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CEA, UFCW reps speak out on
rising health insurance plans

By Elise Lyons
Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On July 
23, the library hosted a pup-
pet-making workshop in the 
Bazan Community Room. 

This event was run by 
puppeteers Jonathan Keez-
ing and Karen Schumer of 
Caravan Puppets. Their or-
ganization, while a part of 
many local performances, 
has also ventured to perform 
for Japan’s Iida World Pup-
pet Festival, Boston’s Fourth 
of July Celebration, Toron-
to’s “Askinaz!” Festival, 
the streets of Jerusalem and 
Greenfield’s Balloon Festi-

val.
“Right now, we call 

ourselves ‘joy merchants,’” 
Schumer said, when asked 
about their careers. “We give 
puppet shows to kids and 
make puppets with kids, but 
I’m a former art teacher and 
we’re both artists and musi-
cians. Jonathan went to Berk-
ley, so he’s an avant-garde 
guitarist.”

“I started this about thir-
ty years ago and, at that time, 
I was trying to make my way 
in the world as an avant-gar-
de guitarist. My partner and 
I were having a baby, and I 
realized it was time to get 
a serious job because you 

can’t really make a living 
as an avant-garde guitarist,” 
Keezing said. “So, I became 
a puppeteer, because I’m 
a sensible guy. It’s taken a 
while, but yeah, it’s what we 
do. And with that, we travel 
mostly in Massachusetts, but 
we’ve gone all over New En-
gland and into New York, and 
we’ve done some touring. It’s 
a very diverse job and, as you 
could see today, lots of fun.”

In their 30 years of op-
eration, Caravan Puppets has 
visited the library among 
other locations, on numerous 
occasions– something that 
wouldn’t be possible with-
out the assistance they’ve 
received. 

“In terms of coming to-
gether, this is I think is our 
eighth or 9th performance 
with this library and we got a 
Cultural Consult Grant– this 
is through both the Chicopee 
Cultural Council and Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil– which is a great thing all 
over the state. It’s one of the 
big culture engines in local 
towns,” the couple said. 

Many families attend-
ed the workshop, including 
Paige Couture and her daugh-
ter, Lenox. When asked how 
they heard of the event, Cou-
ture explained that, “When 
you come to the library, you 
can sign up for the summer 
reading program and the 
calendar. I had the kids go 
through and pick which ac-
tivities they wanted to do, 

CPL hosts puppet workshop

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE - On July 
29, the CEA and UFCW rep-
resentatives formed a sense of 
unity as rallies of both unions 
transpired outside of City Hall 
to raise and garner support as 
contract negotiations remain a 
strong point of friction among 
all parties involved. 

Longing for answers, 
the rallyists sat and gathered 
from inside city hall to offer 
grievances about the rising 
concerns of health insurance 
plans across the city, as ongo-
ing negotiations continue, and 
it should be clear that the pub-
lic forum did allow all voices 
to be heard. In response to the 
outcry of worry and aggres-
sion, Mayor John Vieau called 

a meeting to dispel and quell 
the mitigated frustration as the 
City Council was called forth 
and assembled along with rep-
resentatives from Hub Inter-
national to provide additional 
feedback and address all ques-
tions and misconceptions. 

Public Input Response 
Speaking on the frustra-

tion that continues to manifest 
was Crystal Bouchie, Execu-
tive Vice President of UFCW 
Local 1459, who felt the num-
bers aren’t adding up, while 
addressing the biggest senti-
ments not being heard. 

“The biggest fact is that 
insurance increases are out-
weighing their wage increases 
and affecting and diminish-
ing their COLA (Cost of Life 
Adjustments) and the city is 

aware of this problem, as we 
are in active negotiations, and 
mediation, but the attitude 
we’ve received from the city 
is that ‘the insurance is what 
it is’,” Bouchie said. 

In addition, one major 
revelation that came to light 
was that Bouchie passed 
along that the City is now 
moving away from section 
19 and now utilizing sections 
21-23 of Massachusetts Gen-
eral Laws Chapter 32B, which 
eliminates the ability to bar-
gain. 

“We used to be able to 
meet and discuss the rates, so 
now were told when we bring 
up different proposals, we are 
then told this needs to be bar-
gained through this committee 
and then they already set the 
rates, we are left to ask what 

message does this tell your 
employees, and the taxpayers 
who are funding these orga-
nizations and it feels the city 
doesn’t care,” she said. 

In addition Bouchie’s 
comments do offer a point of 
bubbling frustration that feels 
a breaking point is set to be re-
leased, as the union’s reaction 
to the lack of urgency is ‘dis-
appointing,’ and adding to the 
fact it was revealed during the 
July 1 meeting due to the wide 
assortment of open positions 
totaling near 70 vacancies, the 
City of Chicopee has saved 
and allocated more than $8.1 
million. Bouchie respond-
ed by passing along that job 
seekers who look at Chicopee 
for potential employment. 
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A shot of the audience in City Hall Auditorium for the July 29 Special City Council Meeting.
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Karen Schumer presents one of many puppets of hers which 
Caravan Puppets use for their performances.

Meet the City Collector 
Candidates: Raj Sanghvi

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - As we get 
closer to the Sept. 16 primary 
for the role of city collector, 
the Chicopee Register will 
be highlighting the 
candidates.

The three can-
didates on the pri-
mary ballot are Raj 
Sanghvi, Sandra 
Peret and Frederick 
Krampits.

This week, let’s 
meet Raj Sanghvi.

Sanghvi ex-
plained he was mo-
tivated to run to give 
back to the community for al-
ways supporting him and his 
family, having been a business 
owner for 20 years.

“So, let’s give back to the 
city, the people of Chicopee. 
So I said, ‘What can I do to 
help the people?’” Sanghvi 
said.

Meeting with many el-
derly residents at his business, 
Sanghvi then wondered what 
he could do to help them when 
they go to city hall to pay their 
taxes and give them more at-
tention.

“Sometimes they’re hav-
ing problems with their health 
or some other issues, they ar-
en’t able to do that, so they’re 
relying on other people to help 
them out. So, I said, if I run, I 
want to have more drop box-
es around the city like Burnett 
Road and far off locations like 
Memorial Drive and see to it 
that it is the duty of the collec-
tor to go and collect the checks 
from the people and listen to 
their problems, what they’re 
facing,” Sanghvi said.

To do this, Sanghvi said 
he would want to hold meet-
ings at the senior center once 

a month to meet with resi-
dents and also help them man-
age their expenses, whether 
through talking about a pay-
ment plan, helping out with the 
tax classifications and clarify-
ing any issues.

“Secondly, being a busi-
nessman, I deal 
with money all the 
time. I do the same 
thing a collector 
does in a smaller 
way. Collecting 
money, doing the 
taxes, doing with-
drawals every day 
and see how effi-
ciently I can run 
my business, so 
that same idea I 

can apply to the collector’s 
office,” Sanghvi said. “And 
being in customer service, I 
listen to people’s issues all 
the time and I love doing that, 
talking to people and listening 
to their problems and trying to 
solve them in whatever way I 
can help.”

Another goal would be to 
bring more awareness to the 
city collector role and what it 
does.

“As a collector, I don’t 
want to have a lien on any-
body’s house if they can’t pay. 
We can work out a problem, 
they can try to solve it because 
taking anybody’s house is not 
a good thing. Some business-
es might be going through a 
rough time, so then I can sit 
down with the businesses and 
talk to them being in small 
business myself. I know what 
problems we face running a 
business. It’s all about people 
management, people skills and 
the customer service,” Sangh-
vi said. “I thought I’d be best 
suited for the job, so I put my 
hat in the race.”

A look at Barry School Designs 
Schematics A1 to A4

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — As 
shared in last week’s edi-
tion, the Chicopee Register 
will be breaking down the 
12 different designs sche-
matics shared by the Anna 
Barry School Building Com-
mission during their July 17 
meeting.

This week, we will be 
examining the first section, 
which includes A1 through 
A4. 

A1 - A4 details and high-
lights the estimated cost and 
practical breakdown of each 
pro and con for the Garrity 
Grove location, where Barry 
currently resides and remains 
under Article 97 regulations. 

A1 is a standard base repair 
option as per the requirement 
from the MSBA to serve as a 
baseline model. 

Bert Gardner, an archi-
tect attached to the project 
from Caolo & Bieniek Ar-
chitects, elaborated on the 
designs schematics. 

“The MSBA requires 
that for the base project, we 
have to do an existing con-
ditions of code repair, which 
is to bring the building up to 
code, and stabilize the build-
ing; however, it structurally 
doesn’t offer any new ed-
ucational improvements,” 
Gardner said, when offer-
ing a deeper dive into the 
A1 schematic. Other cons 
involved only 12% of key 
improvements would be sup-

ported. In total, the projected 
cost would be in the ballpark 
of $46, 634, 960 dollars af-
ter construction and other 
miscellaneous figures such 
as tariffs and classroom ren-
ovations. 

Gardner added that this 
option isn’t the intent of the 
project, as it falls more under 
the umbrella of comparing 
and contrasting other designs 
put forth, before noting that 
other options explored the 
possibility of what a two or 
three-story Barry could look 
like, which fall under the um-
brella of options A2-A4. 

A2 would be a two-story 
Addition/Renovation at the 
Barry Elementary School 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EVAN GARBER

A summary of the A4 Design.

See INSURANCE 
page 5

See SANGHVI
page 5

See BARRY SCHOOL
page 8See PUPPETS page 6

Raj Sanghvi
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/31/25-8/6/257/31/25-8/6/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS
SKINLESS ..........................................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. OLD FASHIONED

GLAZED DONUTS 6 PAK .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$699USDA INSP. STORE SHAVED

BEEF SHAVED STEAK ....................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$466

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$229
lb

lb

$149USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$777
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE TERIYAKI MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS .................
                 

lb

lb
$369

$699

lb
$222

77¢
lblb

$139

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGH 

lb

$669
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$989
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
WHOLE WHOLE 

OR HALFOR HALF
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
1ST MONTH IS FREE!
LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA! NO HIDDEN FEES!

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access

Councilors, Vieau address rising health insurance concerns
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE – The City 
Council and Mayor John Vieau 
addressed rising health insur-
ance costs in the city during a 
special meeting on July 29. 

As stated in this week’s 
edition, this item was unani-
mously motioned to be placed 
on file with President/Council-
or-at-Large Frank Laflamme 
explaining the councilors can 
continue referring theirs and 
residents thoughts and ques-
tions to the mayor’s office.

Three representatives 
from HUB International, 
Kathy Breton, Assistant V.P. 
of Employee Benefits, Marc 
Criscitelli Senior V.P., and 
Russell Denver, Chief Com-
pliance Officer for New En-
gland, also provided a presen-
tation, which started off by 
highlighting and noting that 
contributing reasons for the 
rising inflation of insurance 
costs and utilization of health-
care are due factors such as 
aging population, upward fre-
quency of chronic diseases, 
rising prescription prices, and 
the “Covid Hangover”.

Criscitelli explained that 
the City, seven years ago, 
moved to what is called a par-
tially self-insurance process. 
As part of a path forward to 
curb the high cost of insurance 
rates as the city has worked 
hard to keep its total health 
plans’ rates lower than the ma-
jority of municipalities and the 
GIC’s rates over the years. 

It was then revealed that 
plans such as GIC due to un-
derbudgeting and not antic-
ipating higher-than-normal 
healthcare expense, due to the 
uncertain factors listed reveal-
ing that during FY25 GIC was 
underfunded by $240 million, 
along with many other munic-
ipalities’ health plans such as 
Blue Cross Blue Shield de-
claring a loss of $400 million 

and Harvard Pligram suffering 
a $382 million loss, as well. 
Reinforcing the nature that if 
these insurance giants contin-
ue not only will premiums sky-
rocket, but the companies will 
potentially fold. 

Criscitelli then revealed 
that the city of Chicopee is 
now moving towards a new 
insurance called DGB - a Ref-
erence-Based Pricing program 
(RBP) which does not rely on 
the traditional health insurance 
carriers’ contracts with pro-
vider networks, which was the 
subject of hot debate during 
the public input hearing. How-
ever, it was noted that this 
health plan, DGB/ClaimDoc, 
is meant to remedy the curve 
of the ever-increasing rise in 
healthcare costs. 

Criscitelli offered that 
“approximately 90% of the 
City’s health plan costs are 
claims that get paid to health-
care providers and pharmacies, 
and approximately 10% of our 
health plans’ costs are for plan 
administration paid to Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, Health New 
England, and DGB/ClaimDoc, 
as well as stop-loss insurance, 
payable to Sun Life, to reim-
burse the City for all claims 
above $250,000.”  

Laflamme later clarified 
the meeting was to, also, in-

form the council on the pro-
cess.

“We do not get involved 
in the process itself. It’s done 
by the mayor’s office and the 
team. The City Council has 
no process in part of that pro-
cess,” Laflamme said.

Ward 4 Councilor George 
Balakier presented ideas, in-
cluding an audit to look over 
the use of plans such as the 
most expensive drugs being 
used and the most costly pro-
cedures in a plan.

Also, breakdowns of the 
top 10 prescribed drugs “to 
take a look at that to see if we 
can get something that’s com-
parable but not as expensive, 
i.e. it would be less cost.”

Also, the implementation 
of wellness programs, noting 
Chicopee Public Schools Food 
Services Director Melanie 
Wilk and Health Director Lisa 
Sanders for resources.

“Again, I don’t know 
if we have these programs, 
but again, this is some of the 
thought process, and we also, 
if need be, we could also get 
some consultants to talk about 
health literacy, nutrition liter-
acy and financial literacy, so 
these are all interconnected,” 
Balakier said.

Ward 9 Councilor Mary 
Beth Costello noted the public 

input comments regarding not 
going out to bid for a while for 
health insurance.

“When was the last time 
you went out to bid and how 
long has HUB been servicing 
the community without going 
out to bid?” Costello said.

Criscitelli explained 
they’ve been working with the 
city for eight to 10 years and 
they have looked at carriers 
throughout all those years.

“So every year, we dis-
cuss looking at different 
carriers. Of course, moving 
to a self-insurance arrange-
ment, 90% of your costs are 
your claims. So, typically, 
your claims to some degree 
are going to be your claims, 
whether you’re with Health 
New England or Blue Cross 
Blue Shield or Aetna or Cig-
na or United Healthcare or 
Harvard Pilgrim,” Criscitelli 
said. “So, the difference in 
cost would be that the 3% 
you pay--your health plan 
pays for administrative costs. 
All those carriers charge 
very comparable amounts, so 
there’s not much difference 
between them. So, the ques-
tion would be what providers 
have the deepest discounts, 
and I can tell you they’re all 
very comparable.”

Criscitelli added HUB 

looks at different administra-
tors every year and 20 different 
stop-loss insurance carriers, 
also noting an option called 
DGB--or Diversified Group 
Brokerage Plan.

“The reason why the 
charge for that plan’s a lot less 
is because the claims are much 
more controlled in that plan,” 
Criscitelli said.

On Costello’s earlier 
question, it was clarified that 
the bid process for brokers 
is every three years, but for 
HUB, they go out to bid every 
single year.

Due to the city not being 
self-insured before, the bid 
process was those every three 
years. But now that the city is 
self-insured as of one year and 
29 days, they would now have 
to go out to bid.

“It can be good for up to 
three years with two, one-year 
renewals,” Criscitelli said.

Costello then said, “I 
think it’s good we get on track 
in regards to the concern of the 
employees for bidding.”

“I’ll tell you, I do think 
it’s a long time for no bidding 
from eight to 10 years. That’s 
just my opinion,” Costello said. 
“And then that way, it’s going 
to be extremely transparent be-
cause now you’re having pub-
lic input, everybody’s going to 

know and update all the insur-
ance, and I’m sure that we’re 
right on the track.”

Vieau also addressed why 
the city hasn’t joined GIC, 
with the reason being how “the 
total premium is actually high-
er” and having spoken with 
HUB International about no 
rate increases for city employ-
ees when he first got elected as 
mayor.

“As we go away from 
being fully-insured to self-in-
sured, we kept the deductibles 
the same. So, we went to that 
$2,000 deductible, the city still 
kept the employees; deduct-
ibles at $500 and $1,000 for a 
family,” Vieau said.

As the deductible went up 
from $3,000 to, later, $5,000, 
he added, the employee de-
ductible stayed at that $500 
and $1,000 “where the city 
paid the difference before the 
insurance company kicked in 
till it reached the point with 
these increases where some-
thing has to give.”

“Once you hit the $5,000, 
you can’t go to eight, 10, 
$12,000. It’s now either going 
fully-insured with stop-loss in-
surance which we chose to do 
and that found a plan that was 
comparable apples to apples 
that actually met and allowed 
you to use Boston doctors. It 
allowed you to use national 
doctors if you needed to, and 
that was the DGB. A plan that 
was very comparable and had 
a zero increase and that was 
just added as an option, still 
keeping the other plans,” Vieau 
said.

Vieau ended his remarks 
saying he thought “this was 
one of the creative ways that 
we could actually try to keep 
a little bit more money in peo-
ple’s paychecks.”

“Just because it was a way 
to reduce that total premium 
for not just the employee but 
the city as well, and that was 
the goal,” Vieau said.

Crystal Bouchie, Executive Vice President of UFCW Local 1459, 
speaks during public input.

Ward 9 City Councilor Mary Beth Costello asks about the bid 
process.

Chicopee Public Library hosts 
summer events for kids, families

CHICOPEE - Each month 
the Chicopee Public Library 
hosts a variety of free pro-
grams for children, teens and 
families. The Youth Services 
Department seeks to provide 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for August 2025, in-
cluding information about the 
annual Summer Reading Chal-
lenge!

Many of our programs are 
planned to happen outside in 
our beautiful back yard. How-
ever, if it’s raining or too hot, 
we will move all programming 
to our community room or 
children’s room.

Outside Playgroup  will 
be held on Fridays, Aug. 8 
and 15 at 10:30 a.m. Play out-
side at the library! Families 
are invited to hang out under 
our new shade structure. Li-
brary staff will bring toys and 
sidewalk chalk. In the event 

of bad weather, this program 
will move into the Children’s 
Room Playspace. 

Toddler Time will be held 
on Mondays Aug. 4 and 11 
at 10:30 a.m. An open ended 
playtime for Toddlers to so-
cialize and play! For ages 0-2, 
no registration required. In the 
event of bad weather, this pro-
gram will move into the Chil-
dren’s Room.

Musical Storytime will be 
held on Tuesdays, Aug. 5 and 
12 at 10:30 a.m. A little bit of 
storytime, a little bit of a dance 
party. Join us outside on the 
back patio or in the communi-
ty room for stories and move-
ment. Geared towards kids 
ages two through five, older 
kids welcome. 

The library will host 
a  Bingo for Books  event on 
Wednesday, Aug. 6 at 6 p.m. 
Kids, teens and families are 
invited to play a few rounds 
of bingo for a chance to win a 
book. 

Make some art at  Card-
board Tube Painting on Thurs-
day, Aug. 7 at 2:30 p.m. Exper-
iment with colors and shapes 
using cardboard tubes to paint. 
We’ll provide the supplies, 
you provide the imagination. 
For all ages. 

Summer Anime Club for 
Teens  will meet on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5 at 4 p.m. to make an 
upcycled zipper pouch project. 
Great for holding your writing 
implements or your Pokémon 

cards. Registration is required, 
sign up online or contact the 
Children’s Room.

The library will host 
an End of Summer Party fea-
turing Ice Cream with the 
Mayor and Library Mini-Golf 
on Aug. 14. Mayor John Vieau 
and library staff will be scoop-
ing ice cream from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Mobile Mini-Golf will have 9 
holes set up on the main floor 
of the library from 2:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Come and celebrate 
your summer reading achieve-
ments!

There is still time 
to sign up for the Sum-
mer Reading Challenge! 
“Chicopee, Did you read to-
day?” is the question of the 
season. The Library is chal-
lenging everybody to read 
every day from June 23 - Au-
gust 15. You can read books or 
comics, listen to audiobooks, 
read to someone, or listen to 
someone read to you. You can 
read as much or as little as you 
want. The goal is to spread the 
joy of reading and learning 
throughout the community. 
Sign up for our reading chal-
lenge online with Beanstack 
(look for the link on the library 
homepage) or visit the library 
to get started!

Visit the library website 
for more info about library 
events, including programs 
for adults and Thursday night 
Concerts.  www.chicopeepub-
liclibrary.org.

Meet Clark Wojtowicz Candidate 
for Chicopee Councilor At-Large

My name is Clark Wo-
jtowicz, and I am proud to 
be a lifelong Chicopee res-
ident. I grew up in this city, 
attended Valentine School, 
Bowe, and graduated from 
Chicopee High. My roots 
run deep here, my parents, 
the late Clarence “Clarky” 
Wojtowicz and Diane Wo-
jtowicz, were well-known 
for running Market Square, 
Clarky’s, and the Kendall 
Hotel for many years.

I am running for Coun-
cilor At-Large because I 
believe our city needs new 
leadership that supports 
local business, public safe-
ty, and education. Right 

now, the Planning Board 
and current administration 
have taken an anti-business 
stance that is hurting Chi-
copee’s future. As a busi-
ness owner since 1982, I’ve 
seen firsthand roadblocks 
being created and if we 
stay on this path, we risk 
financial collapse. Projects 
like Bemis Pond, the old li-
brary, and the Uniroyal site 
have been mismanaged, and 
decisions like approving a 
drug rehab facility in the 
former Willimansett nurs-
ing home and low-income 
housing at WACE will only 
increase the burden on tax-
payers.

I am pro-business, 
pro-police, and pro-teacher. 
I believe our police should 
be allowed to do their jobs 
without interference, and 
our teachers should be 
empowered to teach, not 
bogged down by bureaucra-
cy. A strong police depart-
ment and quality education 
system are the backbone of 
a healthy, thriving commu-
nity.

I am not running for 
personal gain; I’m running 
to work for the people. I’ll 
fight for smart planning, 
lower taxes, and decisions 
that truly benefit the resi-
dents of Chicopee.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508
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Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson StationENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES

USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM DAILY •

150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke  
84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 

413-536-2393 Option 3  
www.holyokepediatrics.com 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 

• Open 363 days a year.  Nursing staff & an on-call physician available by phone 
to our patients 24 hours a day, including weekends and holidays. 

• Newborns to age 20, lactation services, behavioral health services,  
routine well child visits, sports physicals, on-site lab in Holyoke,  

most insurances accepted 

Random Acts of Kindness
By Barb Turcotte

I’m often asked where I 
find the people I write about 
and I have to say, I’m always 
amazed when these remark-
able people cross my path.  

That’s exactly how it 
was, a chance meeting with 
Jaime Beebe, the Founder of 
‘Reborns With Reasons’. We 
met leaving a memory facil-
ity, her walking out with a 
carriage of dolls that were so 
realistic, I expected a reaction 
from my cooing to them. 

First I’d like to tell you 
a little bit about this incred-
ible woman, Jaime.  She be-
came a young mom with her 
high school sweetheart but 
unfortunately their parenting 
readiness were at different 
levels. Ten years later they 
reconnected and are now a 
beautiful family not only with 
their son, but with two more 
children as well.

As a young mom with 
three children, it was point-
less to go to work as child-
care was so expensive, so she 
started a daycare in her home.  
She did this for approximate-
ly six years, affording her to 
be with her children while 
earning an income.  

Some people by nature 
are givers and that definitely 
describes Jaime.  After turn-
ing her volunteering with ‘Re-
borns’ into a business she still 
wanted to give back. So for 
the past two years she’s vol-
unteered fostering kittens and 
for four and half years, she’s 
been a volunteer for Hospice, 
often bringing her ‘Babies’ 
along for comfort care.

Jaime was intrigued 
when she saw her first ‘Re-
born’ and bought it.  She 
then randomly ventured into 
a memory care facility to see 
if they would be interested in 
her visiting the residents with 
her ‘Baby’. The resident’s 
immediate reactions were 
breathtaking as she watched 

them cuddle, sing and talk 
with the ‘Baby’. The staff was 
in awe of their reactions and 
encouraged Jaime to come 
again, so she did on volun-
teer basis for five and half 
years. The staff, their eyes 
filled with tears as one of the 
residents exclaimed, “This is 
like Christmas!”, because this 
resident had been non-verbal 
until this happened. 

Unfortunately, though it 
filled Jaime’s soul by volun-
teering, it became necessary 
for her to go to work. When 
she told one of the facilities 
she volunteered at she was 
going to have to find a ‘real 
job’, they told her, “You have 
a real job!  What you’re doing 
is making such an incredible 
difference, you have to turn 
this into a business and keep 
doing this wonderful work!”

Jaime was very skeptical; 
she did this for the love of the 
reactions of the residents. 
She couldn’t imagine doing 
it other than volunteering, 
but if she did this as a busi-
ness, it would not only help 
with family expenses, but she 
would be able to continue to 
see what a difference it was 
making for people with mem-
ory problems.

One of the resident’s 
family members told her their 
dad wouldn’t be interested 
in any of this.  Yet when dad 
saw the ‘Baby’ he immedi-
ately embraced it and started 
talking to it gently.  Telling it 
how beautiful it was and how 
it was going to grow up to be 
such a wonderful person.  The 
family was shocked.  What a 
wonderful thing for those 
children to witness, seeing 
their dad as he must have nur-
tured them when they were 
babies, of course a memory 
they’d have been much too 
young to remember.

Jaime has invested many 
dollars into this venture with 
dolls starting from $300 to 
$1,200 each, ranging from 

newborns to toddlers.  As a 
business, she feels the quality 
of the ‘Babies’ is imperative 
and over time has invested in 
thirty-nine, so far.  Though 
she charges now for her ser-
vices, her real love is seeing 
the residents react. As she 
explained this, the way she 
glowed said it all, it’s truly 
where her heart is and her 
calling.

She brought an auburn 
haired beauty, approximately 
the size of a two month old, 
with long eyelashes that rest-
ed on her cheeks as she slept.  
As I held her in the restaurant 
where we met, people began 
to “ooh”, then when I told 
them it was a doll, they were 
in disbelief and had to touch 
her.  One customer wanted 
to know more as his dad was 
dealing with Alzheimer’s. 

Jaime now has a regular 
routine encompassing ten fa-
cilities she brings her ‘Babies’ 
too.  After each visit, the ‘Ba-
bies’ are washed thorough-
ly to make sure there are no 
germs left on them.  They are 
all stripped, clothes washed 
and redressed which takes 
her about forty-five minutes 
to complete, depending on 
the amount of ‘Babies’ before 
they are ready for their next 
visits. 

Jaime as I said, began 
this as a volunteer but has now 
created it into her business.  If 
you would like more infor-
mation, here’s how to contact 
her: rebornswithreasons@
gmail.com or 860-559-9406. 

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched 
you, please contact me at 
bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-
9385.  Who knows, you might 
see your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ 
you witnessed, you did or 
maybe received something 
nice being done for you.  See 
you soon with another Ran-
dom Act of Kindness! ~  Barb

CPL Adult Programs for August
CHICOPEE - It’s time 

for Summer Reading at the 
Library,

Here are some of things 
that will be happening at 
the library over the sum-
mer. All ages are welcome 
to join Summer Reading.

We will be having an 
English Language Conver-
sation Circle for English 
Language Learners every 
Wednesday from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. from July 2 – August 
27. Emma, an ESOL teach-
er will lead the class. This 
is for all levels of learners 
to practice conversing. 

Thursday Night Con-
certs: All concerts begin 
at 6:30 p.m. Concerts are 
outside, weather permitting 
unless otherwise indicated. 
Bring your own seating. 

Snacks and water are en-
couraged. Our concerts are 
supported by the Chicopee 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported 
by the MA Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency. 

8/7-Carrie Ferguson 
and the Grumpytime Club 
Band-Family Music

8/14-Sarah the Fid-
dler-a blend of Classical, 
Bluegrass and Celtic Music

8/5 at 6:30 p.m. Speed 
Puzzling Competition 
(10+) Register through the 
Chicopee Library Calendar 
or call 413-594-1800x3. 
Puzzlers will complete in 
teams of four. 

8/12 at 6 p.m. Color-
ing for Adults: Van Gogh’s 
Sunflowers with Marie 
Manley Tucker. Register 

through the Chicopee Li-
brary calendar or call 413-
594-1800x3. 

As always, the comput-
er lab is available to work 
on genealogy on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to Noon and 6 to 8 
p.m. We are a FamilySe-
arch Affiliate Library and 
have helpful databases such 
as Ancestry, American An-
cestors and HeritageQuest 
to help you in your search. 

If you need technology 
help, we offer one-on-one 
computer help on Mondays 
and Fridays at 2 p.m. or by 
appointment. 

For more information, 
email or call the Reference 
Desk at cpl@chicopeepub-
liclibrary.org or 413- 594-
1800 x3.

RiverMills to hold Trunk Sale Aug. 8
CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will host a Trunk 
Sale on Friday, August 8 at 9 
a.m. at Chicopee Council on 
Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

The FRIENDS of River-
Mills are hosting a Trunk Sale 

at RiverMills Center! The 
cost of a parking spot to sell 
your items is $5. 

One car per seller, but 
multiple spots can be pur-
chased. Tables and chairs are 
the responsibility of the seller 
and no items can be left be-

hind. 
You must be a member of 

the senior center to sell your 
items, but shopping the sale is 
open to the public. 

You must register in ad-
vance to purchase a spot at 
RiverMills Center. 

The Friends of the Chicopee 
Public Library launches 
Shoe Drive Fundraiser to 

raise money to support the 
Chicopee Public Library 

CHICOPEE - The 
Friends of the Chicopee 
Public Library is conduct-
ing a shoe drive fundrais-
er beginning July 7 and 
running through Sept. 8 to 
raise funds for the library. 

The Friends will earn 
funds based on the total 
weight of the pairs of gen-
tly worn, used and new 
shoes collected, as Fund-
s2Orgs will issue a check 
for the collected shoes. 
Those dollars will benefit 
The Chicopee Public Li-
brary’s special programs. 

Anyone can help by 
donating gently worn, used 
and new shoes at the fol-
lowing collections sites:

 • Chicopee Public Li-
brary 449 Front St Chicop-
ee

 • The Boys & Girls 
Club 580 Meadow St Chi-
copee

 • The Council on Ag-
ing Riverfront Senior Cen-
ter 5 W. Main St. Chicopee

 • Goodworks Coffee 
House 46 Center St Chi-
copee 

All donated shoes 
will then be redistributed 
throughout the Funds2Orgs 
network of micro-enter-
prise (small business) part-
ners. Funds2Orgs works 
with micro-entrepreneurs 
in helping them create, 
maintain and grow small 
businesses in developing 
countries where economic 
opportunity and jobs are 
limited. Proceeds from the 
sales of the shoes collected 
in shoe drive fundraisers 
are used to feed, clothe and 
house their families. One 
budding entrepreneur in 
Haiti even earned enough 
to send to her son to law 
school. 

“We are excited about 
our shoe drive,” said Lisa 
Pasternak, President of the 
Friends of the Library. “We 
know that most people have 
extra shoes in their closets 
they would like to donate 
to us. By doing so, we raise 
money for library special 
programs, and we have the 

chance to help families in 
developing nations who 
need economic opportuni-
ties. It’s a win-win for ev-
eryone.” 

By donating gently 
worn, used and new shoes 
to the Friends of the Chi-
copee Public Library, the 
shoes will be given a sec-
ond chance and make a 
difference in people’s lives 
around the world. 

About The Friends of the 
Chicopee Public Library 

The Friends are a 
non-profit group that raises 
monies through donations 
and fundraisers (Concerts, 
Shoe Drive, Golf Tourna-
ment, Concession Sales, 
Raffles just to name a few) 
to help support the library’s 
special programming and 
projects that would go un-
funded.

Summer Kids’ Church 
Program in Chicopee
CHICOPEE - Every 

Wednesday from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. through Aug. 27, First 
Central Bible Church at 50 
Broadway Street in Chicop-
ee is offering a children’s 
program for ages three to 
grade six. 

There is no charge and 
no need to register. Bring a 
friend and join us!

Each evening includes 
thoughtful Bible lessons, 
high-energy games, cre-
ative crafts and a tasty 
snack. Children will learn 
about Jesus while meeting 
new friends and having 
plenty of fun.

To learn more about 
First Central, including 
worship times and all pro-
grams available to both 
children and adults, visit 
the church at www.firstcen-
tral.church. 

For more information 
on the program, contact 
Lisa Nawrocki, at lisanaw-
rocki@firstcentral.church.

Holyoke Chicopee Head Start 
holding Raising A Reader 
Family Shared Reading 

Program
HOLYOKE – The 

Holyoke Chicopee Family 
& Community Program is 
currently hosting a “Rais-

ing A Reader” Family 
Shared reading program.

The program is for 
families with children from 
infant to five years old.

Let’s get together for 
fun activities that develop 
reading readiness and so-
cial emotional skills! Take 
home a red bag each week 
with books to borrow.

The program takes 
place on Wednesdays, 4 to 
5 p.m. at HCS Head Start 
the first and third Wednes-
day of the month at 41 
Commercial St., Holyoke.

Please call or email 
Shane at ShaneW@head-
start.org  or 413-310-1632.

This program is funded 
by the Coordinated Family 
and Community Engage-
ment (CFCE) grant award-
ed to HCS Head Start by 
the Department of Early 
Education and Care.

Holyoke Rows announces 
Free Youth Kayaking
HOLYOKE - Holy-

oke Rows is pleased to an-
nounce another great lineup 
of free summer program-
ming to help our commu-
nity get out and explore on 
the Connecticut River. 

From free all ages kay-
aking days to a free learn 
to row week for Holyoke, 
Chicopee and Springfield 
middle and high school 
students, there are endless 
options to enjoy the out-
doors from our boathouse 
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones 
Ferry Rd, in Holyoke. 

Holyoke Rows is 
pleased to announce Free 
Summer Nights for Youth 
and Families that will take 
place  Mondays/ Wednes-
days July 7 through Aug 
20 5:30 to 8 p.m. Children, 
youth, and families are in-
vited to come down to the 
boathouse for free kayak-
ing, fishing, and more. 

No registration needed, 
all equipment & instruction 
provided.  Enjoy the out-
doors from our boathouse 
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones 
Ferry Rd, in Holyoke. 

This program is offered 
as part of the Massachu-
setts DCR Summer Nights 
grant program. 

Events &announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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in my

By Ellenor Downer

IN THE CITY

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid adver-
tising in Chicopee Register.

Chicopee’s loss of a long- time 
employee Dolores Asselin

On August 2, 2025 the city 
of Chicopee formally mourn-
ed the passing of Dolores As-
selin who left us on July 19, 
2025.

“Dolly” as we fondly call 
her is an inspiration to wom-
en to realize that everything is 
possible.

She left a great legacy in 
Chicopee for women with her 
service of 40 years as Assessor 
followed by the City Collector 
position before her retirement.

Dolly moved about Chicop-
ee with a smile and kind words 
to those she encountered 
during her day. She was an in-
spiration, always encouraging 
to women like me to serve the 
city. 

She did not hesitate to offer 
advice, support and willingly 
shared her political experience 
and knowledge. I am grate-
ful to have personally known 
Dolly.   

My first memory of Dolly 
is hearing her sing at her Ste. 
Rose de Lima Church. She 
had the most beautiful voice. 
It surprised me to learn Dolly 
had a career as an opera vocal-
ist. 

Yet she was active in our 
city government as well as 
in her church and various 
non-profit groups in Chicop-
ee like the Elks Lodge, the 
Moose Lodge. 

Dolly made the day seem 
longer than 24 hours with her 
work for the various groups. 
Dolly, with all of her accom-
plishments was humble.

As a lifelong resident of 
Chicopee, I will always re-
member Dolly with fondness 
and thanks for her life of ser-
vice to us.

May she rest in Peace.   
Sincerely,

Sandra Ann Peret,
Chicopee

From hallways to Habitat: Students brew up big wins with Bean Boutique
By Brandice J. O’Brien

Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
- Greater Springfield Habi-
tat for Humanity (GSHFH) 
marketing interns continue to 
prove age doesn’t determine 
impact. 

In December 2024, the 
three high school sopho-
mores opened their in-school 
iced-coffee fundraising en-
deavor “Bean Boutique,” 
which donates its proceeds 
to Habitat. As of June 1, their 
efforts brewed up $1,200. 
Now, the boys are faced with 
a new challenge: raise a min-
imum of $1,500 to qualify for 
a matching grant from State 
Farm and Habitat for Human-
ity International (HFHI).

“Watching three 15-year-
old boys build something 
like Bean Boutique from the 
ground up is truly inspiring,” 
said Jill Brewer, Springdale 
Education Center (SEC) di-
rector. “They didn’t just cre-
ate a coffee shop, they created 
a space that brings people to-
gether, teaches real-life skills, 
and makes a difference in the 
community. Their passion, 
drive, and heart have turned 
a simple idea into something 
powerful.”

The grant, in collabora-
tion with HFHI, encourages 
youth leaders to engage in 
community projects that sup-
port local affordable housing 

efforts. The State Farm Youth 
Matching Grant program of-
ficially kicked off June 15, 
but funds submitted to Great-
er Springfield Habitat as ear-
ly as June 1 can be counted 
toward the grant. By May 31, 
2026, the students need to 
raise a minimum of $1,500 
to receive $2,000 from State 
Farm. The students have al-
ready raised 26% of their 
minimum goal. All of their 
earnings will go toward sup-
porting GSHFH’s homeown-
ership and home preservation 
programs.

The interns and SEC 
young adult teacher Trina 
Winans have discussed ways 
to raise more funds for Hab-
itat, and the team ultimate-
ly decided to expand their 
menu. Bean Boutique now 
also offers lemonade, iced 
tea, and popsicles.

“Popsicles are a big hit. 
The staff had already been 
asking for them,” said Tri-
na. “Our school community 
strongly supports Bean Bou-
tique and has really rallied 
behind it. They enjoy sup-
porting the students through 
this opportunity.”

To keep track of the prog-
ress and create excitement 
within the school, Chicop-
ee’s SEC and the neighbor-
ing Center for School Crisis 
Intervention and Assessment, 
the interns created a fund-
raising thermometer and will 
design and post social media 
messaging throughout the 

year. 
The idea of iced coffee 

shop came from Dakota Wirf 
in summer 2024. He and his 
peer, Nate Shlosser, had in-
terned at Greater Springfield 
Habitat during their freshman 
year to promote a Hampden 
County-wide read-a-thon 
fundraiser. Following the 
read-a-thon, the boys planned 
and attended a wrap-up par-
ty. Dakota then presented the 

idea to Jill, who approved the 
concept.

“It was a hot summer 
day and I was outside at 
Habitat with Nate and just 
asked ‘Why don’t we sell 
iced coffee?’” said Dakota. 
“At school, we saw staff with 
coffee and they had to go to 
Dunkin’ to get it. But, if they 
got coffee at work, they could 
step out for a minute and still 
help Habitat.

“I think this grant is 
wonderful,” Dakota said. “I 
think it’s great that Habitat 
will get more money to take 
care of more people.” 

Dakota, Nate, and new 
intern Yandel Alameda, re-
turned to Habitat at the start 
of their sophomore year to 
flesh out their idea. They 
created the name “Bean Bou-

tique” and a marketing guide 
– including logo, branding 
colors and fonts – and a plan 
to get the word out. They de-
signed flyers to be distributed 
in the school, drafted morn-
ing announcement messages 
to be read over the intercom, 
plus budgeted and shopped 
for supplies. Bean Boutique 
opened it doors to teachers 
and administrative staff at the 
Chicopee school just before 
Christmas.

“We loved the proposal 
and the enthusiasm the stu-
dents had for the project,” 
said GSHFH Executive Di-
rector Aimee Giroux.

To donate to Bean Bou-
tique, text “COFFEE413” 
to 44-321 and follow the 
prompts, or go to bit.
ly/45Q0Ecb

SUBMITTED  PHOTOS

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) marketing 
intern Dakota Wirf creates a fundraising thermometer to track 
the progress of donations coming into Bean Boutique, an iced 
coffee shop inside Chicopee’s Springdale Education Center. 

Nate and Yandel: Greater 
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity marketing interns Nate 
Shlosser (left) and Yandel Ala-
meda pose at Bean Boutique, 
their iced-coffee shop inside 
Chicopee’s Springdale Educa-
tion Center, which raises funds 
for the nonprofit organization.

A Brimfield resident re-
ported a common yel-
lowthroat in his yard. 

The common yel-
lowthroat as its name im-
plies has a yellow throat. 
It also has a long tail and 
round belly. The males 
have a black mask with a 
whitish line above, olive 
upper parts, yellow throat 
and yellow under its tail. 
Females are brownish olive 
above with a yellow throat 
and breast. They lack the dis-
tinct, black mask of the male. 

Yellowthroats are small 
songbirds about 4 to 5 inch-
es long. The males sing a 
“wichety-wichety-wichety” 
song. Both sexes give a 
full sounding “chuck” note. 
During migration, the yel-
lowthroat is the most com-
mon warbler found in fields 
and along their  edges.

These warblers live in 
open areas with thick, low 
vegetation ranging from 
marsh to grassland to pine 
forests. The females select a 
nest location, near or on the 
ground supported by sedge, 
reeds, cattails, briars and oth-
er low plants. Nests in marshy 
areas are usually higher off 
the ground where they are saf-
er from flooding. Sometimes 
the nest has a roof like the 

ovenbird nests. They are one 
of the species that cowbirds 

lay their 
eggs in their nests. 

People may designate 
an area of dense or tangled 
low-growing grasses and oth-
er vegetation to attract com-
mon yellowthroats to their 
yards. Yellowthroats prefer 
larger yards of at least half an 
acre or more.

Phoebe nest 
I received an email con-

taining a photo of an Eastern 
phoebe nest filled with phoe-
be nestlings. Eastern phoebes 
nest near humans often se-
lecting a spot over a door or 
in a shed. 

Wild turkeys
My grandson and I had to 

stop and wait for several hen 
turkeys with their poults to 
move them along a backroad 
in Barre. The largest hen led 

the way, walking down the 
middle of the road. 

Three other hens  
took up the rear 
with the poults 
walking all over 
the place. Some 
even stopped to 
explore the edge 
of the road, but 
then ran to catch 
up. Finally, they 
headed into the 

grass and woods 
on the edge of the road.

More Brimfield birds
The Brimfield resident 

said he has seen more birds in 
his yard since his last email. 
“Baltimore orioles 

have been seen more of-
ten at the birdbath, probably 
because of the warm weather 
we have been having.” On 
a recent day he had a robin, 
three orioles, cardinals, a tit-
mouse, a chipping sparrow, 
blue jays, catbirds and a com-
mon yellowthroat all stopped 
by the birdbath and a black 
and white warbler was seen 
in the yard.

He said he took down 
the bird feeders because of 
bears. “We had a bear make 
a daytime visit. It was not 
seen, but we discovered that 
it had cleaned out the feeding 

station. All the black oil sun-
flower seed, two suet cakes, 
a “log” of compressed seeds 
and fruit and suet pellets were 
all gone. Fortunately the bear 
didn’t damage anything or 
steal any of the feeders which 
they often do.”

His wife checks a town 
Facebook page and has seen 
many reports of bears in 
town and many of them are 
in the daytime so he figured 
it was time to take the feeders 
down. He still throws a seed 
mix around in several places 
like he always has and only 
put handfuls of black oil and 
whole peanuts in a small try 
hanging from a Shepard’s 
crook. 

He said, “I’ve started to 
see young of the year around 
the yard. Several days ago 
two juveniles were follow-
ing an adult male red-bellied 
woodpecker around, two ju-
venile Baltimore orioles were 
seen at the bird bath and I also 
saw a juvenile chipping spar-
row take a bath.”

Bobolinks
He said, “ A few years 

back I took part in a citizen 
science project monitoring 
bobolinks at Moore State 
Park in Paxton. Because the 
Mass Department of Con-

servation and Recreation has 
failed to maintain two large 
fields at the park for the ben-
efit of grassland species the 
bobolink population at the 
park has declined. Milkweed, 
multi flora rose, bindweed, 
crown vetch and other non-
grass type vegetation is slow-
ing invading the once grass 
fields. The first year I moni-
tored the park there were 149 
bobolinks seen in the largest 
field in August but unfortu-
nately the numbers declined 
every subsequent year.”

Osprey 
This Brimfield resident 

visits a pond in Warren often 
to check on an osprey nest. 
He said, “The osprey nest in 
Warren may have only pro-
duced one young this year. 
The nest has gotten bigger 
over the years so I hoping that 
there are more young in the 
nest that have been unseen be-
cause the nest is deeper now.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

support community journalism



August 1, 2025 Chicopee Register Page 5 

IN THE CITY

Jazz Trio Sarah and the StarCats performs at CPL
By Christina Gioscia

Correspondent

CHICOPEE - On July 17, 
the library hosted Sarah and 
the StarCats, a jazz trio con-
sisting of Sarah Clay on flute 
and vocals, Steven Bulmer on 
bass, and Draa Hobbs on gui-
tar. 

Before the performance 
began attendees gathered in 
the Bazan Community Room 
to take their seats and get re-
freshments. 

Lisa Pasternak, president 
of the Friends of The Chicop-
ee Public Library explained 
that they fundraise at every 
event to ensure the library can 
continue to be accessible and 
create a welcoming and fun 
environment for members of 
the community. 

Beginning the perfor-
mance, Clay introduced her-
self and the band. She then 

shared this year’s theme which 
is “The Games We Play”. 

In between each iconic 
jazz piece, Clay explained the 
meaning of the songs to the 
audience and how each song 
related to the bands chosen 
theme. Each song the band 

chose to play reflected the 
theme and the concepts that 
come along with it. 

The concepts of each 
song a part of the show includ-
ed heartache, love, longing, 
loneliness, anger and, finally, 
acceptance. The show was a 

journey that explored the ups 
and downs of romance and 
how the roller-coaster of hu-
man connection impacts the 
lives and souls of individuals.

After the band’s perfor-
mance, Clay shared how the 
trio chooses songs, why she 

believes sharing music is im-
portant and what her favorite 
thing about performing is.

“We have a theme ev-
ery year. And then we start 
by brainstorming ‘What does 
that theme mean?’ and ‘What 
songs fit the theme?,’” Clay 
said. “Like any brainstorming 
process, we throw a lot of mud 
on the wall and then see what 
sticks. The challenge is this 
program is usually only about 
75 minutes long and we usu-
ally have four times as many 
songs as we have time to do.”

She then shared what’s 
going through her mind while 
performing.

“What is the count? 
Where are we in the song? 
Whose solo is next? What are 
the lyrics? That, and then also 
telling the story of the song. 
That’s hard to do,” Clay said.

Clay added how, “I call 
this musical evangelism.”

“Jazz should be listened 
to more, I think. A lot of peo-
ple think jazz is overly intel-
lectual and unfriendly. And 
that couldn’t be further from 
the truth. Jazz is fun. So, 
there’s that, but a lot of people 
don’t want to have to go to a 
bar or restaurant to hear jazz. I 

mean, those are great places to 
hear music, but I want to bring 
the music to alternate places,” 
Clay said. “I want to bring 
music to the people; that’s part 
of the purpose of the Cultural 
Council program. The whole 
point of it is to bring music, 
arts, dance, theater, all kinds 
of different arts to every cor-
ner of the state.”

Clay was excited the trio 
got to perform at the library. 

“I think it’s amazing. I 
think it’s a wonderful pro-
gram and I’m very grateful 
for their support. Working 
with these guys. That’s the 
best thing. There’s a syner-
gy that happens in music, 
particularly in jazz, because 
we don’t do the exact same 
thing every time,” Clay said. 
“We play with the music, we 
improvise, we have moves. 
We’re human beings, we’re 
not always amazing all the 
time. And so, you know we 
support each other, we play 
off of each other. That is the 
most fun thing. It’s like three 
people, four instruments, one 
brain. It’s so much fun.”

The band lit up the Ba-
zan Community Room at the 
library by playing in perfect 
harmony, with each member 
bringing a lot of passion into 
their musical work. 

The Sarah and the 
StarCats performance was 
supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council through 
the Chicopee Cultural Coun-
cil. These programs make mu-
sic accessible and enjoyable.

For more information 
about Sarah and The StarCats, 
visit clayjazz.com/starcats. 

For more information 
about upcoming events at the 
library—including their next 
Thursday evening concerts—
visit www.chicopeepublicli-
brary.org/. 

Sarah and the StarCats, Draa Hobbs Sarah Clay and Steven 
Bulmer after their performance at CPL on July 17.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY CHRISTINA GIOSCIA

Sarah Clay playing flute during their performance at CPL July 17.

“These workers come in, 
fill out their benefit forms, look 
at what insurance is going to 
cost, then they leave and find 
work elsewhere because they 
know they will be making less 
than from where they came 
from,” Bouchie said. “And it’s 
a problem, that’s all it comes 
down to, and it needs to be 
solved, as something has to 
give. Whether that means they 
(The City) find another compa-
ny to do business with for in-
surance, or they move to some 
other plan, or they just pay 
people more money to account 
for the increases in insurance, 
and it’s not the employees.” 

Offering similar senti-
ments and frustration was 
CEA President Ben Eisen, who 
touched upon the rising costs, 
and called to focus that it’s 
been a frustrating and tedious 
road to arrive at the destination 
they have. 

“This past year, there was 
an unprecedented increase, 
which has been illustrated be-
fore, 19% for one health care 

provider and 23% for another, 
which is an albatross for our 
employees to be carrying,” 
Eisen said. 

Eisen then publicly re-
vealed that the CEA and all 
other unions were invited to 
an IAC(Insurance Advisory 
Council Meeting) on April 10 
where he noted having arrived 
early, the insurance rates were 
already discussed and decided, 
coining the gathering as the 
‘real meeting’. Eisen then add-
ed that the IAC was strictly in-
formative, following suit with 
the main grievance addressed 
by Bouchie as well about the 
city’s transition from Sec 19 to 
21-23. 

“Sure, we got to ask ques-
tions, and had good discus-
sions, but there was no pow-
er,” Eisen said. “There was no 
advising, which an advisory 
council should have.” 

Eisen also relayed to ev-
eryone in attendance that he 
did some digging and looked 
at the claims presented and 
touted by Vieau that DBG is 
accepted everywhere. Eisen al-
leges this wasn’t true, causing 
a motion to dig deeper after 

seeking the consensus among 
his union, and having spoken 
to more than 100 members, he 
found the answers many were 
afraid to admit. According to 
Eisen, the consensus brought 
forth was that all PCPs and 
doctors who were asked about 
DGB responded with ‘no’ 
along with a ‘very interesting’ 
quote, as Eisen stated, which 
was as follows. 

“DGB was a scam, and 
stay the heck away from this, 
and they used a different word, 
but this is public, and I want 
to keep it toned down.” Eisen 
then explained, while speak-
ing for his members, that the 
CEA feels stuck in a rock and 
hard place with ‘terrible care 
and rising health insurance’. 
Citing these reasons that have 
led to the high turnover of 
staff, which totaled close to 
200 at around 197, causing the 
departure from the Chicopee 
district.

When presented with the 
question of what DGB could 
mean, a possible solution and 
remedy was mentioned by the 
city, but Bouchie felt the addi-
tion of a new insurance could 

dilute the selection process, 
touting a similar reaction to 
Eisen’s discovery.  

“I don’t think it seems 
productive to introduce a third 
plan, and it doesn’t seem like 
it’s doing anyone favors,” 
Bouchie admitted. “From 
what I’ve heard from employ-
ees, a plethora of problems 
are present, but I do confess I 
don’t know enough about it to 
make a comparable reaction, 
aside from your comparing it 
to Health New England and 
Blue, which are huge compa-
nies.” 

Bouchie then cited the 
vast disparity in salary brack-
ets not being comparable, as 
Mayor Vieau offered great 
confidence in being part of the 
newly proposed insurance, as 
the 9% increase would equate 
to about $4 dollars causing a 
point of pushback and tension. 

“Well, when the mayor 
makes over $60 an hour, and 
well beyond into the six-figure 
range, that minuscule amount 
doesn’t seem like a ton, but 
to the workers who struggle 
to make $45,000 a year, and 
when your pay is going up 

only 3% or .50 cents an hour, 
it’s not a fair comparison,” 
said Bouchie.

In addition to Bouch-
ie and Eisen sharing initial 
fears and ample frustration 
throughout the evening, oth-
er thoughts and constructive 
criticism were revealed during 
public input, as well with sev-
eral others stepping forward. 

Dawn Fortin began work-
ing for the city in January 
2020 and said while she un-
derstands the City Council 
“has no control over the wages 
paid to the employees”, she 
knows they have “the ability 
to discuss issues with the per-
son who has control over the 
wages of the employees.

“In the five and a half 
years I have been here, I have 
watched as the insurance rates 
for employees have gone up, 
and wages have not kept pace 
with that. Some groups have 
received increases that are 
keeping up or are very close 
to the cost-of-living increas-
es set by the federal govern-
ment. The contract that I am 
covered by has not received 
the same types of increases,” 

Fortin said. “It’s disheartening 
to work for a city that shows 
some employees they are 
worth a livable wage, but oth-
er employees are not.” 

She then noted the vacan-
cy rates for first responders 
at 7.5%, the UFCW admin at 
14.5% and 30% for the labor-
ers within the UFCW.

“We can’t keep this up 
as employees. We are losing 
more and more employees to 
other cities that pay more to-
wards the insurance and have 
cheaper rates. Something has 
to give,” Fortin said.

To learn more about the 
entire presentation from Hub 
International and thier pro-
posed plan to adopt DGB 
which is the city’s new health 
plan also known as a Refer-
ence-Based Pricing program 
(RBP) that looks to rectify 
and fix a variety of the lin-
gering concerns addressed 
above, check out our sister 
article highlighting the panel 
discussion and the comments 
provided as the City Council 
offered their reaction as well. 

INSURANCE
from page 1

When asked about how 
his experiences can contribute 
to the role, Sanghvi empha-
sized his business background, 
also noting his prior work 
overseeing a factory that had 
70 employees and working 
with checks and credit card 
issues.

“So, I know how to work 
with the staff, the employees, 
everybody around me, so that 
really helps in administrat-
ing an office,” Sanghvi said. 
“Basically, it’s about how we 
manage money and time and 
people.”

Reflecting on Stanley 
Iwanicki, who will be retiring 
from his role as city collector 
this year, Sanghvi praised him 
for his service to the city.

He added Iwanicki also 
motivated him to run after 
learning more about the city 
collector’s role and the rules 
it entails.

“Stanley has been a very 

good collector and he’s a 
good friend too. He also is a 
businessman by profession; 
he owns the Chicken Queen,” 
Sanghvi said. “He’s been a 
very successful collector, I 
feel, and he will be sorely 
missed when he retires. I feel 
he’s been a very good man, 
very good collector for the 
city.”

On improvements, be-
sides adding more drop boxes 
as he shared earlier, Sanghvi 
noted making sure the same 
things that have always been 
done can continue, such as 
people being comfortable to 
pay by check and looking into 
bringing in more technology 
and expanding access.

“As a businessman, I ap-
ply for my license and I’m 
permitized and if the city 
agrees, we can absolve the $5 
fee, which is applied to the 
credit card when you try to 
pay online. So, that will moti-
vate more people to go online 
and pay, it’s easier for them,” 

Sanghvi said. “Certainly, the 
younger generation is very 
well-versed with technology, 
but not a lot of the elderly 
population trusts technology 
because you have to put your 
information in. So, they’d 
rather pay the old way, which 
is fine.”

He’s also been asked 
about quarterly payments 
as opposed to twice a year, 
which he will also look into.

“I feel as an elected offi-
cer, it’s my duty to go to peo-
ple. They call me, ‘Raj, I’m 
having an issue. Can you help 
me out?’ So, it’s my duty as a 
collector to go to them rather 
than they coming to me and 
talk things out with them face 
to face,” Sanghvi said.

If Sanghvi makes it past 
the September primary vote, 
he said he will continue doing 
what he’s been doing since day 
one of his campaign.

“Meeting people, going 
to all the events and meeting 
people. Going door to door, 

knocking and trying to ask 
questions about how we can 
improve the collector’s office. 
That’s the way you improve 
because you can’t know ev-
erything, right? What people 
think. So, the best way is to 
talk one-on-one and get to 
know what the other person’s 

perspective is on the collec-
tor’s office how we can im-
prove,” Sanghvi said. “I feel 
every time the person needs 
to improve himself and try to 
get more ideas from the peo-
ple who voted him in and try 
to do the best for the people.”

Asked if anything to add, 

he said this.
“In one sentence, I can 

say that I’m a man who likes 
to give service with a smile 
and solutions from the heart,” 
Sanghvi said. “That about 
summarizes my whole person-
ality and try to work with peo-
ple to the best of my ability.”

SANGHVI from page 1

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Steven Bulmer playing bass. Draa Hobbs playing guitar during their performance.
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Learn about a proposed natural gas  
system upgrade in your area.

Si necesita que le traduzcan esta notificación, envíenos un correo electrónico a  
Projectinfoma@eversource.com y escriba “Gas Reliability Project” en el asunto.

Если вам нужен перевод данного уведомления, отправьте электронное письмо по адресу 
Projectinfoma@eversource.com, указав в строке темы «Проект по обеспечению надежности газа».

Location:  
UMass Center at Tower Square, 1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA

Event Date/Time: Thursday, August 7th 
6:00 PM—Open
6:30 PM–8:00 PM—Informational & Listening Session 

Guest Services to be Provided:
• Tower Square parking vouchers 
• Childcare available
• Refreshments throughout the duration of the event 
• Spanish and Russian translation available

Visit eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability to learn more about the 
proposed project and see details about the Informational & Listening 
Session, and to access the event virtually if you are unable to attend 
in person. 
 

Questions?
For more information, please email Eversource at   
projectinfoma@eversource.com  or call 833-836-0302.  
You can also keep up to date on the project by visiting our website at 
eversource.com/wma-gas-reliability, or by scanning the QR code 
below with your smart device.

The Western Mass Reliability Project Informational & Listening
Session (in-person and virtual) will provide more information 
on efforts to improve system reliability to existing natural gas 
customers in the Greater Springfield area. This project includes 
constructing a new point-of-delivery (POD) station in Longmeadow 
and installing, upgrading, and operating a steel main between this 
new POD station and the company’s Bliss Street Regulator Station  
in Springfield. 

Please join us in person or virtually at our Informational & Listening 
Session on Thursday, August 7th, where you’ll learn what this project 
will mean for the Greater Springfield area. Project team members will 
be available to provide information and answer your questions.

and this was one of them.”
As the event came to an 

end, the duo had very dif-
ferent perspectives on what 
stuck out as their favorite 
part. 

“Honestly, I liked mak-
ing the brush for my puppet. 
It’s made out of a popsicle 
stick used for the hot glue 
guns and the bristles are 
made of pipe cleaners,” Le-
nox Couture said, showing 
off the aforementioned ac-
cessory.

 “I thought it was cool 
to see all the different mate-
rials and how everyone had 
very different creations. And 
I liked the number one rule, 
which is that you can’t make 
something someone else has 
made. I liked the birds, I saw 
the water bird, and we made 
a princess and a fairy god-
mother,” Paige Couture said.

When inquired about 
what they hoped attendees 
would take away from the 
event, the puppeteers offered 
the following responses. 

“I’d say a window into 
creativity and that they can 
do it. Confidence, creativity, 
and joy, because the world 
just gets so formulaic and 
closed– a sort of ‘paint by 
numbers’ world. Not that 
there’s anything wrong with 
that, but that’s why I don’t 
make any examples for these 
events.” Schumer replied. 

Keezing added this.
“And you might’ve no-

ticed us encouraging adults, 
too. Not that we want lots 
of competition in the puppet 
world, but we want them to 
walk away feeling like, ‘I can 
do this’ and ‘this is a way I 
can do something fun with 
my kids and I can tell stories 
if I do more.’ We’ve had peo-
ple who’ve made their own 
puppet troupes from doing 
this,” Keezing said. 

As final comments for 
the community, Keezing, 
Schumer, and the Coutures 
had this to say:

“This was a really fun 
event and I liked doing it 
with my mom,” Lenox Cou-
ture said.

“We thank the commu-
nity for supporting us and 
we’re available for school 
programs,” Keezing said. 

“Support the arts and 

let’s all just take care of each 
other. These are hard times. 
So, as much as we can take 
care of each other, look at 
the world. We live in para-
dise, look at the world; it’s 
gorgeous. So I guess I’m like 
Gringo Star. Peace and love,” 
Schumer said.

For more information 
on Caravan Puppets, visit 
their website at caravanpup-
pets.com or contact them at 
(413)-256-1886.

To learn more about up-
coming events, visit chicop-
eelibrary.org.

PUPPETS  from page 1

TURLEY PHOTOS BY ELISE LYONS

Young participants proudly show off the puppets they made during the even
Attendees Paige (left) and Lenox (right) pose with their fairy 
godmother and princess puppets.

Jonathan Keezing (left) and Karen Schumer (right) stand before the gathered participants as they 
give instructions on how to create their own puppets. Families gather around to pick out materials from bins of spare 

cloth, pipe cleaners, googly eyes, and more to construct their 
puppets.
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SOUTH HAD-
LEY – In a regular 
season finale, South 
Hadley defeated Chi-
copee Comprehensive 
last Tuesday evening 
5-1 on the turf of South 
Hadley High School. It 
was the final summer 
game for both teams. 
Both South Hadley and 
Chicopee Comp did not 
qualify for the PVSSL 
playoffs this year.

Jaezier Alvarado heads up the field with 
the ball.

Aiden Devlin chases 
down the loose ball.

Camden Anderson cuts off the ball and heads up the field.

Chace Murphy looks for 
the open teammate.

PALMER – In a big Game 3 matchup last 
week, St. Joseph’s defeated BankESB 11-3 to 
win the semifinal series 2-1 and advance to the 
Tri-County Baseball League finals. St. Joe’s was 
scheduled to take on rival PeoplesBank in the 
championship series held earlier this week.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Jacob Petrin catches a throw down to 
second.

Brandon Magni smothers a grounder. Joe DeMichele catches an out at first.

Jack Feltovic throws a pitch home for the 
Saints

St. Joseph’s heads for Tri-County finals

PeoplesBank advances to Tri-County finals
HOLYOKE – In a best-

of-three games series, the 
PeoplesBank Tri-County 
baseball team swept Teddy 
Bear Pools in two games to 
advance to the league cham-
pionship series. St. Joseph’s 
won its series in three games, 
two games to one, to face 
PeoplesBank. That champi-
onship series was scheduled 
to begin earlier this week. 
PeoplesBank defeated Teddy 
Bear in both games by a final 
of 7-2.

Dave Clark flips a throw to first.

Cam MacDonald sends the ball 
from third to first.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Rey Rivera gets the out at first for PeoplesBank.

Seth Allen steals second base.

Alex Gochinski makes a throw 
to first for Teddy Bear Pools.

Mason Barcomb fields a 
grounder to short.

Jaezier Alvarado heads up the field with the ball.

Regular season ends with defeat for Comp boys

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24C0279CA
In the matter of: 
Jadaliz Calcano

CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name 
of Minor has been filed by 
Jadaliz Calcano of Chicopee, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Jadaliz Aponte
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
08/27/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  July 30, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/01/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1551EA
Estate of: 

Steven R Charpentier 
Date of Death: 05/10/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Raymond A Charpentier of 
Chicopee, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Raymond A Charpentier of 
Chicopee, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/25/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 28, 2025x

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/01/2025

SALE OF 
 VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 1st 
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2007 Infiniti M35 	
VIN: JNKAY01FX7M462664
Lillian Claudio 
497 E. Plesant St., Apt. 96
Amherst, MA 01002	

2008 Ford Explorer 
VIN: 1FMEU73E28UA68827
Robert Taylor And Bethel Taylor 
123 Hillcrest Dr.
Bernardston, MA 01337

2011 Honda Odyssey 
VIN: 5FNRL5H68BB050492
Brendaliz Cepeda 
185 Kerry Dr.
Springfield, Ma 01118	

2006 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGFG11826H566165
Thomas Painting Llc 
71 Stuart Ave. 
Norwalk, CT 06850	  
07/18, 07/25, 08/01/2025

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 8th 
at Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2008 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN: 1J8GR48K28C203623
Erick Manolo Saraccini Ramirez
6 Watch St. 
Rochdale, MA 01542

2016 Jeep Compass 
VIN: 1C4NJDEB1GD759196
Robert Alexander Staples
14 Chester St. 
Chicopee, MA 01013	

2009 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL21E69N547037
Gnopo Mik Gnobo
143 Royal St.
Chicopee, MA 01020	

1982 Yamaha XJ750
Sultan Thahir
162 Sycamore St. 
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2002 Subaru Legacy 
VIN: 4S3BH635427307418
Ramon Aristy
935 Pontiac Ave. 46
Cranston, RI 02920 
07/25, 08/01, 08/08/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1553EA
Estate of: 

STANLEY JOHN 
JASIEWICZ, Jr. 

Date of Death: 05/11/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by DOROTHY MC-
GAFFIGAN of INDIAN OR-
CHARD MA  requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
DOROTHY MCGAFFIGAN  
of SPRINGFIELD, MA be ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 

proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/25/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 28, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/01/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1554EA
Estate of: 

Robert Mark Lombardi, Sr.
Also known as: 

Robert Mark Lombardi 
Date of Death: 06/16/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Robert Mark 
Lombardi, II of Baldwinville, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Robert Mark Lombardi, II of 
Baldwinville, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/25/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 28, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/01/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1474EA
Estate of: 

Richard Steven Olejarz
Also Known As: 

Richard S. Olejarz 
Date of Death: April 25, 2025 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner William A. 
Olejarz of East Longmeadow, 
MA. 

William A. Olejarz of East 
Longmeadow, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-

ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
08/01/2025

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on August 15th, 
2025 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2019 Ford E350 Super Duty
VIN: 1FDWE3FS8KDC49613
Junita Sanchez
148 Canterbury St
Worcester, MA 01603

2003 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BE32K13U174971
Elias Vasquez 
147 73rd St.
Cincinnati, OH, 45216

2012 Nissan Rogue
VIN: JN8AS5MT4CW256096
Laurajean Anderson
9 Amherst Ave. 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

2008 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCS11348A014688
Joseph Blair
22 Easy St. 
South Hadley, MA 01075

2005 Kia Amanti 
VIN: KNALD124155079189
Jose Reyes
9 Broderick St., Apt. 2
Easthampton, MA 01027

2008 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGEJ6678YH595912
Jorge Malo
41 Willard Ave. 
Springfield, MA 01109

2003 BMW X5 
VIN: 5UXFA53563LV95501
Shane Allen Spencer
49 Belmont Ave Apt 20
Springfield, Ma 01109

2009 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCP26389A081490
Santiago Ortiz
11 Yoerg Cir.
Holyoke, MA 01040

2007 Subaru Impreza 
VIN: JF1GD61687H514544
Expedito Delgado Medina
64 Grosvenor St., Apt. 4R
Springfield, MA 01107

08/01, 08/08, 08/15/2025

Site, which is estimated to be 
$99,953,506, and would have 
to abide by the land swap. 
However, Gardner noted that 
this variation wouldn’t satisfy 
the education program, citing 
a variety of lingering issues in 
place such as the gymnasium 
which is smaller then the MS-
BA’s guidelines, 

However, he added, it 
was revealed the school dis-
trict asked if chosen the gym 
could be increased to accom-
modate recreational sports 
such as basketball and other 
activities, but it was deemed 
not pliable and ‘falls short,’ as 
Gardner noted. 

Gardner also explained 
that each of the presentation 
slides for the designs sche-
matics came attached with a 
zoning diagram, which was 
a priority requested by the 
district to ensure the school 
could be used and shared by 
the community. 

“So, we want to make 
sure that we get zones that 
are clearly open to the pub-
lic and others zones that are 
locked and easily isolated so 
that the public can’t access 
them,” Gardner said. “So, in 
this option people would en-
ter through the lobby down-
stairs they would then be able 
to get to the second floor, over 
to the gym, and at that same 
time were able to have secu-

rity locked doors into all of 
the classroom neighborhoods, 
and we also have a semi-pri-
vate zone.” 

It’s clear various loca-
tions and new modifications 
are part of the designs put 
forth, as the presence of secu-
rity and safety for all students 
was a moment of equal focus 
acknowledged from everyone 
at the table. 

Option A3 is a two-story 
New Construction at the Bar-
ry Elementary School Site, 
totaling $104,987,435. Gard-
ner discussed that this design 
was set up to stay in the high-
er section of Garrity Grove 
and the park, by noting that 
the wetland buffers in place 
was used as point of reference 

to remember where location 
lines up before revealing that 
for the land swap to be ac-
cepted.

The estimated number 
for the city would have to re-
turn per Article 97, which is 
a range of 5.5 to six acres of 
land.

“We would envision tak-
ing along the wetland line, 
until you can get the park 
amenities replicated, and then 
we followed the access road 
around the school building 
and parking lot to signify and 
establish what land would be 
applicable for the land swap,” 
Gardner said. 

To also add in this sche-
matic is a semi-private zone 
is not included, but a public 

zone would be on the right 
side of the building, along 
with the cafeteria, gym, li-
brary and all other public us-
age areas and classrooms. 

The second floor would 
be more classrooms as well. 

One of the critical down-
sides of this path would be 
still looking a potential de-
lay in the project along with 
four housing properties being 
acquired by the city, due to 
the wetlands pushing the lo-
cation to the east side, limit-
ing where the building can be 
placed. 

“We’re at the north and 
south ends of Peter Street, but 
coming in and off LaGuardia 
and off of Mercedes Street,” 
Gardner said. “So that kind of 

takes those corner lots away 
from, so we can have access 
to the school, and room for 
parking without bleeding too 
far into the parkland, as a way 
to try to preserve as much as 
we can.” 

A4 is a three-story new 
rebuild from the ground up, 
with costs estimated to be 
in a similar range of close to 
$104,284,031. Pros are un-
der the same umbrella Barry 
would stay in the same loca-
tion, retains the tennis court, 
improves traffic and demo 
costs are covered by the 
MSBA reimbursement, and 
fully supports the 82% of ed-
ucation costs. 

The cons are however re-
quires involvement of Article 
97, and potential city scope 
adjustments, but won’t be 
covered under the grant. 

Next time, we will take a 
look at the designs schematics 
for B1 through B4. 

BARRY SCHOOL
 from page 1

A summary of the A2 design.  A summary of the A3 design. A summary of the A1 design.

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
NATIVE ULTIMATE 12

 FISHING KAYAK: 
Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.  
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle, 
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras. 
$600.

 Call Frank 413-537-5254

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair 
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. 

Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Call Joe Sablack 413-436-9821, 

Cell 413-537-7994

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-
283-7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A 
BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH 

RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours, 
good pay for hardworking person.Please 
come by and fill out application. Partners 
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun, 
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays. 
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant  485 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
IS SEEKING A

 PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based 
on experience. Approximately 16 hours 
per week. Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters 
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within 
the Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s 
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can
be found on the Town’s website: 
www.worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by the Highway 
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road, 
Monday – Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send 
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information 
to highway@worthington-ma.us and 
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the 
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is 
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred 
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL, 
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current 
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be 
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent 
benefits. 
Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru, 
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main 
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235. 
For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity 
employer).

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com



August 1, 2025Page 10 Chicopee Register

DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


