewed budget projec-
tions, discussed operational 
changes for next year, and 
voted on several policy up-
dates before entering execu-
tive session to discuss litiga-
tion strategy.

Financial Outlook and 
Budget Pressures

A liaison report from 
the recent Tri-Board meeting 

painted a sobering fiscal pic-
ture for the town. Monson is 
facing a preliminary budget 
shortfall estimated between 
$550,000 and $600,000. In 
addition, the Group Insur-
ance Commission is antici-
pating health insurance in-
creases ranging from 3.9% 
to 7.9%, and GLP-1 medica-
tions are expected to be re-
moved from coverage.

Town reserves are cur-

rently below recommended 
levels, prompting discussion 
of longer-term solutions be-
yond annual budget balanc-
ing. Officials have begun 
considering the possibility 
of an override, which would 
require three-year financial 
planning. Although the Gov-
ernor has proposed increases 
to local and rural aid, includ-
ing Chapter 70 funds, those 
figures remain subject to 

legislative approval. Without 
additional revenue or use of 
reserves, across-the-board 
cuts in all town departments 
may be necessary.

The committee approved 
minutes from prior Finance 
Subcommittee and Regular 
Business meetings, with a 
minor clarification regarding 
Ms. Nothe-Valley’s direct 

Monson School Committee facing major budget shortfall
MONSON
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Monson Police Chief, Nicholas Gasperini, poses with two lovely ladies at the luncheon.

PALMER

By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

PALMER – Students at 
Old Mill Pond Elementary 
traded their desks for snow 
pants and mittens this past 
Friday, Feb. 13, as Princi-
pal Holly Riopel led the 
school’s “Cold Weather, 
Warm Hearts” winter cele-
bration; a spirited, school-
wide outdoor event designed 
to embrace the season and 
create lasting memories for 
students.

The event was part of 
the school’s broader Spir-
it Week programming, but 
instead of staying indoors, 
administrators and staff 
decided to take advantage 
of fresh snowfall and crisp 
winter temperatures to bring 
students outside for an after-
noon of laughter, teamwork 
and play.

“This is Cold Weather, 
Warm Hearts,” Riopel said, 
smiling as students raced 

Cold weather, 
warm hearts heat up 
‘Snow Day’ at OMP

OMP   ❙   page 16

Turley photo by Abigail McCoy

Principal Holly Riopel stands with students Viola Maresca 
and Jayden Riopel.

Student
honored 
for civics 
project

winter carnival

L O C A L  N E W S .  L O C A L  S T O R I E S .  L O C A L  A D V E R T I S E R S .  S I N C E  1 9 9 8 .

www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

Chicopee Register
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com February 13, 2026  Vol 30  No. 40   ❙    FREE

Honorees are celebrated at
Annual President’s Dinner

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The 
community gathered at the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 on Feb. 7 for the 
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee’s Annual 
President’s Dinner.

This year’s honorees 
are 2026 Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa, Haley 
Jarvis for the Woods Award, 
the Atkinson Award to the 
Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69 and Home As-
sociation and 2026 Parade 
Marshal Bernie St. George.

Parade Committee Vice 
President Krystenlee Pepin 

served as event host while 
2024 Parade Committee 
President Meghan Balakier 
and Ward 6 City Councilor 
Samuel Shumsky served as 
the emcees.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by the New England 
Celi Band featuring Jimmy 
McArdle and Friends, spon-
sored by Freedom Cred-

it Union, and Presz-Perry 
Acoustic, sponsored by 
KLM Automotive, and the 
invocation led by Fr. Robert 
Gentile at St. Rose de Lima 
Church. Blue Room Café 
was hall sponsor. Jarvis has 
been involved with the Pa-
rade Committee as a member 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE – Like much 
of the Northeast, Chicopee got 
slammed by a winter storm 
several weeks ago that left the 
city with more than a foot of 
snow. 

It was the worst snow-
storm the region has experi-
enced in more than a decade, 
and the Chicopee Department 
of Public Works faced more 
challenges than the weather. 

Several elected officials 
identified during the Feb. 3 
meeting of the City Council 
that the DPW is notably un-
derstaffed. 

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello requested that 
the city provide the board with 
an updated list of vacancies at 
the DPW. 

She stressed the impor-
tance of getting the depart-
ment back to full staff, as many 
medical professionals from 
Baystate Health in Springfield 
live in Chicopee and must get 
to work regardless of how 
much snow there is. 

“I want an updated report 
and make sure that our first 
responders can get in and out 

of their streets and ambulanc-
es and fire and police can get 
down streets and get those 
nurses into Baystate,” Costel-
lo said. 

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe said he was equal-
ly interested in learning how 
many vacancies there current-
ly are at the DPW. 

“I know it was report-
ed on the news, but I would 
also be interested,” McAuliffe 
said. “I would request that as 
however that report looks like, 
we could get a blurb on what 
our recruitment and retention 
efforts are as well by Human 
Resources.”

City Council President/
Councilor-at-Large Frank La-
flamme said he has been in 
touch with the proper channels 
to make the report a reality. He 
emphasized that the DPW per-
formed well during the storm 
despite the obstacles. 

“Let’s keep in mind, ev-
erybody knows there’s a work-
er shortage out there for every 
department, so I don’t want to 
diminish the work the DPW 
did through this past snow-
storm and continues to do. 

Understaffed DPW 
shines during
recent snowstorm

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

From the left, Grand Knight Dan Therrien, Ray LeHoullier, president of the Home Association for the Knights of Columbus Elder 
Council 69, 2026 Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee President Aly Sliwa, Woods Award Winner Haley Jarvis and 2026 
Parade Marshal Bernie St. George.

Chicopee Parade Committee holds Irish Tea
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — On Feb. 
8, 12 Chicopee Colleen hope-
fuls gathered inside the Por-
tuguese American Club to 
partake in a traditional “Irish 
Tea”, which served as an op-
portunity for the contestants 
to get acquainted with each 
other, and take in the ‘green 
season’ experience ahead of 
the grand Coronation Ball 
later this month on Saturday, 
Feb. 21, where the title of 
2026 Grand Colleen will be 
bestowed. 

The event also featured 
local dignitaries, including 
Mayor John Vieau, various 
representatives from the City 
Council, and honorary guest 
speaker, Professor Laura Mc-
Neil, PhD, Director of Hon-
ors Program and Professor of 
History, from Elms College, 
who both provided ample in-
sight into the importance of 

Irish culture in the city.
2026 Chicopee St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade Committee 
President Aly Sliwa reflected 
on the overall progression of 
the parade season as it was 
fast approaching.  

“It’s going quite well, all 
of the girls are excited, and 
like always, we continue to 
have a great group of girls, 
and we keep telling them 
these next couple of weeks 
are going to be fast, but it will 
all work out on ball night and 
see who’s crowned,” Sliwa 
said. 

Sliwa also discussed the 
importance of past achieve-
ments, such as the reveal of 
the official Chicopee Tartan 
in December 2025, and how 
the Parade Committee contin-
ues to push forward and inno-
vate every year. 

“I mean, the tartan reveal 
overall was so special, and 
unique in its own way, and 
that was just a great way to 

kick off the parade season,” 
Sliwa said. “And honestly, the 
group that did the tartan just 
spent so much time and ef-

fort into it, and it’s truly just 
a great thing to have.”  

The current reigning 
2025 Grand Colleen, Daiana 

Torres, and her court, consist-
ing of Emma Caproni, Han-
nah O’Neil, Meghan Oxley,  
and Wilmette Cumba were 

also in attendance for the fes-
tivities.

Torres shared how a 
sense of closure and the pro-
verbial moment of passing the 
torch has started to set in, and 
has become apparent for each 
member. 

“I’m feeling bittersweet 
as this past Saturday was the 
President’s Dinner, and that’s 
when it hit that we have two 
weeks left in our reign, and 
we also understand that we 
will forever be marked as the 
2025 Colleen and her court,” 
Torres said. 

Torres said she is excited 
to pass the crown down and 
to see who earns the title and 
takes the spotlight for 2026. 

“I’m truly excited to pass 
the torch down, pass down the 
experiences, to the new five 
girls who can experience it,” 
Torres  said 

She also explained the 

Black History Month celebrated in flag-raising
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - It was 
standing-room only inside 
City Hall Auditorium on Feb. 
6 for the Fourth Annual Black 
History Month flag-raising 
ceremony.

The festivities included 
performances by the Chi-
copee Comprehensive High 
School   and Chicopee High 
School choirs, remarks from 
Mayor John Vieau, Super-
intendent Dr. Marcus Ware, 
Springfield City Council-
or-at-Large Justin Hurst, Dr. 
Slandie Dieujuste, the vice 
chancellor for Student Affairs 
at Springfield College, Elms 
College President Dr. Harry 
Dumay, Kiyota Garcia, the 
assistant vice president of Stu-
dent Affairs and Chief Equity 
Officer at Springfield Techni-
cal Community College, and 
Holyoke Community College 

President Dr. George Tim-
mons.

Springfield School Com-
mittee Member, staff director/
chief of staff for State Rep. Or-
lando Ramos (D-Springfield) 
and The Kwanzaa Collective 
President Ayanna Crawford 
served as mistress of ceremo-
nies.

Community recognition 
awards were also given out 
to Artise Carr, the CEO and 
founder of The Kidney Ad-
vocate LLC and an ambassa-
dor for the American Kidney 
Fund, and Erns Rinvill, the 
organizer for Toys for Tots 
in Chicopee. Rinvill also sur-
prised Venus Roman, a local 
bus driver, for her support of 
Toys for Tots with a special 
framed honor and dedicated 
his award to her. 

The mayor’s proclama-
tion was presented to Chicop-

TURLEY PHOTO BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Local and state elected officials, community members and more gather together for a group photo under the Black History Month 
flag.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEL RODOWICZ

2025 Reiging Grand Colleen Daiana Torres and her Colleen Court .  Not pictured but also part of the 
Court is Meghan Oxley.

See DPW page 5
See PRESIDENT’S 

DINNER page 3

See BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH page 7

See IRISH TEA page 5

◗

◗

◗

◗

◗

Agawam, Feeding Hills
Paid Circulation 

Barre, South Barre, North Brookfield, Oakham, 
Rutland, Hubbardston, Petersham, Wheelwright, 

Hardwick, New Braintree, Ware
Paid Circulation 

Chicopee, Holyoke, South Hadley,  
West Springfield, East Springfield

Store Drops 

Blandford, Chester, Chesterfield, Cummington, 
Westhampton, Easthampton, Goshen, 

Haydenville, Huntington, Northampton, Florence, 
Plainfield, Russell, Southampton, Westfield, 
Montgomery, Williamsburg, Worthington, 

Pittsfield, Becket, Washington, Dalton, 
Hinsdale, Peru, Middlefield, Otis

Paid Circulation  

Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Wales, Holland, 
Bondsville, Thorndike, Three Rivers, Fiskdale

Paid Circulation 

1212 
Weekly Community

Newspapers

Reaching 50 
communities 
every week!

◗

◗

◗

Brookfield, West Brookfield, North Brookfield,
 East Brookfield, Sturbridge
Direct Mail & Store Drops 

Ludlow, Indian Orchard, Wilbraham
Store Drops 

Belchertown, Granby, Amherst, Hadley
 Direct Mail: Belchertown 

Store Drops: Amherst, Granby, Hadley 
 

◗ 
O

u
r 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s

413-283-8393
www.turley.com

NORTHAMPTON

AMHERSTHADLEY

SOUTHAMPTON

AGAWAM

HOLYOKE

CHICOPEE

LUDLOW

WILBRAHAM

HAMPDEN

MONSON

PALMER

GRANBYSOUTH
HADLEY

BELCHERTOWN WARE

PETERSHAM

HARDWICK

BARRE

HUBBARDSTON

OAKHAM

RUTLAND

NEW BRAINTREE

WEST 
BROOKFIELD

NORTH
BROOKFIELD

BROOKFIELD EA
ST

BR
O

O
KF

IE
LD

STURBRIDGE

WARREN

BRIMFIELD

WALES HOLLAND

PLAINFIELD

CUMMINGTON

MIDDLEFIELD

BECKET

OTIS

SANDISFIELD

RUSSELL

M
ONTGOM

ERY

CHESTER

WORTHINGTON

WILLIAMSBURGCHESTERFIELD

H
U

N
TI

N
G

TO
N

BLANDFORD

WEST-
HAMPTON

EAST
HAMPTON

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

GOSHEN

WESTFIELD

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
title of newly appointed 
vice president went to City 
Councilor At Large, Israel 
Rivera, who admitted he 
felt, “fully supported, appre-
ciative and just at a loss for 
words,” Rivera admitted. 
Before acknowledging ‘it’s 
a work in place position, but 
he is ready to support both 
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti and the rest of 
the city council going for-
ward, as he provided insight 
into what the role of VP will 
entail.

“For now, I was told I 
am a fill-in for whenever 
the president (Romboletti) 
isn’t around, and to help 
balance the city council, 
department heads, and the 
mayor, because everyone is 
on different levels,” he said. 
“We also have to remem-
ber sometimes the president 
may not be able to connect 
with someone, and I could, 
and it goes vice versa, that it 
kinda plays out and works in 
favor of the city government 
to have this type of balanced 
relationship.” 

Rivera also disclosed 
that the primary element of 
focus is to continue to move 
forward with the Fiscal 
Modernization Act, as a way 
of ensuring a future of sta-
bility is put in place, citing 
concern for his family and 
the youth 10-15 years down 
the road. He also touched 
upon the importance of the 
community response division 
taking shape and having a 
foundation to lean on.  

“We’re looking to miti-
gate the issues of homeless-
ness and substance abuse, 
which stem from reentry, 
and as a former incarcerated 
individual, I want to make 
sure we’re putting that at the 
forefront, and we’re trying 
to help out,” Rivera said. 
“And the community I feel 
that needs it the most in the 
city of Holyoke are usual-

HOLYOKE – On 
New Year’s Eve, First 
Night Junior was hosted 
once again at Heritage 
Park at the Merry-Go-
Round. The event fea-
tured many fun activities 
for young people, includ-
ing a simulated ball drop 
for little ones who were 
not going to make it until 
midnight. The event has 
been held in the past and 
has been very successful.

City Council 
vice president 
appointed for 
first time

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti re-elected as city council president for new term, vice president chosen
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent 

HOLYOKE –  Af te r 
a historic inauguration, the 
newly appointed Holyoke 
City Council adjourned to 
the chamber to appoint a City 
Council President, along with 
the reveal of a Vice President 
as well. 

It was quickly decided 
that returning City Councilor 
at Large Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti, who was the 
woman elected to the posi-
t ion,  secured the votes 
to regain the role of City 
Council President by a mar-
gin of 11-1-1. City Councilor 
At Large Israel  Rivera 
secured the historic appoint-
ment by a margin of 8-2-2-1. 

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e 
achievement was Romboletti 
herself. 

“I’m very excited to 
have the confidence of the 
Holyoke City Council to 
serve as president for a sec-
ond term. I’m grateful, and 
I do not take any of this for 
granted,” Romboletti said. “I 
also know we have a lot of 
important work that we need 

to do, especially in the next 
couple of weeks, as it relates 
to our Municipal Finances, 
something we have been 
talking about for years now, 
and I feel that is going to 
take priority.” 

She is looking around 
the  chamber  wi th  new 

faces and constituents; this 
chapter is a ‘fresh start’, a 
running theme among all 
parties within the Garcia 
Administration as it enters its 
2nd term in the Paper City. 

“It’s what the people of 
Holyoke wanted and they 
sent a very clear message, 

and as President as I said 
during my remarks that I’m 
going to try to bring every-
one to the middle, I want 
everyone in the communi-
ty to feel empowered and 
engaged, and so when were 
working well together, hope-
fully members of the com-

munity will step up and help 
our efforts as well,” she said. 

Romboletti also empha-
sized the point of working 
together, as she cited that 
the role of the legislative 
branch is to exhibit and 
hold the executive branch to 
an understanding of checks 

and balances. 
“We need to figure out 

what’s important to everyone 
so we can do this strategical-
ly so we can really make the 
most of the next two years, 
and that involves hearing 
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HOLYOKE – Last week, 
The Board of Assessors 
sent a letter to the Mayor and 
the City Council acknowl-
edging an error on the FY26 
property tax bills due to a 
miscommunication with the 
vendor used by Board of 
Assessors to generate tax 
bills. 

The letter reads as fol-
lows:

This communication is 
intended to update you on 
a tax billing issue that was 
recently identified. 

On Friday, 01/02/2026, 
it was discovered that the 
FY26 tax bills used a CPA 
assessment rate of 1.5%. 
This was incorrect; the rate 
should have been set at 1.0% 
in accordance with the bal-
lot initiative approved last 
November and reflected on 
the third-quarter bill. The 
issue stemmed from a mis-
communication with the 
vendor used by this office to 
generate tax bills once the 
final rate is voted on by the 
Council. 

Upon discovery of the 
error, this office immediate-
ly began working with the 
Tax Collector and Treasurer 
to resolve the issue. We have 
since begun recalculating the 
affected bills to ensure the 
correct CPA assessment is 
applied. 

As of the date of this 
communication  [January 5, 
2026], most of the correc-
tive work has been complet-
ed, and we expect the pro-
cess to be finalized within 
the next day. The corrected 
information will be reflect-
ed on the fourth-quarter tax 
bills, which will be mailed in 
April.

In the interim, taxpay-
ers may request an updated 
tax statement and, by the 
end of this week, will be 
able to download corrected 
bills through the UniPay sys-
tem available on the City’s 
website: holyoke.org. Any 
taxpayer who has already 
made a payment based on 

Assessors 
apologize 
for property 
tax bill error

See ERROR, page 6
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Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia watches on as the City Council gathers for the first time.
Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

lights up 
Heritage 
Park

Top photo, Valentina Porter 
and Emilia Costa ride the 
merry-go-round.  Right , 
Penelope Lynch with Moana. 
Please see more photos on 
page 16.

Turley photos by David Henry 

Holyoke City Council President Tessa Murphy-Romboletti leads the 
new chamber.
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W Brookfield 
held STM, 
each article 
passed
By Zacharias Fragkiadakis

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– The Town of West Brook-
field held a special town 
meeting at the elementary 
school last Tuesday. 

There were eight articles 
voted on, including appro-
priations, transfer of funds, 
and an article relating to 
funding repairs of the town 
hall.

Article 1
Article 1 asked voters to 

approve supplemental ap-
propriations to fund town 
departments or projects. 
The warrant said these funds 
were previously approved at 
a past town meeting. 

The amount of money 
to be transferred was about 
$180,000, with recommen-
dations for approval from 
the Select Board and Advi-
sory Committee. The article 
passed.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The School Committee 
held a special meeting to re-
view proposed tuition agree-
ments from the Quaboag Re-
gional and Quabbin Regional 
school districts for the town’s 
middle and high school stu-

dents.
At the Feb. 4 meeting, 

School Committee member 
and chair of the Tuition Task 
Force, Matt Grant, said the 
purpose of the meeting was 
to have an open discussion 
about the future of the North 
Brookfield Public Schools.

“We do have a lot to 
be proud of here at North 
Brookfield,” Grant said. “But 

we do also have to acknowl-
edge that there are real chal-
lenges that we face with our 
size, particularly in terms of 
limited programming and the 
state funding formulas that 
work against districts with 
low enrollment and a high 
choice-out rate.”

Grant said the School 
Committee is responsible for 
offering a high-quality pub-

lic education that meets the 
needs of all students.

“We deeply care about our 
students and their future,” he 
said. “I am very hopeful that 
we can all come together as 
a community to make a de-
cision that is fiscally respon-
sible to taxpayers and also 
supports the needs of all stu-
dents in town.”

Grant said while ideally, 

the town would continue to 
have a “thriving K-12 district 
in town,” it is not unusual 
for small towns to not have a 
middle/high school. He said 
currently, there are over 200 
North Brookfield students 
attending schools out of dis-
trict.

Grant said the two pro-
posals were analyzed inde-
pendently by David Verdoli-

no, a 40-year Certified Public 
Accountant with 25 years ex-
perience as a school business 
administrator. 

“It’s an analysis,” Verdoli-
no said. “There won’t be con-
clusions, and there won’t be a 
recommendation from me as 
part of this analysis.”

Tuition proposals from Quaboag and Quabbin analyzed

Winter continues, and so does the Winter Farmers Market
By Richard Murphy

Correspondent

WEST BROOKFIELD 
– By Feb. 6, most of the 
digging out had taken 
place and it was time for 
the West Brookfield Winter 
Farmers Market at 3 p.m. 
in the First Congregational 
Church. 

At a table, Terry Hall 
of the church, was display-

ing the lovely quilt made 
by Mary Deotte, a church 
member and officer. The 
lady makes one every year. 
The quilt is on raffle and 
will be drawn on Dec. 6, 
which conveniently is the 
next White Christmas in 
West Brookfield.

Tickets are only $5 
or three for $10 to win a 
beautiful quilt “made with 
love.”

Many regular vendors 
were arrayed on the sides 
of the hall, but it was time 
to put a couple of them 
under the figurative mi-
croscope. They are Blair 
House Blooms and Kelly 
Homestead Apiary.

Blair House Blooms
Walking straight in the 

hall, on the right is Robyn 
Scott who has been at this 
spot for years now. Robyn, 

whose operation is Blair 
House Blooms, of 50 West 
Main St. in West Brook-
field, is well known for tu-
lips, and this day, on her 
table, they were there in 
profusion with a wide vari-
ety of colors.

Robyn knows the tulip 
business as she has studied 

Terry Hall displayed a blue onion pattern quilt being raffled by the First 
Congregational Church at the West Brookfield Winter Farmers Market. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY RICHARD MURPHY
Robyn Scott and her Blair House Blooms.

Dinner fundraiser held to 
support Hearts for Heat

C4R promotes 
conservation, 
stewardship and 
enjoyment of rivers

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, 

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council 

Guest Contributor

wa·ter·shed ‘wôder SHed, 
‘wäder Shed noun

noun: watershed; plural 
noun: watersheds

1. an area or ridge of land 
that separates waters flowing 
to different rivers, basins, or 
seas.

• an area or region drained 
by a river, river system, or 
other body of water.

2. 2. an event or period 
marking a turning point in a 
course of action or state of 
affairs.

“these works mark a wa-
tershed in the history of mu-
sic”

Editor’s Note: This is the 
first part in a multi-part se-
ries about the Chicopee 4Riv-
ers Watershed Council.

Just over a decade ago, 
a small group of people be-
gan to renew an idea: the 
Chicopee Watershed and its 

tributaries should be better 
known and appreciated by 
local residents and even peo-
ple beyond. 

It was a watershed mo-
ment, meaning what hap-
pened could tip in one of 
two directions: either people 
engaged or did not. Fortu-
nately enough people  be-
came involved.

The name of the idea 
was the Chicopee 4Rivers 
Watershed Council because 
four rivers made up the wa-
tershed.

It was a slow but posi-
tive start, initial goals and 
actions were modest. C4R 
sponsored river area clean 
ups, fun paddles, and a mod-
est six site sampling program 
on two rivers. 

By 2017 C4R had ex-
panded to 10 sites on all four 

‘A Watershed Moment’

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– The 18th annual North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
took place on Jan. 31. 

The dinner was held at 
the North Brookfield Ele-
mentary School cafeteria 
and was done to help provide 
emergency fuel assistance for 
qualified North Brookfield 
residents. All the donations 
and funds raised will be used 
to meet the home heating 

needs of residents affected by 
a fixed income, COVID, job 
loss, injury, or illness. 

Sue Lewandowski is the 
founder, president, and sec-
retary of North Brookfield 
Hearts for Heat and shared 
that this cause is made possi-
ble thanks to a helpful com-
munity. Though they missed 
one year of hosting a supper 
due to the pandemic, North 
Brookfield Hearts for Heat 
came back even stronger and 
has now reached its 18th year 

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Jack McClintock was on soda and coffee duty during the Hearts for Heat Spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser.

A dream come true
Students performed 
‘Legally Blonde the 
Musical’ at Quaboag

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Quabo-
ag Regional Middle High 
School’s Theater Program 
put on another amazing 

show to kick off 2026 by 
presenting “Legally Blonde 
the Musical”. 

The show is based 
around the energetic char-
acter of Elle Woods, who 
follows her old boyfriend 
to Harvard Law School 
to win him back, but soon 
discovers her self-worth, 
passion for law, and finds 
herself defending a fitness 
instructor during a murder 

trial. 
Serving as the Direc-

tor and Music Director 
of the show was Quabo-
ag Music Teacher, James 
Joinville. The Assistant 
Director and coordinator 
of costumes was Christine 
Taylor, and the show was 
choreographed by Bethany 

URLEY PHOTO  BY RYAN DRAGO
Madison Schreier performed as Elle Woods, the lead character in “Legally Blonde the Musical”. This was Schreier’s 
final show at Quaboag Regional High School as she will be graduating this spring. 
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 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “The goal 
is to deliver over 300 bags!” 
Assembling the Valentine’s 
Day gift bags on Feb. 11 and 
delivering them to senior 
citizens in the surrounding 
area, locations like Keystone 
Commons assisted living 

facility and home deliver-
ies for homebound citizens 
in Town, the Ludlow Cares 
Coalition strives to deliver 
compassion, strength, and 
companionship with a couple 
of local treats to spark joy 
and smiles. Speaking with 
President Peter Leonczyk of 
Cares, who has recently tak-
en over Past President Laura 
Rooney, Leonczyk shares the 

background of the annual tra-
dition and highlights several 
community partners and or-
ganizations who showed up 
for members in the commu-
nity who deserve to be recog-
nized.

Leonczyk began, “This 
isn’t the first time there will 
be an article in The Register 
which is great because I be-
lieve it resonates that this is a 

project we continue to spon-
sor and advocate for. It sort 
of grew out of the pandemic 
when we understood what 
it was like in isolation, but 
we felt like senior citizens in 
our community were impact-
ed a little bit more with that 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Beginning 
the job only a couple of 
weeks ago, the Ludlow Po-
lice Department welcomed 
Patrolman De-
siree Rivera who 
shared why she 
chose to come 
to Town and her 
background with 
college basket-
ball, her love of 
service within 
the community, 
and what she’s 
excited to ac-
complish during 
her time in the 
department. Being a police 
officer for two years, Rive-
ra transferred to Ludlow and 
became interested in police 
work predominantly due to 
her basketball coach. 

“Back in middle school, 
he was a part time basket-
ball coach and part time cop 
at the time, and back then he 
was my mentor. He was my 
confidant, so I wanted to fol-
low in his footsteps and help 
other people with the way he 
helped me. 

I grew up in a very tough 
neighborhood, very tough 
city, so he was my mentor 
to tell me what to do, follow 
the steps, and say I can be 
like him. I want to be that 
person for children in tough 
areas and tell them that just 

because you’re in 
this tough environ-
ment doesn’t mean 
that you need to be 
a product of it, and 
motivate them just 
like he motivated 
me,” explained Ri-
vera.

Attending Nich-
ols College and 
playing college bas-
ketball until gradu-
ating in 2020 with 

her criminal justice degree, 
Rivera stated that her degree 
was one of the only things 
that sparked an interest in 
her. Beginning her career in 
Foxborough and then trans-
ferring over to Pelham, with 
prior experience working as a 
dispatcher for over five years, 
Rivera commented she need-
ed a change of atmosphere 
and wanted a chance to help 

Board discuss FY27 budget, 
changes to health costs

 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Feb. 3, 
the Select Board and Town 
Administrator Marc Strange 
discussed the FY27 budget 
and updates that occurred 
right before the meeting held 
that evening. Strange began 
with a hopeful update that the 
Town is in a manageable spot.

“We previously had bud-
geted for an 18% increase in 
our health insurance premi-
ums for FY27 and that was 
on the recommendation of 

our representative who had 
the latest information. And 
what happened was that it was 
based upon a trust average of 
16% and our loss runs were 
a little bit higher than every-
body else who’s in that trust, 
and what happened was in-
stead of a 16% trust average 
increase for all the munici-
palities, there was actually an 
8.3% increase. 

That 8% reduction was 
due to Blue Cross Blue 
Shield; they will no longer be 
covering GLP-1 medications 
after July 1, 2026. They also 
renegotiated some pre-phar-

macy and prescription reim-
bursements with their provid-
ers; the trust average was 8.3 
and our increase is 7.5%. This 
7.5 is below the trust aver-
age,” said Strange.

The Town’s health insur-
ance increase will be 7.5%, 
and Strange explained that 
it changes the game of the 
budget dramatically. Strange 
also updated that the Town re-
ceived the governor’s proposal 
where she issued her budget 
proposal the last week of Jan. 

New patrolman Desiree 
Rivera welcomed to LPD

SEPAC visits East St. literacy 
night, educates families 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – During 
the last week of January, 
the Special Education Par-

ent Advisory Council, also 
known as SEPAC, visited 
the East St. School literacy 
night on Jan. 28 and spoke 
with families about their on-
going support and advocacy 
for all children with special 

needs in the community. 
The council helps to estab-
lish a network of parents 
and guardians of children 
with special education needs 
and creates a safe space to 
share information and expe-
riences.

SEPAC meetings provide 
informational workshops 
and rely on the active partic-
ipation of parents and guard-
ians to effectively represent 
the needs of their commu-
nity and to make informed 
changes for the betterment 
of their community; based 
on the LPS website. Whilst 
walking through the elemen-
tary school, The Register 
spoke with Council Chair 
Jennifer Duncan, a dedicat-
ed mother and advocate, to 
learn more about the impor-
tance of supporting families 
and fostering growth with 
inclusivity and acceptance. 

Duncan had been chair 
for one year, secretary for 
three years, and said her 
eighth grader had been 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Members of the Special Education Parent Advisory Council 
with Council Chair Jennifer Duncan who shared information 
for families at East St.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “I did it for 
my family.” Beginning his 
time at the Ludlow Police 
Department as a special po-
lice officer in Aug. of 2023 
and recently being promot-
ed to full-time on Dec. 29 of 
2025, Patrolman Quashawn 
Branch shared before com-
ing to the Town of Ludlow, 
he was working at Baystate 
Health for over 10 and a 
half years. Soon after tran-
sitioning into a part-time 
role at the LPD, Branch ex-
plained he wanted more out 
of the job and is happy to 
be now full-time and shared 
he’s doing it all in support 
of his family. 

Branch began, “I want-
ed more and being a special 
police officer at the LPD 
was an amazing opportuni-
ty and to be able to come to 
the department and be a part 
of it. I got to learn more and 

when I saw the opportunity 
arise, I jumped on it with 
everything. Coming to Lud-
low, it was an opportunity to 
expand my career.

Police Chief Brennan 
at the time was the 
lieutenant, and Re-
tired Chief Valadas 
was chief, and they 
both welcomed me 
with open arms. 
I am a little older 
compared to the 
department and got 
into policing when 
I was 31 years old, 
so for me it was a 
difficult transition, 
but Brennan and Valadas 
helped me through it. Espe-
cially Valadas at the time, 
I went to him and told him 
what my interests were and 
expressed that I wanted to 
become full-time with the 
department, so he helped 
me pursue that. 

The command staff were 
receptive, and they followed 
suit as well. They helped me 

along the way and encour-
aged me; that was very big 
for me. The culture of the 
department was very invit-
ing, not just the department, 
but the Town itself. Every 

time I’ve been 
there for FES-
TA or stopped at 
a store to get a 
drink, everybody 
has been very 
respectful to the 
department and 
they’re proud of 
the police offi-
cers, and I felt 
immediately that 
I needed this,” 

said Branch.
Prior to the LPD, Branch 

worked the night shift at the 
medical center and worked 
as a special police officer 
and a supervisor, with some 
similarities to both work 
environments but felt he 
needed a change. “I worked 
at the hospital for so long 

LPD promotes Quashawn 
Branch as patrolman

Submitted photos

Patrolman Quashawn Branch’s family from left to right: Daughters Aniyah and Asani Branch, 
Father-in-Law Peter Whyte, Mother-in-Law Marilyn Whyte, and Wife Priscilla Branch with 
Patrolman Branch. 

 Patrolman 
Quashawn Branch

 Patrolman 
Desiree Rivera

Please see BRANCH, Page 5Please see SEPAC, Page 6

Please see FY27 BUDGET, 
Page 8

Please see RIVERA, Page 5
Please see LUDLOW 

CARES, Page 3

Ludlow Cares delivers more than 
just a bag for Valentine’s Day

Submitted photo

Ludlow Cares Coalition in 2025 posing with their finished Valentine’s Day gift bags.
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

BELCHERTOWN – For 
the first time, Belchertown 
has adopted International 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. 

“It’s days like today that 
I feel fortunate to live and 
work  in  Belcher town,” 
said Town Manager Steve 
Williams. “Not only is this 
our first event, which I am 
hoping will become an annu-
al event, but I believe it’s one 
of the first events our region 
has hosted.” 

The region has also begun 
to host these ceremonies for 
the first time, and Williams 
referred to it as “very spe-
cial,” with the hopes for it to 
continue “so that we don’t 
forget the victims of the 
Holocaust.” 

“As we honor and recognize, we can’t forget 
what happened there, and how quickly
societies can devolve into hate, fear, and
systematic targeting of populations.”

– JAKE OLIVEIRA

INTERNATIONAL 

HOLOCAUST
 REMEMBRANCE DAY

Belchertown adopts

By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

AMHERST – Recognizing 
and celebrating those who 
have made great strides in 
healing, bravery, and courage 
is important, and allows the 
world to see and congratulate 
this courage, as well. 

T h e  S p r i n g f i e l d 
Thunderbirds hosted their 
Hometown Hero Program 
at their game on Saturday, 
January 31, which provides 
recognition to community 
volunteers, first responders, 
educators, military members, 
and people who have shown 
exemplary dedication and 
bravery.

Amherst resident David 
Howard was an innocent 
bystander during an accident, 
and as a result of his injuries, 
he became wheelchair-bound. 
During his healing journey, he 
developed multiple pressure 
wounds from being wheel-
chair-bound and bedridden, 
and persevered through more 
treatments and more healing. 

Howard ended up seek-
ing treatment and rehabili-
tation from NEWCare, New 
England Wound Care, once a 
week for a year, for his recov-
ery and extensive treatments. 

“Going out in a wheelchair 
at first was tough and differ-
ent, but people are friendlier, 
and I’ve been getting used to 
it,” said Howard. “I feel like 

I’ve been through a lot of 
pain. It’s easy to give up. But 
going to New England Wound 
Care, they are friendly, and 
I’m healing. They make it 
fun. As weird as it sounds, 
they make it fun.” 

His visits to NEWCare 
allowed him to heal and 
become himself again. Dr. 
Sohail Waien, who worked 
with Howard for two years, 
helped him in all stages of 
the wounds and their healing, 
helping them as they went 
from getting better, to worse, 
and better, acting as a source 
of encouragement and help 
during the healing process 
and journey Howard was on.

“He was consistent and 
worked hard to follow the 

recommendations.   If not for 
his strong will and determi-
nation, he would not have 
recovered. His inner strength, 
motivation, hard work, and 
determination motivated our 
team, and his story should be 
an inspiration to others,” said 
Dr. Waien.

“It has been a humbling 
experience to watch David 
build trust and develop rela-
tionships with all members 
of our NEWCare team,” 
said wound care nurse and 
Ostomy Lead Jenn. “It brings 
joy to me as a member of 
the NEWCare team to honor 
David at the Thunderbirds 
game.” 

Local hero recognized at Thunderbirds game

 By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

REGION – The Massa-
chusetts Municipal Association 
hosted its annual conference, 
this year called Connect 351, 
in Boston, in order to award 
two State Senators and two 
State Representatives with the 
Municipal Advocate Award, 
recognizing them for their ser-
vice to the communities they 
represent and serve. 

The Massachusetts Munici-
pal Association, or MMA, 
works to connect and support 
municipal leaders by creating 
a nonpartisan space for shared 
learning, ideas, and a voice to 
bring to Beacon Hill in order 
to make the 351 towns and cit-
ies of Massachusetts more con-
nected and unified. 

“The more state support 
that municipalities can get, 
the better. Making sure that 
we have reliable state sup-

Sen. Jake Oliveira awarded 
Legislator of the Year

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Recipients of awards at Connect 351: Representative Jim 
Arciero, Representative Danielle Gregoire, Senator Brendan 
Crighton, and Senator Jake Oliveira. 

By Emily-Rose Pappas 
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com

GRANBY — Kindness 
is something we find sorely 
lacking in our world today, 
and a little more could 
always be beneficial. A kind 

word, a smile, and a com-
pliment can brighten some-
one’s day more than you may 
believe. 

T h e  G r a n b y  U C C 
Congregation is taking on 
the challenge to be more 
kind with their new Kind 
Initiative, which challenges 

congregation members to ask 
themselves, “How can I be 
the ‘I’ in Kind?” 

“A s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Education Director, I’m 
always looking for ways 
to engage our church fam-
ilies and community in fun 
and educational ways,” said 
Tasondra Jardine.  “Our 
church family and especial-
ly our Youth Group have big 
hearts and love to help our 
community whenever we’re 
able. This initiative is a 
building block for asking the 
age-old question, ‘What can 
I do?’”

At Sunday’s service, peo-
ple stopped to take pictures 
in front of the “Be the ‘I’ in 
Kind” sign, where they lit-
erally make the letter. There 
were smiles all around, and 
it gave a new meaning to 
“being” kind. 

“When we hung up the 
banner on Sunday, I had no 
idea how many people would 
take the moment to sit and 
be the ‘I’ in KIND. Some 
were nervous about how they 

UCC brings in Kind Initiative

SUBMITTED PHOTO
George Randall is taking the pledge to be Kind. 

Raising the flag on the flagpole. SUBMITTED PHOTO

David Howard with his  
award, Dr. Sohail Waien 

(Medical Director at
 NEWCare), and  

Emily Gault  (Practice 
Manager at NEWCare). 
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer 

epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The town 
hosted a Special  Town 
Meeting on Tuesday evening 
at the East Meadow gymna-
sium in order to vote to trans-
fer funds from the Municipal 
Buildings Stabilization Fund 
for the West Street Building 
renovation projects.

In attendance at the meet-

ing were the Selectboard, 
Acting Town Administrator 
Kev in  O’Grady,  Town 
Attorney Brian O’Toole, 
Town Clerk Emily Reed, 
Finance Committee Chair 
John Libera, and members 
of the West Street Building 
Committee.

S e l e c t b o a r d  M e m b e r 
Glenn Sexton also put out 
a call for interested parties 
to volunteer for the new 

Town Administrator Search 
Committee, and interested 
parties can contact the Town 
Hall. 

“We’re here tonight with 
a decision to make,” said 
Selectboard Chair Mark Bail. 

Originally, the project was 
a total of $5.6 million, which 
came from a combination of 
appropriated funds that were 
unspent, as well as a federal 
grant. Because leftover funds 
cannot be spent on anything, 

they go into the 
general fund, 
which is essen-
tially the town’s 
bank account.

T h e  We s t 
Street Building 
Project is being 
p a i d  f o r  b y 
unspent money 
in this general 
fund, as well as 
a federal grant. 
Of  th is  $5.6 
million amount, 

then, the town has a total of 
$3.8 million of which comes 
from various past projects 
that were unspent, the “left 
overs.” 

“We will lose $1.88 mil-
lion if we don’t do this proj-
ect,” said Bail.

B a i l  t h e n  ex p l a i n e d 
that the ARPA funds, the 

Town supports 
WSB Project at STM 

“We have a year to move out 
of our offices. We couldn’t 
afford to build new, and we 
can’t do it now; we certainly 
can’t do it by the end of the 
year when our lease with the 
town and the annex ends.”

– Chair Mark Bail


