A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

Tea and
Trivia
PAGE 2

Shibley named
GFWCG president
PAGE 3

August 27,2026 1 Vol. 48, No.26 1 $1.00

Festival allows axtists to stine

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Last Friday
and Saturday, Aug. 21 and
22, the Agawam Community
Artists and Artisans hosted

their annual Art Festival. It | .

was held on the grounds of

the Polish-American Club in |

Feeding Hills.

The event included ven-
dors selling their artwork as
well as live demonstrations
of art forms such as pottery
making and alcohol-based
paintings.
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Sawyer Arts and Crafts.
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High school project impacts school year

By Quinn Suomala

Correspondent
AGAWAM - The high
school project continues

to make great progress, but
with it comes some impacts
to students and the commu-
nity.

Currently the construc-
tion is impacting parking at
the high school in the front
lot.

Once phase one of the
project (which is the com-
munity wing) is complete,
more parking will open up

to the left of the community
wing, on the west side of the
school.

However, the construc-
tion will then take up even
more of the front lot.

Approximately 75 parking
spots will be lost in January.
As a result, student parking
will be limited to mainly se-
niors, rather than seniors
and juniors.

“I realize the joy of get-
ting a license and driving to
school and driving with your
friends, but unfortunately
that is the price of progress

right now; Principal Jim
Blain said.

Blain recommends that
students and families keep
construction in mind as
they are planning arrival and
drop-off at the school, espe-
cially as phase two begins.

Furthermore, as the year
continues, students can ex-
pect to begin having to com-
mute between the two build-
ings.

The community wing and
the old high school will be
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Local seniors educated on setting up Medicare

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Agawam Se-
nior Center hosted Brian
Guagnini, a Medicare Field
Outreach Consultant, last
Tuesday.

Guagnini gave a presen-
tation about all the infor-
mation people need to know
to get set up with Medicare.
This educational presenta-
tion was free of charge to
attend. Guagnini was open
to questions throughout the
presentation, encouraging
attendees to speak up if they
needed any clarification.

Guagnini has presented
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at Agawam Senior Center
before.

“I started working with
Kristina many years ago
when I was working with one
of Blue Cross Blue Shield’s
competitors, probably
around 2012 or so,” Guagni-
ni said. “She allowed me to
come in once a month and
set up an informational table
for an hour or two to answer
questions and to be available
for anyone who needed plan
information. Kristina has al-
ways been a big supporter
of mine and we've become
friends through the years. I'm
grateful for the professional
relationship Blue Cross Blue

Shield of Massachusetts has
developed and nurtured
with Kristina and the Aga-
wam Senior Center.’

Guagnini enjoys giving
these presentations and
making this informa-
tion accessible

“One of the respon-
sibilities in my role as
Medicare Field Out-
reach Consultant with
Blue Cross Blue Shield of _*
Massachusetts is to pro-
vide accurate, up-to-date
Medicare information and
the types of plans available
to those who qualify for a
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Sacred Heart Church hosts
14th annual ‘Faith on Fire’ event

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On Aug. 20
and 21, Sacred Heart Parish
held their 14th Annual Faith
on Fire rally. Admission
into the event was free. This
event included different
vendors such as The Knights

of Colombus,
o, Diocese of

¢ \ Spring-
/ field Vo-
4 =" %o cations,
) ——y ] a n d
‘ _——— Chester-

ton Acad-

B

emy of Divine Mercy.

At the event were two
speakers, Fr. Bassam M.
Saade and Fr. Chris Alar.
Saade, a priest from Leb-
anon who was a banker,
spoke on Thursday. He
shared his story about leav-
ing the war in Lebanon and
becoming a priest. Alar
spoke Friday; his talk in-
cluded information in his
book “After Suicide: There’s
Hope for Them and for You.”
St. Martha’s Guild of Sacred
Heart Parish helped run the
event and made food for at-
tendees.

Linda Bathel is this year’s

Fr. Chris Alar is all smiles
at Faith on Fire at Sacred
Heart Church.

event organizer. Bathel is
a member at Sacred Heart
Parish and has participat-
ed in St. Martha’s Guild in
the past. Bathel shares she’s
been organizing Faith on
Fire for five years and at-
tending for 14 years.

“I just get great pleasure
out of it. It’s fulfilling.” Bath-
el said. “When you see peo-
ple feel better, walk lighter,
you'll just, you know theyre
different. They arrive one
way, and it doesn’t matter
where they're at. They leave
in a better place. What a
privilege to be apart of that,
Ijust love it

Bathel feels it’s import-
ant to bring different speak-
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Charlotte Lee, Rose Ayotte
and Ellen Paleologopoulos
attend Faith on Fire. ,
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APS health records

to be destroyed

AGAWAM - Agawam
Public School Health Re-
cords for former students
that either graduated or
left the school system be-
tween Sept 2017 and June
2021 will have their school
health records destroyed as

permitted by the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.
Anyone wishing a copy of
their health records must
contact the nurse within
the school they last attend-
ed before September 30,
2026.

Club’s first meeting
of fall scheduled

AGAWAM - The first
meeting of the year for the
Catholic Women’s Club will
be held on Tuesday, Oct. 13.
We will be praying the rosa-
ry at 6:30 p.m.

More information will
be published closer to the
meeting. Members are also
reminded to call Betty for
any Friendship & Sick re-
quests.

Multi-class reunion
set for Sept. 12

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam High School Reunion
Committee is planning
a multi class reunion in-
cluding the classes of 1968,
1969, 1970, 1971, and 1972.

All are welcome on Sat-
urday, Sept 12, beginning

at 2 p.m. at The Polish
American Club in Feeding
Hills.

Tickets are $35.00 which
includes a buffet and mu-
sical entertainment. All
checks need to be received
no later than Sept. 1.

Chamber holding next
‘Lunch with the Legislators’

AGAWAM - The West
of the River Chamber of
Commerce has announced
it will hold it’s next “Lunch
with the Legislators” on
Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event

will be held at Latitude
Restaurant at 1338 Memo-
rial Ave., West Springfield.

Join us for lunch with our

local senators and repre-
sentatives for informative
updates and a Q&A session.

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

AGAWAM - On Tuesday,
Aug. 18 Agawam Public Li-
brary hosted their monthly
Tea and Trivia night. The
program is run by Assistant
Director and Head of Adult
Services Cher Collins and
Adult Services Library Asso-
ciate Charlie Pope. The eve-
ning started off with attend-
ees choosing their teams for
the two trivia games. The first
game was a Jeopardy style
game including trivia catego- !
ries such as Scotland, fashion i
and movies and music. Pope
heard the teams answers and
read the questions and Col-
lins kept tally of the scores.
The second game was an
open-ended answers game
including different catego-
ries for each section. Refresh-
ments were provided for this
free event. Prizes for winning

the games included books,
tote bags and more.

The board is all set up for trivia.

Assistant Director and Head of Adult Services Cher
Collins and Adult Services Library Associate Charlie
Pope at Tea and Trivia Aug. 18.

‘Great Reads from Great
Places’ event on Sept. 29

AGAWAM - The Aga-
wam Public Library is
pleased to announce its
selection as a partnering
library with the Massachu-
setts Center for the Book
for the “Great Reads from
Great Places” initiative.
Each year the Massachu-
setts Center for the Book
selects a title to represent
the Commonwealth at the
annual Library of Congress
National Book Festival and
provides free copies of the
book to area libraries for
use in discussion groups
and community program-
ming. This years title is
Nothing More of This Land:
Community, Power and
the Search for Indigenous
Identity by Joseph Lee. The

Agawam Public Library will
host a book discussion and
virtual Q & A watch party
with the author on Tuesday,
Sept.29 at 6 p.m. in the Clini
Community Room. Anyone
interested in registering for
this book discussion and
event is encouraged to stop
by the library information
desk to pick up a free copy
of the book and discussion
guide (while supplies last).

Registered participants
will be invited to partici-
pate in an exclusive Q&A
with Joseph Lee on Sep-
tember 29th at 6pm. This
discussion series is part of
the 2026 Great Reads MA
program, sponsored by the
Massachusetts Center for
the Book.
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Trivia enthusiasts Joyce, Paul, Catilin, and Kathy.

Electric
Inc.

EXPERIENCED. PROFESSIONAL. RESPONSIVE.
Quality work for all your electrical needs.

, ‘Donahue

EV CHARGERS, SERVICE CHANGES, COMMERCIAL WORK
Master Electrician A-12525

(413) 579-7130
donahueelectric.inc@gmail.com

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS
BULK PICK UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT
DEMOLITION SERVICE AVAILABLE

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001
Phone 413-786-2449 ¢ Fax 413-789-3738
WWwWw.jrsweeping.com
“No Haul is Too Big or Too Small”’

We are thrilled to announce that Dr. Ronald Pahl’s son

(D[t, (DI‘QM}(PM has joined
AGAWAM DENTAL CARE

Dr. Drew is a recent graduate of Tufts School of Dental Medicine. He is

also a graduate of Agawam High School and Westfield State University.

As the son of Dr. Ronald Pahl,

who has proudly served the Agawam

community since 1992, Dr. Drew continues a family tradition of providing
gentle, high quality dental care you can trust.

We couldn’t be more excited and proud to welcome him to Agawam Dental Care!

1182 SPRINGFIELD ST., FEEDING HILLS, MA 01030 * 413-786-7313

WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS.

agawamdentalcare.com

HENDRICKSON

for State Representative
3rd Hampden District

For More Information:
TomHendrickson.org
THendrickson1313@gmail.com
Call or Text: 413-654-6958

PAID FOR BY
THE COMMITTEE
TO ELECT
THOMAS
HENDRICKSON

Anthony C. Bonavita,
Esquire

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT INJURIES

1380 Main Street
Suite 201
Springfield, MA 01103

413-537-4168

(Se Habla Espariol,
preguntar por Marisol)
anthonybonavita@hotmail.com
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Five-way intersection project set to get underway

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

AGAWAM - Agawam has
several road projects planned
for the fall.

The two main projects are
on Moore Street and Valley
Street and at the Rowley, Suff-
ield and Cooper streets inter-
section.

The project at Moore
Street and Valley Street start-
ed about a month ago. The
streets are getting new water
lines, a new main sewer and
new drainage.

After that work is com-
plete all of Valley Street and
the bottom half of Moore
Street will be repaved.

The Agawam Department
of Public Works got funding
from a grant to cover most of
the cost for the project with

the rest of the funds coming
from the capital account.

“They’ve had issues down
at that part of town for aslong
as I've been here, so it will be
nice to get that project done;’
DPW Superintendent Mario
Mazza said.

This project will likely be
complete by the end of Sep-
tember or early October.

The Rowley, Suffield and
Cooper Street project is a re-
design to the intersection,
also known as the Pajer’s in-
tersection.

The redesign will add
a turning lane on Suffield
Street, allowing people to
turn left heading towards the
Town Hall.

“There is only one lane
now, so if you are behind
someone who wants to go left
you can get stuck at the inter-

section,” Mazza said.

Mazza believes that the
redesign will help to speed up
traffic in the area.

On top of adding the new
lane, the intersection will also
get new traffic signals and
new pedestrian crossings.

The pedestrian crossings
will be ADA compliant, like
most other crossings in town.

The funding for this proj-
ect mostly comes from the
Massachusetts Gaming Com-
mission, which gave Agawam
funds as the intersection was
impacted by the casino.

Any remaining funding
needed will come from the
town capital money.

In the spring there was
some discussion around the
project as it would impact
business at Pajer’s.

The DPW took some of the

Pajer’s property, along with
the property of some other
businesses that abut the in-
tersection, in order to rede-
sign the intersection.

The project is due to start
the second week of Septem-
ber, though it will be put on
pause during the Big E to help
with traffic.

After the Big E, the project
will start up again and likely
roll into the spring.

While this project is ongo-
ing there will be impacts to
traffic.

“We have put message
boards up on most approach-
es to that intersection to let
people know that the project
is starting soon,” Mazza said.

Mazza does not anticipate
that the whole intersection
will close, but it is likely that
traffic will be reduced to one

lane at certain points of the
work.

In addition to these two
main projects, the DPW will
also be milling and paving
a variety of roads that need
touch-ups.

Roads currently in prog-
ress include: the driveway off
Main Street and parking lot of
Phelps School, Center Street,
Riverside Avenue, Liberty Av-
enue and Seymour Avenue.

Starting in October Thalia
Drive, Parkview Drive and
Carol Avenue will each under-
g0 some paving,

Also in October, Cooper
Street, Federal Street, Prince
Lane and Shoemaker Lane
will receive milling.

The DPW will also be
working on adding some new
sidewalks around town.

A new sidewalk was just

installed on Bagley Street to
connect with the Safe Routes
to School path on Maple
Street up to William P. Sapelli
School.

Cooper Street will also be
getting a new sidewalk. This
will complete the project that
was started last year and cov-
ered the first half of the street.

The new sidewalk will go
all the way down to the Pajer’s
intersection.

Mazza appreciates the
community’s patience and
support during this road
work.

“I know its inconvenient
but it is necessary, Mazza
said. “If there are any ques-
tions or concerns, people are
always welcome to call the
DPW.

The DPW can be reached
at 413-821-0600.

Smith home to have open house

AGAWAM - On Saturday,
Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
there will be an open house
held at the historic Thomas
Smith House.

The c. 1757 Thomas Smith
House and 1920 Delmore
Hawthorne Garage will be

open for tours.
Master  stone  carver
& gravestone conservator

Randall Nelson will be onsite

to talk about his work carving
replicas of badly deteriorated
gravestones of Revolution-
ary War veterans as replace-
ments for the original stones.

The National Register-list-
ed Thomas Smith House is
one of a few remaining re-
sources from Feeding Hills’
eighteenth-century agri-
cultural past, and is signif-
icant architecturally as an

unusually intact example of
eighteenth-century building
practices and a rare surviving
example of mid- to late-eigh-
teenth century Connecticut
River Valley design and ma-
terials.

'The Hawthorne Garage il-
lustrates the property’s evolu-
tion from agricultural to sub-
urban setting that took place
in the early twentieth century.

DPW holding Household Hazardous Waste day

AGAWAM - The Agawam
Department of Public Works
is planning to hold its annual
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Day on Saturday,
Sept. 12 at the DPW Annex,
1000 Suffield Street between
9 a.m. to 12 noon. Although
this event is free to Agawam
residents,  pre-registration
is required. Appointments

may be scheduled by calling
the DPW at 821-0600 ext.4 or
821-0624.

Participants should re-
main in their vehicle and
place all waste in the trunk,
rear cargo area, or truck bed.

This program offers res-
idents a safe, economical
way to dispose of household
items that are flammable,

AN INSPIRING
NEW NAME ON
THE WAY.

LEARN MORE AT
bankESB.com/TruNorthBank

reactive, corrosive or toxic.
Solvents, pesticides, caus-
tic cleaners, and oil-based
paints are some examples of
the different types of items
that will be accepted. Latex
paint will not be accepted
at this event. For a more de-
tailed list of acceptable ma-
terials visit the town website

at www.agawam.ma.us

ban

Shibley elected president of GFWC

AGAWAM - The General
Federation of Women’s Clubs
(GFWC) has announced that
Donna M. Shibley, an active
community leader and Aga-
wam, Massachusetts resi-
dent, was recently installed
as New England Region Pres-
ident at the organization’s
Annual Convention held June
26-29 in Scottsdale, AZ. Shib-
ley will serve for the 2026-
2028 administration acting
as a liaison between GFWC'’s
New England Region and its
executive committee.

Donna M. Shibley has
been a member of GFWC
since 1988, serving through
the GFWC Agawam Junior
Women’s Club in Agawam,
MA. Over the course of her
38-year membership, she has
held leadership positions at
the club, state, and region-
al levels, including GFWC

;

\\.‘

Massachusetts
President, 2020-
2022, GFWC
Board of Direc-
tors for 16 years,
and Massachu-
setts  Director
of Junior Clubs
2008-2010. Don-
na is a retired
Westfield Public
School teacher,
and was active
in local PTOs and scouting
volunteer organizations. She
continues to be active in her
community. She and her hus-
band Edward Shibley reside
in Agawam, MA for 50 years
and have four children, five
grandchildren and many ex-
tended family members.

As Region President, Shib-
ley will serve as a member
of the GFWC Board of Di-
rectors, representing mem-

£SB

IS BECOMING

Donna Shibley

ber clubs across
the New England
Region  alongside
GFWC Internation-
al President Wendy
Carriker of North
Carolina. The New
England Region
is one of eight re-
gions that make up
the General Feder-
ation of Women’s
Clubs. GFWC is a
womens volunteer organi-
zation founded in 1890 that
today unites clubs in every
state and more than a dozen
countries around a shared
commitment to hands-on
community service. Region
Presidents play a vital role in
connecting local clubs to the
national federation through
annual regional conferences
and ongoing leadership sup-
port.

TruNorEchBank”

Unlock your potential

Member FDIC
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Guest Column

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

We were bitten by

Medicare's RMAA this year;
What should | so?

Dear Rusty:

My wife and 1 file our tax-
es jointly.

In 2024, I took an IRA Re-
quired Minimum Distribu-
tion, which was significantly
more than I was required to
take.

My Medicare premiums
were not affected in 2025
and our Social Security pay-
ments were not reduced.
Then, our joint filing in 2025
kept us below the IRS’ “Mod-
ified Adjusted Gross Income
level. Yet in 2026 our Medi-
care payments increased
and our Social Security pay-
ments were reduced.

If my MAGI is below the
maximum for 2025, will my
regular SS payments/Medi-
care reductions be restored
in 2027? Is there any action
I need to take to ensure this
will happen or will our Medi-
care payments and reduced
8§ payments be our new
norm?

Signed: Worried Retiree

Dear Worried Retiree:

FYI, your Medicare pre-
miums in 2026 were affect-
ed by the large RMD you
took in 2024, which caused
a  Medicare  provision
known as the “Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment
Amount ” to apply for 2026.

When determining the
Medicare Part B premium
for next year (each fall),
Medicare uses the income
you reported to the IRS two
years prior to calculate your
Medicare Part B (and Part
D) premium for upcoming
year.

If you exceed the base
“IRMAA” income threshold
two years ago, then your
Medicare premiums for the
next year will include a sup-
plemental amount on top
of the “standard” Medicare
premium for that year.

The amount of the sup-
plement depends on how
much you exceed the base
IRMAA threshold by (FYI,
the base IRMAA thresh-
old for 2026 for a married
couple filing jointly was
$218,000). If your 2024 in-
come exceeded that initial
IRMAA threshold, you paid
a higher Medicare premi-
um, which also reduced
your SS monthly payment
because Medicare is de-
ducted from your SS ben-

efit. IRMAA uses a sliding
scale to determine how
much more than the stan-
dard Medicare premium
you will pay.

However, that will all
automatically correct it-
self going forward. In other
words, when determining
your premiums for 2027,
Medicare will look at your
2025 income. If your 2025
MAGI is less than the base
IRMAA threshold, you and
your wife will both auto-
matically revert to paying
the standard 2027 Medicare
Part B and Part D premi-
ums.

You don’t need to take
any action for that to hap-
pen; it will all be automatic.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundations
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Preservation questions are popular this time of year

awn, who gar-
dens
Tolland,

asked a few
questions  of
the Garden
Lady this past
week.

You see, this
is the first year
in three years
that Dawn has a
had a productive
garden. Her former garden
was too far from the house
to be tended. It was tricky
to irrigate and animals often
found their way through or
under the fence.

Dawn’s hard work ended
up being a hearty meal for
woodchucks and more. Now,
with raised beds close to her
house, she is grateful for a
bountiful harvest.

First, she wanted to be re-
minded how to roast toma-
toes.

I enjoy roasting my cherry
tomatoes; it’s a great way to

. oy

"

in 1' : : i
ta
you can zip
it up with

Roberta MelQuaid

use them up when they pro-
duce like gangbusters.

Depending on the size,
I either cut them in half or
quarters and put them no
more than two rows deep
in a roasting pan. I sprinkle
a teaspoon or two of extra
virgin olive oil over the toma-
toes and then I add half an
onion and two-three cloves
of garlic.

After mixing all the in-
gredients together, I bake
at 400 degrees for about an
hour, stirring midway. You
know when it is done when

the skins pucker and there
is very little liquid left.
Now you can either
eat it this way,

say over pas-

or rice, or

a few basil

leaves and you

have made your own
sauce.

No need to de-seed

or remove the skins.

Just think, all that added fi-

ber and goodness, with less
work to boot!

You can tailor your roast-
ing to suite your own taste
buds as well. Some folks add
chopped peppers or egg-
plant.

Certainly you can use any
type of tomato, too and add
additional herbs or spices.

Speaking of peppers,
Dawn also wanted to know
how to roast peppers. It’s a
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By Ellenor Downer

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Agawam
Advertiser

Hampden resident, who

sent two photos of East-
ern bluebirds - one adult
male and a fledgling.

She states, “Ilive in Hamp-
den, for the past several years
we have been blessed to have
a pair of bluebird’s nest in
our yard. They have had three
broods of babies each year
including this year”

The fledgling in the above
photo is a male. The pho-
to was taken shortly after
fledging. Wing feathers, wing
coverts and tail feathers are
essential in determining the
sex of young bluebirds.

By day ten to eleven days
after hatching, feather colors
are noticeable. The blue tail
in males and gray in females
become apparent. In the
male, the short tail at fledg-
ing is bright blue. Times may
vary but by day 13 the tail
color is apparent.

Both sexes have a gray

Ireceived an email from a

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH FREDERICK

This adult male Eastern
bluebird is seen at the entrance
of a bluebird house checking
on his brood.

spotted back and chest. They
also have a white eye ring.

By the time a bluebird is
19 to 24 days old, the male
has blue wing coverts and
the female gray ones.

At five weeks old the
young male has blue wing
feathers and a bright blue
tail. The female’s primary
wing feathers are blue, but

bluebird blends in with the
ground cover. Blue feathers are
visible.

concealed. The base of her
tail is blue and the rest bluish
gray. Spots are still present
on back and breast.

Young bluebirds contin-
ue to depend on their par-
ents for food until six weeks
old. Siblings tend to forage
nearby until they join flocks
of young birds. Some first
brood birds even help raise
their parents next brood if
their parents have a double
brood season.

Between July and October
young birds begin to replace
their juvenile plumage. Blue
and brick red feathers be-
gin to appear. By mid to late
October all juveniles finish
molting into their first adult
plumage.

Leucistic crow

I met a New Braintree res-

ident at the Oakham Post Of-

fice this week. He said he saw
a crow with one white wing.
Leucistic birds are birds that
have abnormal plumage col-
oration due to a genetic mu-
tation that causes a partial
loss of pigmentation.

They may have washed
out feathers or blotches of
white feathers. While rare,
they are found in many bird
species around the world.

Whippoorwills

A Brimfield resident
emailed, “I thought youd be
interested to learn that I still
have several whippoorwills
calling at dusk in the lower
Haynes Hill/Paige Hill area of
Brimfield”

She stated, “T've only lived
here four years, but they are
here every year!. They start
calling about 8:30 p.m.”

She stated, “My grand-
parents owned a house that
bordered Reedy Meadow in
Lynnfield. We heard Whip-
poorwills there. So cool to
have them calling from my
front and back yards at the
same time.”

While on vacation as a
child on Lake Winnisquam,
my dad, brother and I would
hear them calling while fish-
ing for horn pout at night.
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The Agawam Advertiser News welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local
residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent to the
Agawam Advertiser News, care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
289-1977 or emailed to aan@turley.com. Please
include a daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must
be received by noon Monday to be considered for

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper

Agawam Advertiser News welcomes letters to the editor

that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will
be printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters be-
come repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition before the
election. For more information, call 413-283-8393.

fundraisers.

plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in the
Agawam Advertiser News.
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dress, and daytime tele-
phone number for author
verification purposes. We
do not publish anonymous
letters.

All letters are subject to ed-
iting for content and length.
The deadline is Monday at
noon. Please send letters to
Agawam Advertiser News,
care of Turley Publications
Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, or e-mail aan@
turley.com.
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Nobody dreams
of having
multiple sclerosis

Some dreams are universal:
hitting a ball over the Green
Monster; winning the World
Series with a grand slam in
the bottom of the ninth inning.
Finding out you have have MS
is not one of them.

Multiple sclerosis is a
devastating disease of the
central nervous system
where the body's immune
system attacks the insulation
surrounding the nerves. It
strikes adults in the prime of
life - and changes lives forever.

To help make the dream
of ending MS come true,
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

_

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society
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Opinion

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

e recently brought
our 1-year-old
grandson, Dustin,

to a local woodland area. Af-
ter carrying him for miles, we
lifted him out of the child car-
rier so that he could stretch
his legs. Not yet walking
independently, he grasped
each of my index fingers,
then carefully moved along
the trail on unsteady feet.

A white birch tree just off
trail caught his eye, and he
steered me towards it. Once
we reached it, he let go of my
fingers and leaned his hands
against the tree. His tiny fin-
gers fell upon a loose piece of
dry bark.

His eyes widened and a
look of surprise came upon
his face when the bark
slipped from the tree into his
hand.

Dustin looked at it, exam-
ining it with curiosity. Then,
with all the seriousness a
1-year-old can muster, he
reached up and pressed the
fragment back against the

gnarled tree.

He held his hand over
the bark for a moment, like
someone gluing one object
to another. Once he seemed
certain he had mended the
trunk, he pulled his hand
away.

Unsurprisingly, the piece
of bark fluttered to the
ground.

Dustin bent down, picked
up the wayward piece of tree,
and once again pressed it
back against the trunk.

This time, he patted it
carefully. But when he with-
drew his hand, down went
the scrap of wood once
again.

Undeterred, Dustin re-
peated the process over and
over and over again, certain
that if he just kept trying, he
could reattach the broken
scrap of tree skin back onto
the birch tree. But in spite
of his tenderness and quiet
determination, gravity won
every time.

I stood beside him and
watched. Half amused and
half contemplative.

There was a lesson here, I
was certain. Not for Dustin,
but for me.

Dustin displayed no frus-
tration. He was not aggravat-
ed or impatient. He just kept
trying. With an open heart
and a beautiful spirit. And
a determination that some-
how, he could fix the world
around him.

I don't know how long
Dustin would have spent
trying to reattach the bark
to that birch tree. I finally
scooped him up and settled
him on the dirt path.

He immediately reached
for a nearby stick. He picked

Dustin explored nature with his
grandparents.

it up. Turned it. Stretched
out his arm to show it to me
- looking up at me with won-
der in his wide eyes. Smiling
as though he had discov-
ered the greatest treasure on
earth.

He poked a dry leaf. Drew
lines in the dirt. Stirred the
pine needles.

Absent of batteries, on-
off switches, flashing lights
and instructions - he held
the stick as though it was a
prized possession.

I felt an urgency to contin-
ue moving. There were trails
waiting to be explored. Miles
waiting to be walked. A time
frame to be adhered to.

Instead, I lowered myself
cross-legged and settled on
the pine needle path next
to Dustin. And there we re-
mained, lingering in a place
where time has forgotten
what it means to rush.

Years from now, my
grandson won't remember
this day. He won't remember
the rough texture of the twig
he held. The beautiful white

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The author’s grandson picked up sticks off the forest floor.

Dustin, age 1, held a piece of
birch bark in his hand.

birch tree he attempted to
mend.

He won't recall the day
sunlight streamed through
the trees above him, as the
grandparents who love him
sat beside him while he dis-
covered the natural world
around him.

Regardless, perhaps he
would leave the forest carry-
ing something with him that
would remain. Perhaps the
forest was filling something
inside of him that would not
come from actual recollec-
tion, but was being planted
nonetheless, before he could
even form a sentence.

The twig came home with
Dustin - a treasure he refused
to let go of when I placed him
back in the child carrier. The
wayward scrap of bark, how-
ever, remained on the forest
floor, where it would eventu-
ally return to the earth.

But long after the bark has
dried, the unspoken lessons
will remain.
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little different from toma-
toes.

Peppers roast best when
they are fully ripe - i.e., when
they have changed color. I
have mentioned it before, but
my favorite roasting pepper
is “Carmen,” a long bell pep-
per with thick walls.

Simply wash the fruits and
position them whole in a sin-
gle layer under the broiler,
turning frequently until they
bubble up and char slight-
ly. This can also be accom-
plished on a gas grill or as
my husband will attest, over
the flame of your kitchen gas
stove.

Once charred, place them
in a paper bag or covered
container. The steam will
soften the skin to the point it
can be rubbed off, revealing
yummy, thick flesh.

Pull off the stem and re-
move the seeds and voila!
Roasted red peppers are
yours to freeze.

I just blot mine dry and
put them in single servings in
plastic freezer bags. The fruit
is easily thawed by placing
the bag into a shallow basin

of water; likewise, you can
pop the pepper popsicle on
to a plate and let it thaw in
the fridge.

Roasted peppers are fan-
tastic on homemade pizza or
blended into hummus.

I shared with Dawn that
I was making pickles. She
went on to say that hers nev-
er turn out well, so I texted
her a copy of a recipe given to
me by a dear coworker over
20 years ago. I am still mak-
ing them.

I'm not sure who originally
gave Ron the recipe, but here
it is for anyone wanting to use
up an abundance of cucum-
bers. I've made it with full size
cukes as well as picklers.

I would recommend that
you fill your canning jars, be
it quart or half gallon, with
the cucumbers first. They can
be packed tightly.

Then, add plain water to
the jar all the way to the rim.
Dump the water out into a
large measuring cup to see
just how much liquid you
need.

Then you can adjust the
other ingredients to the ra-
tio in the recipe. I learned
this trick the hard way after

wasting ingredients because
I didn't need quite a double
recipe.
Ron’s Pickle Recipe
Ingredients:

14-16 cucumbers

8 teaspoons pickling spice

6 dill tops

6 cloves garlic

2 teaspoons sugar

4 tablespoons Kosher salt

1 cup vinegar

5 cups water

Instructions:

Combine all ingredients
into canning jars. Shake
and leave on counter for 36
hours. Refrigerate for two
days before eating. Will keep
in the fridge for a few months
although the flavor will in-
tensify with storage.

Enjoy the harvest as much
as Dawn is!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimelte@
turley.com with “Gardening
Question”in the subject line.
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I used to hear them in
Oakham, but I not heard
one in years.
Owls hooting
I do hear barred owls
hooting back and forth at
night. Sometimes they are

quite loud and can be heard
even with the windows
closed.
Juvenile
red-tailed hawk

I received an email from
a reader who saw a juve-
nile red-tailed hawk in her
front yard. She stated, “It

was quite beautiful. It had
a small rodent for its din-
ner. It was really close to my
front door, I've never seen a
hawk so close to me”
People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Avast desert in
Africa

7. Reciprocal of a
sine

10. Type of phone

12. Biblical figure

13. One who
renounces a
religious belief

14. Warren and
Monroe are two

15. Wild ox

16. Dismounted a
horse

17. Cave dweller

18. Where infants
sleep

19. Popular type of
shoe

21. Clumsy large
person

22. Evil-like

27. Integrated circuit

28. Austin-based
athlete

33. Postscript

34. Follows 18

36. People of Gambia

37. Popular actor
Nicolas

38. Platform for a
lectern

39. Taxi

40. American
songwriter Sammy

41. Iranian city

44. Heavy clubs

45. One who is
expelled

48. In bed

49, Lifelessness

50. Former CIA

51. Most slick

CLUES DOWN

1. Slovenly person
2. In addition

3. Hovels

4. Pie _ __ mode

5. Subway rodent

6. They

7. Indigenous S.
American people

8. Fine sand

9. Central nervous
system

10. Nightclub
entertainment

11. The perfect
example of
something

12. Supreme Islamic
leader

14. Pain

17. Binary-coded
decimal

18. Projecting corner
of an angle

20. “Succession”
actor Brian

23. Dinner table decor

24. Ancient settlement
in modern Turkey

25. You can call Paul
Simon this

26. Opposite of a pro

29. Atomic #28

30. Type of drug
(abbr.)

31. Arrives at

32. Nullifies

35. Bird’s beak

36. Partner to
“oohed”

38. Ray-finned fishes

40. Taxis

41. Sat on and
controlled

42. Sea eagles

43. Remain as-is

44. Chinese
revolutionary

45. Tooth caregiver

46. Snakelike fish

47. Compensate

CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11
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ers each year to share their
stories.

“I think, number one, that
they need to know that a
priest is also a person first,
Bathel said. “They walked in
the same shoes that you walk
in. They've gone through
growing up and everything,
and theyve met the chal-
lenges that must of us meet
growing up, and I think hear-
ing that sometimes that even
some of them had doubts
about things. Some of them
did not make great choices
as they were growing up as
teenagers into adulthood.
And just kind of saying, ‘Lis-
ten, if it can happen for me.
It can happen for you’ But, I
love hearing the different sto-
ries, the different angles on
everything. We all can look
at the same picture and see
five different perspectives on
things”

A member of St. Martha’s
Guild, Joyce Cappuccilli be-
lieves this cherished commu-
nity event is so important to
keep alive and provide for the
community each year.

“It’s kind of an inspira-
tion to reinforce your fate.
If you make some doubts
about things, or if you need
to strengthen it a little bit, it’s
going to happen here,” says
Cappuccilli.

Fr.Bassam M. Saade shared
a little about his journey from
being a banker to becoming
a priest. “My dad wanted to
be a priest, that didn’t hap-
pen,” he said. “So, I went and
I started pre-med, then I did
my business degree, I get my
MBA, and I work in the bank.
My life was beautiful. But the
war in Lebanon, then I came
here to visit my brother and I
wasn't expecting, I'm going to
stay here. So, I stayed here be-
cause of the war, it wasn't my
intention.” Saade shares with
us, “So, when I was in Leba-
non, as I said, a lot of times,
the war, there was bombing, a
sniper almost hit me. I heard
our homes were burnt, our
property was taken. So, I had
to leave from one place to an-
other, and every time I said,
‘God save me for a reason’.

Faith on Fire had an amaz-
ing turnout from the com-
munity with people gather-
ing to support their parish or
attend this community event
for the first time. Attendees
enjoyed the two speakers
each day, live music, the ven-
dors offering free rosaries
and books as well as the re-
freshments provided by St.
Martha’s Guild.

Fr. David Aufiero with the
Diocese of Springfield
Vocations at Faith on Fire on
Aug. 21.

Alexandra Laflamme, Linda Fish, Jean Raczkowski, Rosemarie Morin, and Linda Bathel at Faith on

Fire on Aug. 21.
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James Roberts Manning, Luke Hollwedel and Victoria Stuetzel with Chesterton Academy of the

Divine Mercy.

Bob Sass with the Knights of Columbus at Faith on Fire.
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connected by a covered
traveling path that stu-
dents will use to move be-
tween the buildings.

Once this path is open
the school will run evacu-
ation drills to ensure that
students know how evac-
uation has been altered
by the new building and
the path.

Additionally, given
that it will be an active

T ¢ Celebration Tame!

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS,
LUXURY RESTROOM RENTALS,
AND MUCH MORE!

For All Your Indoor & Outdoor
Event Rental Needs

AN
TNT

Tent and Table Rentals

197 Main Street

Unit Rear
Agawam

www.tntrentals.net

413-896-8297

construction zone, students,
faculty and staff can expect
noise throughout the day.

“The construction has
been going on since last
school year, so I think it’s be-
come white noise situation
for most,” Blain said.

However, Blain does ex-
pect that noise will increase
as January hits and the dem-
olition of the existing build-
ing begins.

The community will also
continue to see an impact on
athletics due to the construc-
tion.

Much of the impacts will
remain the same from last
year, with most non-varsity
teams practicing and com-
peting off-campus.

“It’s our sub-varsity teams
that don't get as much turf
time because it is very limit-
ed,” Athletic Director Karen
Gomez said. “For soccer-if
theyre lucky-they will have
one junior varsity game on

the turf for each program, if
I can fititin’”

Furthermore, softball will
continue to practice and
have games entirely off cam-
pus. Gomez has worked hard
to ensure that the impacts
are as minimalized as possi-
ble.

“I make sure to schedule
only one home game at a
time, so it can get a little cre-
ative,” Gomez said.

Gomez is grateful for the
work the Agawam Depart-
ment of Public Works does
to keep all the fields around
town in great condition, al-
lowing high school teams to
still have quality games even
when playing or practicing
off campus.

Gomez and Blain ask that
the Agawam community re-
main respectful of the church
and funeral home across the
street from the high school
and do not park in their lot.

“We ask our fans to not

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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park there because otherwise
they don’'t have enough room
for their clients and visitors,’
Gomez said.

Furthermore, Gomez is
working hard to get a live
streaming connection up and
running for off-site games so
that families who live fur-
ther away can still tune in to
watch games.

As construction moves
into phase two, Gomez will
keep the community up to
date on what changes will
occur.

Gomez is grateful for the
understanding and support
the community has shown
so far with the construction
impacts.

She knows it is inconve-
nient to have to walk more to
get to games, especially ones
in the stadium, and she ap-
preciates everyones under-
standing.

“The student athletes and
coaches have been very re-
spectful and we appreciate
the fans” Gomez said. “We
know it’s been a struggle be-
cause of the construction”

However, even with these
impacts, students can also
make learning opportunities
out of the construction.

“Several classes during
the spring semester went out
and toured the construction
site to get ideas of what was
going on and to learn about
the process,” Johnson said.

The welding class got to
tour the site as they were
putting in steel, the environ-
mental science classes went
out to the well field while the
well was being dug and some
of the design classes got to
look at the blueprints of the
site.

“The construction man-
agers have been really great
about giving different groups
a tour; Blain said.

Blain and Gomez are ex-
cited for the community to
continue to see the project as
it comes to life.

“Construction is  go-
ing smoothly” Blain said.
“Theyre doing a great job
and everything looks fantas-
tic. It's everything that the
community dreamed of”

THE HARVEST IS IN!

FRESH-PICKED VEGETABLES FROM OUR FARM

CORN - YELLOW, WHITE, AND BUTTER & SUGAR

TOMATOES | PEPPERS |

EGGPLANT | ONIONS | WINTER SQUASH
BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS

Stand open daily through mid-October

| E Cec€hi Farms

BEANS

1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET
FeepinGg HirLrs, Mass.
“Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.” (@
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SOCCER

Boys take silver In

2026 Bay State Games _

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG - A year ago,
Chicopees Griffen Wrisley
and Minnechaug’s Tyler Sup-
czak were starters for the
West soccer team which cap-
tured the Gold medal at the
annual Bay State Summer
games.

The duo were the only re-
turning starters on this year’s
West squad.

The West team took home
the Silver medal at the Bay
State Summer Games fol-
lowing a 2-1 loss to Central
in this years Gold medal
match, which took place at
the Game On Sports and
Performance Center in Fitch-
burg on July 11.

“I was lucky enough to be
a member of the Gold medal
team last year,;” Wrisley said.
“We have a bunch of new
players on this year’s team
and were hoping to win the
Gold Medal again. It’s a lot
of fun being a leader of this
team.

The other members of
the West team, who live in
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area, are John Carra
(Agawam), Zacharia Yarovoy
(Chicopee), Antonio Maurico
(Chicopee), Aidan Monaghan
(Agawam), Kayson Gauthi-
er (South Hadley), Spencer
Parsons (South Hadley), and
Braeden Fitzgerald (Aga-
wam).

The West team finished
pool play with a perfect 4-0

record.

They posted
a pair of one
sided match-
es  against
Northeast
6-2, and
Southeast,
8-0. They also
pulled out
two matches
by 2-1 results
against Cen-
tral and Met- %
ro.

“Central was

the best team we played

in pool play, Wrisley
said. “I scored a goal
and had an assist in that

game.

BOYS I page8

Andrew Dziadroz
makes a play on

Linus Dandurand attempts to make a stop.

Tyler Supczak, of Wilbraham,
makes the easy trap.

the ball.

Aidan
Monaghan, of
Agawam, tries
to play the
ball off his
chest.
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Kayson Gauthier, of South Hadley, looks to make a free kick.
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Kaileena Smith, of Granby, advances up

the field.

around an opponent.

Margaret Healey, of Granby, looks to get
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oo Above, Taylor Bartosz, of Wilbraham, looks to clear the ball on defense. Left,
Kelsey Morrissette, of Chicopee, starts her way up the field.

Above, Kalli White, of Granby, is
pressured as she heads through
the middle of the field. Left,
Aaliyah Hall, of South Hadley,
chases after a loose ball.

two squads at Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBUR - While the
other sections of the state
only had one girls’ soccer
team competing in this year’s
Bay State Summer Games,
Western Mass. was repre-
sented by two teams for the
first time.

The West Red team was
coached by Matt Mosher,
while Eric Woods guided the
West Yellow team.

The two squads faced
each other in the final pool
game on July 11 at the Game
On Sports and Performance
Center in Fitchburg.

After building a 3-0 lead,
the Red team withstood a
late comeback by the Yellow
team for a 3-2 victory.

“We had more than 40
girls’ try out for the two soc-
cer teams, which shows how
popular the sport is in West-
ern Mass.,” said Mosher. “Eric
and I have a very good rela-
tionship. We try our best to
make the teams equal. It’s
has been alot of fun coaching
this team”

It was the sixth con-
secutive year that Mosher
coached a Western Mass.
girls’ soccer team at the Bay
State Summers Games. His
previous teams won two Sil-
ver Medals and three Bronze
Medals.

Mosher was assisted by
Laura Wray-Ramos, whos
the longtime girls’ varsity
soccer coach at Agawam
High School.

The members of the Red
team, who live in the region,
are Filomena Stellato (Aga-

GIRLS 1 page 8
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Teddy Bear Pools takes playoff title in Tri-County

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

THORNDIKE - For the
first time since 2012, the
TriCounty League cham-
pionship title belongs to a
baseball team other than
PeoplesBank.

The third-seeded Teddy
Bear Pools & Spas ended the
secondseeded PeoplesBank
twelve year dynasty after
sweeping the best of three
semifinal series. Teddy Bear
then captured the champion-
ship trophy for the first time
since the 1980’ with an 8-4
victory over the top-seed-
ed St. Joseph’s Saints in last
Sunday’s night decisive game
three held at St. Joe’s Park in
Thorndike.

“Before the start of the
regular season, I thought we
had the most talented team
in this league, said Teddy
Bear player/manager Ryan
Magni. “We have a couple of
outstanding college baseball
players on our roster, which
made the biggest difference.
It does feel great to win the
championship title, but I do
have a lot of respect for St.
Joes”

Ryan Magni played for St.
Joe’s for eight years before
switching sides a couple of
years ago. His younger broth-
er, Brandon, was the St. Joe’s
starting first baseman in
game three.

Ryan Magni started the
game in centerfield before
replacing righthander Bren-
dan Fournier on the mound
in the bottom of the seventh
inning,.

St. Joe’s scored two runs
against the righthander in
their final at-bats. The game
came to an end when Bran-
don Magni hit a ground
ball to the second baseman
against his older brother.

“I've faced my brother
many times over the years,”
Ryan Magni said. “I didn't
have my best stuff tonight,
but I didn’t make it very easy
for him?”

St. Joe’s, who lost to Peo-
plesbank in last year’s cham-
pionship series, was looking
to win the TCL title for the

Nate Carrill makes a throw down to second.

first time since 2006.

“They just capitalized on
our mistakes in tonight’s
game,” said St. Joe’s manager
Paul Marcinek. “It would’ve
been nice if we could've
scored a few more runs. We
did win the regular season
championship with a 16-4 re-
cord, and we have nothing to
be disappointed about.”

Marcinek was assisted by
Brian Hayes this season.

With one-out in the top
of the first inning, Teddy
Bear had runners on first
and third when right fielder
Willie Landman hit a ground
ball up the middle. St Joe’s

shortstop Jacob Hayes

made an outstanding diving
stop before tagging second
base and throwing a strike to
Magni completing the inning
ending double play.

Jacob Hayes, who's a mem-
ber of the UMass Dartmouth
baseball team along with
his brother Jackson, belt-
ed a double to right center
leading off the bottom half
of the opening frame. Bran-
don Magni followed with a
groundball single into left
field putting runners at the
corners. St. Joes took a 1-0
lead when centerfielder Pat
Fitzgibbons hit a blooper just

fires a pitch home.

Matt Drobiak slides safely
back to first.

out of the second baseman’s
reach which scored Hayes.
Magni also crossed the plate
following a throwing error
by the catcher.

Fournier, who graduated
from Chicopee High School
in 2017, retired 17 of the fi-
nal 18 St. Joe’s batters that he
faced. St. Joe’s only base run-
ner during that stretch was
Fitzgibbons, who hit a triple
to right field with one-out in
the sixth inning.

“T struggled in the first
inning, but I started throw-
ing more off speed pitches
that kept them off balance.
My teammates also made
the plays behind me,” said
Fournier, who was the win-
ning pitcher. “T've been play-
ing in this league for almost
ten years, and it feels great to
finally win a championship”

Teddy Bear cut the defi-
cit in half against righty Jack
Feltovic in the third inning.

With one-out, catcher
Mike Toth, who graduated
from Granby High School,
was hit-by-a-pitch. Second
baseman Ramon Jimenez
singled to right field putting
runners at first and third.
Then Landman hit a sacrifice
fly to right.

Jimenez graduated from
Chicopee High School before
playing Division 1 college
baseball at Boston College
and Central Connecticut. He
was intentionally walked in
his other three plate appear-
ances.

The visiting team took the
lead for the first time two in-
nings later.

Ryan Magni and Jimenez
reached base via walks,
which was sandwiched be-
tween a Mike Toth flyball sin-
gle, which loaded the bases
with one out. Left fielder Josh
Frometa (2-for-3) blasted
a triple to center giving his
team a 4-2 lead.

“The bases were loaded
and I was looking for a pitch
to drive,” said Frometa, who
played baseball at Chicopee
High and A.L.C. “It was a huge
hit at that point of the game,
and it feels great to win the
championship title”

o T _ R
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Above, Teddy Bear Pools becomes the first new playoff champions in more than a
decade. Top left, Joey DeMichele makes a play for St. Joe’s. Left, Brendan Fournier

After scoring an un-
earned run in the sixth,
Teddy Bear scored three
more runs in the top of the
seventh against lefthander
relief pitcher Jackson Hayes.
The key hit during that
frame was a bases loaded
double by first baseman Will
Kennedy, who played for St.
Joe’s several years ago.

Teddy Bear entered the
bottom of the seventh inning
holding an 8-2 advantage.

St. Joe's DH Adam Zebi-
an drew a walk against Ryan
Magni leading off the final
frame. Zebian was replaced
at first base by pinch run-
ner Adam Przybycien. Left
fielder Ryan O’Leary fol-
lowed with a triple to center
scoring Przybycien. O'Leary
scored on an infield hit by
catcher Nate Carillon, who
graduated from South Had-
ley High School.

Ryan Magni settled down
and got out of the jam by
retiring the next three bat-
ters, including his younger
brother.

Teddy Bear Pools & Spas
will be looking to defend
their championship title
in the summer of 2027, but
challengers like St. Joe’s and
People’sBank will be looking
to knock them off the top of
the mountain.

BOYS & from page 7

The West team was
coached by Josh Wi-
etecha, whos the boys’
varsity soccer coach at
Hampshire Regional. He
graduated from Chicopee
Comp in 2021 and helped
the West team win the
Gold medal at the 2019
Bay State Games.

Wietecha enjoyed
coaching Wrisley at this
year’s Bay State Games.

“Griffen is one of the
best soccer players that
I've coached,” Wietecha
said. “He’s an outstanding
forward and takes control
of every game.”

This fall, Wrisley will
be one of the few return-

LOWER PBIGES
10 BOOS

YOUR BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS...............

ing players on the Chicop-
ee Pacers varsity team.

players from last year’s
varsity
said. “We only have a cou-
ple of varsity players re-
turning”

about transferring to a
different high school.

is a very special place for
me and my family,” Wris-
ley added. “We won the
Western Mass. title for the
first time in 43 years last
year. It was very special”

leading goal scorer for the
Pacers boys’ soccer team.
He needs only three more
goals to reach the 100 goal

INFI.ATION

“We graduated twelve

team,” Wrisley

Wrisley never thought

“Chicopee High School

Wrisley is the All-Time

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS...... ®

USDA INSP. FRESH SMOKED

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC........

milestone.
has 116 career points.

coached the West team
at the Bay State Summer
games last year, is return-
ing as the Pacers varsity
boys’ soccer coach.

cessful soccer player with-
out the help of my coach-
es,
looking to playing soccer
for one final season at
Chicopee High School.

uled to host Northampton
in the season opener on
Labor Day. Theyre also
scheduled to play anoth-
er match against Frontier
Regional at historic Szot
Park two nights later.

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

He currently

Hugo Destapado, who

“I wouldn’t be a suc-

Wrisley said. “I'm

The Pacers are sched-

USDA INSP. FRESH
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GIRLS » from page 7

wam), Hannah Haesaert
(South Hadley), Kyra Lip-
pmann (Holyoke), Gabriel-
la Ramos (Agawam), Riley
Platt (South Hadley), Audrey
Afonso (Ludlow), Olivia Izzo
(Agawam), Bridget Benoit
(Belchertown), and Bri-Anne
Kraus (Granby).

“All of the players on my
soccer team have been play-
ing with and against each
other for years,” Mosher said.
“They know each other very
well”

After finishing pool play
at 2-1-1, the Red team surged
to a 3-0 win over Northeast
in the Gold medal game. It
marked the first time that a
West girls soccer team won

177
149

22 BEEF TENDERLOIN | USDA INSP. FRESH
zlb FCRUETE S'l 2%9 WHOLE CHICKEN rwini K susssssssses

USDA INSP. FROZEN GEN BAKE

POWDERED DONUT

the Gold medal at the Bay
State Games since 2016.

“It’s very exciting being
a member of this soccer
team,” Haesaert said. “There
are a lot talented soccer
players in the west”

The Red team began pool
play with a 2-1loss to North-
east. The following day, they
tied Central, 1-1, before cel-
ebrating a 3-0 shutout win
against Southeast/Coastal.

During the past couple of
years, Woods, who coaches
the girls’ soccer team at the
MacDuffie School in Gran-
by, coached the Central/
West team at the Bay State
Games. His team won the
Gold medal in 2024.

“The Central team had
a mixture of players from
Central and Western Mass.
during the past couple of
years,” Woods said. “It’s nice
to coach a team with only
players from the West. Soc-
cer is a very popular sport
in Western Mass.”

The Yellow team lost to
Central, 5-0, in the Bronze
medal game.

The members of the
Yellow team, who attend a
high school in the region,
are Taylor Bartosz (Min-

nechaug Reg.), Kelsey Mor-
risette (Chicopee Comp),
Grace Sherman (South
Hadley), Sofia Marsh (Gran-
by), Cecelia Litz (Agawam),
Kalli White (Granby), Mar-

garet Healey (Granby),
Grace Curto (Agawam),
Mackenzie Lynch (Aga-
wam), Sydney Germain

(Chicopee), Cayla Ribeiro
(Chicopee), Eleanor Szlosek
(Granby), and Jordyn Szado
(Monson).

The Yellow team (0-3-1)
began pool play with a pair
of 4-1 losses to both Cen-
tral and Northeast. They
managed to tie Southeast/
Coastal, 1-1 the following
afternoon.

In the West vs. West
match-up, Healey scored a
penalty kick goal and added
a corner kick goal.

“It was really a lot fun
playing in the Bay State
games for the first time,
said Healey, who's a rising
sophomore. “I enjoyed com-
peting against the other
players from the West”

It was an enjoyable three
days in Northern Worces-
ter County for the two girls’
soccer teams from Western
Massachusetts.
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Springfield
HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
8-6 * Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

USDA INSP. FROZEN sz 99
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BUY DIRECT FOR

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Agawam Senior Genter
announces upcoming activities

AGAWAM - Here are
some upcoming activities
happening at the Agawam
Senior Center. Some require
registration or confirma-
tion. Information in the de-
tails below:

Beautiful Bones
Tuesday; Sept. 1 at 5 p.m.
in Veterans Hall

Beautiful Bones goal is
to increase muscle mass,
bone density, and flexibili-
ty, through weight training,
resistance training, ending
with stretching. Class begins
standing then descends to
the floor. Chairs are option-
al for those who choose not
to use the floor. Bring a yoga
mat for your use. Starts Sept.
1in Veterans Hall at 5 p.m.

Caregivers Connect -
Dementia Caregiver
Support Group
Tuesday; Sept. 1
from 6 to 7 p.m.
in the Garden Room

Laurie Cecchi, OT, OTR,
CAPS (Certified Aging-in-

Place Specialist), CDCS
(Certified Dementia Care
Specialist) will be run-

ning our caregiver support
group. Join us to feel heard,
supported, and uplifted as
you navigate the complex-
ities of caregiving and cel-
ebrate the moments of joy
and connection with your
loved ones. Caregivers Con-
nect meets the first Tuesday
of the month.

Diabetes Support Group
Wednesday, Sept. 2
from 1to2p.m.

We are excited to wel-
come our guest speaker on
Sept. 2. Sean Collins, FNP,
Specialist in Endocrinology.
Please join us for an infor-
mative and engaging dis-
cussion on diabetes man-
agement and care. We look
forward to seeing you there.

New England Wound Care
Wednesday; Sept. 9 at 1 p.m.
in the Dining Room

Enjoy some delicious
snacks and meet with mem-

bers from NEWCare, New
England Wound and Os-
tomy Care. As you age, you
become more susceptible to
wounds. Learn about how
to prevent and manage dif-
ferent common wounds like
diabetic wounds, pressure
wounds, and more. You'll
also learn about ostomy
care. Bring your questions.

Hearing checks with Gary
Thursday, Sept. 17

The next New Ears hear-
ing clinic will take place
on Thursday, Sept. 17. Gary
Winn a licensed Hearing
Instrument Specialist, and
owner of New Ears Hearing
Care, will conduct a free
hearing clinic. He will check
ears for wax build-up, per-
form hearing screenings,
and counsel people about
hearing loss. Hearing aids
will be cleaned and adjust-
ed, if possible. Call (413)
821-0604 to make an ap-
pointment. Hearing checks
will take place in Seminar
Hall.

Applications open for wreath bazaar

AGAWAM - Agawam
Congregational ~ Church
is now accepting applica-
tions for the Holly Wreath
Christmas Bazaar to be
held on Saturday, Nov. 21

at9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

If you are interested in
participating contact the
church office at 786-7111
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon for
an application.

You may pick one up
at the church office or re-
quest one be sent to you by
email.

The church email is of-
fice@agawamcong.com.

SENIORS & from page 1

Medicare plan in the Com-
monwealth,” Guagnini said.
“I enjoy being visible to the
public and helping people
understand the finer details
of Medicare, because as we
all know it can be very con-
fusing! Medicare is always
changing and evolving and
I enjoy helping people un-
derstand how it works and
what they need to know
about choosing a plan that
works for them. People love
those two words, free and
simple.

“The Medicare informa-
tion I provide never costs
anything and having been
in this field for 16 plus years
now, I feel that I can help
break everything down in
simple terms for people be-
cause that in itself can be
very helpful. At the begin-
ning of my presentations,
I always introduce myself
and make sure everyone
knows I'm not there to sell
them anything; that my job
is to educate them on the
topic I'm presenting on that
day. I remind them that if
they can walk out of that
room knowing something
they didn’t know when they
walked in, I've done my job.
I'm grateful for the people
who choose to spend an
hour or two with me, espe-
cially on a sunny, beautiful
day and in return I feel like
they deserve to learn some-
thing about Medicare in the
easiest to understand way
possible”

Guagnini shared the

steps people can take to
being looking into getting
Medicare

whom you or your spouse
works, contact Social Se-
curity three months prior
to your 65th birthday to en-
sure you are registered for
Parts A and B on the first
of your birthday month,
he said. “Educate yourself
on the different Medicare
plans that are available to
you and ultimately choose
the plan you feel is best for
you. Make an appointment
with a SHINE counselor
at your local Senior Cen-
ter as they are very helpful
and can help you through
the entire enrollment pro-
cess. It’s important to know
that you are not required
to enroll on Medicare Part
B if you are age 65 or old-

MELCHIORI

Tax and Financial Services

IRS Problems? Let a professional
handle it for you. Call us anytime.

COMPLETE TAX SERVICES

¢ Personal ¢ Business

e Corporations e Partnerships
Registered Notary Public

er and actively enrolled on
a health insurance plan
through an employer, yours
or your spouses, and can
defer Part B as long as you
are enrolled on that plan.
Second, the presentation
I hosted today provided
an overview of Medicare
and the two types of plans,
Medicare Supplement and
Medicare Advantage, that
are available”

Guagnini adds, “If you
missed this presentation,
please check with Kristina
at the Agawam Senior Cen-
ter to see when I'll be there
next, I'm always happy to
help anyone understand
and or navigate the Medi-
care world as best I can”

FREE

TAX PREP

to Certain
Deployed Military

]

Telephone: (413) 786-8727

Fax: (413) 786-1833

Obituary

Concetta “Connie “Bruno

(8

1941-2026

Being a mother and
a grandmother brings a
unique journey of love. Con-
cetta “Connie “Bruno devot-
ed mother, grandmother,
companion, sister, aunt and
friend passed away unex-
pectedly on July 29, 2026.
She was born in Ludlow on
February 2, 1941, to the late
Ralph and Ann (Kopysinski)
Sibilia and spent her youth
and was educated in Spring-
field graduating from Com-
merce High School. Connie
became a proud mother of
three children and devot-
ed herself to raising them
in a loving, nurturing home
where she could instill the
important values of life and
ensure they knew they were
unconditionally loved. Her
family was the center of her
world and as her grandchil-
dren began to arrive, she
continued to open her heart
and provide them with her
love and support. Her gen-
erous and giving ways knew
no bounds. She was always
there for her family and her
friends never expecting any-
thing in return. It was evi-
dent to anyone who met her
that she was genuine and her
trust was unwavering. There
was never a grandmother

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

who outsold her
when it came
to selling candy
to support her
granddaughter’s
gymnastic team.
There was not a
way to say no to
her enthusiasm.
She was affec-
tionately known
to all of her granddaughter’s
friends as Nana. Connie was
also a very successful Avon
“lady”. And never did Connie
miss an opportunity to send
a card for whatever the oc-
casion and she found great
joy in her efforts. Connie was
meticulous in how she kept
her vehicles and her Honda
Accord and Mustang were
dear to her. She loved the ex-
citement of going to the Ca-
sino or buying lottery tickets,
always hopeful she had the
winning number. She was a
devoted companion to Marty
Radewick for forty-two years,
being a partner not only in
business but in life. Marty
was a modified race car driv-
er for many years, and Con-
nie was by his side. One of
her proudest moments was
being chosen as Mrs. Schlitz
at the Big E. She lived life to
the fullest, making sure all
in her life knew her love for
them was endless. Connie

Visit us at

WWW.

.com

turley

left suddenly but
her memory will
live in the hearts of
her loved ones for-
ever.

Surviving Con-
nie is her devoted
companion Marty
Radewick and her
beloved daugh-
ter Kristine Bruno
Forry (she was predeceased
by her cherished son-in-law
Robert Forry) and daughter
Terri Cavanaugh. She also
leaves her cherished grand-
daughters, Gia, Farrah and
Tiffany and step grandsons
Mark and Mike Forry and
step great granddaughter
Isabella Forry. She will be
greatly missed by her lov-
ing brother Jerry Sibilia, ex-
tended family and countless
friends. Sadly, she was pre-
deceased by her beloved son
Robert Bruno Jr. and her for-
mer husband Robert Bruno
Sr.

Visitation with her family
was held Saturday, Aug. 8 at
8:30 a.m. at the Agawam Fu-
neral Home 184 Main Street
concluding at 10:15 a.m.
and was followed by a litur-
gy of Christian Burial at St.
Thomas the Apostle Church
in West Springfield at 11
a.m. Committal to follow at
Springfield Street Cemetery.

DEATH NOTICES

Concetta “Connie “Bruno
Died July 29, 2026

Agawam Advertiser News

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Gandara Center
Culturally Sensitive Care

betty@melchioritax.com
pauline@melchioritax.com

24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030

“If youre approaching
age 65 and don’t current-
ly have health insurance
through an employer for

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

[ Behavioral Health  [4 Substance Use & Recovery

¥ Youth & Family ¥ Community & Prevention

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

[ Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

1-877-733-3146

Providing culturally competent behavioral
health, prevention, and education services to
over 17,000 children, adults and families
across Massachusetts each year.

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

www. gandaracenter.org
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALE ALWAYS BUYING

84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD. ALL ANTIQUES:
FRIDAY-MONDAY, Musical instruments, guitars,
SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM. horns,  keyboards, vintage
Everything must go! Housewares, large & electronics, jewelry, coins,
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & watches, military cameras,

much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!

sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

New England Forest Products |:AURRAN‘|l'H"|‘FII(E
(413)477-0083 REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508)882-0178

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.
MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE
THANK YOU FOR
answering my prayers.
Publication as promised.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
¢ 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx**xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

WANTED TO BUY Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

ALLANTIQUESAND | INGS! pister epar. Dywal anging

OLD STUFF WANTED. ! ' '

Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.

Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, (413)563-0487

Games, coins, sterling, Glass-

ware, Silver-plated items, watches,

Musical instruments, typewriters,

sewing machines, tools, radios, ELECTRICIAN

clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
¢ Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Advertise your

services in our classi
We get results!

home improvement

fieds.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall »
Painting * & more!

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD'S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

Call us at 413.283.8393

In observance of
Labor Day,
there will be an

EARLY
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE.

To advertise,

place your ad

no later than
NOON

Thursday,
Sept. 3, 2026

Thant Ysu!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER.
$27.40 to $32.21 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job
description are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

I l"z,,

-
R

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base frice
2 g | 22 | 28 | 24 g
25 Beiznso | 26 Bestany | 27 B aes| 28 B 3000
2 s | 30 | o | 32 P
33 B | 34 Besaga| 39 Besisisy| 36 A
37 B isass | 38 Berange| 39 Bsias| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover a Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

HUBBARDSTON

o
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD'
9

v

BROOKFIELD [ &

BRINFELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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ARTISTS & from page 1

Event organizer Ceil Ros-
si expressed her love for the
event.

“I just love people,” Rossi
said. “And I love making peo-
ple happy. I love selling art.”
Rossi also shared with us that
at the art festival was a mosa-
ic of small canvases painted
by community members, as
well as an auction.

Karen Conkey talked
about the New England Mo-
saic, which was recently un-
veiled and then on display at
the festiva.

It is the fifth year the mo-
saic has been featured at the
art show.

“We show it here, as well
as we do an unveiling at the
beginning of August,” Conkey
said. “So, we actually show
this two different times. And
what we do is, all these can-
vases have been given out
through local libraries. Peo-
ple take them, they do what-
ever art they want on them
and they return them to their
libraries. We start in March,
get them back, we out them
on here, and then we sell
them for $25 each. And the
net proceeds go to scholar-
ships. So, we've given out four
scholarships this year. Four
$1,000 scholarships”

Conkey enjoys bringing
art to the community.

“Well, I think it’s sort of
the idea, one of our missions
is to bring our artwork into
the community, Conkey
said. “So, we have a lot of art-
ists that we support, within
our group. But then we want
to sort of radiate out art into
the community, get people
whonever do art to tryit. And
then we think it’s really great
for someone to see their art
displayed somewhere, cause
like, you can draw something
at home or whatever, but it
stays at your house.”

Robin Jenson, who helps
organize the auction, re-
flected on the scholarships
that are awarded. “So, this
particular scholarship is ac-
tually in the name of Karen
and my mom, Jenson said.
“And every year, we donate
one of her paintings. So, all

Christina Nasuti with Creations
by Christina at the ACAA Art
Festival last weekend.

the money collected goes
into the scholarship fund,
that’s for students going into
post high school education
in the arts of some sort, or
if they're already in college,
they can also apply. And so,
we've gradually increased the
amount, and the amount of
people we were able to help
out”

Jenson shared the name if
the scholarship is, the Gloria
McLellan Scholarship for the
Arts.

Jenson then shares why
she believes this scholarship
is so important for the com-
munity.

“I think one of our, one of
my mother’s missions, and
our mission as a group, is to
really involve the community
in what we do. And for us to
become involved in the com-
munity, so going both ways.
So, this really involves us in
the community by putting on
this festival of really fine art-
ists. We'e able to give back to
the community.”

There were many artists
who use many different me-
diums displaying their work

at the event.

“It's relaxing and just
working with your hands.
They've done studies where
they've attached stuff to the
brain, you know, to the scalp
and the reaction that the
brain has when you're creat-
ing, it actually releases the
dopamine,” said potter Patti
Bessette.

Barb Sawyer, a painter,
enjoys the exchanges she has
with visitors.

“It gives me an opportuni-
ty to get a little feedback, like
family sees art but its, you
know, family and friends are
always nice. But, I've learned
a lot. I've talked to other art-
ists, I love their work and
they give me tips. So, it’s been
very educational for me;
Sawyer said.

-
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Diane Boglisch displays her
wire crafted trees.

Artist Noreen Acconcio shows off her various works.

Gail Cortis doing an alcohol painting demonstration.

LT

Karen Conkey and Cindy
Bouley, co-chairs of the New
England Mosaic project.

==

Auction items at the Art Festival
on Aug. 22.

AI o

0,

Amber and Laura Bendikeen with their many crafts.

1

Carolyn S. Maloney doing a painting presentation.

ca.re{'ree gourd gauery

FINE ART CRAFTED GOURDS

8.2

Ceil Rossi with Fine Art Crafted Gourds.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA
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Sultana
duo
performs

If you’re enjoying
- this FREE edition of
Agawam Advertiser News

PLEASE CONSIDER
SUBSCRIBING

Current recipients of our weekly paper enjoy
town news, local stories and
articles of interest generated in Agawam
and its surrounding communities.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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Each week you’ll receive:

TOWN HALL NEWS ¢ BUSINESS HAPPENINGS ¢ AREA EVENTS ¢ SPORTS
COMMUNITY STORIES ¢ SCHOOL COVERAGE ¢ CLASSIFIEDS & MORE!

Please complete this form, and mail it in a secure envelope to:
Agawam Advertiser News, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 AAN26TMC

CALL US
Use our website - - -
to securely subscribe 1 41 3 283 8393
online at THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
AGAWAMADVERTISERNEWS.TURLEY.COM YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

| want to subscribe to Agawam Advertiser News
Enclosed is my payment for: 835 1 year in state
® 1 CHECK ENCLOSED d $40 ., 1 year out of state
— (850 e, 2 year in state
; CHARGE MY CREDITCARD 3 $60............ccoooorvccrn 2 year out of state
__| New __| Renewal | Gift AGIFT CARD WILL BE SENT TO ANNOUNCE YOUR GIFT!
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
E Phone:
' Credit Card #:
. Exp. Date: CVV2 code:
Signhature
GIFT TO:
Name:
. Address:
. City: State: Zip:



