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Chicopee Electric Light hosts
safety event at RiverMills Center 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- The senior 
center welcomed Chicopee 
Electric Light on Sept. 7 to host 
their Electric Safety with CEL 
event.

The annual event was pre-
sented by Ray Gouley, safety 
consultant for CEL. 

During the event, Gouley 
provided seniors with varying 
topics on electrical safety and 
beyond, including how to avoid 
scams and pedestrian safety. 

Gouley also used visual 
aids throughout the presenta-
tion, including sneakers, post-
er boards with examples of the 
circle of safety for electric vehi-
cles working on the road, power 
strips, a stuffed squirrel and bird 
and more to help attendees re-
member the safety tips. 

Additionally, attendees re-
ceived free Table Top Pies, raf-
fled off $50 Stop & Shop gift 
cards and took home an electric 
safety guide. 

Gouley explained the pre-
sentation served three purposes 
for the attendees. 

“One is we want to keep 
the seniors safe through scams, 
letting them know, indoor and 
outdoor powerline safety and 
letting them know Chicopee’s 

there to help them if they have 
any questions,” Gouley said. 

Gouley was pleased with 
the turnout and shared some 
additional electrical safety tips, 
given the ongoing heatwave un-
folding at the time. 

“A couple of things I want 
to emphasize. Don’t overload 
your outlets. Don’t plug too 
many things in. If your lights 
begin to dim in your house, un-
plug things. If a breaker goes off 
and a room loses power, unplug 
them. But the most important 
thing is if you’re not sure, call 
(CEL), and if you smell smoke, 
call 911. Safety first,” Gouley 

said. 
Gouley explained how CEL 

“is always reaching out” to the 
senior center to hold events like 
this, and they also do events for 
children.

“It’s called Connecting the 
Generations. We do the chil-
dren, and we do the seniors, so 
we connect the generations,” 
Gouley said. “Everybody should 
know something basic about 
safety.” 

Gouley added how seniors 
are more tech-savvy compared 
to a generation ago, and that 
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By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

Dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- The police 
department received an appro-
priation of $270,710 to upgrade 
its weaponry equipment, as was 
unanimously voted on by City 
Council Sept. 5. 

“We want to make sure 
that our law enforcement divi-
sion has the tools to keep not 
only themselves safe but our 
community safe, and this is a 
request for an upgrade of weap-
onry in the police department,” 
Mayor John Vieau said, when 
reading his mayoral order. 

Police Chief Patrick Ma-
jor presented to the council last 
Tuesday, noting that the hand-
guns the department currently 
has are nearly six years old. He 
said it is routine to purchase new 
handguns every seven years. 

“Now, what we’re going to 
do is upgrade and add a new op-
tics system on it; basically, a red 
dot,” he said. 

The department will pur-
chase 190 GLOCK 47s at a 
cost of $486 per weapon. It will 
purchase 190 trade-in GLOCK 

17Gen5s for $265 per weapon; 
the handguns will be purchased 
from GLOCK Inc. in Smyrna, 
GA. The total cost of both will 
be $142,690.

The department will also 
purchase 190 RMR HD pis-
tol mount optic, red circle/dot 
reticles that are adjustable and 
night vision compatible. Each 
unit costs $668, and the total 
purchase will require $126,920. 

The equipment will be pur-
chased from Jurek Brothers Inc. 
in Greenfield. Major explained 
the importance of the purchase.

“So, the biggest push for 
this is the accuracy involved in 
the weapons system to be able 
to stop a threat quicker and defi-
nitely to limit liability for errant 
shots,” he said. 

Major said the nationwide 
officer-involved shooting accu-
racy rate for weapons systems 
without iron sides is approx-
imately 22%, a statistic that 
doesn’t differentiate between 
“amber style shooting,” or 
spontaneous threats versus dis-
tance engagements. 

“That means that only one 

Police department to receive
$240,710 for new weapons, equipment
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Pictured is the Chicopee Police Department’s shooting range. The department will receive a range of new 
weapons and equipment. 
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Ray Gouley, safety consultant for Chicopee Electric Light, holds up a 
sign explaining step potential/voltage during the Electric Safety with 
CEL event at RiverMills Senior Center. The lunch was hosted at 

the Boys & Girls Club 
By Kristin Rivers

Staff Writer
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- State Rep. 
Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) 
was at the Boys & Girls Club on 
Sept. 7 for a Legislative Lunch 
event with local businesses and 
organizations.

The event was organized by 
the Chicopee Chamber of Com-
merce.

During the event, Arriaga 
spoke with representatives of lo-
cal businesses and organizations, 

including the Food Bank of West-
ern Massachusetts, Destination 
Success BNI, Holyoke Medical 
Center, Sunshine Village, West-
field Bank, Polish National Cred-
it Union, A. Crane Construction 
Company, Complete Restoration 
Solutions and many more. 

Additionally, businesses and 
organizations had opportunities 
to network and connect with each 
other. 

The lunch was provided by 
Hamel’s Creative Catering. 

Melissa Breor, executive 
director for the chamber of com-
merce, said it’s the first time Ar-
riaga has been before the cham-

Arriaga joins business 
community for lunch
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State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) talks with attendees during 
the Legislative Lunch event at the Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee. 
The event was hosted by the Boys & Girls Club and overseen by the 
Chicopee Chamber of Commerce.

See LEGISLATIVE LUNCH  page 6

See POLICE RECEIVE page 6
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IN THE CITY
Chicopee marks 9/11 with ceremony at public safety complex

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Community members 
and elected officials gathered at the pub-
lic safety complex on Sept. 11 to mark the 
22nd anniversary of 9/11. 

The ceremony began with silence, fol-
lowed by a member of the fire department 
ringing the bell in memory of the victims 
who died at the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon and Shanksville, PA, where 
United Flight 93 went down. 

Ward 5 Councilor Frederick Krampits 
lowered the flag to half-staff, as everyone 
saluted. 

After beginning with a moment of si-
lence, Father William Tourigny said Sept. 
11, 2001 “began like any other day,” with 
families going through their daily routines, 
including going to work and school, until 
the world changed in a few short hours to 
disbelief and horror. 

After listing everyone who died on 
9/11, Tourigny offered this prayer. 

“We gather today, 22 years later, to re-
member the 2,996 victims. We gather today 
to pray in humble gratitude for the spirit 
of American bravery. We gather today to 
pray for the sustained gift of an invincible 
spirit which provides the American people 
with the courage to rebuild from the ashes 
of Ground Zero and to rebuild shattered 
lives with hope and a promising future,” 
Tourigny said. “We gather today in peace 

and love that we may continue to encour-
age and sustain one another along the per-
ilous journey of life, and if we embrace the 
humble prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, we 
can and will build a better world for our 
children and future generations.” 

Following Tourigny’s remarks, Fire-
fighter Jim Sydorak read the firefighter’s 
prayer, followed by Police Capt. Rick 
Henry reading the police officer’s prayer. 

Mayor John Vieau thanked the fire 
and police departments, honoring them 
and all first responders for their bravery. 

“On this solemn day, we remem-
ber and honor the bravery of our first 
responder heroes who selflessly rushed 
into the danger on Sept. 11, 2001. Their 
unwavering courage and sacrifice will 
never be forgotten,” Vieau said. 

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chi-
copee) thanked everyone for remembering 
this solemn day, reflecting on how the 9/11 
attacks later led to a 20-year war. 

“The events of that day shook every-
one, not only our nation but the world. An 
attack on U.S. soil, on our people, our citi-
zens. It’s a day to remember, not to forget,” 
Arriaga said. 

Arriaga stressed how 9/11 “changed 
everything,” also honoring the first re-
sponders. 

“So, let’s take this day to remember 
our history so we don’t repeat it and we 
don’t forget and always, we appreciate 
your service not only here in our city but 
all of our first responders for what you do, 

truly. Thank you all,” Arriaga said. 
The ceremony concluded with the bell 

rung again as Krampits raised the Ameri-
can flag.

Reflecting on 9/11, Vieau shared he 
was working in downtown Springfield that 
day and feared that the country was under 
attack. 

“Everyone talks about where they 
were that day and the impact it had and the 
fear and anxiety going through everyone’s 
mind,” Vieau said. “There was this real 
true fear.” 

He also reflected on the resiliency of 
the country in the aftermath. 

“It was surreal, but I just think the 
resiliency of this country is proven time 
and time again, and it was shown that day, 
and like I said, it changed our lives,” Vieau 
said. 

Vieau wants residents to never forget 
9/11 and to pray for peace, also reflecting 
on those who fought during the War on 
Terror. 

“We never forget. We never forget 
those who fight the War on Terror and paid 
the ultimate sacrifice, but I don’t think we 
should ever forget those first responders 
and those innocent people who perished 
on Sept. 11, 2001,” Vieau said. 

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

MEMORIALS
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Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display
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1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

A Chicopee firefighter rings the bell to mark 
when the planes hit the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and Shanksville, PA, where 
United Flight 93 went down, during the 9/11 
ceremony at the Chicopee Fire Department.

State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) gives remarks 
as Police Captain Rick Henry, Firefighter Jim Sydorak, 
Father William Tourigny of Ste. Rose de Lima Church 
and Mayor John Vieau reflect during the 9/11 ceremo-
ny.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS 

Members of the Chicopee Fire and Police Departments, local officials and 
community members salute and watch as the American Flag is lowered 
to half-staff to mark 22 years since 9/11, during the 9/11 Ceremony at the 
Chicopee Fire Department. 

Chicopee Police Captain Rick Henry reads the police officer’s prayer as Firefighter Jim 
Sydorak, Father William Tourigny of Ste. Rose de Lima Church, Mayor John Vieau and 
State Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee) listen during the 9/11 Ceremony at the Chicopee 
Fire Department. Syrodak also read the firefighter’s prayer during the ceremony

Firefighters enjoy cream puffs

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

CHICOPEE – The fire department recently enjoyed a visit from Chaz the Big E Cream Puff 
Man. 
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IN THE CITY
DPW appropriated more than $600,000 for new vehicles, equipment

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- The Department of 
Public Works had a range of requests 
granted during the Sept. 5 meeting of City 
Council, as all items passed unanimously. 

All requests were made per the rec-
ommendation of the Capital Planning 
Committee. 

First was a new towable whole tree 
chipper, which will cost $215,490. The 
chipper will be used by the Forestry De-
partment. 

The current chipper is more than 10 
years old and is not adequate to handle the 
wood waste that is currently produced by 
the department. 

“This chipper is larger than the chip-
pers that we have currently. The chippers 
that we have currently have seen a lot of 
use and have been deteriorating with all 
the storms and wind,” said DPW Super-
intendent Elizabette Batista, who recently 
signed a five-year contract extension that 
includes a $14,000 yearly raise, as was re-
ported first by MassLive. 

Batista said the department has been 
doing a lot of tree removal within the right 
of way, at the golf course and in the parks. 
The new chipper will allow the city to cut 
a large section of a tree and feed it through 
the machine rather than having to cut the 

tree into smaller pieces. 
“We also have a very large stockpile 

of trees that were taken down and taken 
over to DPW with the log truck,” Batis-
ta said. “We don’t have the equipment to 
break it down easily so this chipper will 
also assist with handling what we have 
currently in our yard so that we can dis-
pose of it.” 

Most of the trees Batista referred to 
are diseased and not good for burning. She 
looks forward to chipping them at no cost. 

Additionally, the chipper will allow 
Batista to use employees elsewhere rather 
than have them at one location. She said 
she’ll be able to send people out to do 
stump grinding instead.

The chipper is also less dangerous.
“This also has a nice feeder; like a 

conveyer on the front so that you’re not 
having to get really close to the mech-
anism, so it’s a much safer apparatus as 
well,” Batista said. 

On Sept. 5, City Council passed a 
$102,925 appropriation for the purchase 
of a F-550 dump truck with a drop-in poly 
sander. 

Mayor John Vieau noted that the item 
was supposed to be on next year’s capi-
tal list, but the current vehicle is failing, 
as it suffered damage plowing snow last 
winter. 

City Council also approved a 
$142,500 appropriation for the purchase 

of a Backhoe Loader. The backhoe will 
be used by the Parks Department for cem-
etery work and will replace the current 
backhoe, which is more than 20 years old 
and has surpassed its useful life. 

“The current backhoe has been very 
difficult to repair and find parts, so it’s 
come the time to replace it. For several 
months, (the Parks Department) was us-
ing another department’s backhoe. We can 
share equipment as much as we can, but 
obviously we have needs we need to main-
tain,” Batista said. 

A lot of time was spent researching 
what backhoe to purchase. The one that 
will be acquired will be able to slide be-
tween graves in the cemetery, and its parts 
can be interchanged with the backhoes 
used by the Highway and Water Depart-
ments. 

An additional $66,178 was appropri-
ated for the purchase of a ford F-350 Crew 
Cab Pickup and Lift Gate. The vehicle 
will be used by the Parks Department for 
field painting and will replace the current 
pickup, which is at least 15 years old and 
has exceeded its usefulness.

Another $66,178 was appropriated for 
the purchase of the same vehicle, a F-350, 
with a plow and lift gate. The vehicle will 
be used by the Flood Control Department 
for the transportation of work crews. 

The lift gate will help move large 
items such as a generator or sandbags, and 

the plow will be used during snow events. 
The current F-350 is 21 years old and has 
outlived its useful life. 

“They’ve actually been without a 
crew cab with a plow. A few years ago, 
we had to replace their dump truck, and 
they’ve been borrowing for several years 
now a highway truck,” Batista said. 

The Flood Control Department will 
transport employees who will work on 
dikes and other retention basins around 
the city. It is more economical to put all 
the employees in the same vehicle rather 
than taking numerous vehicles and wast-
ing gas. 

Both old F-350s will be salvaged for 
parts before being put out to bid in three 
years. 

Lastly, an appropriation of $49,765 
was made for the purchase of a Ford Ex-
plorer, which will replace a 2009 vehicle, 
which was not a pickup truck, that has 
reached the end of its useful life. 

The vehicle will be used by Batista as 
she travels throughout the city. 

“We requested it be replaced with a 
pickup truck because when we’re going 
around the city and going to project sites, 
we’re putting stuff in the vehicle,” she said. 
“Sometimes, it’s things you don’t want to 
throw in the enclosed part of a vehicle like 
an SUV so it seemed more appropriate to 
have a truck that can be utilized more ap-
propriately for what we’re doing.”

CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of crayon
7. Fashion accessory
10. Most cerebral
12. Incline from 

vertical
13. Dependent on
14. Broken in
15. Strongly desires
16. Mounted soldier
17. Ad __: when 

necessary
18. Cattle
19. Ottoman military 

commanders
21. __ student, 

learns healing
22. Composed in 

poetic meter
27. Promotional 

material
28. Where people 

live
33. Sodium
34. Embarrassing

36. Medical man
37. Mother of 

Hermes
38. One who saves 

the day
39. Tooth caregiver
40. Not clothed
41. Slope covered 

with loose stones
44. Used to cook
45. Praises 

enthusiastically
48. Rooney is a 

famous one
49. Beekeeper
50. Pigpen
51. Potato chip 

brand

CLUES DOWN
1. Living quarters
2. Horizontal 

passage
3. Attacks
4. Vietnamese 

offensive
5. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

6. Confined (abbr.)
7. Book of Esther 

antagonist
8. Port in Yemen
9. CNN’s founder
10. Type of bulb
11. Prepare
12. Promoted
14. Dinner jackets
17. Partner to 

cheese
18. Nebraska city
20. Human gene
23. Pays no 

attention to
24. Lowland South 

American plain
25. Blood group
26. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian 
volcano

29. Atomic #37
30. Unit of 

electrical 
resistance

31. Jeweled 
crowns

32. Nastiest
35. Traditional cars 

need it
36. Bowler hat
38. Robust
40. Not straight
41. Stony waste 

matter
42. Have an 

interest in
43. Jacob __, 

journalist
44. Maintains 

possession of
45. Swiss river
46. Average cost of 

market goods
47. Spanish soldier: 

El __

Correction
In the Sept. 8 edition on the Elms 

College Move-In Day story, there was 
a spelling error for Elms College Pres-
ident Dr. Harry Dumay. The article had 

the spelling as “Durnay” when the cor-
rect one is “Dumay.” 

We apologize for the error.  

Library, Fire Station 8 to
undergo BAS replacement
Fire Station 4 to be repaved 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- City Council voted 
unanimously on Sept. 5 to replace the 
building automation system, or HVAC 
controller, at the public library on Front 
Street and at Fire Station 8 on James 
Street. 

“We’ve had many issues with the li-
brary’s heating and cooling systems over 
the years. This should rectify those is-
sues,” Mayor John Vieau said. “(Fire Sta-
tion 8 is) having the same problems with 
their HVAC unit, and this will enhance 
and upgrade the controls and, I believe, 
some of the actual equipment as well.”

The cost of installing the new BAS 
equipment at the library is $146,370. At 
Station 8, the equipment change will cost 
$119,642. 

At both locations, the new system 
will be online with those at City Hall on 
Springfield Street and the Public Safety 
Complex on Church Street. Dave Rice, 
director of facilities maintenance, spoke 
about the changes that are needed at the 
library. 

“I have staff that have to go up on the 
roof to manually adjust the temperature 
for the units because the system doesn’t 
work well. So, this will fix all those is-
sues that we’re having over there and 
hopefully, knock on wood, fix our prob-
lems going forward,” Rice said. 

Rice said the library’s new system 
will run more efficiently, and the city 
will be able to manage it remotely, as it is 
able to do now with City Hall, the Public 
Safety Complex and eventually Station 8. 

Rice said Station 8 has also had diffi-
culties during the cold season. 

“With that fire station, especially in 
the winter, the apparatus 
bay, they have a problem 
regulating the tempera-
ture with the current sys-
tem that’s in there,” he 
said. “This will make that 
system also work on the 
same platform we have at 

City Hall, Public Safety (Complex) and 
the library once we get them all swapped 
over.” 

Fire Chief Dan Stamborski acknowl-
edged that the fire station has experi-
enced the same problems as the library. 
He thanked Rice for his contributions.

“All the credit goes to Dave Rice for 
researching and getting a vendor in here 
and getting the proper controls here. That 
was all his project,” Stamborski said. 

Fire Station 4 on Burnett Road has 
long been in need new pavement. Stam-
borski described the current condition of 
the parking lot.  

“It’s a badly deteriorated lot and an 
accident waiting to happen. DPW has 
been helping us out for years with patch-
es. They also installed a drain last win-
ter. It helped, but it didn’t cure the whole 
problem,” he said. “(DPW is) going to be 
able to engineer the project for us to save 
the city a lot of money in hiring an out-
side engineering firm. They calculated 
all the cost to take care of repairing this 
properly once and for all.” 

It will cost $310,000 to repave the 
parking lot. 

Vieau noted that the project has been 
“on the list” for a long time and expressed 
relief that the Capital Planning Commit-
tee is going to move forward with it. 

“I think it’s going to make it a lot 
safer over at that station,” he said. 

Vieau also gave insight into how the 
Capital Planning Committee made it de-
cisions. 

“This Capital (Planning) Commit-
tee reviewed request lists and prioritized 
them with the department heads of up to 
$3.5 million,” he said. “We’ve narrowed 
it down roughly to about $2 million that 
City Council had put aside just for these 
purposes, which is making sure that we 
stay on top of our equipment (and prop-
erties), as we don’t want to purchase 
things all at once.” 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. ANSWERS ON PAGE 10



Page 4   ❙ September 15, 2023	 Chicopee Register

GUEST COLUMN

OPINION WE CARE 
ABOUT 

YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related 
to Chicopee and its 

residents. Our "People 
News," is filled with 

submitted engagement 
announcements, wed-
ding announcements, 
birth announcements, 
your new baby or news 
about your 25th or 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 
Please e-mail correspon-
dence along with a photo 

to chicopeeregister@
turley.com or send it to: 
Chicopee Register, c/o 
Turley Publications, 24 

Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR ADVERTISING

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7107

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp

wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor
Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

        @ Chicopee Register

The Chicopee Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

By Julie Midura
Staff Writer

When Tom and I began planning a five-
day backpacking trip in the Sandwich Wilder-
ness of New Hampshire, we envisioned lovely 
days of easy hiking followed by peaceful eve-
nings sitting beside a campfire before crawling 
into our tent for a restful night’s sleep. 

But this time, things didn’t turn out quite 
as we planned. 

Misfortunate event #1: 
The three and a half hour drive to New 

Hampshire became a five and a half hour drive 
due to an accident, which forced us to start our 
five and a half mile hike at 4:30 p.m. Now if 
you think that we’d be well rested after sitting 
in a car for over five hours while battling heavy 
traffic, you’d be wrong. 

We were thoroughly exhausted; and we 
hadn’t even started hiking yet. 

Misfortunate event #2: 
When we reached the swollen Whiteface 

River, it was too high to cross over on rocks, 
so we changed into our Crocs and forded in-
stead. With two more crossings ahead of us in 
the next 1.3 miles, we decided that instead of 
taking the time to dry our feet and pull on our 
socks and shoes after each crossing, we’d just 
hike in our Crocs until the final crossing. 

Which lead to… 
Misfortunate event #3: 
In spite of the fact that we were wearing 

Crocs, we raced along the trail in a vain at-
tempt to arrive at the tentsite ahead of the dark-
ness. Which caused Tom’s Croc-wearing feet 

to sink into calf deep mud, whereby he crashed 
to the ground like the proverbial tree falling in 
the forest. (And yes, there was indeed a sound 
when he fell!)

Misfortunate event #4:
We slowed our pace after misfortunate 

event #3, arriving at Flat Mountain Pond ten-
tsite at dusk- which is the time we’d normally 
already have the tent set up, camp clothes on 
and dinner eaten. With no time to waste before 
darkness set in, we located a level patch of dirt 
to set up our tent. 

I dropped my backpack, unclipped the 
straps, flipped the top open…and didn’t see 
the single most important item that is usually 
right on top. 

Panic set in while I yanked one item after 
another out of my pack and tossed it in a heap 
on the ground in a desperate attempt to find the 
missing item. When my hand finally reached 
the bottom of my now empty pack, I knew that 
we were about to endure the greatest misfortu-
nate event in the life of a backpacker. 

“Tom? Did you by any chance pack the 
tent?” 

I already knew the answer before I even 
asked. After all, Tom always packs the fly and 
ground cloth while I always pack the tent body 
itself.  

Well…almost always. But the process of 
asking allowed me to hold on to a split second 
of hope before hearing Tom’s response, “No. 
Didn’t you?” 

Tom and I looked at each other, both of 
us realizing that there would be no tent to pro-
tect us from the hoards of mosquitoes that had 

plagued us for the past 5+ miles in spite of the 
gallons of bug spray we had liberally applied 
back at the car. With a pond nearby, we knew 
that this could be an incredibly rough night.

Since hiking five miles back to our car in 
the dark in our exhausted state wasn’t an op-
tion, we had no choice but to make the best of 
this latest misfortunate event. 

I apologized to Tom as we went about 
staking out just the fly. He was gracious in his 
response, “No need to apologize, kiddo. We all 
forget stuff sometimes.” 

In spite of his understanding, I felt terri-
ble. 

When we finished blowing up our air 
mattresses, zipping our double-wide sleeping 
bag together and laying out all of our gear, 
everything looked like it usually does - with 
the exception of the eight inch gap between 
the bottom of the fly and the ground. In an ef-
fort to find something to be grateful for in the 
midst of what had been a very trying day, I said 
brightly, “Well at least there isn’t any rain in 
the forecast tonight.” 

Ten minutes later, the skies opened up. 
Yes folks, God does indeed have a sense 

of humor. 
All was not bad, however. With the ex-

ception of slightly wet sleeping bags and over 
a dozen spider bites, we made it through the 
night unscathed…and so the adventures con-
tinue! 

See you in the wild places, my friends! 
To read more about our hiking adventures 

(and misadventures) follow us on Instagram @
morethanthemountain.

A series of misfortunate events

GUEST COLUMN

Will opening a joint
account affect my
disabled father’s “SSI?”

 
Dear Rusty
I live in Michigan and my senior disabled 

father lives in rural Kentucky. His income is 
part Social Security and part disability. I talk-
ed to a local credit union near his home and 
explained I would like to open a joint account. 
They said as long as he comes in with his ID 
it’s possible. 

My question is will adding money to our 
joint account affect his SSI and disability? 

Signed: Caring Daughter
Dear Caring Daughter 

First, I need to clarify that there are two 
types of disability programs administered by 
the Social Security Administration – Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance and Supplemental 
Security Income. The acronym “SSI” normal-
ly refers to “Supplemental Security Income,” 
which is a benefit for disabled senior adults 
and children, who have very little income and 
very few assets. 

“SSI” is not Social Security income; rath-
er it is a general benefit program jointly admin-
istered by the Social Security Administration 
and the State in which your father lives. In 
contrast, Social Security Disability benefits are 
earned from working and are not affected by 
the recipient’s assets, as are “SSI” benefits. 

From what you’ve written, I assume that 
your father may have a small Social Security 
retirement benefit (because he has reached his 
full retirement age and SSDI isn’t available af-
ter full retirement age) and he is also receiving 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability 
benefits. 

If this is the case, although your father’s 
Social Security retirement benefit would not be 
affected by opening a joint account at the cred-
it union, his Supplemental Security Income 

disability benefit likely will be. 
As co-owner of the joint account, your as-

sets would count towards your father’s “SSI” 
asset limit and your assets, as well as any “in 
kind” assistance you otherwise provide, would 
likely put your father over the SSI income/as-
set eligibility limit and result in his SSI bene-
fits being terminated.

So, although the credit union may be will-
ing to open a joint account for you and your fa-
ther, I’m afraid that would result in your father 
losing his SSI benefits, leaving him with only 
his small Social Security retirement benefit. 

You may wish to review the SSI eligibility 
information at this link: www.ssa.gov/ssi/eligi-
bility or you could contact the Social Security 
Administration and ask to speak with someone 
experienced with Supplemental Security In-
come matters. 

For clarity, “SSI” assistance is jointly 
administered by the Social Security Admin-
istration and each State’s Human Services 
department, and assistance available varies 
somewhat depending on the recipient’s state 
of residence. Thus, since your father lives in 
Kentucky, you might also contact that state’s 
human services agency to discuss your options 
for providing remote assistance to your father 
without jeopardizing his Supplemental Secu-
rity Income (SSI) benefit: www.chfs.ky.gov/
Pages/contact.aspx.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?

Let us know how we’re doing.
Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 

Contact chicopeeregister@turley.com
Chicopee Register, 24 Water St., Palmer • 413-283-8393

WE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARSWE’RE ALL EARS

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE -- Residents, 
community members and elect-
ed officials gathered on Cabot 
Street on Sept. 7 to celebrate the 
grand opening of Beauty Batlles 
Lounge. 

Beauty Batlles Lounge, an 
advanced beauty and wellness 
spa, provides facials, waxing, 
brows, body sculpting and well-
ness services including sensory 
deprivation beds, cryo chambers, 
an infra-red sauna, cryotherapy 
and cryo skin and cryo hair reju-
venation. 

The grand opening includ-
ed a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
with remarks from Mayor John 
Vieau, State Sen. Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield), State Rep. Shir-
ley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), Ward 
2 City Councilor Shane Brooks 
and Ashley Batlle, founder of 
Beauty Battles Lounge, raffles, 
food provided by Falls Pizza, a 
champagne toast, a cryotherapy 
demonstration and a tour of the 
lounge. 

Gomez also presented Bat-
lle with an official citation from 
the State Senate celebrating the 
grand opening. 

Vieau said he met Batlle 
during COVID-19 when she was 
making face masks and shields, 
explaining when he and Hamp-
den County Sheriff Nick Coc-
chi met Batlle at her location on 
Front Street, she told Vieau she 
wanted to invest in downtown 
Chicopee.

“I wish you success, I wish 
you prosperity, I wish you good 

health and many, many years in 
downtown in creating an expe-
rience that is hopefully going to 
change the lives of many peo-
ple, so thank you for investing in 
downtown Chicopee,” Vieau said. 

Gomez shared he remembers 
Batlle from high school, explain-
ing she and her family did “a lot 
of community work” and “had 
that niche for business.” 

“I’m extremely proud to 
represent this district because 
Chicopee and the resurgence of 
downtown Chicopee and the eco-
nomic development, and the peo-
ple that have invested here quite 
frankly are Latino,” Gomez said. 
“It’s not that we have a love for 

only Latino folks, but to see a 
group of people be able to ex-
cel at the magnitude and at the 
rate that they’ve been excelling 
not only in Springfield, not 
only in Holyoke, but here in 
Chicopee where 21,000 Boric-
uas and Latinos call Chicopee 
home.” 

Arriaga has also known Bat-
lle for years and thanked attend-
ees for coming out for the cele-
bration. 

“If you know anything about 
Ashley, she has spoken with her 
heart when she speaks about this 
establishment, so this is a dream 
and a passion coming to fruition, 
so we want to congratulate you,” 

Arriaga said. 
Batlle said she’s been in Chi-

copee for four-and-a-half years, 
originally starting her lounge in 
Holyoke and wanting to expand 
to a bigger space to provide more 
services and reach a bigger audi-
ence. 

She was thankful for the 
community support and stressed 
the significance of supporting lo-
cal small businesses. 

“It’s extremely important. 
We’re not a large corporation. 
We’re (not) able to make payroll 
even if no one’s walking into the 
store. Small business means that 
you’re working to not only be 
able to – if you have staff – to 
be able to pay your staff, to be 
able to pay your bills and you’re 
working really, really hard to 
be able to give your family the 
opportunities that you’re hoping 
to do,” Batlle said. “So, it’s not 
a nine to five, it’s not a 40-hour 
week job, it’s something you’re 
definitely doing all the time, so 
for that reason you should be 
supporting small businesses, 
and it also helps the economy 

and it helps your community as 
well.” 

Batlle wants the community 
to know she’s looking forward to 
offering her services and seeing 
her business grow. offering this 
message for residents. 

“Come check us out. We 
have something for everybody, 
and we know that we can help 
you feel better,” Batlle said. 

To learn more, visit beau-
tybatlles.com, follow them on 
social media or call at 413-331-
2737. 

Beauty Batlles Lounge holds grand opening in Chicopee

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS

Natalie Sanchagrin, Ashley Batlle, founder of Beauty Batlles Lounge, 
and Madison Riley smile for a group photo in front of the Beauty Bat-
lles Lounge logo during the lounge’s grand opening event on Sept. 7. 

Mayor John Vieau addresses attendees about the impact of Beauty 
Batlles Lounge opening in downtown Chicopee during the Beauty Bat-
lles Lounge grand opening celebration on Cabot Street on Sept. 7. 

The Beauty Batlles Lounge logo 
on display outside the lounge 
during the grand opening cere-
mony on Sept. 7.  

CHICOPEE – St. Joan of Arc School on Grat-
tan Street celebrated the first day of school 
for students in Grades 1-8 on Tuesday, Aug. 
29. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANINE DUNLEA OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE. 

St. Joan of Arc 
School celebrates 
new school year

8th Grade class
Middle school English teacher Robine Tefts with her 

sons Aiden and Shawn Lec

Stanislaus family

Griffin’s Friends to host first 
ever Fun Color Run/Walk
Event to support local families affected 
by Childhood Cancer 

AGAWAM -- Griffin’s Friends Children’s Cancer 
Fund is inviting the public to participate in the first-ever 
Color for the Kids Run/Walk, aimed at providing es-
sential support to local families impacted by cancer. 
For 25 years, Griffin’s Friends has been helping local 
families who have a child receiving cancer care at Bay-
state Children’s Hospital. 

Griffin’s Friends was founded in 1994 and is 
named after Griffin D. Kelleher, who died from cancer 
after just 14 months of life. Since then, the Kelleher 
family has honored his memory by helping other fami-
lies battling childhood cancer.

The Griffin’s Friends Color for the Kids Run/Walk 
is scheduled to take place on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, 
at Agawam High School. The event will kick off with a 
vibrant burst of color at 11 a.m., with registration and 
check-in starting at 10 a.m. Participants and non-run-
ners are invited to stay after the race to enjoy music, 
food, and entertainment. 

This unique experience is open to all age groups, 
offering a two-mile color-filled course that perfect for 
both runner and walkers. Each registration, priced at 
$25 for students, and $35 for adults, includes a com-
memorative T-shirt and protective sunglasses, ensuring 
participants look stylish while contributing to a worthy 
cause. To secure your spot and be a part of this unfor-
gettable day, register now at www.GriffinsFriends.com. 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

  

GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 9/14/23-9/20/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONE-IN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS ....$189

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/25 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. 

HATFIELD BACON 1 LB ................

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

$195
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .................

$444
lb

$999

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

$199

$335
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

STOP the WOBBLE!
Mini Denture Implants
Denture Stabilization

Financing Available
Save $300 with our Fall Special!

CHICOPEE DENTAL CARE
Dr. Frederick J. Kapinos DDS

Front Street, Chicopee

(413) 592-0080
Call for your FREE CONSULT

www.chicopeedentalcare.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

out of five rounds fired strike their in-
tended target. The studies done in our 
own department with office-involved 
shootings have seen an accuracy rate of 
34%,” Major said. 

He said an in-house study was con-
ducted using 25 different officers of var-
ied age and experience, with shots taken 
at varied distances of five to 15 yards. 
Time constrains were installed and phys-
ical movements were required to simu-
late mild stress. 

“Shooters fired 25 rounds with iron 
sides and then the pistol mounted optic 
system with no coaching or advanced 
instruction. The iron side accuracy was 
noted as 68%, and the pistol mounted op-
tic accuracy is 91%,” Major said. 

Major said that the officer who su-
pervised the study added that, “As an in-
structor, I am unable to achieve that kind 

of improvement using only iron sides 
without extensive one-on-one training, 
which is impractical given the depart-
ment’s size and training constraints.”

Major said the numbers are import-
ant because reduced misses mean more 
rounds on target, which means the target 
is stopped quicker with potentially less 
rounds fired. Reduced shots also mean 
less errant rounds that could potentially 
strike property or innocent bystanders. 

“Nationally, the average city settle-
ment cost for an officer-involved shoot-
ing when a bystander is shot is $300,000. 
If an innocent bystander is killed, the 
number is $2 million,” Major said. “Chi-
cago just awarded $16 million last year 
for a grandmother who was killed as a 
bystander in a domestic-related officer 
involved shooting.” 

As a result of trading in the old 
weapons, the department will receive 
$50,000.

TURLEY PHOTO BY DALTON ZBIERSKI

The Chicopee Police Department is set to receive several hundred thousand dollars’ worth 
of weapons and equipment. 

POLICE RECEIVE from page 1

ber members and that the event had a 
great turnout. 

“I think it was really nice,” Breor 
said. “Shirley just kind of introduced her-
self today, and then she met with every 
single person and went around the room, 
so there wasn’t an agenda or a program 
for her being here.”

Breor said holding events like this 
also helps create a space for connection 
so businesses can talk about their needs 
and priorities with local officials. 

“I think it’s important,” Breor said. 
“Not that a business can’t figure out how 
to reach their elected official, but to cre-
ate the forum and space so that they know 
that their voice is part of the conversa-
tion.” 

Arriaga explained that the chamber 
initiated the event and she enjoyed the op-
portunity to meet with local businesses, 
adding events like this is crucial. 

“We need to understand what the 
needs of our community are so elected 
officials such as myself can better advo-
cate over in Beacon Hill and get the fund-
ing that we truly need at home,” Arriaga 
said.

Arriaga said several of the conversa-
tions she had with the business commu-
nity included discussions of mortgage 
reversals and downsizing, property taxes, 
nonprofits and housing. 

“Some of the folks heard that I’m in 
the Housing Committee, and they wanted 
to share some ideas and input on how we 
can help address that because of course 
this is a concern across the Common-
wealth, not just here in Western Mass and 
Chicopee,” Arriaga said. 

Lynn Morrissette, director of Mar-
keting & Development at the Boys & 
Girls Club, said the organization was 
thrilled to host the event.

“We were happy to host and show 
everyone our gym space and just be a 
space for the representative to share some 
knowledge to the Chicopee business 
community and have some lunch,” Mor-

rissette said.
Morrissette added “it means a lot to 

us” to host Arriaga and the business com-
munity as it also provides an opportunity 
to show how the Boys & Girls Club sup-
ports the community. 

“We always want to show our space 
off to the business community and really 
highlight the services and programs that 
we offer to our youth in the city,” Mor-
rissette said. 

Breor wants the community to know 
the chamber is here to support their local 
businesses through networking events, 
future legislative lunches and more. 

“The chamber is here to do the best 
that we can to keep the business commu-
nity connected with each other and with 
our elected officials on any issues that 
might be coming down the pike,” Breor 
said. 

Arriaga had this message for the 
business community.

“We’re very happy that they are here, 
and they invested their time, energy, re-
sources in our community and that they 
want to give back,” Arriaga said. “One 
thing I got from all of them is they want 
to give back to Chicopee, so having 
those types of businesses and connec-
tions here is what’s going to help Chi-
copee thrive.”

LEGISLATIVE LUNCH from page 1

 Chicopee Chamber of Commerce book 
provides attendees with a business 
resource guide and member directory list 
during the Legislative Lunch at Boys & 
Girls Club of Chicopee. 

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!
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Comp offense
overwhelms Holyoke

Pacers fall 
in close 
game

CHICOPEE – Last Saturday morn-
ing, Westfield scored a pair of early 
goals and only Griffen Wrisley was 
able to get one of them back as Chicop-
ee boys soccer fell 2-1. The Pacers got 
eight saves from Caleb Morrissette and 
Chicopee High is 1-2 to start the regular 
season. Chicopee has another Saturday 
morning game against Granby on Sept. 
16 at 11 a.m.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Adam Brunelle goal kicks the ball away.

Alexander Johnston tries to block an opposing player’s pass.Mohanad Aljasahaam tries to play the ball up 
the middle.

CHICOPEE – Last 
Wednesday night, Chi-
copee Comprehensive 
boys soccer scored six 
times in the second 
half to run away with a 
matchup against Holyoke 
9-2. Tineus McCluster, 
Derek Lonczak and An-
tonio Sleeper each had 
two goals. Ryan Kenne-
dy scored both goals for 
Holyoke in the game. The 
Knights are 0-3 to start 
the regular season while 
Comp is out to a 3-0 start 
this year.

Frankie Cabrera-Cavette makes a great 
save for the Colts.

Tineus McCluster makes a play to stop 
Holyoke’s momentum.

CHICOPEE – After thunder-
storms caused a rare suspension of a 
game, Agawam and Chicopee Com-
prehensive football resumed their 
game last Saturday morning as Cole 
Ingham scored late in the fourth quar-
ter to lead Agawam to a 23-16 win 
over the Colts. Chicopee Comp would 
score in the third quarter to take a 16-
15 lead, but the Brownies late rush 
from Ingham would put the Brownies 
on top for good as their defense did the 
rest of the work.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI TURLEY PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Hayden Courchesne kicks off for Comp.Jayden Sherman makes a tackle for the Colts.

 Brownies score late to close win over Comp

The Chicopee offensive line attempts to block Francis Jordan takes a handoff. Christopher Carrasquillo blocks on the line for Comp.

Cristian Riberio fights for the ball.

Jason 
Gregoire 
holds the ball 
as he looks 
for an open 
teammate.

Robert Donoghue receives 
a pass

TURLEY PHOTOS BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI

Austin Micheli 
attempts to 
stop a Holy-
oke player’s 
progress.
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Coby, Tommy Baldwin Racing 
earn Granite crown

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Doug 
Coby and Tommy Baldwin Racing re-
turned to NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour competition on Saturday night at 
Monadnock Speedway and they were 
celebrating after 150 laps in New Hamp-
shire. 

Coby finished fifth in the Win-
chester Fair 150 in the Mayhew Tools 
7NY, but the finish was enough for the 
team to capture the second annual Whel-
en Granite State Short Track Cup cham-
pionship crown.

The Cup, which included three rac-
es at Monadnock Speedway, Lee USA 
Speedway and back at Monadnock on 
Saturday night, saw Coby grab three fin-
ishes inside the top-six, including a win 
at Monadnock in May. By winning the 
Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup, 
the team collected at least $5,000 in bo-
nus awards.

Coby returned to action Satur-
day for the first time since Thompson 
Speedway in August. Team owner Tom-
my Baldwin Jr. announced a cancer di-
agnosis and the team stepped back from 
full-time competition and missed the 
last two races. They couldn’t pass up re-
turning to chase the Granite State Short 
Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our family and 
Tommy battling cancer, I mean, he’s a 
warrior,” Coby said. “He told us from 
the beginning that he was going to fight 
through this and he’s been courageous 
enough to share his battle and every-
thing on social media, which is uncom-
mon. To be here as the Whelen Granite 
State Short Track Cup champions, it just 
means a lot. We’ve got a great group of 
guys and Tommy really wanted to be 
here to do this. This one is for Tommy 
Baldwin.”

Railers return to the DCU 
Center on Sat., Oct. 21

WORCESTER – The Worcester 
Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC), 
proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of the 
New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) 
welcome back fans to the DCU Center 
on Sat., Oct. 21st for the team’s sixth 
season of ECHL hockey. The 2023-24 
season will launch with two back-to-
back games in Worcester against Ad-
irondack Thunder on Saturday, and the 
Trois-Rivières Lions on Sunday.

The Railers look forward to show-
casing the $7 mil. DCU Center seat 
upgrade on Opening Weekend, live en-
tertainment, pre-game festivities, and 
an action-packed weekend of hockey. 
“This is great home schedule for fans,” 
said Chief Operating Officer Michael 

G. Myers. “It’s stacked with weekend 
dates, allowing us to provide fans with 
even more premium theme nights and 
giveaways.” The Railers will unveil 
their season promotional schedule in 
June.

This will be the first time in fran-
chise history the team will play the 
Kansas City Mavericks, slated to come 
to Worcester on Wed., Nov. 29th. The 
Railers will also make the team’s first 
trip to Hertz Arena in Estero, FL in 
February to battle the Florida Ever-
blades.

Railers season tickets and mini 
plans are now on sale. Secure your 
seats online at RailersHC.com/tickets 
or call 508-365-1750.

Community Caravan
postponed by weather

SPRINGFIELD – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds announced last 
Friday  that the third installment of 
the T-Birds Community Caravan 
presented by Dunkin’ has been post-
poned due to potential inclement 
weather this weekend. 

A rescheduled date will 
be announced in the future. 
The previous two events featured an 
appearance from Thunderbirds mas-

cot Boomer and team staff, as well 
as a wide variety of activities and 
vendors, including a Dunkin’ Taste 
Truck, street hockey activities, and 
various food options.

Fans can reserve their seats to be 
part of the Thunderbirds’ hockey ac-
tion for the 2023-24 season by call-
ing (413) 739-GOAL (4625) or vis-
iting www.SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.

SENIORS

CHICOPEE – The following pro-
grams will occur at the RiverMills Center, 
located at 5 West Main St., and be hosted 
by the Council on Aging. 

Flu Shot Clinic
The COA will host a Flu Shot Clinic 

on Monday, Sept. 18, beginning at 9 a.m. 
at the RiverMills Center.

This clinic is for adults only and 
there are a limited number of senior doses 
available. You must book an appointment 
at RiverMills or by calling 534-3698.

Remedy for Retirement Blues
The COA will offer the program 

“Remedy for the Retirement Blues” on 
Monday, Sept. 18 at 9:30 a.m. at the Riv-
erMills Center.

John Martine will lead this work-
shop, where you will take a deep look into 
what you want out of life once you retire.  
Although this is a free program, please 
register at RiverMills Center or by calling 
534-3698. 

Healthy Eating and Physical Activity
The COA will offer the program 

“Healthy Eating and Physical Activity” 
on Tuesday, Sept. 19 at 10 a.m. at the Riv-
erMills Center.

This workshop, led by the Food-
bank of Western Mass, will review My-
plate Healthy Eating guidelines and tips 
to make exercise part of your daily rou-
tine. You will also learn how to make 
an easy, healthy, budget friendly recipe. 
Don’t worry, samples will be available!.  
Although this is a free program, please 

register at RiverMills Center or by calling 
534-3698. 

Medicare 101
The COA will offer the workshop 

“Medicare 101” on Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the RiverMills Cen-
ter.

Join us for this Medicare 101 presen-
tation.  There are so many questions sur-
rounding signing up for Medicare.  When 
do I sign up?   How do I sign up?   Are 
there penalties for not signing up?   The 
Answers to these and all your other ques-
tions will be discussed.  Be prepared be-
fore you meet with your SHINE Counsel-
or.  There will be time for questions and 
answers.  Although this is a free program, 
please register at RiverMills Center or by 
calling 534-3698. 

Senior Transportation
The COA’s Transportation Depart-

ment provides rides to the senior center, 
doctor’s offices, supermarkets, pharma-
cies, etc. for Chicopee older adults. 

Transportation service is available 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Reservations must be made at least 
five business days in advance by calling 
413-536-5733. 

A $15,750 grant from WestMass El-
dercare has allowed the senior center to 
expand its transportation offerings. Shop-
ping Trips are funded in part by a Title 
III/Older Americans Act grant from West-
Mass ElderCare, with support from the 
Mass. Executive Office of Elder Affairs 
and the Federal Administration for Com-

RiverMills Center lists
upcoming programming

impacts safety too, including using lith-
ium batteries, charging smartphones and 
more. 

“So, they know a lot what’s going 
on, but what’s also changed is about pow-
er that’s being used and when not to use 
power strips,” Gouley said. 

James Lisowski of CEL hopes at-
tendees took away new tips while remem-
bering things they already knew. 

“Hopefully, in some cases, it’s ba-
sically just a reaffirmation of what they 
already knew and in some cases, hope-
fully, it’s something new that they haven’t 
considered that they’ll take with them and 
bring to their friends and their family and 
just let them know what they’ve learned,” 
Lisowski said. 

Lisowski said the seniors “have al-
ways been very supportive” of CEL.

“So, they’ve been a customer of ours 
and ratepayers for many, many years so 
it’s always good to give something back 

to those that have been supporting us for 
most of their lives,” Lisowski said.

Lisowski wants the community to 
know CEL is “here for you.”

“We do everything we can to provide 
the most reliable electric service to you, 
buy it at the most cost-effective price that 
we can. Sometimes, it’s challenging but 
we’re always doing our best, and that’s 
our driving initiative; to always try to pro-
vide you the most reliable, cost-effective 
service,” Lisowski said. 

On electrical safety, he said to ask 
whenever you have questions. 

“If you’re unsure, ask. If you’re un-
sure, read the instructions, and we’re 
always here. We have 24/7 dispatch, so 
we’re always here to answer questions 
and don’t be concerned about calling us 
or be afraid about calling us. We’ll be 
there for you,” Lisowski said. 

For more information, contact CEL 
at 413-598-8331 or visit them at their 
Front Street headquarters. 

SAFETY EVENT from page 1

Ray Gouley, safety consultant for Chicopee 
Electric Light, holds up examples of smoke 
detectors and carbon monoxide alarms.
He explained to attendees how today’s 
detectors and alarms can talk to seniors in 
an emergency. 

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS 

Ray Gouley, safety consultant for Chicopee 
Electric Light, holds up a sneaker while 
explaining why people should not go walk-
ing around after storms during the Electric 
Safety with CEL event.
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IN THE CITY

NEWS & FEATURES

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profi les, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, fi nance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage.

For more information on news or community features 
for The Chicopee Register, please email chicopeeregister@
turley.com.

Our advertisers make
this publication

possible.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Chicopee
Register

How Do You Spell DNA?
By Dave Robison, 

Professional Genealogist
Old Bones Genealogy of 

New England, LLC

We’re here to discuss deoxy-
ribonucleic acid better known by 
its acronym “DNA.”  What fol-
lows will be an easy description 
as I’m reluctant to get too deep in 
the weeds, so to speak, while I try 
to prevent everyone from falling 
asleep before you get to the end! 
I’ll close today’s article by telling 
you a personal story of discovery 
of family, long lost family!

DNA is the blueprint of our 
physical make-up. All living or-
ganisms contain DNA, or they 
wouldn’t be living organisms! 
Are you tall or short; red hair or 
black; blue eyes or grey; and on 
and on. But the understanding of 
the four types of DNA will help 
you determine which test you 
should take and for what purpose.

When I’m asked about DNA, 
the question is usually pretty ba-
sic: “I’d like to take a DNA test. 
Which company should I use?” 
That’s a pretty loaded question. 
My answer is usually, “What do 
you want to do with the infor-
mation?” The answers vary but 
it’s important for me to know the 
motivation so that I can make an 
intelligent recommendation.

The most common DNA test 
is atDNA. That stands for “auto-
somal DNA” which are 22 of the 
23 strands of chromosomes that 
occupy the nucleus of each cell. 
Think of the company “23and-
Me” whose name derives from 
those 23 chromosomes. Each 
of these are comprised of two 
strands of proteins; one strand or 
50% from Mom and one strand 
or 50% from Dad. When you see 
DNA discussed on various TV 
shows or in graphics, you will 
see pairs of proteins arranged in 
random orders of A and C, G and 
T. The “A” stands for the protein 
Adenine, “C” for Cytosine, “G” 
for Guanine and “T” for Thy-
mine. OK! Enough technical 
scientific stuff! What you should 
know is that “A” always bonds 
with “T” and “G” always bonds 
with “C.” 

There are millions of strands 
in each of the cells of your body 
arranged in what seems to be 
random order. This is where the 
phrase “DNA matches” is usually 
derived. The 23rd chromosome is 
called the sex chromosome. All 
females pass along an “X” for her 
contribution to that 23rd chromo-
some while males can pass either 
and “X” or “Y.” It’s the male con-
tribution that determines the sex. 
If your 23rd chromosome is X/X, 
meaning each parent contribut-
ed an “X” you are biologically 

a female. If the father contribut-
ed a “Y” instead of an “X,” then 
the 23rd chromosome would be 
“X/Y” and you would be biolog-
ically a female.  The “X” and the 
“Y” have unique attributes that 
can allow scientists to distinguish 
one line from the thousands of 
other lines. More about that later.

So, if you received 50% 
for your mother and 50% from 
your father, you might think 
that you’re carrying 25% from 
each of your grandparents. But 
it’s not that easy. A grandparent 
may contribute anywhere from 
roughly 23% to 29%. The com-
plete contribution from all grand-
parents will be 100%, just not 
an even 25/25/25/25 spilt. Then, 
great grandparents’ contribution 
to your makeup is more scattered. 
It is for this reason that atDNA 
testing’s accuracy diminishes 
each generation backwards. For 
example, if you go back to your 
3rd great grandparents where 
you’ll find 32 females and 32 
males for a total of 64, you may 
not have any atDNA from one 
or more of that generation. And 
it dilutes even further as you go 
backwards in time.  

Let’s talk briefly about the 
sex chromosome. Remember, it 
can be comprised of either one X 
from Mom and one X from Dad 
making that chromosome “X/X” 
and thus biologically a female. 
But if Dad contributes a “Y” 
rather than an “X” and makes 
that 23rd chromosome “X/Y” 
then, biologically, a male. It’s the 
Y chromosome that’s interesting. 
Since the Y stays relatively stable 
for hundreds even thousands of 
years, it is possible to trace the 
specific attributes and categorize 
which strand of “Y” is which 
and thus prove a family line. I re-
ceived a “Y” from my father, who 
received his from his father and 
so on. My “Y” will be distinct 
from others based on the charac-
teristics of the gene itself. Thus, 
males can determine if they are 
related to other males. It’s where 
that “Y” came from that is the 
challenge. The common ancestor 
may have lived a thousand years 
ago!

We’ve talked about the DNA 
that is in the nucleus but what 
about what’s outside the nucle-
us but still within the cell walls. 
This DNA is called Mitochondri-
al DNA or simply mtDNA. It is 
more or less circular rather than 
linear as is the DNA in the nu-
cleus. Everyone has mtDNA but 
only the female passes it along. 
I have my mother’s mtDNA who 
got hers from her mother, but 
I didn’t pass it to my children. 
Their mtDNA came from their 
mother who got it from her moth-

er. So as with Y-DNA’s ability 
to trace a paternal line, mtDNA 
traces a maternal line. 

Only FamilyTreeDNA tests 
all forms of DNA. See www.
familytreedna.com for the menu 
of tests and pricing. Two compa-
nies, 23andMe (www.23andme.
com) and LivingDNA (www.
livingdna.com) will test Y-DNA 
and mtDNA in addition to atD-
NA but the results will be limited 
to your haplogroup or “category” 
of Y or mtDNA with no match-
ing. The largest database by far is 
at AncestryDNA with nearly 20 
million tests on record Current-
ly, the top three companies are 
Ancestry.com, MyHeritage.com, 
LivingDNA.com, FamilyTreeD-
NA.com, and 23andME.com. 

A word about ethnicity. I 
always hear complaints such 
as “At first Ancestry said I was 
85% Irish and now they say I’m 
only 56%!” The short answer is 
that as all the DNA companies 
expand their databases, there are 
far more populations to compare 
to your DNA. Also, keep in 
mind that the human popula-
tion didn’t stay home over the 
centuries. The Vikings invaded 
England, and most certainly left 
a few DNA “samples,” if you 
will. The Romans invaded al-
most everything! And there are 
countless other populations that 
were invaded by countless other 
populations.

Finally, my story in brief. I 
have received many hundreds of 
potential DNA matches as I’ve 
tested with almost every compa-
ny. I simply don’t have the time 
to email everyone to investigate 
a relationship. The matches are 
usually rated as to the distance of 
the relationship: 2nd to 4th cous-
in, 1st to 3rd cousin and so on. 
Several months ago, I received a 
match at the 1st to 3rd cousin lev-
el. That’s close! The match was 
only identified by the person’s 
initials and as with all DNA com-
panies, you can only reach these 
matches through a messaging 
service within the DNA compa-
ny’s website to maintain privacy. 
I sent my possible cousin a note 
through the company. It turns out 
that she is my 1st cousin once 
removed! Her father is my great 
grand uncle! She’s a descendant 
of a branch of my paternal line 
that has had little to no contact for 
decades! We have been separated 
by time and distance all these 
years. Suffice it to say that we’ve 
met via a Zoom meeting and have 
shared many stories, and each has 
filled in some of the gaps in our 
mutual family history! My sister 
and I have met once with her, 
and we plan on many more such 
meetings!

Upcoming events 
and announcements 

The Arbors and The Ivy Assisted Living 
Communities to host ‘I Wanna Rock for

 Alzheimer’s’ 
CHICOPEE -- The Arbors and The Ivy Assisted Liv-

ing Communities are hosting an “I Wanna Rock for Alz-
heimer’s” 80’s-themed fundraiser event on Sept. 16, at the 
Castle of Knights in Chicopee, from 6-10 p.m. and will be 
featuring the band Aquanett! 

In our line of business, we have a close tie to Alzhei-
mer’s and dementia and are deeply touched everyday by 
many of our residents and their families’ stories and strug-
gles. We see firsthand what this awful disease can do and 
because of this, we have decided to hold a benefit where all 
proceeds will go to the Alzheimer’s Association, in hopes 
to find a cure and as they say, “do good to end ALZ”! 

We would greatly appreciate any donations to this 
cause and look forward to ROCKING out with a special 
performance by Aquanett. This event will include lots of 
raffles, a door prize and a fun filled night had by all! Don’t 
miss out, get your tickets today! 

The event will feature a full bar; you cannot bring your 
own alcohol. Attendees must be age 21+ 
and are encouraged to wear ‘80s-themed 
attire. 

If you are interested in registering 
for the event or have additional ques-
tions, please scan the QR CODE below or 
email jdudley@arborsassistedliving.com. 

PSA: Chicopee Community Pro Shred Event
CHICOPEE -- In partnership with St. Rose de Lima 

Parish and St. Joan of Arc School, a shredding event will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 30, from 9-11 a.m. at St. Joan of 
Arc School, 587 Grattan St. in Chicopee. Free Will Dona-
tions are appreciated.

St. Rose de Lima Designer Purse Bingo 
Fundraiser to occur Oct. 13 

CHICOPEE -- St. Rose de Lima Designer Purse Bingo 
Fundraiser will be held on Friday, Oct. 13 in the church 
hall, 594 Grattan St. in Chicopee. Doors open at 5 p.m., 
and games start at 6:30 p.m. A $35 donation includes 10 
games (Kate Spade, Michael Kors, Coach, Dooney & 
Bourke purses) a bingo marker, door prizes and light re-
freshments. Hot food will be available for purchase. Many 
raffle baskets, including a lottery tree and a Blackstone 
grill! Tickets/Questions contact Chris at 785-477-9536 
or the Parish Office at 536- 4558. All proceeds benefit St. 
Joan of Arc School 

Rotary Club of Chicopee
presents Dinner and a Show!

CHICOPEE – On Thurs-
day, Oct. 5, the Rotary Club of 
Chicopee will present Dinner 
and a Show! at Munich Haus 
Banquet Hall, located at 13 
Center St. 

The event will feature 
cocktails and a buffet dinner 
from 5:30-7 p.m. and the show 
starts at 7 p.m.

The show features Emcee 
Ashley Kohl, Robert Black as 

Elvis and Nicole Fuller as Lady 
Gaga and Rick Larrimore as 
Rod Stewart. 

Tickets cost $50 and in-
clude buffet and live entertain-
ment.

Corporate sponsorship 
costs $250 and includes four 
tickets with appropriate adver-
tising recognition. 

To buy tickets for the event, 
go to Chicopeerotary.com. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
CHICOPEE CITY 

COUNCIL ZONING 
COMMITTEE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Zoning Committee 

of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, September 
27, 2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Special Permit appli-
cation under Chapter 275-
58 (C)(5) for the purpose 
of two residential units in a 
business building located at 
94 Chicopee St.  Applicant 
– Extremely Clean Limo c/o 
David Provost, 124 Posner 
Cir, Ludlow, MA  01056.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The September 27, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
09/08, 09/15/2023

CHICOPEE CITY 
COUNCIL ZONING 

COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, September 
27, 2023 at 6:30 PM in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Z o n e  C h a n g e  f r o m 
Residential A to Business 
A for +/- 18,730 SF (Parcel 

0690-00048) and +/- 24,237 
SF (Parcel 0690-0044D) 
located at 523 James Street 
and 0 James Street (Parcel ID 
0690-00048 & 0690-0044D) 
for the purpose of creating 
one contiguous zoning dis-
trict by extending the existing 
Business A zoning district to 
the entirety of both parcels to 
allow for the future construc-
tion of a drive-through cof-
fee shop.  Applicant – DDM 
Property Group, LLC c/o 
Daniel Hannoush, 166 South 
Blvd, West Springfield, MA  
01089.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The September 27, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
09/08, 09/15/2023

CHICOPEE CITY 
COUNCIL ZONING 

COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, September 
27, 2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Special Permit application 
under Chapter 275-9 (L) (2) 
for the purpose of amending 
an existing Special Permit 
under Chapter 275-50 for a 
double faced 14’x48’ sign 
structure to be relocated on 
the same property and out of 

the State of Massachusetts 
right of way.  The existing 
sign structure will be moved 
34 feet North, and 53 feet 
East.  The state of Mass DOT 
is requiring Lamar to move 
the existing sign out of the 
State Right of Way.  Waivers 
requested from 500 feet set-
back from residentially zoned 
land and a waiver for 750 feet 
spacing from any other sign 
on the property.  The request-
ed waiver reduction:  500’ to 
115’ and 750’ to 290’ locat-
ed at 333 Memorial Drive.  
Applicant - Lamar Central 
Outdoor,  LLC,  Pat r ick 
Keough Real Estate Manager, 
32 Midland Street, Windsor, 
CT  06095.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The September 27, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  

The petition and materials 
related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov. 
09/08, 09/15/2023

CHICOPEE CITY 
COUNCIL ZONING 

COMMITTEE
LEGAL NOTICE

The Zoning Committee 
of the Chicopee City Council 
will hold a public hearing 
Wednesday, September 
27, 2023 at 6:30 PM* in the 
Chambers, 4th floor, City 
Hall Annex, 274 Front Street., 
Chicopee, MA  01013 to dis-
cuss the following: 

Zone Change application 
from split zone Bus A/Res B 
to Res A for 9,000 SF locat-
ed at 580 Meadow St. for 
the purpose of Boys & Girls 
Club (existing) eliminating a 
small portion of zoning over-
lapping and causing a split 
zone on the site.  Applicant – 
Chicopee Boys & Girls Club, 
Jason Reed, 580 Meadow St, 
Chicopee, MA  01013.

The plans/application can 
be viewed on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications

The September 27, 2023 
Zoning Committee hearing 
shall be available to the pub-
lic via zoom and in person.  
Zoom credentials are avail-
able upon request by calling 
(413) 594-1435 M-F 8:30 
AM – 5 PM or by email at 

aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
The petition and materials 

related to this proposal are on 
file in the Office of the City 
Council, Chicopee City Hall, 
274 Front Street, (plans and 
applications are also avail-
able on the City Council 
website https://www.chi-
copeema.gov/880/Pending-
Applications.  You may also 
call (413) 594-1435 or email 
aczarniecki@chicopeema.gov.  
09/08, 09/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1854EA 

Estate of: 
ALBERT J  DESJARDINS 

Also Known As: 
ALBERT DESJARDINS 

Date of Death: 
June 21, 2023 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
DENISE A FAIRCLOTH 
of Southwick, MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

D E N I S E  A 
F A I R C L O T H  o f 
Southwick, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.
09/15/2023

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

Under G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by 
Interstate Towing, Inc.   pur-
suant to the provisions of 
G.L. c. 255, section 39A, 
that on October 10/1/2023, at 
Interstate Towing, Inc the fol-
lowing Motor Vehicles will 
be sold at private sale to sat-
isfy our garage keeper’s lien 
thereon for storage, towing 
charges, care and expenses of 

notices and sale of said vehi-
cles.

2003 Ford F250 Super Duty
Vin: 1FTNW21L43EB42738
Unknown	
Unknown
Unknown

2011 Honda Accord
Vin: 1HGCP2F42BA111050
Destiny Kamroski
40 Price St.
Springfield, MA 01104

2007 Chrysler Sebring 
Touring
Vin: 1C3LC56K97N547151
Juan River
67 Park St.
Chicopee, MA 01020

2005 Infiniti FX35
Vin:JNRAS08W05X203458
Justin Illslex
128 Beech St.
Tewksbury, MA 01876

2003 Chevrolet Avalanche 
K1500A
Vin: 3GNEK13T73G307944
Wayne Doucette
190 Richmond Rd.
Coventry, CT 06238

2006 Hyundai Elantra Gls
Vin:
KMHDN46D06U365909
Rene Sokoll
76 Entrybrook Drive
Springfield, MA 01108

2013 Ford Transit
Vin:NM0LS7CN3DT158986
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

2007 Chevrolet Malibu
Vin:1G1ZT57F37F289784
Shamyya Washington
119 Main St. Apt. 1l
South Hadley, MA 01075

2008 Dodge Avenger Se
Vin:1B3LC46J28N144158
Shawn Mcgrath
129 Moss Rd.
Springfield, MA 01119
2009 Nissan Altima

Vin: JF1GPAB60G8259994
Jose Arismael Hernandez
12 Beacon St.
Burlington, MA 01803

2006 Hyundai Elantra
Vin:
KMHDN46D16U336242
Amanda Atha
4114 High St.
Thorndike, MA 01079

2010 Nissan Sentra
Vin: 3N1AB6AP4AL686077
Diana Ortiz
5 Frederick St., Apt. 1
Westfield, MA 01085

2010 Mazda CX-9
Vin: JM3TB3MV6A0213171
Werner Kunz
97 Sawyer Ave.
Boston, MA 02125

2011 Toyota Camry
Vin: 4T4BF3EK7BR198978
Tricia Quarles
511 Moody St., Unit 6
Lowell, MA 01854

2010 Dodge Caliber
Vin:1B3CB3HA5AD598121
Takeisha Graham
55 Brookledge St.

Boston, MA 02121

2009 Volkswagen Jetta S
Vin:3VWJM71K49M136978
Scott Cleaning & 
Construction Llc
16 Norton St.
Nashua, NH 03064

2014 Ford Focus
Vin: 1FADP3K28EL337458
Zaka Merhni
11952 Reedy Creek Dr., 
Apt. 104
Orlando, FL 32836

2001 Toyota Corolla
VIN: 2T1BR12E11C408267
James Odonnell
9 Cedar St. 3L,
Taunton, MA 02780

09/15, 09/22, 09/29/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1696EA

Estate of: 
Howard Lawrence Martin 

Also Known As: 
 Howard L. Martin

Date of Death: July 8, 2008 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Robin J. Martin-Moreau of 
Chicopee, MA

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

R o b i n  J .  M a r t i n -
Moreau  o f  Chicopee , 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.
09/15/2023

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Chicopee Register

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction,ad-
ditions,service upgrade, emergency 
generators.

Free estimate
Insured/Licensed

Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEKDAYS 
SUFFIELD CT (860)874-8077

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY 
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to find out more.”

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Presented by Emily Uguccioni, CDP 
Wednesday, September 20th • 10:00 AM  

Join Day Brook Village for an engaging, interactive workshop to help keep 
your brain sharp. Emily Uguccioni, Certified Dementia Practitioner, will share 
her expertise and lead attendees in several activities to help you think 
outside the box. Brain-healthy refreshments will be served! Tours of Day 
Brook Village will be offered following this event. 

298 Jarvis Avenue 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
413-561-7958 

www.daybrookvillage.org501(c)(3) 

INDEPENDENT LIVING •  ASSISTANCE IN LIVING •  SKILLED NURSING

JOIN US FOR A HANDS-ON WORKSHOP  

Abstract Thinking & Keeping Your Brain Sharp

An RSVP is required to attend this event.  
Please call 413-561-7958 to secure your seat, visit  

RSVPDayBrookVillage.org or scan the QR code.

Chicopee Police Department welcomes new officers

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHLOE SOTO, THE MAYOR’S OFFICE 

CHICOPEE – Last week, the city celebrated a momentous occasion as it welcomed six new 
individuals into the Chicopee Police Department. Introduced as the newest members of the 
department were Andrew Thomas, Nathaniel Lepage, Roberto Alonso Salinas, Alec Harwood, 
Kevin Rosa and Nicholas Mayo. 

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
Send your stories and photos to

 dzbierski@turley.com


